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UNRECORDED VARIETIES 

A part of a sheet (of 50 stamps) of the 10 M. 
value of the African Postal Union set, issued on April 
L.3rd, 1962, has been found with the watermark in
verted. 

About fifteen stamps of this sheet were sold 
\.o various individuals bdore tl:e discovery cf tiw 
variety. 

On the photo illustrated here 
for two stamps (one beneath the 
other) of the 10 M. value, issued on 
the 16th April, 1959, in commemo
ration of the First Arab Petroleum 
Congress, a clear pronounced dot 
can be seen on the Arabic character 
"ain" of the word ~ •-· . 11 » . . .) 
(Arabic or Arab) on the stamp 
placed at top, which can be com
pared with the normal stamp 
beneath it. The existence of this 
dot converts the character "ain" to 
character "ghain" and thus makes 
the word read "el gharbia" (the 
western), instead of the correct 
word "el-arabia" (the Arabic or 
Arab) . 

It is amazing that this one dot changes the name of the country 
issuing the stamp from the "United Arab Republic" to the "United 
Western Republic". 

This variety exists on the 3rd stamp, from right-hand side, of the 
top row of many sheets. Collectors who have any stamps of this posi
tion, can examine them, as they may be lucky to locate this variety 
on any of them. 



148 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Octobre 1962 

B.P.A.-P.T.S. JOINT S'l':A.NOING COMMITrEE 

ON NEW ISSUES AND SJrAMP OF DOUBTFUL S1'1ATUS 

ALBANIA FOOTBALL STAMPS 
The Committee notes that Albania has issued at the end of J'Uly a seri~s 

honouring the World Football Championships in Chile. The stamps (four 
values ) were accompanied by imperforated ~eries, and perforated and im
p i! rforated miniature sh eets "circulated in small quantities" . 

The Committee cannot recommend the imperforated stamps, or miniature 
sheets. In the case of previous Albanian issues (Malaria, Flower, Olympic 
Games and Space Exploration ) such variants have been sold at between two 
and five times their nominal value. 

* * ::: 

SANDA ISLANDS 
The Committee unhesitatingly condemns the so-called "Europa" labels and 

sh eets releasej by private persons for the island of Sancta, Argyllshire. 
Such material is of no philatelic or thematic worth , and is designed exclu

sively to exploit philatelists throughout the world . 

..... an a n A 1Gl PR f?PR an R PR • 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The Editor, 
1/0rient Philatelique, 
P.O. Box 142, 
Cafi1·o. 

Dear Sir, 

I was very interested to see in the July 1962 issue uf L'Orient 
Philatelique the excellent article on the British Post Offices in Egypt 
by Mr. Jean Boulad d'Humieres. Although my Frei",ch is not very strong 
I was able to appreciate that the article is a wonderful summary of 
informati0n about these offices and of course the very fine illustrations 
which accompany i~ are of great assistance. 

As I find I have a few items in my own collection which extend the 
known dates I am supply i.ng the following details which may be of 
interest 

British P .O. at Alexandria 

I.-Circular date stamp of 19.5 to 20 mm of the first type in green, 
with Code Letter A, dated 19th May 1858. This is on a pre-stamp 
entire to London and is particularly interesting as it is also very 
much prior to 2nd August 1859 similar to the one of 5th October 
1858 referred to by note in the article. 

2. -Circular date stamp of 20 mm of the second type, without Code 
Letter, dated 31st March 1878. 

3.-Circular date stamp of the second type, with Code Letter A, dated 
24th July 1876 on a cover and a similar one on piece dated 12th 
November 1876. 

4.-0bliterator B01 with 8 bars on cover dated 26th January 1878 and 
also on cover dated 27th May 1871. 

5.-0bliterator B01 with 6 thick bars on seven part covers all dated 
prior to 19th July 1874, the earliest being 27th July 1873. It is 
also of interest that in three of these, dated 1st March, 31st March 
,and 24th May 1874 respectively, the "4" in 74 is sideways similar 
to that shown in Fig. II in the article. 

6.--0bliterator B01 with 6 thick bars on a cover dated 31st March 1878. 

7.-MORE TO PAY cachet on a piece also bearing Liverpool receiving 
mark dated 15th Sept. 1864. 

I was also pleased to see the Insufficiently Prepaid cachet shown 
on the cover in Fig. 6 as I have not seen it illustrated before but have 
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one on an Egypt-Great Britain combination front with Alexandri& c.d.s. 
dated 17th D cember 1866, the date mentioned by Mr. Boulad as thr 
ea rliest date known for this cachet. 

Yours faithfully , 
Leslie Bowyer 

Philatelic Society of Egypt No. 2662 
Egypt Study Circle No. 98 

Member of O.P.A.L. 

* * * 
FOR.GED OVERPRINT 

By Sanmel A.. Goudsn.,it. O.B.E. 
Jllr . Mehanny Eid, Editor 

L' Orient P hi l atelique 
P. 0. Box 142 

Cairo, Egypt 
Deae Mr. Kid: 

The enclosed addition to ,your in teresting note on th ·3 forgeli 
offic ial overprin t may be of int.erest to Lhe readers of our joumal. 

Sincerely, 
S.A. Goud smit 

Rrookhaven National Laboraton; 
Upton , New YO?'lc 

After reading the article by M. Kid "Dang.2rou s Forger,y of OvNptint" 
in t'he January 1962 issue, I immediately inspected the stamps in my own 
collection. Fortunalel,y the ov.erprint on my copy of the 3 mit: s orauge 
official stamp of 1922 is genuine (see photo). Howevm, I di scovered lhal 
Lhe inverted ov.erp t·int on m y 2 ml1ls green (19J.5, Z·2h eri 1!1b, ScotL AHlil 
Gibbons OJ !Ja) is identical with Lhe forge ry shown in M. Eid's communicu
tion (Se·E photo). His thus likely that thi s same forged overprin t may b2 

found on other stamps as \veil . 



FIRST CANADIAN CONTINGENT TO S!EIR.VE IN EGYPT 

A.ND THE SUU.AN 1884 - 1885 

Hy John !-I.E . GilbeTt (Memb er No. 745) 

We are indebted to 1\1!1'. John Gilber.t for 
fav ou?·ing our Journal with this interesting 
article, w ·hich Teveals an important event in 
the pos.tal history that has never been treated 
before. W e are also thankf1il to Mrs. ()ilbert 
for giving much help in the prepamtion of 
this article. 

Mr. Gilbert was the Chairman of the 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain this 
year, and due to his kind influence and his 
spirit of friendliness, the Congress was a 
great success. The Editor. 

The Egyptian Authorities w ere having trouble in 1881 with the Mahdi 
of Sudan who des troyed every Forc9 that he came up against. It wa:-; 
lh erefore decided to Evacuate the Sudan for the Lime being. 

Thi s .en tailed a big militar.y operation an d Genel'n,l Gordon was 
appointed for the tasl<. He rEached Khartoum -earl.y in 188-i . He soon 
fo und, however, that the only way to secure peace in Egypt was to smash 
~he Mahdi. By the end of May, 1884, thE Mahdi had captured Bel'ber on 
the Nile and thus General Gordon and his troops were compleV~ly cut off. 

The RriLish Govemment decided to send a r-elief expadition under the: 
rli-recbon of Lord W olseley. He decided to send the dismounted portio r. 
of the Force up thE Nile to Khartoum. Large quantil.ies of supplies w er-a 
lost owing- to bad boatmanship, and co-nsiderable t ime was wast-2d. ll 
vvas therefore d-ecided to recruit some Canadian Voyageurs. Some of 
lhES8 Cancdians had -exp2rience under Loru vVolseley during the Canadian 
Red River Exp·3dition of 18'70. ATso, many of them were emplc,yed in 
the Lumber 'l'rade and so had exp-3ri-:mce of rivH work which was very 
valuable in dealing ·with lhe Nile cataracts. Th3 Voyageurs w~l'e paid 40 

Canadian dollars a month and were provid2cl with clothing and rations . 
This was the first time that Canadians had taken part in an overseas War. 

The 380 VoyageUI' who joined the Expedition consisted of 77 Ind !ans, 
36 English and Scottish, 93 French Canadians, J58 ot-her Canadians am! 
16 oth:Jr nationalities. The men r emained civilians -a~though under Army 
orders, disobedience bei rrg- punishable by fine. - They wore their ordinary 
1ype of dress, consisting of smock, trousers and jackEt in dark grey with 
:j larl:ie felt hal. Five Canadian Officers joined them in Eg.ypt. About ::t 
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clozen men mi ssed Lhe train at Ottrl"Wfl ovving to Lhe fact Lhat they had 
imbibEd loo freely! J lowevel·, they w ere put on the 113Ai. train and 
l'eached Montreal in lime to sai l with th3 Contingent on S.S. Oc:mn King 
on September '14th, i88L1 , and they reach ed Alexand;·ia on October 17th. 

The boats which w ere used on th ·3 Nile were of a whaleboat type, 
rd)ouL 32 feel long, 7 fe eL in br.eadth and 2 fEet 8 inches in depth, and they 
were fitted with sails and 12 oars. They W·3r e m ade in many areas of 
Englana and Scot 1and and sen t ouL lo Alexandria, thE fir sL L100 arriving 
liy mid-S-3ptember and a furth er 4.00 by Octob er. 'fhe,y were tak<m by 
rai l as far as Assi.ul, Lhen as cargo on Lhe Nile until Lhe first cnl.aracl 
had bEen passed. They were then floated and lrave:led on the Nile t J 

Canadian Boatm en at bn ali:j'ast . 

\Vady Halfa. The whol e transy;o rt operation was carried out by Thomas 
Cool< and Son. A railway op2rat ed between Wady Halfa and Sarras and 
r ations were carr ied by rail to Sarras and the n by b oat, but Troops 
tcrnbal'l<ed aL G·Emai. IL is interesting to note that owing to a. misunder
standing with Thomas Cook and Son, there was no coal for tunning the 
Nile s~eamers between Novemb3r 6Lh and 10th, .and consequenlly Troops 

and suppliEs were h eld up for 5 days . 

A~ lhe Voyageurs had been engaged fe r 6 months only th ey w ere 
permilt?d to start their retmn journ ey lo Canada in January , 1885. 
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BaTges dischaTging boats on the Nilr at Assouan 

Towing the Whale Boats with troops tluough the fiTst gate 
of the Second Catm·act 

153 
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Volun teErs lo remain for a further period w er.e soug·ht and 89 men did ir1 
fnct stay. They reached Khartoum on January 28th, just 56 hours after 
the town had fallen to the enemy and General Gor·don had bEen killed. 
The Canadians were pr2sent, however, when thE enemy was defeat cl at 
1\irbekan on iOth February, 1885, and one offic.er and 43 men w erE 
ilWardEd the "Kirbekan" clasp to the Campaign Medal, and the Kredivu 
Star . 

As a mark of appr~cialion it \vas arranged for the men to see Gain, 
iirld the Pyramids before lEaving Egypt. The following is a copy of ont~ 

uf the original Army Notices giving details of th·3 tour : 

"'rhe VOYAGEURS ar.e informed that the follo;wing arrang.:m~ n t : ; 

have bet: n made to enable th 2m to see Ca.iro and the Pyramids at th::• 
expense of Her Majesty 's Government. 

The expense has been sanctiontd by the Commander-in-Chi·3f of the 
Expedition in consideration of the excellent s·? rvice p 2rformEd by the 
Voyageurs in thE Sudan, in that they ·have so large~y contributed to th~: 

success of the present campaign for the relief of Q.ener.al Gordon. 

;;<: * * 

At 7 a .m. - SpEcia l train arrives at Boulac Dacrour Station, Cairo, 
\V here breakfast will be ready, and should l}e taken at once to avoid delay 
in starting. 

One pipe and 1j4lb of t0bacco will be issued per man. 

At 8 a.m. - Carriages will bE provided to take th :J VOYAGEURS intu 
Cairo. To prevent confusion, the VOYAGEURS will proc·: ed in detach
ments of about eight oarriages at a time, and passing Kasr-el-Nil Bridg.e, 
the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks, Abclin SquarE and Palace, the Mosque Sultan 
Hassan they will be driven to the Citadel and Mosque of Mohamed Ali. 
where guides will be in attendance . 

ThE parties will return by the Native Bazaar and Mousl\i to the Esbel ... 
Gardens, thence to Kasr-el-Nil Bridge, Gizeh and the P,yramids . 

At 2 p.m. - Dinner will be provided at the Pyramids, viz : a portion 
01' meat, vegetables, chEese, bread ana fruit, with one bottle of beer or 
ginger ale pe-r man upon the production of the co1omed ticket. 

Special guides, assisted by Bedouins of thco Libyan Desert, will be in 
attendance to assist parties in ascending the Gr~at Pyramid, and in visiting 
Lhe Sphinx, i he tombs, and other objects of inler Est. 

At 4 p.'m. - The return will begin to Boul.ac Dacrom, where supper 
will be provided. 

At 6.30 p.m. - The train will leav,e for Alexandria. 
At 6 a.m., 5th inst. - The train reaches Alexandria. 
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N.B. i. A military guard will be at the Railway StaLion Lo take charge 
of all baggage, etc. 

2. A Staff Officer of the ExpediL:onary Fotce will be present , to 
whom all enqui l"i es should be address~:d. 

3. The Office t·s and For-eman are respons ible lha t all the VOYA
GEURS a.dhne to the Pr·ogramme laid down, except with the 
special permission of the Slaff Officer. 

* * * 
The Canadian Voyageurs retumed to Canada by way of England and 

would havE been receiv-ed by Qm~en Victoria at Winds~::n' but for the fact 
!hat it was inadvisable owing Lo an outbreak of smallpox among th·3 men. 

It will be seen that the who~e Expedition last-ed only about 6 months. 
This, coupled with the fact that a great many of the b JatmE.n were illi 
Leut.e, makes it understandable that, of the letters which passed h?twe~: n 

the Voyageurs and their relativ~:s in Canada, only a fevv an'l known to 
have survived and these axe practically all fl"om or to the Offic.e.rs of the 
Expedition. Of the 380 men who snved, 6 are lmown to have be.en drown
t:d, 2 were killed by falling from a train , and 6 died from disease. 

Litile is known about the carrying of mail, but prasumably it 
lravell€d the same route as the rations, i.e. by train from Alexandria 
Lo Assiut, by steamer (two were being operated on the Nile by the Navy 
with the help of 8 Canadian vVheelsmtn) to Wady Halfa, by tr.ain from 
there lo Sarras and then again by steamer, m a lternat-ively, all the way 
liy steamer while this suvice was op·srating . No special Postal ar.range
ments were made, and no d-:Jtachment of the Army Postal Corps accom
panied the troops. 

