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Charles ¥. Hass

P.0. Box 3460
Nasbhua, NI 03061-3435 USA

Authoritative Expertizing, Since 1970, of Stamps and Postal History of Sgypt and Sudan
Phone: 603-888-4160 Fax: 603-888-6964 €-mail: bhassstamps@aol.com

Aftter a thorough and caretul study of the item submitted to me for authentication as
EGVYPT. 1994 (30th October). 5 piastres orangered and deep dull purple

regular issue stamp (large format, overall size of 25mm x 30mm, image size ot 20.5mm x

26.2mm), pertorated 11.25 horizontally and vertically. printed by two-color
photogravure on unwatermarked. glossy paper — a mint. southeast corner block of eight
stqmps.(two acrass by tour down). egeh SEAMP WA o impmspspsmpesssssscomperssssesmisssspioigsersspsass

ACL INSCRIPTIONS (IN DEEP DUCL
PURPCE) COMPLETECY MISSING.

S.G. #1916 (var.). Scott #1511 (var.), of which an exactsize. color photograph is
aftixed. along with a uhofogmp‘h of a normal block from the same area of the pane. to

JAC EEVErNse or “this dociment, 1 fLEI‘cuy (,t'{ufy il (o ve wilh .

BPRINIED IMAGE C}{EMJCJICO/
ACTLRED~~ A ]’OKGEKV

This submitted block of elght stamps is from the southeast corner of @
[:A

a larger block (which 1 have seen prior to the removal of this prece).
probably originally a full pane of one hundred normal stamps. on S, S
which the inscriptions have been carefilly removed. leaving each subject dth
with only its central portrait. This has been done tn a blatant. but rather crudely done. attempt to defraud unsuspecting
collectors. The forger has obviously emploved a solvent to dissolve away all of the deep dull purple ink of the inscriptions.
having caretully avoided removing the central image (it may be that he has staged the centers with a solventresistant agent. in
order ro protect them). The indications of this fraudulent alteratton are numerous. Most obvious among them Is the fact that.
although the darker portions of the nwo-color centers of the stamps are in the same deep dull purple ink (ie.. printed from the
same photogravure cylinder) as the inscriptions. there is no absence of color in any areas of those central images (other than
where carelessness (or incomplete staging) has allowed the solvent to slightly act upon them — this is quite visible on the top of
the portrait on the upper pair of stamps of the submitted biock. If the inscriptions were legitimartely omitted. the oy printed
image on each stamp would be that of the orangered area of the portrait. Additionally. although the paper used for these
stamps Is glossy. the gloss remains only on an area roughly approximating the center of each stamp and on the marginal
selvage (an attribute easily observed when the surface of the block is turned in such away as to enable it to reflect sunlight or
artificial light). Dissolved purple ink trom the inscriptions may be readily seen in the area of the perforation holes overall —
having been absorbed into the surrounding paper and gum (large ink smears alse appear on several areas of the gum). Under
shortwave ultraviolet light. the eftects of the alteration may be graphically observed. The uneven luminescence of the paper
surface, resulting from the action of the solvent, is spectacularly obvious, and the strokes made by the forger i erasing the
inscriptions may be easily detected. Careful examination of any stamp from this altered sheet will reveal it to be. beyond
question, a rather unsophisticated attempt to detraud. crx,

Certificate No. 1998-164 Submitted by Dr. Adel A. Abdel-Hafiz
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