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The big ne1,vs with this issue, 3mong other 
thL1gs is the end 'of the long and costly 
Postal Strike in the British Isles. No mai l 

. since January and many of us who carry on a 
·qorrespondence overseas, have sorely missed 
Ollr regular communications. By th8 time YOI1 

receive this copy of· the Jotrmal all should 
be back to normal. 

Another item we 'must stress i:~ the editor's 
change of · address~ After severE~l years in 
one spot, our building was sold, forcfng us 
to find new accomoda'Gions, not an easy··task 
with wife~ bird, dog (small) and an a6cumu
lation of books, papers, c:atal'ogues and ' ir~ 
replacable junk (according to my wife). Al
thougl\ we p~·omptly not:l;fied ,our P.O. ·~f the 
change, they happily igno:·ef:l us for a week 
or so and we strongly suspec~ some of ou r 

· !Tla~l r:nay h~v9 been returned. If so, ·please 
-retnt.dl to ~·u:r new a<1dress: . . 

1245 No. KING:3 ROAD 
Los A.ngeles, · Calif., 90069 

W9 note too, tha-1:. Spring fever and the im
pend:.ng tax collector have tabn their toll 
among our contributors. I know it 1 s a ti:ne 
worn plea - but please, fell;<~ a l Wed o 
need more material for TopiGs. Everyor1e has 
some special i tem he .is proud to show. We 
urge you to share it with your fellow coll
ectors. Just give us the facts, we'll help. 

A gJ,ance at the regular philatelic publica
tions sho·w s us lit t le in the way of award 
winners :in the Egypt -Sudan area in recent 
months. Are we sit tine on our P':lSt laurels; 
afraid to venture forth f or the first' time, 
or just ir:icl:ir:ied to a lit t le procra:s tin at
ion ? I strongly i1rge you to enter the ex
hibition circuit and check out our material 
with the various bourse dealers. Some great 
finds have been made in showtime penny box
es and, dealers are more prone to stock and 
diGpl~lY our material if interesting exhibits 
attract attention and generate req:.1est fr:J Ji1 
show goers. Many good shows will be hel:J in 
the Spring of 1971.. Now is the time ! 

OUR COVER 
Our cover for this issue de picts a full i:n
perforate pane o f the 4th Xmas Sc'3al Issue, 
of the lst printing. W'3 have politely lift
ed this illustration from John Hobbs excel
lent book, and wE!:! acknowledge its u se with 
thanks. 
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N .. A. A. F. I. 
8 ,.,·1,·~~~ ~btee~ 

• Ill E&·YPT 

1932 
ENLARGED TO 38 Mi11L~eters in 
Circumference - Norm. 27t mmo 

These franks, loaned by the Egyptian Govern
ment to the British Military Authorities-and 
applied to the upper ·right hand corner of the 
front of the envelope on all military mail 
to indicate that the correct postage had been 
paid llith the "seal" affixed to the reverse. 
The importance of this frank lies in the fact 
that it Yould be taxed, or subject to, post
age due on arrival. 

Vari.ous numer~-1 franks were allotted to the 
differ~nt offices. Each office was assigned 
two o,r,more numerals in the event of loss, 
breakage or misplacement. 

Following is a list of the numeral franks and 
the office where they were used: 

1 and 3 - CAIRO (Camp Commandant HQ BTE) 
2 - Not allotted .. 
4, 5 & 6 - CAIRO (Military Post Office) 
7 and 8 - MOASC~~ (H.Q. Canal B.D.E.) #7 

was lost after brief usage. 
9 and 10 - PORT SAID (o.c. Troops) 

11 and 12 - ABU-SUEm (No. 4 Flying 1'rain
ing school). 

13 and l4 - ABOUKB (R.A .F. Depot) 
15 and 16 - ALEXANDRIA {Military Hospital, 

Ras-el-Tin). 
17 and 
19 

18 - ALEXANDRIA (H.Q. Alex. area). 
MOASCAR (S.ee under 7 and 8) • 

20, 21, 22 
2.3 and· 25 - GAmo (See under 1 and 3). 
24 Not allotted 

Allotted later - 1, 3 and 23 to MOASCAR 
15 Also used at MERSA MATRUN 
19 Transferred to CAIRO 

· In addition, a Rhetta or Rhomboid of dots 
was used, mostly black, occasionally red. 

EARLY IN 1932, the Egyptian Government de
cided to raise the Postal rates for the ba
sic charge from 10 to 15 milliemes. A large 
number of British soldiers and airmen were 
stationed in Egypt at the time and this in
crease was the cause of so much grousing 
that an arrangement was made betwee~ the 
Egyptian Government on one side, and by the 
Military and Air Force Authorities on t h e 
other whereby the Egyptian Post Office was 
to be guaranteed a certain sum in ex change 
for which the service ~rsonnel were a-llow
ed to continue to send their ma:i.l at the old 
rates subject to certain conditions (See 
copy of Postal Concession). This concession 
covered only letters sent to Great Britain 
and Ireland. The Seals and Stamps were sold 
by N.A.A.F.I. (Na,Ty, Army, & Air Force In
stitute) canteens, subject to the rules of 
the concession, the cost of produeing the 
seals to be borne by N.A.A.F.I., who sold 
them at face value to the service personnel. 

With the introduction of the stamps of the 
ARMY POST in 1936 and 1939, and the influx 
of large numbers ·of troops from Australia, 
New Zealand and other Empi,.re Countries in 
1940, restrictions were relaxed to a con
siderable extent and we find the Farouk Army 
Stamps on mail addressed to Great Britain & 
Ireland, as well as to Australia, New Zea
land, and to a lesser degree to South Africa 
and India. The use of these special stamp s 
was discontinued in 1941. 

* ~ * * ,·: 

For a complete and comprehensive listing of 
of these seals and stamps, the varieties and 
errors; the proofs, covers and postmarks, we 
recommend the work of JOHN E. o. HOBBS, re
viewed in Topics, Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 72o 
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POSTAL CONCESSION. 
· - ~· ·--. ..:-~ 

. . FJ'otll itw 1~1. NOVI'IIlhl'l:, j!);l2, Jlll'!llhl'l'~ or ti~n Anuy nn!i j(oynl ,\il· Forcl' 
In Eg)]l_!L~.!~! =~~~ ~{;: ~ fir!lj_li ~~-' ,_,;,·;;;-,~t: l)tJ. ! 1 r.t 1! I] n't );Oil:'·' ~~ri: :i~JJt!.~ ... tii::i tt4.:..f~ I i;~:- i~i:.Jj;fU.o:i!. 
~l.ri~h_ !')tt~J~tr.t}~ .. !l! .. !L!.S.!!.'~!:.!.L.J!.t!~:<: · . . . 

' .· 

Thr ultl und O('W prit'('~ nrt• : . 

J--:!Cl_ !rl'llllll!H'S 

21--40 
. tJ ---till 
61--!10 

.. 
•t 

Ql.tl rnh't<_ 

lr1 Mills. 
2R 
41 
M 

•• .. .. 
l'lus l:l ~lill<~ ror 
t'nch tHhlition~l 
20 grmntnc~ or 
p:-~t·t thereof. 

~.tflt'r~t 

10 ~lillt<. 
2!1 
:10 ... 
-10 

' ' 

l'lus 10 Milll' for 
cnch nddillonn! . 
20 grn!llll!('S or 
lllltt thNenf. 

The S!~!·~l .. §l:_:l_l;: . .J~:1! !~!~.- ~. ~-· ~I il!i ~.!l.!.!!.~_:..l ... r!t!~~.£1 ,~'~:~ !!~·h _ ~I!_!·~~}'.':''~!...!!! 
J!!.!!... . .!!Lrg~ytlan . l'~lstn.l . ~t!'!''P.~:.j •t:ty.,lH! , I.!Q~II;!;Iy_t.lt:~.liL!'IJ.J.~I:.!) :,.AJ~. t. lr!!!i.t•ltl's ~L 
( tlnt':!:'!~~ .• !!ntl .. wiiL~!~-~~!!~1! , '.'!U.ht• ~ oLt.t!~- YJ1;'.:.£!~!.P.!'~~ 

Tht• !1: • .\ .A.F.I . ltll\'o hren good t•nou~h to print the Si.·nl~ Free, oF ~·o~i nr.<l 
fu tot•ll lht•th without profit. Thry t.nn,:t l11• pnill For In rnsh when purrh!l!'rd. 

