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DR. A. WIN T ER 

tMNUSCRIPT Town Markings on 
Napoieon Ca mpa ign letters are 

very rare 1 much more t han the 
usual postal marki ngs. 

T we f·owns had been reported pre
v ioL's ly in the Ouorterly Circ le of 
the Egypt Study Ci rei e of Londo n 
(Ramani eh and Siouth). 0 ne of 
t he two Siout h mark ings has been 
i 11 ustrnre d i n the March/ Apdl Is
sue d th is Jourral , 

. ricns here of two 
~1 , Towns - Bi I be is· and Bene

souef on th ree covers. One cover 
v-..· it h. the firsl mark ing , is fr')m the 
1--··ton;n; co l iection a n J has oi

reaJy be n presented in detai l in 
the F !'e :1c: h magaz ine "Les Feui I!
PS Mmc:.o~h i le~. ", Noo 175, J anu 
N v ] Q69. it is addressed to Gen 
era! ~~ l eber , not dated bu t pre 
sumabl v d April 1800 . 

·r (shown o n the fol -

~··· ::•·:1 depicts the sole rno·
nu sc r ipt rncrk. ing kn own of BEI'JE
~.,; LF' F 1 Uppcr lef t cornc r)o lt i s 

addt~·~E :! to General r:. leber os 
/·~ontinued next page) 
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NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN- MANUSCRIPT TOWN MARKINGS By DR, A. WINTER . 

well and dated 2 3 Prairial on V I 11 (as 12 June 
1800). This letter. , is on the official stationery of 
GENERAL de BRIGADE D'O'NZElOT and, it car-
ries his signature;· ' •· 

The surprising thing is that the I et t er does ap
pear to have been writt~n at the Headquarters at 

. ' 

·. 

SIOUTH. The distance between Benesouef an ' 
Siouth is 290 kilometers. 

Eds. note. Another rare cover find has been dis · 
covered recent! y by Kenneth Pierce a nd th is wi I 
be duly repoded in a coming issue of the journal 

., . 

.r; .· 

- -· --:-- -- -

Two Napoleon covers from the collection of Dr. A. Winter with 
the "manuscript" marking Benesouef - the only known copy 1 and · 
below (also Bilbeis) as in the Antonini collection -also Kleber. 

; ' 

------· .. -

(L-- --. 

:0 ... .. 
. -: r . 
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HARVEY G. TILLES D PM 

A WORLD-WIDE CA TA LOG OF PERFINS HAS 
BEEN PREPARED BY iHIS AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 
AS THE RESULT OF SEVERAL YEARS OF IN
TENSE STUDY AND CORRESPONDENCE. HE 
HAS KINDLY PERMITTED US TO PUBLISH A 
SECTION COMPLETED ON THE PER FINS 
OF THE MIDDLE E.AST. 

The Perfins of the Middle East ore limited to 
those of EGYPT (which accounts for the majority 
of the known patterns). SUDAN (which is best 
known for its AS and SG patterns), and Poles
tine and Lebanon. 

The authority to use Perfins · on Egyptian stomps 
is believed to dote from 1895. Both Sudan and 
Lebanon ore believed to hove authorized the use 
of Perfins around the some time.* Authorization 
for the use of perfins on the stomps of Palestine 
come about a quarter century later. 

little is known about the use of Perfins in any 
these countries. Since they were all at one time 
British colonies, or under British control, early 
use of Perfins is not surprising. 

*The earl iest use of Perfins on the stomps of the 
Sudan could not have been earlier than 1897 -
the dote of issue of the Sudan overprints on the 
De Lo Rue stomps of Egypt. Ed. 

Dr. Titles goes on to thank the Editor, and to Or. 
A. Winter of Montrouge, France for their assist
once. He makes note that many oddi ti anal i terns 
hove been reported but NOT seen or verified -
and, that any additional information t hot might 
come to light would be appreciated. Contact the 
author at: Box 5466, High Point 1 NC. 27262. 

For those interested, the entire catolog will be 
obtainable from the pub! isher Clt the some address. 

THE PERFINS OF EGYPT - ---
A-1 AB/E Anglo-Belgian Company of 

Egypt, Ltd., Alexandria 

A-2 A.H.S. 

PERFINS 
or tht 

MIOOL£ 

£ AST 
B-1 B. C. I. 
B-2 BC(I)E 

8-3 B. 1./E 

B-4 B. M. 

C-1 CL/A (I) 

C-2 CLC/C (I) 

C-3 CN 

C-4 C. N. 

C-5 C .. N. (2) 

C-6 C&/CO (2) 

E-1 EOB (I) 

Banco Commerciole ltoliana 

Banco ttolo Egiziano, A lex . 

