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SOME UNUSUAL EGYFTIAN POST'MARKINGS 

hy G. GOUGAS, 'S .P.E. 26:'12 

In the April and October 1961 issues, I 'h1d the opportunity to give the 
"L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE" teaders articles which appeared oa pages 
223-22i-i and 275-278 respective:y co:1CI:'rning 1wo gro ups of intaglio «seal" 
markings with while caractets on b:ack background. I haV·3 now the great 
pleasure of illustrating a third Type of this seal posmarking· which is dlf-
1'~ rent fr.om lhe two grcups already stated. 

(Fig. l) 

Figure 1. - "l'he eal IJ'OStmark -consisls of a 'SOlid circle about 2omm. 
~ n diamJ8ter. On its bottom reads the circular insc riptio:1 :"EL HAWARIA'' 
(1 ). Above i.t, in straight line , iLs lr-ans:ation in Arabic. 

In my judgment this marking might have been u:sed by the Rmal 
Postal Service. I had the occasio:1 onoe to see a cover b2itt·ing a similar 
.:eal JX!Slmark, Some time ago, a sl.amp dealer, communicated to me a na· 
{ive c-ovel· addresser:! to Gail'o, bearing a pair of 5mil . ca rmine-rose of De 
.lil Rue 1888 issue. 'f ile stamps were cancelled with a large oval biling~:ut l 

ha ndst.amp with the tex l : SERVICE RlJRAL". The date, wh ich :ger:erally 
would be in manusct'ipt on ll1e ~tamp was miSSi <~g. On the left hand 
~omer of the corner- was a seal marking very rnuch like t.he one which 
is represented in figure l. Unfortun<:~te:y, the strike was very badly 
s mudged so that I could not detect the name •.Jf I lL vi llage. T;he arrival 
oc .d.s . of Cairo was dated ? March 1891. 

W e know that in the beg inning of the Rural Service system collected 
letters were received two differents s tamps. The first with the name ·'}r 
village applied on the envelope by the postman dming his t'Ouad through 
various villages .and localities; the second stamp, ci. t·cular or 'Jval, was used 
.i n the post offiGe to ca·ncel the stamps (2). 

(Fig. 2) 
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Figure 2. - _ I a: s.o take this opportun ity to illustrate a rectangular 
marking, same ly pe which was used by the posl-man on the Rural PosLill 
Ser·vice. It con s-is ts ·of Iatin and Arabic inscriptions enclosed in a linear 
frame about tOOmm . by lOmm. The insc ription reads: "IZBET MOHAMED 
BEY ABU GAZIA" (3). " IZBET ... " whioh means "FARM ... ". 

The interes t thing about lhis m;:n·king is its giga ntic s:z:e for such n 
small locality . The larg'Bs t s ize ever· recorded for this Lype of mal'kiing did 
noL exceed 30 to 35 mm . of length. (2) 

Befo·r e ending these short nol-es . I would like to point out two ex
amtples -of official mar·kings h2ar·i.1.g a s tar and crescent in the center . 
These markin gs can log ically be placed under rrype C. The latest marking 
rJf this group recorded in "L'ORIENT PH ILATELIQUE" was the Type C. 
10 (see L'O .P . of January 1953, page 18) 

(Fig. 3) 

Figure 3. - 'l'he mae'~ing consists of double 1·ing concent1·ic circle with 
il n outer diamele1· "Of 36mm. and an inn er diameter of about 26mm. In lihe 
re nler there is a st-ar with ix divi s ions and crescent (partly h atched) face 

. up . . In the ouler ring is lhe circular inscription which reads in ltalia:n ; 
~' '(. R. POSTE EGIZIANE-ALESSANDRIA" and the inner r i-ng reads ; 
··GABINETTO-DI;;L DIRETTORE GENERALE. " The text can be translat
t d as : "V.R. Egyp tian P os t. Office-Alexatl dria I Cabinet General Direcoor. ' 

/ '-'•-

. 
' · 

'l ••• 
) 

. ; 



Oct. 64, Jan. 65 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 369 

Figure 4. - This marking is quite differe:J.t fwm the former. The 
inscriptions from Halian became bilingual which rnj:Jans French and Arabic. 
'lbis consists of a trip~e ring of concentric c.ircle. Their diameters arc 
re-spect,ively :· 37mm ., 24,5mm. and 12mm . T1he center shows a star with 
t ive divisions and a crescent face up . In the upper part of ·outer ring is 
the circular inscription whi Dh reads : "DIRECTION GENERALE DES 
POSTES EGYPTIENNES" wilh its t.ranslation in A.rabic in the lower part 
of the r:ing . l·n the middle c irc-le, in upper part, reads : "MANDATS 
TELEGRAPHIQUES." Below il , its trans~ahon in Al'1.bic. The entire text 
can be translated into English : "General Direct,ion of Egyptian Post Of
fices I Telegraphic Money Orders." 

G. GOUGAS 

(1) - HAWARIA (EL) - In the 1962 edi tion of Postal Guide, this station is clas
sified as the seventh category (ordinary and registered m ail, and ordinary parcel post). 
It is J.ocated at the railroad 1 ine between Alexa:1dria and Marsa :Vlatrouh , in Western 
desert district. 

(2) -· See L 'O.P. of Octo ber 1952, p. 512-513 and October 1963, p . 185·195. 

(3) - IZBET :v!OHAMED BEY GAZIA - The recent Pos tal Guiae editi·on did n o ~ 
mention this locality . I d id not do any research to find ou t what name cha:1ge h a l 
taken place in the c-ourse of time. 

« PHILATELISTS STORES )) 

v=: :sAl 

Ex. M. HAGOPIAN. 
R.C . 120267 Le Caire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

VENTE - ACHAT - ECHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PAYS 

et varietes 

16, Rue Abdel Khalek Sa.roit - Le Oaire 

ler etage, bureau No. 9 



L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE Oct. 64, Jan . c5 

EGYPTE 
LES CACHI!:TS A DATE DES BUREAUX DE POSTE DES HOTELS 

D'ECYPTE ( I) 

par .Term Boulad d' f-l'Um:ieres, F.R.P.S.L., 

Membre Corresporrdant de I' Academie ds Philateiie, Paris 

La collect icm des c.uchels a date successivement utilises dans chacun de 
bureaux poslaux des hOtels d 'Egypb est excessivement attrayante. 

D'un acces facile il qui saiL examin et· av<~ c attention les timbres oblile
res, et d 'un prix encn!'e lrE.s raisorwat<e, il es.t pos ible en tres. peu de temps 
d'en reunir un be1 ensemble. 

A la fin du siecle dernicr, Ioesque Le Lomis.me hivernal eLait l'une des 
peincipale resSOUI'Ces d3 l'Egyple, des hote:s luxueux, reparlis du Cair€ 
it Assouan, accueilla!enL les visiLeur fortunes du monde entier avides de 
visitet·, sous un c:imal excessivement doux et ega~ , les sites eL les vestiges 
d'une des plus anciennes civ ilisations. C'eta il a:ors "la Belle Epoque" de 
l'Egypte. 

Aussi, pc:ur rendre lt.ur sejour r,:us agreable e t p~us confortable aux 
r16tes de ces grands h6l3ls, leurs directi>J ns, en a·ccord avec }'Administra 
tion des Postes, de-cidel'8Dl-3lles d'ouvrir, dans le corps meme du baliment 
de chacun d'eux, un bul'eau de poste special particulierement reserve a ses 
holes. Le pr~pose, qui evidemment connaissait plusieurs langues etran
g·eees, etait genera!ement le m0m3 d'une annee a l 'autre, il en arrivai t 
ainsi a reco.nna!Lre des lem an~vee le.s hivemants fideles, ce qui ne pou
vait que les flat.ter et lem fair,e grand plaisir. 

Celte commodite doit etre d ' inspiration suisse puisque des 1840 l' on s i
f!na:ait dans ce pays - grand expert de l'industrie hi'>teliere - !'existence 
de bureaux postaux parLicu: iers aux hotels de montagne eloigne;; d€s cen· 
lres urbains. 

Mais d'autres pays ont aussi fait pmfit,sT les usagers de cerlains de 
leur.s hOtels de semblables facilites: les Etals - Unis, des 1890, l'Autriche it 
partir de 1895, la Hongrie en 1895 et en LJ03, l ' Inde Anglaise .et la France , 
etc . pour n 'en citer que quelques-uns. 

C'est le pr-emier novemb~·e 189 1 que fment ouverls les deux premiers 
de ces bureaux post.aux, l'un nu Shepheard's Hot..e:, l'autre au Continental 
Hotel, tous deux situes au Caire m · me. 

I) Article paru clans le J<:mrnal Philatelique Suisse de Septembre et Octobre 1963 
et reproduit ici apres plusieurs rectification. 
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Jusqu' en mai Hl03 , semble-t -il , la pluparl Lle ces ·hureaux po taux n 'e
laienl ouverls que durant l·a saiso n hi.ve male, c'est-a-dire du premier ocl..o
bre a fin mai de l'annee suivante, tout comme les h otels -auxq uels il s ela ient 
affectes ; ces dales extremes pouva n l et re r.approch ees selon les annees . 

Mai.s depuis 1903 a I 004 un certain nombre de ces et.ablissem en ls du 
Cai.re 1·estent ouved s tou te l'annee du faiL de la gra nde extension du m ou 
vement touris lique ve rs I 'Egyple. 

En HauUe-EgypLe la date de ferm eture esl main Le nue aux e nvirans du 
15 aVl'il, date du debu t des tres fad es chaleurs peu propices au Lourisme. 

Quant i.t l 'H6tel San Stef<tno ~t Alexandria qui , au contrai.re des aub•,es, 
ouvr.ait dmant la saison d'ele en meme temps que le deplacement esti.val 

Le Caire - Emplacement des Hotels Cites 

1 LE DE 

GKE'llR.E.ti 

PALAt-E 
HeT EL, 
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annuel de la Com et du GouvernemenL clans la banlieue fral che d 'Alexan
drie, l'ouverture de son burea u postal s'e lendctit generalement du 20 avril 
au 20 octobre. 

Par assimilation au mouvemenL Laurislique en Egypt.e , les deux bu
reaux suivants, don& la cl ien tele est plus particulieremenL composee de 
visiteurs et.rang;ers, onL eLe inclus dan:::. cel le lisle : 

Agence de voyages "Thos. Cook & Son", au Caire, Grands Magasins 
"Simon Arzt" a Porl-Sa'id. Ces der.niers so nl ouverts toute l 'annee par sui
le du passage co ntinue! de paquebots transitant le Canal de Suez it desti
nation des Indes et de !'Extreme-Ori ent ou en revenant. 

Depu is la fin de la secon d.e Guen·e Mondialo la classe sociale et la for
tune des lour·istes ont sens iblement ba isse au point que presq ue tons les 
but~eaux postaux spec iaux des hotels d 'EgypLe on du etre fennes par me
sure d 'economie. 

Par contre , en 1953, il en a ele ouvel'l un ~t l 'Heliopolis Palace Hotel 
[Jres du Caire et en 1959 au Nile Hilton Hotel au Caire. 

Dans cet essai de nomenclature des differents cachets a date donnu s, 
il en est reproduit le plus g rand nombre possible, !'i llustr-ation et.ant le 
mo.yen le p:us simple et le plus clair pour les di stinguer. 

Ils on t ete classes par hOtels, pa r ca tegories et pa r ord re chronologi
que avec l 'indical ion , pour chacun cl'eux, clu di ametre, des dales extrem~s 

conn ues ou signale1es de leur empl oi, de leur coulem (en p ri.ncipe elle est 
noire, seules les aulres nuances sonl incl iquees), et du nombre cl 'exem
plaires vus ou communiques par les huil principaux coll:ed ionneurs con
suites. Cette demie1·e indic.alion permettra cl'avoir une idee a ppru
ximalive d~ leur degre de rarete. 

Comme on le remm·quera, ces c.achels a date onL d 'abord ete, libelles en 
anglais avec ar.abe, so iL au milieu du texte so il clans la p<u-tie inferieure du 
cercle; vers J935 la langue urabe a ete disposee exc:usivement dans la moitie 
superieure, laissant le texle angi·ais dans la parlie inferieme, mais cet usnge 
avai~ commence a ett·e aclople des 1926. 

A ceux qui peuvenl lire l'·arabe il fau t signaler l'ev'Olution de la tr·ans
EripLion pu is de let lr·acluction du mot "Hotel" clans ces cachets ; au debut 
c'etait "Lo1<,anclat" (Shephearcl's ; Con tinental et Mena House) mot derive 
de l'italien pu is ce fut "Hotel" (Luxoe et Cataract) et enfin "Fondouq" qui 
est le mot exact pour designer un hotel. 

Un:>. paelie des renseignements conce m ant les dates d'ouverture et de 
fenn.eture de ces bureaux a ete puisee clans le Bullet.in d ' Informahon Postale 
publie periodiquemenL par l'AdrrlJini tralion des Pastes Egyptiennes a l'in· 
tenLion de .son personn el. Cependan t, p'Our ces dernieres annees, les rensei-
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e.nemen ts precis sont de plus en plus difficiles c\ oble nir cle celte Administra· 
tion, aussi. les indications donnees sont-ell es approximatives. 

Les principtmx co\lec.tionneurs spec iali ses d 'Egyple . de I• l'a nce, de Gran
de-Bre lagne et des EL.a Ls-Uni s nuu s un l four ni les elements de documentation 
ue cet a r ticle pour trouver les dales ex lt·emes d' emploi de clwcun des types de 
cache.ts a daLe, ce SO ll L nolamm ent: Mr. Gabriel Boulacl cl ' \lexandrie, Mr . 
P. Langlois d-e P cu·is . le Dr. Gm·don Vilcu-cl au jomd'hui decede, MM. J 'Ohn 
Revell, John H.E . Gilbel't , C.W. Minell et J.L. Heap de Geande-l3retagne, 
Petet' A.S. Smith des Etats-Un is. 

Les r eprodu ctions on i. eLe execulees specialemenl par Mt·. Alfred DazzL 
a utre collec.tionneur speciali s te d 'Egy pte, qui a l'avantage, ayant longue
rn.ent sejourne clans ce pays, de co n nallre la Jang ue aralJe ce qui f,acilite 
gnmdement la Lran sc ri pl ion des Lexles arubes des cache ts. 

Ces reproduction s en g randeur t'eelle sont a uss i peecises q ue possible 
mais pour celles dont il n 'a pu etre obLenu d'emp t·e in tes co.mpleles il n ' a 
ete reprodui t que let portion communi qu ee. 

Dans ! 'enumerati on qui suit i l se ru clon11e p·J ut· chaque hotel une 
comte notice le concemant afin de mieux le s ilu er dan s le temps; clans la 
mesme du possible elle se ra accompagnee d'une phol·Jgraphi e datant 
generalement d '<tVanL 1914. a fin de mieux en fai re appara 'll re la splendeur 
d 'an tan. 

Le Ca.ire et Environs 

Shepheard's Hotel, au Caire 

Le plus ancien et le plus celebre 
des h6lels d 'Egyple. Cl'ee en i843 par 
Sarrlfuel Shepheard sous le nom de 
Nouvel Hotel Bl'itannique pui s 
d 'Holel Britann ique Shepheard , 1: 
resta jusqu'en 1861 ent-re les mains 
de son fondateur. En 1801 son no u
vea u propriela ir-e le clemol it entiere
ment et le recon stmisit en ci nq mois; 
depuis, il a ete agrancli lrois f'O is, il 
l 'amail ete une qualriem e s'il n'avait 
ete detrui t par le feu le 26 janvier 

1952 lot·s des eme utes. 

Le nou veau "Sh epheard '::; 
Hotel" a u Caire. 

Au jourd 'hui , reconstruil cl ans un slyle tres m oclerne sur ~es rives du 
Nil, i:t cote de l'Hotel Semiramis , il a ete1 inaugure le 20 juillet 1957. 
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Bureau de posle special ouved le l er novembre 1 "9 L et disparu le 26 
janvi er 1952 lOl's de l'incendie cl e l'hotel. 

Dans la nouvelle constm ction il n'y n, pns de bureau de po::;Le special 
mais le concierge affranchi L le counier qui lui est rem\is au moyen d'une 
mach ine it affranchir .au nom de cet eta blissemen L; son empreinte est re 
produite ici apres les cachets a date. 

~0. 

1 
2 
3 
/! 

5 
G 
7 

8 

\) 

10 

11 

Le Sllepheard's Hotel vers 1900. 

DiametrE 
en mm 

31 
32 
31 
28 

30 
30 
:26 
28 

26 
28 

Premiere Dcrniere 

elate signal ee 

.14.12 .91 10.5. 9S 
27. L2 .Ql 15.6. !)I 

8. 3.93 13 .8. 98 
14.. 1. 09. 
- 5. 06 22.2. O~ J 

20 .11 .Q'7 20.10.09 
23 .3. 09 31.3. 2ti 
7.12 .31 26 .1. 52* 

18.11.10 12.12.36 

9. 3.38 9. 11.46 

Machine a affr.anCihit 

Nombrc 
d'exemplaires Remarques 

vus 

16 
8 

23 
1 

58 
17 
5 1 
43 * Matinee du joUl' de 

l' incendie de l'hotel. 
32 Cachet de la Caisse 
12 Cachet de la Caisse 

6 Trois empreint.es rouges 
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ContinerutaJI Hotel, au Cairo 
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Le second plus ancien hotel du Caire puisq u' il remon~e a 1885 lors
qu 'il se denomnvai~ "New Hotel" . Par la sui te il s'est successivement 
appele Conbnen~al Hotel, Grand Continental Ho~el et enfin ConLinen
la l Savoy. 