'flw lctlc!~~ nJII!;l be pollh·<l in lkglmt•nt:-tl ur Un!.t .. J~ost box!'" nod nor. i1o 
J·~g,·ptlnn l'tt&l hom•. ~ b~.~.ill.,~I~~.J~£..1~D£.£..'! . n.L!J.!.!).Jollo!\' IIJg_J1Jl~~&,.i. 

~lili.tnry l?of.t Orrirr, .AIJL!ls!i<ln. 
~lil(tm·y l'ost Offin•, Cnim. 
!·:ntrmwt' llnll, fi.Q., B.T.E. 
t:ntrnnt·o'llall, ll.tJ .. :\litltllc Enst. 
~.A,.\ 1-'.1. Situp, lldiuJiuli!', 
uml ht surh pl:t('!'S at <•nH•tnti,·ns ns mny he t•onsidcreu nccr!l~nry to lllt't' l 

lvt·nl rnJIIirt•mt·nf~. 

. l.t•tlt•rt~ will lJo th•spnt!'hcd in the !<nmo wny ns they are Fit prC$(·nl nnoJ.. 
· lift'"' trill he nu dt'lnv by 115ing the new !'ystc·m. 

Rt·~illll'ITd lt•tlt•l·s,lclters for Air J\!nil, ll'lll'rS contuining \'nlunut~·!l, nntl· 
pitrt-l'ltt, 11111st t•tmlinu(' . to be dt•spntrhrd through Eg~·ptinn Post Orriers with 
1-:~yptinn po~tnl ~''""'I'"· nlsu nil ll'tl~rt> nnd pnn·els for Jllnrrs other tlmn .tht· BritbJ, 
l slcs, .nntl h·i~h Fl'Ct' ~ln!c. 

The nwncy pnid fur tho Special Scnls will be eollerted fi'Om th~1 N.A.AJ.-.1. 
hy tht• l\nnmnnd l'a~·mnstrr For thl! purpose of rt•nlhJng tho considerable sum <•t 
nll.lll\1.)' whidt hus to be pnid to the Egj·ptinn Govo1·nm£'nf for tho concession. 

1'hc l.icntl·nnt~t·Gencral Commandil]g and tile Air ''Ice ~lnrshal hll\'1' 
hl('\11-rt·tl n l'('l·iom; finnnrinl reli'JtOnsibility h{the matter, and it Is hoped thcro£utt• 
thut nil mt·mbcrs (it tlw Army an·d Hoynl Air Force In I;;gypt, and their fnmilh•:-o. 
•tll II!!C this ne\" "ystt•m of JlOstnge ilnd so help to establish it on a sound footin~! 
!lrttl l'Jiminntc the l'i~k of fiilnncinJ !O!!S. ' 

SI.IOultl they not do !10. the SC'hcme will · have to be abandoned. 

The conrc~slon lu~s bern dlrflrnlt to obtain, it Is ' a definite advantage to 
tb<JtH• cunctltncd, and there Is en•ry rcnJ;:on. why it should recorve the support of 
th\• Army and Royal Air Force. Commands In Egypt. 

lt ill ~Jirfit·nlt to rorCf:l'C till' fionnrinl tl'SUft Ill Jlrl'Sl'Ot, but t~JtouJd tbt:tl' 
tl4:! auay I'I'Ofit, consh.ll'l'ntion will be· gln.-n to the .. best nll'thml or l'Xpetldlng it ·for 
tftl, h~rwrit l)r those who· ate entitled tu vnrtiripato In thP ~rhNne.. . . ' 

Page 43 
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~ FIRST POSTAL ~ (Issued November 1, 1932) 

.... ~ 
----

rhe first seal,· designed by Lto Colonel C. 
Fraser depicted·the lettering in blue while 
the Badge of tbe N.A.A.F.I. and thu frame 
were printed in orange- red or vermilion, 
Perforated ll on un",.latermarked paper. 

~everse· side of cover 

franked with Type one 
inscribed - . "POSTAL" 
SEAL, properly affix
ed in accord with the 

postal concessidn, as 

noted in paragraph 2o 

)blitera·ted with the 

~HE!TA, in·blacko 

•,!• 

"FRONT"· of a:.'1 envelope 
addressed to Sussex in 

England via Brindisi 

Circular date st<il.mp 

M. P. 0. 
5 NO 32 8-9 P 

CAIRO· 

Numeral 4 handstamp in 

RED, allotted to Cairo 

Printing was by Hanbury Tomsett & Co., Ltd. 
of Willesden, London. The initial printing 
was 500,000 in sheets of 80 then broken up 
into panes of 20 and made. into booklets of 
lOO; five pages each of 20 · (4 x 5). 
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ONE OF THREE MAJOR "CONSTANT" VARIETIES ------ --
~ FOUND ONLY ON ~ 11LETTER SEAL" 

An unused block of four from a paneof 20 
containing stamp No. 15 which shows major· 
variety "A diagonal line from the midole 
to the top right of the letter E in SEAL, 
as indicated by the arrow. · 

Other varieties do exist, some constant to 
both the PQSTAL SEAL and the LETTER SEAL; 
as well as'varieties that are confined to 
either the first or second series. (some, 
of a minor nature do not merit listing). 
In all, a total of 22 are constant, and 8 
are semi-constant. (Figures from Hobb1 s 
Postal Service of the British Forces in 
Egypt, 1932 - 1940). 

The other major varieties, not shown, in
clude the upper portion of the "A" in the 
Seal as a solid triangle, and a large dot 
at the top left sid~ of the second "I" in 
British. · 

Unusually interesting is this fine example of No. 1? used . 
on cover with the rhett8 obliteration. See abo.ve for de
tail. Front of this cover carries the crowned handstamp 
in red with the numeral 11611 , allotted to Cairo, apd the 
circular date stamp M. P. 0., 20MR 34-12-1 P:.. CAIRO. 
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THE LETTER S·TA"iPS !ND THE JUBILEE ~ 

SERIES THREE Through SEVEN 

This series of five stamps are identical in 
design consisting of shaded letters and the 
Sphinx in the background. Original work is 
from the pen of Miss Waugh who at that time 
resided in Cairo. Apart from the basic de
sign the vary widely by color, perforation, 
and overprinting in the case of Nos. 6 & 7. 

The following illustration on piece of Air
Force envelope (note winged R.A.F. insignia 

·just above the stamp); dancelled on depart
ure with the rhetta, and the machine slogan 
cancel of Alexandria. It also shows arriv
al marking of "CARLISLE, CUMBERLAND" 5. P.M. 
22 OCT 1934. All markings are in black. An 
excellent example of the Third Series, iss
ued on 1 June, 1934. Crimson Coior. 

The 4th series 
was issued on 
5 December 1 34 
a-nd is identi
cal to the 3rd 
series except 
that the color . 
was changed to . I'm)~ ··· · .. \~.::. ,. ·; 
green. Printed ~- ··•· :.,:,.w,·.:~~~ 

!11 'l·l····~~j· . ,, h by Ha rrison & J~ "'-'·'"''~ ..;... . . 
Sons Ltd., in ; __ ... 
sheets of 40, in separate frames of 20 each. 

Series 5. appeared on 2/~o April, .1935, again 
i·dentical in design BUT, with a significant 
change in perforation, now 1/+ as opposed to 
14! x 14 for the two previous issues. While 
only 250,000 of Series 3 & 4 we re printed, 
405,000 of Series 5 were issued. A 11 were 
sold except lOO, which were destroyed. This 
issue is noted for the "blank perf" variety. 

·' 

Series 6 is one of the most interest.ing and 
the scarcest of the Letter Stamps. A total 
issue of only 27,000, it appeared to commem
orate the Silver Jubilee of King George V. 

Design again was identical but this time it 
was printed in blue with the words "JUBILEE 
CO~ORATION 193511 in red;. diagonally uP
ward from the lower left corner in three . .• 

lines. 

A major ~riety occurs in the overprint on 
this issue. The right leg of the letter 11u11 

in Jubilee is short. This break occurs three 
times per sheet of 80. Itis not constant in 
every pane although it does appear twice 
on some panes of 20. 

Series 7 issued 22 December, 1935 was issu
ed for Christmas, 1935. 10,000 copies were 
overprinted (series 5) in black in 2 lines, . 
"XMAS 1935, 3 MILLIEMES''. It is also known 
as the "Xmas Seal Provisional". 

Series 7 has also been known to have been 
reprinted in an additionai quAntity o~ 500, 
000, of which less than half were sold. We 
do .not agree that these should be listed as 
series 7, but rather as an "A" number addi
tional to.Series 5. 