Banco ltolo per I'Egitto-
Cairo, Egypt 

Banque Mosseri, Alexandria 

Credit Lyonnois, Alexandria 

Credit lyonnaid, Cairo 

Comptoir Notional d'Es-
compte, Cairo 

Comptoir Notional d'Es
compte, Port Said 

Comptoir Notional d' Es
compte, Alexandria 

Carver Bros & Co., Ltd. 
Port Said 

Estobl issement Crosdi -Bank 
Alexandria 

F-1 F. M . C. Alexa ndria 

1- 1 10~ (3) Imperio! Ottoman Bank 
Cairo, Port Said 

1-2 lOB {4) Imperial Ottoman Bank 

(1) Also on stomps from French office in Alex. 
(2) Also on stamps from " " in Port Said 
(3) 1-1 lOB 6.5 mm. high, 12 .S mm. wide 
(4) 1-2 lOB 7.0 mm. high, 11.5 mm. wide 

(continued on following pages) 
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PERFINS OF EGYPT 
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THE PERFINS OF EGYPT {Continued) 

J- J 

K-1 K&HIA 

K-2 K& HC 

L-1 LS 

0-1 OB (2) 

0-2 OB (3) 

P-l PO 

. . . . . . . 
Alexandria 

• Cairo 

l. Savon & Co., ltd. 

Ottoman Bank, Cairo 

Ottoman Bank 1 Al exandria 

Phi II ips Orient 1 Cairo 
R-1 R. O._h. Revuel 'Or i en~ Litteraire 

Cairo 
R-2 RI&Co (1) Reinhart & Co., Ltd. 

Alexandria 

R-3 RI &CoiL td Re inhort & Co., Ltd. 

R-4 R. S&Co 
S-1 s. B. 

T-1 TCI &S 

' . ' COICo 

Alexandria 

• • A lexandrio 
Societe Anonyme DuBehe ra 

A:exondria 

Thomas Cook & Sons-Cai ro 

Vacuum 0 il Co. Port Said 
Ca iro, A le xa11drla 

Des-l Arable letter 11 N" 

(1) Also on stamps from the Frenc h Office in 
Ale xandr ia 

(2) 0-1 OB 5.5 mm. high, 14 mm. wide 
(3) 0-2 OB 6.0 mm. high, 13 mm. wide 

* Found on Austrian and Russia n stomps -
(Offices in the Levant only). 

NOVEMBER - DE CEMBER 1975 PAG E '1 17 

THE PERF IN S OF THE SUDAN 

A-1 AS A;my Sec vice (Officiol) 
A-2 AS Army Service (Official :! 

E-1 EXC 

S-1 SG Sudanese Govern ment 
(Offi cial ) 

S-2 SG Sudanese Gove r nm~ n t 

(O ff icial ) ~ 

S-3 S" G. Sudanese Go·,ernment 
(Offi ci al) 

Des-1 al eph, ba, hoin 
(.A,rabic le tte rs) • • Kharto um 

THE PERFI!',J S OF PALESTINE 

A-1 A.P.C . Ang io-Palest in ina Corp. 
Je rusa le rr! 

C-1* CLIJ Credit Lyonnais, Jerusa le'Tl 

Des-1 kuf, kuf, lamed i<aren Koye met 
(Hebrewletters) L1 lsrael- (Fund 

for Development of !srael) 

THE PERFINS OF LEB.ANON 

A-l A. P. C. Angla-Pr:destin ia n Corp . 
Beirut 

B-1 B. R. Banco Roma, Bei rut 

MAY 29 i JUNE 6, 1976 PHILA DELPhiA, PA. USA 

~IPIE<CRAU.. IIAZAAft ~Olrlf - EGYPT FIRST DAY COVERS WANTEO :! 
Scott Numbers: 108-131163-651177-901200-206 
285-287 / 290 1 292-294 I 296-298 I 311 I 312 I 
313-315. Have duplicares to SELL or SWAP. Write 
JOHN MANCHIP WHITE, 1226 Cincinnati Avenue, 

EL PASO, TEXAS, 79902 ••. 
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PERHAPS ONE OF THE BEST. KNOWN of the 
works to ·e.manate from the prolific pen of the 
late GUtSEPPE VERDI, was the fabulous 
Opera "AIDA 11

• Premiered in Cairo in 1871, it 
pr.;, ,~-:-sed a 11 new Mid-Eastern culture 11

, destined 
to p·-::"toi! for nearly one hundred years. Writt
e'1 o t the spe cial request of the Khedive lsrnail 
ard pa; d for by the Egyptian Treasury, it lavish
ly d i • n 1 a)'0 ~ ~': ~:-.el y al"'d costuming, the likes of 
w~.: '- ·- !· .. :·-:! ;- e·. ::.. r before been seen in Egypt. 

lsr;,<.< : I , ~.;"~ ."!t.hnn of Mohammed A I i, conquerer of 
the /.f;:wJCi d ~; es, ascended to the Egyptian throne 
in the mid - 1860's following on extensive stay in 
Paris where he was educated and where heacquir
ed modern tastes and culture. Bound and determ-

. ined to bring this modernity to Egypt he spent a 
vast fortune - twenty million dollars alone just 

. : 
1 :·h rate the opening of the Suez Canal. 

