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CtNCINNATI, OHIO . 

with tlte t1tl£tor 
Just as vre finished wri t:ing'· the CJ,rticle for 
this issue "GUARD AGAINST THEFT" we receiv
ed word from one of. our sta.1.mch supnorte!'s 
in Boston that he wished to discont~ue his 
subscription, He g oes on to say that his 
collection o :f Egyptian mater::!.al h .'1 d been 
stolen and, at his age, he no longer wishes 
to begin all over again, : .. ,re know how he 
must feel - the s~~e as you and me, if we 
1-rere to lose 01.J.!'S. And herein lie 'I"dO notes 
of ca.ution. ( 1) Safeguard your material and 
(2) Kee~ an eye open for sv.spicious offer
ings of Egyptian and rela.ted material • . There 
is a limited market for quality items in OU!' 

area of colle'Ction and it is certainly con
ceivable that sc;"'e of our readers may be 
app!'oachecl -vf.i th some real ba!'gain offers -
offers that may turn out to be not such great 
bargains in the fin~l analysis ! -

Of course, we are always looking for inter
esting articles for Topics. lve kn ow your 
interest is as keen as ours and factual net-r 
data is welcomed, Many fine W!'iters have 
appea!'ed in p!'int i.YJ. our pae;es since we be
gan nearly three years ago. Host have stay
ed with us as re~ars not an easy task 
at times to turn out good copy. This month 
we welcome one more to the elite circle. It 
is our pleasu!'e to present HR. GEORGE ·HOUS
TON, F .E.P ,S .L. of MelboUJ:"ne, Australia, An 
excellent article on the varieties of the 2 
mill, 1921/23 Harrison pr~tin~s appea!'s as 
our lead story in this issue. 

We do have one concern H e cannot under
stand why so many fail to take .advantage of 
our FREE WANTS and OFFERS column. We !mow 
FROM EXPERIFI-TCE tha.t every . serious collect
or is alway on the look out for some spec
ial item, ~~re would like to see a comnlete 
page devoted . to i!J'l\NTS an d OFFERS in • each 
issue. why not sit down now and drop me a 
line and tell me what you need ? It will be 
in our next issue. · 

Still plenty of time too, for you to pl a ;~ e 
your o!'der for the "G.L.E. LOCAL POST lope, 
PEACE D'J THE HIDDLE EAST", illustrated in 
our last issue. First Day is tentatively set 
for October 9th, with the SESCAL Exhibition 
cancel from Los Angeles, and simultaneously 
with the So. Wal pole cancel from Hass. . 
And some good news ! vre have reliable infor
mation that a new edition of the Zeheri Cat, 
is planned for issue sometime i.YJ. 1972 ! 
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G. T. H CMCGfAM 1= ~ , s L 

T!'!O NAJOR VARIETIES occur on the 2 Millierne 
value of the pictorial stamps p:r<inted by 
Harrison ' s during 1921 I 23. These are def
inately >-t or thy of ca talogue status st 
least in Zeheri, These hro varieties appear 
se-tenant on sta mps No, 69 and 70 of the 
top pane of l OO stamp~ of sheets consisting 
of two panes, s. G. 85, Control A I 20 (the 
only known c ontr ol for this vaJ.ue) and of 
s. G. 86, Control Al21, for the time being, 
as I have been mable, to date, t-o inspect . 
any complete or partial sheets with controls 
Bl22 or Bl23. 

DEsCRIPTIOO OF VARIETIES: 

POSITION # 69: "DROPPED DOTS" of the Arabic 
letter "YEH" at top left. 

(See illustration on cover, together with 
normal stamp for comparison). 

POSITION # 70: "EGYPT" redrawn in very ir
regular lettering, in utter 
contrast to the second word 
"POSTAGE", 

I discovered the "Dropped Dots" variety in 
1940 on S. G. 86 vermilion, and iri 1950, 
the "Egypt redrawn" variety on the s ame 
value. At that time their positions in the 
pane, or the pane itself, were unknown to 
me. even after acquisition of a block of 
forty (10 x 4), with the o.H.E.M.S. over
print but without margins, However, this 
block did contain the two varieties se-ten
ant as Nos. 9 and 10 of an unidentified 
horizontal row of 10 stamps• In 1952 I was 
fortunate in bu,ying a double pane of S. G. 
86, Control .B I 21 of which thirty stamps 
(5 x 6) were missing in the top right corn
er of the top pane. Luckily the seventh 
horizontal row was intact and contained the 

TWO ffilll iEffi ES 
1921 -23 

The "H arris on" 
Print ings 

se-tenant varieties as may b e se en i n the 
phot ograph of t he part top pane, (illustr a
ted. on the following page). This then, est 
ablished the positi on s in th.e sheet a s Nos . 
69 and 70 respectively. 

Fig. l. Position No . 70 sho-vting ''EGYPT" re
drawn. 3ottom of frame l ine of un
even thickness, Damage at b ot tom
left of centrc:tl design. 

(Continued on follm,ring page) 
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Fig. 2. THE T'flO REDRAWN STEREOS SE - TENANT FROM THE TOP PANE. SHEET . MARGIN AT RIGHT 

Careful examination of the top pane reveal..:· 
ed at least 10 stamps showing damage to the 
printing plate. Damage must have been very 
extensive in stereos 69 and 70, as only 
these two were redrawn - and badly at that. 
The other affected stereos (49, 58, 59, 60, 
68, 77, 78, and 79) still show the iamage to 
the printing surface, some \-Q th only minor 
l"'etouching . It remains ob s cure w .h y 
the printers did no t substitute the badly 
damaged stereos. 

DESCRIPTIOO . OF THE DA¥1AGE AFFECTING TEN 

STEREOS, AND OF CORRECTIONS CARRIED OUT 
ON THE STEREOS - -- ---'-· --

Pos. 49: 

Pos. 58: 

Pos. 59: 

Pos. · 60: 

Broken outer frame line at the 
bottom. 