A great number of small vtirieties appear on 
each issue of the Letter Seals. For a com
prehensive listing we again refer you to the 
specialized work of John E. 0. Hobbs, prev
iously mentioned. 

The Xmas Stamps (Camel design) will be cov
ered as a group on the following ~ges a 1-
though they first appeared in 1932o 

I ,...,.i'1"1i•.il'l 
' ~.., . ti A~.;/~ J 

-···------
The first Letter Seal (Series three) on a piece from the 
reverse of the envelope showing a complete Alexandria mach
ine cancel dated 20 OCT 34, 6- A. (SEE L10P, Vol. VIII-84 
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As all collectors of Egyptian stf:lmps know, 
the Egyptian rate for Christmas or Festival 
cards is 4 MilliemE".s, however , by speciRl 
dispensation . the military were permi tt c: d to 
enclose cards ih env,:Jlopes and mail them to 
Great Britain or Ireland for 3 Milliemes IF 
the flaps were not sealed. 

The first of these seals, designed by S gt, 
W. F. Lait of the Royal Army Service Corps, 
and prin~ed by the Amalgamated Press (WaThBr 
& Go., in Cairo) appeared on 26 November; ' 
1932. Pe~foration is lli rough in black on 
azure paper. Nos. l through 4 are identi
cal except for calor. No. 2 is brm·Jn -lake 
on white paper ; No. 3 blue on white paper, 
and No~ 4 orange- red on white. 

At t hi s t .ime (ldte in 1935) a large numbe r 
of Britisl-J. troops were stationed in Egypt 
and demand far exceeded the supply, conse
quently a "Sec; ond printing" was necessary, 
appearing on 18 December, 1935 they are of 
of sl:i.ghtly lighter shade of reddish orange 
with a totaJ printing of only 21,500 . Only 
12,000 were sold with the remainders being 
destroyed. The second printing is on toned 
paper. 

Fol1m~ing this a shortage developt'.Jd res;llt
ing in the overp~inted "Provisional discus
sed as Se:::-ies 7. Wnile there may be room for 
do:1bt as to whether it belongs in the Xmas 
catego~y with the Came l Seals, or rem::dn in 
Letter Seal category is open to debate. 

A fine copy of the very rare imperf tete-beche 
proof sho1fD at the rlght is in the collection Tete- beche Proof (Illustra 

from Joh.'1 E. 0. Hobbs book) of Cmdr. Willism H. WelJs of S3n Leandro, Calif. 

The example shmm on cover is of 
the Second series (brown -lake) 
issued on 13 November, :L933. It 
was mailed from CAIRO to ENGLAND 
on 20 December, 1933. Numeral 6 
was assigned to Cairo, later on 
to Alexandria. Note the offset 6 
on the reverse of the cover. 

Again, numerou:> varieties exist 
on the Christmas Seals and list
ed in detail in John Hobbs book. . .~ .· ---.... 
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. 
,_.----~ .. -·-··· ... ---·-

The cover shown above addressed to Kingston, Ontario, Canada does not have 
the necessary Military handstamp and has been taxed (note the boxed. "T" in 
lower left corner) by virtue of its having been sent to a Country (Canada) 
not covered by the original Postal Concession. Postage -due stamp is· can
celled with the obliteration of the General Delivery window at King~ton on 
Feb. 14, 1936. The 1 PiArtre Letter Stamp on the reverse is cancelled by 
blue crayon in place of the rhetta and 'Qears marking of the Military Post 
Office, Alexandria, Jan. 26, 1936, plus the arrival marking of Kingstono 

Thi~ cover, 
properly hand 
stamped with 
numeral "21" 
(Headquarters 
Cairo) m u s t. · · · - · 
musthavecon- ~-~ • .p. ~ 
sidered over-
weight. It re- ~ ./_/. ·• · &? · 
ceived a large ~.;, -Hct!l( c:i(fc.,.. 9'«~ ~ 
manuscript 3d 
and letters F. 
B. (Foreign 
Branch) on ar
rival in Eng
land, togeth
er with the 
Postage- due 
stamp cancel- I 
led at Canter- f ~·-....:..~:::::::==::::::~~~.:........;...;...~...;_-!""'0!!!"!!"'!"4.;,.;=.t:..::::i.~.:==--~-.-o..-a bury. 'lhe usu- I• 
al boxed "T" appears under the cancel. 

(To be continued in our next issue). 
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HOVER 
: UN!TfD 

i .-,r,.a 
: ll'Ull!C 

\ (CC.YPJ) 

\••••······· 
.. . • · "• .. , . -~··': Oonge~lo 

PO S T E D A T S T A G E 3 . 

We have long been aware of the experimental 
mail services by Hovercraft, in fact, back 
in the early 19601 s we were privilaged to 
watch earl.v U. S. experiments on Oakland 's 
(Cal i.f. ) Lake Merritt, and later to ride in 
the hovercraft on San Francisco Bay. To this 
day we are not entire ly sure whether it is 
fish or. f:JWl. While it is actually a water
craft, it certainly becomes airborne while 
under way, if only for a few inches. Con
sequently we are inclined to place it in the 
"airmail" category". Boy ~this should shake 
up the r.ens and paper and turn on my favor
i te "checker uppersn. 

To the point, a series of stages, seven in 
number took place in Egypt and the Sudan as 
The 'Wnite Nile Hovercraft Expedition during 
February and March, 1969. We are ha ppy to 
illustrate here a po :rtion of one of these 
covers, carried from Wadi Halfa to Khartown 
(Stage 3). 

A brief report of t hi s experiment was duly 
reported in the September 1969 issue of the 

R 

White Nile Expedition 
c/o Post Office 

Vvadi h~\ LFi\ 10/3;69 
······· ··-········· ········ ··· ···························· ·· 

AERO F lELD, p. 91, published in Engl.:md by 
Francia J. Field Ltd., and edited by N. C. 
Baldwin. We take the liberty here of quot
ing t his brief passage for our readers with 
our thanks to Mssrs. Fi13ld and Baldwin. 

The White Nile Hovercraft Exp0dition carri
ed a mail over seven stages, but unfortuna 
tely the sixth stage was lost when the hover
craft was being carried by a lorry over a 
bridge, which collapsed. The other 6 stages 
were postmarked as follo"lS: Stage l; Alex
andria 25/2/69; Stage 2, A swan 1/ 3/69: 
Stage 3, Wad:. Halfa (Sudan ) 10/3/69; Stage 
4, Khartoum 15/3/69; Stage 5, Malakal 22/3 
1969, and Kampala (Uganda) 2/4/69. The cov
ers bear a map of the White Nile area, and 
also depict a hovercraft. 

We are indebted to A l.fred J. Moses, Stamp 
Editor of the Los Angeles Herald - Examinet' 
and Assoc. Editor of the National Stamp News 
for this illustration. 

* * 
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J. 1B IMifat.£ tl' H ~ 

C omtrlte"tg 
1860 

Comments on previo•.JS arU.cl•O!S and tho q:..tery 
on the 1366 Is!3Ue of Eg;rpt. 

We refe r to L 1 0RmiiJ'r PHILATELIQiJE, No. 117, 
April 1966 - Ja11uary 1967, p:>ge 613 aDd the 
article of Dr. Peter Sm~th. 

10 .I?m:!i The variety shown in fig . 2 , 
mo:mtioned as constant on stamp No. 65 does 
not exist on the photographic reproductio!J 
I ha<Je of the proof sheet of that value, 
ne1ther on stamp No . 65, nor on any of the 
other 199 stamps of the sheet o How can this 
diffeJ;ence be expla ined ? 

20 ~ The variety mentioned on No . 79 
of the sheet - upper left hand corner b:co
ken - occurs on stamp No. 73 in tbf:; photo·
graph I have of this value. Which~ fL1ally 
is the correct nu:nl::>er ? 

Now, we refer to EGYPTIAN TOPICS, Vol. II, 
No o 5, July - August 1970; the article/ 
query of W. F . Billens. 

20 para Fig . 1. This va~iety is con-
stant on stamp No. 14. 

20 .m.r§. - Fig. 2. This ··rariety could be 
constant on stamp No . 77. It is a very nice 
one for which I congratulrd~e the 0\•mer. 

I have been able to p 1 ate t h e s e stamps 
thanks to the photographic album of the 
proof sheets of the issue of 1866, execut
ed in April 19.4.9 by the Survey Department 
for the Philatelic Society of Egypt anu for 
a few subscribers, among wnom I, fort •.mate
ly wa s included. 