The Canadian Officer in charge of thE. Voyageurs was Lt. Colonel F .C 
Denison. In his diary he records having r-eceived letters on arrival aL 
Alexandria from R.J. Moss & Co., to whom they were assign~:d. He re
ceived letters fwm Canada on 27th October, 2nd , J.9th and 20th November, 
.l884, the latter being delivtt'ed by mule from Lhe camp at. Sarkamatto. 
Ho received his Christmas mail by boat on 4t-h January, 1885, when sta
tioned near Sheeban. He sent lEtters to Canada on 10Lh March, :L885, from 
1\odi and received lelters on 29th March, 1883 at Wady Halfa. 

The Canadian Officers wh o were with Lh£ Voyagems in Egypt were . 
Ll. Colonel F.C . Denison Commanding Officer. Second son of Co-

(Governol' Gen·2ral 's Body lonel G.T. Dmison. Bom 1846 An Alder-
Guard, Ontario) 

Capt. T-elmont Aumond 
(Governor General's Foot 
Guc.rds) 

man of Toronto .and a Barrister. Awarded 
C.M.G., for his snvices in the Campaign. 
French Canadian. Civil Servant, described 
as a "rough diamond" but experienced m 
river worl{. 
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Capt. Alexander C. MacRae 
(7th Battalion Fus iliers) 

Capt. E.E.A. Denison 
(3rd Battalion South Staffs ) 

Surge :::n-Maj J t' J .L.H . Neilson 
("B" Battny Canadian 
Artillery) 

Ll. co:on-21 W.N. Kennedy 
(90th "Winnip ~g" Battalion 
R ifl es ) 

Sergea nt G.P . Laba t 
("B" Battery Canadian 
Rifles ) 

Abbe A. Bouchard 

l.i'rom London, Ontario. 
V ry experienced in riv..: r work. 
YoungEst sJn of Col. G.T. Denison j in 'ld 
the Exp:;dilion in Egypt having paid his 
own expenses. Di.2d on route to Canada 
in 1886, aged 25. 
Medical Office r . Born 1845. Became firsL 
Director General of militi a mEdical services 
in 1898. 
Paymaster. Bot' tt 1839. Di2d of smallp.Gx 
in London on his way back to Canada in 
1885 . 
H c spital Set geant . 

Roman Catho: ic Chaplain. Member of ·1 

m ission with Headquarters in Cairo. Had 
a good knowledge of Egypt. Ranked as 
Captain . 

Of the few covers and postcards known to have survived , the foll uwing 
is a firs t attempt at trying to record fhem ; and , as will be observEd, there 
are only four i l:lms recorded despatched from Egypt to Canada and eight 
it.ems fro m Canada to Egypt : 

PROM CANADA TO EGYP'l, . 

E .S .C. No. '/0 (Gil bert Collection) 
Cover fr drn Canada to Egypt , da ted December 2nd, 1884. 



}'ROM EG\'"PT TO CANADA. 

E.S. C. No. 2 (GilbeTL Co/l Pction) 

FTonL and Teverse of Posfc(tTd jTom Egypt to Canada, 

dated 22nd Nov em.beT, 1884. 
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L.etter 
E.S.C. Collector's DatE or 
Number Name Posted Post 

Card 

No . 1 V.G. Grem 22 Nov. 1884 P.C. 
(Toronto) 
Canada 

No. 2 J .H.E . Gilbert 22 Nov. i 88!1 P .C. 
(London) 
England 

No. 3 C. De Volpi 12 Dec. 1884 P.C. 
(Montreal) 
Canada 

No. 4 J.H. Danson 13 Jan . 1885 Letter 
(We.stmoreland) 
England 

CANADIAN VOYtA.GEURS 

ReeJrd of Oovers and P'os;t Cards 

Postal 
Ha~e 

20 Paras 

20 Paras 

20 Paras 

Addressee 

Mrs. J .M. Delamere 
24, Cecil Street, 
Toronto 

Mrs. Macl<enzif.. 
26, John Street, 
Toronto 

Mrs. J .M. Delamere 
18, Cecil S tree t, 
Toronto 

"On Active Henry Nason, ESQ. , 
Service" B.A., L.L.B., 
"No Stamps 469, Main Street, 

Procurable" 
? 10 Cents 

(Postage 
Due) 

Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

R.eco1rd 01f O(}ve1.1s and Plost Cards 

o. 5 E. Hichardson 4 Oct. 188£• Letter 5 Cents Surgeon Major Neilson 
Canadian Voyageurs 
Nik Expedition, 
Cairo. 

(Texas) 
U.S .I\ . 

(If Moved Onwards 
Please Forward) 
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1884 Nll..E EXPEDITION 

sent fcom Egypt to Canada 

C"imcellati·ons 

Front 

C.D.S. 
Wadi-Halfa 
22 No. 84 IV 

C.D.S. 
Wadi-Halfa 
22 No. 84 IV 
C.D.S. (Red ) London 

C.D.S. 
Wadi-Halfa 
? 84 small C.D.S. 
London 1 Jan. 12 85 

C.D.S. 
Wadi-I-Ialfa 
13 Jan. 85 

Back 

C.D.S. Alexandrie 
2q No. T1. 
!\nivee 

Small C.D.S London 
Jan. 27 1885 
C. D.S. Hamilton 
Canada Feb. 9 1885 

Winnipeg Canada 
Ftb. L5 1885 

S~ent from Ca.nada to Egypt 

5 Cents Small 
Queen, C.D.S. 
Quebec Oct. 4 i884 

REmarks 

From : Captain E.E.A. Denison 
Young2st son of Commanding 

Officer. Died on return route to 
Canada in 1886. Aged 25. 

As above. 

From : Lt. Colonel F.C. Denison, 
C.M.G. Commanding Officer. 

Also an Aldtrman of Toronto 
and a Barrister. 

From : C. Nofallum. Canadian 
Boatman. 
The only recordEd letter sent 

by .a Canadian Boalman-pmEib
J,y illiterate-wTitten on his be
half by Surg3on Major Neilson 
and without a stamp, but has a 
Postage Due marl<ings (Taxed 
10 Cents? on Arrival) (Orange 
colomed envE.lope) Abu Fatmah 
lies at the south end of the third 
cataract. 

Forwarding Remarks on Cover 
Wady Halfa cross2d out and 

for'Nard·ed to T·angour Hospital 
with pencil note indicating it 
was received at Tangour on 
6 Jan. 85. 



No. 6 P.A.S. Smith ? Oct. 1884 Letter 
(Ann Arbor) 
Mich. 
lJ.S.i\ 

No. 7 L.W. Sharpe 1 Nov. 1884 Letter 
(Hami~to : 1 

Ony.) 
Canada 

No 8 V.G. Green 7 Nov. 1884 Letter 
(Toronto) 
Canada 

No. 9L.W. Sharpe 21 NC•V. 1884 Lellet' 
(Hamilton 
Ont.) 
Canada 

No. 10 J.H.E. Gi:b ert 2 Dec. 1884 Letter 
(London) 
England 

No. 11 C. De Volpi 4 Dec. 1884 Let! er 
(Montreal) 
Canada 

·No. 12 E. Richardson ? Lettet· 
(Texas) 
U.S.A. 

3 Cents 

5 Cents 

5 Cents 

5 Cents 

5 Cents 

;) Cents 

5 Cents 

Dl'. Nei~son 

Canadian Voyageurs, 
Cairo. 

Smg2on Major Nei 1 ~ on 

Canadi;m Voyag _urs 
Khartoum Expedition 
Wady Ha: fa, Egypt. 

(If en Rout.e Pl ease 
Forward) 

Surgeon Major Neilson 
Canadian Continent 
Voyagnn·s , Wady 
Halfa, Egypt. 

Surgeon Major Neilson 
CanadiaJ Voyageurs 
Khartoum Expedition 
Wady Halfa, Egypt. 

(Wady Halfa has been 
crossed out and r·2-
quest to forward on 
to Tangour Hospital) 

Surgeon Ma.i:or Neilson 
Canadian Voyageurs 
·wady Halfa , Egypt. 
(To be Forwarded) 

Surgeon Major NEi~wn 
Canadian Voyagsurs 

Ni :e Expedition Wady 
Halfa, Egypt. 
(To be Forward od) 

Surgeon Major NEilson 
Canadian ContingenL 
of Voyageur , Wady 
Half a, Egypt. 



MontrEal and 
Winnipeg 

3 Ringed 
Quebec 

C.D .S. 
Kingston, Canada 
Nov. '7 1884 

? 

Canadian 3 
Circle 
Cancellation 
No. 7 

C.D.S. Quebec 
Dec. 4 1884 

Kingston 
Duplex 
No. 27 

Duplex 
Cancellation of 
Quebec City 

C.D.S. (ln Re D) 
London MP No. 18 

8!1 

Cairo C.D.S. 

C. D.S. Quebec 
Canada Dec. 2 1884 
C.D.S. Caire 
24 De 84 T IV 
Anivee 

London 
Dec. 15 1884 
Cairo C.D.S. 
23 Dec. 1884 
Arrivee 

ForwardEd from Cairo to 
Wady Halfa and then to G-2mi. 
2-10 Para and 20 Para Egyptian 
Pos tage Due stamps - pair can
ceJ ed at Cairo -- the other at 
Wady I-Ialfa. 

E:mboss~d Crest in blue on 
back of cover "The Regiment 
of Canadian ArLillny". Letter 
enclosed wri Lten in English -
"I was told in the Brigade Office 
that Surgeon Major Neils ~n had 
made himself invaluable in 
assisting in the transport and 
disciplining of our gallant vo
yageurs" . 

Pencil note stabng lEtter was 
received on Jan. 10th 1885. 

vVrilten in pencil manuscript 
"Hospital Tangour" 

Written in pencil manuscrip t 
"Hospita l Tangour" 

Wady Halfa crossed out and 
fonvarded to Tangour HospitaL 
Pencil note to say it was re
cEived at Tangour on Jan. 6th 
1885. 
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NOTES: 

No. 11 was written on behalf of one of the boatmen by the doctor ot 
the Expedition. 

All known letters sent to Egyp t from Canada w Ere addressed to the 
doctor - Surgeon Major Neilson - and it is possible from the forwarding 
addresses and dates on th2se letters to follow hi s progress up thE Nile . 
Postal rate from Egyp t to Canad a for postcards was 20 Paras and from 
Canada to Egypt for letters the rate was 5 Cents. 

This is a synopsis of all that is known so far of the corrEspondence 
connected with th2 Canadian Voyageurs' Expedition and my thanks are 
due to all collectors who have given me informa tion. I would be most 
grateful for any further information concuning other correspondence for 
record purposes. 

(The followin g works of reference have been of great help : "The Nil~ 

Voyageurs, 1884-85" by C.P. Stacey, publicat ion of th2 Champlain Society , 
ArticlEs by E. Richardson in "Covers", November , 1958 ; "Postal History 
of the Sudan 1873-98" by Lt. Col. J.R. Danson , MA., M.C ., T.D ., in Society 
of Postal Historians "Postscript", July 1952. The Illustrated London News , 
18811 and 1885) . 

M. HAGOPIAN 
« PHILATELISTS STORES » 

R.C. 411 Le Caire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

Membre P.T.S. 592 S.P.E. 334 

VENTE - ACHAT - EOHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PAYS 

16, Rue Abdel .Khalek Saroit - Le Caire 
ler etage, bureau No. 9 

(au dessous de la "Societe Philatelique d'Egypte" 1. 
M;; 5 31 
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ANTOINE N. SFAKIANOS 
"THE EGYPTIAN STAMP MARKET" 

52, Rue Abdel Kha.Jek Saroit, CAIRO 

P .O. Box 837 - - R.C.C. No 83772 

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTION 

WHOLESALE ONLY 

DEALERS: 

KINDLY APPLY FOR MY 
WHOLESALE PRICE LIST 

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR NEW ISSUES 

-------------·--·-·------·-····----"-····-·······-----· 

c;_, '='" ... ,fl--' c..:-· t,;,:._., !J 
~_J.)gl.t. ( .. 

~Y'cJ;i.> · ~~"'~~- (Li"'~' 
0\i.i'\ C)~ 1\AIII_,.-b.~,r 

ZINCOGRAPHIE SPHINX 

2 0 . R U E D 0 U 8 R E 

ATELIER MODERNE · TRAVAIL SOIGNE 
PROMPTITUDE DANS LES LIVRAISONS 

R . C.C . 88111 TEL . 51442. 



STATISTICAL INFORMATION ON PRINTING DATES OF COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES ...... 
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PRINTED BY THE POSTAL AUTHORITY P RESS. 
..,. 

Number at Position at 
Date at Occasion Value Stamps Printing Dates Dates on 
Issue m j ms printed Shown on Sheets Sheets 

26.7.1961 5th Ann. of Nationalization of 10 2,067,300 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, B.L. 
Suez Canal Company. 23, 24 VII 61. 

15 .11.1961 Help to Preserve Nubia 's Tern- 10 2,057,650 8, 9, 10, 11 T.L. t:-' ples. XI61. 6 
23.12.1961 Victory Day. 

::0 
10 2,032,800 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 , T .R. H 

t_:!:j 
12 XII 61. z 

1-'3 
23.12.1961 Victory D ay 10 315,070 12, 13 XII 61. T.R. 'lj 

(P a lestine issue ) ::r: 
H 

27.12.1961 Son & Lumiere. 16, 17 XII 61. B.R. 
t:-' 

10 2,094,250 ;l> 
1-'3 

/ 2.1.1962 Post Day. 10 2,077,600 24, 25, 26 , 27 T .R . t_:!:j 
t:-' 

XII 61. H 
8) 

4.1.1962 African Charter of 10 2,046 ,600 25, 26, 27 XII 61. B.R. 
q 
t_:!:j 

Casablanca. 

23.3.1962 Meteorological Day. 60 600,550 14, 17, 18 III 62 . B.L. 

24.6 .1962 Dr. Theodor Bilharz. 10 2,000,0G'O 13, 14, 15 VI 62. B .L. 

1.7.1962 P atrice Lumumba. 10 601,000 29 V 62. T.L. 
0 

10.7.1962 The Charter. 10 1,995,000 3, 4, 5, 7 VII 62. B .L . n 
M-
0 
0' .... 

23.7.1962 10th Ann. of R evolution : 
et> 

...... 
<0 

1) Birth of R evolution. 10 1,001 ,630 16, 17, 18, 24 VI 62. B.L. 
0> 
!>.:> 



2) Proclamation of the 
Republic. 

3) Agrarian Reform Law. 

4) Bandung Conference. 
~ 

5) Birth of the U.A.R. 