Two lines of shading broken at 
top left. \1/hi te dot on second 
Arabic letter '~1' at right mid
le. 

Retouched outer frame line at 
top right. ;mite dot in panel 
at right middle. · 

w'hite dots in panel at right 
bottom. Irregular shading of 
neck and bust. Broken corner 
over "E" of post.<tge. 

Pos. 68r 

Pes. 69: 

Pos. 70: 

Dent in loop of Fig. "2" at 
bottom left. 

Most of the .top left corner of 
this s~ereo has been . redrawn. 
THE TWO DOTS OF THE LETTER 
"YEH" ARE MUCH LONER THAN NOR
!1AL. The letter "REH" of "NAS
RIYEH" is shaped :i.n such mann
er as to reach the lower level 
of the two dropped dots, as in 
the normal lettering, but nec
essarily lo1..rer than normal. The 
outer frame line at top is of 
nnf:'·.rAn th:i.ckness. The vertical 
double frame line ur1der "IEl~tES" 
of "MILLIEHES"is of uneven 
thickness. The figure "2" at 
top left is shaped · other than 
normal, not retouched, Small 
white dot at right middle. 
Host of the bottom left corner 
of this stereo has been red!'awn. 
"EGYPT" REDRAWN IN VERY IRREG
ULAR LETTERING. Colored back
ground to "Egypt" irregular and 
much larger than normal. Bot
tom of frame line of uneven 
thickness, 

(Cont. - over) 
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UNR~CORDED VARIETIES The 1921 - 23 '11-ro i~ill of thP- Harrison Printings 

Pos, 70: 
(cont.) 

Pos o 77: 

Pos. 78: 

Pos. 79 a 

Damage or "BROKEN CO'n'JER" at 
bottom left of central design. 
Bottom frame line of central 
design curving upwards at left 

·towards the broken corner. 

Retouch to panel at top right, 
(above the 3 dots). 

Damaged corner at bottom right. 

Scratch to left of Hieroglyph
ics. 

Incidentally, t h e se-ten~nt varieties were 
unwittingly illustrated in t h e journal o f 
the Philatelic Society of Egypt, L ''ORIENT 
PHILATELIQUE, No . 7 8 , of April, 1952, page 
355, only to show the 'broken corner' vari
ety without giving position in the pane and 
ignoring completely the important feature 
of the partly redrawn printing surface, 
Both varieties described above may be eas
ily recognized in the L'OP illustration, re~ 
produced belm.r. 

Until quite recently I assumed that the 
major plate damage causing the two principal 
varieties had occured after the pr inting of 
the 2 Mill green S.G. 85 and that pe~haps a 
new plate was prepared for the printing of 
the 2 Hill vermilion, S.G. 86. · 

Then in 1968, 28 years after its first dis
covery on S.G. 86, I finally discovered and 
acquired a 2 mill green S. G, 85~ with the 
"Dropped Dots" variety. It is a used copy 
vnth the c.d.s. of the rural service, dated 
24/SE/21, jn its correct period of currency. 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT EXISTENCE 0 F THIS 
STANP PROVES THAT1 

1) The same printing plate was used for 
the green and the vermilion Two Mill 
S; G. 85 & 86 printed by Harrison's. 

2) The major plate damage occured prior 
to or during printing of t h e 19 2 1 
issue -vdth the changed watermark. 

3) Although t h e Two Hill green, S • G , 
No • . 85 was printed from a plate with 
Control A/20, the same plate was 
used for the printing of the 2 Hill 
vermilion, S. G. 86 vd th the altar
ed Control B / 21 ! 

Naturally no>-T the search is on for the Egypt 
redra-wn variety on s. G. No. 85, with con
siderably more enthusiasm, because it must 
exist on the Two Mill green 

Over the years I have either bought or have 
been permitted to inspect onlya 

12 copies of "EGYP'£ REDRAvJN" on S.G. 86 
1 copy "DROPPED DOTS" on S ,G. 85 

14 copies of "DROPPED DOTS" on S,G . 86 

Hhile the principal varieties appear ident
ical on the 12 respective copies seen, it is 
interesting to note a gr~dual deterioration 
of the "Broken Corner" on the stamp in Pos. 
70. 0 f th e 15 copies seen, I could .form 
roughly four groups (4 - 3 - 3 - 5) showing 
different stages . o f t h e w or s e ning of the 
break. The differenc e is quite prominent 
with the initial break being sho1-.ll1. on the 
br.o enlargments denoted as position "70" in 
a~ Fig. 1, and denoted in the design Fig. 2 
v1hereas the final and largest stage of the 
break appears clearly on the illustration. 
on t he pair at left, taken from L'OP, .re
ferred to previously. 

It will he difficult to fix dates for the 
stages of deteriorat ion as the Two Hill ver
milion, S .G. 86, had a currency of less than 
12 months before all stocks were overprinted 
with the Crown Ovdrprint in October, 19 22. 
Also, the varieties themselves (pes. 69 & 70) 
seem to be very scarce; ;h-:M much rarer would 
dated copies be ? 

A reasonable explanation of th~ progressive 
deterioration may be this~ 

Both principal var ieties appear on the .ster
eos as impressions surrounded by a solid 
wall of metal in relief (printing the solid 
colored background of the l~ttering). Pres
sure would hardly effect these solid metal 
areas. However the initiall y, slightly bro
ken and i·reakened corner was not repaired or 
strengthened. Therefore the repeated impact 
during printing would have affected any dam
aged part of the stereo which was not prop
erly anchored. 