* * 
Mr. d 1 Hu:nieres .:is a Fellow of the Royal a'1d 
the Acad omie Fra'1cais. He is an acknowledg
ed expert. on the stamps of Egypt and on the 
Suez Canal. We are grateful for his help. 

• • m1s n· • 

RALPH TIPPER writes fro m Toronto, Canada 
1r1ith what 1r1e believe might be one of those 
rar e find s we all hope some day to enc:ount
er , "MISSING COLOI\..3 11 ! 

Tblph writes, "Hecently I acquired a lot of 
Sudcm, all mint., from l 9 51 to ea ~· l,y 1962. 
In this 1ot I found a 15 m. nnd 5~j m. pair 
in3sribed '~brld Refugee Year, 7 Aprill960' 
whi:::h seemed odd to me (a 11 of the other 
stamps in the lot are quite normal) so I 
compared them with a similar pair .in my 
collec:tio11 and in the store 1 s stock book 
wl::\ich are described by Zeheri, 1967 ed.ition 
as Nos. 133 / 13L. as 15 m. black, ultramarine 
and red- brown (Scott Nos. 128/ 129, black, 
buff and ultrama~ine). The 55 m. black, red 
and :pgle sepia (Scott, black, beige and 
orange). " 

'The pair in the lot are colored as follows: 
the 1 5 m. is black and ultramarine with the 
RED - BHOWN or BUFF missing; 55 m. is black 
a~Jd red with t he PALE SE?IA or· BEIG!j; miss
ingo n 

Ralph says his F.lir is perfed 13 x 1 Jt on 
mult iple S G watermarked paper with ·normal 
gum . Design is identical except for this 
missing calor on both values ., (NOTE: Both 
Scott and Zeheri list p::lrforation as 14 '?). 

Ha s anyone seen a similar vari·~ty ? If they 
are gen11ine at l ea:ot 49 more of each value 
must exist some1..Jhere ? ? ? 

Please l·~t us know if these should come to 
your attenti ::m . 

* 
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• Taxe a percev r 
Some additional co~nents and another .---------------------------------------~----~~ 
fine example of the four line ha nd-
stamp 11 Taxe a percevoir/pour insuff'
isance / d 1 a ffranchis sement /Le Re ce
veur Principal11 , which first ap:r:;ear
ed in Vol. 2, No. 2 of Topics, pag e 
37, by Dro D. C. Jordan ~ in Vol. 2, 
No. 3, pages 55 & 57 by Jean Boulad 
d'Humieres and Dr. Jordan, and Vol. 
2, No. 4, page 73, by Dr. Peter A.S. 
Smith. 

I quite agree with t he interprata
tion given by Dro Jor dan : it is the 
temporary use of ordinary stamps as 
as postage d· . .le stamps. The Yvert and 
Tellier catalogue , France and Colon
ies, French Offices Abroad, Vol. III, 
1940, (which generally gives sound 

'f ~ <1UJ-d
~~-~~~'frcevoir 

information), quotes this exception- ._ ________________________ _. 

al use saying that 11 In November 1921 
some stamps ca ncelled by a special hand
stamp were used as postage due starnps 11

• 

Here, there is a mistake as the letter pre
sented by Dr. Jordan bea r s the date of May, 
1921. It would be interesting to know the 
dates put on other known letters to situate 
the limit dates of use. It is certain that 
these items are very rare and not well-known 
as they are not quoted in most of the cata
logues. 

The handstamp is always violet and there is 
no receiver 1 s signature. Six different 
stamps have been seen with this cancel
lation. All a re ordinary s tarn p s of <Port 
Said, 1921. They are: the 2m. on 5c (49A) 
blue-green, the 4m. on lOc (50) pink, plus 
a double overprint variety, of which it is 
pointed out, the 10 m. on 25c (53) blue, 15 
m. on 50c (55) brown and gray, the 30 m. on 
lf'. (57) carmine and olive green and the 60 
m. on 2f. (58) purple and yellow, Yvert and 
Tellier numbers. Their value is estimated 
to be from $40.00 for t he first to $200.00 
for the final item (Ma:try Catalogue Vol. II 
1970 edition). 

The i tern I have is stamped with a French 25c 
blue 11 sower11 obl iterated i n France . Unfor
tunately t he date is illegible . Note also 
that the cover contains t he triangular hand 
stamp (tax ue) in black. The stamp of Port 
Said is the 15 m. on 50c. 

If the reason for taxing Dr. Jordan's let
ter is obvious enough (non-stamped letter), 
it is not so clear as far as miml is con
cerned as it bears the regular 25c rate. We 
can only suppose that it is due to the ex
cessive weight of the l etter, or that it 
has been struck by courtesy of the Post Of
fice. 

WANTED! 
POSTA EUROPEA COVERS 

EGYl'I' 1 - 28 ON COVER3 

FOR SALE 
SUDAN COVERS 1912 I 13 PERIOD 

.ALBER.T GUAST 

BROOK 1, HAMBURG 11, W. GEfu'VlANY 
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,., 4.$. s.w. 

ORIGINAL QUESTIONS FROM MR. MILLER MORRIS 

OF A.lvlARILLO, TEXAS APPEARED ON PAGE 40 OF 

EGYPTIAN TOPICS, VOL. 3, NO. 2. 

ATe Type 10 El-Obeid cancels scarce ? In our last issue under the title "QUERY" J) 
we ran a series of f ive questions having to I don't believe EL OBE ID date stamps with 

the name in a straight line are rare, though 
they certainly are not common. I do suspect 
that Gisburn and Thompson did not ex press 
themselves clearly, and that they actually 
meant that this style of postmark was used 
for very few offices, perhaps only for EL-

do with postal history matter of the Sudan. 
They came originally from MilJer Morris 0 f 
Amarillo in a letter asking for help. Your 
ed:i tor attempted to answer them but, lacking 
sufficient detail to satisfy Mr. Morris. As 
a result we ran them asking for assistance 
from the "experts". Initially, they appear
ed not too difficult however, after careful 
digest they cannot be passed over lightly. 

To date we have received only one reply ? ? 
Tough fellas ? Dr. Smith did reply and his 
answers follow: 

l) 

.., __ ..... ,...IIfi!!M OBE ID. I have an exam ple 
dated 1918, while Gisburn and 
Thompson illustrate a oo rking 
from 1908, s o ev identlyit had 
a long term of use. 

(The illustration at the left 
is from the editor's collect
ion,. with clear date of 7 XII What was the actual date of is sue of 

of the 1897 5 mill provisional ? ..._!Mtiiii•!MiaM~MII·J907. Among 21 others, years 
I have never seen the exact date officially of 1912 and 1913 predominate.). 
recorded for the issue of the 5 mill of the 

4
) 

first issue of Sudan. The earliest postmark 
date I have seen is June, and I have covers 

Why does the CoQn~ry name Sudan appear 
on Tewfikia cancels ? Was it because 
of the Fashoda incident ? as late as 1898 franked with mixtures of 

other values to make up the 5 mill rate, as 
though there was a shortage. However, T.F. 
Marriner in his booklet "Sudan", published 
in 1915 by David Field, states that the 5 
mill and the 2 P.T. values were is sued on 
May lsto Marriner's booklet, incidentally, 
gives considerably more detail about this 
issue than does the Gisburn and Thompson 
book. 

2) When did the Port Sudan P. 0. vpen ? 

I do not know when the Port Sudan Post Off
ice was established, but certainly it was 
many years before 1909. The statement in 
Gisburn and Thompson about 1909 is mislead
ing. It was the l?£.l:t - that is, the new 
quay- that was officially opened, dedicat
ed, or something of that order, in l909.The 
town, and its post office, was in exist
ence much earlier. 

Tewfikia cancellations bear the word "SUDAN" 
in order · to distinguish it from Te1tJifikia in 
Egypt. There are at least three T8\·Jfikia 1 s: 
one in the Nile delta, one close to Wadi
Halfa, and one far south near Fashoda. Only 
the first two had post offices; the last wa s 
more of an expedition encampment than any
thing else. The earliest postmarks are spelt 
"TA.OFIKIA 11

, and date, at le a st, from 1892. 
They are, of course, found only on Egyptian 
stamps a It is still controversial as to which 
place used this cancellation. The concensus 
of opinion seems to favor the Sudanese loca
tion. In the 1890's, the Thomas Cook steam
ers carried the mail c.: s far as 1-fadi Halfa, 
a ::1d the :Postal Guides for this period list a 
stop at Tewfikia. They list both post offices 
o f this name, and the Sudanese one .;is desig
nated as being in "Nubia". 
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SUDAN QUERY (Continued) 

5) Who was the Khartoum postmaster prior 
to the time of the Mahdi ? 