On o!:cending the Throne he assumed the title of 
Kh~d ; ...-~ '' ' i ' h !"he consent of the then ruling Tur
kh; · ::• ;;: e: ro i n ~y. Immensely popularwith his sub
jec t-.;,- '·te ;,le•: ruted numerous reforms continuing 
to spend money like it was going out of style. This 
new "~·overr.i11ent" wealth occured os the result 
of a n~new;:;d ..... odd market in cotton occasion-

' · ·· :· ·· treme shortage os a res u I t of the 
American Civil War 1 and to 
lsmciil, it would never end. 

But 1 end it did I One of his 
great projects was the erect

. ion of the State Opera House 
in Cairo, at the time one of 
·the finest in the world. 

To celebrate the occasion of 
the Grcr.d Opening of this 
rnagnifici ~~nt structure, timed 
to co!1~c ; de with the inaugu
rot:o:> c.f l l:e SUEZ CANAL, 
lsm('lq h.::~ CC'1~m : :;sioned Ver
di t0 write .u. iDA, reputedly 
for ~he sum of $501 000 (U.S. 
goid equivalent). 

PERA 
• 11 

Contrary to general and popular belief~ "A I DA 11 

was not the premiere presentationes Verdi, in a 
fit of pique, failed to complete it in time. In
stead, another renowned Verdi apera "Rigoletto", 
was presented; performed by a French troupe, as 
evidenc~d from a still-existing opera program of 
the day. (Continued on the following page). 

(Below) The Opera House as it appeared about the 
turn of the cenrury. The statve is lsmail's father. 



1 -,-, V_ ,._,., 

I 

(Right) A Control block 
of Zeheri # 522, 

Scott's No. 813; com
memorative issued 15th 
November l969 to ce 1- ,. 

~ " ··' . 
ebrate the <!entene?ry ; ~:: ·. 

. ' ..... .t' 

Of 20 mi lis denorriinat- ' 
ion, it depicts the fam
ous Opera House and a 
scene from "Aida". · 

t.GYPllAN PHILAitLIC lUPIC . 
! 

·. (Below - right)Airmail 
issued on December23rd 
1971, finally acknow
ledging the correctdate 

·····~· · 1···· ········ · ··············· ··· ····························· 

of the initial performance. 
This is Scott's No. C139. 

(Continued fro~' preceding page ·, .) 

Aida did not make its debut until 1871. At 
once pop.ulcir, it has since achieved lasting 
fame and has taken its place among the clas
sics. lt has, of course, played to appreci
ative audiences countless times in the Cairo' 
Opera House over the past century. · How
ever, a deviation is noted. In 1911 a pop
ular opera series known as "OPERA UNDER 
THE STARS" was commenced with the per
formance being held in the ·open air at the 
base of the Great Pyramids, lending much 
local col or to an already fabulous product
tion. 

Aida has, as its .setting, historical data relat
in'g to Egypt although the characters are fid
titious. lt con~erns a captive Ethopian Prin
cess named A ida 1 slave of the daughter of the 
King of Egypt, Amneris. Both women are in 
love with Radames, a young worrier chosen 
to lead the Egyptian a~my agai~st the Ethiop
ian invaders. A real blockbuster- her lov
er going into battle. against her father I 

This was adapted from the o(i-~i-nal story by a 
a keen sfudent of Egyptcll&gy of-that erqfone 
Auguste Mariet.J:e. Bey aft£;r i~terventioh ,from 

' 

_ .. :.· ~ - ~mq : ..,. ·~ ~ Ill ~ • , .... 7.2f" f ~ . ' . 

.. . 

-~~~ ~ 
•••••..••..••.•........ . 

•••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••e••••••••••• • 

·' . ' ,, ' J' 

f"ln a sudden and tragic ending to lOO years of cult
ure, a disastrous fire occured in 1971. This historic 
structure was complete I y destroyed. 

-~ .· 

What of the future? Will it ever be rebuilt, enhancing 
. the culture qf a city old before the time of Columbus,or 

will it remain charred and blackened, no longer shelt
,., ering the ghosts · of the great . and the near great perfor-

mers of bygone years, to erode t.!lto the so nd from his old friend and collaborator Camille Du 
' 

Locle, thErrcfmed librettist of Don Carlo • . · · which it was bui It more than 100 years ago ? 
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Time for Bg-Laws 
DR. SMITH has pointed out that it is high time 
yours truly got on the ball and presented memb
ers with a working Constitution and a set of By 
Lows as we are nearly a year old and we still do 
not have provision made for elections etc. 

We whole-hearted ly agree, in fact, Dr. Smith 
gave us a workable outline some time ago and it 
was hoped that it might be included in this mail. 
However, the old bugaboo, time, snowed at us 
again and we simply haven't finished it yet - at 
least a finol draft for your consideration. 

A spe c i11l effort will be made to have it ready
to mail with tre next issue as we begin our 8th 
··l('l ':':!r of p·1bl i cat ion. 