6) Industrialization. 

7 ) The High Dam. 

8 ) The Social Revolution. 

9) Imperforated miniature 
sheet. 

10) P erforated miniature 
sheet. 

24.7.1962 Moukhtar Museum. 

15.8.1962 Algeria. 

1.9.1962 U.A.R. Rocket. 

18.9.1962 I st. All Africa Table-Tennis 
Championships 
se tenant to : 

18.9.1962 38th World Shooting 
Championships. 

T .L.=Top-left. T .R.=Top-right 

10 1,000,020 28, 29, 30 VI 62. 

10 1,000,230 15, 16, 17, 23 VI 62. 

10 1,000,370 21, 23, 24 VI 62. 

10 991,725 4, 5, 6, 7, 14 VII 62. 

10 999,985 13, 14, 20 VI 62. 

10 1,003,475 6, 7, 8 VII 62. 

10 1,000,615 26, 27, 28 VI 62. 

100 203,720 No date . 

100 196,000 No date . 

10 2,001,900 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 VI 62. 

10 2,040,000 5, 6, 9 VIII 62. 

10 2,000,000 25, 26, 27 , 29 
VIII 62. 

5 612,010 8, 9 IX 62. 
10 612,010 10, 11, 12 IX 62. 
35 611,170 22, 23, 25 VIII 62. 

5 612,010 8, 9 IX 62. 
10 ll12,010 10, 11, 12, IX 62. 
35 611.170 22, 23, 25 VIII 62. 
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LES BUREAUX POST~ UX ETRIANGERS EN EGYPTE 

LES BUREAUX RUSSES 

par Jean BOULAD d'HUMIERES. F.R.P.S.L. 

Membre Correspondant de l'Academie de Philatelic, Paris. 

A?·ticle pam dans le Journal Philatelique 
Suisse de Decembre ·I 959, complete et mis a 
jour (t l'intention des specialistes d'Egypte et 
reproduit ici avec l' autorisation des aute~trs et 
de editews. 

N.D.L.R. 

Pal'lni les bureaux poslaux etrangtrs etablis en Egypte au i9• siecle, 
les deux bureaux russes d 'Alexandrie et de Port-Sai:d etaient c.ertainement 
lE:s mains connus en raison du peu de documentation .et de materiel trouves 
et reuni s a ce jour. 

Les fervfmts specialisles de l 'histoire postale de l'Egyple qui forment 
l'"Egypt Study Circle" il. Londres Et la "Societe Philatelique d'Egypte" au 
Caire n'ont fait qu '£ffleurer l'etude de ce sujet sans m·r.iver helas a beau
coup de resultats concrets. 

Il a fallu l'ardeur, l'·Enthousiasme, la te.nacite et la science 8xtraordi
naires de deux amateurs de langue anglaise, MM. S. D. Tchilinghirian 
et W. S. E. Stephen, taus deux merrnbres de la "Beitish Socidy of Russian 
Philately" a Londees, pour oser entr.eprendl'e depuis 1957 l'etud£ appro
fondie des timbres et d es bureaux postaux de l'Empir€ Russe a l'etranger 
(il y en a plus de 300 repartis au Levant, en Europe et en Asie). Main
Lt-nant les specialistes d 'Egypte ont enfin une documentation precise, irre
futab le et .aussi complete que possible sur le suj.et qui les interesse. 

Signalons que l'ensemble de cdte remarquable etude (i) - qui pourrait 
servir de modele a tous les iravaux de ce genr.e a l'avenir - · s'etend sur 
six volumEs, ne comprend pas moins de 950 reproductions de cachets 
postaux en grandeur reelle et de nombreuses cartes et gravures, peut etre 
obtenu en s'adrEssant a M. A. A. Kronenberg a Binning~m (Bale) ou ;\ 
M. Morgoulis a Paris qui en sont les depositaires, ou encore a M. W. S. E. 
Stephen, 94, High St1~eet, Aberlour (Banffshire) Ecosse . 

. (1) Stamps ot the Russian Empire Used Abroad, Paris I / VI, by S. D. Tchilin
ghirian & W. S. E . Stephen, publie par The British So~:iety of Russian 
Philately, London. 
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Le prix dE chaque volume est de 30/ - ; les six volumes valent L. St. Q, 

Avec l'autorisation des auteurs, nous sommes heureux d 'offrir, aux 
lecteurs de ce journal, un condense en frangais entieremwt mis a jour, 
du chapitre concernant les bureaux russes d'E g(Ypte it AlexandriE et 
Port-Sai:d. 

Nous conseillons cependant aux amateurs qui desireraient avoir da
vantage de details, dE consulter l'ouvrage proprement dit ; il se lit f.acile
ment et aussi agreablement qu 'un traite d 'hi stoire ou de geographic. 

Nous avons ajoute <{a et la quelques petites informations comp·lemen · 
luir-Es provenant de notre documentation personnelle ; elles ne nuisent en 
rien a la valeur remarquable de ce travai l , elles le completent seulemen ~ 

dans une tres petitE proportion. 

Pourquori des Bureaux Postaux Russes en Egypte 

C'est en vertu du traite passe a Kuchuk Kainarj.i le H / 22 juillet i774 
entre le Sultan Abdel Hamid I de Turquie .et .la Tzarine Cathuine II de 
Russie, que furent ouverts dans l'Empire Ottoman des Bureaux Postaux 
RussEs. 

L'Egypte, faisan t al01·s partie de cet Empi1~e , eut aussi sa contribution 
postale puisque deux bureaux y furent successivement ouve-rts, lE premier 
n Alexanurie en 1857, le second a Port-Sai:d en L867. 

Ils furmt fermes le 1er octobre 1875 a Ja suite de l 'entree en vigueur 
le 1er juillet 1875 de l'accord de l'Union Postale Universelle dont l'Egypte 
et la Russie etaient signataires. 

CettE renonciation pal' la Russie a ete consen tie .le 18 aout 1875 a la 
suite de negociations a l'amiable, moyennant paiement par l 'Egypte d 'une 
indemnite de 2000 Livres egyptiennes . 

Lignes Russes de Navigllition Mariti:me,. toucllailllt l'Egypte 

A la fin du siecle dErnier trois compagnies russes de navigatior1 
desservaient 1 'Eg,ypte : 

la R.O.P.I.T. 
la FlotLe Volontaire 
la R .V.A.P . 

L1 R.O.P.I.T. etait, de loin , la plus importante. 

LA COMPAGNIE RUSSE DE NAVIGATION A VAPEUR ET DE 
COMME-RCE - RUSSKOE OBSHCHESTVO PAROKHODSTVA I TORGOVLI 
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- plus connue par ses initiales russes "ROPIT" a ele fondee en i856 par 
Nicolai Areas d Nicolai Novoselski avec l 'appui financier du Grand Due 
Constantin Nicolaievich et d'autres membres de la famill e imperiale. Ave~ 
des actionnaires aussi pui sants la Compagnie s'imposa rapidement corn 
me la plus importan t.E entre prise maritime russe et le t es ta jusqu' au bout. 

Voici les lmis !ignes qui desservaient l 'Egypte, elles avaient chacunt> 
Odessa cornme port d 'attache . 

Ligne post ale des cotes de la iVIedilenanee ( seTvice accele?"e) : Odessa, 
Constantinople, Salonique, Le Piree, Alexandrie, Port-Sai:d (a partir d" 
1867), J.affa, Beyrouth, Alexandrette, Mersine, Srnyrne, MytilenE, Cons 
tantinople, Samsoun, Trebizonde, Batoum et vice-versa. 

Lignc postale des cotes de la Medilenanee (itineTaiTe allonge) : Odessa, 
Constantinople, Dardanelles , Mytilene, Smyme, Chio, Mersine, Alexan
drette, Lattakieh, Tripoli, Beyrouth, Halfa, Jaffa, Port-Sai:d U:t partir dE 
1867), Alexandrie, Le Piree, Salonique, Mont-Athos, Constantinople, Ine· 
boli, Sinope , Samsoun, Ordu, I\.erassunde, Trebizonde, Rizeh, Batourn et 
vier-versa. Des escales facultaLives etaient prevues a Makaronia, Chesrne, 
H.hodes, Tarse, Acre, Candie, Volo, Cavalle, Port-Lagos , Dedeagach, Gal
lipoli, Kustendje, Sulina, Tulcea, etc. 

Ligne Tapide Odessa - A..lexandTie : service hEbdornadaire via Odessa, 
Constantinople, Smyrne, Le Piree, Alexandrie et retour. 

La "FLOTTE VOLONTAIRE" fot'mnl€ racourcie de "TOVARISH
CHESTVO DOBROVOLNOGO FLOTA" (Association de la Flotte Volon
taire), ,dont les navires touchaient Port-Sai:d, effectuait un servioo regulier 
r:utre Odessa EL les ports de l'Extreme-Orient, avec escales a Constantinople, 
Pod-Sai:d, Aden (ou Perim ), Colombo, Singapour, Hong-Kong, Shanghai, 
Port-Arthur (jusqu 'en i904), Nagasal<i et Vladivostok. 

La ligne principale de la R.V .A.P . .assmait une liaison similaire entr2 
les ports russes de la Baltique et l'Extreme-Orient, et ses navir.es touchaient 
t~galement Port-Sa1d. L'itineraire de St. Petersbomg (ou Libau er1 
h ivcr) a Vladivoslok comprenait des escales a CopenhaguE, Port-Sai:d, 
;\ den, Colombo, Singapom, Canton, Hong-Kong, Shanghai, Nagasaki et 
occasionnellement Chefoo, Tien-Tsin et Port-Atthur (jusqu'en 19011). 

Le Service P10staJ Russe au Levant 

Des lE debut de la creation de la ROPIT , ses agences dans les puns 
crescale au Levant acceplerent la correspondance et frapperent de leurs 
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propreS t;uC11ets les plis qui leur etaimt ainsi confies ; par contre les de
r eches des agences consulaires russes dans ces ports elaient transmises 
nvr.malemenL 

LEs premiers timbres-poste russes ont ete emis le I j13 janvier i858, 
mais ne furent pas mi s en venle dans les bureaux postaux consulaires ii 
l 'etranger avant le 12 j 2I1 novembre J 862 . 

Le 1/ 13 janvier 1863 un contral de dEUx ans "a titre d 'essai" pass~ 

entre !'Administration Postale Russe et la ROPIT , reglemen tant, le service 
;;ostal entre la metrcp ol£ et les bureaux du Levant est entre en vigueur 
(la. circulaire postale No. 5 du 12f24 nov·embre 1862 conti:mt le texte in
tegral de cet accord l. 

Il y etait notamment stipule : 

Par. 1 - La ROPIT effectuera a parti r du 1er janvier 1863 la trans
mission du courrier ol'dinaire de Russi·e a Constantinop~e et les autres 
ports du Levant ou ses bateaux font escale, ou fEraient escale· iJ. l'avenir, 
e~ vice-v.ersa. 

Pm·. 2 - Le bureau dE poste "Frontiere" d'Odessa et le bur.eau con
sulaire de Constantinople ag iront comme Agents de Livraison etj ou d :> 
Reception vis-a-vis de la ROPIT . 

Par. 3 - Ces bureaux .acc·epteront la correspondance pour Batoum, 
Trebizonde, Mytilene, Smyrne, Mersine , Alexandrette, Beyrouth, Jaffa, 
Alexandrie, Athenes Et Salonique. 

Pea. 4 - L 'affranchi ssemenL est fixe a 20 k. par lettre de RussiE a 
Constantinople et les porls du Levant et vice-vel'sa en plus du droit de 
JO k. par lEtlre pour le pod a l'interi eur de l'Empire Russe jusqu'a Odessa, 
'l'aganrog, etc ., et vice-versa. 

Pour les imprimes l 'affnmchissement es t fixe a 6 le pour la trans- . 
mission maritime, plus 4 l<. pal' pli pour les transpor ts a l'interieur du pays 
jusqu 'a Odessa, Taganrog, de., et vice-vErsa. 

Par. 5 -- 'I'ous ces plis doivent obligatoirement etre affranchis ; ceux 
qui ne le sel'aient pas ne sEront pas achemines. 

Cependant, les lettrEs non affranchies deposees dans les boites aux 
lettres a bord des bateaux seront transmis.es, mai s les destinataires devronl 
payer unE double taXce (4.0 k. au lieu d€ 20 k.). 
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PaT. 6 ~ La reception, !'expedition et la remis-e du courrier dans les 
ports du Levant (a !'exception de Constantinople, Jaffa et Jerusalem) ainsi 
que la venbe des timbr-es-poste seront confiees par la Compagnie a ses 
Agents qui doivent a voir en leur possession les cachets speciaux qu ' il :: 
ont rf:,gu de ! 'Administration postale pour indiquer l 'origine et la dale 
d 'expedition des lettres. 

PaT. 7 Les lettres et les imprimes d·oivent etre affranchis avec 
les timbres en usage en Russi·£. 

PaT. 8 -· 

PaT. 9 - ll esl prevu quE. des boites a letlres seront nmenagePs a 
bord de chuque bateau. 

Pm·. '10 , I i 

PaT . l2 - La Compagnie recevra 25 % des recettes a titre de remune· 
ration paur le transport maritimE. du courrier . 

* * * 

Ce contrat confer.ait .aux Agences et aux Navires de la ROPIT le statut 
de Bureaux Postaux officiel s de ! 'Administration des Postes de Russit: pour 
tout ce qui concernait le courrier de et pour la Russie . 

En execution dE cet accord, les Agences de la ROPIT (et ses navires 
probablement aussi) fur.ent approvisionnes en timbres-poste de Russie. 

En outr.e, le 12 / 24 decembr-e 1862 onze cachets semb:ables au modele 
rt]ors en usage en Russie - triangle dE points epointe aux trois extremites 
nvec au centre un numero de serie - allant de 777 a 787 furent attribues 
aux ports mentionnes dans le Par. 3 du contrat, pour obliterer lt.s timbres. 
- Le numero d' Alexandrie etait "785". 

En meme temps que ces cache ts triangulaires, onze cachets a date ci1·· 
culctirEs portant le nom de chaque Agence precede du mot "PORT" furent 
aussi livres a la ROPIT pour etre frappes sur les lettres ell-es-memes. 

Les ports dans lesquels la ROPIT avait des Agences etaient bien plus 
nombr-E ux que les onze bureaux ·approvisionnes en eachets speciaux ; la 
liste eompl·ete de ees Agenees n 'a pas encore pu et.re etablie. 