I can1 t give any information about the post
masters at Khartoum OI\ anywhere else in the 
Sudan, but it is possible that suqh inform
ation is recorded somewhereo Perhaps it 
should be mentioned that Gisburn and Thomp
son1s weakest area is the Egyptian Post in 
the Sudan prior to 1885. There we re many 
offices~ in operation, a 11 using Egyptian 
stamps: Dongola, Berber, Kassala, Korti 
and Suakin, and of course, Wadi Halfa. The 
latter dates back to 1867 or 1869; Khartoum· 
.was opened in 1873. In the 18 9 0 1 s other 
offices were opened: Tokar, Dabroussa, Wadi 
Halfa Camp, Taufiqia, and possibly Debeira 
Ishket, Faras, Sara and others. 

There may well have been more than one post 
master at Khartoum, which was open for near
ly twelve years. Egyptian stamps are also 
known with a seal cancellation of Gedaref. 
A good deal of such information has be e·n 
published; among many places, in the-PHIL
ATELIC JOURNAL OF GREfoT BRITAIN which car
ried an ,article en Egyptian stamps used in 
the Sudan in the March, 1958 issue. Gisburn 
and Thompson is useless for this period of 
Sudanese Postal History. 

* * * 
GABRIEL BDULAD 

"'I BB~ - ~ 970 

We have received belatedly, a clipping from 
L'ORIENT, the Beirut Daily, advising us of 
the death of G~BRIEL BOULAD, in November. 

Mr. Boulad was one o .f the "Grand Old Men" 
of Egyptian philately; the winner of numer
ous accolades and awards of prominence: at 
Cairo~ 1946, in New York in 1947, anJ again 
in Lisbon, 1953. 
A member of the Philatelic Society of Egypt 
No. 382· and the Egypt Study Circle of Lon
don, he was well knOl-ln in the Mid -East and 
in E•.1rope. · 
His many articles on specialized phases of 
Egyptian philately, published over many 
yea~s in L'Orient Philatelique, will remain 
as a fitting memorial to this man who spent 
a lifetime i:n his studies, and who continu
ally shared his vast knowlf3Jga with all who 
were interested. Our sincere condolences to 
his family. 

P/f?WV ElfEND.I! 
A FEN m:EVOFDS 
1£~ fVEAN Pf\OFI T 

bazaar 
There is never a charge fo:~ WA~11fS or Qli'f'Er'.S 
·listed for· our. readers in Egyptian Topics. 

* * * 
WANTED: Correspondence withanyone wOO. can 
supply me with the new issues of Egypt at a 
reasonable profit over face. Also need some. 
1960 - 19'71 issues. Write to GUS KATHMANN, 
3606 Kipling Ave. St. Louis Iark, Minn., 55416 

WANTED: Selected items- from the Royal ini
perforates. Write to V. ANDONIAN, P. 0. Box 
11199, Piedmont Station, Oakland, Califor-
nia, 94611. · · 

OFFERS.: See the list of special offe:rs in 
Vol. 3, No. 1 of Topics. Many hard- to- get 
items,priced for sale. Write to FIDYD H. 
DAEHN, 5849 Park Ave. Minneapolis, Mn. 55417 · 
SPECIAL OFFER - LITERATURE: We have re
ceive·a· a letter from: CHARLES A PF ELBAUM, 
BOOKs, 39 Flower Road, Valley Stream, New 
York, 11581 offering the following lot ~or 
$40.00 postpaid. Write if interested. 
13 various catalogues of Egyptian stamps 
40 copies - Egyptian Newsletter 

7 copies - Egyptian Topics 
9 copies - L'Union Postale, 1935- 1950 

Catalog of the Hinde sale of Egypt / Sudan 
A copy of Byam1 s Egypt 
Several'other various items 
In addition, he offers 366 iteins for a total 
of $120 intact, or will sell as individ~l 
groups - such as: 
71 copies of American Philatelist~ 1960's 
38 London Philatelist - 1960's 
4 Billigs Handbooks (Not itemized) 

32 Bureau Specialists - 1956 - 1960 
36 Mercury Stamp Journal - 1951 - 1962 
Plus many other odds and ends. 

PETER FELTUS is back from his extensive and 
lengthy tour of the Continent. He is still 
looking for that elusive copy of L10P No 28 
If you can help write to him at: 4970 Des
mend Street, Oakland, California, 94618 •• 
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'FUN . AND PROFIT 

Here, to keep the ballrolling, are a couple 
of more items for my continuing series of 
Pi-liLi\TELTC FU]:. (I imagine we ought to drop 
the n& PROFITn in the title. I meant profit 
in tl':le sen;3e of satisfaction, b11t in print 
it seems to connote material rew:ud - few 
of my "flaws " will ever amount to an i ota 
in extra cas~ - but they d::> point a direct
ion by which a mrJdestly ·knowledgeable a m-. 
ateur can build his collection . This, in 
my opinion, is the nnme of the g<:1m·2 ~ 

So • • 

MOl~E PHIJ:ATELIQ FUJi 

AHRr£!1,!: OF EGY:ttB.N TROOE~ AT GAZ!l 

Tb.:; large green com:J•31:10rative (Arriva l o f 
Egyptian Troops at Gaza) of June 1 5, 1948, 

r- r \/D'' ·
[LJ I I It.. 
15 111/ai 48 

?igurc 1 

(Zeheri catalogue (1967), 
No. 103, page 15.2) has an 
interesting flaw. A ·large 
white mark, re3embling an 
a postroph•3, above and be
tw;en 1tpn and "T" in t h e 
lower panel. (:I<,ig . l) • It 
is about as large and jJ.st 
as prominent as the dot of 
"i" in "Hai" directlybe
low. 

I also note, on another 
stamp, a small white dot 
over t he A r a b i c n'.L'llera 1 
zero at th:; lm.Jer right. 
(Fig • .2 ). 

Fig-ure 2 

Finally, at l east one stamp exists with a 
small green dot in the 11 1 11 

of the numeral nl0 11 at the 
lower left. (Fig o 3). 

A total of 449, 752 sta11ps 
of th i.s commemorative were 
issued. 

7igure 3 

MO!JAI'1ED ALI PASHA ------ --
The equa:_ly la::-ge brmm and 
green commenorat ive (Mo~amed 
Ali Pasha) issued Augu3t 2, 
l9L~.8 (Zeheri No . 110, page 
154) boasts a break in the 
lower shore line of the lake 
at the upper left. of t h j_ s 
sta~p. It i3 a pretty prom
inent break (:.:~bo:lt Oo5 mm .) 
and it may be constant. See 
Fig. 4. 
I have two others each with 
large spots of green ink at 

tl':le upper left. 
encountered tW•J, 
nothing more than 
printing pl:'l.te. 

I mention them since I've 
but they ar e probably 
SJY2Cks of dirt on the 
Fig. 5o 

i r r----

ii/\...-4 
hi t:. 
!1 !.-.... 

li \~ 
IJ 

F'it;urc 5 

·- ···--·-- - ·-·-··-----· --·------···--·-- ·- ·--------·-·-···-·------

FORCES IN EGYPT 
1932-1940 

Ann~~ 1Jo·.)k !:~l.ltitl · .-:d 17 1-r)S'tlA.L .s·sn,.JICE 0? THE 
:-mTl'I::>: ~·ul<CE:; I\J sc;YP'.r - 1932 - 19/+0, coPJ
pU:·:d by .J() ,LJ[I] to:: . 0. HUH ~3S. a ppE':i~:·ed in Jan
nnry, J )'7U . h.:lJ}i; ~:t <;d :lr1 Lundo•t bJ the auth
or, :i. t giv.~:3 d w·);~].f: ;; of jn''or·m1tion in this 
sp:~G·i ::~1-i_ :6~-:d c.iTUrl -· //J }Jagc:::;, 9 .::; _~' photos. 