. lt has also been a lorg time since we had time 
to update the cumubt ive index for our Journa l . 
As we complete this seventh year a~d begin with 
the second year as a Society, it seems appropri
ate to me to accomplish this now by including 
the tull seven years completely updated and this 
too, is in our plan foe the next issue. 

IF !1JJ lrWJII !E H /NIT !E!! INI.A T DO INIA.Il. S 

We have heard that p lans are afoot among sev
eral o:: our members to exhibit at the forthcom
ing BIG INTERNATIONAL "INTERPHIL "76"
to be held in Philadelphia May 29th, 1976and 
through June 6th, 1976 in the Civic Center, in 
the City of Brotherly Love. 

For those who have never had the opportunity to 
visit Philadelphia, many fabulous moments rela-

. ting to the 200 year history of our country w i 11 
be manifested whet'! you visit Independence Hall 
where the original liberty Bell is on display and 
ever' ::, yOJJ enter the City where you wi 11 stand 

. ,.-e at the sight of the Statue of the Quaker 
,·'ounder, William Penn, high atop the Dome of 
the City Hall which, by ordinance, is the tall
e st building in the city so the statue stands su
preme over all. Also the Franklin Institute, 
open to the public with fabulous exhibits, Betsy 
Ross House where our flag was born, Elfreth's 
Alley 1 Mount Pleasant and much more. 
And don't forget liAFNIA, The Big Internation
al to be held in August in Finland. 

convenTion 
The FIRST official Convention of Egypt Pr ;ilat
elists lnt·ernational was held in conjunction with 
SESCAL, one of two major West Coast· Shows of 
National stature held each year . 

A special section was reserved for Egy ptian Ex-
1libits and while the number of eDtries did not 
approach the number who indicated that they 
hod inte nded to show - those that did exhi bi t 
gave us a rea l treat in the quality of the ma
terial on display. 

A SESCAL GOLD and the EGYPT GRAND was 
awarded to V. ANDONIAN of Oaklond, Col. 
for his remarkable display of the beautiful Es
says of Egypt from 1865 to 1923. Trul y one of 
the finest of this kind we hove seen a nywhe re • 

PETER R. FELTUS earned a SESCAL SILVERand 
the Second Egypt Award with an unusual display 
of the Revenue Stamps of Egypt, including orig
inal proofs in black of the First Issue of the Salt 
Stamps 1 as well as complete issued sets. 

"Mortars and Mail 11 by NANCY E. SCHAEFER
of Clearwater, Florida placed third in the Egyp t 
category and this too, and this too, was a re
markable showing, with great attention to de
tail and an e xceptionally fine coverage . Final 
exhibit '"as from RALPH TIPPER of Canada • . 

Ralph has worked in this area for some time and 
he has written a considerable amount about this 
material entitled: "Seals and Stamps used by the 
British Forces in Egypt- 1932/ 1941. A note 
of THANKS to each of these fine members, a 11 
of whom were in attendance except Ralph. 

Our President, Dr. P.A. S. Smith managed to 
find tirre to stop with us briefly on Friday but 
prior commitments made it impossible for him to 
remain over for our Special Meeting on Sunday 
morning. We had hoped to hove p hotos for you 
token at the meeting but not ready as yet. The 
exhibitors listed along with Nancy's husband -
Dove, a real philat~lic spark plug down Florida 
way and a true philatelist piu~ most of the re gu-

lars from the So. Col. area were present whi c h 
made for a live iy discussion period on the phil
ately of Egypt. 



The author who so kind ly ass ists us wi th answe rs 
to some real pose rs submitted by our membe rs, 
is well known to mos t of us . He has wri tt en 
untold thousands of words on the phi lat e li c a s
pects of Egypt and the Suez Cana l , wit l1 wl1i ch 
he was assoc iated in an official capocit y f o r 
man y yea rs . He is a highly re s-Ja rded memb
e r of the Frencl1 "Acade mic de Philateli c ". 
He now makes his home in Lausan11e , Switzer
land. Ed. 

AN ANS WER: REFE RR ING TO THE FORGERY 

O F TH E IN VERTE D SURC HARG E 
O F TH E 1915 PROVISIONAL - 2 MILL LI ST
ED IN TOPICS- VO L. 7, NO. 2 , PAGE 34 , 
by RESfARCHER, CHARLES F. HASS. 

"To my knowle dge , the for 9cd i 11 ve rt e d sur
charge was executed by a Europ ean v\0 rki 11 ~1 at 
the National Printing Office 1 n l:>ou loc (Cairo), 
who had access to the 
original Arabic printina 
chara~ters in loose con
dition. This exp lains 
why it was so we ll ex 
ecu ted ,ori ginal Arabic 
characters were actual
ly use d in overprinting. 