Cons iderablement endommage le 26 janv ier 1952 lors des emj8utes du 
Cuil'e, il a ete 1·apidement restaure pour l'au t.omne de la meme annee. 
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Le Contin enta l vcrs 1914 

Bureau postal special ouvert le 1e r novembre 1891, provisQirement 
ferme le 26 j:anvie r 1952; et touverl v ra isemblablement en octobre 1952 : 
il a d(t fermer peu de temps .apr€s . 

Derniere Premiere Nombrc 
="0. 

Diametre 
d'exemplaires Remarques e n mm 

date signalee vus 

1 31 8. 2. f)!~ !1. 3.00 7 

2 26-27 3.00 :"> . 2.00 85 

3 30 9 . 1.01 1 1. 3.09 12 

!1 30 8. 5 .09 - 1.22 31 

5a 29 30 . 4.22 ll. 8.25* 
30 *Dntes approximatives 

5b 29 ft.26* 8. 5.3? 

t3 28 16. 2.34 2 1. 11.53 '79 

7 30 ;20.1l. l0 J5. 2.22 17 Cachel de ln Caisse 

g 30-32 1~. 3.22 1l. 2.29 20 Cachel de la Cai se 

9 30 20 .1 2.Lt0 J.J0.52 13 Cachet de la Cai sse 
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1 

5a. 

7 

Mooa House Hotel, 
aux Pyramides, 
pres du Caire. 
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2 3 4 

5b. 6 

8 9 

Le Mena House vers 1950 
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Si~ue en plein desed. aux pieds des Pyramides, c'est un des hol·els de 
repos et de grand air les plus f.ameux d 'Egypte. 

Bureau pos.tal special ouver ~ le 15 decembre :l8Q.l , il a du elre fermc vers 
HlOO ou 1904 et remplace pa r un bureau public amenage it quelques metres 
cle son jardin au bout de la r ou te qui du Caire conduit aux PyramidAs. 

No. 

1 

Diametre 
en mm 

30 

Premiere Derniere 

date signalee 

21.3.92 30.4.94 

Nombre 
d'exemplaires R emarques 

vus 

7 

Gheziroo Palac;e Holteil, au Cai:re 

Le Ghez ireh Palace Hotel au Caire vers 1912 

Amenage dans le palais qu'avait fait w nstruire en 1869 le Vice-Roi 
I small Pacha pour y recevo i ,. l ' lmperatrice Eugenie lors de son voyage pour 
inaugurer le Ganal de Suez , il a du fermer ses portes en i9H. Bureau 
postal special ouver t en noventbre 18'-14 et ferme lors de la. cloture de l'hotel. 

Diametre lJremiere Derniere Nombre 
No. cl'exemplaires en mn1 elate signalee vus 

.i. 43 19. U. 94 22. 12.07 38 
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Sa.voy Hotel, au Caire 

2 

3 4 

Le Savoy H 6tel a u Cai re ve rs 1912 

S itue ea plein cenlt·e de la v ill e il a du elre ouvert en n overnbre :1 898 
muis n 'a pas eu une lres longu e vie puisq u' il dut fem-:J<er en 1914 p ar sui ta 
cle sa r equi siti on pa r l'annee br ila nn ique qu i y avai l elabli un de ses 
quartier s gen erau x . Apres la prem iere G uetTe iVl>Ondiale il ne fu l pas 
w uved , ma is cl em oli et r em place pa r un imme uble de mpport. 

Cependant , comme i1 a ppaden aiL i:t la m em e soc iete qu e celle de l' h6 lel 
Conlinontal, son nom fut conserve eL ajoule i:t celui de ce demier pour en 
J'aire le Continental Savoy. 

Bureau postal special ouved le h~ r no vembre .1. 8!18 e t fe rme en mars
<tv ril 1014. 

Diam etre l 'rem iet·e Dernie re NomlJ r e 
No. cl'exemp la i re~ R em a rques 

e n mn1 
elate sig na lee vus 

- --- -
1 32 30. ]2. 98 2 1.1 U l9 3 
., 27 H. 3.00 5 . 8 .'10 34 

3 26-27 - 4.0l. - .11.1 3 13 
lt 26 -- .- .09 2.1 1.l3. 8 
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3 

5 

8 
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L es bureaux de l'Agence "Thos. Cook & 
Son" au Caire· vers l 912. Ce batiment eta it autrefo is 

le s iege du Consulat de Grancl e - Bretagne au Caire 

6 7 

~· S Or-f:' 
(0(j CA IRO /(; 

<:.> R P ~ 
-----

3-1113 16 .]PM 

9 10 

Le No. 8 est compose d 'a pres unf' rlescription; il n 'est done pas absolument con
forme a !'original mais permet de s·eh faire une idee. 
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A1genoe de Voyoges 

Thos, CoOJk a:11d Sou, au Caire 

lnst.allee clans !'ancien hotel parl icuher du Consulnt de Grande-Bl·e
lagne, jus te a cote du Shepheard 's Hotel , elle a dCt OUVl'il' ve l's :a fin de 
18D4 et a di sparu le 26 janvi er 1952 in cendiee par les emeuliers q ui mirent 
le feu a un g rand ;10mbre d 'etabli ssem enls du Caire. 

Bureau postal special ouvert en novembre 18911 eL di sparu le 26 janvier 
1952 avec l'ince ncli e des but·ea ux. 

:-.lo. Diametre 
en mm 

i 31 
2 28 
3 26 
4 28-29 
5 33 
6 20 
7 29 
8 20 

9 29 

]0 2\:l-30 

Pr emiere Demiere 

date signalee 

]8 . 1.95 
5. 4.03 
5 . 6.09 

18. 4.33 
13. H.43 
29 .11.24 

6. 3.3? 
- .- .10 

3. 3.16 

l-1. 1.35 

6. 4.09 
22. 4.05 
30. 0.29 

26. 5.31 

21. 6.11 

28. 3.31 * 

6. 5.47 

Semiramis Hote·I, au Caire 
·-,{ .~ 

A dCt elre inaugure vers 1007 ; 
situe sur les rives du Nil , il a long
temps ele l 'etablissement le plus luxu
eux du Caire. 

Burea u postal special ouvert 
vraisenljblablement en novembre
decembre J 907 et fenne en avril 1910 
pou r etre rempl.ace pm· un bureau 
public de quar tier s ilue dans lt~ 

voisinage . 

:-.lombre 
d'exempla ' re ; Remarques 

V·llS 

23 
8 

19 
1 
9 
1 

i 

2 

2 

Cachet de la Caisse 
Cache t de la Gaisse 
Cac·het de Recommanda-
t ion et de Colis P os l-aux 
Cachet de RecDmmanda· 
tion et de Colis Postaux. 

* en v iolet 
9 Caohel de Recommanda

tion et de Oolis Postaux. 

L'Hotel Semir·amis vers 1956 
A droite le nou veau Shepheard's 
en cour·s de constru cti'On. 
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No. Diametre 
en mm 

30-31 
2 28 
3 26 

1 
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Premiere Dcrnier e .:\ombrc 
·- cl' cxemplaires Remarques 

elate signalee v us 

25 .1.08 5.2.08 2 
- .2.07 J 1.2.0() 4 

'7 .2.1 0 8.4.10 6 

2 3 

Heli.opolis PaJ.ae-2 Hote1I, a Heliop-olis, 
pres du Cail'e. 

I na ugure en 1900- 19l0, il ful 
longtemps le plu grand et le 
plus lu xueux hote l d u monde. 
ll a du bmsq uem enL fermer ses 

1 2 

po d es le 25 octobr e 
Ll utol'i le . egyp liennes 

c icle cl ' ucquel'ir ce 

pout' y in s taller le 

Gou ve l' nemen t Central 

R .A.U. 

L'Heliopolis Palace Hotel pres clu Cai re vers 1911 

1 D58, l es 

ayanL de

batiment 
iege du 

de 1.a 
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Un bureau postal a dll y etee 'OUved en Hl55 ; il a ete ferm e 

le 25 octobre :1.958. 

1 
2 

Remarqu es 
. , Premiere Der ni ere Nombre 

Dwmetre ___________ cl'exempla.ires 
e n mm elate sig nalee vus 

35 
35 

---------- ··--------
8 .10.55 
1. 10. 55 1.1..5'1 

1 
3 

Cachet de la Gaisse 
Cachet du "Trafic" et de 
''Recomm.andaLion" 

Niie HiltoillJ Ho;b~l au Caill'e 

In augure le 22 fevri e t· 1059 sur les t·ives .du Nil , non loin du Musee 
Egyplien , cet hotel es l le de l'n ie l' en date h avoil' e te doLe d 'un bureau 
pos lnl special quir a ouve l' L le jom m .'::m e de cette inaugum tion. 

22 2 59 8 - 9 A 

1 

VI SIT EGYPT- 111 Ulm Of ETBW ~ 
Alelf( ex_~ Jt~ 

11 11 63 = CA I R 0 -~I 
3 

2 

I f 

MillS ~ 
POSTES~I 
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No. Rema rques 
Diametre Premi ere Demi ere )lombre 
en mm ---- - ----cl'exemplaires 

elate s ignalee vus 

i 

2 

3 

34 22. 2.59* 

34 - .J.2.62 
Machin e it .affra'Dchir 

Haute-Egypte -

Luxor Hotell, a 'Louxor 

9.6.63 4 

1 

*Premier jour 
En core en usage. 
Uti li see par !'administra

tion de l'hotel. 

OuverL p robablem ent e n mwembre 1893, il exis le en cor e acluellement.. 

Bureau postal special Cl' ee en novembre 1893 eL fe rm e vraisemblable· 
ment en avril JD00 pal' suile de la cr ea tion du \Vinter Palace Hotel ap
pat·tenant a la m eme soc iele et d 'un plus g rand luxe . 

No. 

1 
2 

Diametre 
en mm 

30 
27-28 

Premiere Derniet·e Nombre 
d'exemplaires 

elate s ignalee Vl.lS 

5 .1 .9!1 

19.2.01 

25 .. l .Ol 

5.1.09 
14 
36 

W~nte~r Pala.oo Hotel, a Looxor 

2 

R.emarques 

Vu aussi en bl eu 

Holel de g rand luxe ouved probablement en n ovem lw e 1905, il exis te 

enco re actuel lem ent. 

Bmea u post.a l spec ia l ouver t e n novembre 1905 ; celte ceealion devait. 
provoq ue r quelques ann ees plus tard la fermeture de celui du Louxol' Hote l 

qui lui es t voisin. 
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No. 

1 
2 
3 
/1 

~) 

6 
"7 

1 

Le "Winter Palace Hotel" a Louxor vers lll l 2 

Diametre Premi er e Derni er e Nombr e Rema rq ues 
-------- cl'exemplaires en mm elate signalee vus 

30 - 2.06 8. 12.07 3 
30 17 .12. 06 - 4.14 20 V u a u ssi en bl et: 

30-3i 6. 3.00 - 4.1ll 9 
30-31 13. 1.12 29 .11.30 5 Vu a u ssi en bleu 

30 7. :1. 23 H . 3.37 35 V u n.u ss i en bleu 

30-3 L 7. 1.27 15 . 2.50 :11 V u a u ss i en bleu 

26-27 1. 2.33 14. 2.50 20 Vu uu ss i en bleu 

2 3 

5 6 7 

Le No. 1 est com pose cl "apres un cmquis 
Le No. 3 com por te des ca ssure~ plus ou moins marquees 

de la lig ne ho l"izontale sous "Pa lace"' 

385 

4 
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Cataract Hotel, a Assnuan 

Situe dnns un site merveil

leux , sur:plombant le Nil , eeL 
hotel;t di't elre Nee en novembre 
/decembt'e 1900. Son bmeau 
postal spec ial a ele ouvert a. la 
rneme date, novembre/decembre 
1900. 

Diametre Pl·emi.ere Derniere 
::-.!o. en m1n . date signalee 

1 28 4.1.01 18.i.1lt 
2 28-29 5.2 .21 26.2.28 

3 28 '10.3.26 21 :12.5ll 

Sa.voy Hotel, a Assoruan 

Quoique merveilleusemen t 
b ien s itue sur l'ile Elephantine 
au m,ilieu du Nil, eel !hotel pro
bablement ·ouvert en n ovembre/ 
decembre '1902 n 'a pas vecu 
lres longtemps pui squ'en fin 
1913 l'on ne r et rouve plus sa 
trace . 

Bmeau postal special ouvert 
en novembr e/decembre 1902 et 
ferme ver·s avril 1913. 

Le cataract Hotel a Assouan. 

2 3 

NomlJre 
cl' exemplaires Hemarques 

v:us 

70 Vu aussi en bleu 

9 
21 Vu a us si en bleu 
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1 

Diametr e Premiere Dern i ~ re 
No. -------e n mm 

date s ig nalee 

1 28-29 22.12.02 
2 28-2!) 8. 3.05 

Alexandrie et Port-Said 

San S1tefano Hotel, 
(pres d'Alexandrie) 

- .- .09 
27. 2.13 

2 

Nombre 
cl 'exemplaires Remarques 

vus 

21 
4 Vu aussi en bleu 

387 

Adm irablem enL hien s ilue aux envi rons d 'Alexand ri e non loin de la 
mer, cet holel qu i ic d1\ ouvrir en ma i 1896 serva iL de residence esbvale i't 
un lres g rand nombre de hauts foncl ionnaires du Gouvernern ent q ui suivaient 
la Cour lorsqu 'elle se tran sferai t i1. Alexa nclt"ie dUt·anl la sa iso n chaud e. 

Bureau pos La l special ouveden ·nua i 1895 ; sa lra·ce se pe rd ap res l' ete HH6. 
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Diametre 
en mm No. 

Premiere Dern iere Nombre 
--------- --- d'exemplaires Remarques 

i 
2 
3 
4 

5 

26 
28 
28 
27-28 
28 

6.7.95 
8.5.96 

28.9.90 
27.7.08 
6.7.16 

4 

date s ignalee 

8.9.99 
18.9.07 

1.9.1.1 
23 .8.16 

2 

5 

i 
12 
26 
g 

3 

vus 

3 

Le No. 1 est compose cl'apres un croquis: 
la band e m ediane avec la date est ici trop etl'Oite. 

)lo. 2 la elate devra it etre 8 IX, 99. 

Gra.nds Ma.gas.ins 

Simon Arzt, a Port Said 

Get etablissement de Port
Said peut repondre tt toutes les 
exig'€nces des V'Oyageurs, tr.a.n
sit.ant le Canal de Suez, lors de 
leurs escales da.ns cet ville; il 
est un~versellement oonnu des 
a-nciens coloniaux des Indes et 
de l ' Extl~eme-01~ient. 

... . 
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Bureau posktl special ouverL pour la commodile des voyageu rs, et aussi 
des habitan ls de P ort-Said u~s i dun t dans son voisinage ou y faisant des 
nchats, probablemenb en 1934 ; il fut ferme quelques moi s it la f in de i956 
et ·au debu t -de 195'7 p;.u· su il.e d 'opernti·;:ms m ilila ires p ui s rouvert sans 
dout.e dan s le co urant. de 1. 95'7 . 

Diametre Premier e Dernier e Nombre 
No. d 'eX'emplaires R em a rques 

en mm 
da te signalee vu s 

1 Z7 24.9.34 2lL2.60 31 Vu en violet en 1934 
28 1.2.38 4.3 .55 li 
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SirUDE SUR. LES S.URCHAR.GES' DOUBLE ET RENVEiRSEIE 

du 30 mill iemes Aviat ion em is pour le Co ngres de 1946. 

,Jar A . .3houcair et A. Michel 

Ces deux surcharges (doubl e eL renversee) sonl les varieles majemes 
de ce timbre. Au ssi, vu les prix imporlnnts alte ints pout ces an'Omahes , les 
faussni res on t ele e nco urages i:l. imiter ces surcharges et ant reussi a les 
fai re accepter co mme <wthent iques par les amatem s. 

Or, surement , l'cunate u1· ne peut, sous le co uvert d 'une soi-disant 
lJonne affai re, payer un t imbre de cetle vale ur sans la fa ire certifier au
thenLique. L 'etude fai te sur ce timbre pennet, non seulemenL de delivrer 
un certificat d'authenlicite, mai s de les locali ser dun s les feuilles s i ce sonl 
des timbres isoles ou davantage. 

Sur le timbre n·Jrma l la surcharge comporle deux lignes 

k - }~1 JJ':.ll j_,Jll ._~_,~1 ;:,..)\L\ )·_; .. 

Le Ca i re 1946 - ' -. t , ~ ...... \_i\1 

La longueur de la l ere ligne pe ut varier en tre un m inimum de 33± mm. 
et. un maximum de 34:} mm . Celle de hl seconde en lre 33 mm. el 34k mt11. 
La lon gueur de ces lignes sont done des po ints de repere mathe'maliques . 

Deux autres poinb de repere egalemen t mathematiques sont 

1) La dista nce enlre les deux li gnes q ui varie auss i et 

2) Le placement des deux lig nes l'une par r.appod i:l. l ' autre . 