Noted i s a eo m p:r·~-~hc: ;·1 ;-~ :·~ i.te t~:_··e.·~1 trnent 
the know.;. v:~: ~L;t:l::; .; . v.;,,·';-·-
'n·=t rl--· (J' lJ · •.::- t •··<>+ "'•l;)· 'lr=l_ • ·' ~ \.. ·--' . • A....__, J ·• ' -" ··"· , I .._ • .J. 

e:pat('; l:i sting of the 
Vel''J OW~ kf:LO\.J ':t e::-: ·o:r·r;; 

str:imps r-utd !_;ovcrs :~: d ~J. 

pr.L::::o li_~:.;t intcnd:3d to 
be current and us<1fu:J an 
a g•.l.irl•.:') fo;- mint, u;3(~d, 

:i.n ful1 pa:>:1c.s, ond o,·, 
cove:r·. 
rninri, 

A nt>..J, a:1d 1·, c O'JT' 

more~ u~=>ef lll n;:m ~-

b(~r· j ne S~\fS TJOTrl j 0 C!:rp] C y

of al1 of 

i:}d . lle ofr'G c-::> cruel it tl; J:l:: t "'1;1 o:· our collea
g·lc::> ir tlw Eg_vpt :·)":,ud:; Ci;ocJ.·, f'o" t heir aid. 

It is a'l.r; .. ~i:.l':l 1J-ie, pc:·~l ~p:-.!id .in t1'-t{:~ U. S. from 
o •.I,. re.::~ rl ·::. , .. , Wr~ r_,':' }.<;; ·; ~·;,! U !1X , ')!, W·3 3 ":. 84th St • , 
Ne1:1 Yor};, lJo;::<~ - Pr-i ' :e i~> :t;; .oo. 
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HjGH DAM 
Issued to coincide 
wi th the birthday 
of the late Egypt
ian President, 
Gamal Abdel Nasser 
and a tribute to 
to the opening of 
this great engin
eering feat o It 
stands as one of 
the largest in the 
1-lorld. Ultimately 
i t w i 11 c 0 n vert 
mi llions of acres 
of wasteland ·into 
productive soil, 
plus abundant pow
er both to aid the 
Egyptian economy. 

. \(\'1/\ 
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AR 

UAR 

DATE OF ISSUE: 15 January, 1971 COLORS: 
DENOMINATION: 2 Stamps - lOO & 200 Mills WA:rERMARK: 

Bl J.e, Emera ld green & Brown · 
M ~1ltiple Eagle 

St ee l engraving for the 
st~mps , rotogravure for 
t he backgrot.md. Printed 
b y the Postal Printing 
House , in the U.A.R. 

DESIGN: 2 Stamps, each with a portrai t PRINTING: 
of Garnal A bdel NasSE""". Elec-

D.:MENSIONS: 
PERFORATION: 

tric Generating Station of the 
dam in the background. 

136 x 80 mm. 
Imperforate QUANTITY: 100,000 sheets 

NASSER DE FIN IT IVES 
DtHE Olt' ISSUE : 
DENOMINATIONS: 
DESIGN: 
DJMENSIONS: 
PERFORATION: 
SHEET: 
COLORS: 

J.. ·, .Janil 'J [·y , 1 :171 
200 & 500 Mills 

Portrait of Nasser 
40 x 40 mm. 

ll l/2 
35 stamps (5 x 7) 

Illustr a tions from photos 
Colors are · unknown 

WATERMARK: Multipl~~ Eagle 

r---~----------Q~U~A~NT~I~TY~=-----------------------~U::nlisted 

, SpedaJ ~Iini"~Souvenir Sb.ef~t Offered 
I 

\ UN ICE~~ ~ U. N. - tocal Post ~ Penal Philately . 
! In Combination , 
' A novel cinderelb collector's item will be diered :by the 906 Si2mp CJ.u!:l 
:' nu a one-day-only cachet cover on April 24, 1971. 'Ihs cachet notes ttl~ l5lh .tUmi : 
i . • . l 
·. 1·ersary of the penal club, ·while incorporating a new, (4dl) iss· • .:.e o£ the 906 L•::>CD l 
I . ' 
\ Post stamp. For orders. send 25i, (for eaeh cover) t1~: I 

, Cachet Covers · 13·1PEX~71 906 S'I'fi....t\1)> CLCB c/;,; A. G. Ga,J.th.:er I 
Post Office Box lW So. Wr.tlpole, MA 020';l ; ---
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For many years a serious controvc3rsy exist
ed over a simple cancellati·:m. "Simple" be
cause it was a pedectly legiti;nate marking 
of the military outpost "Jv1E;i.A't.!I"; certain
ly controversial as it appeared under sever
al dates, in d:Uferent months, in the latter 
half of 1896- sevc;ral months prior to the · 
official da~e of issue of the first provis
ional stamps of the Sud.an, March, 139'7. So 
serious in fact, that even the renowned & 
highly regard·ed Gibbons ca':.a:1.og cha:1ged the 
date ba:!kward t o September 1896, based then 
on a fe\..r ::: opies whi·~ h had come to light. 

Mu:::h has been written con ce rni n g t hi s 
odd dating, with the final conclusi·Jn that 
the Mera·..;i postal clerk of that day, was at 
best working in the dat'k, or that he W1s · a 
blind iDdividual (another alternative might 
ha'Je been his inability to read, a pee ·lliar
ity not uncommon in our ovm P .0. deputment 
at present). whLLe only an error in the date 
on the canceller can explain it - short of 
del i.berate forgery, it certainly w o :.11 d be 
interesting now to hear the real story from 
that pac-:-ti c ular clerk, first hand~ 

In support of the contention that an erron
eous da":;e stamp was used, we shohr here two 
covers, once in the possession of Capt. L. 
G. Hearn F.R.P.S.L. and the E S C of London 
showing the 1896 Mera'..Ji marking, backstamp
ed at Ha1fa and Cairo in the same month one 
year later, 1897 . 

These illustrations in the British " Stamp 
Collecting", November 5, 1933 in connection 
with an arti:::le by D. B. Armstrong. We ack
nowledge this source and take the li.bectyof 
reproducing it here. 

Refuting any claim of valid usage is certain 
proof in the form of statements from sever
al British military men who were in the area 
at the time, among them, Col. E.A. Stanton 
who later achiever1 f11me as the designer o f 
the "Camel" stamps of the Sud~n-1. He says 
there were no adhesives of any kind avail
abl8 and that any mail was forwarded in an 
unfronked condition with postage- due being 
collected on delivery. 

We have seen very few cop.iAs of this parti
cular item over the years, and we have won
dered hm.; many actua::_l_ly exist ? And in wh,3t 
denominati•Jns ? Those we have seen were all 
of the lower denominations. No1.1, after se ·v
e-c·al years your happy editor has acquired a 
copy wi th an excelJent strik<~ dated 2 OC. 96 
on the 5 Piastre value. 

It appears to me that two different cancel
lArs W:Jre in use, one with Roman numerals in 
the month and one in the French manner i.e. 
OC, DE, etc., I have seen the error only on 
the French type. Perhaps our r eaders might 
check to help determine if this is true ? 

BI3~:.!;Q.Qij.}hJZliY: Stamp Collecting, Nov. 5 '38 
by Douglas B. Armstrong 

L'Orient Philatelique, Vol. III, No. 39 in 
Januat'y, 193'), by G. Seymour Thor.1pson. 



!GYPTIAN TOPICS MA.RCH - APRIL 1971 Page 57 

~ I; • 
(a, ~IJC(Jlrt9fiOIJ~ 

In nQ~bers three and five (1970 ) of Egypt 
ian Topics, both Dr . Peter A. S . Smith and 
Gordon Garrett, have dealt with posta l can
ce llations on fiscal stamps j and with these 
notes I am pleased to follow the same sub
j ect. 

Photo A (bel oH) shm.Ts a n e nvelop:: fran.l{e d 
'-li th t'.tO 5 mills fiscal stamps, and conse
quently taxed for 20 mills; but its pec uli
arity consists in the fact that for these 
20 mills, there has been used a normal 10 
ll}i lls postage due stamp of the 1927/ 41 set 
in use during that period, but for the re
maining 10 mills, two ordinary stamps of 5 
mills each from the Farouk issue have been 
u,tilized. Both of these ..rere cancelled · in 
ffi!l!!USCript With a l.:~rge nrn, together with 
what I believe to be the initial let ters of 
the postman. 

FfSCAL STAf'-#'tPS 

As strange a s it mc.y seem, trds :: ::; not tb(? 
firs~ time that ord:inary Eg;ypti:~n po::;LJg~~ 
stamps have been used to t3 x: l etters .. Per
haps a few r eaders will rer'1<~:nber th,"t from 
the llth of July, 19;~0 tbe rate c:· a nor
mal local letter was im:re<H3ed from 5 m.U.ls 
to 6 mills . Consequ·~ntly, lettc~r· .:; posted 
on the 13th of July, 1940 and de:l_ivered on 
the l.~.th of the same mc.:1th, Here taxed for 
two mills (i. e ., doubl·3 t he di fferenee in·
volved f or the above ch9.nge of rate). 

