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UNE EMISSION MAOABRE 

En 1904 apres l'assassinat du roi Alexandre Obrinovich et l 'acces
sion au tr6ne du roi P ierre Karageorgevich, le Gouvernement Serbe 
fit imprimer une serie a l 'occasion du couronnement de ce souverain, 
laquelle devait celebrer aurn i le centenaire de la dynastie Karageorge
vich , revenue sur le tr6ne apres une eclipse en faveur des Obrinovich. 

Cette serie etait composee de timbres formant deux types ; les 5, 
10, 15, 25, 50 paras representaient de profil le roi Pierre Ier , l'ancetre 
Karageorgevich, les 3 autres valeurs des 1, 3, 5 dinars representaient 
Karageorgevich et les insurges serbes contre la domination turque 
d'alors, en 1804. 

Cette serie fut dessinee par G. Jo vanovich , gravee par E. Mouchon 
et imprimee par l'Etat Franc;ais ; on admira beaucoup les timbres, mais 
quelques semaines apres !'emission , le Gouvernement serbe fit retirer 
subitement tous les timbres invendus et essaya de fai re rentrer ceux 
qui se trouvaient deja en tre les mains des particuliers et ce pour les 
motifs suivants : 

On s'et ait apen;u qu'en retournant le t imbre, les tetes en bas, on 
voyait apparaitre clairement le masque de mart du roi Alexandre 
assassme. Les narines du roi Pierre et de Karageorgevich formaient 
les yeux d' Alexandre Ier, les moustaches des deux tetes les sourcils 
du mart, enfin le sourcil et l 'reil de Karageorgevich figura ient le nez 
et la bouche du roi mart. 

Un dessin parnt dans le grand journal anglais "Daily Chronicle" 
qui mantra cette etrangete qu'on ne voulu t pas croire fortuite ; et l'on 
alla jusqu'a dire que c'eta it a !'instigation de la reine Nathalie, mere 
d 'Alexanclre, que le graveur conc;u t le dess in de son timbre de maniere 
a obtenir cet effet macabre. 

Le go uvernernen t d'abord clonna des instru clions a ses agents de 
Londres, Paris, et Berlin pour essayer de rachet<:>r les malheureux 
t imbres, soit aux philatelistes, soit aux marchancls, c'est dti rruoins ce 
que pretendirent les rnalins et interesses qui avaient stocke cette emis
sion, car, comme on le verra plus loin, il n 'en fut rien. 

L'intervention de la reine Nathalie ne fut jamais prouvee, car le 
graveur Mouchon qui etait tres connu a cette epoque, et qui avait grave 
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les emiss ions de Monaco, du Por tugal, les jeux olymp iques de Grece de 
1896, etait un artiste q ue ses tr avaux ava ien t fa it connaitre avan tage u
srnwnt et qui par son age et sa reputat ion , eta it peu accessible a l'idee 
d 'un acte qui n 'aurait ete en realite, q u'une fumisterie macabre s 'il 
etait g ratuit , ma is deviend ra it unc sorte de t romperie a l'ega rcl du gou
vernement serbe s'il eta it paye. 

Le res ulta t le plus clai r a urait ete de fa ire pe rdre a l 'artiste la 
confiance et probablemen t les commandes fu tures non seulement de la 
Serbie, mai;s encore des aut res gou vernemen ts qui pounaien t avoir 
dans leur hi stoire des cadav res plus ou moin s recalcitrants . Rien ne 
permettait done de supposer q ue ce fant6me eut ete voulu et tres pro
bablernent le hasard seul y etait pour quelque chose . 

Cependan t en r etournant le timbre, cer tains traits de dessin, cer
taines fe rmetes de la ta ille etonnent : notamment le pli du front de 
l'ancetre Karageorgevich , qui , retourne devien t le men ton du fan t6rne 
et don t l'accentuation ne pa rait pas aussi indispensable; d 'autre par t, 
si l'on prend la preca ution de cacher le reste du timbre on apen,;oit 
t res bien la tete macabre en qu estion. 

Il semble plut6t q ue cette emission , tres belle a regard er , avait ete 
stockee par un ou plusieurs speculateurs de l'epoque, lesquels pour 
ccou ler leu rs stocks avec profi t ne t rouverent rien de mieux que d 'in
venter cette histoire de l' intervcn tion du gouvern ement du roi Pierre 
pour fa ire dispara it re cette macabre figu rine, due au hasa rd du poinc;on 
du graveur. 

E n effet, le grand q uolidicn pa ris ien de l'epoque, le journal "Le 
Temps", p ubliait la lettre suivante, emanant n i plus ni moins, du Mi
nistre de Serbie aupres de la Republique F rarn;;aise et datee du 9 J an
vier 1905 : 
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Monsieur le Directeur, 

Une certaine presse se ph1isant dans des in ven tions les plus fantai
sistes sur le compte de la Se rbie a servi ces jours demiers a l'opinion 
publique, facilement credule, u ne 11istoire, entre tant d 'autres de la 
rneme qualite, sur les t imbres-paste jubiliaires serbes, h istoire fa usse 
cl'un bout a l'autre. Un certain nombre de journa ux fran c;ais ayant 
reprcduit ce fait divers , je vous se rais tres r econnaissant, Mons ieur le 
Directeur, si vous vouliez bien me permettre de decla rer a ce propos, 
ce qui suit clans votre est irne journal : Les cliches des t imbres-poste 
jubiliaires en question on t ete faits clans la fabrique d'Eta t a Paris, 
d 'apres le dessin de Mr. E . Mouchon. Le Gouvernernent royal serbe 
en a ete tell emen t sa tisfait qu 'il a fa it decorer le graveur en exprirnant 
en rneme temps ses rneilleurs rernerc.iemen ts au Gouvernemen t de la 
Repnblique Fra rn;a ise pour son g raci.eux c:oncours clans cette affaire. 
Ces timbres-paste seront retires de la circulation a la fin de l'annee 
pour la plus simple rai son du mon de, a savoir qu'il s n 'on t ete faits que 
pour l'annee 1904, le centenaire de la premiere revolution serbe sous 
Karagc:orges, le grand-pere du ro i Pierre. Les cliches pour les nou
veaux tirnbres-pos te q ui seront rbi s en circulat ion le 1/ 14 .Janvier om 
e te fai ts en France. 

Veuillez agreer , etc .. etc .. . 
Mil. R. Vcsni tch . 

Mini stre de Serbic a Pari::; . 

Si parmi nos lecteurs il s 'en trou ve qui possedent de ces t imbres, 
qu 'ils s'amu sent done a retourner la vignette et il s verront parfaite
rnent bien un masque mortuaire, qu'on attribu a it ainsi, il y a plus cl'un 
siecle. a un monarque assassine. 

A hmed ll!lazlomn. 

References : Le Postillon. 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - Egypte 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 
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£1,000,000 FOR. POSTAGE STAMPS 

SOLD BY H. R. HAMMER ORGANISATION IN THE LAST SEASON 

Thi s -vvas comprised as fol lows : 

London Au ction s 
New York Auctions 
London Private Treaty 
New York Private Treaty 
Sydney Auct ion and Private Treaty 

£ 428,276 
£ 435,mn 

£ 78,130 
£ 71 ,440 
£ 16,000 

£ 1,028 ,943 

London's au ction tota l of £428,276 included £43,470 for the "C. 
Emerson Huston" Cape of Good Hope, a world record for Cape stamps, 
£16,680 for the major part of the "Ronald Southey" world collections, 
£16,440 for the "W.H. Milnes Marsden" collection and £14,050 for 
Dr. C.C. Chan's imperforate classics all used on covers. Ten ind ividual 
pieces reached or exceeded the £ 1,COO figure during the season. 

Private Treaty sales effected by the London Hov.se brou,ght th e 
h:i,ghest total for five years at £78,730. Four collections from the 
"E .T. Granger" estate, Antigua, Montserrat, St. Helena and British 
imprimaturs were sold for nearly £15,000, the "RT. Ledger" Jordan 
for £5,000 and the "Matthews" Gold Meda l Mecklenburg-Schwerin for 
D.M. 62,000. Amongst the more important. of the 398 sales completed 
in the twelve months were also included the two recently discovered 
Swaziland "decimal" shpets with double surcharges. 

Harmer 's New York House just topped London in the Auction 
field with a figure of £435,097, some 30% increase or1 the previous 
Season. The "Milton A. Holmes" \i\T orlct collection brought nearly 
£45,000 and the "Siegmund Adler" British North Americans and Ger
man States, sold for the Philatelic Foundation in America, made near
ly £43,000. The wholesale stock of the late Michael Gluck ran to 
£37,500 whilst three collections of U.S.A. sold for £23,680, £19,100 
and over £10,000. New York handled numero us important private 
treaty sales of a wide variety during the year with an abnormally high 
total of £71,440. 

The demand for fine and rare stamps both classic and modern 
still exceeds the supply. Despi te less favourable trading conditions 
prices generally have shown an increase over the previous twelve 
months. 
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A GREAT RARITY OF EGYPT 

The marvellous upper right CORNER BLOCK, of the 2 piastres, 
Jst issue of Egypt (1866 ), with full margins, illu st rated on the fron t 
page, is a great rarity . The two vertical fines of perforation at right 
gauge 13, and 121 elsewhere. This block is included in Byam's Egypt 
catalogue, publish ed fo r th e auction sale to take place at Robson 
Lowe's rooms, London , on the 24th and 25th October, 1961 (valuation : 
£250). 

UNE ERREUR DAN8 LA COMPOSITION DU TEXTE 

DU TIMBRE A DATE 

En date du 10 J anvier 1938, a eu lieu la VIIe conference pour 
l' unification du Droit P enal. 

Cette conference a ete inauguree a la Societe Royale de Geographie 
(dont le s iege est ac tueilernent occupe par la Ste. E ntomologique 
d 'Egypte, 14, Rue Ramses ). P endant la periode de Ja Conference, un 
bureau de Foste, muni d 'une obliterat ion speciale , a fonctionn e. 

A ce propos signalons qu' il s'est glisse une erreu r clans le texte 
du timbre a date, elle fut r emarquee clans la matinee du premier jour, 
le 10 J anvier 1938, et immediatement corrigee, par un autre texte du 
li mbre a date. Voici en quoi elle consiste : "VIIe Conference In ter 
nationale pour l'unifi cation cle Droit P enal" (texte errone ) au lieu rl0: 
"VIIe Conference Internationale pour l'unification cl1l Droit Penal'' 
( texte correct ). 

Cette erreur t.ypique que l 'on pourra it comparer avec celle du 
Congres des Chemin s de F er , en 193:-3 , merite d 'etre signalee, elle est 
t res r are, car un e vingta ine d' enveloppes de cette erreur on t dC1 et.re 
conservees. 

Avis aux amateurs. 
K.Z. 



NEW ISSUE OF FOUR POSTAGE STAMPS 

The 1 .. 4, 10 and 35-mill. values of the current regul ar set were 
released on August 31, J9G1. They were printed at t he new Postal 
Authority Press at E l-Nasr, Sl1burb of Cai ro . The stamps were printed 
on unwatermarked paper , and owing to change of eq uipment, tbe mar
ginal inscription (control No. ) gives now consecu tive sheet numbers 
and th e date when the sheets w ere p rin ted. 

The 1-mill. stamp retains its size and its fam ili ar design of the 
fa rmer's wife. Th e colour was ch cinged into light blue, and the per
foration is now 11} x in. 

Th e 4-rnill. stamp retai ns i ts size :::md it s famil iar design ; the glass 
lamp, the colour was cl1anged into oli ve-green (perforation 11} x 11~ ). 

The 10-mill. stamp reta ins onl y its size ; t he design was altered 
and now it portrays the Eagle of Saladin (tl1e emblem of the Republic) 
with a s ilhou ette of the Citadel of Cairn in the background. The colour 
was changed into violet (perforation J 1} x 111 ). 

Th e ~15 -mill . stamp n.~ta in s its s ize and its design which depi cts 
commerce and means of t rcm spor t. Tl1c colour was changed into ma
rine blue (perforation 1 l -~ x l n ). 

FORTHCOMING C01\1MEMORA TIVES 
The F'.A.O. commemorative stamp (Freedom from Hunger Cam

paign) which was previously announced to be released on October 24, 
1961, will be postponed up to 1963. Two sets, each comprises 2 stamps 
of 10 m ills and 35 mills de·nomination , one set for the U.A.R. and the 
other for Palestine will be released instead, on th e same day to honour 
the Technical Assi stance Programmes, and to celebrate also the 16th 
anniversary of the United Nations. 

The date of issue of t he s tamp which will be released on the occa
sion of the 15th anniversary 0c tl ie Unesco and its great efforts in safe
guarding the monuments of Nubia has been fixed on November 4, 1961. 
The 10-milL stamp will d~pict the Ph ilae Temple in Nub ia. 

A new commemorative stamp , which h cis not been announced yet, 
will be r eleased around the end of this year. It will celebrate the 
Pharaonic splendour in the "Son et Lumiere" (Sound and Light) of the 
most enchanted miracles of t he wot'ld , the Sphinx and the Pyramids, 
which are now flood-li t at ni ght and can talk and tell its Pharaonic 
History. 
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A I R G R A P H S (1) 

Eighteen months after the declaration of t he iast vVorld War, 
Great Britain had an enormou s army on the fields of the Middle East. 
At hom e, families of the officers a nd soldiers of these ~roops became 
worried and restless because they had been kept for months without 
any n ews from their husbands, rnns or brothers who were fighting en 
the battle fields. The Mediterranea n Sea was cloE:ed to the British 
ships which therefore lBd to sail around Cape of Good Hope and 
through the Red Sea, a distance of 12,000 miles. On the other hand 
it was not practical at tha t time to have all these letters sen t airmail. 
If only 100,000 British officers and soldiers were in the Middle East at 
that time, and each was allowed to send only one letter of 20 grams 
weekly, this would have brought the total weight to 2000 kilograms a 
week from ·each of the two sides of this long distance . · 

British authorities at hom e were receiving incsss:mt complaints 
for the delay of correspondence and h ad to do something. They con
tacted Kodak Co. at London, an d after several m eet ings between the 
Company's re9resentative, Mr. K. Stewart Smith, an old soldier, and 
the Post~11a ster General, a solution to the problem was developed. 

The main elements of the process were to have letters very minu
tely photographed on cinematographic films which bad to fly to Eng
land to be enlarged and then reproduced on paper which was cut into 
separate letters again and sent by the Post to the addresses. This pro
cess needed special instruments and skilled experts and the Company 
did not fail to procure both of them. The fi lms also h ad to be espe
cially manufactured in order to resist ;:i ll kinds of weather . 

Letters bad to be wrilten on a special form of 28 x 20 ems. which 
was photographed on a cinematographic film (25 per minute), reduced 
at the same t ime to 12 x 15,8 mms. The n egative roll (containing 
1700 messO\ges) was sent then by air to its destina tion, where it was 
immediately enlarged to reproduce the letters with measurements of 
13 x 10 ems. (40 letters per minute). Each letter (ai1·graph) was after
wards folded, enclosed in an envelop which h ad a window to show the 
address and distributed by the Post. The word ''AIRGRAPH" and a 
resemblance of a bird were printed on the envelop which was generally 
also postmarked in red "Postage Prepaid" . 

