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Editor’s Comment

Another lovely article from Peter Smith showing various uses of this intriguing provisiona which, while
plentiful mint and even used, is extremely rare on cover. | have in the last twenty-plus years had the
opportunity to bid for one only once, in the Dick Wilson auction at Spinks. | was the under-bidder, with the
item selling for two and a half times the starting price.

A few years ago on eBay both the provisional and the bisected 2-mill postage due, used prior to the
surcharging, were being offered. The seller pointed out that these were Nahman forgeries and was obviously
very erudite on the subject. | bid and was successful, only to find when the items arrived that they had been
sold by our own Dick Wilson. Included were two sheets he had listed of these forgeries he had seen, so it
seems apt to include them here.

All addressed to Victor Nahman.
The spelling of Field is Feild.

REFERENCES (taken from DW)
Peter A. S. Smith, Egypt, Samps and
Postal History, James Bendon Ltd.,
Limassol, Cyprus, 1999. Chapter
XXIV

The Quarterly Circular, Vol. 5. No.
2, November 1957, p 18 - 21. Forged
Covers of the Sudan Campaign by
Peter A. S. Smith

Richard’s list is two years old and | have seen other Nahman covers offered on eBay but without any
mention of them being forgeries as | have from “reputable dealers’. Some take unkindly to being told so.
Some years ago | sent a copy of Peter Smith’s article from QC Vol 5, No 2 (Nov 1957), to amajor auction
house, which withdrew the item. It reappeared a couple of auctions later with a“sold as seen” classification!

The Nahmans far exceed the number of genuine covers and my search goes on for a genuine 3-mill on cover
from amember of the Egyptian Army.



Census of Nahman Forgeries of 1898 Postage Due Covers
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