Afin, done, de determinet· l'auLhenticite d ' une sm charge il faut com
mencer par mesurer la longueur des deux lig nes de celle-ci. A eel effet nous 
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avons etabli, en les mesurant tres s·oigneusement, la longueur des !ignes de 
ehaque timbre de la feuill e et les avo.ns classes par Ol"dre de g randeur de 
la premiere li gne el avons etabli le tableau ci-contre au moyen duquel il 
est ai se de trouvet· la 'O U les surch arges de la fe uille don t les dimensions 
correspondent. aux dimension s du Limbre sous examen. 

Si les dimensions conj ointes des deux lignes ne correspond ent a aucune 
comhinai son de dimen sions dan s le tablea u, le timbre doit etre considere 

comme incontes lablernenl faux . 

Dans le ·cas contrait··e le timbre peut elre situe sur la feuill<'l dans une 
ou plusieurs positi ons . Dans le pt·emi er cas aucun e difficulte ne se presenltl 
eL on peut procecter i.t la seconde elape qui consisle it m esurer la distance 

entre les deux ]ignes . 

Dans le second cas on peut com mencer pat' eliminer cerlains empla
cements a cause du depla·cem ent d ' un e l igne par rapp'Ol'L i.t l ' autre. Ceci 
est assez aise, car ce depla cement peul varie1· considerablemen~. 

Si, apres -celte elimination, le doule subsiste, quanl c\ !'emplacement 
du timb re, la mesure de la ·distance entre les deux ]ignes devrait le situer 
d 'une fago n categorique ou , au plus, limite.r son emplacem ent. a, au maxi
mum, d eux endroits. C'es t al01·s que l' essai photogr.aphique do it etre fa it. 
Get essai consiste a photographier , agrandi, le timbre normal a.insi que 
celui a exam iner et it surimpress ionn er les deux neg.a tifs; leur padaite co'inci
uence est une preuve categorique cl' au thentici le. 

Il nou s a et.e prese nte dernieremenl deux de ces timbres, l'un avec un e 
double surcharge tt·es net te, l'aulre avec un e surcharge renversee. 

Nous avons procede, cornme decrit plus haut, .au mesurage des deux 
lignes de la surcharge du premier timbre, et avons tr.ouve que ces deux 
!ignes depassaient les 3Il millimetres . Or, en se referant au tablec'lu , 11ou;; 
avons constate qu 'aucune sm charge de la feuille n 'avait les deu.x lignes 
depassan t les 34 millimetres . Ce timbre etait done incontestabl em ent faux, 
quoique reconnu comm e authentique. 

Quant au timbre dont la su rcharge etait r enversee nous l' avons a isement 
s ilue sm· la feuille grace au tableau; no us avon s ensuite procede a la su
perimposition photogt·aphique et apl'es avoir ·consta te la. parfaite concordance 
des surcharges , nous avons pu ce rtifier incontes tablement son authenticite. 
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Tableau des mesures des deu x lignes de la surchm·ge classees 
par ordre de gmndem· de la 1ere li.gne.. 

Emplace- l ere 
m ent du ligne 
t imbre en mm . 

H 
26 
45 
32 
49 
50 

21 
24 
29 

2 

3 
41 
23 
30 

4 
33 
47 
42 
34 
13 

18 
37 

38 
39 
44 

:33 3/ 8 

33 t 

" 

" 

33 5 /8 

2eme 
ligne 

en mm. 

33 3/4 
34 

33 
33 1j8 
33 t 
33 t 
34 
33 
33 t 

33 3JR 

33 t 

" 
33 3j4 
33 7/8 
34 

33} 

33 1 /8 

Emplace- l ere 2eme 
m en t du ligne ligne 
timbre en mm. en min. 

9 
6 

22 
36 
48 
35 
15 

1 
27 
16 
:L7 

8 
12 
14 

5 

7 

19 
10 

25 
46 
40 

20 

28 

31 
43 

33 3/ 4 

" 

34 1/ 8 
34± 

33 
33 t 
33 ~ 

" 
33 7 / 8 
33 

33 i /8 
33 t 

33 3/ 8 
33 t 
33 7 (8 

34 

34 1/ 8 . 

331 

33 3j8 
33 t 
33 3 jlt 

34 

, 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negooiant en Timbres-Poste 

22. Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 007 

ACHlAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 
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EGYPT SECOND ISSUE 1867 (l) 

by D1'. W. BYAM, O.B.E., F .R.P .S.L . 
.4 P.-lPER RE.tD BEFORE TilE ROY.-lL PHIL.4.TELIC SOCIETY , 

LONDON, ON !l f rlRCH 4th , /037. 

This is Lhe fir·st pictor·ial issue of Egypt. H was necessiLaled by the 
inabili ty of persons ignoeant of Arabic lo recGgnise anything characteristic 
of Egypt on Lhe stamp of th e first issue. The design adopted, showing 
the sphinx and a pyr·amid in the centre, left the country of origin no longer 
in doubt and made poss ible the r etention of Arabic lettering for the in
scriptions. 

The Decree announcing the issue is da ted at Alexandria on 11th of 
July, 1867, and ~be stamps came into use on Jst of August followin g. The 
Post Office notice beal'ing thi s Decree \Vas printed in fou:: languages, 
Arabic, Italian , Feench and Engli sh , Ilalian sharing p r·ide of place with 
lhe local tongue, an indicaliCln of lhe g r·eat influence of Italians ou the 
eady posl.al developmenL of th e country . 

Each notice announcing Lhe issue, as exhibited in the various post 
offices, canied a seL of lhe six s l.amps. The example I pass round is 
evidence lhat .all values were ready for use on Lhe ist. of August, 1867, 
and demonstrates the shades of th e orig inal printing. In addition, it ha':! 
the advantage of bearing a copy of the J pi.asLre s tamp which shows re
mains of the extra character in the lower label a bout whioh 1 have a good 
deal to say later. I only lmow of one other specimen of this notice.. H 
forms par t of the Royal Collection in Egypt, having formerl y belonged to 
Mackenzie Low. 

PRESENT XNOW' L IWGE 

I will now atlempt to summari se what has so tar been written about 
these stamps. 

(a) They wer-e designed by F. Hoff of Silesia and engraved by him 
on metal, four times (2 x 2) for each value, lhe resulting blocl<s servi ng as 
the dies ; from these, transfers were taken and, it. is suggested , la id down 
on the lilhog1~aphic stone m doub:e rows, each of f ive blocks of four, form
ing an entir·e sheet of 200 stamps, arranged in 20 horizontal rows of iO 
each . (Melville.) 

(I hope to sh ow later that original stones were prepared by :means of 
tt·ansfers feom the d ie and that transfers from these original stones were 
Laken to build up the printing stones. ) 

( 1) This interesting articloe, by late Dr. W. Byam , was published in No. 37 of 
July, 1938 of this journal, and is now reprodu ced h ere to g ive satisfaction to the 
numerous members wl1o do not p::Jssess the afor e·said edition . 
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(b) To another distinguished philatelist, P.L. Pembeeton, belongs the 
honout· of having acc urately described the character-istics of th e four "Die 
Varieties" for each value, >vhich, in addition , he was able to allot to theit' 
cot·rect pos itions on the die. Thi s he did by studying a co mplete set of die 
p roofs now in lhe Royal Collect ion in Egypt. I shovv a photog raph of these 
proofs which were struck in blacl' on two sheets of papet' , on one of which 
are skele ton sketches of the ce ntral ovals nnd parts of the frames of t.wo 
stamps. Above lhese sketches are hOt··izonlal lines <IJ1parenlly similar to 
the lines of the bacl<ground of lhe st.amps. (The proofs are too clea t' and 
sharp to be from a li t.hographi c stone, and as lhe four variants of each de
sign .a re the result of fou t' sepatate eng rav ings iL is on ly ri g'ht that they 
should be desc ri bed as Di e \'ari eli es rather than Types. as has been the 
accepted cus tom hitherto. The latter is a term r eserved by ph ilatelists for 
va riants ari sing from the formaLion of a matrix s lone, when the di stingui sh 
ing fea tures result from blemishes in separable from the acts of lithographic 
transfer, whet>eas in the pt'€sen t ·instance th e fom varieties nre essentially 
different, because Lhey were engraved sepamle ly by hand). 

P emberton' s art icle appenred in the "Philateli-c Journal of Great Britain" 
for Apri l 20th 19 10. It should be referred to for the detail s by which the 
fom varieties of each di e may be recogni sed . 

(c) V. P enasson of Ale·xandria printed the s tamps, under Government 
supe rvi sion. A plain wh ite wove paper was used which was subsequenlly 
impressed with a pseud o-watermat'l< , n. crescent with a five-pointed s tar 
above. At fit·st a colourless, but later a bt"ownish . gum. was used. Single-line 
perforation : 15 X 12t. All valu es excepL lhe 5 piasb·es are found imper
forate. The I pi asLre ex isLs roulel led and .also pin-perforated. No bisected 
stamps w ere authori sed, Lhough the 10 pant and .I and 2 piastres are found 
genuin ely used in thi s condition . 

(d) In Lhe "Ph ilate li c Journal of Great. Brita in" f·-) t· Jun e, 1927, the late 
A.J. Sefi descr i.bed the ex lt·a character to be see n in Lhe lower i·nsc ription on 
Variety II of the 1.0 para value. He poinled out lhRt lhi s character was only 
::een on early printings and wus .no t. pt·esent in co lour on the die proof, 
fr'O m which facts he surmi sed that the proofs h ad been Laken subsequent 
lo the ori ginal t.ran sfer . He also consid ered that a second ltansfer had 
been laid down in 1869 on wh ich no trace of lhe ex lrn charad9l· occurred. 
Furthe t· , he recognis ed fo r the f itst time "a ve ry d isLincL impression in 
a lbino" of the ex tra c.haractm· on lhe di e pro'Of . This he aLLempted to ex
plain by suggest ing lhat lhe depressed area ,had been carefully fill ed in 
with metal, "so as no t to lake any ink when the plate was used for trans
ferring pmposes," adding that " Lhe metal must have proj ected very slighlly 
above the flat smface of lhe plate, g iving, jn consequen ce, a typographical 
albino impression on the printed pr'Oof. " (This was, of course, a very 
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important obse rvation, as it confirmed lhe opin ion lhat the di es were m elal 
engmvings, but the explanation g iven is incon·ec~, as the impres ion of the 
character on the die proof is rai sed above the smface Gf L.he paper an d not 
depressed , as would have bee n the cas·2 had m elal proj ec ted in lh e w ay 
Sefi suggests.) 

(e) The remains of a compa ntble extra characler in the lower label 
vf all four var ieties of lll e I pias tre ·were desc l'ibed by me as oc.curring on 
the early prinLings of lhat stamp. Th is obse rvalinn was 1·ec·orded in a 
shorL paper submi tlecl in competition for the Herts Ph i l.at elic Society 's Cup 
in March, 1932. 1 slwJI refer at some length to thi s matte r later . 

(f) "Il Corriere Filateli c•J" of March 31s t, 193!1, contained an artide 
by Dr-. Emili o Diena alluding to lhis same extra character on the I piastre. 
Diena ·omitted to note Lha t the remain s of the character hnd a specific ap
peara nce on each Di e Var-iety and gave no satisfactory explanation of ils 
disappearance or signifi cance. 

(g ) For a long time it ba been reco rded tllal some copies of the L 
pias lre have four clots ove r the ri g,ht-hand ·word in th e lower la.IJel, while 
others have only lhree . Th·is fac t was ascri bed by Mackem.i e Low lo 
vmTious sta les .of the di€. Hi s .assumption presupposed that more Lhan one 
slon e had been p repa red for the producLion of Lh i s tamp. 

(h) Two main prinlings have bee n ca talogued , the first in 18ti7 , the 
second in 1869. 

THE PRODUCTION OF TilE PRINTI NG STONES 

So much for out· knowledge lo daLe. I now Lum Lo a consideration of 
my th€·ories regarding the production of the printing stones . 

Firs t, let me say ·how much I owe lo Mr. Charles Ecob, lale of Pet'kins , 
Bacon c~ Co., who has confirmed my ob ervalions and verified and extended 
greatly my conclusion . 

The die fo 1· each value was engwved fom limes, and I thinl.:: w e can 
accepL the f,ad that Lhe eng mvin g was done on melal and not on stone a.s 
suggested by Dr. Di ena. 

The die pt·oof of the 10 pa ra w hich I show is, fortunalely , of Vari€ty 
11 , and if ca refully exam i.ned can be seen to show th e extra characte r in 
albino described by Sefi. H will be noticed that the embossed albino im
press:ion is a faithful reprodudion ·of the character seen on the eady prin
tings of Lhe stamps. Moreovet· , i t is ra ised above Lhe sudace of th e paper. 
Had metal fillin g been used in the way suggested by Sefi it is n ead .y 
certain t.he ohal'acter would have become deformed, a nd it would h ave been 
dep1·essed ins tead of be·ing raised . 
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Before slating how I think this appearance was produced, it would be 
well t-o describe the sleps by which lhe lithographic stone would be prepared 
from a die engr:aved on metal. 

Before inking, the metal die must be warmed (this pt·ocess would 
effectually rule -out the use of certain mater-ials, such as wax, etc. , whic·h 
might conceivably have been used fot' filling unwanted lines or characters 
such as the one under discussion). The die \v.as then inked and wiped, 
after which unwan led portions of the design could be "stopped out" by 
being covered with portion s of the paper. A transfer was then pulled and 
the "stopping ouL" paper took the portion of the impression it was desired 
to avoid. The "stopping out" paper musL of necessity be extremely thin in 
order to two id what is technic.ally descl"i bed as "bridging" of the design 
beyond its margin. Such bridging would result in blurring or disappear
ance of sunounding lines. Being thin , . "stopping out" paper would be 
unable to prevent. the tmnsfet· papet· si nking, under pressure, into ~he 

engr·avecl surf.ace, but this would not result in anything more than an 
albin-o impression such as we see on the die proof of the 10 para. What I 
have described for the process of transfer would , of course, hold good 
when a die proof was being taken on stouter material, and this, I believe, 
is the explanation of the albino impression und er consideration. 

The transfer obtained in this way, bearing the four vaxieties of the die, 
was laid down on a small lithographic tone technically known as the 
'·original stone. " If required, the design could then be "touched up" in 
order to strengthen existing lines ·or to make acldilions, this ·wor·k being 
cal't'iecl out by means of a fin e bru h pencil with ,.vhich lilhogr:aphic ink 
would be applied. 

The impression on the original slone was next "rolled up" to rein
force the grease-retai ning properlies of lhe inked des ign and was then 
powdered with resin. Subsequently, the slone was etched with weak nitric 
acid, to increase the grease-rej ecting power- of the blanl< areas and to add 
to heir water-holding capacity. The acid was then washed off with water , 
the stone was "gummed in" and dried. Finally, the gum, was washed of·f 
lhe ink used for "rolling up, " the powder was removed with turpentine 
and the stone became ready for the work of preparing t ransfers wherewith 
the printing stone was to be laid clown. 

I !have been unable to find evidence that anything like an intermediate 
.stone was prepared fa.r any of the values. Fifty transfers, t.herefore, would 
be required to lay down a printing stone for 200 sLamps. These trans
fers were ta-ken from allJ original stone .and not fwm the die. Consideration 
of the stones used for the printing of the 1. piasLre will prove this statement. 

An extra character, such as we have seen on the iO para, could have 
been "stopped out" on the die , or could have been "destroyed" eithe,r on 
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the origi nal stone or on lhe printing stone by means of acid. Undoubtedly, 
attempts 'Of this nature, varying with the different duties , w ere :made 
during all three stages of production and will be described in detail l.a:ter. 
On the 10 para the exhu charac.te r- must have been "slopped out" 011 the 
die, before the preparat ion of lhe second printing stone. Hence the albino 
impression on the die proofs . 

STA_MPS 

I novv turn t·o a consideration of the slamps. 

:1 P .,lR.tl. 
There is little to say abouL thi s value. I have been able to reconstruct 

the sheet, and on this I detect no ev idence of (a) the use of an intermediate 
stone; (b) touching up or- retouching, (c) .substituted transfers . 

All blocl<s of thi s stamp which I have s tudied can be placed on the 
une sheet, and itJ is fairl.y safe , therefore, to .assume that o·nly one stone was 
used and tJhat it did not undergo aller1ation in 186\J w·hen the second main 
printing of this issue took place. 

Various shades of yellow can be recognised, from a pale lemon to <t 

ri ch orange-yellow. 

are 

Printing-st'One flaws which are suffic iently prom inent to be collectable 

No . 14. A large coloured spot .i usl ·within the oval lo the north-west. 

No. 30. The "chain" flitW in the north-west quadmnt of the stamp. 

No. 127 . A while flaw involving [.h e "P " of "PAR.-\" Ell l'he left top 
cor-n er of th e slamp. 

No. 1411 . A circul-ar c'Olom ed fl tt\V cutting the while oval in the west. 

No. 180. A small coloured fl.aw to the right of the apex of the pyr.amid. 

10 PARA. 

Two stones can be recognised . STONE A is most readily differentiated 
by a study of Var iety II. 

(i) On this stamp the figure "I" in t.he left lower corner sho,vs no 
defect in its r ight-hand margin. The accompanying "0" is r eas·-Jnabl y 
perfect and appears like l·he "0 " on the die proof. 

(ii ) In the lower label to the left of the first w ot·d (reading from the 
right) is the additional character which ha been alluded to in the description 
of the production of the printing stones . This character is the Arabic letter 
"he." In the first state 'Of the stone this extra character is sharp in outline 
and of the same shade as the rest of design. 
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1867 
10 PARA. 