* * * 
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GUARD .AGAINST THEFT 

MCNTGCMERY, ALA., July 1- "Appl!'She:nded in 
the act of committing a burglary, a man was 
fo1.md to have a coded listing of stamp coll
ectors in his possession. The owner of the 
residence was not a stamp collector," 

Further information disclosed that a number 
of names on the list were Egyptian and Mid
dle East specialists. among them . your edi
tor. It gives rise to the thoughtJ is this 
man· pa.rt of a nationwide bur g 1 a r y rin g 
specializing in philatelic . burglaries ? 
Does inclusion on his list me an they are 
potential victims or potential sources for 
the sale of stolen material ? 

AN OPm LETTER TO THE BURGLAR 1 

Dear Burglara It appears to us that _you 
have .been wasting your time, Any philatelist 
with· enough brains to collect valuable mat
erial also has enough brains to provide 
adequate safeguards, If you intend to make 
a career of stealing valuable stamps would 
suggest you acquire partne;r who is adept at 
cracking bank.vaults, Not so truly yours ! 

Our immediate concern' is where he acquired 
· these names 8.nd addresses iJ1 the first 
place, If he happens to be a member of one 
of the National Societies then, ot: course, 
he has access to membership lists, Or, it 
it may have Conte floom any one of a number 
of speeialty group publications . · It does 
appear that most of ~e nues on his list 

· were specialists in one country or another, 
This 13 no fault of the society concemed, 
if indeed this happens to be the case, Any 
basket can acquire · a rotten egg. If, how
ever it is a fact, · then it · should be made 
public so their meinbers will be adequately 
wamed, TAKE CARE OF YOUR PROPERTY ! . ! 

PAR!XN EK-ENDI! 
A FeN fW.\10FDS 
1-EFE fVEIW ProR T 

bazaar 
The-re is never a charge for WANTS or OFFERS 
listed for our readers in Egyptian Topics. 

* * * 
WANTED - For a topical eY.hibition display 
Any material dealing with Nasser; Unusual 
items, autographs, collateral mater~al, o~ 
cover nrrors etc., write now to G. Sc,otty 
R.ASMUSSEN, 11039 Barman Ave., Culver City, 
California, 90230 · 
WANTED Used or unused EGYPT Scott #8 -
types 1 & 4 (Zeheri descriptions) ~9 typo 4 
#11 t'me 4 Hnd #13, type 1. · I WJ.ll trade 
oth~r tyPes of similar numbers, or will buy 
Write D·. -A. ANDERSOO, 11633 Menlo .Avenue, 
Hawthor.ne, California, 90250. 
WANTED - Correspondence \d th- anyone who can 
-;;pply me with the new issues of Egypt at a 
reasonable ·profit over face. Also need some. 
1960 - 1971 issues, Write to GUS KAT~N, 
.3606 Kipl:i.ng Ave. St. Louis Park, Mn •, 55416 
WANTED Your editor is looking for early 
airmail items of the Sudan and Egypt; coll

. ateral material, covers, vignettes, labels, 
ANY covers flown by Walter Mittelholzer, to 
AFRICA. or other destination~. Needed now to 
docuroent a planned article on the life and 
flights of this famous Swiss pioneer. 
WANTED V. AN:oct-l'I.AN, P. 0. Box 11093, Oak
land, California, 94611, needs various sets 
and singles of the Royal Imperforates. Let 
him know what· you have in duplication~ Write 
first and please include ~ur price. 

WANTEDt Help in pla'ting the 10 para,20 
para and 1 P. T. stamps of t h e 1.8 6 7-18 69 
issue, I want to borrow (to photograph) 
or buy blocks and strips of any size. Also 
single~ that are very much off- c enter and 
thus show enough white margin o n any side to 
show that they are from · an edge of the sheet • 
Any aid will be reciprocated ••• what may I 
do for you ? Write to PETER R. FELTUS, 4970 
Desmond Street,, Oakland, California, 94618 
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1),.,. a. w lAtfM, 

PERFINI. • • 

Ggypll8ll 
(Our third article on Perfins by Dr. Winter 
Of Hontrouge, France, and his second supple
mental listing. He ask all readers of Topics 
to check . their perfins and advise us. if they 
have any that have not already been iisted). 

# # # 
\-le have had considerable help in advancin g 
the Perfins study, thanks to Mr. Charles 
Minett, keeper of the Philatelic Record of 
the Egypt St udy Circle in London. Nearly 
95% of what follows comes from his research 
and most of the new listings are from his 
collection. He kindly permitted us to use 
his findings for this study. We also thank 
Mr. Ron Potter (E.s.c.), Mr. Gino Piperno, 
of Milan, Italy, and Mr. Charles Brun of 
Paris for their collaboration . 

'tle first present extracts made from a Hand
book loaned by Ron Potter, E.s.c. No. 86 to 
Chaso Minett. While not dealing with Egypt
ian perfins, it is of considerable background 
interest for the history of perfins in gen
eral. "Stamp Collectors' Handbook No. 1 -
British Stamps Perforated with Firms ' Init
ials (S.P,I.F.S.)", by F. Hugh Vallancy, 
Sidcup, 2nd. edition, 1948 (1st edition was 
published in 1933). 
The term S. P. I. F. S. , was coined by Mr. 
Charles Bein. 

The firm of Joseph Sloper was established 
in 1858. Mr. Sloper 1>ras the inventor and 
patentee of the original machine for per
forating stamps and documents with names 
and initials. 

Letter from "General Post Office, 13th 
March, 1868. Mr. Sloper., Sir, The Post
master General has had under . consideration 
your letter of the 27th ultimo, and His 
Grace desires me to inform you that, under 
the circumstances he will not object to the 
perforation of postage stamps in the manner 
described by you, with a view to protect 
merchants and others, as far as possible, 

from the theft of the stamps used by them. 
I am, sir, Your obedient servant, R. Park
burst." 