En tous cas, comme signale plus haul , le contrat elait limite au cour
rier de ou a destination dE. la Russie, et la ROPIT avait ete laissee libre 
de transporter du courrier pour son eompte tmlre les ports du Levant 
desservis par ses navires. EJl.E le faisait d 'ailleurs depuis le debut de sa 
creation e,t continua a le faire en 1863 et 1864 entre tous les ports, nieme 
J affa et Constantinople. 
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Dans oEs cas la ROPlT u tilisait ses propres cachets a date pour annu
l r l·Es timbres-poste russes cu pour marquer le paiement des droits sur 
les letlres sans timbres . Ces cachEts sont tres nombr.eux : nom de la 
Compagnie, losange de points muet, FRANCO, par exemple (Fig. i ) 

t:OMPA llUSSE 

18 I ~59 
e:oNsr· 'N'l'llVOPLE 

.... ~~::. ••••• ••• 
·~ . ·~:--· • FRANCO 

Fig. 1 - Quelqu.es-uns des cachets utilises pat la ROPIT sw· les plis 
transportes a son compte entTe deux ports du Levant. 

t$ :i!.~· 
Le contrat de deux ans qui Expirait en fin 1861! ne fut pas renouvele 

immediatement. Aussi la ROPIT emit-elle ses wopres timbres des i865 ; 
il y avaif deux V·aleurs, 2 et 20 k. (vendues a 10 pat·aSI et 2 piastr.es resp·2 C-
tivement dans les Agences du Levant). 

11 y eut plusiems impr.essions Entre i865 el 1867 ; elles sont longue
ment decrites dans les principaux catalogues. 

Les timbres-poste de Ru ssie en vente a la memE epoque dans les 
Agences de la ROPIT elaient ceux de la Metropole : iO, 20 Et 30 k. et aussi 
un tout special de 6 k. de grand format (genera.lement catalogue comme 
etant le No. :L du Levant Russe) emis par lEs Pos t2s imperiales pour payer 
l'affranchissement a 6 le pl'evu pour les imprimes confies a la ROPIT. 

Les lettres postees dans les Agences de la ROPIT ou a bord des ba
tEaux de cette Compagnie eiaien t normalem ;:mt affranc.hies avec ses tim
bres speciaux, mais cependant le 6 k. continuai t a etre uti.Iise par la 
Compagnie tandis que les lett.res remises a bord des navires et affranchi€s 
avec des timbres de Russ·ie et.ai Ent egalement accepLees et transmises sem
ble-i-il sans etre taxees. 

A dat.er -du i f i3 mai i868 un nouveau contrat avec la ROPIT fu t 
mi s en vigueur ; il accordait aux Agences -dE cette Compagnie le statut de 
BURI~AUX POSTAUX RUSSES •En terr-it'Oire etranger . 

De nouv-ea ux timbres-po;;te speciaux furent emis par les Postes Im
perialE:s pour etre utilises en li eu ·et place de ceux de la Compagnie ; l' ins · 
cription russe qui y figure signifie "CORRESPONDANCE DU LE
VANT" (Fig. 2). 

Avec !'entree en vig-utut' de oe nouvel accord , les tarifs etablis par 
la ROPIT cesserent d 'etre appliques et remplaces par ceux de Russie : 
1, 2, 3, 5 et iO k. , ce dernin mont.ant representant le port d 'une lettre 
ordinaire dont le poids ne depasse pas i lo~ (i2,8 gr.). 
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Fig . 2 - Les cinq h 12issions de timbres-poste qui ont ete utilisees 
clans les bureaux d'Egypte 

En 1875 le port d'une leLtre a destination de l'inlerieur de l'Empirc 
fut reduit a 8 l<. et les bur·eaux de la HOPIT vendirent durant assez 
longtEmps les timbres de i O k . pour 8 k. en attendant !'impression d'un 
nouveau tirnbre de 8 k. Cependant en 1876 le stock dispo.nible au bur.eau 
de Constantinople fut surcharge du chiffre "8" representant la nouvellE 
valem. Vers 1879 le port fut encore reduil a 7 k. et les timbres de iO k. 
fur-En l a nouveau vendus a ce nouveau prix sans aucune surcharge spe
ciale dans tous les bureaux de la ROPIT, mai.s a Constantinople et a 
Be,yrouth un chiffre "'7" fut applique en surcharge sur les quanlites exis
tantes dans ces deux bur·Eaux . En :l890 le port de la }ettre fut a nouveau 
ramene ~t iO 1<. et un nouveau timbre de ,oo tte valeur fut imprime dans 
une couleur non fugitive. 

l!.:ntre-kmps les bureaux d' Alexandrie e t d-e Por t-Sai:d avaient ete 
fermes le 1er octobre 18'75. 

Le Bureau Postal d' Alexandl'ie 

L'ouverture de l'Ag.ence postale russe cl 'Alexandrie, geree par l'agEnt 
de la ROPIT clans ceUe vi lle, date dE 1857. En 1867, ce bureau se trouvait 
au No. 26 de la Place des Consuls (.actuellement Place Mohamed Aly) et 
le dit'c cteur en etait M. de Goulak. 

L'Agence postale a ete fermee le !er octobr.e 18'75, mais !':1gence mari
time de la ROPIT a continue d'Bxisler jusqu'm 1!H4. 

Jusqu'en 1862 le counier postal transmis par cetle .agence n'etait pro
bablement pas affranchi , en tous cas les auLEms n 'ont pas encore eu con · 
naissance de plis de cett.e epoque . 
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Les timbres-poste russes ont ele utilises des le debut dE 1863 lorsque 
J 'agence ROPIT en fut pourvue en meme temps que de·s cachets, ob~iteran£s 
speciaux : tt·iangl·e de points avec chiffres 785 et cachets a date circulaire 
avec "PORT ALEKSANDRIYA. " 

Les timbres de la ROPIT parment en 1865 et ceux du Levant Russe 
en 1868 ; cependant les timbres dE Russie pouvaienl t.ou jours etre utilises 
pour l'affranchissemenl , ils devraient se rencontrer notamment, sur des 
lettres postees a bord des navires duranl ].95 ·SSCales. 

Apres 1865 les lettres non affranchies circulant d 'un port du LEvant a 
un .autre port du Levant conlinuerent a etre acceptees. 

L'on ne connait encore qu'un petit nombre dE lettres prov.enant de ce 
bureau, et poulant le volume du courrier expedie d'Alexandrie a certainE
ment du etr-e important. 

L'obliteration d 'Alexandrie est tres rarE sur les timbr·es isoles de Russie, 
assez rare sur ceux de la BOPJT, main moyennement rare sur C9UX du 
L-evant Russe. 

Marques Postales 

Lettns "P .P." epaisses, en bleu (fig. 253). Signale par M. F. See dA 
Vienne sur une leltre non a ffranchie ·8xpediee en 1868 d 'Alexandrie iJ. 

Port-Sai:d, et egalement par lE Pr.of. P.A.S. Smith de Ann Arbor (Michigan, 
U. S .A.) timbres de l' emission ROP IT . 

CEs initiales qui signifi.:mt "Port Paye" ont du etre utilise2s jusqu 'en 
1862 sur des plis non affranchis. 

Cette marque dev.aiL alors eke accompagnee du cachet a dat e sur 
trois lignes reproduit a la fig. 27 frappe en bleu . Deux exemp'.air2s 
seulement sont connus a ce jour, ils faisaient partie des participations de 
lVIme. Nihal Kuyas et Mr. Pwdromos Mellon , tous deux d ' Istamboul, l 
l' Exposition Philatelique Internationale de Londres en 1960; i:s sont dates 
respectivemEnt du 24 / 5 Avril 1860 et Novembre 1861. 

Apres 1862 un cachet a date circulaire (fig. 256) a remplace ce cachet. 

Chiffres "785" dans un tt·iangle de points epointe aux trois angles, en 
blw (fig. 254 et 255). C' est le cachet fourni par !'Administration des Pastes 
Imperiales a la ROPIT le 12 j24 decembre 1862 pour annuler les timbres
poste affranchi ssant le courrier d' Alexandris. 

JI y a deux types Jegerement differents mais dE rarete egale. 

CacheT a date circulaire de 26 mm. en bleu (fig. 256). L'inscription s ~ 

iit: PORT ALEXSANDRIYA." la date est sur trois !ignes . Mis en usage en 
1.863. Rare 
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Il ·existe plusieurs sous-types differents dans ! 'arrangement des carac 
teres de l'inscripti·on et de la date; l 'un d 'eux signale par M. R. S. B1omfield 
de Ne:w-York comporte l'annee en haut (chiffres des dizaines et des unites 
seulement) dans le bloc datwr (fig . 834, 835). 

Cachet a dq, te ciTculaiTe de 32 mm. en bl€u (fig . 257). L'inscription 
S€ lit : ALEXSANDRIIS IWE ;1GENTST VO ROPIT ., ce qui signifi e Agmce 
d' Al exandri e, ROPirr ; etoil e dans le bas, dat-e au centre. 

Ce cache t peu cou mnt a ete s igna~ e par M. W. C. Hinde d 'Angletern 
comme cachE:t a date d'arrivee en 18'70 sur un€ lettre exped ie•e de Latakieh 
a Aloexandrie . 

Cachet a date cir culaiTe d <> 30 1nm . en bleu (fig. 258) . L'inscription se 
lit: R OPIT dans le haut et ;l LEXSANDRIISK. AGENT. dans le bas; cett<: 
derniere forme est l'abrevialion de ALEKSANDRIISKEOE AGENTSTVO, 
ce qui signifi e Age nee d ' AlE: xandr ie; la date est a u c2ntre sur t rois lignes 

Mis en usage vers 1863. Rare. 
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Cachet a date cir·culaire de 29 mm. en bJ.m (fig. 260). L'inscription 
ALEKSANDRIYA es~ .en leLtres epaisses, date au cmtre .. 

Existe En plusiem s sous-types, avec date en deux lignes (sans l'annee) 
ou trois lignes (complete avec les deux del'niers chiffres de l ' an nee) 
(fig. 839). 

Cachet a double ce1'Cle de 30 mm. en bleu (fig. 837). Au centre, embleme 
de la ROPIT (aigle imperial avec deux ancres en~recroisees au dessous. 
Entre l·es deux cncles, nom de la ROPIT sous la forme abregee : "R USS . 
OBCHTCH. PAR. I TOR. " et en bas "ALEI<.SANDRllSKEOE AGENTSTVO''. 

Lettre de Trieste a Beyrouth en Nov embre '/874. 

A dressee sous pli a MM . H ess et Co a Alexandrie, elle a ele aff7'an chie 
z;ar cette inaison a 6 kop. et fut ensuite remise a la Poste Russe de cette 
ville qui anmda les tin&bres avec le cachet "785" (pas assez clair sur la 
photogmp hie) et apposa au verso son cach.et c't date le 24 Noverri·bre -1871 
(fig. 839) Ces deux cachets sont frappes en bleu. 

(Collection Col. J. R. Danson , Grande-Bretagne). 
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On l·e connait sur une paire du 20 k. ROPIT (colledion Sir John Wilson , 
Londres). ll parait qu ' il existE egalement sur u ne enveloppe faisant partie 
de la collection SnEgireff d·e Boston. 

Lettre de Beyrouth a AlexandTie poslee a bard . 

A ftranchie avec un 20 J(op. du Levant Russe, ce timbre fut annule iz 
l'arrivee au moyen du cachet "785" tandis que le cachet a date d'arrivee 
etait frappe au verso ( fig . 256). 

La date '/86? a malheureusemenl ete dechiree lors de l'ouvertuTe r! u 
r;li; a noter que le bloc dateur es t renverse . 

Les deu.x cachets son t frappes en ble-u. 

(Collectio'n Col. J . R . Danson , Grande Bretagne). 
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Cachet a date rectangulaire de 52 X 3j mm. avec !'inscription ALEX
SAN DRIISJ( AGENTSTVO ; la date est au centre en tr: s grands caracteres 
sans indication de l 'anneco (fig. 54). 

Le seul exemplaire connu, frappe .en bleu, sur lettre fait partie de· la 
collection de Mr. Liphschutz de Paris. 

Timbres Utilises 

Voici enfin la lisle des differentes valeurs d:il chaque emission qui ont 
ete vues avec l'une DU l'autee dtS obliterations enumerees ci-deSSUS, detachees 
ou sur leUres entieres. 

Russie Nov. 1868, denl. 12! - 10 k. , 20 k., 30 k. 
1863/ 66 - non dent. , papier uni - 6 k . bleu pale <:: t blen 
fonce (il s'agit du timbre pour imprimes) 

ROPIT 1866 - bure!agt: horizontal - 2 k., 20 k. 
1867 - burelage vm·tical - 2 k., 20 k. 

Levant Mai 1868 - dent. H! - i k. , 3 1<., 5 l<., 10 k. 

Russe 1872 - dent. 15, papier v.erge horizontalemmt - 1 k., 
3 k ., 5 k , JO k. 1872 - dent. 15, papier verge vertical'l· 
mmt - 1 k., 3 k., 5 k. 

Le Bmea,u PostaJ de Po~rt-Said 

La ville de Port-Sai:d, dont la fondation remonte a 1859 avec le debut 
cles tr.avaux de cr·eusement du Canal de Suez, est tres rapidemmt devenue 
un important port d'escale entre Alexandrie €.t les viHes de· la cote orientale 
de la Mediterranee. 

Aussi, des 1867, c'est-a-dire deux ans avant l'ouverture du Canal Mari
time a la grandE navigation, la ROPIT y ouvrit une agence pour ses baleaux 
r·eliant Jaffa a Alexandrie .et vice-versa; cette ag-2nce maritim12 remp:it ainsi 
les fonctions d'un bureau postal a l'instar de celui d'Alexandrie. Ajoutons 
qu 'en 1868 le directeur de cette ag·ence etait M. ThevenBit. 

Du point de vue philateliquE le materiel disponible est tre.s rarE. 

On ne connait que deux lettres expediees de ce bureau (a destination 
de Jaffa), mais les timbrEs qul. les affranchissaient ont ete decol:es par des 
collectionneurs ce qui leur enleve une grande partie de leur interet. 

Par contre, quelquEs leares entier.es expediees d 'Alexandrie par la Maison 
L. L. Loisidis a destination de l.eur bureau a Port-Sai:d ont ete signalees. 

La premiere datee de 1868 n'a pas de timbres-poste, elle est frappee du 
c.achet a date d'arrivee a Port-Sai:d, en bleu, semb:able a !'illustration No 
261; Elle fait partie de la collection F. See de Vienne. 
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La seconde, datee de decembre 1872, es~ affl'anchie avec deux ex :m
plaires de !'emiss ion du LEvant Russe de 1872, 1 et 5 k, papier v:~rge 

ltorizontalement, obli teres du triangle de points avec chiffre 785 d'Alexan
drie ep bleu; ,elle Est frappee en bleu au recto du cachet ~1 d :tte d 'arrivee a 
Port-Sai:d signale plus haut; elle fait part.ie dt la coll·ection Charles Fox de 
New-York. 