STONE A FIR ST STATE · VAR IT 

!I [I]I~#Qilll][ 
STONEA SECOND STATE VAR II 

lll•J~~Z:dl(l)[ 
STONE A THIRD STATE VAR II 

1rn~~ jlllll 
STONE B UNBROKEN ·o VAR JI 

lltll~ 211 l•ll 
STONE B BROKEN .. o·· VAR ll 

Fig. 1. 10 Para. Diagram illustrating the points by which t he 
two printing stones may be recognised, in their vario us 
states, 'by a study of the lower label of Die Variety IL 
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A second state of th e s tone exisls on vvhich atlempts have been mad e 
Lo destroy the extra cha t'acter by means of acid, wi th lhe resull thal blurred 
but easily recognisabl e impressions of th e "he" are all tha t remain. 

These two s ta tes may fmth-3r be recogn isecl by l-he shades of ink 
employed for the printing, the stamps being so mewhat dull and muddy lilac: 
two shades of dull lila c ex ist. ft-om lh e stone in lhe first sla.te, so it may 
be assumed that des truction of the character w as not attempted at once. 

A third state of Stune \. shows an almost complete deslruction ·.Jf the 
extra. characlel' , no t race of w hi ch can be detected on many of the tamps; 
lhe most that can be seen on any stamp is a collec tion of is·.Jlated coloured 
dots. 

Stamps from th e lhircl stale of the stone appear in a clear dull lilac 
nnd also a cold pale lilac. I show a clctted copy of the latter shade used in 
September, ·1867, which proves it to be fl·om an eady p rinting . 

STONE B co rresponds very nea rly Lo the di e proof. H ca n be l'e· 
cogn ised by a study of Vari ely li. Its characte r is ti cs are : 

(i) The figme " 1" in [.he low er left-han d co m et' of the stamp has 'l 

constant coloured indentati on springing f rom lhe righ t-hand bord er near 
its upper encl. The di e proof n lso shows this matk . 

(ii) The accompanying "o" has its left h ould er brol;;en , except on 
the three impressions Nos. 6, 8 and 10 a nd p•JsSibly others immediately 
below them. This deformity varies on every uni t "from Vnxi ety II and ap
penrs to inct·ease towards th e lower p01-Li on of the sheet. 

(iii) A complete absence of the extra. character. 

The stamps fr·.Jm Stone B appear in shades of mauve which vary con
siderably in intensity . Debails of the des ig n are usually finer and more 
distinct than on stamps from Stone A. The final pr in ti ngs show' considera
lile wear to have taken plaee and many of the lines of the des ign nl'e missing. 

rrhe broken shoulder of the "o'' refened to above nearly ce rta inly oc
cun·ed becau se the OTi_qinal stone 'Nas not kep t p t'oped y wel aL this place. 
The printing inl;;:, in consequence , was allowed to aecumula~e on the or
iginally blank smface and was gmdunlly added lo, as t he various transfers 
\vere pulled. In lh is way th e many variants of lhe broken "o" are .ac
counted for. 

The damage to th e back of the "I" on Vari e ty II is found on lhe die 
proof and is constant in ·outline throughout the sh eet of stamps. It may be 
assumed , therefore, that the su dace of the metal was damaged when the 
di e was being got ready for Lh e preparation of Stone B, pri nting h orn 
w h ich s tone began in 1869 . No stamps in the mauve shades have been dis
covered bea ring postmarks earli el' than 1869. No stamps from Stone A are 
known in shad es ·of m auve. 
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Though the pracl ice w.as not authori sed , this duty was often bisected 
fCH' use on new spapers and the dates I have seen are either earl y in i86D, 
when t.he stamps are from Stone A, or lule in 1871 and earl y 1872, when 
Lhe sLamps are from Ston e B. 'l' he next or third issue ·J f Egyptian lamps 
appeaced on January 1st, 1872. 

!!.0 PARA .. 

Two stones can be recog nised ·w ith certain ly . A thit'd stone probably 
existed . 

STONE A. Vari ety IV shows only 2 dots ovet th e last or left-hand 
vvord in the lo\\' et· label. 'l' he die proof w n esponds m ore n early to Stone 
A than to stone B, but on the die proof lhere is a ghost of the third dot 
w hich dis tingui shes Stone B. There seems little doubt that this stone is 
not merely a seco nd stale of Stone B. 

1867 20 PARA 1/ARJ! 
STONE A 

~ 

2(0J . ~\ 
~.rl.. " 2(0) 

' 

" STONE B 
' 2lOJ _ •. ~ \ 
r-

2(QJ J .... ~,,~ ' 

~\ 
Fig. 2. 20 P ara. Diagra m. show ing parts of the lower label o f Die Varie ty IV. 

Stone A with t wo clots : Stone B with three dots. 

All blocks of stamps from thi s s tone, een by me, are in the blue-green 
shade. Hitherto , i t has been supposed the stan11ps in the yellow-green shade 
first appeared in the second or 1869 printings . I sh ow a copy used in 
Sep tember , 1867. The postmark on this s tamp is in blue and from the 
Caiw obliterator which was only used for th e coloured postmarks . These 
coloured pos Lrna11l<s are only found on st.amps used w ithin the firs t few 
month s of the appearance of this issue I show a second copy in yel~ow
g-reen dated "10 Nov 67". On the oth er h and most of the early dated cop ies 
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are blue-green in colour. So also is the copy attached t-o the Pos-t Office 
notice which I possess. The stamps in pa.le .yellow-green , often alluded 
to as ".apple-green," are nearly ce r·tainly co-lour trials; they are from St·one A. 

STONE B. Variety IV on this s t·one is di stinguished by showing a 
Lhird dot over the last word in the lower label. This dot is clear1ly printed 
and is the same size on every example of Variety IV throughout the blocks 
examined. This dot must have existed on the die and also on the ·original 
stone from whioh Stone B was produced. The merest trace of thi s dot is 
visible on the die proof and the die must., therefore, have been altered be
tween the laying down of the original stone. from which Stone B was made 
rmd the production of the die proof. Stone B probably antedates August, 
1869, when, to the best of my belief , the Die Proofs were taken, but I can 
find no earl,y dated copies printed from i t. Fl'Om it were printed stamps in 
both blue-green and yellow -green. 

STONE C. Had Stone B been the first stone woduced .and the unwanted 
dot been destroyed on the printing stone to form Stone A, it is more than 
likely t.hat damage ·would have been d·one to surrounding portions of the 
design. Such damage has not been observed. Had Stone A been produced 
from the same original slone as Stone B it would be necessary to assume 
that the latter was laid down fir:st, before the extra dot was destroyed. As 
no Stone B stamps are f·ound with dates earlier than 1869, either the 
stamps or the stone would hav.e had to ihave lain aside for a pe-riod of t\vo 
years, a most unlikely happening when the small and primitive nature of 
the printing ·works is> taken into consideration. 

My idea is that the e·xtra dot was noticed and "stopped out" with paper 
on the diB when the transfer for the original stone for Stone A was pulled. 
Subsequently, when .a sec-ond original stone was required the dot lhad been 
fl1rgotten and so .appears clearly on Stone B which therefore rep1~esents the 
die in its original state . This dot having again been noticed on the printed 
st-amps an attempt was made to r~move it by scraping the die before the 
proof was pulled in 1869. _This attempt was only partially successful and 
so a g'host of the dot is still seen on ths die proof. A third or C Stone was 
then laid down and the same ghostly dot can be seen on some examples of 
' .'ariety IV from this stone, printing.s from which were in blue-green . Dated 
copies of 1871 are commonly of t,hi s shade. 

l PIASTRE 

The story of this stamp marl<es a fascinating study. 

Once ag.a in , an extr·a character was mistal;:enl.y engra.ved .on the die. 
On thi s occas ion it appeared on .all fou r varieti es and is seen in lhe lowe t' 
label as shown in the diagram. No d1e proof and no stamp exists showing 
lhe character as originally engraved. W e can only deduce its nature f~·om 
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r.he fl'agments wh ich are seen on Lhe earl y stamps , but it would seem that 
Lhe lett.er was the \ rabic "wau, " shaped lil<e a comma with a fat head. 

The di e peo·of of the I pias tre shows nothing of lhi.s extra charactet' and 
we may assume ihaL when it was pull ed the characte r was "s topped out" 
in a mannet s imilar Lo lhal employed foe the coreecli.on of the 1.0 para. 

Another characteri st ic of the di e proof is that ~he Lopmost dot of th'Jse 
normally nppearing above Lhe right-hand ·word of Lhe lowet' label has been 
removed from all fom· varielies. This word is. seen 'Jn all six du Lies of the 
issue . In most instances it read s : ~-t· ("Thamanon" ), meaning 
"valu e," O L' "the pr ice of. " Without the topmost dot, ~he word becomes 
~-c ("Tamanon" ), whi.ch is ~he word as usuaUy pt'onounced in the 

spoken Amble of Egypt, lhe four-dolLed word being the wTilten Ara.bic of 
ihe scholae . vVhen it is l"emembeted that the printer were a n alien firm 
and lhat their employees were nearly certa inly not weiters of classical 
Aeabic, this alleration durin g the extensive study of the die and the original 
3lones, w hich must have Lal<en place during the pr-oduction of the numerous 
pt in ling stones, for the I piastre, is not allogether surpri si ng. 

The tamps of Lhe early pl'inlings show Lhe four dots ove t~ Lh is \NOn!. 

The top-most dot cl isappeared from one vcu·iety aft.er another as the vm"i>Jus 
stones we1·.e produced. Thi s d isappeatance , together with the des tru cti on 
of the ex·tra character, enables the various printing ston es to be recognised. 
From the material I show l:o-nighl, I hope lo be able to prove' that at least 
seven printi ng stones existed. 

ORIGINAL STONES . - Two at least, and probably three, were laid 
clown. The fitst two of Lhese stm1es served Lo produce the printing stones 
required for the issue in 1867. The Lhird original ston e was probably laid 
dow n from a Lransfer 'la~<en after Lhe die had been altered and ils dale is 
d ifficu U to determine. 

On the fit· st original slone I maintain lhat the• extra character appeared 
complete on a.U four varieties. An a ttempt was made to desh·oy it, bu~ 
la rge por tions of the character remained on e·vet·,y var1.ety with the excep
Lion of No . I. That this desLw ction t;ook place on ~he original stone and 
not on the ptinting L·one is evidenced by the fa,ct LhaL the remains of lhtl 
characte r on .every stamp on the shee t fl'om a. given Variety sh ow the sam e 
fo rm , more o1· less completely, acc.orc:Ling Lo the excellence or otherwise of 
lhe prinl. Any individual stamp can be recognised as comi·ng from a 
certain Variety of the die by a study of the remains of th e extra character 
and ·without reference to any other portion of the design. 

The second orig ina.l stone was used for the pr oduction of my printing 
Stone X. 
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STONE A STONE 8 

ann]I '~ V~fj .• lo~ /1~ 
l_l-l_j ..... L_~ _ _ Ii JJ I -

. VAR.l 

w~· ~[[] 
VAR.ll 

r-In? ~ . 7~DJJI 
• 

VAR ll 

[DJ~ J -.~DJ] 
VARill 

11 D tr~ 9411111 /I]J[Y~OJ] 
[[lkifl:cli ll ll l l ]][~f4/[]] 

F ig. 3. 1 Piastre. Diagram s how ing parts of the low e r la lrel of al l f-our Die Varietie · 
on Stones A a nd B. :\ote th e IJlurrecl ~ concliUon of the topmost tlots on Stone A. 

1867 IP/AST: £ STONEA 

OlfYJU ~/I ~ 

.~•. 

~~:-~1-. 
~ ~' 0 , 

~ 411 ,) ... 

b~ig . 4. 1 Piastre. Diagram s howing the rem ains of the extra 
cha racter o n Stone A in detail. 

The th ird or io·inal tone may be presum ed l.o have C(rrrespouded in 
appea m nce lo the di e p roof, i .e . w ithout the ex.tra c iHHacter and with ouly 
three dots ove1· th e firsl word of the lower label. I shovv a block 'J f fou r 
s tamps p rinLecl fmm a s tone vvh icll mus t have exh ib ited these charac te t•is tics. 
T h is is my la s l or seventh p r inti ng s tone and is des ig nated "Y ." 

PRINTING STON ~~S. I s tones can l.Je differentiated. The firs t five t 

ltave le tter ed "A" tu " E" respect.ively . T hese, I be lieve, we re produced 
fro n t the fir sL o rig inal sto ne. Th e rema inin g two ston es I have le tte red ".\.. " 

and "Y" and I s ugges t they wet·e p roduced f rom Lw o fmth er ori gina l sto nes, 
111aking three ori g inal s tones in al l. 

STON~; A. - I have seen nu larger pi ece lhan a pair from Lhi s sto ne. 
Two s ingle cop ies l possess bear dales ear ly in .-\ ug us l, 1867 . 

(a) The exlra characte r is eas ily recognised ·0n well-prinlecl s tamps 
and more of i t l'eir:i1tLins thun on s t.amps from uny other· s tone . Diagrams :3 
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and 4 g ive the essential fea tures of the fragme.nts r emaining on stamps from 
each Die Variety. rrhe removal of lhis characLer mu st have been attempted 
on the or·ig inal s t-one and not o·n the tmnsfer pulled from t.he Die because 
the fragments so nearl y co t'l'<espond with those seen on Stone B. Undoubt.ed
l,y, the same ori ginal s lon e was a common parent of the Printing Stones 
A and B. 

(b) On Stone A th e foudh dot above the right-hand word in lhe lower 
lnbel is nearly a lways , but not invariably , blurred. From this I take it bhat 
an attempL was made lo des troy thi s dot on the printing st·J ne. ·where- the 
dot appem·s undamaged th e unil was apparently overlooked. Had this 
des truction been attempted on the orig-inal s tone lhe dot could not have 
nppeared so perfec t as it. does o n \ -a rieli es Ill and IV of the stamps from 
Stone B and no pet-feet rourth dol w ould have been seen on s tamps of 

S TO NE A 
VA R IV 

STONE B. 
VAR. IV. 

-
-

~:;6 

PC'~ 111 

Fig. 5. 1 Pias tre. Diag ra m showing the line from the a ng le o f the mouth on 
Variety IV of Stone B (the d ribb ling sphinx ) a nd its absence from Ston e A . 

Stone A. Again , so ski lful had been the des truction i.n some cases thab the 
dot -can only be r ecogni sed on certain s tamps by the u e of a pow erful glass 
aided by a powerful imaginal-ion. 

(c) On the di e proof of Variety IV can be see n the remains of a 
vertical line from lhe left-hand va lue tablet, at its extrem e lefL margin , 
running downward s to jo in the oute r frame-line. On stamps of Stone A 
lbis "cross bar," as I shall call 1L in future, is occasionally present, but ;s 
more oHen broJ,en or entirely <tbse nt. 

(d ) Variety IV show s no line from Lhe a ng le of the mouth of the 
sphinx; this line will be referred to under Stone B. 
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'i,he stamp on the Post. Office notice is from a printing in dull rose· 
1 ink ; fortunately, this is a Stone A sl.amp and the remains of ~he extra 
character are clear·ly seen . Early poslmarll:s of August and September, 
1867, are seen on stamp of a chal·ky salmon-p inl<. These stamps are not 
all of them from Stone A. A third ea rly printing is in deep rose-red. Stone 
A s tamps appear in other shades of rose-red as well. 

STONE B. - The black printing s tone proofs m ost nearly conespond 

lo the stamps from this sto ne. 

(a) On the proofs, remains of the extra cha mcter are distinctly less 
than on Stone A and are alwa.ys absent. from Variety Ill. On Variet.y IV , 
I he fragments representing the upper podion of the character are frequently 
identica l on Stones A and B; Ghe lower portion of the character is absent 
en Stone B. This similarity makes me fairly certain that the original stone 
used for Stone A, aflee being furlhet· altered by the process of destru ction, 
was again employed for the pr·oduction of Stone B. 

Stamps from Stone B show less of the extra c.haracter than do the black 
proofs. From this I deduce tha l; the printing s tone wus altered aft.er the 
!::; lack proofs v,rere taken, an attemp t having been made to ge t rid of the 
extra characte t· by desLruction with acid. It is obvious Lha L the printers had 
been awar e of the extra character from the outset of lh eir work and that 
they made repeated attempts to get rid of it . 

(b) The fourth dot is clear a nd normal on Varieties Ill and 1\-. 
Il can be detected on Varieties I and Il but is often extremely small . I bhink 
I hi s destruction was probably allempted on the original stone as lhe dots 
have not .a smudged appearance on the stamps as lhey have on the stamps 
from Stone A. They do not reappear on the later' stones . 

(c) The cross bar on Variety IV is usually presenL and genemlly 
well marked. 

(d) Duri ng the process of wol'l< on th e ot'iginal s tone a fragmenL :J t 
d1rL apparently adhe red to Va ri ety IV and prints as a straigM line running· 
downwards and 'O U [.wards from the left-hand a ngle of the mouth of the 
s.pihinx to the line bordering the jaw; this I speak of as the "driblJling 
sphi nx." The line is nearly always complete on the black proofs, but 
there is a ·copy in the Royal Collec-tion on whioh this line is b roken . This 
specimen is of importance because a number of stamps are seen with the 
line bro·l<en and , without the evidence of this proof, migh t be rejected as 
stamps from Stone B. 