Extract from "General Instructions t n Post
masters by the Postmaster General, dated 1, 
Harch, 1869. Postage Stamps. In consequence 
of representations made to the Post office 
by various firms that their postage stamps 
are purloined by persons in . their employ, 
the Department has recommended that the name 
or initials of Firms, etc ., be perforated 
through the stamps, so, that in as much as 
the sale of such Sta..rnps would thereby b e 
rendered difficult, the temptation to steal 
them might be lessened o:r altogether re
m-oved. Postmasters will take care not to 
purchase any Postage Stamps , thus marked 
1•Thich may be offered to them for sale." 

Ver y early records. "The perforation pins · 
differ in arrangement in design for every 
customer · and they are so arranged that a 
complete sheet of stamps can be perforated. 
To insure perfect work, not more than five 
sheets are perforated in one operation." 

"The Post Office Guide contains the follol>r
ing: Perforations with Initials. Stamps 
may be perforated with initials (but n ot 
with names or trade - marks) p r o vided that 
the perfol"ating holes are no 1 arger than 
those dividing one stamp from -an other in ·a 
sheet of stamps. The wo!'k of perforating 
stamps with initials is not underta}<en by 
the Post Office- - -." 

So, we see that both the first postage 
stamp in the world and the , inventor of the 
perforating machine were English ! 

Speaking of Egyptian Perfins, we can men
tion notes, made by the late Douglas Mc
Neille (E.s.c. No. 31), about the contents 
of Egyptian Postal Bulletins, and No . 1 of 
1895 (3rd January) referred to "Firms • In
itials. Authority for perforation". Unfor
tunately, the whole text has not been found. 
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PERFINS ON EGYPTIAN STAMPS (continued) 

Perhaps our friends in Cairo can find tnat 
Bulletin and SE•e the compldte text? Mr. 
Minett suggest the date of ls t. January 
189)for the official authorized use of Per
fins in Egypt. 

Finally, we present an init.eresting extract 
fro m the Egyptian Postal Guide for 19 2 9 
(page 11): "Starnps perforated. Prepayment 
cannot be made by means of imperfect stamps 
or by those which have been cut in halves. 
It is permissable, however, to perforate 
stamps and use them for postage, but a 
specimen of the perforation must have been 
previously submitted to the General Fost 
Office," 

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL LISTING 

~41th Additions and Corrections 

(Zeheri na~bers, unless otherwise stated) 
(Y. et T. for French P.).'s) 

AB 
E 

B. I. 
E 

B ~ E 

BM 

Additional on Egypts nos, 34, 39, 
40, 44, 46, 48, 49, )0, Cancelled 
Alexandria, Cairo, K ena. Zagazig, 
Shibin-el-Kom, Zift~, Beni Maz a r 
and Bahr el Saghir / Mansura 
Additional on Egypts nos,lOO, lo4. 
110 (cancelled pfo, "Esperia"l929) 
131, 135, 146, .end 158 (cancelled 
Cairo 1956). 
Additional on Egypt nos. 8 5 , 87, 
88, 100, 103, 107, 110, 1131 can-
celled by various Italian ships 
pfo. ''Vienna", "Helouan'~ ''Esp eria~ 
and "Victoria", presumably on mail 
from Alexandria. Firm (corrected) 
Banca Commerciale Italiana per 1' 
Egitto. 

Large Holes 
Additional on Alexandria no. 30. 
Cancelled Ale~andria, 1910 

· B 0 To be read in fact as 0 B 
(Ottoman Bank). 

CL 
A 

CL 
c 

C. N·. 

I 0 B 

Additional on Egypt nos. 4 2., 46 , 
48, 49, 50, 61, 63, 65, 68, 77I, 
79, 85, 88, 95, 96, 104, 106, 109 
111, 112, 135, On Alexandria 62o 

Additional on Egypt nos. 39b, 40, 
44, 46, 61,- 64, 65, 86, 102, 103, 
107, 112, 130, 134. 
Additional on Egypt nos. 11.0, 186 
197, Air no. 67. 
Additional on Egypt noso 63, 73II 
74 III, 75 I, 76 I, III, IV, & 89 
Cancelled: Cairo, Alexandria. 
Firm& Imperial Ottoman Bank. 

K Se H 
A 
p 0 

OB 

0 B 
E 

S. B. 

T C 
8cS 

On Egypt no. 3.5. 

Additional on E~ypt nos. 132, 13 
lj8, ll+-O. 
Cancelled Cairo 
Firm: PHIILIP.S ORIENT S .A. 

Aciditional on Egypt nos. 63, 67 
94, 107, 111, 127, 135, 136, 1.56 
186, 193, 219, 225, 233, no. 43 
P• 139, 61 and 63, P• 141. 
Cancelled: Alexandria, Cai~o, Is 
mailia, Mahalla el Kubri 1955, 
Tanta. 
On Egypt no. 44. 
Cancelled: 1917 
Firm: OTTOHAN BANK OF EGYPT (?) 

Additional on Egypt nos. 39, ~an 
celled 1909) 4lc, 42, 48, 86, 103 
236 Cancelled 1956 Alexandria). 

S : 10 holes (not 19) 
Additional· on Egypt nos. 34, (can 
celled 6-XI-9-'5, ~~.:iJr>o) 3.5, 3 7 c 
h1., 4lb., c, l-1-5, 46, 48, 52, 78 I 
89, 97, 103,. III ( cs.ncelJ.ed Cair 
1933). 
Additional on Egypt nos. 88, 89 
99bo lOOa, 105, 106, 108, 113 
ll)b, 121, 122, 123, 129, ~30, 21 
217, 22}, 228, 230, 233, 237 _can 
called 1956, plus no. 193, P• 17 
mint (1958). 
Cancelled: Cairo, Alexandria 
Port Said. 
Firm: Vacuum Oil Company 

It seems that until now the first firm t 
use perfins has been Thos. Cook, & Sons Lt 
as the earliest perfin known is Zeheri No. J 
l-Tith a cancellation of 6 XI· 96, but it woul 
be interesting to know the town and date o 
Lars Alund's K & H on the 1884, 5 P.. T. (Ze 
no. 35). ··A . 