By this process the n egatives of 4500 message8: did not weigh but 
450 grams, whereas the same number of messages would have weighed 

(1) Information a lready published in Arabic and French on pages 242, of No. 
50, 325- 326 of No. 51, 340 of No. 52 and 270- 271 of No. 76 of this Magazine. 



274 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Octobre 1961 

75 kgs. This great economy in weight and space allowed the t ransport 
of enormous number of messages by air. 

This service was first inaugurated in the Middle East on the 17th 
April , 1941. When the first packet (containing 50,000 messages) arriv
ed to London, thq did not lose time in completing the final steps of 
the process, and ai rgraphs 1,vere actually distribu ted by the Post on 
tbe 18tl1 May, 1941, 9 days after their departure from Cairo. 

Ai rgraphs a rriving for the fi rst time to Egypt from Great Britain 
were distributed on the 2Jst September , 1941. 

Rate of postage was 3 pence for eacb message, paid in postage 
stamps to be fi xed on the back of the form by the sender. 

On tbe 15th May, 1942, tbis ·crvice was allowed to the civ~lians in 
Egypt. Other special fo rms were printed by the Egyptian Postal Ad
ministration for thi s purpose. Rate of postage was fixed at 40 mil
liemes each message. Airgrapbs contained in the first packet sent to 
Great Britain , were distributed there on tbe 30tl1 May, 1942. 

Airgraphs from Great Britain to civilians in Egypt were first 
autborized on the 2l st ]\fay! 1942 , for a unified postage rate of 8 d per 
message. 

ln Egypt, airgraphs addressed to civ ili ans were fold ed to have the 
address only sb ow on the front , then closed by two gummed postal 
labels (Form M of G. 5a Q), aHd postmarked CAIRO AIRGRAPH. 

On the 3rd March, 1943, t his service of airgrapbs was extended to 
Canada and Ne wfoundland, and on l st August of the same year, to 
Australia , New Zealand, Tonga, Vij i and New Hebrides, for a unified 
postage rate of 40 milliemes each message. 

Since 25 June, 1944, th is method of conespondence was adapted 
also in the transmission of postal money orders between Egypt and 
Great Britain . 

The unified postage rate of airgraph was reduced to 15 milliemes, 
as from 20 December, 1944. 

This svstern of airgraph continu.:.d to work t ill it was suppressed 
::it last on lst July, 1945, betwe n Egypt and both Canada and New
foundland; and at the end of that month it discontinued entirely be
tween Egypt and all other countries and districts. 

M. E id . 
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LE OAOHEr QUE L'ON UTILISATI A SCE;LLER LA ClRE 

DES SlACS POSTAUX A SER,VI AUSSI A OBLIT'ERER 

LES TIMBRES-POS'TE EGYFTIENS 

JJar G. GOVGAS, S.P.E. 2652 

275 

.J 'ai eu !'occasion de donner aux lecteurs de "L 'Orient Philateli
.7i1.e", dans le numero de Mai 1961, sous le titre: "LE CACHET D'O
BLITERATION EN "CREUX" DIT BLANC SUR NOIR", un article 
concernant le groupe d'obliterations classe sous le type "A". Il existe 
un autre contemporain, egalement type blanc sur noir, mais qui se 
distingu 2 du premier, par !'inscription qui est ent ierement en italien 
(voir la reproduction ci-dessous). Notre revue a deja publie dans les 
numeros d'Octobre 1953, pages 242 et 243 , et d ' Avril, page 235, deux 
illustrations similaires. J 'a i adopte cette illustration inedite parce 
qu 'elle m'a semble plus proche de la realite. 

Fig. 1. 

Dans la presenle etude, grace a des decouvertes faites recem
men t par moi , je vais essayer de resoudre un probleme inedit et ceci, 
pour arriver a la conclusion que certains Bureaux annulaient les tim
bres-paste de la correspondance qui leur etait confiee, avec le cachet 
que l 'on utilisait pour cacheter la c ire des sacs postaux. 

Avant l'u tilisation du systeme a plomb pour sceller, les sacs pos
ta ux etaient scelles a la cire que l 'on cachetait avec un cachet "parti
culier" et chaque Bureau avait le sien propre. On le substituait par 
un nouveau, chaque fois le texte devait changer, tel que : POSTE 
VICE REALI..., REGIE POSTE ... , POSTE KHEDEUIE. .. , etc... J 'ai 
dit PARTICULIER, parce qu e ces cachets etaient fac;onnes un peu 
autrement que ceux du type "A". Vous trouverez plus loin une des
crip tion detaillee. 
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C'est en pwsant aux archives du Musee Postal d u Caire qL1e j'ai 
pu mettre Ja main su1· des documents tres interessan ts et, en t re autre, 
le fame ux cachet qui a servi a cacheter la cire des sacs postaux. E n le 
rnanipulant attentiveme:rH, certain es particularites dignes d'in~eret de
vaient attirer mon attention : les caracteres creux de ce cachet etaie11 t 
demcsurement larges et profonds, ils etaie11t graves en 
:oernbl ablernen t pour se degager facilement de la cire. 
duct ion ci-dessous(l). 

. ~,~~ ~'\ 
'· · ~··. · · .. . ... .. . .. -... ' .. · ·,,~ 

Fig. 2. 

chanfrein, vra i
Voir la repro-

En examinant de pres l'empreinte, on i:emarque aisernent que ce 
cachet ressemble beaucoup aux cachets genre blanc sur noir de Suakin 
et Massawa, signales par Mr. Ibrahim Chaftar clans son etude "SUA
KIN E T MASSA WA" (voir l 'O.P. d'Octobre 1853, pages 240 et 241). 
Ces deux cachets portent le texte c:: n tierement en ita lien qui se lit : 
REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE. .. , avec un croissant et une etoile a u cen
tre ; 1e croissant du cachet de Suakin est tourne vers la droite et celui 
de Massawa vers la ga uche. Selon Mr. I. Chaftar, ce dernie r a ete inclu 
par Mr. S. BJomfield sous le numero "G.5.3". Ces obliterations ont cte 
v ues, pour Suakin sm· les timbres de 1 et 2 piastres 1867 (Fig. 3), et 

Fig. :J. 

(1) Pour le beso in de la presen te et ude, le cc;-~het de '·ATFE" a ete 
reproduit a grande echell e . 
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pom 1assawa, sur les timbres de 2 1/2 piastres 1872 (Fig. 4), ainsi 
que Sur l 'Inperpostal (Fig. 5) . Quant a i 'empreinte que je presen te, 
il a un diametre de 18 mms, le croissant est tou rne vers le ha1_1t sans 
etre encadre dans un cercle comme celui de Mr. I. Chaftar et enf in Je 
texte est different : VICE REAL I POSTE, appartenant au Bureau de 
ATFE. 

Fig. 4. Fig. 5 . 

En depit des differences qui existent entre eiles, ces t rois e::m
preintes (Suakin, Massawa et Atfe) appartio~nnent au meme groupe, 
c'est-a-dire au groupe des cachets qui etaient destines a cacheter la 
cire des sacs postaux. Reste a savo ir pourquoi ces cachets se rencon
trent quelquefois sur les timbres. Il est diffi cile de donner une reponse 
pertinente a cette question. Pour revcnir a notre cachet, il est pro
bable que l 'employe en charge, l'a util ise provisoirement pour annuler 
lts timbres du courrier en partance, en attendant de reparer ou rem
placer le cachet obli te rateur acc idente. 

Un dern1er point a eluci der: il s'agit de l'oblite rat ion de Massawa 
sur le timbre de 2 1/2 piastres de la :3eme..E§rnission, celle que je viens 
de mentionner plus haut (Fig. 4). Comment explique-t-on l'oblitera
tion portant le texte "REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE" sur un t imbre du 
t irage de 1872(2) , soil" trois annees apres la suppression du mot 
"REG IE" des cachets. Les lecteurs se souviennent, s:ins doute, lors 
de sa decouverte, que cette obliteration avait cause une certaine effer
vescence dans les mili eux ph ilateliques ; toutefo is, l'interpretation 

(2) Le t imbre de 2 1/2 piastres que l 'on croyait celui du tirage 1874 -
Boulac (voir l'O.P. d 'Avril 1953, page 0 l) s'est avere par la suite, 
que c'etait celui du tirage 1872 - Penasson (voir l'O.P. d' Octobre 
1953, page 242). 
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donnee a ce sujet n'a pas ete admise saris r eticence par nos speciali stes 
et si des deductions qui ont ete faites, n ous paraissent maintenant s uj et
t<:.s a caution, c'est qu 'en ce temps-la , on n'avait pas le materiel que 
nc us possedons actuellement, et qu 'on avait pris cettc empreinte pour 
un cachet obliterateur, alors que, cornme je v iens de le demontrer, ce 
n'etait que celle du cachet qui devait sceller la c ire des sacs postaux. 
Si, eventu ell ernent, on a pu supprimer fac ilement par raclage le rnot 
.. REGIE" des cachets ordinaires, la chose n 'etait pas si aisee sur les 
c:achets ot1 les caracteres etaient graves en creux. Pourquoi ne l'a-t -on 
pas substitue par un nouveau ou sirnplernent utilise l'ancien , lors de 
Ja protestation de la Sublime Porte? Probablement on n'avait pas 
juge d 'une telle urgence, etant donn e qu 'elle n e deva it pas figurer sur 
Jes plis des ehvoi . On ne s1it pas non plus, combien de temps a dure 

. cet etat de choses, l'avenir nous le dira par la decouverte d'un entier ou 
d'un timbre d' une emission d' une elate posterieure. 

G. GOUGAS 

CACHETS PAS ASSEZ CONNUS 

Notre coll eguc tt ci rni J ean Boulad d'I-fomi eres nous communi que 
de Lausanne une addit ion a Ja rubrique des cachets pas assez connus. 

L'acldition dont ci-joint une photo, es~ le cachet d 'un bureau pos
ta l a ajouter en tete de la lis!e de ceux de Moyenne-Egypte, I - (S.B. II ) 
page 2315, illustres sub . fig. 3. 

Il s'agit du bureau de "GH ISA" rencontre sur un exemplaire de 
J pi:: stre de 1867 ; la date est helas incomplete, on y lit seulement 
":i ...... 68 - 1. T. " . 

C'est Mr. Seymour Blornfield qu i en a eu communication par lll1 

coll ectionneur de son pays nomme Mr. Peter Feltus. 

Il ne reste plus maintenant q u'a decouvrir Jes cachets de Wast.a 
et Minia pour avoir alors l'ensemble des bure@ ux de Moyenne-Egypte 
qui avaient ete pourvus du cachet a ::late avcc la mention "REGIE 
FOSTE EGIZIANE"· 
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RECENT DISCOVER,Y OF 81\.EfCHES 

PR,EPARED FOR, A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

IN 1894:. 

by Rag. Alberto Gino PIPERNO (Member No . 69G) 

279 

In the 1960 edition of the Zeheri Catalogue (page 57), at the end 
cf th e description of DE LA RUE 1888-190(:) issue, we can read what 
follows: 

"The 3 MILLIEMES maroon lias been withdrawn the lst Aug
"ust 1893, and re-issued at the opportunity of the 1894 Alexandria 
"E xhibition (Cairo Station Street). The Postal Administration 
"has set up a post office in the enclosure of the E xhibition, sup
"plied with a particular postmark "EXPOSITION ALEXANDRIE 
"1894" which office could not sell , use and cancel any stamp ex
"cept the 3 mill s. maroon for the whole period of the Exhibition. " 

Has any collector ever enquired as to the reason for which the 
Postal Adl?Jinistration had judged necessary to re-issue a stamp which 
was no more in use, and to let it be cancelled with a special commemo
rative postmark ? 

Although I had never given a great importance to this matter, 
chance helped me and according to the following documentation I am 
able to give a satisfactory reply to this query. 

In 1894, at the occasion of the Alexandria Exhibition, the Postal 
Administration was prepared to issue a commemorative stamp. 

In this respect, instructions were passed to whom it might con
cern to prepare a sketch for the central part of the stamp in respect 
i:o an Egyptian subject, and, as it will be easily seen from photo A, 
two rough sketches were prepared : the former showing Queen Cleo
patra with her beautiful stresses and four floral ornaments in the four 
corn ers, the latter with the Sphinx at the first plan. Also an endeav
our of vertical perforation can be noticed . 

. . ,~· ... 

L. : •• _:___:_...:__ 
Photo "A" 
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Later on , and always in respect to the motive for the central part 
of this stamp, other Egyptian designs were submitted strictly in con
nection with either the town of Alexandri a - w hi ch could lodge the 
Exhibition or the Exhibi tion itself. 

Photo "B" 

As it will be se:en in the second photo, B. six new sketches design
ed in China ink were ready, i. e. : 

the J st. with the h e:;id of Cleopat.r2, 

th e 2nd. with the Arms of Alexandria., 
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the 3rd. with the Pyramids, the Sphinx and the :Pompean Column, 

the 4th. with the Sphinx in first plan and Pyramids in background 
with the inscription "Esposizione Industriale Egiziana" in 
both Arabic and Latin characters, 

the 5th wi th the Sphinx lying down and the inscription "Nazio
nale Esposizione Egiziana" with the date 1894, 

the 6th with the reprodu ct ion of an architectural artistic design 
of tha t period. 

In any case, it is Cleopatra who took the upper hand, because as 
it will be seen in the third photo C, a definite sketch was prepared 
in China ink, but here the head of Cleopatra is not similar to the one 
of the photos A and B in profile with her stresses, but almost three
fourth and adorned with her beautiful jewels. 

Photo " C" 

The white space should have logically been filled with the value 
of the stamp and with the inscription "Poste Egiziane" and "Esposi
zione Industriale Egiziana" (in Italian or in French), and probably 
with the same words in Arabic. 

·what was the reason for which this stamp was not printed'? 

I confess that I am unable to give a ~atisfactory reply ; to do so 
it should be necessary to give a look at the old Egyptian postal 
archives. Nevertheless I suppose it would not be far from the truth 
if I sa id that the decision to issue thii? commemorative stamp was 
taken in a time period quite near to the date of the opening of the 
Exhibition, and that people had not had possibilities to have it ready 
well in time for that day. 

' 
Nevertheless I suppose that the Egypti'~n Postal Administration 

has insisted that philatelically speaking this Industrial Exhibition 
should also have a philatelic character ; therefore if the commemorative 
adhesive stamp could not be issued it was necessary to replace same 
by another solution, and quickly. 
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Having yet in stock a certa in quantity of the 3 m ills . maroon 
wl1ich was no longn. in use because it had been w ithdrawn on the 
previons year, the Postal Administrati on decided to re-issue th is stamp 
to be exclusively sold in the enclosure of the Exhibition, and to let it 
be cancelled with a special pos1rnark which is reproduced here below: 

In my opinion, this paiticular cancella tion for the commemoration 
of the 1884 Exhibition, if it is not the first one in the world, is not far 
from this title, and this honours the Egyptian Philately. 

Before ending these short notes, it is a pleasure to s la te that after 
more than half a century it is possible now tc ascertain, after a look 
on the above sketches, the r earnn for which the 3 mills. maroon was 
in use at the Exhibit ion . 