Stamps from thi s stone in deep rose-red and in chaH<y salmon-pink 
appear with dates of August and September, 1867. 
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STONE C. - (u) The meresL trace of the extra ch <uacter remains; the 
mos~ chcuac ler isL ic f ragme nt is s::2n on ·v a t·iely Il and is apJmrently the 
extr em e Lip of th e tai l of the le tter "wau"; il p rin ts c lea rly and -vvi lh the 
same intens ity as the rest of the stamp. 

(b ) 'rhe fourth dot is absent from Ycu··iely ll ; is absent or minu te a n 

Va rieties I and IV , and is di s tinct onl y on Yarie ly Ill. 
(c) The "cr oss ba r" is IJrol;:en o r abse nt. 
(d) Th e line fr om lhe mou th of lhe sphinx is usually represe nted by 

un upwa rd p roj ection ft"'Om th e marg in of lh e jaw. ll may be presumed 
thut the porli ·o n of dirL adhe rin g Lo Lhe ori gi nal s tone had becom e largely 
detached wh en the transfers were tal<en for th is printing stone. Alternative
ly , an attem pt m ay have been made to des tmy lhe line on lhe ori gin-al s ton e. 

I show what I take lobe a trial posl ma l"l< on a pair of s tamp · (VarieLies 
II and l) of Stone C; it is str uck in ca rmine a nd is elated "6 lug 67", i. e. 
twenty-five days before the dale of is ue of the stamps. 

The st.amps f rom this s lon e a ppear in shades of r ose-r ed . 

H is possible that Stone C is a second stale of Stone 13. 

STONES D AN D E. - These 2 s tones sh ow man y points in common 
unci are dif ficuH to di s tingui sh. Thal lh er.e are tw·.J stones I feel sure, as J 
have collected mo t·e l·ha n fiHy characteristic printing stone fla.ws on Vadety 
lV. As onJ y f ifly ex amples could exisL on one s tone, l th ink we may ac
cepL this as evidence lha t two sLo nes we re lai d down. 

'rhei r common characle ri sl ics a re as fo J lo ws : 
(a) The ex~ ra ·charac ter is represented on \ ' <tt·ie ly JI IJy a co ns lanb dot 

si rr11ilal' lo Lh at seen on Stone C. Thi s. lo my mind , is evidence lhat Lh e 
stones w ere la id clown from the same orig inal slo ne as L11 e pl"'evious print
ing stanes. 

Specks of co lour , upparenll y remains of the extm characte r , are seen 
un som e spec imens from \'a ri el ies I a 11d 1\'. 

(b) The f·oudh dol is c leatly w esent 0 11 \ 'ari eli es lii alld IV and 
<! bsent on Va ri et ies I and II. 

(c) The cross bat· on Vari e ty IV is u sually we ll mark ed. 
(cl) The lin e from th e mouth of lhe sphinx is eilher abse nt or fra g

m entary . Its presence. even in part, is evidence lha t we a re s till clealin~ 

wiLh lh e origi nal stone from wl1ich the IJlack printing stone proof emanated. 

Slumps from these lwo s lon e:s uppea r in wt rious shad es of rose ·and 
rose-red. Most m inl blocks which ex i t are from Sto nes D and E. 

STONE X.- On lhe stone I have designated "X" a f·o urlh clot is clearly 
see n only on Variety JJI , buL on n o s tamp is Lh ere a lrace of the extr:.t 
character. 



Oct. 64 . .J an . 65 L'ORIE~T Pfi iLATELIQUE 407 

I hn ve not placed Lh is s lon e in Lhe previou s series for Lh e follO\~' i ng 

reason s : 
(1) Stamps f rom iL w er e 1winted in shad es thaL wer e n eve r issu ed 

for general u se (e .g . brown-lake ), fl' e(]u enll y w ilh inverted water-mnrl.;;s 

a.nd often imp erfo rate . w hi ch sugges ts !hat Lh ese were t1·ial printings . 

(2) The comple te disappearance of th e lip of lhe tail ·of the extra 

charact er on Vari ely JI , vvhi ch is su ch a feaLure of all lhe· s lon es h iLherto 

desc ri bed , is ev idence of the u se of a diffe.renl orig inal slone from th at 

employed for S ton es r\ , H, C, D .and E. l laving been ove rlo'Oked for so 
iong ·and b eing, in any case, alm ost. impel'cepl ibl e lo lh e naked eye, the 

ti p of th e tail w oul d nol h"ave called fot special destruction on lhe or iginal 

s lon e ; and. 

(3) because the few gumme d copi es I have see n bear rn lout'l ess or 

sli ghtl y tinted g um s imilar to lhaL seen on stnmps from Lhe enrl y Stones A. 
Band C, as opposecl lo the thick brown gum see n on la le print ings (Ston es 

D and E ) . 

(2) would incl icale thi s Lo be a i<tLe s lon e, should i t come from th e 

fir s t ·orig inal s lon e, and (3) poinls to !he fact LhnL iL com es early in Uh e 
series . T think I he absence of lhe exl ra ch a rn cLer is a more crucial point 
lhnn Lll e type o f gum u sed, m ore pad icul arly whe n iL is remembered how 

rew s lamps fro m lhi s s lone are known wilh g um. On th e other hand , 

1 s how a u ser! copy of Vat·i el.y IT. und oubtl y from Ston e X, bearing a col · 

omed pos lmntk da Led ''30 ago 67 " . This s lamp sh ows a pr inling s tone flaw 
s imilar to a fl aw on one of !he IJrovvn-la;l.;;e slamps I exhibil ; il consist ·of n 

white st roke running o bliquely o n !he colom ed p orti on of !he lnbl e L b enr · 

i ng- the le Ller "E" . 

The probahilily is l.hiiL Ston e X was prepm ed in 1867 as Lhe r esull of 

clissal is facli on with Lb e s lamps ptin lecl fr on1 lhe s lone from which th e 

Lla.ck proofs are known. On Lh e o lh et l1and , sLarnps from Slone X were 
n ead y ce rLninly available for u se on the day of issue (A ug u s t 1s t , 1867) . 

On Stone X, the fo url h do L over th e righL-hancl wo rd in ~he lower ln.bel 
is t epresented by a fragm en t on Vari ely JIJ and so metimes by <'1. speck on 
\'a.riety IV. The p resence of th ese dols i. ev id ence ih n.L. the or iginal s tone 
was la id d ocwn before th e di e proof wn s pulled. 

On Varie ty IV th e cross ba r is broken o r absent. The sphinx sh ows 
no sig n of the line running downward s from th e angle o f th e m ou th . 

STONE Y.- This s Lone is a lso difficult Lo plnce . Stamps from i t cor
respond exacLl y with lhe die pwof. i. e. there is n o s ign of the e xka character ; 

the fowLh d·J L over the righl-hand word in lhe Jowet· label is <tbsenl on all 
!'our va ri e ties : lhe cw s bar is re pt·esenled IJy coloured projections only ; 
on Var iely IY Lh e re is no lin e from the mouth o f th e sphinx. 
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I show one mint bl ook of 4 from this stone, in the chalk.y salmon-pink 
shad e of the eal'ly printings and bearing the typical coloudess gum of the 
first stamps. l am of opi nion these stamps are from a stone produced early 
in the se ries and that the stone was laid d'Own from an original stone 
other than tho e employed for the production of all other printing stones 
:oo far described. 

If my evidence, as already addu ced , is acceptable, there must have 
been three original stones : 

No. 1. Used for lhe· production of Stones A, B, C, D, E. 
No . 2. Used to produce Stone X. 
No . 3. Used lo produce Stone Y. 

THE CROSS BAR ON VARIETY I V 

On Stone A this is broken or absent. On Stone B it is usually com
r·lete. On Stones D and E it is usually well marked and must, therefore, 
ha_ve remained on the di e when a transfer was taken to lay d·own the or
ig inal stone from which these printing stones were produced though it 
would seem lo heLve been got rid of in some way from the early printing 
Slone C on which traces of the extra character remained in excess of any
[.hing seen ·on D and E. On Stone X traces of this cross bar are seen , but 
on King Fuad 's die proof the cross bar has gone. 

THE FIRST WORD IN THE LOWER LABEL 

In classical Arabic thi s word should show four dots, and did, in fact, 
show fom dots on all Lhe other duties of this issue. It has already been 
explained Uhat the world would bear three dots only in colloquial Arabic. 
The printers, studying Lhe die nnd the original stones to decide how best 
lo elimina te the extra character, would have noticed the fourth dot and be
ing familiar only with lhe spoken l.angurtge would have imagined it to be 
lhere in en·oY. The printers' effort to get rid vf the extra character was 
most rapidly. successful on Variety III. On stamps from this variety, traces 
of the extra character are only found from pt>inting Stone A. Variety IJI, 
therefore, probabl.y ceased to be studied a nd the fourth dot remained on the 
first original stone throughout. 

The other three Varieties on the original stone received intensive s~udy 
and the extra dot may, therefore , be assumed to have attracted attention 
as exisl;ing in the area under close observation. 

SHADES 

The J pi.asLt·e stamp was printed in many shades of colour and prin
ti ngs from each stone can be found in more than one shade. Examples of 
any shade suggest that several stones were used for individual printings. 



1867. I PJASTRE. SUMMARY OF POINTS BY WHICH THE SEVEN PRINTING STONES ARE RECOGNISED. 

Stone. 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E . 

X. 

Y. 

Fourth Dot. 
Var. I. var. Il. Var. UI Var. IV. Extra Character. I Cross Bar on Variety IV. 

I 
-------~---------

Distinct remains on all 
f·our varieties. 

Present. Present. Present. Present. 
Usually smudged on all four. 

Fragmentary. Absent 
from Var. III. 

Traces. 

Constant dot on Var. II 
Specks on few stamps 
of Vars. I and IV. 

Present, 
often 
small. 

Trace or 
absent, 

Absent. 

Constant dot on Var. II jAbsent 
o nl y. I 
E ntirely albsent. I Absent. 

Entirely absent. /Absent 
I 

i 

Present, 
often 
small 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent. 

Present. 

Present. 

Presen t. 

Present. 

Present. 

Trace or 
absent. 

Present. 

Present. 

Fr·agment Traces. 
present. 

Absent. Absent 

! P r esent, often broKen 

I Present. 

Usually 1broken, often absent. 

Us ually well marked. 

I Usually well marked. 

I Broken. 

!Traces. 

N.B.-Stone B corresponds nearly to the printing-stone proof,; in black. 

I 
Line from Mouth of 

Sphinx on Variety IV 

A!bsent. 

I Well 
marked. 

' Broken 

/Broken. 

I 
Jsroken. 

I 

/Absent. 

I 
!Abse nt. 

0. 
~ 
0> _ .... 
'-<· 
I» 
::l 

0> 
<.n• 

r
e) 
;:o 
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"d 
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l' 
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0 
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TJ nd ou bl.ed ly, Stones A, n, C nncl X , .ve re u sed for il printing in !.he early 

days of lhe issu e . 

I append a li st of lh e s had es : 

I. Du ll I'OSe-p ink. (As h und on the P os l Office nol ice). Stumps from 

Stones A and Y. 

2. Ohn lky sa lmon-p ink. !D<l les of Augu s l nncl Seplernlle l' , Jf(67). Slones 

A, B and C. 

3. Deep I'OSe-l'ed. (E; t~ ·lies l see n by me : Octobe r , 1867) : Stones A and B. 

IL. R ed -ht·own. Stone B. 

5. Reel-lak e. Slon e X. 

o. Brow n-lak e . Stone X . 

7. Bl'ighl rose . Ston es D and E. 

8. Pal e rose . Stones D <lnd 1 ~. 

n. R ose-red. Stones C, D a nd E. 

10. Brig h l I'OS€-ted. Stones n and E . 

11 . Dull w se- t·ed. Stones D n nd E . 

GUM 

Cle.nr· colom· less gum is see n on all s lnmps of Lhe early p t·inlings. Lab~ 

ptinlings b_eat il· linted Ol' h i'OWil crin kly gum. r\11 the s lamps known from 

Stones D anrl E bear this brown gum , and I sugges t, th erefore, thaL these 

two st·on es wel'e empl oyed fot the printings of l86!J. 

f PJA ~TRES. 

I do nol. possess sufficicnl. mnlerial ·lo say anything clefinil e about Lhe 

pr inting s tones nncl I am un cc t·lain hovv thi s s tamp was p t·oclucecl. All 

::olamps con espond to the die proof and l am in clin ed to Lhink Lhnt onl y 

c ne stone was ln id clown. 

Two cl efini le g l'oups of s lnmps can h e recogni sed : (a) bt·ighl blue and 

(b) pale blue . T·h e copy on th e Pos t Offi ce notice is in the bright blue 
shad e . The p;i\ e blue stamps mus t a lso have com e eal'ly into u se , as I 
s ho''' a copy dated. "Nov. 61 '·. Some ·of Lhe s lamps IJea l'in g· dales toward s 
I he end of 1869 al'e ct efinit e ly b l'ight clal'k blu e and may represe nt the second 
main printing . 

Jn Lhe Mn ckenzie Low col lection there was n ha lf-shee t ot 100 s tamps 
i n lh e pale blue shnde, on Lh e n ormal wate rmark ed pape r , buL im p erforate. 
In addition , lh e re W<lS a b loc].:; ·of 4 in the pal e blu e shacl-9, pin-ped. h ori

zontn lly by p e l'f. 12} vert icall y. The bright blu e s lFnnps a t'e a lso fou n d 
i mpedomtr. 
hmizon tall y. 

Th e s tamps n re nl so lmown impe rf. verti cally by p e l'f. i {> 

I sh ow a bl oc k of 4, with horizontal ped. mi splaced across 
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lhe centre of lh€1 block, gnu g in g 12} all wund. I sh ow a copy of the bright 
blu e pe doraled sligh tly more Lhan 1 2-~ all r oun d ; as lh e ,g- um ·has been 
soaked -of f, the s lamp ma y p ossi bl y h ave str etched cLnd I theref-or e record 

it as 12} . 
The brigh t hlue stamps are ·known rouletled h orizont.ally , perf . 12-1 

verLi ea lly . 
Cop ies are known di v id ed d iagonall y for u se as I piastre. 
T h ave seen no slamps w ilh the tinted ctinkl y gum found on late pr in

li ngs of lhe I pi as tee . so it may be .assumed Lhat no lnte p t intings of thi s 

s ta mp wer e required . 

5 PZ .-tSTRES 
Even less ca n be said about !hi s valu e. MaLeria.l is ex l.r em ely scarce. 

As far as I kr)OW. onl y tht·ee mint blocks of -'1. at·e on r ecord. J show the 
only kn own used blocl< of lt ( ' 1 The Macl<en zie Low coll ection c·onlainecl 

hvo pairs on ly. 
The sh ades vary from brown lo ligh t brovvn. 'l'he copy on the P ost 

Office Noti ce can besL be described as Jwown . 
Thi s s tamp is tecord ed ped. 16. 

(1 ) Sin ce this paper wa::; r ead I have seen two baclly rlamage;l hlorks of six 
stamps each , used together on a piece of t h e orig in al cover. 
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EGYPT 
THE STAMP BOOKLETS PRINTED AND 

PRODUCEU IN EGYPT(11 

by Jean Boulad d' lh.tmiere:s F'.R.P.S.L. 

Oct. 64, jan. 65 

F'ew material has been pr·oduced, till now , about the Egyptian stamp 
booklets which conslilule, howeve1·, a passionate chapter in a specialised 
collection of thi s country (2) 

It is true that the inleeest in Egy ptian stamps and postal his tory was 
manifested a long lime after the issue of t.he fit·st bool\lels in 1903, Yet it 
was not possib~e lo oblain the least clocumenlalion on Lhe ir subject. On 
Lhe o~her hand, since Lhe printing of the poslal vignet tes in Egypt , as from 
1025, it has been more possibl e lo obluin a belter data 011 a 1l mattees con 
cerning Egyptian phi~ately in general. 

One can safely say that around that period lhe interest and enthusiasm 
for lhe Egyptian st.arnps and the postal hislo t·y of Egypt have been first 
manifested. 

The Phila tel ic Society of Egypt, founded in 1929, has equally con
tributed, on a big scale, in bringing to light a:t subjects of postal history 
of Egypt. 

Furthe1·more, the scatter ing of Lhe Palace Collections through the auc
tion sales which took place duri ng February ·1954, was a most unique 
occasion for t.he philatel ists l·o procme documents whici1 wou ld .have re
mained .a closed book for H Jono·er pel'iod. We shall refet' to all these 
documents in this a rLic~e . 

During t he peoriod from 1003 to 1024, Lhe booklets were printed in 
Geeat Britain, first by Thomas De La Rue House then by Hal'l'is·on & Sons. 
We shall deal now with the second per iod beginni ng 1\!25, during whicr 
all postal vignettes were printed in Egypt, leavi ng the hi stor.y of the fil'st 
period un Lil a precise documentation, concerning that period , is duly col
lected to form a comp:et.e article. 

(1) Article published in French in No. 112 •O f Janua ry. 1964 of this Jou rnal. 
(2) See B ibliography at the end .of this article. 
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Since 1925, all Egypban stamps have been printed by the Egyptian 
State Survey Depar~men t, nem· Giza, better known under the name Survey 
of Eg.ypt. 

Before proceedi ng with the descrip tion of the successive issues of the 
booklets , some general facts should be given hereunder in order to avoid 
useless repetition. 

From 1926 to 1943, the sheets, especiaHy designated for the manufacture 
of the booldets were composed of 120 stamps divided into two panes of 60 
VIgnettes each (iO X 6) and separated vm·ticaUy by a w hi te band of the 
size of a normal stamp. 