Dans la collection D. Mon ison dE Gambuslang (Ecoss·e), il y a u n 
exemplaire du 20 k . de !'emission H.OPIT de 1866 avec bur.elage horizontal . 
oblitere en bleu avec le meme typE de cachet a date. 

Il doi t existel' encore ·cl ' aut res pieces cletachees reparties clans dEs cuUec
tions, elles sont helas ignorees de l-eurs possEsseurs, elles s on~ toutes tres 
rm~es . 

Enfin, l'on connait un autre type de cachet a date de ce burt: au (fig. 262~, 
i :_ est frappe en 1 :eu sur un timbre de 1 centimt noir de I' emission de la 
Compagnie du Canal de Suez emis en 1868 c·olle sur un fragment; il fait 
partie de la collEclion Tapling exposee au British Museum a Londres. Seul 

rao.ur 

~ 
(l::t- 6 y~ 

,.,, . la a 

· Les tleux seuls cachets connus du bureau de Pmt-Said 

le , q uantieme du mois est visible clans le. bloc dat:mr, le "6"; m ais sachanl qLP 
les timbres-du Canal de Suez ont ete Emp~oyes seulernent entre le 12 juiUeL 
et le 16 aout 1868 il esL uise cle deduire que sa date doit etre le 6 aout 1868. 

Avanl de terminer, ajoutons que l' on doH pouvoir rencontrer d'autres 
valeurs de l' emission ROPIT de 1866 et toutes les val-eurs des emissions du 
Levant Russ e de 1868 et 18 72 ob~ilerees avec l'un ou l'autre des cachets iJ 
elate de Port-Sai:d, 

Encore un t fois, elles sont tou tes tres rares. 
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Marques p·o®tales egyp,tiemnes d.'a.n ·Ivee SlUT le.s 1imbres 
du Leva.nrt RuSJSll'J et die la. Ru:Esie 

179 

Apres la fermeture des deux bur·eaux poslaux d 'A'exandrie et de Port
Sa'i·d, les bateaux-posLe de la ROPIT , puis plus tard oeux de la "F:oUe 
Volont.aire" .et de la "R . V. A. P." conlinuerent a trmcher ces deux ports 
eg·.yptiens . 

A l'arrivee dans ces ports la corTespondanct: postee a bord etait remise 
il !'Administration des Pastes Egypti en n -2 s qui .en annulait les timbrEs d 'af
, _ .... nchissement avec l'un dt:s cachets speciaux su1vants. 

A AleXMlldil'ie 

Losange muet foml e de fA ou i I f points, en noir (f ig. 279) . ll en aurait 
cx iste plusieurs types legeremmt differents ; n ete employe de 1875 8. 1900 
environ. 

Les lim.bres du Levant H.usse avec ce cach ·2 t son t asse11 couranls, ceux 
de H.ussi·E: beauco up plus rares . 

PAQUEBOT, en noir (fig. 280) ; vu sur timbres de H.uss ie d-e !'emission 
de 1902; rare. 

PAQUEBOT dans un rer:tanglc de 45 X 9 nlm., en noir (fig·. 281). Utilise 
dr, 1900 a 1922 environ sur les timbres de Russi.e de la meme epoque. 

A Pmt-Sa!d 

Losange m.ur"l forme d e points , semblab~ e: a celui d 'A lexandrie, mai::; 
legerement plus etroi L; am·ait ete utilise de 1875 a J \:100. 

PLEINE MER en noir (fig. 282); u tilise tt pcnLir de 18\:JO su r timbres 
du Levant H.usse . 

PLEINE MER dans w~ rectangle de 42 X 12 mm. w noir (fig. 283) ; 
lJtili se de 1895 a 1922 environ sur les t imbr·es de H.uss ie de la meme r poqm; 
pas commun. 

Tous ces cachets sont rares sur des ielll· t:s enti ere!" 

.•:•, ••..... ., ... , 
.;:::::~~~::.:.. PA 0 U E B 0 T . .. .. ···-· ·······• •••• •.•. 17, ,.. tlo 

(PAOUE 80 T) .... ~. .. 
PLEINE MER .... ,,l 

[PLEINE MER I 
rt •. ltJ 

MaTques postates egypti '!nnes d'an·ivee a A.1Pxandrie et Porl-Sazd 
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W. B. EDWARDS DIES 

\ 1\Te regret to announce that Mr. W. B. Edwards, M.B.E., died a 
few months ago at the age of 91. Mr. Edwards was the Director Gene
ral of the Agency of our Society in Great Britain during the period 
1940-47. 

He was also a Past-President and Honorary Life President of the 
City of London P .S. and an Honorary Life Member of the Croydon 
P.S. in recent years. 

EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE ISTANBUL 1963 

L'Exposition Internationale ISTANBUL 1963 qui aura lieu du 7 au 15 Sep
tembre 1963, sera placee sous le patronage de la F .I.P. Le Congres de la 
F .I.P. se tiendra a Istanbul les 13, 14 et 15 Septembre 1963. 

La F .I.P. a regu !'assurance des Pastes Turques qu'un timbre sp,ecial sera 
con:?acre a la "Journee de la F.I.P." en date du 14 Septembre 1963. 

WANTED 

Sources of supply for all Near Eastern better mint complete topical sets, 
souveneer sheets, imperfs, @ecial issues, errors. Also mixtures used off paper. 

We urgently need quantities of the 1956 Boy Scouts souveneer sheets. 
Let us know what you can service us with, we are cash ·buyers, and will 

but regularly. 
Also let us know what you need. We act as agents of worldwide dealers 

and can :?Upply most anything that you require, whether n ew issues: older 
topicals, packets, or short sets, contact us. 

We will also make exchanges, and welcome any correspondence. 

Manny Mevorah, 652 East 93 Street Brooklyn 36, New York, U.S.A 

NEOOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

GRAND CHOIX de TIMBRES-POSTE 
du MONDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Rue E'mad-El-Dine, Le Caire 



NEW ISSUES 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP TO CELEBRATE THE 150 ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE MILITARY AOADEMY. 

. Date of issue : June 18, 1962. 
Design depicts : The Military Aca

demy parading Cadets. The em
blem of the Academy is located 
upper left . "The Military Acade
my is the Factory of Heroes" is 
inscribed to the right, while "Duty 
Honour, Patriotism·· is inscribed 
to the left. 

Denomination and colour : 10 mills. 
(olive green). 

Dimension : 42 x 25~ mm. 
Perforation : 13t x 13 mm. 

Sheet compo~ition : 50 (5 x 10) . 

Watermark : multiple U.A.R. in Ara
bic and English. 

Printing Process : Photogravure. 

Printer and Engraver : Survey of 
Egypt. 

Design executed by : Mr. Badr 
Bahgat. 

Quantity issued : 2 million stamps. 

Cont rol No. : A/ 62. 

The U.A.R. Military Academy 

On the 18th of June, 1962, the Military Academy celebrates its 150th anni
versary. Next only to Al-Azhar University, it is the oldest institution in the 
U.A.R. being established in 1811. It moved from one place to another, until 
it finally settled down in its present premises which were inaugurated by 
President GAMAL ABD EL-NASSER on March 1955. At present, it occupies 
366 acres containing military, technical, and athletic establishments and faci
lities which contribu~e to its carrying out its mission in the best way. 

Thousands of those holding the Secondary School Certificate (scientific) 
submit application for joining the Academy. F-rom those, the Academy selects 
its cadets in accordance with certain specifications and qualifications-they 
are medically tested. Also, their physical fitness, boldness, self-confidence, are 
put to the test. P~ychological tests, and te.<>ts of national consciqusness and 
general knowledge are also administered. Academic efficiency and the per
centage of marks acquired are put into consideration. 

rrhe period of study in the !Academy is three years, divided into three term,s, 
the junior, the intermediate, and the senior terms. Graduates are awarded 
the B.Sc. degree which entitles them to serve as platoon officers in. the diffe
rent army units. 

Univer sity graduates are allowed to join the Military Academy where they 
are qualified for service in the Armed Forces according to their specialisation 
and the requirements of the Armed Forces. They serve as engineers, Judge 
advocates, and m edical officers, etc. 
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The Military Academy carries out the achievem,ent of basic training both 
for the Naval and the Air Force Colleges. This ensures the spirit of comrade
ship and brotherhood among the cadets of all the three colleges (being the 
prospective officers of the Armed forces ). 

The Military Academy cad~ts from the liberate.j countries of the Arab 
World or of Africa and Asm. 1hese cadets attend courses on the same footing 
as their brothers of the U.A.R. ; these courses qualify them to shoulder their 
n :sponsibilities in their liberated countries. 

The training programmes have been set in accordance wth the latest 
academic theories and principles . The syllabus thus comprises military, social, 
and cultural subjects, besides military administration and training. 

Training is undertaken by members of the staff who are efficient and well
cultured officers, besides instructors, holding university and post graduate 
degrees. 

The Military Academy does not charge any tuition fees ; on the contrary 
it provides for housing, clothing and feeding the cadets as best as it can. 

1he Military Academy, the builder of men, goes on carrying out its noble 
mis~ion. Its greatest pride is .occasionsd by the fact that president NASSER, 
the leader of our present generation and the founder of the Arab Renais
sance is one of its graduates. The Military Academy stands equal to the latest 
and most progressive military institutes in the world. It is doing its best 
to achieve its noble mission which stems from the idea~s of its motto : 

DUTY - HONOUR - COUNTRY. 

* * * 
COMMEMORATIVE SET OF TWO STAMPS IN HONOUR OF THE WORLD 

HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL MALARIA ERADICATION CAMPAIGN. 

Date of issue : June 20, 1962. 
Design depicts : An anopheles mos

quito being attacked by the Aes
culapius, the emblem of WHO. 

Denomination : 10 and 35 mills. 
Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 
Perforation : 13 x 13.~. 
Sheet Composition: 50 (10 x 5). 
Watermark : Multiple U.A.R. in Ara-

bic and English. 
Printing Process : Photogravure. 
Printing and Engraver : Survey of 

Egypt. 
Design executed by : Mr. Edmondo 

Calivis. 
Control No. : A/ 62. 

Quantity: 600,000 ~et (I.P.).'' 

A Palestine commemorative set of two stamps was issued on the same 
~ate .for th.e same occasion to be used in Gaza Strip of Palestine. The set is 
1dent1Cal w1th that of the U.A.R. set in design, size and perforation and differs 
only in colour. 

Denomination : 10 mills. and 35 mills. 
Quantity issued : 300 ,000 set CI .P. )* 

*N.B.- Initial Printing means that the Postal Authority has the right to re
print the stamp within 15 days only as from date of issuance. 
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The World United Against Malaria 

The world has suffered from the ravages of Malaria since the daw.a of 
history. The pa1·a .>1te reeds on the red blood corpu11c.es, ·undermines the general 
health, reduces t ne capac1ty t o work and grea Gly hmders economic develop
ment, thus leading to poverty which in turn leads to ·disease by increasing 
the chances of it.> further o.pread. It is estimated that anout 800 million 
people i.e. &-bout on e third of the world population, are living under the risk 
of Malaria infection exposed to death and complete destruction. Malaria kills 
the young childr ~n and elderly people, aborts pregnant women and reduces 
the capac1ty of child bearing thus devastating villages and even whole coun
tries. The evll reputation of Africa as th ~ '· B1ack Continent" does not derive 
from the dark skin of the inhabitants but from the misery and grief caused 
by Malaria. Malaria does not only destroy life , but it is the direct cause of 
underdevelopment of the African countries. In the United Arab Republic two 
occasions are memoriz·~d with deep grief : the loss of 120,000 lives during the 
digging of Suez Canal in 1859 through Malaria, poverty and starvation, and 
the occurance of not less than on~ mi'lion cases of Malaria with about 100,000 
deaths through the A. gambiae ea vicious Malaria · vector) invasion in 1942. 
Gambia was eradicated in 194.5 and the cost of eradication amounted to about. 
two million Egyptian Pounds. 

The world had been suffering from Malaria for centuries. Yet, thanks to 
the great efforts of Sir Ronald · Ross who in 1873 discovered the r elationship 
b;; tween the mosquito and Malaria transmission, much suffering is now a 
thing of the past . 

In . 1944 the discovery o.f tr.e insecticidal effect of DDT and its residue 
that lasts about 6-12 months made such a revolution in Malaria C'ontrol 
mE:thods that many nation-wide campaigns were carried o·ut succe&sfully. But 
unfortunately in 1954, the world optimism did not last long through the re
porting of resistance of the Vector mosquito to insecticide from Greece and 
the U.S.A. 

The wOl"ld Experts met in Geneva at t he 8th World Health Assembly in 
1955 to discuss the problem . A resolution was adopted that the Assembly may 
request governments to intensify their plans of nation-wide Malaria Control 
Pngrammes so that Malaria eradication may be achieved by campaigns to 
be safely exterminated before the potential danger of a development of resis
r.ance to insecticides in Anopheline Vector species materialises. 

The money, equipment and techniques required were to be met by the 
d:fferent nations through help from the United Nations Agencies such as 
WHO, UNICEF, Technical As&istance Programme and others. 

The United Arab Republic has ado:pted this policy and the Malaria era
dication plans have beell. drawn up with the WHO and a new plan with the 
participation of the Rural Health Unit project is being prepared. It is ex
pected that 400 units of 2400 are to open in July 1962. The whole country 
will be covered in 1966-1967. The unit will serve a popul[!.tion of 5,000 inha
bitants and will be provided with a doct or, 2 assistant medi-wives, a micro
scopist t schnician and a sanitary inspector. They will all participate in Vector 
Mosquito Control, radical cure of Malaria cases and main tenance of Malaria 
eradication. 

The United Arab Republic in issuing this stamps participates in honour
ing the United Nations efforts towards achieving the goal of Malaria eradi
cation and the relief of mankind from Malaria. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ON THE OCCASION OF THE CENTENARY 
OF THEODORE BILHARZ. 

Thf!OdOrP. Bilharz. 

Date of issue : June 24, 1962. 
Design depicts : Dr. Bilharz Photo. 
Denomination and Colour : 10 mills 

(brown orange) . 
Dimension : 25.1,- x 42 mm. 

Perforation : 11 ~- x 11~ . 

Sheet composition : 50 (1 0 x 5) . 
Watermark : Multiple Eagle . 
Printing Process : Photogravure. 
Printer and Engraver : Postal Au-

thority Press. 
Designed and Executed by : Mr. Ed

mondo Calivis. 