If th is discovery has ca used me a certain sa lisfaction, I am parti
cularly happy , because considering my modest philatelic pos,.:; ibilities, 
I th ink 1 have rendered a small service to the Egypti:tn Philately . 

R. PERULLO 
NEGOOIANT EN TllY...BRES-POSTE 

R.C.C. 4349 S.P.E. No. 156 

Grand Choix de Timbres-Poste d'Egypte, du Soudan 

et du Moyen-Orient en pral 

13, Rue Adly Pacha, ·Le Caire 



M. HAGOPIAN 
«PHILATELISTS STORES >i 

R .C. 411 Le Caire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

Membre P.T.S. 592 S.P.E. 334 

VENTE - ACHAT - ECHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PAYS 

16, Rue Abdel Khalek Samit - Le Ca.ire 

1er etage, bureau No. 9 

(au dessous de Ja "Societe Philatelique d'Egypte"). 

c.,:_, \"" ~ JI . .) t:::.:-" \;,:._, ~ - ,., 
~J~gLt.~,. 

--!Y'CJ;i.J · ~~~w~- (LJ'.,,~' 
Olli\ c!~ At\111_...-b.C::'-'""' 

ZINCOGRAPHIE SPHINX 

2 0 . R U E D 0 U B R E 

ATELIER MODERNE· TRAVAIL SOIGNE 
PROMPTITUDE DANS LES LIVRAISONS 

R.C . C . 88111 TEL . 514 42. 
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PERFORA'U()N ViAiRIETY AND WRONG POSTAL MAR.KING 

W e ar e than kfu l :for Mr. Ernest K ehr for 

t ransn1:itt ing the :follow ing tw o i tems. 

The E ditor. 
Perforation Variety D iscovered. 

Ernest Rosenbaum, a new m ember of the Society, recently obtained 
an inter est ing item , th e n a ture of which is not quite clear. It consists 
of a st rip of five 3 mm., blue "F ellah " stamps of 1954-'55, the vertical 
perforations of which are so badly cut t ha t at one point they penetrate 
tl1e face of the fa rmer . Under normal circumstances, one would dis
miss it with a simple explanation that it was inaccurately perfora ted. 
But this cannot be the correct answer. Iorrnally, the vertical per
forations of this stamp a re 21 millimeters apart. Ir: this va riety, t hey 
are but 19 mm . apart. 

While looking through a mixed lot of covers purchased at an 
a uction sale, New York member E rnest Rosenbaum came across a fi rst 
day cover of t he 5 milliem e Royal W edding stamp of 1938, which has 
a clea r strike of a Cairo 2 postmark which read, "20 J a. 37" . 

As any philateli st knows, i t is n ot ra re that wron g postal m ark ings 
h ave been applied to mail - especially the year da te during the first 
few days of J anuary. H ere, then is a case of d clerk forgetting to 
change th e "37" s lug of the postm ark to the proper "38'', to cr eate a 
freak. Bu t th ough it is a frea k , it is no difforent from other post
marking errors whi ch a re li s ted in the Zeheri catalogue. An d, since 
at least one cover exists the re is a strong possibility that m ore such 
"errors" were m ade before it was noted and co rrected. Members ·will 
do well to examine their Wedding covers an d check the yea r date of 
the pos tmark. 
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Note of the Eclitor. 
Comte Selim N. De Chedid , member No. 2131 , presented also the 

following photo which comprises a typical strip of 5 of this same 
variety (which he acquires) and beneath it another strip of 5 of the 
stamp with normal perforation , for compari son . It is believed, there
fore , that one complete sl1eet of this stamp must have been thus de
fectively perforated owing to a sudd en fault in the perforation machine. 
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A NEW IDOUBJ_,E, OVERPRINT V ARIEITY 

Mr. Souster, of the Canadian Imperi al Bank of Commerce', Toron 
lo, Can ::i da (rnembr;r No. 4442), was kind to sen d us the photo of a n ew 
dcuble overprint vari ety, recently disccverc:d . lt is the double over
print of PALESTINE on a 35 mm . ordinary postage stamp of the 1958 
U.A.R. iss ue. 

Thi s stamp, with oth er stamps of variou s dcn orniintions, were 
posLlly used on cover dispatched from Gaza. 

The repeated PALESTINJi: in E ngl ish c:;in be seen clearly on the 
illustration prod uced herewith, wh ile only some traces of the one in 
Arabic c:;in be noticed. 

This is the Lrs t time this variety is recorded, o.nd it will be appre
C'ia tcd if any reader can give more light on it . 



i_, 

I 

I 
f 

"i~Fffl} 
tf 

« l \ >.A·l f 
-.::.~~ 11 

PA.LESTlN'E lt / . 
I ¥~ :s~"'-~ -, -!!.,$ / f 

. ~•Y_ l,v ,. 
~ Ii ;·-, · ~ -~ I~ :-),_ ,-

- 1~ v ' 35M . ~.J. j 0 
, • .- 'i 

I 
i 
r· 

' ... c, ~ -. ; ' t~ ""~ ~ / 
' ' 1. 

• 
., 

; 

I ~ ~ it,, 
I -~VIA~ '.· 
1. A. -~~ M' ... k linir 

~ "" , ,,.-4, 

L F#;.. li . J:i~v;> . . . . J-~ J.LA-..f .... · 
-· ---~----··-----------·- ·_;_ ___ ....... ·····--.... '-······-···---·--· 

' \ 

·----·-··.-_ ... . :' 
. 1" 

_,) 

: .- R'!A.::-l' '~) '"-2'." > 

~ ,.,,,.··. l • .4·"i ....... '"" ... :. 

"

> 

. r 
. ' \' 

./ ) ' ' ~ ) ~# \ 

' • y f \ ,; .. . ~ . ~ ~-- ~ 

' ... "' :--) } ··'·,· ..... · .. J 
~ '•\ '\, ..... , ,/ 

B RAD H ORST ST AMP 
P. O. BOX 17 

CO .• iNC.. 

HAWTHORNE-. N. Y .. U. S.A. 

Duuble PA LESTINE on t he 2nri stamp of t he top 1·ow . 

· l 

l 
I 

I 

J 

0 
() 
c-+ 
0 
O" ... 
<t> 

...... 
'° m 

L' 
c5 
~ 
H 
trl z 
....,:i 

1-tJ 
::r: 
H 
t-< 
:;i:. 
>--'! 
trl 
t" 
H 
R:) 
~ 
ti:l 

. "" 
:?-.~ ~ 



288 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Octobre 1961 

NOTE A PROPOS DU "R.EGIE POSTE EGIZIANE" 

par G. OOUGAS, S.E.P . 2652 

Notre est ime Collegue Mr. Jean Boulad d'Humieres a publie un 
article dans le "Schweizer Briefmarkentung", revu e philatelique suis
se, article qui a ete reproduit dans cette revue dans le numero d 'Avril 
dernier, sous le t itre: "EGYPTE, CACHETS ASSEZ CONNUS, L'EX
PRESSION "REGIE FOSTE EGIZIANE" E T SON HISTOIRE", dans 
lequ el il a mis en relief une phase de l'histoire de l'Egypte du siecle 
passe, pius precisement, l'episode de la tentative de l'independance 
complete du Khedive Ismail v is-a-vis de son suzerain le Sultan de 
Turquie ; la reali sat ion de ce reve se trouve dans la creation des ca
chets d 'obli terations portant mention "REGIE", cachets qui, par la 
suite, devaient la,isser des traces dans le domaine posta l egyptien. 

Darn; cette remarquable etude d 'ensemble, l'auteur a mis a notre 
disposition une classification de presque toutes les marques postales 
portant le mot i11crimine, ainsi qu'un tableau synoptique sur lequel 
sont portees les premieres et les dernieres dates de l'usage des diffe
rents types de cachets d'obliterations a date mobile. 

I1 a consacre la premiere partie de son ouvrage a l'histoire de 
l'epoqu e, tandis que la SEconde partie, est composee de: 

A) - Interposta les portant men tion "R. FOSTE EGIZIANE". 
- Cachets de service (sa ns date). 
- Cachets d'obliterations (a date mobile ). 

B) - Cachets a date mobile avec le mot "REGIE" retire. 

J e sui s heureux de pouvoir apporter une faib le contribution par 
Ja decouverte d'un nouveau type de cachet encore inconnu, portant 
mention "REGIE" et qui pourrait se classer parmi Jes cachets de ser
vice sans date. 

J e l' ~ i decouvert au Musee Postal du Caire et j'en ai minut ieuse
ment pris l 'empreinte cornme on peut s'en re!.1dre compte par la repro-
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ducLion ci-contre. Il s'agit d u cachet du Cabinet dq Directeur Gene
ral. Comportant une double ligne exter ieure de :2G mms de diametre, 
le texte italien: ADMINISTRAZIONE DELLA REGIE POSTE EGJ
ZIANE epouse la forme circulaire du cachet, au centre duquel en 
quatre lignes superposees, on lit: GABINETTO I DEL I DIRETTORE 
/ GENERALE et dans le bas, un minuscule cro~s:;;ant tourne vers le 
haut avec une petite etoile au milieu. 

Je dois mes remerciements aLL conservateur du Musee Postal du 
Caire d'avoir gracieusement mis a ma disposition l'empreinte de ce 
cach et que j'ai pu reproduire clan cette revue. 

G. GOUGAS 

V ARIEiTE DU TIMBRE DE 1 MILLIEME 

PORTANT EN ARABE ET EN FRANQiAIS 

DOUBLE SURCHARGE "PALES'IINE" 

Notre collegue et membre, l 'architecte G. Gougas, nous communi
que une interessante variete clans le timbre de 1 millieme rose-carmin 
(Z1sheri - Palestine No. 61) portant en arabe et en franc;ais double sur
charge "PALESTINE" bien espace, la di s tance entre les doubles sur
charges franc;a is ou arabe est d 'un peLL rnoins de 8 mms. 

A sa connaissance, la feuille entiere portant cette variete se trouve 
encore en Egypte, il aimerait connaitre si d'autres collectionneurs 
d 'outre-mer possedent la meme variete pour savoir s'il en existe plus 
d'une feuille. 



The World Stamp Exhibition "Fraga 1962" will be held on the 
occasion of the 75th anniversary of organized philately on the terri
tory of Czechoslovakia. 

The World Stamp Exhibition "Fraga 1962" is be ing organized with 
the consent of the Government of the ~zechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and under the patronage of the International Federation of Phil;.'.tely 
\F.I.P.). 

The F'xhibition will be held from August 18th to September 2nrl 
1962 in Prague, the capital of Czechoslovakia, in the Exhibition Halls 
of the "Julius Fucik Park of Culture and Recreation". 

Exhibition space available in these Exhibition Hans· is over 10,000 
sq. meters. 

"Fraga 1962" is being organized by the Federation of Czechoslovak 
Philatelists in Prague and the Ministry of Transport and Communica
tions. It will be held in Prague, the capital of Czechoslovakia. 

The motto of the Exhibition is "Friendship among Nations and 
the Consolidation of Peace in the Vvorld". 

The Federation of Czechoslovak Philatelists has invi ted all the 
philatelic federations and clubs of the world to take part in the Exhi
bition . 

The Ministry of Transport and Communications has issued invita
tions to all the Postal Administrations of the world that are members 
of the Universal Postal Union. 

The emblem of the Exhibition was designed by Prof. Cyril Bouda. 
The globe on the emblem symbolises that the Exhibition is world-wide 
and the superimposed symbol of FIP on it means that it is held under 
the patronage of the International Federation of Philately. 

To launch and publicize the World Stamp Exhibition Fraga 1962 
a set of stamps will be issu ed this year. They will depict various 
cities and views with characteristics of the various regions of Czecho
slovakia. 
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THE MYSTEiRJOUS VARIETY OF THE 1913 

OFFICIAL STAMP OF EGYPT 

291 

A provisional official stamp of 5 mills. value was released in 
November, 1913. It was the rose-carmine 5 mills. of 1902 postage 
stamp, overprinted typographly in black O.H.H.S . (Op His Highness 's 
Service), at the Government Printing Of~ice , Cairo. 

There was an official set in use at that time, comprising the 1, 2, 
3, 5 mills., 1 and 5 piastres of the 1902 postage stamps, overprinted 
O.H.H.S. and the Arabic equivalent, by Messrs. de la Rue & Co. of 
London. 

The stock of the 5 mills. value of this set must had been exhaust
ed, and the urgent need for this stamp made it necessary that the 
overprinting should be made locally in Cairo at the Government Print
ing Office. Consequent to the 'haste with which the work was per
formed, many defects showed on the overprinting, the more imp0r
tant of which are mentioned in Zeheri catalogue. 

These circumstances were probably the cause for the omission 
of the Arabic equivalent of the overprint also; but they were by no 
means the reason to have this overprint performed in a distinct dif
ferent shape which was discovered, a year or two la ter, as being 
printed between inverted commas on a used stamp. 

' .. 

As time passed on, more stamps with this variety of the overprint 
were found, including a used strip of three, but tl1 e whole quamity 
recorded cannot be more than a dozen or a few more. It is so scarce 
that none of it was included in the Sale of the Palace Collections of 
Egypt, held at Koubbeh Palace, Cairo, on February 12-18, 1954. 

Strange enough to have this variety in such limited quantity and 
in used condition only, when a complete $heet at last, of 240 stamps 
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must have been printed in this way. Much m ore strange to have this 
va riety INVERTED, record~d on one example only, which was in
cluded in the Sale of Byam's Egypt, · and described in the sale's Cata
logu e, under lot no .. . 788, a.3. : ''.5 m . rose-carmine w ith "O.H.H.S ." be · 
tween inverted cofnmas, overprint irn;ertecl, . with 1892 (no value) 
chestnut , on large official cover elated 16th nov. , 1914, cancelled at 
Al.exanclr ia. The only recorded example, with Royal Ph!latPlic So
ciety 's cer tificate (valuat ion £ 100 )". 

Zeheri Catalogue is the only one that rnentions thi s va riety in
ver ted . Gibbons ' Catalogue quotes it in normal state only, while there 
is no men tion of it in both Scott and Yvert r:a talogu es. 

Some people think that it was a irial overprint which was p ut in 
ci rculation after rejection, but I am of opinion that it was an error by 
the printing office clue to misunderstanding the order given by the 
Postal Authority. Most probable t he order was given to print the 
letters "O.H.H.S ." which were enclosed in inverted commas to speci fy 
U1em, as people always do when th.ey write a certain quotation or ex
pression ; bu t the prin ting affice believed that the overprint should be 
m the exact shape. On submitting the first sheet printed in this way 
to the Postal Authorities, they gave orcier to delete the inverted c:um
mas, bu t in the same time sen t the sheet (or sheets) to the Department 
that was in very urgent need for this stamp . 

If th is opinion is accepted, then will arise some important q ues
tions. ·was a whole sheet also printed with the inverted overprint ? 
vVas it t reated in the same vvay by the Postal Authorities, and if so, 
why one used example only of the inver ted overprint exists ? Any 
help w ill be much appreciated. 