For the printing, 2 sheets of 120 (or 100-50-25 f'Or the use of the post 
offices counters) were laid down, side by side, on the cylinder. On each 
sh eet. appeared a control number corresponding to the year of printing, 
engraved by hand on the left lateral lower side of the sheet. Therefvre , 
Lhere existed 2 similar gmphics, sli ghtly different, for the same control 
number. Tihese slightly different control numbers are of interest for the 
specialised philatelists. 

For the bookl.e.ts, these numbers, seen under the sewing, are also col
lected . They are f'Ound in Vhe proportion of i ' to 20. 

Following the manufacture of the booklets, the sheets of 60 - half 
lhll 120 stamps shee~s - were divided verticall.y in the centre and the 
sewing was made on the vertical edge of ~he sheet left to the stamps of 
lhe issues beating the effigy of King Fuad, and either on the le.ft or the 
righ t of the stamps of the issues bearing the effigy of ex-King Farouk in 
civilian dress . The upper and lower h'Orizontal margins of the sheerts 
disappeared during the operation of cu tting and binding. 

Each bookl et was, Lherefore, composed of panes of 6 stamps each 
(2 X 3). 

The watermark is the royal crown surmounting the arabic letter "F" , 
being the initials of Fuad and Farouk. 

The perforation of the stamps is a lways i 3 i f 2. 

Unless otherwise stated , the booklets were composed of 24 stamps, 
distributed on 4 sheets of 6 stamps each (2 X 3) and separ11ted between 
each other by a white pamffin paper, a common use in hot countries to 
avoid the adhesion of the v ignettes to each oUher. 
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The cover , mad e of ca rd boa rd. in rosy or blue colO Lll'S bears on the 
lop an impress ion in black, in bol h .-\rab ic and En g li sh , as to lhe con ten ls 

of the booklet and lh e relati ve p ri ce. 

rrhe binding was effected, as a~ready s lated, by a black lhrend , either 

on t h e left o r th e r ig h L s id e of the book lel. 

The Survey of Egypl u sed lo se nd to Lhe Pala ce, for th e collection of 

f'ing Fuad , lhe n ex-King F;u·o uk. two inlacL perfm·al€d ·h eels of a ll th e ir 
product ion as and w h e n iss ue t.l. 
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FIG : A compl ete sh ee t of 120 s ~amps of 1926 Jss ue, sh owing Lhe 30 
teLe-beche pairs, and thus explaining lhe way Lhe booklets we r·e 

m ade. 

The co nLrol num be r is A / 26 (ve ry l ight). l l is lhe first of a long 
se ri es . which i found 'On lhe sh ee ls of 120. 100. :10 and 25 s tamp , 

p rinted from 1926 to 1937 . Thi s number of A /26 does not sh ow 
on lh e 100 stamps sheets of 5 mms. 

'rhe p e rforat io n of lhe sh eet rep rodu ced h et·e is very m u ch mi s
placed. 
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Ill thi s way , the sheets with their different con trol numbers, designctt
Gu for the mHking of the IJOo l<lets, wet" delivered to the Palace to find their 
way laler lo Lhe auction sale w h ich Look place in FelJt·uary 19511 (Fi g. 
1,4, 6,and ll ). 

I SSU ES FROM 1926 to 1.937 

.-\s aJ~· eHdy sla led. Lhe 120 stamps sheets w ere fonned of 2 panes of 60 
::: Lamps eac.h (10 X 6), sep~:naled verti cally by a 'vvhile band. Each of th e 
panes c'Onl.a ined lhre3 verti cal rows of inveded v ignettes . The 120 stamps 
sbee l. th erefore, co ntain ed 30 llorizo ntal tele - beche pairs out of which 
IU were sepamted by the white band (Fig. 1 & 4). 

Consequently, Lhe inved ecl vig ne ttes had an itJved ed watermark and, 
therefore, there ex ist2d Hn eq ual number of boo klet panes, each with one 
uf the Lwo kind s of waterm <.nl;:, 

For the making of Lhe I::·Jo kl ets. Lhe tete-bec he pait·s w ere separated 
and therefore lhey Hre not found ex:::epl on the sheets lhHt w ere housed in 
I he Palac3 Coll ect ions and so ~ cl by auction sal e. They will IJ e mentioned 
l1y their co nlro: numbers during th e co urse of this arti cle. 

Whet"ever it is possi b~ e , we shall state, for e~:Lch issue, the co ntrol 
llttmber, lhe quunlity of the bool;;lels de:ivered by Lite prin ters 'to the 
Postal Admin istration, and the dale of deli very. 

The elates mentioned refer Lo lhe succe sive de~ ive ri es but do not col·
respond to the daLes of lheir putting into ci rculation as this depended on 
the requirements of Lhe post offices. For this reason we shall consider the 
c./it le uf delivery as the dale of i ·sue. 

S January 1 !J27 

Bool;;:els composed of 24 slumps of 3 nuns eucb, brown reel , with lhe 
portrait of l\..ing Fuild (Yve rt No . 122), sold for 120 rnrus, ro y Ci.Lrdboard 
C'(J VCr (F'ig. 2) . 

8.1.1927, 
2.G. 1!J2i:!. 

10.6.192!), 
7.6. J 930, 

13.7.1031 , 
7.7 .1932, 
7.8. Hl34, 
7.9.1935, 

deli vered 270000 booklets - Control Number A/26 
delivered 372000 booklets - Co nll·ol Number A/ 2-) 
delivered 3'JOOOO boo klets ~ Oontrol Number A/ 29 
delivered 260000 bookle ts - Control Number A/ 30 

cl e: ivered 366500 booklets - Co ntrol Number Af30,Af31 
delivered 274000 IJooklels - Control Number A/ 32 
delive red 111200 book~ets - Control Number Aj 33,Af34 
delivered 326000 IJook :ets - Control Number Af33,Af34, 

A/ 35 
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14 October 1930 

Booklets composed of 12 stamps of 5 mms each, brown red (Yved No. 
122), 6 stamps of 10 mms, cal"mine (Yvert ·o. J23) and 6 stamps of :l5 mms 
blue (Yvert No. 124) with the portrait of King Fuad, sold for 210 mms, 
blue cardboard cover (Fig. 3). 

14.10.1930, delivered 501100 booklets wilh control number A/30 

Booklets containing one or Lwo panes of 5 mms each with control 
number and inve1·ted waternHuk are lmown. 

21 October 1936 

Booklets composed 'Of 24 stamps of 5 mms each, brown red, with the 
portl~ait o.f King Fuad and modified frame (Yvert No. 175) sold for 120 

mms, rosy cardboard cover (Fig. 5). 

2i.i0.1936, delivered iMOOO booklets with contr·ol number A/36. 

15. 9. 1937, delivered 197000 booklets with ·control number Aj37. 

FIG 2 : Cover and pane of booklet No. 0 

Now we give the list of t,:1e perforated sheets of 120, stamps of pre
cedent issues which formed part of Lhe Palace CollectiQns, and were sold by 
auction in Februar,y, 19511. There are always two sheets of each issue 
(Fig. i and 4). 

Lots Nos. 425 and 426 - 5 mms - Control Number A/ 26 
Lots Nos. 427 and 428 - 5 mms - Control Number A j29 
Lvts Nos. 429 and 430 - 5 mms - Control Number A j 30 
Lots Nos 43i and 432 - 5 mms - Control umber Aj30, A / 31 
Lots Nos . 433 and 434 - 5 mms - Control Number A/32, 
Lots Nos . 435 and 436 - 5 mms - Control Number A j 33, A / 34 
Lots Nos . 437 and 438 - 5 mms - Control Number Aj33, Af34., A/35 



FIG 3 : Cover and two 
panes of the 3 different 
values ,of bool,Jet No. 10 

F'IG 4 : A complete sheet of 120 stamps of 1936 Issue, showing the 30 

tete - beche paires. The per-foration of this sheet is slightly 
misplaced. 
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FIG 5 Cove r .ctnd pane of booklel No. 1 1 wi lh lll e conlrol n umbe r 0 11 the 
margin. 

Lols Nos . 445 and 4.-1.6 - 5 mms 
JO mms 
15 mrns - Control Number A i 30 

Lols Nos . 509 and 510 - 5 mms - Co nlrol Number .-\ / 36 
Lots Nos . 511 and 5 12 - 6 mms - Contwl Numbe r A j 37 

H is to b e no led i 11 Lhe two J i ts above - b t booklels and sh ee ts -
so me di sco rdance w hich , theo retica ll y, should nol happen and for which 
we cannot find any ex planaLion . 

His to be noted a lso that Lhe booklets Olf 5 mms slamps. wit h Lll e fol low
ing con lrol number : .4. j 28 j 29 - A130, A/ 31 - .-\ / 33, Af 34, whi ch 
were officially del ive red t·o Lhe Pos tal Administralion. w ere not see n by 
the specialised ph ilate li s ts. Sh<Ll l we eve r see th em after more Lhau 25 

years ? 

ISSUES Fl OM J!J37 to 1943 

As from 1!J37, an i mportant ch ange has been manifes ted in the Egypt ian 
slumps and the m an ufacture of lhe IJ ooklels of slamps . 

E-x-1\ing Farouk who succecled his father was represented in civilian 
d ress on Lhe n e\N cmrent se t. As to the sheets des ignated for th e manu
fac ture of the b oolztets, they were always composed of 120 ·Lamps buL Lhe 
two pane of 60 had not any stamps fanning lete-bech 2 pairs (Fig . 6). 
The cu tting of the 60 s tamps panes was effected in th e same way used in 
tt1e preceding issue !Jut Lhe booklets w ere presented in two different form s 
clS far as the binding ·was ·concem ed , namely on JO booldels 11er sh eet Lh e 
binding was aL th e lefl , as done b ef'Ore, for th e olher b ookl ets the bi11di ng 
was aL lhe right. rrh is was an innovation to conform Lo lhe way of 1·ead
ing Arabic. 
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FTG 6 : A complete sheet of J20 tamps of i937 Issue , showing the way 
the sheets we l'e cul to sui t the booklets lhat were bound in part 
to the left and in part to the right. 
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FIG 7 : The four intercalaled sheets vvilh Arabic Lext. Translation is 
given in the i:n-ticle. 
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Naturally, iL existed an equal number of .booklets w ith binding on t·he 
left as on the right. 

Th e pm·af ined par:;e r intercalated between the booklet panes was re
placed by a whily brown paper wilh impression in black giving postal 
indications and advises , in Ambic, to Lhe buyers of th e booklets (Fig. 7 ). 

A translation oof the lext is g iven hereunder : 
a) Do no t forget : 
1) To check the address before posting th e le tier. 
2) To wr ite your name and address on the back of the envelope, also 

inside lh e letter. 

3) To fix the stamp on the upper right corner of the envelope. 

L1) 'l"o install a sma ll Jettm· box by the dool' of your house for receivin g 
yo m' co tTespondan ce the postman be ing n·ot compelled to go upstairs to 
dr.~ive r yom· mail. 

b) Jn order to ass isL lhe Pos tal A.dministmtion in the dislr·ibution of 
mail , w riLe, in ink , cle<ul y, the address in th e following way : 

1) Name , surname and pmfessi·o n of th e addressee . 

2) Name of the street or nl: ay , number of the house and all the 
details which facilitate the task of the postman. 

3) Name of locality of the addressee (in which there is a. post office). 
c ) Do not in er t banknotes in y·our ordinary mail. 
Do not w1ile the address in Arabic, but in Latin chnxacter , when the 

letter is addressed abroad. 
d) Booklets contain ing 2q slamps of 5 mms ench, price 120 mms, are 

available at the post offices . 
Or, booklets containing 12 slamps ·of 5 mms, 6 stnmps of iO mms an d 

li st.amps of 15 mms, pri ce 210 mms, are ·available at th e post offices. 
The first of lhe last two texts is found on the booklet-s sold fo r 210 

mms, while lhe second texL is fo und on the booklets sold for 120 mms. 

29 June 1938 

llook:ets composed ·of 24 stamps of 5 mms each , brovvn red , with the 
portrait of F arouk (Yve l' t No. 19J ), sold for 120 mms, in rosy cardboard 
cover (Fig. 7 bis). 
20 .6.1938 Delivered 274500 booklet s - Cont1~ol Number Aj37 
29.Ld939 Deli vel'ed 54000 book•:els - Control Number A/ 38 
8.1.1940 De·:ivered 219500 booklets - Contl'Ol Numbers A/ 38, A j 30 

G.il.1941 Delivered J87500 bool<lets - Control Number Af40 . 

Booklets withou t contro l numbel', containing three ot· even four booklet 
panes wilh inverted watennark , are "J<!nown. H shoulc~ have exis ted a lso 
some with ·control numhe1· but are not .yet recorded. 
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FIG '7 (bis) : Cover and pans of bookleL No. 12 with the control number 
on the margin . 

29 Ap1·il 1939 

Booklets composed of 12 stamps of 5 mms each, brown red (Yvert No . 
191) , 6 stamps of 10 mms, violet (Yvert No . 192) and 6 stamps, of 15 mms 
brown vio1et (Yvert No. 194) with the portrait of Farouk, sold for 210 mms, 
in blue cardboard cover (Fig. 8). 
29.4.1939 Delivered '7000 booklets - Control Number A/ 38. 

«-i~};!U-.:.-
~I.f o;:..:J~~ \t!fd;t?J 

,, . ~ ·~t)_,} ,.,, 
~ d>' , .d', 

1-;. .. ::..J 

milliemas 

FIG 8 Cover and lhtee diffetent panes of booklet No. 13. Binding shows 
at right on the Cover. 
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26 Mai 1942 

Booklets oomposed of 30 slamps of 6 mms each, pal€ g reen , with th e 
porhaiL of Farouk (Yve rL No. 191 A). divided in 5 panes of 6 s tamps each , 
so: d for 180 mms, in wsy ca l'bd om·d cover (Fig . 0) . 

In Lhi s issue w e come ba ck Lo the inleJ'calal ed sh ee ts of w l1i te parafined 
pape1· without in sc 1·ipli on in Arabic. 
~6.5. 1 V42 Delivered 111 000 book:eLs - Control Nurnbet' A/ 41. 
27.6 .1943 De:ivered 3750-) boo:J<';e ts - Con trol Numbers A/ 41, A/ 42 . 

..,......,...~u. 'r'• J&~~ll,_. . 
:· Jli 

i~ \A•. ,..:_.J 

' -
1 A Priee. ' 180 mil!iemu. 

FIG 9 : Cover cu1d pane of booklet No. 14. 

In 19Ld, the manufacture of the bool<Jets came to a ha:t a nd the panes 
of 60 stamps prepared f r lhi s purpose were delive red to !he Poslal Ad · 
mini s tration on 6 Nov-emb et· 19/d l'J be distl'ibuled later on Lhe post offices 
for sa:c unlil exhaus ti on. Here-under th e relative details : 

165 lll0 panes of 5 mm , Yvert No. 191 with control numhe l' A j llO. 

1:152 panes of 15 mms. YverL No . Hl4, 'vv ith control numbers A/ 38 and A/ 40 . 

!302 panes of 20 mms, Yvel"[ No. 195 , w ith conll'ol number A/ 40 . 

In a:l, the equivalent of 40?iROO b ookl ets of 120 mms anrl 13920 boold et s 
uf 270 mms approxim ately . 

Some panes of 5 mms s tamps .with and w ithouL conLJ·•.Jl number are 
kn own with the wate 1·marl< ·inverted . 

In J 0.j,3, the manufacture of the booklets s til l in use was also s topped 
and th e stock of pan es of 60 stamps prepared for the purpose was handed 
nver to the P ostal AdminisLmLion on 27 June 1943 , the n distribut3d on the 
(lOS t offices for sa le unti I exhrtu stion . Details of Lhese are given h ereunder : 

37000 panes of 6 mms, YvBlL No. J!l l A, with conLrol .number A/ 4 1, Af42 . 

In all L·h€ equiva:e nL of 7IL000 booklets of :180 mms. 

There wns, nattnally, an equ al ·numbet of panes w ilh and without con
trol numbet·. These two kind s of panes are an:xiously sought after by th e 
specia:ists. 
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As to the perfontled shee ts of 120 stamps of the p receeding issues, which 
formed part of the Palace Collections and put on auc tion sale during F eb
ruary 105Ik, we give he reunder a list ·of them. There were always two 
shee ts in eveey lot. (F ig . 5) : 

Lol No. M9 - 5 mms - Control Number A j37. 
Lol No. o50 - 5 mm s - O::mlrol Number A / 3~ . 

LoL No. 553 -- 5 mms - Conlt·ol Number A/ 38. Af3!J . 
Pari of Lo~ No . 555 - 5 mms -- Control Number Aj lLO. 
LoL No. 560 - 6 mms - · Control Number A/ 41. 
Lot No. 56 1 - 6 mms - Uon t t· ol Num bet· A/ 41, r\ j l1'2 . 

Lot No. 550 - · 5 . 10 ancl lo mms - - Control Number A t38. 
Pa r t of LoL Nu . 5o5 ~J JlllllS - Cunlrol Number Af4n. 
Part of Lot No. 555 15 mms -- Control Numbers Al 38, A/ 40. 
Pad of Lot No. 555 - 20 mms - · Con tro-l Number A/ 4.0. 