Photo B (on t}le following pa;?;e) shows an 
en-relope posted on t he 13th of Ju 1 y at 
Ale xandria a ne} de],.ive rt:ld on the J4,t h at 
I smaiHa. 

DJ.e to the change of rate t h is envelope 
has also been taxed for the additional t wo 
mi lls o 

·., 

:;;~ 
' 11\. 

· .~ r6 elf'· .. ~. 
• . . i . . •. · , <o;f' • ,. )'""~. : -~ , ·' ·I ' · 

( . . . . ... : . -~ -~ . . ,' 

. ·.~~ . . 

·----
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At the post office in Ismailia it seems that 
there was a lack of postage due stamps of 
the two mill denomination, and therefore a 
normal, ordinary Farouk stamp has been used 
by the postman, cancelled by a large framed 
"T". 

We can therefore deduce that owing to un
foreseen circumstances, ordinary Egyptian 
stamps have occ1:1sionally been used to tax 
letters a 

It would be greatly a?preciated if any of 
our readers having other examples of ord:i.n
ary definitives used as postage dues would 
advise our editor so we may comp.1ete the 
documentation of these interesting items. ' 

* * 
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FLCVD H. CAEHN 
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE DF EGVP-t

"!~ !ID!2!4\~ RES~=lQ.H !ill1~J.Cl(!.1.tl·E~" 

B;r GORDON B.· GAfi.RI~•,.r 

With Valuabl~ Assistance From GHARIES .~OX 

SECTION. VI 
.• . AI~MAIL 

T~ FOLLO~ REFERE.JiCES ARE TAK~;N ERQM. ~~ PHILAU~IQUE AS NOTED: 

LA R>STE AUX PIGEONS EN :m,X,~~ - Author unlisted - N~. 20, April, 1934, pp. 12 & 13 
In French. Illustrated with small map of the route usedo 

~ ETIQUETTES AERO:t'OST~~~~.Jl!..:m.YPTE - BOULAD, Jean, No. 24, April, 1935, PP• 8 & 9 
-In French. Interesting illustrations of various Air Mail labels, Including 
Heliopolis, Imperial Airways, and official issues. 

NOTES AND QUESTIO~ - BOULAD, Jean, No. 25, July, 1935, pp. 21 & 22. In French. 
Notes on flights between Cai.ro/Haifa, Egypte/ColognA, Egypt/South America, and 
Egypt/Bratislava. Also some notes on Heliopolis RAF Display in Egypt in 1935 

FIRST REGULAR R>S!,AL ~LIGii'r~_{llOl-1 ~!YPT - BOULAD, Jean, No. 25, July, 1935, PP• 6-9 
In French, but easy to follow. A chronological listing, annotated with notes 
of the RAF or Airline carrying the mail, rates between the cities on the way, 
beginning with 1921 to J~.me, 1935. Excellent. 

LA POSTE AERIENNJL!:ti IDY1:!~ - Author Unlisted, Vol. III, No. 34, October, 1937, page 
164 (F), Notes on flights from Egypt to Africa/South America, Central and So. 
America, Burma and the United States. 

LISTE CHRONOIDGIQUE DES~;[~S .JQ\lli§.J2_~UTILISATION PAI:LL'EGYPl'E. DES_;DIFFE.REN'J:~ LIG
NES R>STALES AERIEmlm - (First regular postal flights from Egypt) - BOULAD, Jean, in 

Vol. III, No. 35, pp. 207-209. A continuation of the work listed above in No. 
25. Beginning wi·th Aug. 1935 through October, 1937. 

EQYPT - FIRST FLIGHT COVERS -. ANHOURY, Victor, Vol. III, No. 35, January, 1938, P• 
219. Actually a full page ad of covers for sale but listed here .as they are 
in chronological order from 1926 to 1937 and of value for reference. 

THE EA;RLY AL~ ST.AMPS OF EGYPT AND THE ~!:!JJAN - EDWARDS, W. Buckland, Vol. IV, No. 53, 
· PP• 428 - 431. Interesting and well illustrated with singles, lst. flight 

covers of Imperial Airways, the Graf Zepp cancels and Sudan. material. 

AIR MAIL STUDY - THE PIONEER EMERGENCY AIR MAIL SERVICE USED DURING M~'@.!L~_APR:[!Jlt 
1919 AT~- TIME Qlf_THEJ!!Q.'!:~-ANQ_~TI!J"!ES __ IN EGYPT - GILBERT, J.H.E., Vol. IV, No. 56 

Study No. ·15 of the Egypt Study Circle. pp. 615 - 620. A scholarly work by an 
expert of real value to the student. Illustrated with the obliterations used, 
and the military postal marldngs of the Army Post. Excel.l.ent. 

A PROPOS DU MIDJlLE EAST INTEflNAT;tON~~--Q.IV!k A't[IATIO!LQ.QJiG~S - DEV~);.Q~e~NT DE ~ 
ru!:rioN EN EGYPTE SOUS LE Rm.NE DlL~.M. JtOUAD. J.er. et de S. M. FAROUK_J.e:t• -· Fremch 

By AWADALLA, Guirguis, Vol. V., No. 58, April, 1947, PP• 89- go •. Postal 
history of the developnent of Aviation during the reigns of Faud and Farouk. 

PASSAGE EN EGYPTE DE L'ATLA~~KY_:t-fE@H!m: - 4 FEVRIE~Ll2/.& - BOULAD, Jean, Vol. V. 
· No. 64, October, 1948, pp. 441- 445. (F). Illustrations, covers and eti

quettes of the Sky Merchant and the IMAMBA cover, the S.A.I.D.E. stnmps with 
varieties and a souveni~ cachet of the S.P.E. 
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~ PHILATELIC LITERATURE Q[ ~ . (Continued) 
r-\ 

Le NISR - -~I~_gl,[ADRIMQ.t~uR q~.:.li!.~§.!:.A:~J;,!.~.E.!.-~~t:t~t.qe le 2J_AOUT -l~t48~ SOl~ VOL INAUG-

~ - LE QA!@! - ROt-1E - KHAYAT, Georges, VOL. V; No. 64. October, 1948, PP• 464 - 466. 
(F) Story of the flight with pho_to of plane. Good description of the issue. 

EGYPT AND SUll~JLN.:>TES - THOMFSON, G. Seymour, Vol. VI, No. 65, January 1949, pp. 1 - 4· 
A good discussion of flaws on the Palestine overprints for Air, and the S .. A..I.D.E. 
overprints with varieties. Interesting. 

m_GRAF ~P;E~LIN OVERPRINTS - (In Arabic). Vol. VII, No. 74, April, 1951, pp. 132- 140. 
Text is in Arabic but profusely illustrated with varieties of the overprints and 
a Zeppelin cover to Palestine, all of which are self-e.xplanatory. 

LES O:SI!ITERATIONS DE LA. POSTE AERIENNE ET_DES_AERQ.:QROMES :Q'EGITTE - BOUL.I\D, Jean~ Vol. VII 
No. 77, January, 1952, ppo 288 - 297. (F) Illustrations of the various airmail 

. cancellations from 1910 to 1951. Photos of IM~'4BA, CITEX and BEPITEC covers·. 

B.O.A.C. COlvJET JETLJNER SERVICE - FIRST FLIGHT BETWEEN WND AND CAB.O A.No .RETUR.~ .- Author ------ ----------·. ---·----------.--
Unlisted. Vol. VII, No. SO, October, 1952, p. 500. (F) . Two covers· covering both 
legs of the flight are illustrated together with dates and data. 

OVERPRINT_lli!ETIES OF E~ - EID, Mehanny, Vo~. VIII, No •. 84. PP• 213 - 215. Illustra
ted with drawings of the varieties in the Palestine overprints plus the K.E. & S. 
overprint on the 7 mm. 

NOTE lDDITIOIDJELLE AU SUJET DES OBLIT:ERATIONS DE LA POSTE AERIENIE ET DES AERODROMES D'EGYP.rE ------------- -·-----------------------------·----
BOULAD, Gabriel, Vol. VIII, No. 84, October 1953, pp. 223 - 225. Illastrations of 

· the airmail cachets in English, French and the comb. Arabic. and two types of Cairo~ 
Aerodrome cancellers used. · · · . 

LIEUT!-MARC ~. - PIONEER FREN(l[J~!iQ.I - GILBERT, J .H.E., Vol. IX, No. 9.3, January, 1956 
pp. 319 - 333. The complete story of this epic-making ·flight, well iliustrated 
with photos taken at the tir~ as well as photos of covers ann ~ complete listing 
of covers known to e~ist. Very fine. Also in Vol. X, No. 98 in French, p. 635. 