M. EID 
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V A.R.IETE DU 20 PARAS BLEU PEN ASSON 
EMISSION HE 1872 

par G. GOUGAS, S.P.E. 2652 

293 

J e suis heureux de pouvoir reproduire ci.-contre, une paire du 
2C paras de 1872 (Penasson) portan t une belle variete deja connue, que 
notre collegue le Dr. W. Byam a baptise "LA F'OUDRE" (The Thun
derbolt l. Elle est classifiee dans le catalogue Zeheri sous sub No. 16.h 
pour la dentelure 12 1/2 x 13 1/4 et sous sub No. 16.i pour la dente
lure 13 1/4. 

Cette variete est caracterisee par une grosse tache blanche allon
gee sur le bas de la pyra:nide et une autre Cache qui affecte le chiffn:: 
''2" de la valeur 20 a droite clans le petit cadre du haut de la vignette , 
elle est constante aussi b ien sur l'imprernion typographique que litho
graphique, probablemen t unique. 

L' interet particuli er de cette piece reside clans le fait qu'elle est en 
])a1 re. 

(collection G. GmLgas) 
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Comme sa position sur la planche n'a pas encore ete determinee, 
je Ja reproduis a l'intention des lecteurs de cette revue dans l 'espoir 
que l'un d 'eux pourrait reussir a situer la position du t imbre superieur 
(normal) d'apres les caracteristiqu es relevees dans l'agrandissement 
photographique (Fig. 1) et nous pourrions a insi connaltre leurs nume
ros su r la planche. 11 est a noter qu e cette paire a une dentelure 12 1/2 
x 13 1/4. 

La fleche "A" montre que Jes lignes horizontales du cadre, a droite 
de la cartouche superieure, au-dessus de la lettre arabe "':' (Pe) du 
mot ~ :-., (POST A) sont lege rement deformees et la fleche "B" montre ...... 
que les branches de l'etoile sont ir regulieres par rapport aux trois 
etoi les qui ornent les quat·re coins de la vignette . 

.Je sera i tres heureux de recueillir a ce sujet tous renseignements, 
et si, pour des besoins d 'etudes, des reproductions photographiques a 
grande OU petite echelle serai en t necessaires, je Jes fournirai bien VO

lonti ers. 

--= •=---

LErI'TERS TO THE EDITOR 

In my note on page 220 of L.O.P. No. 104 or Apr il , 1961, I re
quested if any reader could help in affirming that tht: essay of the 
3 mills. su rchargi; on the 2 pias . Egypt postage due stamp was really 
catalogued by Gibbons' Monthly Circular of March, 1923. 

Mr. Ernest H . Warren , the Hon. Librarian of the Royal Philateli c 
Society, London , was very kind to send me the following letter : 

Dear M. Mehanny E id , 

Referring to your note at the foot of page 220 of L .O.P . April 1961, 
I have copied t.he followin g from Gibbons' Monthly Circular of March , 
1923, page 227, under the heading of Supplement to Gibbons' Catalogue. 

EGYPT. 

Delete No. 220 and substitute:-

J 005. As last, but su rcharge in new type 

220/3 mm. on 2 pias., orange C 
a) surcharge inverted 
b) surcharge double. 
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In No. 219 the Arabic figure at right is less than 2 mm. from the 
next Arabic character which consists of a stra ight stroke only. In 
No. 220 the distance is 3 mm. and the straight Arabic character has a 
comma like character above it, and there are numerous other minor 
differences. 

Mr. A.S. Mackenzie Low. 
I hope this will be useful. 

Dear Sir, 

With best wishes, 
yours sincerely, 

F~RNEST H. WAR REN, 
Hon. Librarian . 

Re: Saving S'lldan N11.bian Antiqidties Set (1.9GJ) 

I take pleasure in informihg you that the Research Committee of 
the United Philatelists have recorded 2 plate numbers of the above
rnentioned set of stamps. One is lA, the other l B. The lA plate num
ber is the scarcer, and this has passed unnoticed up to now. 

Despite my enquiries at the Central Post Office's Philatelic Sec
t ion of Khartoum, I was unabl e to ascertain the date at which this set 
will be demonetized (defaced) but, I am of the opinion that it will not 
be very long before the stamps wi ll be withdrawn from circulation, at 
least. 

Also, the Souvenir Sheet issued along with the afore-mentioned 
set of stamps, has been recorde;d in used state. All cancellations being 
of the morning of the lst March 1961 , the first day of issue . This sheet 
·i;as not to be postally used and therefore unpostmarked under all cir
cumstances. It is beli eved that only about 20 of these sheets have 
been cancelled, and this by oversight of the postal clerk. 

Undoubtedly many collectors of Sud;m stamps are interested in 
plate hlocks of Sudan Commemoratives and in Souveni'r/Miniature 
Sheets (though this "is the first in Sudanese Philately). That is why 
I call on you, and kindly request you to publish these varieties of Suda
nese Philately in the "L'Orient Philatelique" for the benefit of all col
leagues and friends interested. 

Assuring you of my best endeavours at all times, 

I remain, Dear Sir, very truly yours, 

NICOLAS J. PLACOTARIS, 

Khartoum. 
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USEFUL EXTRACTS FROM THE BY AM SALE AT ROBSON LOWE 

The splendid auction catalogue of Dr. William Byam·s Egypt 
collection, which will take place at Robson Lowe's rooms, London, on 
the 24th and 25th October, 1961 , has reached u s. 

F irst, let u s praise the firm for the beau tiful presentation given 
for t he lots: This is a catalogue to be kept with care as a reference 
work. 

vVe consider that some extracts of th e catalogu e's contents can 
come in aid to most of our readers who are keen about Egypt stamps 
and may learn something l1seful from unpublished notes. 

Among many honourary t itles, Dr. Byam enjoys the privilege since 
years, of being honourary member of our Society, who devoted to him 
a special number of our Magazine on July, 1960 (No. 102 of July, 1960) 
called the "Byam's Number" and conta ined his remarkable study of 
the third issue of Egypt. Now his collection is to be dispersed , but it 
will be of an immen se h elp to those who car e about Egypt stamps. 

Here are some extracts which we thi:lk will be of a great help . 

THE 1886 ISSUE 

The distinguishing marks, hitherto u np ublished, of t h e ten matrix 
types of the 2 and 5 piastre vaJ ues are as follows : 

2 PIASTRES 

1 Small break in central loop of chain on left. 

'2 '' Small break in left upper white central circle just to right of 
uppermost point. 

3 Small break in outer side of lower left vvl1i te triangle level with 
foot of "2". 

4 Small coloured projection outside lower frame line opposite left 
, angle of triangle in righ t lower corner. Break as on Type 6. 

5 'small coloured dot' butside upper border to lef t of right upper 
angle of hexagonal ch ain frame. 

G Marked break· in l ~ft buter coloured frame line level with lower 
portion of ."•P". 

7 S1nall orea-k in · up.per white fram e line to ri ght of stop c:i. fter "E " 

.•... :.:"., ; ip.)eft upper corner, 
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8 . Small break in upper white frame line at inner angle of triangle 
in right upper corner. 

U Small break in lower outer coloured · fram e line with iragmenL 
turned outwards to the left. 

10 Fifth pearl from the top in the lower of the two left upper diago
nal columns is broken and appears white to left. 

5 PIASTRES 

1 Loop of band touches N.E. circle. Flag of "5" in N.E. corner 
indented above. Lower white frame line broken 1 mm. to 
left of S.E. circle. 

2 Coloured flaw in circle round "P.E." in S.E. corner. Break in 
right outer frame line three-quarters of the way down. 

3 r.w . ray of central rosette fails to reach th e centre. Break in 
outer border of _S.E. loop of band at extreme right. 

4 Minute colomed flaw on looped band just above S.W. loop. 

5 Broken "5" in S.'-lv. corner. 

G ·white flaw in background between lower frame line and curved 
white line above it , to left of mid-l ine. 

7 Design inve7'1ed: Space between loop and N.E. circle. Break in 
outer frame line just below junction with circle in N.E. corner. 

8 White break in ou ter coloured margin of circle in S.E. corner. 

9 Circular coloured flaw in white circle at N .W. corner below "P.E. ". 

10 Design inverted: Coloured flaw proj ecting upwards into upper 
transverse portion of looped band to left of mid-line. 

THE 1867 ISSUE 

This design was lithographed by Penasson in Alexandria in sheets 
of 200 - 10 x 20 . 

Of this irnue only the 10 para and 20 para are listed reprinted in 
changed colours in 1869 but it is probable that all values were reprint
ed from time to time as the colour shade of each varies considerably. 
Only one printing stone of the 5 para is recognised but two very dif
ferent shades of yellow were employed. The 1 piastre is known in a 
wide range of shades ; the 2 piastres and 5 piastres each exist in two 
distinct shades. The yellow -g reen 20 para stamps, though l isted as 
issued in 1869, are included in this collection cancelled in 1867. 
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Tl1 e 10 par a and 20 pa ra ::;tamps a re each recognisable as prlnted 
from two d ifferen t stones . At least seven stones w ere u sed for the 
1 piast re and stamps from them are differen tia ted by a s tudy of the 
Arabic lettering in t he iower label. The Die for t h ese stamps, drawn 
separately fou r t imes by hand , con ta ined an unwan ted letter on each 
of th e four Die vari eties . Attempts to stop out the offending letter 
were m ade before t ransfers w ere ta ken w ith which to lay down the 
respective stones, bu t not un til the final s tone was being prepared did 
th ese attempts p rove en tirely successful. 

The m ethod employed to delete a similar unwanted characte r 
from the lower label of t11e 10 v n a valu e is dem onstra ted in this col
lection by which is probably a uniqu e s pecimen , printed in black from 
th e Die, on which the extra letter can be seen in a lbino, it h aving 
been covered w ith some substance such as tissue paper to preven t it 
taking ink (Lot 354) . This sp ecim sn suggests tha t the di es for t his 
iss ue were engr aved in recess and were no t drawings on stone : only 
thus can th e raised albino impression have been produced . 

Material available fo r the study of th e 2 and 5 piastres stamps is 
n ot sufficien t to en able an opinion to be given as to whether more than 
on e stone was r equired fo r th e printing of each. 

The res idue of paper p r epa red for t hi s issu e was u sed for the fir s t 
print ing of Postage Due adhesives issued in 1884, which stamps bea r 
w atermarks in th e margins of t h e sh ee ts expressed in Italian, appro
priate to t he stamp of 1867, whereas th e prin ted wordin g for the 
Postage Due labels is in French. 

DE LA R UE SPHINX AN D PYRAMID ISSUE S 

F irst issued in 1879, th ese s tamps can best be appreciated by a 
study of th e Die Proofs . These show that several engr av ers produced 
th e Dies, t heir work being essenti a lly different when a study is made 
of th e eye of t h e sph inx and the lines of sh ading on its cheek . In this 
collection th ere are composite a rt ists' d rawings for th e 10 piasLres and 
t he 3 m illi em es. The former th rows li ght on th e u se of th e v ignette 
rl ie w ith lines running downwards on the sh oulder of th e sphinx ; in 
each case t he v ig nette is a print , the fra me a w ater colour drawing. 
Die Proofs of the 4 milliemes prove th at this du ty w as con templated 
sev eral years before its issu e. Th Di e Proof in colour is one of the 
very few De L a Ru e printed thus. 

All stamps of the firs t consignment in 1879 car ried the s tar and 
cr escen t wa terma rk inver ted . Mint multiples of th e 1 piast re with 
inverted waten nark are of extrem e rarity . Min t blocks of the 20 paras 
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wilh upright watermark are eq ually rare and Lhe block o[ four in this 
collection was secured after thirty years of searching. 

The 5 p iastres with inve rted watermark, in the blue-green shade, 
wiLh overprint of 20 paras inverted. is far n1ore difficult to find in 
mint blocks than th e same vari ety with upright walermark. 

Hl22 CROWN OVERPRINTS 

II 
II' 

TYPE I. Lithographed in Cairo. The wor~rnBnship is good, the 
appearance delicate, the out lines sharp. Th e first or right-hand char
acter in the upper line reaches the projecting angle of the next char
acter or exte!1ds slightly below it. Both figures "1" in the date are 
sligh tly curved, being concave to the left, and their vertical measure
ment exceeds noticeably that of the Arab ic figure five. Overprint 
applied to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, l 0 mill iemes and both 15 milliemes ; to postage 
dues 2 piastres of 1889 and 2, 3 and 10 (lake) milliemes of 1921-22. 
All issued lOth October 1922. 

TYPE II. Stereotyped in Cairo. Small crown - t ransverse 
meas urement 6 5 mm. Similar to the lithographed overprint but 
coarse1· and blurred, with irregular outl ines. In all instances the dots 
of each pair to uch one another. Overprint appl ied to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 
and 15 (S.G. 142) mill iemes. Issued December 1922 : booklets of the 
5 mi ll iemes on 14th April 1923. 

TYPE I II. Stereotyped in Cairo. / l,a rge crown - transverse 
measurement 6·75. The whole appearance is coarse as compared with 
th e lithographs but clearer than the small crown -s.verpd~1ts. The f irst 
or right-hand character in the upper l ine is shorf and barely r eaches 
the project ing angle of the next character. Both figures 1 in the date 
are straight. The pear ls around the crown are large so that the trans
verse measurement is 0·25 111111. greater than in the other overprints. 
Overprint applied to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 111illie111es and both 15 millie111es. 
Issu ed January 1923. 
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TYPE IV. E lectrotyped in London. The whole overprint is clear 
and sharp in outline, being noticeably uniform in its perfection. All 
the dots in the inscrip tion are round and of the same size, those bor
dering the crown are sim ilar. The dots ever the central character are 
joined , those to the left are separate. The first or right-hand character 
is long and extends below the projecting angle of th e n ext character. 
Both figures "l " in the date are almost straight and wedge shaped. 
Overprint applied to 1, 5, 10, 15 (S .G. 141) milliemes. Issued July 1923. 

POSTAGE DUES 

No special adh esives were used for the collection of tax before the 
iss ue of 1884. Until then prepayment cf unregistered mail was op
tiona l and the amount payable by the recipien t was indica ted on the 
front of the letters by large numerals, us u ::i lly hand-struck in bl ack but 
also seen in man uscript. The follow ing l:.and-struck n umerals , on 
cover or entire, are included in this collection : 30, ~15, 1 (two form s) , 
2 (two forms), 80 (two forms, r 2presenting two piast res and seen on 
correspondence from the coast or pos ~ offices abroad) , 3 (two forms) , 
3~ and 4. The me thod of assessment of tax can be deduced from these 
specimens. The amount of postage payable, had the letter been franked 
by the sender, was doubled ; the amount of the adhesives applied by 
the sender was deducted from thi s sum ; the amoun t remaining was 
the tax to be paid by the recip ient. An example of this calculation , 
con ta ined in this collection , is as follows : the normal payment on the 
letter wo uld have been 1 pias~re ; the sender applied 5 para of the 

) 

1872 issue, which closely resembled in colour early printings of the 
1 piastre of the same issue ; 2 piastres was the full double charge had 
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the lEtter been unstamped, from this sum the 5 para was deducted and 

the letter was s~ruck w ith two separate handstarnps '"1' ' and "35" , i.e. 

5 para less than 2 piastres . 

.I have great p!ea.sm·e in i!/11strating three letters which have been 

strnck by .the hanclstamps 2 ; 2 over 4 : 80. 

Letter stn.u;lc with hanclstamp "2". 
(A. Mazluum collection). 