Control No. : Date of printing and 
serial number of the sheet. 

Quantity : 2 million stamps. 

Among: the major health problems in the modern world, bilharzia is the 
mu.5t serious. Statistics show that no less than 150 million~'} suffer from this 
disease. Second only to endemics in number of patients, bilharzia is a serious 
obs tacle to improving the health of the rural population in the U.~.R. 

The cause of this disease remains unknown until Dr. Theodore Bilharz, 
a German scientist , discovered it in 1851. Theodore Maximillian Bilharz was 
born on March 23, 1825, in Sigmarigen, a town in Germany, and attained his 
medical certificate in 1849 at Freiburg University. Then he set to study Bio
logy and parasitic worms under the supervision of Von Siebold. But soon in 
1850, he came to Egypt accompanied with Dr. Griesinger and though he 
was no more than 26 years old, wa12 appointed as professor of anatomy at 
Kasr El-Aini School of Medicine. There he discovered the worms causing the 
disease known then as haematuria. · 

In December 1851, Bilharz gave a details anatomic description of these 
worms and drew them meticulously. Afterwards he found the worms causing 
the disease and their snails in slices extracted from the sufferers' bladders, 
livers and intestines. Next year in May Bilharz discovered the snails which 
carried these worms in the stool and urine of patients, and he was able to at
tribute some causes of Dysentry to the infection of Bilharziasis worm!:;. After 
this important discovery, this disease was eventually named after him in com
memoration of his glorious work and in recognition of his devotion to science 
and humanity. 

An estimated number of 12 million peasants suffer from bilharzia in this 
country, th·us rendering a large segment of the population in a bad h ealth1 
condition. Estimated loss due to the effects of this disease is L.E.30 million
and 30 per cent of the productivity of the rural population. 

The U.A.R. , in issuing this stamp, pays tribute to the great German 
scientist who died and buried in Cairo. 

* * * 
COMMEMORATIVE SET OF TWO STAMPS TO HONOUR 

THE MEMORY OF PATRICE LUMUMBA 

Date of issue : July 1, 1962. 

Design depicts : Lumumba's photo 
with Africa and the torch of 
freedom. 

Denomination : 10 mills. & 35 mills. 
Size of stamp : 25! x 42. 
Perforation : ll~ x 11! for the 10 m. 

and 13! x 13 for the 35 m . 



Octobre 1962 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 

Sheet Composition : 50 ( 10 x 5). 

Watermark : Multiple Eagle . 
for th e 10 m . and multiple U.A.R. 
for the 35 m. 

Printer and Engraver : Postal Au
thority Press for the 10 m . and. 
Survey of Egypt for t he 35 m . 

Printing Process : Photogravure. 

Quantity : 2 million stamps for the 
10 m . and 600,000 for the 35 m . 

Patrice Lumumba, til e African Martyr tor Freedom (1925-1961) : 

185 

Patrice Lumumba was born on July 2, 1925, in a small village in Kasai 
Province. His parents were poor peasan ts, and h e was educated early 
in life . He worked for a while in the postal service, but his main concern 
was to form a polit ical party which would bring freedom and unity to the 
Congo. His party, the National Congolese Movement became the most power
ful party in the Congo, receiving th e popular s:upport of a people that at last 
had a hope. 

During th e election campaign Lumumha's party was the best organized, 
and the strongest party. Inspite of obstacles placed in his way 'by the re
luctantly departing Belgian Authnrities, Patrice Lumumba clearly swept tp.e 
country and. received his people's vote and allegiance. He became Prlme 
Minister of the Congo on June 30, 1960. 

It was not long before Lumumba noticed other forces at work to destroy 
and shatter the world's newest Republic at th at t ime, and with great faith 
in the United Nations, he travelled there at the end of J'uly 1960 in an attempt 
to gain the public opinion and to invite the U.N. to come and settle things in 
his country ; to supervice the departure of a ll Belgian troops, and to imple
ment the unity of the Congo. 

On his arrival in his country he discovered th at the truth irked the im
perialists and their agents and they were trying their best to suppress it. The 
situatinn in the Congo d.eteriorated day after day. When Lumumba tried to 
go to attend his infant daugh ter's funeral, Mobutu's bandits arrested him, 
brutally beat him and put him in jail and when h e was sent to his enemy 
Moise Tshombe in Katanga, his fate was sealed. To Tsh ombe and his Belgian 
masters Patrice Lumumba represented his country's h opes and aims, his 
people's struggle and wishes. S tark fear turned Moise Tshombe into a murderer 
and an assassin and on Febr. 13, 1961, it was announced that Lumumba was 
killed with his companions by villagers a lthough it was said that his death 
had taken place 2 days before. 

Demonstrations swept the capitals of the world and people held Belgium 
morally responsible for this dastardly political crime. 

African and Asian leaders were stunned by the news of Lumumba's assas
sination. Imperialism and its agents fo rgot that the bright torch of freedom 
and unity th at Lumumba upheld, will not go out now that Lumumba has been 
murdered. The torch will always be upheld , by d.ifferent sons of the Congo, 
by .Africa's children forever after-it . will ligh t the way for succeeding gene
ratwns, to whom the memory of Patnce Lumumba will be a bright example. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP TO MARK THE PROCLAMArriON OF 
THE NATIONAL CHARTER 

Date of i ssu~ : July 10, 1962. 
D2sign d3plcts : The Emblem of the 

Chart:cr , symbolized in an open 
book and a hand under oath . 

D: n ominat:on and colour : 10 mills 
(backgrcund, blue and design : 
brown ). 

Dim ension : 25~- x 42 mm. 
Perforation : 11~ x 111 mm. 
Shzet Composition : 50 (10 x 5) . 
Pr inting Process : Photogravure. 
Frlnter and Engraver : Postal Au-

th ority Press. 
Del)ign executed by : Mr. M. Badr 

Bahgat. 

Con trol No. : Date of printing and 
serial numbsr of the sheet. 

Quantity : 2 million stamps. 

The ,National Charter . 

In a six-hour session of the National Congress of Popular Powers, held on 
May 21, 1962, President Nasser presented the nation with the National Char
ter. The Congress was m a je up of 1,500 elected m embers and 250 members 
of the CongreEs's Preparatory Committee. 

The Nat ional Charter embod ies general principles ; it is the result of ten 
years of experience, from 1952 to 1962. Enumerating the six principles for 
true democracy contained in the 140-page Charter, President Nasser said poli
tica l democracy could not be separated from1 social democracy, nor could 
poli tical democracy exist under th e domination of one class. "Democracy," 
sa id the President, "m eans the sovereignty of the people-the entire people." 

The National Charter contains ten chapters : General View, The Neces
sity of the Revolution, The Roots of the Egyptia n Struggle , The Moral of the 
Setback, True Democracy, On the Inevitability of the socialil)t Revolution, 
Production and society, The Soc:ialisti Application and its Prqblems, Arab 
Unity and Foreign Policy. 

The National Charter was unanimously ajoptsd by the National Congress 
of Popular Powers on June 30, 1962. 

* * * 

COMMEMORATIVE SET OF EIGHT STAMPS AND TWO MINIATURE 
SHEETS TO CELEBRATE THE lO th ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION 

Date of issue : July 23, 1962. 

Each of the 10 mill. stamps has a 
dimen sion of '10 x 40 mm., anj per
foration of 11~ x 11 ~ . One million 
ar ~ i ssued from each 200,000 of 
the 100 mill. miniature sheets of 
each, the perforated and the im
p erforated are issued. The uni
form frame of the stamps and 
min iature sh eets is designed by 
Mr. Sadek Roufael and executed 
by Mr. Edmondo Calivis . 
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Feature and Colour : 

1) Birth of the Revolution of July 
23, 1952, Colour : brown anj 
red, designed and executed by 
Mr. M. F . A. El Hendawy. 

2) ·Proclamation of the Republic 
Cl953 ), Colour : blue and brown 
des'.igned and executed by Mr. 
Sadek Roufael. 

3) Agrarian Reform Law (1954), 
Colour : brown and blue. desi-

4) Bandung Conference (1955), 
(Non - Alignment ), Colour : 
green and blue, designed and 
executed by Mr. I. A. El Tah
tawi. 

5) Birth of the U.A.R. (1958), Co
lour, green and red, designed 
and executed by Mr. Samir 
Amin Ibrahim. 

6) Industrialization (1959 ) , Colour 
brick red and bluish brown, de
designed and executed by Mr. 
N. A. El Hendawy. 

7) The High Dam (1960 ), Colour : 
brick red and plum, designed 
and executed by Mr. M. N. A 
El Hendawy. 

8) The Social Revolution (1961), 
Colour : orange and dark 
brown, designed and executed 
by Mr. I. A. El Tahtawi. 

9) Imperforated miniature sheet. 

10) Perforated miniature sheet. 
Colour : green and rose red. 
The design depicts the emblem 
of the Republic in the centre, 
the emblem of the Arab Lea
gue, the Afro-Asian Countries, 
the African Countries and the 
United Nations are located in 
the four corners. The design 
symbolizes that the U.A.R. up
holds the principles of these or
ganizations. The miniature 
sheet is designed and executed 
by Mr. Samir Ibrahim. 

Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 

Sheet Composition: 35 (5 x 7). 

Printing Process : Photogravure. 

Printer and Engraver : Postal Au
thority Press. 

Control No. : Date of printing and 
serial number of the sheet. 
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~Y..rr-

''\'r \'\or 

{1 ) Tne 23rd July Revolution. 

The glorious Revolution of 23rd July 1952 is a landmark in the history 
of the Arab Nation. It is a revolution against corruption, treason, feudalism. 
It cleared t he road for the !Arab people, thus enabling them to march towards 
a brighter future. 

The Revolution hit hard against imperialism till the British evacuated 
.Egypt and launched a gigantic ~cheme of social reforms. Arab nationalism 
became the motto of every one who wanted freedom, security, peace and pros
perity, it became the motto of the Arab people who wanted their usurped 
right restored. 

Arab nationalism won one of its greatest victories in 1956, when the tri
partite aggression against Egypt was defeated. 

Under the leadership of President Nasser, Arab nationalism has become 
a dynamic force aiming at development, unity, strength , honour, dignity and 
independence for all the Arab peoples from the Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian 
Gulf. 

(2) The Proclamation of the Republic. 

On June 18, 1953, Egypt was proclaimed a Republic and thus ended a 
corrupt monarchy in which a fortunate few held undisputed sway over million 
cho barely made a living. Instead, a new society came into being in which 
each~ individual was to regain his dignity and self-respect. 

The pattern of the new society is based along lives of a democ.ratic, co
operative socialism. The principal aim of the Government is to raise the 
standard of living and to afford equal opportunities to all citizens. Abolition 
of the old feudal system , monopoly and the domination of capital over the 
execut ive were the chief measures taken to secure a better life for our people. 
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(3) Agrarian Reform 

Undoubtedly, the Agrarian Reform Law is a landmark, in the history of 
this country and of the entire Arab homeland. 

The first Agrarian Reform Law, promulgated on 9 September 1952, and 
the second, promulgated on 25 July 1961, aim :;Lt d efining the relation between 
the landlord and the tenant and giving- a sense of stability to the nation's 
rural population. 

The land requisitioned is distributed among the landless peasants. No 
less than three quarters of a million acres came under the Agrarian Reform 
Laws. No less than a million peasants have benefited from these laws. The 
Law has tied land distribution to the establishment of co-operative ~ocieties 
which it supervises. 

(4) Non-alignment 

Our foreign policy is based on the principle of non-alignment. The world 
is now divided into two conflicting camps. Our foreign policy of non-align
ment was established as an assurance for the policy · of working for peace. 

The 1955 Ba.ndung Conference was. turning point in the history of 
Afro-Asia. In his historic sueech to the Conference President Nasser said our 
foreign- policy aims at constructive principles in the lives of Afro-Asian peoples. 
Such principles are based on upholding the right of peoples to self-determi
nation supporting all people to achieve national independence and working 
to end power policy. 

The major principles guiding our f-oreign policy can be summed up in : 
Working for peace, Banning nuclear weapons and disarmament for 
the sake of humanity. 

(5) Proclamation ot the United Arab Republic. 

The most important event in the modern history of the Arab nation is 
the proclamation of the United Arab Republic early in 1958. Thus the long
cherished dream of Arab unity was realized. 

Both on the international sphere and at home, the U.A.R. achievement 
commands world-wide respect and admiration. 

Positive neutralism, non-alignement. eradication of imperialism, self-de
termination to all peoples, banning nucl-ear weapons and working for peace are 
the highlights of the U.A.R. foreign policy. · 

Industrialization, eradication of the feudalist system and the laying down 
of the foundations of a democratic socialist co-operative society are among 
the major achiev-ement at home. No better words can describe the role played 
by the U.A.R. than President Nasser's words : "It is a state that protects but 
does not threaten, that safe~uards, but does not squander. It upholds justice 
and peace. It provides as lies within the limits of its possibility for her own 
prosperity, that of neighbouring eountries, and of all humanity." 

(6) Industrialization 

Before the Revolution, industrial production was confined to certain goods 
produced in quantities which did not even meet the requirements of local con
sumption. The country had to spend millions to provide for its n eeds through 
imports. 
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In July, 1956, the Ministry of Industry was established in order to define 
a clear industrialization policy for this country. The first five-year plan 
for industry was drawn up for this purpose. Investments earmarked this plan 
totalled L.E.330 million. The plan's projects were completed in three years. 

In 1960, another five-year plan was launched, providing for the in
vestment of L.E.348 million in the perioj 1960-65. 

The number of industrial project coming under the first plan was 333 
projects which provided employment for 48,000 workers. 

The value of industrial production rose from L.E.558 million in 1959 to 
L.E.655 million in 1960, an increase of L.E.97 mUlion. It also jumped to L.E.700 
million in 1961. 

( 7) Th e Aswan High Dam 

The High Dam project is undoubtedly the most important link in the 
chain of projects designed to regulate the Nile waters. The main dam is a 
rock-fill dam 111 metres high and 3,500 metres long. Its width at the base 
is 1000 metres. The dam itself will consist of three main structures ; the 
frontal cofferdam, the rear cofferdam anj the main dam. 

The cost of work completed up to the end of 1961 totalled L.E.16:5· million 
whereas another L.E.50 million contracts were signed for work required. The 
estimated total cost of building the High Dam is L.E.494 million. 

The High Dam is a major product;.ve and protective project-meeting nn
gation requirements and implementing electric power projects. It will help 
the conversion of 700,000 acres of land from basin to perennial irrigation in 
Upper Egypt, in addition to guaranteeing the cultlvation of 700,000 acres of 
rice annually. The electric power to be generated will total 10 milliard Kwh. 
annually. Estimated total increase in the national income as a result of 
implementation of the project will be L.E.234 million. 