The latest firm to use them, appearsat pre 
sent, to be the "Vacuilm Oil Co." as there i 
evidence of two stamps cancelled ·in 19 56 
and one mint copy of a commemorative issu 
of 1958.--ori the other hand, it is the onl. 
mint copy we have heard.of. 

By studying the cancellation dates, it ma: 
be suggested that the Ottoman Bank has chan 
ed its type of letter punctures, the firs 
being 0 B (canceiled 1917) --!:-,he.n IOB (til: 

E 
1922) and finally 0 B fmmd till 1955, mak· 
ing it one of the longest users of Perfins 
aside with S B ( extrme cancellations 1909· 
19.56) and vCoo (stamps of 1914 to 1958). 
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FU~ AND. Pl=o.OFIT 

The 1967 Zeheri catalog lists three variet
ies of this coJ!llllemorative issuea a blotted 
"Y" on the 5 Mill value, a single dot and a 
broken Arabic letter on the 10 Mill. 

Herewith are some candidates for recogni
tion a~ additional varieties. · 

On .the 5 MILL I have noted a. 
Figure 1 - A break in one of·the horizon
tal lir:.es _shading the sail. It is a large 
break and giv0s the impression of a hole in 
the sail. · 

Break in the 
9th horizontal 
line of the sail. 

Figure 2 · - Shows a break in one o f the 
Arabic characters in the upper panel •. This 
is also a large break, quite easily seen 
without a glass. 

\ 

A break in the 
first Arabic 
character in 
the upper left 
panel. 

(Eds. note. These first two varieties we~e 
discussed briefly .in Vol. 2, No. 5, page 96 
of. Egyptian -~opics). (Zeh. No. 11, ·p. 1:33> 
Figwre ·3 - · Illustrates a flaw that is less 
prondnent, possibly n ot worthy of variety 
status. This particular stamp shows lna.ny 
small na~' the white line illustrated is 
most prominent. 

I 

A thin wavy line from the 
top of the upper left panel. 

POSSIBLE VARIETIES . OF .!§! 

19 2 6 INTERNATICNAL NAVIGATION 

CONGRESS ·COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 

Figure·4 - On the other hand, is large 
enough for catalog recognition. The white 
dot is very prominent. 

A large white dot in 
the-lower portion of 
the right panel. 

Figure 5 - Is another hardly recognizable 
flaw and, perhaps, no mon than a speck of 
dirt on the pane. · 

A thin vertical line 
in the Arabic "5" at 
the lower. right. 

The 10 ~ITLL (Zeh. No. 12, P• 133) seems to 
have a_coup!e of errors. . 
First, Figure 6 - Shows a very noticeable 
loop at the left end of the sail. 

A black loop at 
the left center 

·of ~he sail. 
·-1\~·-····"--l ........ ~ 

~--------.. ___ ·-- ---- .... ·-----'\> . .::: ·.:· : . .:::::--.. · . .;. ... 
Figure 7 - is questionable• the white dot 
is clear, but the size makes one wonder ? 

A small white dot, 
about canter at 
the left end of the 
upper right panel, 

Finally, Figure 8 - illustrates a _con
firmed variety, both on the 10 and 15 Mill. 
A fairly large break in the line represent-. 
ing the upper. edge of a "box" on the deck 
of the vessel. 

A break in the top 
of the "box" on the 
boat, 

. I 
· ·la 
·~ 

(Continued at foot of next page, col. 1) 
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Personalized 
Service 

Whether your interest is in 

STAMPS COVERS PROOFS 
ESSAYS USED AB ROADS 

VARIETIES BLOCKS I 
CANCELLATIONS I 

. Etc. l 
We can help you. We hold an ex- j 
tensive world-wide stock of the ' 
above groups and wi 11 be happy to 
send you a selection 

On Approval 

4 NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO. · ~p~ 
E•fnhli•hed IS93 

45-A Bromfield St., Boston, Mass.· 02108 

----·-----------------
2agtQatld gta~p cAucUOtlS 

A DIVISION OF PETER KENEOI, INC. 

CONCOURSE. EASTLAND CENTER . . 

HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225 

'PeU!i ·~~ ~ ~· 'I.e. 
15445 VENTURA BLVD. 
SHERMAN OAKS, CAliFORNIA 91403 · 

PHILATELIC FUN AND PROFIT ·(continued) 

Comments by the author, W. F. BILLENS ••• 

I find considerable enjoyment in carefully 
examining each stamp that I encounter • • • 
I recommend this procedure to you. It has 
tl-m distinct advantages- - - first, it pro
vides .9: reason to add stamps to the collec
tion and, second, there is always the poss
ible thrill of discovery. In the specific 
case of the Navigational Congress, this em
issi~ is merely 45 years old, yet I have 
found two stamps with a t'broken box". Hay 
I wish you good hunting ! 

fOR SALE by PRIVATE TREATY 
The famous flight from Egypt to the S~dan 

by MARC POURPEin 191_4 

l'rice £.550 

Enquiries to David Mu.scott, please. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON S.W.I. Y SJZ 
Telephone: 01-839-40)4 Telex: 915 410 

This cover, the illustration used on TOPICS 
cover for Vol. 3, #4 is now up for sale. At 
the time we used it two mo~ths ago, we .had 
no knowledge of its impending sale. 

Very few of these covers are known which is 
common knowledge to Egyptian collec tors. It 
bears the usual violet cachet of the L.N .A. 
and, in addition, contains the originallet
ter. Seldom offered at retail or Auction ? 

This ad first appeared in the t'Aero Field", 
i.Yl the Ju.."l.e 1971 issue, published by I<'rancis 
J. Field Ltd., Sutton Coldfield, Warwicksh~ 
J!(~gland 1 the :>ource

1
of some ~f som e or the 

fiflest aero ph~~ate ~c mater al • ........... ~ .......... 
WANTED! 