(A. Mazlourn). 
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L etter strnck "2" over "4" . (A . Mazloum. collection). 

Ji 
@ 

..,/,,,J,;,,_ J,4~~4!~~· ·· · ~11 
<i-_, 

-~ 

Letter stri1.clc "80' '. (A . Mazloum collection). 

POST AL MARKINGS 

The Post<!! E uropea , a private postal service owned by two Ita
lians, Tito Chini and GiCicorno Muzzi, was purchased by t he Egypt ian 
Government in 1865, on the understa nd ing that Muzzi would remain 
in control. An official circular date-stamp was then introduced fo r 
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use on correspondence and on Post Office forms of receip t. This was 
the first Government Frank, in use from April 1865 un t il the end of 
the year. 

('r1" 

The Officia l No tice announcing the · issue of adhes ive postage 
stamps to be made on l st J anuary , 1866 , is dated at Ca iro on 18th De
cember, 1865, and is s igned by ·Muzzi B ey . In it is given the following 
list of offi ces to whi ch stamps were to be sent : 

Alexanclrie Mit-Gamr Chibin-el-Kom 

Kafre Dawar Mahalle Kebir Menouf 
Abou Homrnou s Samanoucl Benha 

Daman hour Talk a Minet-el-Gamh 
Atfe Mansoura 

Zagaz (Zagazig ) 
Chi bin 

Teh-el-Barou d Minet-el-Khali T ouk 
Kafre Z::i j3L 8amiette Galioub 
Tan ta Birket-el-Sa h Caire 
Zifta Meligh Suez 

Stamps of the fi rst iss ue were also sen t to the Consul ar Off ices at 
Co nsta ntinople, Smyrn a and Geclcl a. 

The circular dated cancelb tion appears to hCJve been used at all 
t hese off ice's , bu t in the ea rl y days the s t3 rn ps \ATEre cancelled by a 
separa te mark consist ing of dots. 

Rhombu s of 81 diam.and-shaped dot s. Invariably in bl ack. P rob
ably made use of at all offi ces . Originally used to cancel the stamps 
whil e the specific el ated office st3 mp appeared elsewhere on the cover. 
Later thi s mark was us :;d to ca ncel stamps on correspond ence coming 
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from places without an office; also all stamps applied when the reci
pients paid postage. 

Circular town cancellations. In black, blue and red. In colour 
only for both Alexandri a and Ca iro, where special obliterators were 
usEd for the coloured marks, having a large solid dot before and after 
the town name in place of the usual grou p of dots. The final nume
ral s; probably indicating the various collect ions for the day, are from 
two different founts: (a) bold upright figures, seen in all the coloured 

. cancellations and in some of the Cairo m3rks in black - never foll ow
ed ty the letter '·T' ; and (b) sloping figures followed by a period and 
a s'oping "T" with s2rifs and a final peri od, always in black. 

"C" "D" 

Co1oured marks occur c3ncelling stamps and on other parts of 
the cove r when the stamps are cancelled in black, whether witb a 
rhombr1s or circ ul ar mark. 

The name of the month in Ital ian is abbreviated as follows: 

GENNAIO- GEN 
(Forgery GENNl 

FEBBHA IO- FEB 
(Forgery FEBB ) 

MARZO- MARZ 
APRILE- A PR 

MAGGIO- MAG 
GIUGNO- GIUG 
LUGLIO- LUG, LUGL 
AGOSTO- AGO, AGOS 

SETTEMBRE:- SET, SETT 
OTTOBRE-OTT 
NOVEMBRE- NOV 
I>ICEMBR E- DEC 

(Forgery DTCEl 

Poste Vice-Reali Egi ziane con tin ued in use as a superscript ion 
during 1865, 1866, 1 67, 1868 and 1809 (July in Cairo). In the L evant 
it was used until 1870. It was fo llowed by Reg ie Foste Egiziane, but 
this does not exist genuinely appli ed on st3rnps of the f irst issue. 
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The final numerals, indicating the postal collections for the day, 
are absen t from the date-stamps of smaller towns and from those of 
the offi ces outside Egypt. 

Dzsuk is not mentioned in the Officia l Notice announcing the 
issue. It may be presumed that i t was an office opened after those 
mentioned, and so received a special obliterator. 

ANTOINE N. SFAKIANOS 
"THE EGYPTIAN STAMP MARKET" 

52, Rue Abdel Khalek Sa.roit, CAJRO 

P.O. Bo'X 837 - R.C.C. No 83772 

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTION 

WHOLESALE ONLY 

DEA1L1E·RS: 

KINDLY APPLY FOR MY 

WHOLESALE PRICE LIST 

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR NEW ISSUES 

--·--~----------···-------·-------- ----~--------------



NEW ISSUSES 
SOUTH REG.ION (EGYPT) 

A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUED TO HONOUR THE 31.'d ALL AFRICAN 
PEOPLES' CONFERENCE HELD IN CAIRO FROM 25-31 MARCH 1961 

LJate of issue: March 30, 1961. 
De5ign. Depicts the photo of Patrice 

Lumu :nba placed in the heart of 
Africa and surrounded by a broken 
chain symbolizing the defeat of co~ 
lonialism by the African National
ism . 

Denom. & colour : 10 mills (black). 
Dimension of stamp: 251x 42 mm. 
Perforation: 13 x 1 3 ~. 

Sl1eet-com11osition: 50 (10 >< 5). 
Watermark: Multiple U.A.R in Ara-

bic and English. 
Printing Process: Photogravure . 
Printer & Engraver : Survey of Egypt. 
D esigner & Executer: Mr. Abbas El 

Sheikh. 
Quani'ity issued: 2,000,000 stamps. 
Plate No .: A/ 61. 

In his inau'gural ad.dress to t h = 37-nation conference, opened on March 
25, 1961 , at the Ceremonial Hall of 'Ca iro University, President Nasser told the 
African delegates that imperialism is t he chief enemy of Africa. He also 
dwelt at length on the strugg'.e of the African p eoples to achieve independence 
and unity. The tattle now waged between the imperialists on th e one hand 
and the nationalists in the Congo on the oth er, t h e Pre::;ident told the repre
sentatives of 200 million Africans, is an other facet of the long and incessant 
struggle for the liberation of the African continen t. 

With preceden ts in Accra , Gl1ana, and Tunis, Tunisia, h eld in 1958 and 
1S60, respectively, t h e Third All African Peoples' conference takes place at a 
cru(;ial t ime when the African peoples fee l the urgen t need for the consolida
t icn of t h eir struggle for an all-out drive to stamp ou t all the remnants of 
colonialism in the African continent. The U.A.R. People, who have been 
pion eers in this field, have expressed their suppor t of a ll th e strugg1ing peo
ples of Afr ica. 

The Conference, in attacking a n d denouncing imperialism and its agents, 
is solely inspired by such human ideals as love, happiness and equality for all 
peoples, irrespective of race, colour or creed . Thus, i ts attack on racial se
gregation springs from purely human principles and not from a sh eer dislike 
of the white m an. 

The Postal Authority decided to issue the "Africa Day" commemor ative, 
scheduled earlier to be released on April 15, 1961, on the 30th March to coin
cide with t h e rhee ting of this great political event. The stamp features 
Mr. Patrice Lumumba, legal Premier of t he Congo, who died for the sake of 
the independen ce and unity of his country. 
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A SET OF TWO COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED TO HONOUR 
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION DAY 

Date of issue: April 6, 1961. 
Design: D:;picts Braille system and 

WHO emblem. 
Denom. & Colour: 10 mills. (Light 

brown) , 35 -+ 15 mills (brown and 
yellow). 

Size of stamp: 25-!;- x 42 mm. 
Perforation: 13 x 1 3 -~ mm. 
Watermark: Multiple U.A.R. in Ara-

bic and English. 

Sheet composition : 50 (10 x 5). 

Printing Process: Photogravure. 
Printer: Survey of Egypt. 

D esigner & E:recuter: Mr. Abbas El 
Sheikh. 

Quantity issued: 2,000,000 for the 10 
mills. stamp and initial printing 
400,000 for the 35 + 15 mills stamp. 

Plate No.: A/ 61. 

PALESTINE COMMEMORATIVE 
:::lame issuance elate, size and design. 
Denorn. & Colour: 10 mills (blue ). 

Quantity issued: Initial printing 
400.,000 stamps. 

The World Health Organization with headquarters in Geneva, Switzer
land, is a spzcialized agency of the United Nations and was created in 1948. 
Its ot -jective is the attainment by all peoples of the highest level of health. 
WHO worlc ;; with national h ealtl1 services to prevent infectious diseases and 
to train health workers. It gives technical asl'listance in c,rder to improve 
health conditions in some 130 countries, warns of outbreaks of epidr;:mic dis
ease, coordinates m edical resear~h and recommends international standards 
for druss, vaccines, hormone$. and other substances. 

The two principal ways in which WHO assists individual countries are 
by granting to their health worlcel'F; fellowships for study abroad or by sending 
to assis ted countries specialists seb cted for their qualifications and expe-
rience. ' 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Rl~gion WHO a ssists some 185 projects in 
18 countries and territories. 

Tuberculosis prevalence surveys are carried out in the Ealltern Mediter
r anean Region, to help formulate con trol measures on national scale. 

The WHO Regional Office has also improved increased activities in small
pox control. · 

Bilharziasis is another health problem. Various control methods are be
ing tried out to interrupt the transmission cycle of this water-born disease. 

Measures have been taken by the U.A.R. Governments to provide the 
people with medical care with a view to raise the standard of public health. 
Chief among these , special care was given to the blind. A demonstration cen
tre for the rehabilitation of the blind was recently established for the pur
pose 

The surtax will be donated to the so&ial fimds of the blind welfare so~ie
ties. 
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A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUED TO CELEBRATE THE INAUGURATION 
OF THE TOWER OF CAIRO 

Date o.t issue: llst April 1961 . 
D esign dep ic t s: Cairo Tower 's Photo. 
D enom. & Colour : Olive green. 
Dim ension of stamp: 25~ x 42 mm. 
Perforat ion : 13 x 13 ~. 

Sheet composit ion: 50 oo x 5 ). 
Watermark : Multiple U.A.R. in Ara-

ble and English . 

Frinting process : Photogravure. 

Printer & Engraver: Survey of 
Egypt. 

Executer: Mr. Edmondo Calivis. 

Quantity issued: 2,000,000 stamps. 

Plate No: A/ 61. 

Overlooking the Nile and built in t l1e centre of the U.A.R. 's capital, the 
Tower of Ca iro, the highest m an-made buildin g in Africa and the Middle East, 
adds another attraction to the city 's centuries-old treasure!'; of monuments. 

From th e top of the 188-metre Tower, a visitor can enjoy Cairn's delightful 
scenery - with Giza Pyramids and Saladin's Citadel in the background. 

Equipp£d with a fa st elevator, you can reach the top in less than 30 se
conjs ... 

Twelve million piec2s of mosaic went into the plastering of this attractive 
buildin g. The State's emblem , a copper eagle, is being placej at the entrance 
cf the Tower, in addition to a large coloured mosaic portrait featuring the 
n ation 's progress in th e field cf agriculture and industry. 

A COMMEMORATIVE ST AMP ISSUED TO CELEBRATE PALES TINE DAY 

Date of i ssue: May 15. 1961. 
Design depict s: An old Arah Refug Ee 

woman holding her son behind a 
barbed wire, looking with determi
nation and eagerness to their 
thirteen years ago homelands. 

D enom ination an d Colour: 10 mills 
(green). 

Size of stamp: 25-~ x 42 mm. 

Perforation: 13 x 13~ . 

Sheet composition: 50 (5 x 10) . 
Printing process : Photogravure. 
Printer & Engraver: Survey of Egypt. 
Design & Execu t er: Moham ed Badr 

Bahgat. 
Quanti ty issued: 2,000,000 stamps. 
Centra l number: A/ 61. 

PALESTINE COMMEMORATIVE 
Sam.e i ssuance date, si ze and design . 
Denom. & Colour: 10 mills <violet). 

Quanti t y issu ro d: 400,000 stamps. 

One million Palestine Arabs - men, women and children, Muslims and 
Christians - live t oday outside the a reas occupied by Israel, outside their 
h om es and property, outside their ancestral land. 
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Thirteen years age., world opm10n was sh ocked by the disaster inflictej 
upon the peaceful Arab population of Palestine. They were terrorized and 
forci bly expelled from t heir towns and villages during the turbulent early 
months of 194.8, wh2n Zionist forces an d gangs - Stern and Irgoun - launch
ed their undeclared war against the Arat' people of Falestine . 

The British hist orian Dr. Arnold Toynbee has den ounced these atrocities. 
He sa~d that these massacres og Arab civilian population are a crime against 
mankind. 

The small minority of the J ews declarej the state of I si·ael in 1948, a l
though they were outnumbered by the Arabs. In 1948, t h e Jewish population 
was estimated at 650,000 while the rightful owners of the Holy Land were 
1,350,000. The areas owned by Jews did n ot exceed 7 p er cent. Those of them 
who held Palestinian nationality were only 238,000. 

Zionism believed that th8 only way to set up an Israeli state in Palestine 
was the expulsion of its rightful inhabitants. Thus it committed its atroci
ties against the peaceful Arab population in Palestine, regardless of the dls
poosession of an entire people nr the ch anges in the status of a whole coun try. 

Si"-,ce its establishment, I sraeli has adaman t ly refused t o enforce the U.N. 
resolutions stipulating the repatriation of Arab refu gees. Rendered home
less, 1,200,000 Arabs live to-day outs'.de their ancestral homes in poverty, 
disease and misery . On the other side of the demarcation lines, their belong
ings. yielding and annual return estimated at $120 million, have been taken 
over by Israeli gangs. A beach-head of aggression, Israel is always attacking 
neighbouring Arab stat,es with the a im of keeping an atmosphere of insecur
ity and tension over the Holy Land and the Middle East. 

A SET OF 5 STAMPS AND A MINIATURE SHEET ISSUED TO CELEBRATE 
THE 9th ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION 

Date of issue: 23 July 1961. 
Denomination: 

10 mill. Maroon (Transport & 
Communications) 
(Planning for the People ). 

10 mill. Rose-red (Industry & 
Electricity) 
(Planning for Higher Produc
tion). 

10 mill. Cobalt blue (Ho1using) 
(Planning for Equality & Wel
fare) 

35 niill. Mixed green (Agriculture 
& Irrigation) . 
(Planning Increases Produc
ti0n). 

35 mill. Violet (Public Services ). 
(Planning Achieves Social 
Equality). 

100 mill. miniature .sh eet (brown). 

Size of stamps: 
4:2 x 25}, mm. (s tamps). 
80 x 75- mm. (min. sheet) . 
56 x 34 mm. (stamp on mi.n. qheet). 

Perforation: 13~, x 13. (The stamp on 
min. sheet is - imperforate d ) . 

Wate1 mark : Multiple U.A.R. in Ara
bic and English . 

Sheet: 50 (5 ;< 10 ). The miniature 
sheet comprlses one stamp. 
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Printing process. Photogravure for 
stamps. Lithography for the black 
writing and the backround of the 
miniature sheet. The min. sheet 
illustrate& three golden columns 
each of which will demonstrate 
the expected growth of the Natio
nal Income over 1960-1970. 