(8) The Social Revolution . 

The major objectives of July 1952 Revolution are the eradication of impe
rialism, and its agents, and the eradication of social and economic backward
ness as well as putting an end to the feudalist system of the pre-revolution era. 

Its chief aim is the creation of a democratic, socialist and co-operative 
society, based on equity and equality. 

Eliminating the domination of capital over the executive and eradicating 
monopoly have been among the measures taken by the Revolution to secure 
social justice for our people. 

For these objectives the July 1961 socialist decrees were issued. These 
provided for a larger share of the workers in the management as well as 
the profits of the co':Dpanies and factories. They also provided for the re
vision of the income tax with a view to bridging the gap between the rich 
and the poor. 

Thus the old picture of our society is now something of the past and 
replacing it, is a picture of a new society based on equality and social justice. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP TO CELEBRATE THE INAUGURATION 
OF MOUKHTAR MUSEUM 

Date of issue : July 24, 1962. 
Dssign depicts : Moukhtar Museum, 

between his photo and one of his 
ch cof-d 'oeuvre, "La Vestale des Se
chef-d 'oeuvre, "La Vestale de Se
crets". 
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Denomination : 10 mills. 
Dimension of stamp : 42 x 25} mm 

P2rforation : 11~xn~ .. Design ed by : Mr. Samir Amin !bra-
Sheet composition : 50 (5 x 10) . 
Paper : Unwatermarked. 
Pr inting Process : Photogravure. 
Frinter and Engraver : Postal Au-

thority Press. 

him. 

Executed by : Mr. Edmondo aClivis . 
Quantity Issued : 2 million stamps. 
Central No. : Date of printing and 

::8rial number of the sheet. 

MOUkhtar 

The nation' .~ foremost sculptor Mahmoud Moukhtar is by far the first 
among the many who initiated the ar tistlc movzment that characterized the 
fir st half of the century in this country. 

Born nine years before the close of the 19th century in the small village 
of Tinbara, near Mehalla El-Kobra in the Delta, Moukhtar received his school.: 
ing in Cairo, where he joined the college of Fine Arts in 1908. Three years 
later he was sent on a mission to Paris to complete his studies. 

In the Cairo College of Fine Arts he had r eceived his first lessons at 
the hands of the sculptor Lappani, and it was through him that he had 
learned th(; technique of the French classical school. 

In 1910, the first art exhibition for students of the college of Fine Arts 
was ·opened. Moukhtar's contribution was greatly admired, 'both by his teachers 
and by art connoisseurs, and he was granted a scholarship to Paris to com
plete his studies. 

In Paris, Moukhtar's eyes saw a new world. He visited the art museums, 
galleries and academies and st-udied what were the modern trends in the early 
decades of the 20th century. Yet h e remained faithful to his style and strictly 
adhered to the Empire school which kept to the lines of Greco-Roman sculp
ture. When his first show was opened in Paris, Moukhtar was admired by al!. 

Among the exhibits was a model of the "Renaissance of Egypt", a statue 
that was described by the French paper "Figaro", as "the beginning of the 
revival of Egyptian art". 

To honour the nation's foremost sculptor, the Government has built a 
modern museum bearing his name in the Liberty Gardens at Gezira, down
town Cairo. the museum will hous.e the artist's works and has been opened on 
last July 24. 

* * * 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP TO CELEBRATE THE 

INDEPENDENCE OF ALGERIA 

Date of issue : August 15, 1962. 
Design depicts : The Algerian Flag 

flares up over the indenendent 
Algerian state. A broken chain 
symboHzing the end of imperia-
lism is shown at right. ·· 

Denomination : 10 mills. 

Dimension : 25-!f x 42 mm. 

Perforation : 11! X lll 
Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 
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Sh;et C ' lT.P03ition: 50 (10 x 5l . 

Frlntlng P~·ocess : Photogravure. 

Printe ~: ~ ' J Engraver : Postal Au
thor:ty F:·ess. 

D;sign:od and Executed by : Mr. 
Ibrahim A. El Tahtawi. 

Cc;n ~rol No. : Date of printing and 
serial number of the ~h :ost. 

Quantity : 2 million stamps. 

Algeria 

On July 1st, 1962, Algerians, by voting "Yes" approved the Evian Agree
ments, ~auctioned the resurrection of the Algerian State and achieved the goal 
set by generations of patriots, anj realized the deepest aspirations of the 
Arabs everywhere. 

The price paid by Algerians for their hard-won independence has been 
costly. More than a million dead-one tenth of the population, 500,000 wound
ed: hundreds of thousands imprisonEd and interned, some two million up
rooted or made refuge es, a nation tortured anj maimed by another. 

Today, after more than 132 years of subjugation, repression, spoliation 
and humiiliation, the Arabs of Algeria can look forward to a brighter and 
more hopeful future. The day is not far off when they can once again occupy 
their rightful place among the free peoples of the world. Today is a day 
of relief and happiness for Arabs everywhere. It is milestone in the history 
of Arab liberation. of human freedom, of national dignity. 

There is hope and confidence throughout the thinking world that the 
Algerian people will control the threats that loom over, and that the ga.ins 
of the liberation movement will be rapidly extenjed so that the frontier of 
peace and plenty are brought within reach. 

The manner in which the Algerian people and their leaders plan and im
plement the ideas which inspired them in the days of their armed struggle 
will have profound repercussion on North Africa and the Arab domains. The 
faces of many millions in this region are turned towards Algeria, a land burnt 
by slin and war but fully alive to what a determined alliance of working 
people in farm , factory, and mine can achieve in this technological scientific 
age. 

Even as Algeria weljs closer ties with the Arab brothers, let her friends 
all over the world give serious thought to the assistance they will render in 
the political, economic and social fields. 

* * * 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ON THE OCCASION OF 

LAUNCHING A SALVO OF ARAB ROCKETS 

Date of issue : September 1, 1962. 
Design depicts : The U.A.R. rocket. 

painted with the U.A.R. colours, 
roaring into the space. The sil
houette of the Eagle, the emblem 
of the Republic, and an olive 
branch are located at the back
ground. 

Denomination and Colour : 10 mills. 
(Red and Green ). 

Dimension : 25l x 42 mm. 

Perforation : : 11! X 11!. 
Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 
Sheet Composition: 50 (10x5). 
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Printing Process : Photogravure. 

Printer and Engraver : Postal Au
thority Fress. 

Designed by : Mr. Halim Jacoub 
Michael. 

Executei by : Mr. Edmondo Calivis. 

Control No. : Date of printing and 
serial number of the sheet. 

Quantity issued : 2 million stamps 

The U.A .R. Rockets 
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On July 21 , 1962, the United Arab Republic saluted the Tenth Anniver
sary of the Revolution with a salvo of Rockets built by Arab engineers and 
technicians, and h eralded the nation's entry into the space age. 

Two types of rockets were tested, one with a range of &ix hundred kilo
metres, and a smaller model with a range of 380 kilometres. 

The tests, the first to be publicly announced in the U.A.R. were witnessed 
by President Gamal A!dbel Nasser. He talked wlth the scientists, engineers 
and workmen who had designed and built the rocket& and congratulated them 
on their great contribution to the progress and prestige of the Arab Nation 
as a whole. 

The Arab rockets shall be used regularly in the U.A.R. to explore the 
physical parameters of the atmosphere to very high altitudes. This shall 
include soundings of the different meteorological elements e.g. atmospheric 
pressure, air temperature, air density and wind speed and. direction ; study
ing the different gases of the atmosphere in particular the ozone and the 
spectrum analysis of the direct solar radiation. 

These data obtained by the Arab rockets will increase our knowledge of 
the physics of the atmosphere and will assist in solving the scientific problems 
of the atmosphere which is considered as a complex physical unit. Conse
quently this will lead to the discovery of the nature of the forces affecting 
the air motions and to the improvement in the daily weather forecasting 
technique, thus increasing the accuracy of the medium and long range weather 
forecast. 

The study of vertical distribution of ozone by the Arab rockets will reveal 
some of the mysterious aspects of this gas which predominates in the atmos
phere between altitudes 15-45 kms. with high concentration at an altitude of 
22 kms. Ozone absorbs most of the ultra violet part of the solar radiation 
which is harmful to life and thus prevents it from reaching the ground. Lt 
is believed that th e ozone affects the weath-er changes on the surface of the 
earth. 

Nowadays, international efforts are done to study the meteorological ele
ments of the upper atmosphere, ozone and ionizing layers, meteors, aurora, 
zodiacal light, cosmic rays and oth er natural and meteoro:ogical phenomena 
which affect both the earth and the space. This study is considered one of 
the most interesting goals of conquering the outer space. The Arab rockets 
will enable the U.A.R. to participate in this international scientific field and 
its particular geographical ~tuation will increase the importance of the ~tudy 
of the natural and meteorologir.al phenomena over its territory. 



194 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Octobre 1962 

TWO NEW COMMEMORATIVE SETS TO CELEBRATE THE 
11) 1st 'DABLE TENNIS AFRICAN TOURNAMENT. 

f2) 38th WORLD SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Date of issue : Sept. 18, 1962. 
De::;ign depicts : (1 ) The African con

tinent and the net, symbol of 
table tennis games, while the ball 
is seen over the city of Alexan· 
dria. 

(2) A sports rifle and a target , 
both are symbols of the shooting 
games. 

Denomination and Colour (for each 
issue ) : 5 m. Green and red. 10 m . 
Maroon and blue. 35 m . Blue and 
r ed. (The same value in the two 
issues are printed t ete beche, se 
t enant a t the base) . 

Dimension : Each h as a triangular 
sh ape, base : 55 mm . ; h eigh t : 27 
mm. approx. 

Perforat ion : 11~. 

Sheet Composit ion : 70 (35 of each 
occasion 5 x 7) stamps. 

Wat ermark : Multiple Eagle. 

Printing f!rocess : Photogravure. 
Printer and Engraver : Postal Au

thority Press. 
D2signed and Executed by : Mr. Ma

her Adbel Sayed for both occa
sions. 

Con t rol No. : Da t e of printing and 
serial number of the sheet. 

Quantity : 600.000 sets of each oc
casion . 

(1} All Africa Table T ennis Champio12ship 

The first all Africa Tennis Championship was held in Alexandria b·etween 
September 18-28. More than 200 players representing the 23 member-coun
tries of the African Table Tennis J:' 'edera tion part icipated in this cham
pionship. 

(2 ) World Shooting Championship. 

Cairo played host to 700 shooters from 41 countries participating in the 38th 
World Shooting Championship held between October 11-20. It consisted 
of 14 competitions for men and six for women. 

For the second t ime in its long history, th e World Shooting Championship 
took place outside Europe. Yet it is for th e first time that it takes place on 
African soil. 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Ne~ant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandria - :Bgypte 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHA.T - VENTE - ECHANGE 



"EGYPTE" ... SEALS NOT ENOUGH KNOWN .. 

The Express~on "REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE?'... Its Histocy 

Translation of the article of Mr. Jean 
Boulad D'Hurnieres, F.R.S .P.L., ([Jttblished 
in French in No. '/04 of April, 1961, of 
this Magazine . 

Since L567, Egypt, a provinc-e of the Ottoman Empire, was governed 
by a representative of the "SublimE Porte" i.e. the Sultan of Turkey. 

Among the govErnors entrusted with bhis Administration, Mohammed 
Aly Pasha was - one may say- the promoter of the idEa of independence 
and roya lty for thi s province. In 1806, he fre ed himself from the Turkish 
tuwlag·e and, in 18/18, was declared a vassal of Turkey with the title of 
\'iceroy . 

This idea was · revived later, with more insistance, by Ismail Pasha 
who obtained to hi s son, in 1867, the heredity in primogenit.ure ord·3r and 
acquired the title of Khedive with wider independence on different h Elds. 

In fact, it was only on 15th March 1922 that t-hese ambitions werE 
. l'.ealised following the proclamation of Egypt an "Independent Kingdom" 

with King Fuad I .as ils first head of State. 

Let us go through some manifestations of thi s velkiLy in brief. 

Since 1832, Mohamed Aly Pa~l1a dreamt alr·eady of the envied title of 
king, if not for himself, .at least for hi s son lbrahim Pasha. 

In a lettEr dated 19th August 1832 sent to Metternich from Alexandria 
IJy Acerbi, his repl'esentative in Egypt, he wrote : 

"Another circumstance which deserves noting is the way in wh1ch , 
!\IohamBd A1y, through the diplon:iacy of Mr. Boghos, prepares the public 
lo digest the tiUe of king for His Highness. We have seBn in an illumina
tion "Regie arm ate vittoriose d' Ibrahim Pascia". We have s'E:Bn announced 
in the "Avertissement journalier du Commerce" published in AlBxandria, 
the arrival of . "Regio brick il Coccodrillo" ; a;nd very recently an "Avviso 
di questa Regia dogana", formBrly called "Dog ana Vice-Re-ale" . 

It appears that the Pasha of Eg,ypt thought of taking the title of king, 
whether for himself or for hi s son on the occasion of thE victories of the 
Egyptian armies in Syria and had, so to say, prepar€d the field for the 
public to digest thi s transformation in the title ,abovB refured to. 
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Unfortunately, these soundings did not obtain the requir.3d suco3ss in 
view, certainly, to the intHvention of the European diplomacy in the 
Turko-Egyptian affairs. 

Then, came Viceroy Ismail Pasha who ascended the throne in 1863 
and tried to acquire the tiUe of king in ord·er to incl~E ase considerab:y his 
prestige vis-a-vis his distinguished guests, invited to th3 festivals com
memorating the inauguration of the Su£z Canal in 1869. 

Considering t-hat the diplomatic channels had fai~ed to acquire th2 
r.equired result, he tried to play a forced card thus C ~nstanfinopl£ would 
be faced with a fait accompli. 

Among the diff.erent means of action adopted in this connection during 
the years 1867 j 68 was the postal service. 

A good number of printing matter and postal s~als have se·en the day 
with an ad hoc libel. Some examples are given hermnd·er. 

1. - ·- A circular re-lating to the taxes du e on th~ postal orders, dat.ed 
J~t January 1868, with the h£ading "Amministrazione delle R. Poste 
Egi.ziane". At the foot appears the signature of Muzzi Bey, Genera; 
Director and the date Alexandria 1st January 1868. 

~- -- A notice relating Lo thE insufficience of franking charges on 
ldters sent abroad, dated 14th Januar,y 1868, and bearing the same heading 
a"' the pr.evious document. 