POSTA EUROPEA COVEHS 

EGYP.I' 1 - 28 · 0 N COVERS 

FCR ~ALE 
SUDAN COVERS 1912 I 13 ?ERIOD 

A LBER"T GUAST' 
·.. .. 

BROOK 1, HAMB[JRG 11, W. GF.Ji.MAN:i 

........... +<"~~~~)+ 
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8 ,.1.11~~/J . ~(JICIJ~· 

EGYPT • IIJ 

1936 - /94b 
THE SECOND HALF OF A rvm PART ARTICLE ~HITCH 
BEGA.1'J IN THE MARCH/ APRIL ISSUE OF TOPICS. 

RRffiY · POST S TRffiPS 
For various reasons important changes were 
made, effective Harch 1, 1936. "~RMY POST" 
stamps 't-rere issued on this date, replacing 
the N.A.A.F.I. seals in use since 1932. The 
seals remaining in large amounts in private 
hands were redeemable provided they were in 
good condition. Singles, or smaller amounts 
were valid for postage until March 15 , 1936, 

Letters bearing these seals after that date 
were taxed with postage due on arrival at 
their destL~ation. 

f ._ . :' ........._ __ 

The first of the Army Post stamps (Zeh. 1, 
p. 323) was the 10 Millieme denominat io.n, 
carmine in color, Two ~ades have appeared 
one pale, the other dar"k, Printed in Cairo 
by the Survey Dept. on watermarked with 
the multiple crown and Arabic"F". Perfor
ation is lyt x 14, Control numbers are as 
follows: 

A/36 

A/38 A/39 B/39 

A/38 

A/38 A/39 
Both the pale and deep carmine shades app
ear on all combinations of the controls, · 
Fig. 1, FDC (below) mai1ed from the Mili
tary Post Office, Alexandria, 1 MR 36, 
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ro military personnel this transition fro m 
the seals to the Army Post Stamps entailed 
little change, They were still sold in the 
usual manner over the N.A .A.F'.I. count- .. 
er, The chief point of difference wa s that 
the Army Post Stamps ·Here affixed a s normal 
stamps to the front of the envelone. It was 
still necessary to post -!:.hem in s oecia] mil
itary collection boxes, Ten }! i 1 l icmes was 
the special military rate f or mail to th e 
Jni ted Kingdom and Irela.nd. 

Fi g , 
~ .-· 

Another bloc k of the carm:\..nB 10 
Millieme denomination with all 
three dates for the c ontrols . 

Otl90G I 
• I 

' \ 

Fi g , 2 - J\ Single 
(correct usage to 
British Scotland) 
mailed f rom Alex
andria - 4 NO 36. 
it is un usual in 
that t h e nQmerals 
"04906" in b l ue 
appear in the up
per sheet ma:·gin. 

These numerals 
a p pear to ha ve 
been p1 9.ced there 
by a metal n1Jlller
al marking d evice 

D o e s anyone know 
if th ey are of 
any special signi
f icance ? 

THE 3 MIILIEHE MillY POST (xt-"AS CARD ) STAMP. 

Thes e stamps made their appearance November 
9th , 1936 and some were v end ed s tamp dealers 
hot-re-.rer, the official First day of issu e was 
December 1, 1936, Exc e;;'t ~~er the denomina
tion and color ( greon) they were identical 
to the previously issued 10 Hillieme bear
ing the portrait of King Faud. 

Fig. 4 A block of four of the three 
Milli e.Me denomination valid for 
frankin r; on Y..ma s and N e1or Year's 
cards nrovided envelopes t, 'eren't 
s ea.led- -
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~ - ;.:;. 5. 
:~ ~· ~. erOX r!G O' ' r.f' t(-q:~ ? !\·i:i1l ~ r::_ r"f' 

nr! "?_""; i _ c~e r-- r .. ri t. 1 ·.~ t :h~ ~- \ i.:r s ~·. T)n_v o.f 
1· ~ ~,; ~~ e;:; ·::e :_:-! J . lni~ j__ o, - l ~, :~: ~~ -'~ .• 
;\JU SF '-;I~ e ·;0, h f'Jy·h1!: ~chool ) 

Fig .. ? 
Pnrtion of ~ COV(;:r fr om the v:.l
j.tary Fof.:t c rnce R.t Pert Said 
to Cl. a ph em P.'t'l"lc, London, 5 ,1 -T ,l.J
also with ~"lrs t day cancel. 

Fi·g . q • 

Fnusual cover ;d_ t h 
error in the date • 

. M.O .P, 
15JA. 36 7 30P. 

ASU- QIR 

Frob.:tbly it sho1.1ld 
reed 15 J 1\ ) 6 7 )0 P, 

The · s in c; le .stamt: 
wi t h Control A/36. 
'f he only con trol 
number \'Sed 0?1 the 
three MHlieme de
nomination. 

Some covers as far 
back as i'J ovember 9 
are knc•m. Thr; s e 
were Q~-official. 