. ·, 
I 

c o •..1 -r 1 u R E S 
' . ' • 

FIG 10 : A complete shee t of 54 stam ps of 1951 Issue, showing the way of 
cutting the sheet and making the bookle ts bound eiLher on the 
left or the right. In the inferior righl cm·ner is noticed the con
trol number "A / 51" written in Arabic letters. The perfmation of 
this sheet is very much displaced. 
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ISSUES PROM 1951 to 1954 

As from NovembeY Hl44, a. new set of s~amps with the portrait of ex
King Fm·ouk in military uniform starled to appear . 

Year 195J. saw the resumption of lhe manufacture of the boo:tdets, but 
the sheets designated for Lhe operati:on ·were subj ect to new modifications 
in their general feature. The mode of cutting was different, but the bind
ing was kept the same whether· on the left or on t11e right. 

There are now D panes of 6 st.amps ea·ch (2x3) i.e. 51~ stamps on a 
surface equal to the previous sheet of 120 slamps. Each new pane has an 
all round w::hi.te border, forming, when the booldet is unfastened, a nice 
"miniature sheet". 

There is a conlrol number occupying the inlerior right side comer IJf 
the sheet, but it disappears when lhe panes are cut to suit lhe booklet. It 
is inscribed in Arabic and reads "A j 5:l. .. 

The illustration shown here explains the modifications referred to 
above (Fig. 10). 

Here, they definitely came baok to lhe use ·of the intercalated sheets of 
\Vihite parafined paper bearing no inscription in Arabic. 

1951 (exact date not available) 

Booklets composed of 24 stamps of 10 rnms, vio1et, w!Lh the portrait 
of Farouk (Yvert N·o. 228), sold for 2Ll0 mms, in rosy cardboard cover (Fig. 
11). 

~/.-fl,j~ .• 

A:;-'/. (j} . .:.> rt J' <f_;F ~_.}11;..,. 

...:;:_.., L;!.- 1 • .:::....!-J 
·.J.·rt·...:.5 

Priet ' ?40 millitm,. 

FIG 11 : Cover -and pane of booldeL No. 15. 

1952 (exact date not available) 
Booklets composed of 30 stamps, divided in 12 stamps of 4 mms, green 

(Yvert No. 226), 12 stamps of 10 mms, violet (Yvert No. 228) and 6 stamps 
of 22 mms, blue (Yvert No. 232) , with the portrait of Farouk making five 
panes, sold for 300 mms, rosy cardboard cove!' (Fig. 12). 
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· FIG 12 Cover and the three diffel'ent panes of booklet No. 16. 
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These two b-ooklets seem to be issued in a ve1·y limited quantity and 
were put into ci l'culation shodl y before the abdicat ion ·of ex-ICing Farouk 
(July 11152). The booklets so:d fot· 300 ms \"ie l' e mol'eover quickly \vitll
drawn from. circulat ion and used by th e Parcels Depal'tment of Cairo 
Centr.al Post Offic-e befme the set bearin g the po t· trait of the ex-King became 
obsolete. 

A restricted number of the complete booldels have escaped this fate. 

In the auction sal e of the Palace Col:ections during Fe bt·uary 1954, the 
perforated sheets of M stamps, sho-wn hereundel' , w ere offel'ed. (Fig . 10) : 

Lots N·o.s. 668 / 671, 4 sheets of 10 mms stamps, one rrt least, as far as 
we know, bears t he control numbel' "A j 5 L" in Arabic. 

After the abdicalion of ex-King Fat"ouk, the new set of s tamps of the 
Republic gave birth to new booklets -vvhich w ere similar in every aspect 
to those of the p t"eceding issue , .even the paper had bhe l'Oyal watermark 
(crown and Arabic letter "F " ). 
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1954 (exact date not available) 
Booklets composed of 24 stamps of 10 mms each , bl'own, bearing the 

portrait of a soldier (Yvert No. 315), · old for 240 mms , in ros.y cardboard 
cover (Fig. i3) . 

r.f .-.,:_.aJJ ~~I .JL;....,.... 
t_:...,.u. r t. J"u;.>':~J 

• ...::..-1..-,!1~;:.._:_.;.. 
~·fl·~ 

t6YPTIAII POSTAL AO.IKISTIIATIOII 
1'bt) boo"--tt ;:-owainlo. 

1~ T-t'n millit't1tf" 'iU mp-.. 

P~ice : 240 mi!liames 

FlG 13 : Cover and pane of booklet No. 17. 

After lhis issue which musl had been restricted in number, no more 
booklets were issued . 

HEC!lPITULATJON OF TilE DIFFERENT BOOKLETS 
W ITHOUT REFERENCE TO TTJE CONTROL NUMBERS 

NUMBER 

1 to 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

DATE OF 
ISSUE 

from J903 
to 1\:J2EL 

8/ i / 1927 

H / l OJ t\:J30 

12j 10j.l936 

29 / 6/ 1938 

COilTPOSEJJ OF 

Sha ll be sludied laler 
211 stamps of 5ms 
b i'OWn red - Fuacl 

12 s lumps of 5ms 
h l'uwn red - Fuad 
6 slamps of 10ms 
H.ed - Fuad 
6 stamps of 15ms 
blue - Fuad 

24 slamps of 5ms 
brown red - Fuad 

24 stamps of 5ms 
brown red - Farouk 

YVER T 
NO. 

122 

122 

i23 

175 

191 

SALE 
fJIU CE 
1nnis 

120 

210 

120 

120 



Oct. 64, Jan. 65 L'OHIENT P HILATELIQUE 427 

13 29 / l! f l 939 12 stamps of 5m s J 91 

26 / 5/ 1942 

15 ?? 1951 

bt·own red - Faw ul< 
ti s tamps ol' IOms violel-Fcnoul< i 93 
u slamps of 15ms 
vio: eL brown ·-- Fa1·ouk 

plae g reen - Farouk 
30 s lamps of 6ms 

24 s tamps ·of l Om s 
violel-Faroui< Mililary 

i D4 

191 \ 

228 

240 

i80 

240 

16 ?? i952 12 s lamps of 4 ms 
g reen-Fatouk Mil itat·y 
12 stamps of I Oms 
violel-Faroul< Mi litary 

v s lamps of 22m s 
blue-Farouk Military 

226 

t7 ?? 

TJIBLIOGRAPHY 

2ft s l-amps of 10ms 
brow n - sold ier 

228 

232 
300 

315 
240 
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Vol. II No. 10 of March 1954, pages i 33 to 135 by A.S. Mackenzie 
Low. 
Vol. IV No. 8 of January 1955, pages 106 & 107, by G.T. Houstm1. 
Vol. V No . ll f i2 of October 1962, page 120 oy Prof. Peter A. S. 
SmiLh. 
V'Ol. VI No. i of F ebruary 1963, page 15 by The Editor, from G.T . 
Hou ton . 

- L 'Otienb Ph ilatelique, publi shed by The Ph il atel ic Society ·of Egypt, 
Cairo : 
Vol. IV No. 52 of October 1945, pages 356 lo 358, by Ibr.ahim Ch aftar. 
Vol. IX ·O. 94 of April 1956, pages 359 to 36 1 by G. T. Houston . 
V'Ol. IV No. 47 of Janu at y i941, page 107, d iffetenL information by 
J . Boulad d 'Humieres. 
Vol. IV No. 48 of October 1044, pages 149 to 15·1, different inform
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J . Boulad d 'Humieres . 

Continued on page 434 
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OBLITERATIONS INSOLITES. 

0'11! 

Les t1·ouvailles d'un debutant 

C'est une apprehension t res nalm elle eL bien comprehensible que doit 
certainement t'essenlie un debulant au moment de prendre la plume et de 
commencer un article des tin e a l' Ol'ient Philalelique, ce tte revue otl tant 
n'i llu stres devanciers onl lra ite avec profondem el minuli e, de suj.ets ex i· 
geant une patience infini e eL une eru dition consommee. Il m'a semble pour
tan t qu' il faut mon lrer aux n~ophyles en la maliere qu 'il y a touj ours 
que:que chose de nouveau it dire, et que les moins experimentes peuvent 
cullive t· d ' inleressanl s te rrain s cl 'el ud es clans le vaste domain e du timbre
poste. 

Debutant, l 'aulem de ces !ig nes ne l'est pas tou t a fail.. On a, depuis 
long lemps, "collecti onn e" clans sa famille , mai s a la man iere anc ienne, rem
plissan t. sans eclecLisme mai s avec force coll e et charni eres les cases -
aussi ar ti s tement di sposees qu e sommai remenL descriplives - des albums 
d 'ault·efois. Lui-mem e, se libet'an t p1·ogress ivement des consignes desuete<; 
et tout en gardant un vague in teret pour les em ission s nouvelle;; el les 
timbres en cours, s'est attach e peu tt peu a ce qui , en philo telie, puisqu'i! 
faudrait l 'appeler par son nom cuistre mais correc t, forme la "cmiosite". 

On ne peut en un temps lres court et ott la fOt-tune ne vienL pas du tou t 
en dormant., former un e co:lection de ra1·etes . Prem.ieres emissions sur 
JeUres ou en blocs nomb reu x, affranch issemenls mixtes de la pYemiere 
heure, enLiers anci ens depui s longtemps disparus vers les musees et chez 
les grands amateurs ... Mai s l'on peut reunir it peu de f.r.ais quelques 
ob:iteralio ns cm ieuses , pieces qui s01t ent du quo tidien et qui ·conferent a 
une collec tion son cote pa rticuli er et personnel. 

Voici lout d'abord un 25 centimes, type Sage, No. 82* , celui que l'on 
retrouve frequemm ent avec des obliterahons du Levant ou de la. Barbarie. 
Get exe mplaire p01·le en oblite·raLion assez nelLe, le A 25 de l ' ile de 
MalLe. Quel voyageu r en cam s d 'escale y a jele a la bolte sa lettre restee 
jusque la "poche restanle" ? ... 

Votci, pmtanL le losange de points, obliLeration muelte des pastes 
agypti ennes, une g ro se lete d 'Hermes, 20 lepta rose , No. 51, el une petite 
te te d 'Hermes, 5 lepla vel'l , No. 70. Voici encore, sue fragm enL, une .bande 
de tmi s timbres du LO lepta jaune. petite leLe No. 80, affmnchie a Athenes 

"' Tous les numeros cite dans ces !i gnes se referent a u catalogue Yvert et Tellier. 
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le 31 decembre 1899, une des dernieres obliLeralions du siecle. Le fragment 
e~ 1 'un des timbres porten L en outre une obliLe1·ati'Dn parisienne du 17 jan
vier 1900. Ah, les voeux n'avaienl pas d'ailes a cette belle epoque qui 
prend ainsi a nos yeux un aspect de temps ·heroi:ques ! Voici encore pom~ la 
Grece une carte postale : au 5 lept.a noir (grosse tete d'Hermes) de l'imprime, 
c.n a ajoute un 5 lepta vert, pelite tete No. 93. La carte est affranCihie ~l 

Atbenes le 6 fevrier 1.898 et ndressee a Beyrouth, Syrie. Elle porte pour
taut une obliteration d'anivee d'Alexandrie, mais aucune obliteration de 
Be.yrouth. Myste1·e des paquebots ! 

Puisque nous en sommes aux paquebots, voici une obliteration ronde 
en frangai s et en arabe, Alexandrie - Paquebot du 16 janvier i932, sur 
fragment porlanL cinq t imbres de 80 lepta, tous o. J 98 D , dont un blor 
de quake. Et, en des temps plus recents encore, deux exemplaires du 
2.50 dra:chmes, No. 759, qui portent chucun des ·obliterations d'Alexandrie, 
probablement des cachets d 'arrivee ou de reexpedition. Un autre timbre 
grec, le 2 700 drachmes vert jaune, No. 562 A, porte un cachel de... Khar
toum. Parmi les enveloppes curieuses, l'une de Hli3 porte !'obliteration 
erronee en grec Mitylene au lieu de Mytilene ; l'autre, s·ouvenir de la 
Grande Guerre, affranchie avec des timbres a l'effigie du roi Albert, est 
obliteree pm· la poste beige de SainLe-Adresse pres du Havre, en France. 
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Trouvaille cmieuse aussi que ce b:oc de q uatre du 5 m ills . rose, No . 
.'J 1 de 1888-1906, portanL quatr·e cachets grecs de Delos du lO juin H~OO . 

Deux bloc.s similaires, mais porLant ob:i LeraLion lurque de Smyrne, so.nt 
entres reeemment dans une impor tante collection d'Egypte. Et le meme 
5 mills . rose, m ais avec une tache bl anche sous le "p" de Pas tes - variete 
non classee clans le ca talogue Zeher i - oblitere d 'un I majuscule, pro
bablement un cachet anglais d'arrivee. D'a illeurs plusieur.:; autres timbres 
d 'Egypte "used abroad" sont encC're tres ab'Jrdables. 

J€ parler·ai encore de cinq l i mb1~es de Djlbouti, Nos . '7 (en double), 
8, 9 e t 12, qui portent chacun le cachet m nd de Porl-Sai' d, Egyp te, et l:l 
date du 9 ·janvi er HlOO. Plulot qu 'une ob:iteration de faveur , j ',y verrai 
un ·affranchi ssement a l 'escale d'une le ttre timbree ma is non pos lee au de
part. Car l 'un des timbres, le 2 centimes, existe en double : une oblitera
tion de faveur eut ete apposee, me semble-t- it , sur ch a-cun des timbres 
d 'un e see·ie p:us complete et sans d'Oubles . 

L'am'usement de rechercher ces obli terat ions inattendu es ne va pas 
H:tnS mesaventures ni deceptions, mais c'est a bien peu de fra is que l 'on 
paie pour a pprendre. Un t imbre de la reine Victot·ia, le halfpenny gris 
noir, No . 76 de 1883-84 , mon tr e· une obli t.eration a chif fre, peul-etre 545. 
Jl y a .surtou t une inscrip tion qui semb!e faite a la machine a ecr ire : 
Obock. · Le debutant croiL a voir · acqui s a bas 1w ix une rarefe de p1·em ier 
m·dre. N'es t-ce pas la une surcharge non calaloguee et que les speciali stes 
voudronL s'arracher ? Deja s'echafaudent Jes reves dont le plus beau est 
de conserver pour so i, malgre des offres mirifiques, la si prec ieuse de-
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couved e. On ·apprencl bient6~ que l ' inscriphon vient recouvrir ici l'obli
terati on et que ce lte "t urele" esL l' oeuvre d 'un fur-cem. Adieu veau , .vache , 
cochon, co uvee . 
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Il ne faut pas croire touLefois que le metier de debuLanL ne consiste 
qu'en chagrins et songes va ins. Jl y .a aussi les recompenses inesperees. 
Parmi les plus recenles sont le 3 mills. lilas-bmn, No. 38 de 1888-!906, 
avec une obliLernLion tardive de Sa wakin ; et le 5 milliemes sm 3 centimes 
de Port-Said No. 38c (erreUL' sm Limbre d'Alexandrie) sur une enveloppe 
recommandee envoyee d 'Alexand l'i e le 26 mar 1031, a Torquay , en An
gleterre, avec cachet d 'anivee au dos. Les six aulres Limbres sm· l'en
veloppe sont bien des timbres d 'Alexandrie, Nos. 35, 36, 37, 39, M,, 64. 
Etait-ce qu 'une nouvelle en em ava it fa iL vend re a la post-e d 'Alex.andrie 
ce bmbre pourlant surcharge a Porl-Suicl ? On me dit que les bureaux 
franyais du Levant etaient assez coulants en fait d 'affl'Unchissement; cette 
enveloppe en est une nouvelle preuve . 

Ch ~t~tae vtt .. l1fi -- . ;of;~ p1<Q. J 

'fDJt ,r,A / • . ,. ____ _ 

Le domaine pYopose par le deh uLCLn L que voici est des plus vasrtes : 
Obliterati'Ons lnsoliles. Les unes, a la reflexion, n'ont r ien qu e de lres 
ordinaire ; timb1·es franyais ou angiai.s employe clans les pOl'ts du Levant 
possectant leurs propres emissiGns ; timb res-poste d'Il.alie ayant servi au 
Dodecanese, timbres-laxe d ' Jtalie obli teres en EryLh1·ee avant les emissions 
speciales .surchargees . Mais, de temp en temps, clans des boiles regorgeant 
de timbres ·courants, parmi les paperasses jaunissantes, le clebutaJ1t peut 
faire une trouva.ille, acq uisition qui donner.a a sa collection futu re un cachet 
individuel. 

Christian Ayoub. 
S.P.E. 4553. 
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LES TIMBRES D'iEGYPTE A PAPlER EPAIS. 

Pour divers pays du monde , les catalogues font , q uand il y a lieu , un e 
distinction aLl su jeL ·du papier timbre en ce qui concerne so n epa isseur et !Is 
indiquent eventuellement qu'i l "'1 a papiel· m ince et papier epa is, avec une 
eote pour chacun, suivanL le degre de rarele. 

En est-il de meme en ce qui co.nce me l'Egyple ? Le calal'Ogue Zeheri 
ne pat·le dei pup ier epais que pour le timbre de la p iastre de la 3, emission 
d u tirage dit de Boulac et il cole cetle va riele, soil comme ne uve soit com
me obl iteree, au meme prix que le pap ie t· mince, soit P. 20 pour le neuf 
et P . 6 pour l'oblilere, ce en quoi je pense qu'il faiL enem, 1e papier epa1s 
etant beaucoup plus rare que le papier mince, clans la proportion dB 1 ;:,. 
10 ou meme a 20. 