Printer: Survey of Egypt. 
D esigners: Mr. Mohammed Badr 

Mohammed Bahgat (Industry & 
Electricity - Agriculture & Irriga
t ion - Housing - Public Services) 
and the design of the miniature 
sheet. Mr. Abbas Farag El-Sheikh 
(Transport & Communications ). 

Transport & Communications: 

Executer: Mr. Mohammed Badr Mo
hammed Bahgat (Agriculture & 
Irrigation - Housing ) and the 
design of the miniature sheet. 
Mr. Abbas Farag El-Sh eikh (Trans
port & Communications, Industry 
& Electricity). Mr. Edmondo Ca
li vis (Public Services) . 

Quantity issued: 2.000,000 of the 10 
mills. 

Initial : 1,000,000 of the 35 mills. 
250.000 of the miniature sheet. 

Plate No.: A/ 61. 

To double the national income within ten years 0960-70), the U.A.R. has 
drawn up a comprehensive plan embracing all the sectors of the nation al 
economy. The U.A.R., in issuing this commemorative set, is honouring this 
socio-economic development plan and celebrating the achievements of the 
fi rst year of the Plan. 

The Plan has given paramount consideration to the sector of t r ansport 
and communicationfi since it is one of the basic sectors of the national econo-
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my. Consequently, the achievement of the Plan ':; targets has increased the 
prcduction of the sectOr of transport and communications by 20 per cent in 
the first year of the Plan. 

Industry & Electricity: 

The Pl an 's major sE.ctor is that of industry and electricity. Great atten
tion was given to this important sectcr and large allocations were devoted to 
increase industrial production , diversify products and open n ew vistas for 
scientific progress. 

Machinery and equipment are being imported for the initiation as well 
as development of industry. It is expected that industrial production will in
crease by 66 per cent over the next five years. 

Housing: 

Housing is another sector given great attention by the Government. Large 
allccations were earmarked for expansion schemes which resulted in an in
crease of 16 per cent over 1959/ 1960. 

Agriculture & Irrigation: 

Agriculture, the mainstay of the national economy, has the biggest share 
of the Plan's allocations. Horizontal and vertical expansion of cul tivable 
areas will pave the way for a better standard of living for two thirds of the 
population. 

Combined with this agricultural development programme, measures are 
bsing taken to ensure an equitable distribution of the n ational income. 

The High Dam together with a score of irrigation schemes will increase 
the cultivable area by 1.3 million feddan s. 

Public Services : 

The Government, in line with its policy of ra1smg the lltandard of living 
among the people , has drawn a large-scale programme to increase the educa
tional, cultural, recreational. and health services. Increase expected in this 
sector by the end of 1965 is estimated at 28 per cen t ove r 1959 / 60 figures. 

A COMMEMORATIVE ST AMP ISSUED TO CELEBRATE THE 5th ANNIVER
SARY OF THE SUEZ CANAL COMPANY NATIONALIZATION 

Date cf issue : July 26 , 1961. 
Denomination & Colour: 10 mills 

(olive green ). 
Size of stamp: 28 x 62 mm. 

Perforation: 111 x 1q . 
Sheet composition : 50 (10 x 5) . 

Printing Process: Photogra vure . 

Printer: Postal Authority. 

D esign & Executer: Mohamed Nabll 
A. El Hendawi and Halim Ya
cub Mikhail. 

Quantity: 2,000,000. 

Control Number: Date & serial num
ber. 
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President Gamal Abdel Nasser proclaimed the nationalization of the Suez 
Canal amid the cheers of crowds on 26 July 1956 in Alexandria in a speech on 
the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the Revolution , and thus returned 
the Canal to its lawful owners. 

The Arab Aut hority, to which was confided the administration of the Suez 
Canal, has spared, since that day immortal in th e history of the country, n ei
th er effort nor expense towards raising the qua!ity of its service to the stan
dard required to insure the security of navigation in the waterway and com
pete at the same time with the constant evolution in shipbuilding, thus 
elfectively contributing, without preference or discrimination, to the promo
tion of trade exchanges be tween the various count ries of the world and to 
the extension of prosperity amongst their peoples. 

The Arabs have every r eason to be proud of the fact that, only since the 
Suez Canal Authority tcok over the a jministration of the Canal. the daily 
.average number of transiting :ohips rose from 4,0.2, as r egistered in the year 
before nationalization, to 51.2 last year, thus bringing the daily average of 
net tonnage up to 506,000 tons in 1960, whereas this average never exceeded 
317,000 tons in 1955. These remarkably rapid achievements could have n ever 
been realized , had it not been, as universally acknowledged, for the perfect 
technical efficiency and loyal determination proved by the new Arab Admi
nistration in the accomplishment of their mission. The maximum permis
sible draught in the Canal was 35 feet before nationalization, but it fell to 
27 feet following the Suez crisis in 1956 and , thanks to the continuous Arab 
effort. gradually progressed until it reachej 37 feet in 1961. 

A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUED TO HONOUR THE 
20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF TALAAT HAR.B AND 

THE 41st ANNIVERSARY OF MISR BANK 

Date of issne: 22 August 1961. 
Design clepicts: Mehalla El Kobra 

Plants. 
Denom. & Colour: 10 mills (Brown ). 
Dimension of stamp : 42 x 251,. 
Perforation :· 13;!, x 13. " 
S1ieet composition: 50 (5 x l O). 

Watermark: Multiple U.A.R. in Ara-
bic and English . 

Pr inting Process : Photogravure. 
Printer & Engraver: Survey of Egypt. 
Executed by: Mr. Ramzy Labib. 
No. of stamps printed: 2,000,000. 
Plat e No.: A/ 61. 

The establishment of Bank Misr was in itself a revolut ion against foreign 
ec-:; nomic exploitation. 

The founder of Bank Misr, th e late Mohammed Talaat Harb, was born in 
Cairo in November 1867. He graduated fr~m the sch ool of Administration and 
Languages. He worked in law business, then he was nominated manager of 
th e Kom-Ombo Company ; in the meantime he was the manager of the Egyp
t ian Financial Company where h e practised fin ancial work and was after
wardG able to Egyptianize the majority of the capital. 

Since 1908 Talaat Harb haj the idea of setting up a n Egyptian bank. In 
1910 he publish ed a book on "Egypt's economic situation and the proj ect of 
the Egyptian Bank or the Nation's Bank". In the same year h e founded the 
"Financial Cooperative Company" (now the Financial Solidarity Bank ). 
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On May 7, 1920, Talaat Harb and a number of colleagues announced the 
establishment of Bank Misr with the capital of L.E. 80,000 owned wholly by 
Egyptian shareho!ders. He summarized the bank's programme in encourag
ing various economic projects that would lead to the welfare of the bank and 
the country, establishmg financial, industrial, commercial and agricultural 
companies, founding chambers of commerce and cooperative syndicates for 
the peasants, artisans and merchants. He encouraged the spirit of work, soli
darity and discipline in the Egyptian youth , and he laid the right foundation 
for practical economic education . 

Talaat Harb carried on with his programmes. He created for cotton (the 
principal crop of the country) a chain of industries: in 1923 he founded the 
Misr Co.ttt1n Exporting Company, in 1924 the Misr Ginning Company, in 1926 
Misr Company for Transport and Naviga tion, and in 1927 the famous Misr 
Spinning and Weaving Company of Mehalla El-Kobra. 

Silk and linen come after co tton industry ; in the field of transportation 
various companies were established either air or maritime, for tourism and 
shipping. Then came Misr Company for Sales of Egyptian Products for the 
marketing o.f our products. and that of Misr Companies. In 1938, he estab
lished the Misr Company for Cinema and Theatre. 

Talaat Harb managed the Bank and the affiliated companies (whose ca
:i;ital by then was approximately L.E. 1.5 million) until he retired in 1939, then 
he died in August 1941. 

The Misr Group, having now a capital of L.E. 27 ,5 million, is the symbol 
of industrial progress in this country. 

The Bank and its affiliated companies participated in financial new com
panies in new fields of industry namely, chemical, pharmacology, iron ana 
:>teel and others. 

Now the Bank has about 100 branches inside and outside the U.A.R. using 
about 4,000 hands, for the total number of employees of the Bank and its 
companies amounts to 60.000. 

A NEW COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUED TO CELEBRATE 
THE "NAVY DAY" 

Date of issue: August 29, 1961. 
Design: Depicts a marine officer's 

hands holding a steering wheel of 
a battleship. The U.A.R. flag is 
located in the background and a 
miniature battleship is located in 
front of the steering wheel. 

D enom. and colour: 10 mills. (Blue). 
Dimension of stamp: 25~ x 42 mm. 
Perforat ion: 13 x 131,-. -
Sheet composition: -50 (10 x 5) . 

Waterrnarlc: Multiple U.A.R. in Ara-
bic and English. 

Printing Process: Photogravure. 
Pri nter & Engraver: Survey of. Egypt .. 
Designed by : Mr. Ahmed Mohammed 

Farag El Monoufy. 
Execntecl by: Mr. Mohammed 'Badr 

Bahgat. · 
No . of stamps printed;: 2,000;000. 
Plate No.: A/ 61. 
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On the occasion of this national event, every citizen has the right to be 
proud of our naval achievement, an achievement that dates back to the dawn 
of history. History records many heroic deeds of the people of the Arab East: 
they were the first to use the sea. Our first exports across the sea were in 
the form of a civilization that laid down th e foundations of man's modern 
achievement in the fields of science, technology and the arts. 

The Navy made history of its h eroic achievemen t to defend the father
land. The first major battle was fought in 1191 B.C. when Ramses III destroy
ed the North Mediterranean marauding fle ets. Later in 1956, the Navy made 
a remarkable achievement in conquering th e tripartite aggression. 

In 1300 when the Romans recruited a fl eet of 1,000 war-ships to invade 
the Arab world, the Syrian navy joined the Egyptian and bot h recruited 200 
warships and defeated the enemy &hips in a historic battle that was a confir
mation of the unity of Egypt and Syria. 

In 1948 when history r epeated i tself, th e Navy was in the front line de
fending the Arab fatherland and dominating. the East Mediterranean waters, 
bombarding Tel-Aviv, Asqalan, Kaiseriya, and Nihariya. It won victory in 
a ll battles it had fought with the enemy. 

Our naval forces a re the strongest striking forces in the Middle East and 
they can defend the fathe rland from the Atlanti c.; Ocean to the Arabian Gulf. 

NORTH REG.ION (SYRIA) 
A SET OF COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED TO CELEBRATE 

1960 OLYMPIC GAMES 

Date of issu e: 27th December 1960. 

Kind of issue: Airmail. 

Specification, colour and price: 
Horsemanship , violet and vermi-

lion, 40 P. 
Fencing, violet and orange, 25 P . 
Swimming, brick and blue, 20 P. 
Basket-ball, brown and blue, 15 P . 

Sfae of stamp. 30X 47 mm. 
Per jo ration: 12,5 x 12 mm. 
Sheet composition: 50 (5 x 10) . 
Printing process: Offse t. 
Printer : State Prin tin g House. 
Engravers: Giafary and Zyad. 
Quantity issued: 150,000 sets. 

The ancien t Greeks used to celebrate every four years a cycle of athletic 
games near Olympus (a mountain in Greece) called therefore Olympic Games. 
The .first of them took place on 776 B.C. and the last one on 396 B.C. It was 
renewed aga.in in £he modern times on 1896 A.C. and it continues to be taken 
up once every four years. The 17th cycle took place at Rome from 25th August 
up to September llth . 1960, with the participation of 81 countries among which 
United Arab Republic. In connection of thill event the general Directorate 
of P .T.T. has issued the above described stamps. 
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A SET OF COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED TO CELEBRATE 

THE 15th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Date of issue: 28th December 1960. 

Qualification: Airmail. 

Pri ces: 50 and 35 P . 

Colour: Blue and green. 

Dimensions: 47 x 30 mm. 
Perforation : 12,5 x 12. 

Sheet composition: 50 (5 x 10). 

Printing process: Offset. 

Printer: State Printing House. 

Engraver: Eshel. 

Quantity issued: 150.000 sets. 

315 

The United Nations Organisation to which Egypt and Syria (actually 
both regions of U.A.R. ) participated since its beginning was set up in Dum
barton Oaks on 1944 in view of preserving peace and :'lecurity in the world. 

The U.A.R. playi? an efficient role to highten the consistence of this 
organisation and grqw its authority as to be able to realise the ideal aims for 
which it was created. 

One of the most important Session was the fifteenth assembly of the 
United Nations h eld thii? year and attended by most of the presidents and 
leaders of member countries - among "them was President Gamal .Abdul Nas
ser who delivered a historical constructive speech. Of what he said : 

"The United Nations has to b·ear its responsibilities towards Palestine 
and its Arab People, what constitutes the simplest rights of this courageous 
people who is facing in the 20th Century a calamity which has never been 
heard of in the darkest days of hi story. 

"In the name of the U.A.R. and expressing the way it thinks, I hereby 
say before you that we believe that the problem of peace and war belongs 
to all peoples since this problem affects the fate of all peoples of the world . 

"The peace we are hoping for should be peace based on justice without 
discrimination" . 

COMMEMORATIVE HANANO'S STAMP (1872-1935) 

Date of I ssue: 20th February 1961. 
Qualification: Air Mail. 
Denomination: 50 P . 
D esign depicts: Hanano's picture. 
Colour: Clear honey and olive. 
Dim~nsion of stamp: 30 x 42 mm. 
Perforation: 12 x 12t . 
Sheet composition: 50 (5 x 10). 
Printing process and place: Offset , 

Government Printing House. 

Designer : Ziad. 
Quantity issued: 100,000. 
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Brief Biography of Hanano 
Ibrahim Hanano is one of our distinguished heroes who led the national 

liberation movement against French Colonialism and whose courage nation
alism and self denial were registered on the glorious and everlasting ' page$ of 
history . 

Hanano was born in Kafar Takharim n ear Aleppo. He attended there the 
pr imary school then left for Istanbul where he continued his studies and 
acquired his law degree. Afte r gr aduation h e was appointed Secretary Gene
ral for the District of Aleppo. 

After the battle of Maysaloon and the many revolutions declared by the 
Arab People in Syria against the French, Hanano declared his armed revolu
tion in hi s native town Kafar Takharim. Soon this revolution spread out and 
ccvered the regions of I dleb, Harem and Gesr-Al-Chogour until it reached 
the Alawiyeen Lattaquie m ountains where another revolutionary movement. 
led by Saleh Al-Ali, had already been started. To put an end to his revolution 
the French tried to play a trick on him by offering him the presidency of a 
state made up of the regions inflamed by the revolution , but he refused. His 
r evolution had its far effective results in our history. 

Hanano continued his heroic s truggle until h e died on 21st of November 
1935. 

COMMEMORATIVE ST AMP FOR THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UNION 1958-1961 

Date of I ssue: 22nd February 1961. 
Qualification: Ordinary Mail. 
D enomination: 12~ . 

Design depicts: U.A.R. Armorial sur-
rounded by olive branches. 