Continued on next 
page. • 

JULY - AUGUST 1971 

,, ... . ·-:..:...._"" 

.• 1 - ' .. " '· \.'. · ... ~- .. \ . 
/ . \ 

. • :. ·:. . '1 .. ~ ...... '!'~ ... ;• 
- .-·;,~; I 

"'L~ \ ' •. -. \ ~ \ _ .... : ;, 

'' / 
M;~. Whittaker, 

2lQ Ch.1rch I .ane, 
Mo.oton, 
. MANCW.STER 0 , 

EGYP!I!LY TOPICS 

Engl~nd. , 
# • •-"· --·. --~ ....... -~--·------.-·......------· ...... --1 

tl f:i.:!:'s'.:. d ::nr covei ' :"rom .'\"RP QTR ( t; ~:~ cnn: :i :· 
to ~Rnches ter, E~cland, 
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BRITISH AREY I N EGYPT 

' 
The small 1\rmy Stamps, identical f or mat to 
the previous issue except that they w er e 
smaller (18 x 22 mm,) ancl, the portrait of 
King Faud was replaced by King Farouk . Date 
of issue·for the 10 Hilliemes, December 16, 
1939, also in carmine, The 3 Nillieme, also 
in gree~ as the lar~er earlier issue didn't 
appear until too late t o frank Christmas or 
greeting card .nail, Earl y in December, lo/~0 
orders ca.rne through cancelling th e p ostal 
Concession and all military mail irras trans
ported free, 

Genuine cancellations· on the small 3 Jviilli
. ernes value are scarce, Known examples irrere 
canc elled at the .Field Post Office, No. 173 
(The R.A.F. St ation - I smailia) vdth dates 
of 23 or 24 October, 19l~O. Copies cancelled 
to order in Cairo are common and care should 
be taken when purchasing these in used con
dition, F'e-vrer than 20 covers in gen uinely 
used condition are kno~~. 