A very cl ea r descript
ion of THIS surcha rge 
has be e n made and pub-
1 ished in the' Quarter
ly Circular- the Egyp t 
Study Circle of London 
in Vol. IV, No . 2, of 
May 1952 pa ge 14 , by 
the late Douglas Mac
Neille, w ho was in 
Egypt during the First 
Wo rld Wa r. ~ 
I 11 b 

~'~~~,.o.~,p,r.d very we reme m er --~-~- -- -·------· 

having discussed this subject with him on sev
eral occasions along with many others. He was 

.._ . ..._. I 1 1 I n 11 I I I I ~ -,-1 I '-- l- j \..1 I U t I \ .. nJ 

mE TS 

of 

L 

o se riou s stude nt and coll e cto r of Egypt- (well
known to our olde r members) 

As writte n in hi s notes, the ma in differe nce be
tween the SJ Cnuine and the forged su rcharges a re 
in the a11 gl e of the surcharge." 

A N A N SW CI\ : TO THE Q UERY OF KENN ETH 
PIE RCE TO HIS AR TICLE THAT 

A PPEAR ED IN THE SAME VO LU ME 0 N PAGE 
30 under tl1 e titl e : "FRANC E IN EGYPT-AN 
1 838 OVERLAND MAIL ENTIRE •.. 

"Th is ma il wo s not ne ccssm ilycarricdby the Wag
horn se rvice ! 

Ce rta inly the re wa s a Briti sh mail se rvice across 
the dese rt and o long the N il e betwee n Suez and 
A lexandr ia . 

Wu gl1 orn' s se rvice was more ex pe nsive than the 
Brit ish Pos t Office se rvice. If all of the d iffere nt 
nu me ra ls show n on the co ve r (pa ge 3 1) could be 
expla ined by compar ison with the var ious pos tal 
roles in force at the time, if would clari fy man y 

points . I cannot. (continued on ne x t pa ge ) 
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AN ANSWER: TO Tt-!E QUERY O F DENYS 

J . VOA DEN on tf1e RUSS !/> N 
OFFICE IN EGYPT - Same Vo lume - Po s1e 2? . 

"These duty stomps may have been iswed after the 

Re volution . of Russia for the "Egyp tian Office for 

White Russian Refugees in Egypt", w ho escaped 

from thi:. country 1 mostly via Odessa . 

0 ver r h e '! eo r ~; AL3E f\T f:;.\ S T r'v'i.A N f,~! :-': R/". HI 
ha s done a great deal ~o p:omoh::· Eg)!otion P h!!a-

' h . I . I ' . . . . . I tel )' t .rough i • ·-~ v 1su·:J, meu.'ls et t·:•:""·itj1 t1ng tnem 

in public pie c es -.·.here al! coul d see rh em . A s a 

res ult, both the moyors of ~:cr~sas c:· )' end lv\!ss 

icn! Kansas, wt•e•·e Mizrchi residE·!· , hcve issued 
The A rab ic v•riting at the top of the stamp reads, 
AI D I I 

pror.:iamotions offic:cl 1y mo rk;:,0 ti-~ e t imes o~ ex-
" av: a A Mosrio" (EgyP, tian Government_) . 

- hibition m Cffi c ia! "'Neek" or ",~or.th " . 
Th ese stamps were probably used to pay the fees 

fo r identity cards or other sim ilar documents co n·

c e rning ·white Russians in Egyp i . A t that time Egypt 

received a great numbe r of these Re fuge es , and I 
reme mber. that I heard of the ex istence of a "Bur
eau Russe in Egypt", after the First World War , 

which continued to ope rate for several years. " 

COVER FROM SUEZ TO BOMBAY on Pa oe 41 -
"' 

" Si milar covers from the some arc hives are known 
in different r ,,, lL:: c tions since a wonderful lot was 

c~; "' . ....airo about 1950 and bought b y a 
. 1~ Ueoler in Cairo, Dr. Otto Reichert. 

All of the letters ore sent from Egypt by Hog. Mir

zo Abdel Garoud or addresse d to him by the corres

pondent in Bombay . 

The wax seals on the back are not postal, ra ther 
they show the name of the sender . 

All of the Arabic writings are of no special interest 

merely "compliments, titles and prayers" for the 

safe arrival and delivery of the message. I hove a 

more or less similar cover in my collection. 

KE NNE TH PIE RCE' S QUERY COt~CLUDED 

r ··· ,.it NTS by d"HUMIERE (Continued) 

\_; t course, this letter used the F rench Pocket 

boa ts betwe en Alexandria and Marseil le . 

I believe that a careful study of J. Sidebottom 's 

book will enlighten us on man y points that stHI 

remain difficult to explain. JBd"H. 

r·~-- . i 

I 1 ;--, ·--
.) 

( ) i . 
.. I 

"' 

--

Thi s year was no exception c:nd en ur.usual !y f in (: 
collection of t~e ~temps of E ayu~ :1nd the Royo! 
imp erfora te proof5 .' ;· ornpl cte)from t he cc:.l lecti on 
of the iate Ki ng Forouk ware orr . di~pipy at the 

M issi6n Stat~(Ba nk Sept. 27 throvg~·i Oct. l lth. 