Colour: Violet. 
Dimension of stamp: 42 x 25t mm. 
Perforation: 13 >< 13t. 
Sheet composition: 50 (5 Xl0 ). 
Printing process and place: Fotogra-

ver cajastral, Printing House. 
D esign er: Mohammad Badr Bahgat. 
Quantity i ssued : 250,000. 

Third Union Festival 

Every Arab Syrian's hope to see the raise of the Union hfi:Ve been realized. 
The United Arab Republic who has binded the destiny of _Syna and Egypt for 
economic prosperity, social welfar e, and organized authority has sta~ted ~nth 
successful and victorious steps. The Union continues every day to frmt serious 
improvements for a gr eater welfare of the people , for the growth of the na-
tional income, and to spread education and social security. _In_ th_e. same t~.Il1~ 
the prestige and dignity of the U.A.R. was growing due_ to his ~ud1~1ou~ policy. 
'I'herefore, the general Directorate of P.T.T _in ~he Syn~n Reg10n is happy to 
comm6'morate this union by the stamp he is issumg bearmg the peace emblem. 

\ ' 

ORDINARY STAMP OF KALA'AT SAMA'AN 

Date of I ssue: l st April 1961. 
Qualification: Ordinary Mail. 
Den omination: 12,5 P.S. 
D esign d.epicts: Kala'at Sama'an. 
Colour : Blue. 
Dimen sion of stamp: 26 x 42 mm. 

Perforation: 12,5 x 12,5 . . 
Sheet Composition: 50 (10 x 5) . . 
Prin ting 'process & place: Offset,· 

Government ·printing House. 
D esigner: Aishel. 
Quality Issu ed: - 2,000,000. 

0
; 
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It is 34 kilometers away from Aleppo. It includes the Monastery and the 
Church built between the years 480 and 4,90 A.D. around the column of Saint 
Simon. 

The building has the form of a cross and it is com1idered the greatest 
and m ost gigantic Christian vestige in the East. The column of the hermit 
i s a courtyard, connected with four Churches each of which having 3 halls 
in the form uf branches of the cross . 

The front-piece of the Church has 3 gates topped by three round arches. 
Christian Syrian art which is apparent in Sama'an Castle inspired religious 
a rchitecture in Europe, it i.nfluenced ecclesiastical art during the middle cen
turies and was an important factor of artistic revival in Western Europe. 

General Directorate of P.T.T. issues in that relation. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP IN OCCASION OF EVACUATION DAY 

Date of issue: 17th April 1961. 

Qualification: Air Mail. 

Denomination: 40 P.S. 

Design depicts: Soldier running up 
the flag. 

Colour: Olive. 

Dimension of stamp: 28 x 62 mm. 

Perforation: 11,5 x 11. 

Sheet composition: 50 00 x 5 ). 

Printing Process and Place: Offset 
Government Printing House . 

Designer: Aishel. 

Quantity issued: 100,000. 

Evacuation Day is a commemoration dear to every heart and most im
pressive for all who take part in it . All Arab nations join with the population 
of this region in the joy of celebrating this great day, the 17th April, when 
colonialists evacuated their territory after an occupation taking a quarter 
of a century. This is not to be wondered at as this country was the first of 
the Arabic countries to achieve independence, since when it has become a 
symbol and model for all. · 

The liberation and independence of this country was succeed by econo
mic, social and intellectual improvement : commerce expanded, new industries 
grew up, and agricultural development '!Pread. Education became accessible 
to all classes, and illiteracy began to disappear, while living conditions and 
intellectual standards attained a higher level. 
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Had it not been for this memorable day which Arabs celebrate in the 
Spring, the U.A.R. could n ot have made its appearance and opened the way 
to complete union. 

The Administration of the P.T.T. is happy to take part in commegiorat
ing this great event by issuing the stamp described above. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP FOR THE WELFARE OF THE BLIND 

Date of issue: 29th April 1961. 
Qualification: Ait Mail. 
Denomination: 40 + 10 P . 
Design depicts : A hand tracing the 

Braille Alphabetic. 
Colour: Dark olive and black. 
Dipiension of stamp: 30 X42 mm. 
Perforation: 11 x 11,5. 
Sheet composition: 50 (10 x 5). 
Printing process and place: Offset 

Government Printing House. 
Designer: Aishel. 
Quantity issued: 100,000. 

A man who is blind is a ci tizen of this Country with all the rights and 
privileges which this implies. 

The first duty of Society is to discover his ability and general qualifica
tions, and then to guide and train him for useful work. If this is carried out 
efficiently he will become a useful member of the community, and be able 
to secure a honest and remunerative employment, thus ensuring a good stan
dard of living for hirn.:;el.f and his family. In this way all will benefit . 

To dfocover the hidden abilities of the blind is the aim of a ll committees 
set up to help them, and they take charge of these dut!ies. 

The Administration of the P.T.T. takes the opportunity of the World 
Health Organization to issue the stamp described above, and will set aside 
-part of the revenue received on behalf of the various committees in aid of 
the blind in the NoTthern Region of the U.A.R. 

COMMEMORATING STAMP OF PALESTINE DAY 

Date of i ssue: 15th May 1961. 
Qualification: Air Mail. 
Denomination: 50 P.S. 
Design depicts: Map of Palestine 

bearing the face of an Arab. 
Colour: Blue and Black. 
Dim.ension of stamp: 47 x 30 mm. 
.Perforation : 11 x 11,5. 

Sheet composition: 50 ClO x 5) . 

Printing Process and Place: Offset 
Government Printing House. 

Designer : Aishel. 

Quantity issued: 100,000. 
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In this very day, the fifte enth of May, thirteen years past, the Zionists 
declared the establishment of their own State in Palestine. In their action 
they relied on the decisions of the United Nations Organization committing 
Palestine to a Partition between them and its legal Arab inhabitants. 

This decision of the U.N., disregarding the ambiguity accompanied by its 
proclamation, has been issued to relieve tl1e Jews from their hardships, in 
which the Arabs had no part, whatsoever, only to inflict an injustice of 
greater and deeper magnitude upon the Arabs by depriving them of their 
country and property, rendering them homeless in the wild open world. 

Immediately upon its establishment Israel has forced the Arabs out of 
their lands, confiscated their property, overcrossed the partition lines. Thus 
competing the very decisions of the U.N. in respect to both partition and re
patriation of the refugees. 

Up to this date there is one million and two hundred thousand Palesti
njon Arab refugees suffering from need, poverty and sickness while at the 
same time the aggressive Zionists enjoy the income of their properties 
amounting to more than 120 million dollars per annum. This tragedy has 
been the cause of general disturbances in this region in to the extent of 
threatening world peace. 

In commemorating of this day and for the awakening of world cons
cience, the Directorate General of P.T.T. has decided to issue this stamp 
bearing the above description. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP OF INDUSTHIAL AND AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTIONS FAIR 

Date of issue: 8th June 1961. 
Qualification: Postage. 
D enomination: 12,5 P.S. 
D esign depicts: Industry wheel and 

spike wheat. 
Colour: Blue, yellow and black. 
Dimen sion of stamp : 26 x 42 mm. 
Perforation: 12 x 12.5. 
Sheet composition: 50 (10 x 5). 
Printing Process: Offset Government 

Printing House. 
D esigner: Aishel. 
Quantity I ssued: 100,000. 

The Fair for Agricultural and Industrial Producti:on s in the U.A.R. is 
mainly a local Fair, the purpose of which is to exhibit and find outlet for the 
products of the country, open n ew markets for such products, orientate the 
people with the progress and stages reached by our industries as well as the 
development attained by our agriculture. 

The purpose is also to exhibit the country's development projects aiming 
at raising the standard of living. Moreover, this F air is considered a trade 
Fair in which business deals are made at an increasing rate every year be
tween producers in the U.A.R. and importers in neighbouring countries and 
others. 

The Fair takes place twice a year, once in the City of Cairo in the f.3outh
ern Region, and once in the City of Aleppo, in Northern Region. The city of 
Aleppo in which the Fair takes place each year is considered the leading in
dustrial city in the Middle East and the main commercial center used as a 
gateway for agricultural productions in transit to outside world. 
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Besides, the City of Aleppo is a famou s ' historiG city known to be one of 
the oljest of the world. To celebrate the occasion of apening the Agricultural 
and 'Industrial Fair this year,' the Directorate of P.T.T. issues the abor,•.e; 
mentioned commemorative stamp. 

IN MEMORY OF ABOU TAMMAM 

Date of Issue: 20th July 1961. 
Qualification: Air Mail. 
Denomination: 50 P.S. 
Design depicts: Abou Tammam, as 

the Portrait-Painter conceives him. 
Colour: Brown. 

D'iniension of stamp: 30 x 47 mm. 

Perforation: ll x 11,5. 

Sheet composition: Offset Govern
ment Printing House. 

Designer: Nazem El-Jaafary. 

Quantity issued: 100,000. 

Abou Tammam At-Tai, is one of the most celebrated poets of the Arab 
World with no less ingenuity than Al-Mutanabi. He at best represents his 
age . In his poetry h e was well versed with historical ~vents of his era. He 
intelligently dealt with proverbs and deeply went into the hardest words of 
the "Arabic lan guage to form them successfully into most expressive linguistic 
term~. 

Abou Tammam was born in 188 Hegira in Jasim, a small village in the 
Huran District, South of Syria. He was brought up in Damascus and started 
his poetric career in Homs where he was greatly influenced ,by its great poet, 
Dek-El-Jin . 

Later in life he left for Egypt for better living but soon he returned to 
leave for Iraq where he was appointed by El-Hassan Bin Wahab as Post 
Master in Moi;;ul. Two years later h e died at a n early age . 

A great poetry festival was held in Damascus last year in honour of this 
genius. 

The Directorate General of the P.T.T. takes this opportunity to comme
morate this great event by issuing this stamp. 



Octobre 1961 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 321 

A SET OF COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED TO CELEBRATE 

THE 5th UNIVERSITIES ' YOUTH FESTIVAL 

Dat.e of I ssue: 23rd August 1961. 

Qualification : Air Mail. 

Denomination: 15 P. , 35 P. stamp::;, 
50 P . Miniature Sheet. 

Design depict s: Discobolus, a Lyre 
and a view of the University. The 
Miniature Sheet comprises two 
stamps. 

Colour : Red and black, green and 
violet. The Miniature Sheet h as 
the same colours on a ora nge back
ground. 

Dimenswn of St amps: 30 x 42 mm. 

Dimension of Miniature Sheet: 10,3 
x 6,3 cm. 

Perfor at"ion : 11 x 11 ,5. 

Sheet composit ion: 50 ( 10 x 5) . 

Printing Process: Offset Governm en t 
Printin g House. 

D esigner: Eichel. 

Quantity issued of each type of 
stamp: 75,000. 

Quantity i ssued of m iniatur e sheet: 
37,500. 

"Universities' You th Fest ival" is h eld each year in th e U.A.R. The Fes
tival is organized by the Uni versit ies, th e High Schools Union and the Mili
tary College Union of th e U.A.R. During "Universities' Youth Festival" sport
ing, technical, educa tion al, socia l and m ilitary demonstrations a re organised 
by leading students of the U.A.R. 

"Universities.' Youth Festival" h a s since the beginning, become a mean 
of strengthening relations, in the spirit of broth erh ood an d cooperation of 
youth in the U.A.R. It is an encouragem en t to the Universit ies to increase 
their care for the diffe ren t en ergies of studen ts and to develop their interests. 

Competitions h eld during th ese festivals have a lso m ade it pos::;ible for 
the leading Universities' students to sh ow th eir talen t . 

The festivals h ave been h eld regularly by the Un iversities of Cairo. Alex
andria, Ain Shams and the High College Union . This is t h e fifth festival 
organized by Dam a scus University. 

To commemorate this, th e Directorate General of Posts, Telegraphs a nd 
':Delephones has issued an appropriate collection of stamps. 



322 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Octobre 1961 

A SET OF COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS TO CELEBRATE 
THE Sth INTERNATIONAL DAMASCUS FAIR 

Date of issue: 25th August 1961. 
Qualification : Air Mail. 
Denomination : 17"~ and 50 P. 
Design depicts: A window through 

which the Fair's monument over
looks the world . 
U.A.R. Pavilion at the Fair. 

Colour: Dark violet and Black 
Light violet and Green. 

Dimensions: 30 x 42 mm. 

Perforation: 11 x 11 ~ . 

Sheet composition: 50 00 ~< 5) . 

Printing process: Offset Government 
Printing House. 

Designer: Hammad. 

Quantity issued : 100,000. 

The Damascus International Fair is the greatest commerci.al, industrial 
and agricultural demonstration in the Middle East. Syrian authorities started 
:.ts foundation since 1952. The first fair was opened in 1954. The Directorate 
General of the Fair was then instituted, its aims were fixed for organizing 
and preparing periodical fairs of national and international characters. · 

The Damascus Internat!onal Fair alms to the following purposes : 

1. - To give a true picture of the U.A.R.'s economical potentialities in 
the fields of commerce, industry and agriculture, and show its capacity in the 
foreign trade. 

2. - To exhibit the most modern products and inventions in those fields 
and promote economic exchange between U.A.R. and other countries. 

3. -- To open the field before producers, exporters and importers to create 
direct contacts and commercial relations among themselves. 

4. - To enable visitors of the Fair to get acquainted with the touristic 
a spects of the U.A.R. 

The International Fai.r of Damascus has continually, since its first and to 
its eighth event, sought to realize its purposes. We will not be exagerating to 
say that it was during these eight years, a good earth where peaceful currents 
run, a large field of exchange in the pages of human evolution, and a prac
tical meeting point to human welfare and comfort. 

To commemorate this, the Directorate General of Posts, Telegraphs and 
Telephones has issued an appropriate collection of stamps. 
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ASSEMBLEE GENER.ALE DU 22 MAI 1961 

L 'Assemblee Genera le du 15 Mai 1961 n 'ayant pu se tenir faute 
de quorum, fut rE'nvoyee au 22 Mai 1961. La sean ce Est ouverte a 
19 heurEs par le Pl'es ident Ahmed Mazloum qui pronorn;a l'ailocution 
suiva nte: 

Jc v uu s r emercie, Messieurs les Membres, d'avoir bien voulu re
poncire a cetle convocat ion et d 'etre venu s pour l'approbation des 
coir~ rJtes de l9GO, pour l 'examen des previs ions cl e 1961 et pour les 
ac ti v ites du Comi te a uquel vous avez, l 'an cl erni er , temoigne votre con
fiance par son election . 

. Nos colleg ues du Comite, absen ts a uj ourd 'hui, se sont excuse:; de 
ne pouvoir assister a cette sea nce, et vous ne leul' t iendrez pas rigu eur, 
quand vou:s sau rez que parm i eux se trouven t des membres clans la 
Haute E gyp te, dans la i·egion du Canal de Suez et enfin a Alexandrie ; 
cependant, en ce qui concerne cette dernier e ville, je suis beureux de 
constater qu e le Docteur Loutfy, qui preside la susdite branche, se 
trouve parmi nous a cette reunion. 

J e vous propo:::e de cons ide rer le proces-verbal de n otre Assem
blee generale du 25 Mai 1860, tel q ue dl:iment p ublie clans l' orga ne de 
notrc Societ.e, "L 'Ori ent Phil1:eli que" cl ::ms son nurnero 103 cl 'octobre 
HJG O. 