t;~~it{f:~~~~i 

~::fd;; 
':-- J. ~ ... ::\ ... ! 

~~~~~ 

Ralph Tipper (Continued) 

Fig, 9 -
Xerox copy of a olock 
of four of t h e three 
Hillieme denomination 
from t he auth or' s 
collection;, 

Fig, 10 - The gen
uine cancellation, 

Fig, 11 Three examples of the civil postmark, either 
favor cancels or cancelled to order in CAIRO 

RED 
I 

Sfl/flD 

. 'J · •· 

HUT$ / ~ . . i · . ' . . /;;,;. ... / tj , .1/ 
(/f~· /!. t;/'1. 

7 

.-(./~/ -4~ {._-~. I ;;__-a- L L--.( :( _ 

-======"-"' =-~·~& ................. - ..... ~~---""'"""""' . ___ .....,., __ ! 

Fig. 12 -

Letter franked 
with a strip of 
three and sin
gle of the ten 
mill King Far
ouk issue, to 
Victoria, Aus
tralia. 

Envelope is the 
usual Salvation 
A.rmy type used 
by the milit
ary • 

The Salvation 
Army shield is 
in red. 
Censor marking 
is the double 
boxed c i r cle 
jn purple. 

(Cont. over). 
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British Forces in E&J~t 

JULY - AUGUST 1971 

~- 1940 

Fig. 13 Late usage 
of the 10 millieme 
vdth postmark from 
F.P.O. No. 173, at 
Ismailia. This is 
the same cancella~ 
tion that appears 
in genuine condit
ion on the 3 Hill. 

One vrond<?rs if the 
boys out at Ismal
ia weren't ,just a 
bit behind times?. 

7 JA 1941 I 173 

BIBLIOGRAPHY1 

POSTAL SERVICES OF 
THE BRITISH FOncr·~S 
IN EGYP·r 1932/1940 
by JOHlJ E. 0. HOBBS 

BRIT .. FORCES POST- · 
AL SEAlS & NUH"ERAL 
FRANKS USED I EGYPT 
1932 I 1940. By J. 
H.E. GILBERT FRPSL 
Philately Nov/Dec. 
JaniFebr., 1958/59 

BO:~FIRE OF 10 ~~:rt:
LICN ST.ANPS - HOLY 
LAND PHIL. OCT '55 
EGYPTIAJ.\j STP . NOTES 
STAHP COLLf!;CTJNG -
By G. S. THOMPSON, 
August 26, 1955. 

The Nili tary Postal 
Seals of E~ypt, By 
N. L, STOCKEN -The 
PHILATELIST OCT'43 
NAAFI SEAts OF BEA 
P.J.G B ~ AUG. 35 
AMER. PHIL. 71'64. 
Various L'OP's. 

. ··· -· .... .'" ~; 
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Fig. 14 - Cover with block of four of the ten !'-rill bearing circular 
daite stamp of the F.P.o. 1, dated.4 DE 1940. Double boxed"tv-ith purp
le censor marking, countersigned by the Officer, "C. D, F . BO':T.SW'. 

r 
f -, ' ·I t . c.:':{.( I;'; : .. -~. {..-[_; 

.. ~ . -.- : · . . :·.-. -.-;-

·~ 

Fi~. 15 - Another cover to New South i . .fales, Austra1ia vdth a very 
late cancellation. Although indistinct, under the glass, it reads 
AUS F .P .0. 31 (Australian Field Post Office .31) .31 :tvlARCH 1941. On 
the st •• tionery of the Aust,·alian Y.H .C.A, and oblong Auso censor 
marking in pur~le, No. 384. 
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HOY EReRA FT 
vle i·Tere able to illustrate one cover in our 
March/ April 1971 issue from the WHITE NILE 
HOVERCRAFT EXPEDITION - 1969. This cover 
was taken from a xerox copy supplied by Al
fred J. Hos es., Stamp Editor of the Los An
geles Herald- Examin~r. 

Since that t.ime I have been able to acquire 
a full set o~ the six original covers com
pleting the trek. (In th e beginnint; seven 
stages r.-Jere arranged but all of the covers 
from Stage 6 1-rere 1 o s t when a ·bridge coll
apsed under a .truck during a portage(?) 
We can n mv r eport on the colors of the cach
ets involved, and to advise that different 
frankfur~s vrere utilized a t some of t h . e 
stages. · 

ALL fra~es and water areas on cachets from 
all stages are identical m a' deep blue col
or. The map, portions of the Hovercraft and 
the lettering are as follows: 

Fir st Stage 
(ALEXANDRIA) 

Second Stage 
(ASWAN) 

Third St age 
(1f!ADI HALFA) . 

Fourth Stage 
(KHARTOUM ) 

Pale blue 

Carmine 

J'vioss Green 

Orange red 

Fifth Stage 
(MALAKAL) . Violet 

Seventh Stage 
(KAHPALA) Black 

We nota too, .that most of the cavers carry 
a rubber-stamped inscription, as. illustra
ted below, in royal blue. This stamp has 
been omitted on all of the c ov e r s from 
stage seven I hav e i nspected. 

These impressions seem to be from the hand 
set, do it yourself variety of rubl:l er stamp 
and, while all . seem to be printed fro!!! the 
same device, it appears that they were re
set more than one time probably due to the 
jarring they received enroute. 

THE 

/ . 

WHITE NILE 

hovercraft 

expedition 

· The WHIT.E NlL E 

I 
hovercraft 

expedition 

The·· WHIT~ NILE 

/ 
hovercraft 

expedition 
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White Nile Expedition 
cjo Post Office 

ALEXAN D R lA . 25/2/69-
PO ~ T _E _Q_.._ _A T___S_ TA G ·e 1 

----·-. 
----

,.,. __ _ 
... -----

PO S T E 0 A T S T A G E 2 

White Nile Expedittilm 
c/o Posttcmfiae 

White Nile Expedition 
c/o Post Offic~ 

.... A.SWAN ...... J/ .. 3/..6.~ ........ . - -
All cancellations for each stage appear to be identical in type for that 
particular tmm cancel with the exception of Stage 2 · (Aswan) l·rheretwo 
distinctly different t ypes were used, as illustrated. 
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White Nile Expedition 
cto Post Office 

. .. ~~'"!6 (': wad I hA l_FA ''·~,.., · 
P() S T F D A T S T A G E 3 

:-. ........ .... ..... ... ... ....... ........... .. ........ ...... __ 

·;. 

White Nile Exp€ditibn 
c/o Post Office 

V !·-: ~ R T 0 L! fv1 ·: .': - 3 - 6 9 

--· ~:_~-~~.!~~~~T~~.~~E _ 4 · --------.....----·_ .... _ ... _ .. . ~ .. . _ .... _ .. _ . .. ·='~:~~ 
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White Nile Expedition 
c/o Post Office . 

PO S T E D A T S T A G E 5 
...... }A .. Ab.A.~.A.J.. .... ~2.2.::.J.~.o. 9 ., 

White Nile Expedition 
cfo Post Office 

KAMP AL~ 2--4 -sg 
PO S T E D A T S T A G E 7 

~~.-::-u.-.. ·~··~,..._...,.. ~.· · - -• .... ~ .. -·---;-.,-,._.-·-,.,.~- . .... -_..,..,~ . . ..... . , • • , . ... v..1'00""'='..:0.~ .... "'0U."'""'_,..,.,~="JI..,.~- .. P'W-
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\ 5J.·_i S~IES OF' 

D:SN Or :m A TI CW S : 
CESI~]~\TS : 30 

110 

Ulf·~r,~· .~ SION S: 

AIRJ-7AIL ST/w:PS 

1 JDLY 197F 
30, 85 and 110 millie:nes 

m. E:L R.ifaei Eosque, S1;.ltan 
ifu ssein i':osque and photo 
of the late leader. 

m, Ramses Avenue i~ Cairo ~ 
photo of Gamal A. Nasser 

m. Sphinx b e f o re t h e tvro 
pyramids an cl phot on;raph 
of Gamal Abd.el N::;sser. 

8ach 50 x 30 mm. 

~: 
11 1/2 

"'e':J-cn-:J.ry 6 - 1..3, 1<)10 i\.n entire <·reel·: 
durin ·! >-Thich several 1·,:rnes of c-. ~'3 t
C3.:t".'ls ..rere vended (one t .yp9_is illus
b·ate-::1 at thR :ri':!:ht) , 'rhesr-:J received 
snPd.al p0stal ct:rnc.::;l_lation thHt rea.d 
" ~l!~LI OPOLI'-> !\ ~HOD30: :~.; " Hi t11 t h e datA 
hot'~ in ErwJ.ish a1:d. Arabic. 

Hh:i.J.•,:-; thP.se !1.re no lonre:!" c o nsidere~ 
com:nc-·-, 1 +. h 0- y ar~ extrt:lr.!ely rare j _ -r 
~J1cy cnYJt!.!ir; t!:.e IJ ff' i chl b lack, r8 d 
:J.n0. :.rello~,; l .~.hel .o:f. t..he meet~ 

Or:e o :f' th e earli8st :f'or (~-r1mn.,l~s ir, 
~' :c:.n)t :L'ln ;) ero- !Jhile teJY. 

SHEET: 
COLORS : )0 

se; 
lJ.CJ 

PR1Jni:-: ~ : 

Fe;.:::.::: 101 

50 Stamos (5 x 10) fo~ each 
m. 
m. 
m. 

Dark and :;_~-:rht b l;;e , iriolet 
f~reen, b1•o•,m and ye] 1 OvJ. 

·i·:ultip:l.e E.a;:r,le 

Rot ogravure by . : '·' ;:·-~~-'.:": :.:.i: :p; 
House of Posts i:-1 the l.J . A .R 

Hot ~iven for Air i•lail ~i ssues 
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~/47 : . . . 

. . . . . 
. . . . . . . .t.V/., . . . . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 

..... 

ZEEERI NO. ·85 - SCOTT NO. C87 (C62 <vith bar overprint). A very fi..l1e pane of 25 from the lower right 
corner of the sheet containing plate blocks both· in Arabic (EV/1) at right, and A/47 in Roman numerals 
.;~.t lo\•rer left;. · It has been in the vaults of a highly respected English dealer since 1953 and certain
ly is genuine. THIS PANE HAS THE SIX BAR OVERPRINT. It is on consignment to your editor and the lst. 
check for $60.00 ~~11 assure y ou of being the proud new owner of this unique .show piece. 
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