~-PO~ - GILBERT, J.H.Ea, Vol. X, No. lOO, Jan /April, 1959, pp. 741- 747, In both 
. French and English. Interesting story of an additionaf "find", il ustrated, plus 
3 historic photos. Translateo to English by A. Mazloum_, Notes by d'HUmieres. 

AmGRAPHS -. EID, M., No. 105, October, 19(>1, pp. 273/4• Informatipn ·on th~ military "Air-
graphs, their production and use .-with two illus-t~tions of the canceller used. 

ARABIC 'JZEX'rS ON STAMf§ - HOW THEY CA.N BE AFFECTED BY MISSING AND_ATRA DOTS - EID, M., 
No .•. 107, July, 1962, P• 92. Illustrated article on missing dots on various. stamps 
but specifically the 9 m. airmail of the first pyramid lssue showing how 2 dots 
make the 9, but with no dots, 1 m. and one dot, 2 m. etc., interesting. 

STUDE SIDL~§._SURC!!A,RGES OOUBLE ET RENVERSEE. - Author unlisted, Ne~ 114, October, 1~4 -
January, 1965, pp. 390 - 392. (F) Article on the 111-iEANS" issue and the possibil-

., ··• ity of plating with a chart showing the relative positions. 

AN ESSAY FQB:_I!!LM.~.A.N. CONFEa~Jiq!l!_!§~_QU2M!_! - S:[\UTH,. PETER A. S., No. 120, July
October, 1968, p. 83. Enla!"ged illustration showing majo~ differences in the over-
print although text is the same. Is it an essay ? · 

(To be continued. in the May /'June· Is611e) ~ 
------------·----·------ --------------------------TELL A FRI~ND ABOUT EGYPTIAN TOPICS - THE JOURNAL FOR SPECIALISTS OF EGYPI' AND THE SUDAN ---------------- ------- ---------------------------------
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MEET ou• NEwEsT AoviRTis~· ,. · Special Mini-SouveBir- Sheet Offered 
We take a great deal of pleasure in intro- 1·.' · · 

ducing oU!" newest advertiser to our readers . U NI C I I - U. N. - Local Pest - Peul Pldlately 
'MR. · ALBERT QUAST, PHILATELIST, . Hamburg. _11, : · . Ja ·£om.ilatltD 
. Br.ook 1, . Wes~ Ger~ny •. 

As our readers already know, we are very 
selective in our advertisers, and we accept 
only those dealers who are known to us, or 
who come to us higrrly recommended. 

A list of Mr. Quast' s credits include: The . 
Collectors Club, Nev York, Postal History . 
Society, New York, The China Stamp Society, . 
Inc., and China Philatelic Society of Lon- : 
dpn, M~xico - Elmhurst Philateliq Socie~y ' 
International, Int. Society of G uateunala ( 

. Collectors, The Society of Co~ta Rica Coll
ectors, Maritime Postmark Society, Rossica · 
Society of Russian Philately, T he Postal ; 
History Society · and the British Phil.a·telic · 
Association. 

We know Mr. Quast to be fair and reliable~ 
To those of you disposing of qUality mater
ial, it may be to your advantage to deal in 
the rising European market. By tha.. same 
token, those specialists among us may find 
items unobtainable elsewhere. When you· do 
write to Mr. Quast, please tell him you.saw 
it in Egyptian Topics. · 

* *' * 

A novel cinderella collector's item 
v111· be offered by tJle 9o6 Stamp Club on a 
one..da)"-onl,y cachet cover ea April•, 1971. 
~ cachet notes the lSth Anniversary of 
the pcmal club, whUe 1Dccrporat:1ng a new, 
4th .issue, or the 906 Local Post stamp. 

The P.irst local Post f'rom an American 
PM:son offers a Jdni-souvenir sheet honor
ing .. :maczr with a trilottY of: · the anniver
•a.t7. of' 9o6, new local post stamp, and 
~ in combiDation· on each cachet ·cover 
troa the 13th ID.te PbUatelic Bxhibiticm, 

'1971, (13-]PEL.?l). 
Proceeds from tJle .sale c£ these covers 

will be presented. to a _representative of' 
UIICW', as the hmate and asso-ciate members 
or. 9o6 .express theil" ccmoem· for the most 
innOcent viett. or toda7' s global ava~ce. 

Covers will be f'l'ankec1 with the U. S. 
COIIJII8morative stamp hcmoring the United 
•tions. Peelable labels will be used for 
addressing Do. 6 env~lopes, cancelled at 
-tPEX S'l'A." on April 24th. Ho -·covers will 
be sent under separate cover. For orders, 
send.-2.51, tor each cover, toa 

Speeiat· Awards-& Trophies Aboud 13-IPEX-71 
For Covers.: 

Penal ?hilately ha~ ·.once' again been recognized for its aim-people contact 

through an unders.tanding of Philately. The 906 Stamp Club at the Massachusetts 

Correctional lnstitutiori, South Walpole, M~s. will record another "first" with the 

awarcUng of the S)lCCial HISSMAN AWARD FOR SPACE CoVERS at 13-IPEX-71, April 

24th) ; the first· time the award has been offered. in a Penal Philatelic Exhibition. 

Mr. and Mr11. "Marvin Hiuman, in attendance with other honored guests, 

will tuake the presenMion to the meritorious exhibit during the 15th Anniversary 

.festivities. The purpo~;e of the Award, being self-evident, is to foster the colleCting 

of this popular topic, phil~telic souvenirs of the .. Space Age". 

• A·.tOtal of 28 Tr~phies will be awarded in eight catagories, (let, 2nd and 3rd 

in each) and three trophies: GRAND AWARD TROPHY, for Best of.Show; PitEsiDENT"S 

TROPHY, for Best Exhibit by any institutiona~ fumate; apd .. ·co:MMlTTEE AwARD, 

(trophy) for Best Exhibit by a 906 Associate -Membe~. Th~e 'will be two HoNORABLE 

MENTION Ribbons available in each catagory. A ftoor auction and bourse will be 

held and special cachet covers available. Door prizes will be presented. 

C«Jaet .c..-., 1S.JP£X.n 

905 STAMP a.tJB 

. .•. 

Far Prospectus 

William Redmond, 

. 13-IPEX· 71 Chairman 

c/ o A. G. Gauthier 

P. 0. Box lOO 

So. Walpole, MA 02071 
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UNIT~D ARAIB3 
.:ILJST AS WE Gq~~E.S3 THE -~OL~QWING EM!8._SION§_ I:!~~E BEE~ RECEIVED FROM CAIRO. INfQ!~ATION 

ON QUANTITY PRINTED J.S IDT YET AVA ILABLE. SIZE OF SHEETS IS BASE1~ ON PREVIOUS ___ FJ1J.?Sif!J'lS: 

CAIRO INTER:t-TATION&:J;; ;[AIIl" 

DENOMINATI::JNS: 20 Mills 
D.JMB1~SIONS: 25 X .42 llliil o 

DESIGNS: Modernistic symbols 
w:i. th cogs a bo're and 
pyramids below. 

PER.FORATIO:J: 111/2 
COIDRS: . Mauva, violet 

SHEET: 
WATERMAKR: 
PRINT I!'¥]: 
CONTROLS: 
Q'JA.NTITY: 

dark & pale yellow 
blsck, white, gray 
50 stamps (5 X 10) 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure 

9.l'H CONGR.ES~ OF Aii~J2 POST~L_1INIO:J 

20 Mills, and (Air Msil) 30 Mills 
L~2 x, 25 mm. 

Map of Africa and the Middle _Es:>t 
symbol of the A.ra b Pos tal Service 
and the post hor n. 

'll 1/2 
20 m. Pale blue, orange & green 
JO m. . Pale gray-green, orange & 

deep blue-green 
50 stamps (5 x 10) each value 

· Multiple Eagle 
Postal Organization House in 

Date of Is que and Serial Number 
Not listed . 

UM ,..,.,. 
1871 

the 

20 Mills 
42 X 2'5 mmo· 

Globe of the world 
. Africa pre dominA. ~'lt 
and Cotton Bollo 

11 1/2 
Bright bl~e, pale 

. green, beige, and 
brown, white 
50 stamps (5 x 10) 
Multiple Eagle 

U.A .R. 

il "f~ 
~.f'~ ' 

20 .. lOWTlAIII COTll' "l ..,..~~~·- y. 