In qdditio n .1000 years o f Egyptiar money em is-· 

si o r\~.< in · gol,d;. sih,er 1 ~~f;pe ;· ,' br :.:, nze 1nd pope r ' 

we re shown.:.:': \These were ex.hibi ted by Mizroh: 

in Lps ~pgei_~.s eariier in the yea r and it was our 

p.dvilege td,~·~ee t hem ot that time). Con9ro tu

lations, t 
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GEORGE W. BOSTWICK M.D. 

A postcard cancelled in Egypt aboard a United 
States Naval vessel destined to become the first 
American ship to pa ss through the Canal follow
ing its re-opening. 

The card (illustrate d on the following page) was 
mailed on June 17, 1974, franked with the 8~ 
Eisenhower definitive. 

(Ed's note) On receiving the card, Dr. Bostw ick 
wrote to his contact for additional information -
with the following reply. 

"A quick note in answer to yourquestion relat
i v f' to the name of the ship from which I mail ed 
>·r)ur post card. 

BARNSTABLE COUNTY LST 1197 

This is a new type of ship to carry tanks, etc. plus 
Marines. Any vehicles can be loaded on a large 
track, I ifted and placed from the bow of the ship 
to the shore. IT IS THE FIRST AMERICAN SHIP 
TO ENTER THE SUEZ CANAL SINCE 1967." 

lt is too bad the cancellation came out partly 
blank, but the name of the ship is still reco g
nizable. Gene Klebe (who sent the card), . is a 
local artist who is employed by the Navy to 
to paint a permanent record of its operations -
such as Antarctic Expeditions, and the re-open
ing of the Suez Canal. Obviously he is not a 
philatelist 0 , as you .can gather from his apology 
for mail-ing ~ post card from Egypt with a U. S. 
stamp. 'rhe copy of the letter above, explains 
the name of the ship and its function. 

(J. s. 

0 UE Z 

Figure 1 o (Below) -
The L S T BARNSTABLE COUNTY from Jant:s 
Fighting ships with an open stern gate and 
pontoon sections. 
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FIRST AMERICAN SHIP IN THE SUEZ CANAL SINCE IT WAS CLOSED IN 1967 • 

JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS (1975)- gives us the 
following information: -~· "'· 

' ' 

An AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE SH lP designated Tank 
Landing Ship (L S T) of the "NEWPORT" CLASS. 
Twenty ships in all launched from November of 
1966 through February 1971 comprise the fl eefof 
this type of vessel. 

1971 and Comm issioned May 27, 1972. lt dis
places 8,432 tons full load. Dimensions: 522.3 
X 69.5 X 17.5 (aft). Power is from si x Diesels 
(Aico): two shafts turning 16,000 HP- 20 knots 
sustained. lt carries 12 office rs and 211 e nlisted 
men with space for 386 additional troops of 20 
Officers and 366 enlisted perso14_nel. 

The keel of the Barnstable County was laid down These twenty ships are the only L S T'S remain-
on December 19, 1970: launched; October 2nd ing in acti ve service. 

t .. ~ ) 1 . 
I' POST CARD, 
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I EN NETH PIERCE 

A FOLLOW-UP AND A FIRST DAY ! 

In TOPICS, Vol . 7, No. 2, March/Aoril, 1975, 
pages 30-31, the author posed so 11"• e questions 
regarding an 18 3 8 entire from India to England 
via Egypt. The same rema ined unanswered (until 
Mr . J. B. d' Humieres articl e arrived which app
ears in this issue)- ques ti ons a re applicable to 
the e ntire described bel ow . 

The first entire was so interesting tha t the author 
started looking for others that showed evidence of 
going overland from Sue z to Alexandria . He was 
fortuna te in locating the basis for this article out 
of the same correspondence os the first. 11' is a 
leHer from a ma n in India to his brother in Eng
la nd and its marks ore; obve rse: MS "pr steamer 
via Bcmba y, Egypt and Marsei lle", MS rate of 
3/8-·l/2", · n r -~ , ; framed " lndes Alexandria, 27 
Murs 1 0 '19 ''. '! t is this C. D. S. that makes this 
ent:re " ~ ~-'" '" i nrt>re sting than the one described in 
the eoraier arti cle and which we will talk furth
er about later in this story). Reve1-se: red fram
e d "Cal cutta Steam Lette r'~ block framed "Brit
ish Foreign", blue Paris transi t C. D. S. with the 
do te A pril 16, 1 8 39~ and a London arrival C. 
D. S. of April 18, 1839. 