:3. - A letter of ~hE same Administration dated 20bh September 1808 
and wriLten on paper with the same h eading. 

4. - An interpostal issued around i868 with a similar libel "Dir·Olzione 
Generale delie R. Poste Egiziane - Alessandria". 

6. - Seais for stamping the postal telegrams which were also used 
with the ink stopper for the cancellation of th~ stamps of free of charge 
service or franking -covers, with the title "Regie Poste Egiziane and the 
n:une of the Post Offict". 

G. -- A certain number of seals with date, used in diif.arent post. 
offices, especially the newly establish£d, with the royal indication "Regie 
Poste Egiziane and the name of the post office". 

Finally, in i869, the Egyp~i-an postal agenc.y in Constantinople mstallsd 
ever the entrance a sign-board booring the name· "REGIE POOTE EGIZIA
NE" which was sent from Alexandria on June 11th 1869 to replace thE 
old sign-board with the name "Poste Vice-Reali Egiziane". 

This time the matter was consider·£d a little bit exagge1~ated and tl1E
"Grand Vizir" Aly Pasha complained to the Ambassador of Great Britain 
Sir H. F.Uiot, of the extension of powers .and the aspects of vast 1ndep.o:!-
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dmce which the Khedive of Egyp~ w.as ~rying to give himself. This 
desir.e of Isn1ai1 Pasha to decla re himself independent wa:; so visible that. 
one cannot iguor·e longer, the case of the post officE sign -board was the 
las~ exilmple. 

On the .25th June 1869, the diplomatic corps w er.e informed accordingly 
und an enErgetic order was given to the director of the said post office tu 
removE: this subv.ersiv·e sign-board. A note of protest was sent to th?. 
Egyptian Governm·en ~ in Alexandria r·2 questi ng explanation . 

An ·Enquiry was opened at the Postal Administration, at leas t for 
form's sake .and to give to the protest of Constantinople the fu ll importancP. 
i ~ was desired to give, in order to find out the "responsible" for this 
mistake. 

It has bEen revealed from th e correspondence exchanged on the sub
ject between Muzzi Bey and H.E. Cherif Pasha, Prime Minister, during 
th e period 27th June and 23rd Ju ly 1869, that the name "Royal" - also 
used sometime by ot.hEr governamental .administrations such as the customs 
il dminis tration - was decided by a mino r employee, Mr. Giovannino 
Guami.e.r i, of grade II, who was especially in charge of supervising the 
making of sign-boards and who had arbitrary altEred the title of "Kht:dive'' 
by "Regie". 

The guflty employee was dism issed immediately. 

Muzzi Bey, in h is expl.anator.y letter, added : 

"Very fortunatf..ly the number of abused sign-boards are limited only 
b the overseas offices and to some offices in the interior which 1~2quired 

new sign boards in subs~itut.ion of the old ones installed in 1865" . 

On thE 3rd July, no more of the litigious libel w as seen. 

Finally, in another letter dated 23rd July 1869, Muzzi Bey wrote : 

"The same mistake noled on tlie sign-boards was also se.en on the 
sea ls with datE recenUy made. It w.as also the misbake of tfle same 
(;mployee. .. At the moment, ther·e is no trace of this rough and uplucky 
mistake .and Your Excellency may assure yourself of this by checkirig thE 
prints of the seals with date , in use, which I have the honour to enclose 
h er-Ewith .a specimen of same". 

Undoubtedly, this Gffi cial expla nation satisfied Turkey . There must 
b(l a responsible and that was this minor official but it was quite clear 
that such a modification canno·t be the fruit of the imagination of a minor 
c.lE.rk but mther strict orders ·coming from above. 

After this short historico-postal Peport, let us noi\v see, as philatelist, 
how this evolution has tumed out, w hat are the post offices affect-ed by 
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tb.esE modifications, when this has begun and ,,rhen and how it has 
termirwted. 

Accmding to tha dates checked, till now, on the seals, with date, 
we find out that the expression "REGlE POSTE" was utilised from 14th 
OctobEr 1867 till 20th Ootoh 2r 186\J but it is not impossible to consider· 
the beginning of this period on l s~ August 1867 if one discovers seals 
bearing this date. 

W e shail finally see that., in spite of bhe assurances giv.en by Muz.-;i 
BEy, some offices continued, for a long t ime , lo use the s·eals with the 
incriminate text. 

The material which interests the philatelist is composed of : 

A. - Seals libelled "REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE" 
1. Interpostals, 
2. Seals without date, 
3. SEals with mobile date. 

B. - Seals with mobile date with the word "REGIE" withdrawn . 
Let us tr,y to study them sepamtel,y. 

To facifi tate t.heir classification for the philatelist who have already 
adopted the R. Seymour Blomfield nomenclature, we. have put betwe-en 
br.acl<>ets the order illumber preoeded by the initials S.B. 

Adding finally that we have asked some specialists of thesE postal 
marks to favour us with their latest discoveries in this field in order to 
have an up to dcde record, among othErs Mr. l'brahim Chaftar in Egypt 
1nd Messrs R. Seymour Blomfield and Peter Smith of the United Stat.es . 

A. - SEALS LIBELLED "REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE'' 

i. - · lnterpostals (Fig. 1) 

fFig. 1) 
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Only one type is known. It was used by the Centr.al Administration, 
in Alexandria. 

30 i j2 mm. dia., impression gold on whitg, text in Italian "DIREZIO 
NE GENERALE DELLE R. POSTE EGIZIANE - ALESSANDRIA " 
text in Turkish with crescent and st.ar in the middle. 

2. - Service seals , without dale (S.B . GS-3) (Fig. 2) 

These seals, normally used to seal with wax the postal mail, were 
however usE d for the cancellation, in black ink, the st-amps served for 
franking the extra tax or postal dues, also these for franking packe.l,s 
d conespondenc.e. 

The impression is in while on black and reads "REGIE POSTE 
EGIZIANE - MASSAW A or SUAKIN". In the middlE, a crescent and 
star are found. In the first case the crescent is opened on the left, in the 
second case, it is opened on the rig>ht : dia . 28 mm. 

These seals we1~e only used for Mas.sawa and Suakin on the Red Sea. 

These seals ar.e found on the stamps issued in 1867, which is normal , 
also on those issuea in 1872, i.e. following tlie official date for stopping 
I he usE of "REGIE", and this is less normal. 

These two post offices, being very far from Egypt, one can assume 
that the instrudions conceming .this modification remained dead letters. 

3. - Seals with mobile dale 

One can distinguish two types, lightly different, corresponding to· two 
regional groups quite definite. 

I - Circle of 27 j 2 to 28 mm. dia . thick and large le[lers. 

The wmds bTought to,qether (S.B. ll-2) (Fig. 3) 

Offices of the Middle Egypt, i.e. between Cairo and Assiut (Giza, Beni 
~. uef, Fayum, Wasta, Fashn, Maghagha and Minia) established on ist 
August 1867. 

The SuaRin Post Office, on lhE Red Sea, was opened in November 1867 

(Fig. 2) 



(Fig. 3) 

/~~f~ 
(/;: t 9 <:,; ' 
i ~ M!IRZ ~) 
I ex:: 6 ~ rn 

~.' 

(Fig. 4) 

(Fig . 5) 
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1st date seen lasl date seen 

Btni Suef 8. 9.J 868 7. 7.1869 
Medinel El Fayum 29. 6. ·1868 
Fashn J4.10.1867 7. 2.1868 
Maghaghn. 69 
Suakin 2L. 8.1868 

Suakin (Hand-stamp dEteriorated and incomplet:, -vvithout. m ention of th2 
year ; seen, 8 APR, 30 MAG. , 25 Ll!GL. and It AGOS. only on the 
issu:J of :1872 i.e. after t-he official daLe mentioned by Muzzi B: y.) 

II - CiTe le of 21 I I 2 to 2.8 mm. dia. thin and e.xtended lelleTs . 

The ~voTds well spaced (S.B. Il- l) Fig. 4) 

Alessandria 
Cairo 
Dessuk 

Tel El Kebir 

1st da Le seen 

25 . 4.1860 
21. 4.1869 
4. 2.186i3 
22. 5.186? 

last date seen 

7. 7. l869 
21. 7.1869 
20. 3.1868 

Offices of the Suez Canal Zone, FivE of which were 
opened on J 6 August 1868. 

1st date seen last elate seen 
Port Said 2. 5.1869 9. 6.1869 
Can tar a 9.1868 9. 5.1869 
El Gisr 29. 3.1869 16. 6.1869 
Ismailia 18. 0.1868 15. 6.1869 
Serapeum 8. 9.1868 iS. 3.1869 
Chaluf El Tarabba 26. 8.1868 1.. 2.1869 

Suez 12. 5.1869 20. 6.1869 
Massawa (Reel Sea) opened in 

NovEmber J867 16. 5.1868 31.12.1868 

Some offices, relatively important, have used simultaneously sEals, w1tl1 
dal.e, libelled "VICE REALI" and "REGIE" (Alessandria, Cairo, Porto-Said, 
Ismailia and Suez, especially) which explains lh E difficulty faced in order 
Le find imprints with the word "REffiE". 

In .luly 1869, the incriminate seals were withdrawn and replaced by 
oLhers with N1e old text "POSTE VICE REALE EGIZIANE", or by 
canCEllation with pen , (El Guisr, for example), som3 offices received later 
~enls where the word "REGIE" was removed. In the small post offices. 
this kind of seals were in use until the date of their closing . 
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B.-- SEALS WITH DATE WITH THE WORD "REGIE" WITHDRAWN 

1. - Types alTeady tTansfoTmed (S .B. ll-3) (Fig . .5) 

Al€ssandria 
Cairo 
Mehallet Rok 
Tel El Kebir 
Ismaiha 
Serapeum 
Chaluf El Tarabba 
Suez 
F.eshn 
Maghagha 
Minia (without I.T. under 

the date) 

1st date seen 

9. 7.1869 
20. 7.1869 

?. 8.1869 
7. 7.1869 

7. 8.1869 
2. 8.1869 
!1. 8.1869 

18. 8.1869 
?. ?.1869 

16. 8.1869 

last date seen 

16 .11.1869 
19.11.1869 
1? .11.1869 

22.10.1869 
5.10.1869 

13.11.1869 

2.- Type new not issued with the woTd "REGIE" (S.B. ll-4) (Fig. 6) 

1st date seen last date seen 
Kilometro 83 

(Suez Canal Zone) 31. 8.1869 1. 9.1869 

Dardan€lli 
(in black and blue) 31. 8.1869 i. 8.1875 

(Fig. 6) (Fig. 7) 

3. - Type special faT cash offices, not iss~ted with the word "REGIE" 

1st date seen last date seen 

Alessandria 14.11.1869 3. 1.1874 

The .two above mc;ntioned seals made pad of a serie with th€ word 
"REGIE", and, as the order for modification was r.eceived before their 
issue, the.y have been modifiEd at the works and then sent to the offices 
concerned. 

Certainly, there must have been othe·rs in thE name of other offices. 
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It is not at ·all excluded that one may still find other names of post 
c•ffices whebher with, or without, thE word "REGLE" . According to the 
a hove-mentioned list, one notices that M1e offices with, or without, "REG lE" 
de not a:vvays correspond. 

(Fig. 8) (Fig. 9) 

Some of these seals havE been forged, the most well-known is that of 
Dardanel (Fig·. 8) 

The seals similar to that of (Fig. 8) (S.B . 111-5), known for Mehalla, 
Suez and Smyrne, do not belong to thi s group although it exists .an empty 
space be for·£ the word "POSTE". This space was occupied by the letters 
"V.R." and the date, 1876, is very far from the. period which interests us. 

This is a brief story, supported hy postal documents, of the history of 
l·~ gypt, sbruggling for its independence. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

L'Orient Philatelique, Le Caire : 

r' ol. II No. 30 October 1936 - R . SeymouT Blomfiefd . . 

Ill 42 Juillet 1939 - GabTiel Boulad. 

4' Septembe1· 1939 - R. Seymom Blomfield. 

IV 48 OctobeT 1944 - GabTiel Boulad. 

56 OctobeT 1946 - lbTahim Chaftar. 

Vl 68 OctobeT 1949 - A hmed Mazloum (p. 236). 

Vlll 8'/ JanuctTy '/953 - R. Seynwm Blomfield. 

82 ApTil '/ 953 - GabTiel Boulad. 

84 OctobeT 1953 - l brahim Chaftar. 

87 July 1954 - A hmed Mazloum. 
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B. HAGOPIA.N & Co. 

79, Cite Continental - Cairo (Egypt) 

Stamps For Collectors 

Specialists in Egypt, Sudan and Near Eastern Stamps 

Wholesale & Retail 

Trade Register 77613 -Cairo. 

a 
"Mondiale" Press-Cairo 
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i! SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. U •• •• •• •• u n 
:: HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGFB :: 
~: ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE :: 
M ~ 

:: OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE ~: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• :: e Over sixty years' experience of selling stamps. ~: 

:: e Specialist Describing. ~: 
•• •• :: e Attractive and comprehensive cataloguing, :: 
:! e Direct contact with all leading collectors. ii 
:: e Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. :: 
•• •• :: e Free Valuation - subject to sales instrucUon being received :: 
:: within 2 years. :: 
•• •• :: e All Risk Insurance of stamps - in transit and pending sale. t: 
•• •• :: e Liberal advances available. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• Naturally you want the best results. Equally naturally we •• •• •• :: can give no guarantee. But it is a significant fact, that, for the :: 
:: last three years, the tot!>l realisat10n for each Bond Street Auction :: 
:: Season has exceeded the four hundred thousand pound mark. Over :: 
•• •• :: many years we have built up - and are still improving - a Service :: 
:: to the Vendor of Fine and Rare Stamps that is second to none. :: 
:: The full resources of the largest and most experienced staff :: 
:: in the field of phllat~lic auctioneering are at your disposal. Good :: 
:: class philatelic material can alway~ be considered for inclusion in ~: •• •• :: the H. R. Harmer Auctions. :: 
•• •• 
:: Contact us NOW if .you wish to sell - no matter whether it :: •• •• :: be a single rarity or a 50-volume Collection. We will be olad to :: 
:: advise and help .vou. :: 
•• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ... .. 
ii H. R. HARMER LTD. iE •• •• •• •• 
:: International Stamp Auctioneers :: •• •• •• •• i! 41, NEW BOND STREET g 
•• •• H LONDON, W.1 H 
:: AND AT Cables AND AT :: 
•• •• 
:: NEW YORK "Phistam.sel, London, W. 1" SYDNEY :: •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• ••••••••w••••••• • ••••• • ••••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~• ~·••••••• ~ • 
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