Le hasard de mes rec herches m 'a permis de conslater que ce n 'est pas 
le seul timbre d 'Egypte qu 'on renconlre avec pap ie r epa is; loin de la. J'1i 
done commence a mettre de cote les timbres obl ileres a papier epais et je 
les a i col lectionnes a part. Pour le moment, voici la lisle de ces timbres, 
lisle qui doit etre incomplele , car je n 'ai pas eu sous la mai.n tous les 
l.imLres de cette espece. Je donne done cette li s le pour ce qu'elle vaut , 
autrement dit comme une premiere enumeration, e t j ' invite tous les C·ol
lectio.nneurs specialisant l 'Egypte a fa ire des recherches en ce sens et a 
signaler leurs trouvailles a la direction de nob·e Societe de maniere a ce 
qu'au bout d ' un certain temps on puisse introduire cette variete clans le 
catalogue Zeher·i, en lui donnant une cote. 

EMISSION 1884 : Timbre de P. J. 
EJYliSSZON 1888 : Timbre de 1,3 (grenat) 4 et 5 mm . 
EMISSION. 1914 : Timbre de 200 m. 
EMISSION 1923 : Timores de 3,4,5,10,15 et 50 mm. 
EMISSION '1927 : Timbres de 5 et 50 mm. 
EMISSION 1936 : Timbres de 2 et 10 mm. 
EMISSION 1.937 : Timbres de 1,2,3,5,10, J.5, et 20 mm. (bleu et gri~ ) . 

EMISSION 1944 : Timbres de 1,2,3,4,5,10, eL 20 mm. 
EMISSION 1952 : Timbres de 1,2 et 10 mm. 
EMISSION i953 : (3 barres) : Timbres de 2,4, el 10 mm . 
EMISSION 1958 (U .A.R. et Egypt.) : timbre de JO mm. 
Eil!JISSION '1959 (U.A.R.) : Timbres de 4 et 10 mm. (olive). 
En ce qui ·concerne les timbres Expres, Service eL Tuxe , voici ce que 
EMISSION 1953 (definit ive) : Timbres de 4 et 10 mm . (Defense) 

j 'ai trouve 
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Expres surc.harge Hoi d 'Eo·ypte et du Soudan. 
Service : timb re de 4 mm. de 1014-15. 
Taxe : timbre de P. J de 1889 et 8 mm . de 1927. 

Oct. 64, Jan. 65 

J 'avoue n 'avoir ri en lrouve clans les t imbres ·commemorat ifs ni clans 
ceux de la pos te aerienn e. Mai s mes recher·ches n'ont pas ele bien poussees 
clans ces deux derniers domaines. 

Au point de vue de la utrele de ces timbres qu e je viens de menti·~:mner , 

il esL difficile d'en preciser le degre des maintenant ; cependant je crois 
pouvoir dire que le !1 mm de 1888 me semble rare ainsi q ue le timbre de 
200 mm. de 1914; par contre, les timbres de 194'1 me semblent communs, 
ainsi que le 10 mm surcharge Hoi d 'Egypte -et du Soudan, qui est tr es corn· 
m un. Les timbres Expres, Se rvi ce eL Ta·xe so nt plutot rares. 

J e laisse a d '·autres p'hilalel isles le soin de pousser plus l·oin ce tte etud0 
et de la mener a bonne fin. 

G;lBRIEL BOULAD. 

Continued from page 427 
- Catalogue Zeheri des Timbres-Pos te d ' l£gyp te , '7tll Edition of 1960 

by Ahn~ed Mazloum , Publi shed by The Phi :atelic Society Of Egypt, 

Cairo. 
- Aucti·on sale catalogue of Lh e Palace Collecti ons of l~gypt , by H.H. 

Harmer L~d , London, Cairo 12th to 18th February I 954. 
- - Auction s ale cata logue of Vlilliam C. Hinde's collection of Egypt, 

by Hobson Lowe Ltcl, London, 16 and 17 October 1957 - L-ots Nos. 
287 .and 288. 

- Auction sale catalogue of Dr . W. Byam 's co l ~ eclion of Egypt by 
Hobson Lowe Ltd , Lond·Jn , 24 and 25 October 196 1. Lols Nos. 73 " 
and 739. 
Die Marl, enheflc hen, .1\ ehrdrucl< und Zwi schenstegnnrl<en do•· 
Schwe iz JU04-19i'/ l, p ubli shed in HJ54 IJy iVlaison Krn s t Muter 111 

Basle. 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

GRAND CHOIX de TIMBR'FS-POSTE 
du MO:NDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MA.NCO-LISTES 

4:, Rue Emad-El-Dine, Le Caire 



NEW ISSUES 
CommemOil'ative issue 

Ass,embly of He:ads of State 
and Goverumen;t of O.A.U. 

Da te of issue : July 17, 1964. 

Denomination and eolour 10 mills. 
Bro w n and Blue. 

Des ign : Africa and 34 flags. 

Dimen sion : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perforat io n : 11~ . 

Design er Mr. Baclr Bahgat. 

Sh eet : 35 s tamps (5 x 7) . 

Printing Process : R otogr avure (Postal 
Authority Prin ting House ). 

Contml No. : Date ·of issue a n d ser ial 
number . 

Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 

Commemoil"ative Set 
'I1he 12th Ann. of Ri€.1Volurtil0n 

July 23, 1'964. 

Eledricilty 

Design Depic ts : The High Da m 
Hydro-El ectric Powe r Station. 

Denomination : 10 mill s . 
Dimen s ion : 40 x 40 mm. 
P erforat ion 11 :}. 
Sheet : 35 s tamps (5 x 7). 
Printing Process : Rotog ravure, 

"Postal Au tho rity P rin tin g H :1u sc ''. 
Contr.ol No. : Dat e of is sue a nd ser ia l 

number. 
Qua nti ty : 1,000,000 stamps. 
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Re('lamation orf IJ.and 

Design Depicts : Machin es •Of r eclama-
t ion and a spike. 

Denominat ion : 10 m ills . 

Dimension : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perforation : 11!· 

Sheet : 35 stamps (5 x 7.) 

Printing Pr-ocess : Rotogravure, 
" Posta l Authority Printing House". 

Control Ko. : Da te of issu e and serial 
number. 

Quantity : 1,000,000 stamps. 
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The Minia,ture Sheet 

Denomination lOO mills. 

Dimens km : 102 x 82 mm. 

Design Depicts : The picture of 
the p res iden t Gamal Abdel
Nasser and two photos of the H igh 
Dam , before and after th e Divers ion 
of the River N ile. 

Quan tity 100,000 Sheets. 
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Commemo!fa.tive issue 'i..:J'(' i; 4.;;. _,f: 
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'i..i \k.l \ .)\.,i 

6th. Pan Arab Jamboree - Alex. ~:.JJ.:C 'J\! U"~U\ ~.;·l\ j!.Cll .J("_,.t\ 
Date of issue : Augus t 28, 1964. 

Design : (1) The badge of t he 
J amboree. (2) The Sy mbol of Air
Scou ts. 

Denomination : 10 mills each stam p. 

Colour : R eel and green . 

Dimension : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perforation : lll 
Sheet : 70 stam ps (35 ·of each stamp). 

Printing : Rotog ravure 

Process : (Postal Authority prin ting 
H ouse). 

Control No. : Da te of issue and serial 
number. 

Qua ntity : 1,000,000 each stamp. 
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* * * 
Commemmative; Se.~t 

2nd. Arab League Heads o.f State 
Co·UillJCil 

Date of issue : Sept. 5, 1964. 
Design Depicts: 13 stamps showing t he 

fl ags of the Arab countries 
Denomination : 10 mills each stamp. 
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Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 
Perfora tio :1 11~ . 

Sheet : 50 stamps (10 x 5). 
Printing : Rotogravure 
Process : "Postal Authority Printing 

House". 
Control. : Date of issue and serial 

n umbe r. 
Quantity : 1,000,000 each stamp. 

. ('. t' X" o 

' ') 0 

( o X , . ) r-: \!. o • 

--~ ~~\\'-~: ... ( !\b. ~il.)~ .iJ J 

J-LA r~ JIJ ,.-:b\1 f:. .. )~· 
. (! \!. ~ t;:_l .j J:\• 

~:UJ;:_;r_0it2 .~;~ 

"-+'::;_ ~. 
1'\11 

lll!l.llt.j06\ 1 

Oct. 64, J an. 65 

("! \kl I ) \_.!I 

( .. .;-='::\\ 

=-.;-.ill 

ckll._•!)" 
'-!\;)I ~;.) 

...~_\ \ 



Oct. 64 , J a n. 65 L 'ORIE:\T PHILATELIQUE 439 

Gommemn,rat,ive issue 
Oomeren!OB of Heads of St.a.te or 

Go;vernme'UJt o•f Non-AIJigned 
Countries 

Date or iss ue : Oct. 5, 1964. 
Des ign De picts: The m ap of the world 

on the g lob e, ti·VO o li ve b ranch es 
and a pigeo :1. 

Denominatio n: 10 m ills. 

Colour : Yellow and bluish ashy. 
Dimensio n : 40 x 40 mm. 

P erforation : 11!. 
Sheet : 35 stamps (5 x 7) . 

Printing : Rotog ravure 

Process : "Postal Authority Prin t ing 
House" . 

Co.1trol ~\lo. : Date of issu e and seri al 
n um ber. 

Quantity 2,000,000 stamps. 
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* * * 
Oo!ll1Jlliemorn.tive Issue 

The First Afro-Asian Medi:cal 
Congress : 

Date of issue : Oct. 10 , 1964. 

Des ig n Depic ts : Afro-Asian map and 
the embl em .of m edicin e. 

Den ominat io n 10 mill s . 
Colour : Violet a nd yellow. 
Dim ension : 25 x 42 mm. 
Perforation : 111. 
Sheet : 50 stamps (10 x 5) . 

Printing : Rotogravure 
P r ocess : "Postal Authority Printing 

House". 
Control N o. : Date of issue and se ria l 

number. 

Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 
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* * * 
Totk:yo - Olympic Games 

Commemoraiti¥.e sett 

Date of issue : Oct. 10, 1964. 

Design : Pharaonic Gam es. 

Denomination : 5,10, 35 & 50 Mills 

Dimensi·on : 5 mills : 42 x 25 mm. 
10 & 35 mills : 25 x 42 mm. 

50 mills : 61 x 28 mm. 

Perforation : 11~- · 

Sheet : 50 stamps. 
Printing : Rotogravure 
Process : "Postal Authority Printing 

House" . 
Contr-ol No. : Date of issue and serial 

nwnb er. 
Quantity : 5 & 10 Mills : 1,000,000 each 

35 & 50 .}[ills : 400,000 each. 
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Commemorative stamp 
Pan-African and Malagasy 

Congress for Posts and 
Telecommunicat5ons 

Date of issue : Oct 24, 1964. 

Design Depicts : :\1ap of Afr ic:1 nnd 
th e sy mbol .of Posts and that of 
Te I ecomm unica tio:-~s. 

Denomination : 10 mills. 

Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 

Perforation : 11} 
Sheet : 50 stamp!S (10 x 5). 

Printing : Rotogravure 
Process : "Postal Authority l'r: nti ng 

House" . 
·:ontrol No. Dale of issue and ~;e: .. 

nLmlber. 
Quantity : 2.000,000 stamps. 

Commemorative set 
Monuments of Nubia- 1964 

Di:ite of ~ss ue : Oct. 24, 1964. 

Denominati·on : 5, 10, 35 mill s. 

Desig n Depicts : 5 mills : G·oll Bourus 

a nd the facade of A.b u-Simbel 

10 m.il ls : The head of Ramses II 

35 mills : Sculpture on the wall!S of 

Abu-Simbel. 

Dimension : 5 and 35 mills 

40 X 40 111111. 

10 mills : 25 x 42 mm. 
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Perforation : 11}· 
Sheet : 5 and 35 mills 

35 stamps (5 x 7) 

10 mills : 50 s tamps (10 x !'i) 

Printing : Rotogravure. 
Process : "Postal Authority Printing 

House". 

Control No. : Date of issue and serial 
n umber. 

Quantity : 5 and 10 mills 
1,000,000 stamps each 
35 mills : 
400,000 stamps 

The Miniature Sheet 

Date of issue : Oct 24 , 1964. 

Denomination : 50 mills. 

Design : The picture of Goddess Isis 

Quantity : 100,000 sh eets. 
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Commemorative issue .SJ'( .i; t! \l,, 
The Silver Jubilee of the Ministry 

of Social Affajrs 
~:~ 1_:::::- )'\ 0 ~~.!.1 \ ; ) j _,l (.$4Al \ ..J.:..l \ 

Date of issue : Dec. 18, 1964. 

Design : The embl ems of co-operation, 
of rural handicraft and of women's 
work. 

Denomination : 10 mills. 

Dimension : 42 x 25 mm. 

Perforation : 11l 
Sheet : 50 stamps (5 x 10). 

Printing : Rotogravure 

Process. : "Postal Authority Printing 
House". 

Control No. : Date of issue and seria l 
number. 

Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 

C<Jmmemorative Issue 

UNESCO Day 

Date of issue : Dec. 24, 1964. 

Desig n Depicts : The emblems of 
UNESCO and U.N. and the three 
py ramid s. 

Denomination 10 mills. 
Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 

Perfm·ation : Ut. 
Sheet : 50 stamps (10 x 5). 

Printing : Rotogravure 

Process : "Postal Authority Prin ting 
House". 

Contro•l No. : Date· of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity : 2,000,000 s tamps. 
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OR.DINARY STAMP SET 1964 

P ate o f issu e : J une 1, 1964. 
Denomination 1 mill : Blue and olive 

g ree n (A g lass vessel used in the 
14 th Century ) 

Coiour and Design : 2 m ills Brown 
and plum colour (A m a n lift ing a 
curve a;~d kneeling bet ween t 11·o 
!ions) . 
3 mill s : Blue and orange (A s hip o f 
a labaster and pha raonic p illars) 
4 mil ls : Blue and r ed (A mina re t 
an d a n Islamic gate ) 
10 mill s : Yellow ish brow n a nd blue 
g reen (The Eagle a nd th ree p y ra mids ) 
15 mills : Blue a nd yeJ J.ow (A w in dow 
in Ahm ed Ibn T oulon Mosque) 
35 mill s : Blue and r ed (The Queen 
)Jefe rtari) 

Dimension : 30t x 25 mm. 

P erforati on : 11! 
Sheet : lOO stamps (10 x 10) 
P rinting ppocess : Rotogravure (Postal 

Authority Printing House) 
Co ntrol l\o. : Date of p r inting a:ld ser ial 

numbe r 
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Denomination : 5 mills (brown and 
blue). 

Date o f issue : July 1, 1964. 

Desig n : The High-Dam. 

Dimension : 25 x 30± mm. 

Perfora tion : lll 
Sheet : 100 stamps (10 x 10) 

Desi~orne-r· and E xecuto r : M .iVL Saber 

Printing Process : Rotogravure (Pos tal 
Authority Printing H ouse). 

Control No. : Date of printing a nd 
serial number. 

Airmail Stamp 

Date or issue : Nov. 2, 1964. 

Design : An Arab Arch and The 
Tower of Cairo. 

Denomination : 50 mills. 

Colour : Blue and brown. 

Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 

Perforation lll 
Sheet : 50 stamps (10 x 5). 

Printing : Rotogravure 

Process : "Posta l Authority Printing 
House" 

Control No . : Date of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity : 2,000,000 s tamps. 

Palestine Set : 

On the same l'ate an ordina ry 
Pales tin e set was iss ued to be valid 
for postage in Gaza Strip of Palestine 
only. 
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D SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. ii 
•• •• •• •• .. .. .. .. •• •• H HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTIANT ADVANTAGE :: 
:. ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE :: = ~ :; OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE ~: 

:: :: 
S: e Over sixty years' experience of sell1n1 stamps. :: 
t• •••• ll e Specialist Describing. •• 
:: e Attractive and comprehensive catalogu1n1 :: •• •• :: e Direct contact with all leading collectors. :: 
:·. . .. e Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. • •: a: :. e Free Valuation - sub,ect to sales instruction beln1 received :• ii within 2 years. :i 
i
:J e All Risk Insurance of stamps - ln transit and pendlns sale. if 
l e Liberal advances available. :: 

.il · .. =:·.= Naturally you want the best results. Equally naturally we 
• can give no guarantee. But it is a significant fact, that, for the •• 

11 :.·=·:.·:: 

last three years, the total realisation for each Bond Street Auction 
Season has exceeded the four hundred thousand pound mark. Over 
many years we have bullt up- and are still improving- a Service 

:: to the Vendor of Fine and Rare Stamps that is second to none. !: 
:: The full resources of the largest and most experienced staff :: 
C: ln the field of philatelic auctioneering are at your disposal. Good ;: 
:: class phllatelic material can alway~ be considered for inclusion in :~ 
S: the H. R. Harmer Auctions. :: :: :: 
:: Contact us NOW if you wish to sell - no matter whether ft 1: 
:: be a single rarity ar a ·so-volume Collection. We will be olatJ to .: 
:: advi8e and hel» JIOU . :: •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 
!! H. R. HARM R LTD. ii 
•• •• 

• •• •• •• •• :: Intei'Dft.tiooal Stamp Auc1ioneeJ"S :: 
•• •• 
:i 41 NE.\V BOND STREET !i •• •• •• •• 
! LONDON, W.1 !! 
! AND AT C.W. AND A :: 
! NEW YORK "PbiatamMI, ........... W. 1,., SYDNE : 
• •• • • • •• •• •• t::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 