Tota l transit time, Calcutta to London ( Febru
ary 11th- Apri l 18th) was 66doys •. Waghorn's 
average (Sidebottom) transit time from Calcutta 
to London during 1 8 3 9 was 6 2 days. As with 
the entire discussed in t he previous article, thi s 
one al so arrived in London on the some day as 
o Known Wagharn. Sidebottom I ists o lettc->r dis
patched from Calcutta on February2, 1839 or-· 
riving in London 7 5 days later. Arithmetic tells 
us that the arrival date is the some April 18th 
as this entire. Logic tells us that the Wogharn 
lette r, though it was mailed earlier, suffered o 
wait somewhere for transport and the out h or's 
caught up with it and they went on together, 
Oh we ll, just more food for thought I 

NOW, let's get back to the "lndes Alexandria" 
.<;. D. S. lt's listed by the Egyptian Study Circle 

FRANCE 

EGYPT 

A 1838 

OVERL A ND 

MAIL 

ENTIRE 

os French Alexandria, type XI II with only one 
recorded , dated Septembe r 7. 1839. While it is 
a very sca rce mark, it's not that scarce. Sa li es 
poin ts out that it was used, by a mutual posta l 
convention, only on mail from India to Great 
Britain, via Alexandria and France with the 
latter portion of the journey ono French Packet 
boot. Its use was l imi ted to se ven months dur ing 
1 8 3 9 and there ore only eight diffe rent dates of 
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FRANCE IN EGYPT (Continued) 

usage known (ogcin, according to Sal!es). These 
dates are March 27, April 27, Muy 13, June 7, 
June 171 August 7, August 15 and September 7. 
So, the described entire is a FIRST DAY - of 
known usage of this C. D. S. 

Coniecture would be that the C. D. S. was used 
only on the day when the India mail arrived in 
Alexandria or was dispatched to France. Unfor
tunately 1 the records of boat movements during 
this time are spotty and the question of its use as 
arrival or dispatch is unonsweruble at this time. 

The author would again like to pose the questions 
that this and the previous entire poses. 1. Were 
these entires carried by Wo ghorn ' s serv ice ? I f 

,\ hy no cachet ? If not, how were they 
carried (especially the Suez-Alexandria portion) 
onf if there was on adequa te overland mail ser
vice, as the transit time indicates, why would 
a service like Waghorn 1s be needed ? If anyone 
has any ideas on the subject please address the 
writer os follows: 

KENNETH PIERCE - Director of Systems 
City of Hope Medical ( e nter 

1500 E. Duarte Road, Duorte, Ca., 91010 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and REFERENCES· ·- . 
Please refer to previous articles • 

A FREE WANTS A ND OFFERS column exclusively 
for the use of ou r MEMBERS -To Buy, Sell or 
SWAP. If you do n't need it - Trade C:~ ! 

WANTED BY SPECIALIST - Mint or used EGYPT 
only, no LIAR. Nos. from 1972 ZEHERI. (Cont
inued from last issue)- Postage Dues: 12c, l3b, 
14b , 18c, l9h, 191, 19n, 20e, and 33c . Sue z 
Ca nat Co. (Used only) Nos. 1, 2 , a nd 4 . Spec
ial Seals - Br it ish Forces: l (proof imperf) and 3 
(impoerforate proo f) . Palestine: 3b, 3c, and SOd. 
Pa lestine Airmail: 15b, 26 (6 bars), 27 (6 ba rs). 
Write: HYMAN GOLDSTEIN, · 1930 Vine St ., 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, 94709, IJ. S. A. 

PP.YlNG $250.00 for EGYPT #B13-15a- (Perf. 
and lmperf Boy Scout Sheets). Also need B 13- 15 
imperforate and #545 Girl Scout imperf, plus the 
Syria airs H(4-5 !mperf. If you con help write 
LEONARD M. DOBRIN, 7 Bayberry Drive,Picin
view, New York, 11803, U. S. A. 

WANTED - MORE MEMBERS to ta ke ad vanta ge 
of this FREE column - both WANTS and OF FE RS . 
Turn those extras into items you wa nt or need now. 

SUDAN W.A.NTED - 1966 on in USED condition 
by specialist. Will pay premium. These are hard 
to come by ond connection for regu !or supply wil: 
be appreciated. Write: BEN BABINGTON , 48 
Hill Street, Apt.12C,Morris towr. 1 N.J.-

~lP-~~d.=~_oz~~-=--=--=--;__:_ ____ :__:__:.._:... 
HAVE FIVE COVERS ON CONSIGNMENT FROM 
O verseas member -all nice with PALESTINE ad
hesives and cance llations. NICE. S20.00 Single 
or $100 takes the lot. All are diffe rent. Write · 
to the editor for more information and p hoto. PO. 
BOX 3875, T orrance, Coli f., 90503. 

CHARLIES HASS still needs mint copies of almost 
all of the watermark varieties after 1879, as wel l 

os many of the other varieties listed in Zeheri. If 
you have this material avai I able write directly to 

him at P " 0. BOX 106, Jenkintown, Pa, 19046 . 
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ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 

A chronicle o( NEW ISSUES wi th information supplied through the kindness of the Director of the ' 
POSTAL ORGANIZATI0~--1 PHILATELIC OFFICE, MR. FI KR I M. HUSSEIN and his staff. 

THE SECOND AN NI VERSARY OF THE BATTLE 
OF THE 6TH OF OCTOBER ••• 

- . ' 

In commemoration of the army's achievement in 
crossing, in only a few hours, one of the great
est water obsl"acles in the world through stout 
defenses. 