H,f!jSULTATS DE L'EXERCICE HJ60 

Ainsi que vous avez pu le constater , l'exercice 1960 qui vous a ete 
dCmwnt commun iqu e par la convocation a J'Assernblee du lfi Mai 1961, 
i eflete a l'act i!' de la Societe un e plu s-valu e de L.E. 264 et 335 rn illi e
mes: nous sornm rn evidemment bien loin de l 'excedent de l'an 1959 
mais cela es t dC1 a la situa t ion generaJe de la phil atelie, ainsi qu 'au 
re~. rai t cl e beaucoup cl c nos mernbres et a la climinu lion des clroits per
c;us sur les envois. Malgre cela nous pouvons env isager avec confiance 
l'aveni r de notre Societe, meme avec optirnisme. 

C'est Mr . Kamel Seli m, que vous avez bi en vo ulu designer, qui 
ver ifia les co~1ptes et je vous le propose pour les cornp tes de l'annee 
1961. 
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PREVISIONS POUR L'ANNEE 1961 

Recettes 

Cotisations : 

Le Caire, 200 l1vfernbres a L.E. 1,500 .. . 300 

Alexandrie, 200 Membres a L.E. l ,OOO 200 

Province et Etranger, 100 Membres a 
L.E. 1,000 100 

Interets sw· titres : 

Emprunt National L.E. 10.000 

Re'cet;tes cliverses : 

Publicite dans la Revue ... 

Droits certificats et autres 

Frais de la Revue: 

Achat papier 

Frais impression 

Cli ches et photos 

Frais divers 

Frais Generanx : 

Appointernents et sa laires 

Loyer n et 

Electric i te 

Frais affranchissernent 

Articles de bureau 

Frais Comite d 'exarn en 

Entretien du local 

Depenses 

Fra is branche d' Alexandrie .. . 

Fra.is divprs 

50 

200 

100 

100 

80 
50 

400 

100 

50 

70 

30 

50 

30 

100 

10 

Octobre 1961 

600 

320 

250 
1170 

330 

840 
i170 
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VIE DE LA SOCIET E 

Catalogue Zeheri: 

Ce volume, qui a obtenu beaucoup de succes, avait ete imprime a 
raison de 1200 exemplaires; nous n 'avons pas encore atteint la quantite 
vendue en 1956 du meme ouvrage de cette epoque, ce qui est un signe 
des temps, mais je sui s sur que la quantite s'ecoulera en ent'.er comme 
les precedentes editions, alors surtout que cette edition est doc umentee 
d'une maniere beaucoup plus developpee que la precedente. 

E:r:positions : 

Une exposition des timbres de Roumani e s'est deroulee au Caire. 
Elle comprenait les timbres emis depuis la Revolution et elle s'est de
roulee dans les locaux de la Soc:iete, sous le pat ronage des autorites 
diplomatiques de Roumanie au Caire, l'agencement et la preparation 
des cadres fut l 're uvre de Mr. Ibrahim Maher El-Guindi et elle fut 
inauguree par Mr. Mehanna Eid, notre infatigable Vice-President. 

La meme r:;;xposition se ti n t clans les locaux de notre branche 
d' Alexandrie, elle obt int un succes identique et fu t inauguree par 
Mr. Abdel Hamid Loutfi , President de la branche . 

Une exposition int2rnationale se tint sous les ·a uspices de la F.l.P. 
a Barcelone. Notre collegue Mr. Dimitri Tsiracopoulo y obtint une 
medaille d'or pour sa merveilleuse collection d'a viation . Mr. Mehanny 
Eid y obtint une medaille de bronze, et de meme notre Ministere des 
Cornmunica tions pour ses cadres. 

Activite de la Societe : 

Mr. Hinton, qui etait notre representant aux Etats-Un is d'Ameri
que, a resigne ses fonctions et a ete rernplace par un cornite de t rois 
rnembres, MM. Kehr, Georges Lee et le Professeur P. Smith, qui ont 
bien voulu s 'occuper a eux trois d'un travail assez ingrat, mai s qui 
nous est profitable comme propagande pour notre chere patrie. 

Mr. Kehr est venu en visite au Caire au moi s de l\ia rs dernier, il 
a ete r e<_; LL par Mr. Mehanny Eid durant son sejour, et il nous a p:·omis 
une bonne activite de sa part. N'oublions pas que Mr. Kehr avait deja 
clans le passe represente notre revue et c'est un grand amateur de tim
l.Jres d'Egypte. 

Du point de vue general, .i'ai le rPgret de constater une diminution 
d'activite, mais comme elle es t d'ordre general, je ne peux qu'esperer 
en un meilleur avenir. 
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Monsieur N. Placoutaris, un jeune collectionneur plein de 
zele, nous a quitte ainsi que le Comite de la Branche d'Alexandrie dont 
il faisait partie, pour aller s'etablir a Khartoum, et il a bien voulu pren
dre la representation de la Societe au Soudan. J e suis stir qu 'il nou s 
sera utile . 

La Societe a cru ban de publier sous forme de Revue sub No. 102 
un numero special dedie a l' re uvre du Dr. William Byam, sur les tim
bres de la 3eme emiss ion d 'Egypte . . 

Cette etude de 136 pages, parue en juillet 1960, comprend de 
nombreu ses photos, dessins et croquis et dc-nne une ide2 de ce que 
represente le travail fait par le Dr. Byam sur celtc emission d'Egypte 
qui fut pendant longtemps discutee, conlroverse2 e t enfin rnise au 
point. 

Malheureusement unc lettre du Dr. Byam m"informe qu'il compte 
vendre sa collection a ux encheres publiques, car il aspire au repos vu 
son grand age. La philatelie lui doit beaucoup. 

Avant de cl6turer cette seance je vous dem311de de fixer les hono
raires de Mr. Kamel Selim, le censeur, a L.E . 20 et je me plais, une 
fois de plus, a rendre ltn hommage public a ceux don t l 'activite et k 
zele inlassable nous permettEnt de continuer a nous occuper de cette 
Societe qui nous est si chere; j 'ai nomme Mr. le Vice-Pre:sident Me· 
hanny Eid, Mr. Yehia Matouchalel1, Mr. Raoul Zeheri et Mr. Farag El 
Masri : notre collaborat ion, qu i ne date pas d' J1ier , a ete toujours basee 
sur un esprit de camarader:e, de mutuelle comprehension et de con
fiance, et nous mettons notre espoir En un avcnir to ujours meilleur, 
c'est la meilleure formule d'existence de notre societe. 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

GRAND CH.OIX de TIMBRES-POSTE 

du MONDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Rue Emad-El-Dine, Le Caire 
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FEDERATION INTERNAT10NALE DE PHILATELIE 

F.I.P. 

Commission de Presse et d"lnf.ormation 

Presi dent: Pierre Seguy , 10, Deutsche Stras~ e, SAARLOU IS/Saar. 

BULLETIN DE PRESSE DE LA F.I.P. No. 1/ 1961 

Mcmieur le Redacteur en Chef, 
La Federation Internationale de Philatelie (F.I.P. J, groupant 600.000 col·· 

J.sct:onneurs organis3s dans le monde entier , se permet de vous presenter son 
premier Bulletin de Fresse. Il est destine a faire connaitre l'activite de la F.I.P. 
et de ses Fejerations membres a un nombre toujours croissant de philatelistes 
et d ' Administrations Postales. 

Les buts principaux de la F.I.P., en coordonnant !'action des Federations 
Nat\onales, sont d 'unir les philatelist.es dans une meme grande famille et de 
lss defendre contre toutes les exploitat'.ons et les abus, nuisibles a. la Philatelie. 

Nous nous efforcerons d'obtenir l'un et l'autre grace a l'appui que vous 
vcudrez bien donner a nos informations et comm uniques dans votre publica
tion. Nous v.ous en remercions vivement d'avance. 

Pierre SEGUY. 

MANIFESTATIONS DES FEDERATIONS 
Allemagne 

Le Congres National je la Federation Allemande se tiendra le 2 Sep
tembre 1961 a Nuremberg, ensemble avec une importante exposition "La lettre 
tembre 1961 a Nuremberg, ensemble avec une importante exposition "Ll lettre 
a travers cinq sieclei;; d'histoire postale", ouverte du 31 A011t au 5 Septembre 1961. 

- La Federation Allemande tien t a preciser qu'elle n e participe pas et 
qu 'elle est etrangere a !'exposition I.F.A. de Diisseldorf. 

Autriche 
La Federation Autrichienne a fete le 22 Avril 1961 !:: 40e anniversaire de 

sa fondation. Elle a ete parmi les Federations fondatrices de la F.I.P. 

France 

Le Congres National de la F3deration des Societes Philateliques Fran
:;aises aura Heu a la Pentec6te, les 21 et 22 Mai 1961 a Nancy. En meme temps 
aura lieu une Exposition Nationale mus le Patronage de M. le Ministre des 
Frstes et Telecommunications. · 

- Un Salon Philatelique Franco-Allemand, FRALEX, sera organise a 
Paris du 3 au 9 Novembre 1961. Il inaugurera une serie d'expositions franco
allemandes tenues alternativement dans l'un et l'autrn pays et organisees par 
les deux Federations. 

Grece 
Une Exposition Nationale aura lieu cet automne a Athenes pour feter le 

r,entenaire des premiers timbres-paste grecs, sous le Haut Patronage de s.M. le 
Roi de Grece. 

Hollande 

Du 7 au 8 Avril aura lieu !'Exposition Nationale "Rotterdam '61" en m eme 
temps que le Congres National de la Federation Hollandaise. 
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Hongrie 
- Les preparatif& pour l'Exposition Internationale qui se tiendra du 23 

Septembre au 3 Octobre 1961 a Budapest sous le patronage de la F.I.P. se pour
suivent tres activement. 

- Le reglement etabli par la Commission de Contact F.I.P.-F.I.P.C.O 
concernant les collections de genre, thematiques et didactiques, a ete adopte 
par le Congres F.I.P.C.O. de Berlin et par voie de referendum par les Federa
tions de la F .I.P. I1 est entre en application a partir du ler Janvier 1961 et 
servira de base pour le classement des collections de cette classe a l'Exposltion 
Interna.tionale de Budapest . 
Luxembourg 

Les collectionneurs luxembourgeois preparent avec l'appui de leur tres com
prehensive Administration Postale une Exposition In ternationale pour 1963 a 
Luxembourg. Elle est prevue pour la date du 18 au 26 Mai et coi:ncidera avec 
les fetes du Millenaire de la ville de Luxembourg. L'exposition portera le nom 
de MELUSINA. 

Suede 
L'Exposition Nationale Suectoise se tiendra a Gi:iteborg du 14 au 23 Juillet 

1961 et port.era le nom de GOTHIA 61. 

Suisse 
La Federation des Societes Philateliques Suisses tiendra son Assemblee 

Genera'.e les 3 et 4 Juin a Langenthal, pres de Berne. 

Tchecoslovaquie 
L'autorisation gouvernementale pour l'Exposition Internationale FRAGA 

1962 ayant ete obtenue, un premier timbre-poste de propagande pour cette 
exposition vient d'etre emis. Sa valeur d'affranchissement est de 2 KC et il 
porte au centre l 'insigne de la F.I.P. -

INFORMATIONS ADMINISTRATIVES F.I.P. 
Finlande 

Monsieur Harry Walli, Secretaire General de la Federation Finlandaise, a 
du resilier ses fonctions pour raisons de sante. I1 est remplace prnvisoirement 
par Monsieur Hans Wasastjerna, Box 102, Hel$inki. 

Pologne 
La Federation des Philatelistes polonais vient de se donner au Congres de 

Varsovie un nouveau Bureau qui se compose comme suit : 
President : M. Zbigniew Fijalek. 
Vice-President: M. J an Klimek. 
Secretaire: M. Zdzislav Brodzinski. 

La nouvelle adresse de la Federation polonaise est : 
Polski Zwiazek Filatelistow 
Ryn ek Starego Miasta 14 
Warszawa 40. 

Espagne 
Monsieur J ose Maria Boras Feliu a ete elu President du Circulo Filatelico 

y Numismatico de Barcelone a la place de Monsieur Palau Rabassa. 

Gen eve 
Le 18 Mars. Monsieur Robert Lullin, Secretaire. General de la F.I.P ., s'est 

rendu a Francfort/ Main pour y rencontrer Monsieur H. Daz;ies~h , ~resi~e i:it d:e 
la Commission de Jeunesse de la F.I.P. Au cours de cette reumon il a ete m1s 
au point le reglement de la Classe de Jeunesse des Expositio.ns Internationale.s, 
tel qu'il sera presente au Congres F.I.P. de Budapest. Monsieur P . Seguy, Pr.e
i::ident de la Commission de Presse et d'Information, assistait a cette rencontre 
et des questions de presse et de diffusion ont ete abordees. I1 a ete dec~de de 
publier le plu& souvent possible, au mains deux fois par an. des Bulletms de 
Presse F .I.P. 
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ii BOND STREET AUCTIONS H 
•• •• •• •• 
ii FORTHCOMING SALES ii •• •• •• •• 
ii NOVEMBER 6, 7 ii •• •• •• •• 
:: BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and FOREIGN, including fine seleotions :: 
:: olf Belgium, Falkland Islands, France, Germany, Great Britain, Mexico, :: 
:: Serbia, United states, Vatican City, etc., ailso on First Day, an extensive :: •• •• :: range of Collections, etc., ofilel'ed en bloc. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• :i NOVEMBER 13, 14 ii 
•• •• •• •• 
:: BRITISH COMMONWEALTII, ETC., notaibly Au.stralia, Ba.llamas, :: 
:: Barbados, Bermuda, British Guiana, Cape of Good Hope, Egypt, Ghana, :: 
:: GRIEAT BRITAIN, INDIA (stTong in 1854 issue), Newfoundland, New !! •• •• !! Zea.land, Sierra Leone, 'etc. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• 
~i NOVEMBER 20, 21 :i 
•• •• •• •• 
:: GENEJR.AL SALE, inC'luding the "Canon Etherington" Collection, the :: 
:: "Major J. Aitken" Netherlands and Colon(i.es, etc. Cape of Good· Hope, :: 
:: Great Britain and Turkey arie prornitnent, wtth interiestin1g groups of :: 
•• •• :: Canada, Egypt, India, Vatican, etc. An exte.nsiv·e ,range o.f Collections :: 
!! en bloc is offered in bhe first day. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• 
:: NOVEM·BER 27, 28 :: •• •• •• •• •• •• !! "ALL-WORLD" SALE, inolud.ing the "B. H. PaJmer" Collection, etr. !! 
:: G&EAT BRITAIN is outstanding, a.nd ther,e are also interesting selections :: 
:: of Australia., Canada, Ceylon, EiJ'pt, France, Germany, New Zealand, etc., :: 
•• •• !! and over 70 lots of "CoJ.leoti.ons and Various" on the first daiy. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• g H. R. HARMER LTD. g .. ~ · 
:: International Stamp Auctioneers :: •• •• •• •• fi 41, NEW BOND STREET f: 
•• •• H LONDON, W.t H 
•• •• 
:: AND AT Cables AND AT :: •• •• 
:: NEW YORK "Pbi1tamsel, London" SYDNEY :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 
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