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM OF THE WAR 
OF 1973 8 HELD AT CAIRO UNIVERSITY ON 
OCTOBER 27/31, _ 1975. 

You will note that the design is identical to the 
Stamp listed above for the Second Anniversary, 
however 1 the I i ne of text at the bottom of the 
stamp has been altered for the conference. No 
detail s are yet available as to the number print
ed or released. Presumably, all other details 
are identical with the first issue (Ed .) . 

UNITED NATIONS DAY- 1975 

Issued on U. N. Day in the fond hope that the 
displaced peoples of Palestine may be returned 
to their homeland. 

Dote of Issue: 
Denomination: · 
Designer: 

6 October 1975 
20 mills 

SABER SAIDA 
The flag of Egypt fluttering 
over the batile scene. 

Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheets: 
Perforation: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheets: 
Perforation: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

35 Stamps 
40 X .. 40 mm. 

(5 X 7) 
11-1/2 

Crimson, golden yellow, 
Black, gray and wh ite. 

Multipl e Eagle 
Rotogravure - Printed 

at Postal Printing House A R Egypt 
1 , 000,000 stamps 

_7> 
j .. .. ·: . '\ 

' ' '· \ 
. -~ ' .. . ~ - - ~ ~ -\ 

l·_ ' -' . i, .. : ( ', _-- ' l 
\ :. \ • • -- - ---- I -- I 
,· ~· , .. , : .. :-1, . .. / . ' 

\{· _· '-- - -~v-----~-·5 ... . --

24 Oc tober 1975 
30 mills 

LOTFY EL SAWAF 
A child and an old man looking 
with hope through _ barbed wire 
toward their homeland. 

50 X 42 mm. 
25 Stamps (5 X 5) 

11-1/2 
Desert sand, green, 
Brown and wh ile. 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure: Postal Printing 
House in the A. R. of Egypt 

1 1 000 1 000 stamps 



~GYPTIAN PHILATELIC TOPICS NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1975 PAGE 129 

UN.ITED NATIONS DAY - 1975 

.· i~sued for UN Day in appreciation of the people 
of tM 'A:. R. of Egypt of all of the efforts made by 
UNESCO and the member states; the archaelo
gists and the scientists for their help in saving 
the precious monuments of Philae. 

... ._. fERNA TIONAL WOMEN 1S YEAR 

Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheet: 
Perforati ,··! ' 

Col re ·' 

.. c rmark: 
n inting: 
Quantity: 

Date of Issue 
AIR MAlL 110 mills 

SABER SA IDA 
A likeness of an Egyptian women 
and the lnt. motto of occasiOn. 

SO Stamps 
(24 X 42) 

( 10 X 5) 
11-1/2 

Deep olive green, black, 
orange and white • 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure - PPH - In Cairo 

1, 000 1 000 stamps 

PHlLAE'S MONYMENTS 

Date of Issue: 24 October 1975 
55 mi lis 

LOTFY EL SAWAF 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Desi gn: A part of an embossed design on the 

wall of one of Philae 1s Temples -
while partially sunk under water. 

Dimensions: ... 24 X 32 mm. 
(5 X 1 0) 

11-1/2 
Sheet: SO Stamps 
Perforations: 
Colors: Brown, goldenrod yellow, 

Blue, white and green. 
Watermark: Mu I tip le Ea gle 
Printing: Rotogravure Postal Printing 

Hou se in the A. R. of Egypt 
Quantity: 400, 000 stamps 

JNTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

SCHISTOSOMIASIS PURPOSE 

24 October 1975 
20 mills 

SABER SAIDA 
Two arrows symbolizing the trea tment of 
Schistosomiasis and the mottof of the 
International Conference. 

24 X 42 mm. 
50 stamps (10 X 5) 

11-1/2 
Pale blue, deep blue, gray 
pink and black & white. 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure PPH In Cairo 

1,000,000 stamps 

In commemoration of the UN declaration on human Commemorating the purpose of the forum to the 
rights and equality relative to discrimination. free exchange of ideas and information leadin g 

to the ultimate control of this disease. 
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Dote of Issue: 
Denorni notion: 

... ~--·-- -~ - ·- ---
; '" '6"T'*,oll-j!.,~ : Designer: 
~· Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheets: 

\\_~'· . 
......... _ ---· 

Perforation: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 

Printing: 
Quantity: 

15 November 1975 
20 mills 

A. SALAD! NE 
A cortouche on a monolith 
flanked' by two birds. 

24 X 42 mm. 
50 stomps .. (10 X 5) 

ll-1/2 
Deep yellow, pale yellow 1 gra~ 
white and dark steel blue. 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure PPH at Cairo 

Not Listed 

An interesting native cover from the Sudanr in poor condition, franked with 2 m. and 
4 m. and 1 PT and 4 PT. Postage Dues of the first Issue (Boxed "T" on the front). 

(Shown courtesy of Bill Bogg - New England Stamp Company who always has something of 

interest for Lollectors of tgypt and the )udon ••• 


