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ON THE PROPER DESCRIPTION OF THE COLORS 

OF EGYPTIAN STAMPS 

by PTof. PeteT A.S. Smith 

The forthcoming appearance of the Zeheri catalog in English 
instead of French raises the question of the exact translation of names 
of colors, particularly the small shade differences that are often so 
important to stamp collectors. However, it is hard enough to describe 
a given color accurately in just one language- one man's "purple" may 
be another man's "violet", etc. Fortunately, a new edition of "Stanley 
Gibbons' Colour Guide for Stamp Collectors" has just appeared; since· 
it is perhaps as close to being an international standard in philately 
as one could realistica lly :hope for, I have used it for the basis of 
this article. 

Instead of trying to translate, I have systematically renamed each 
stamp by direct comparison with the color guide used in indirect day­
light with a black screen to cut out the disturbing effect of other 
nearby colors. I shall give the list of results first , and then comment 
on some of the more surprising results. 

Stamp 

1866 5 para 

10 para 

20 para 

1 p . t. 

2 P· t. 

5 P· t . 

10 p. t . 

1867 5 para 

Zeh eri 1960 Gibbons Colour Guide 

gris slate green 

brun brown 

bleu pale et bleu gris light blue; to light greenish blue 

mauve clare;t-rose 

jaune et) jaune orange yellow 

rose carmine-rose 

ardoise deep slate to deep slate blue 

jaune-or orange-yellow .(shades from 
yellow to yellow-orange) 

10 para lilas terne ou fonce 
gris lilas 

dull reddish lilac 
·dull slate purple 

, (1869) mamiVe pale ou fonce bright violet or pale viol-et 
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Stamp 

20 para 

L'ORIENT P HILATELIQUE Oct. 65, J an. 66 

Zeheri 1960 Gibbons Colour Guide 

vert clair ou vert fonce pale t'o dark myrtle green 

(a rare shade, unlisted in Zeheri, but noted by Dr. 
Byam, is apple green) 

20 para 01869) vert jaune ou vert jaune 
pa.le 

bright green (shades) 

1 p. t. 

2 p. t . 

5 p. t. 

1872 5 para 

10 para 

20 para 

1 p. t . 

2 p. t . 

2! P· t . 

5 p. t. 

1874-5 5 para 

1rose rouge 
rose pale 
rouge-laque 
1rouge 

rose-red 
pale rose-red 
brown lake 
scarlet to red (shades) 

.(specific shades that are not clearly covered by the 
Zeheri listing are salmon-rose (shades), brown-red, and 
bright brownish scarlet -see comments at end of list) 

bleu ou bleu pa.le blue, steel blue, or ind<igo 
(shades) 

brun light brown 

brun rouge brown 

brun chocolat .chocolate brown 

(see notes at end) 

brun et brun chocolat 

brun pale 

mauve et mauve terne 

bleu 

bleu tres fonc€ 

bleu pale 

bleu de Prusse 

bleu tres pale 

rose-rouge et rose pale 

dull chestnut to deep 
red-brown 

pale chestnut-brown 

dull lilac or reddish violet 

Prussian blue 

(see notes at end) indigo 

pale blue (litho only) 

indigo Oitho only) 

pale blue (litho only ) 

rose-red to deep rose-red 

(also deep carmine-red, litho only, quite scarce ) 

j aune chrome yellow 

violet fonce et violet pale sla te-viole t (pale· to deep) 

vert jaune bright green 

brun et brun pale dull red-brown (pale to 

deep) 
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Stamp 

10 para 

20 para 

1 p. t . 

2 p . t . 

2z P· t. 

5 p . t. 

1879 5 or 10 para 

on 2~ p. t. 

L'ORJENT PHILATELIQUE 

Zeheri 1960 

lilas pale, lilas gris et gris 
fonce 

Gibbon& Colour Guide 

pale slate to deep slate 

bleu, bleu pale et bleu gris slate blue to grey-blue 

(a shaje that deserves ·separate listing is azure) 

rou.ge c1air et route t erne 

jaune 

violet fonce et violet pale 

scarlelt to vermilion 
(shades ) 

yellow to chrome yellow 
(shades) 

slate violet 

525 

vert et v·ert jaune yellow-green or bright green 

violet fonce ou violet pale slate violet (shades) 

1879 5 para brun sepia 

10 para 

20 para 

1 P· t. 

2 p . t . 

5 p. t . 

1884 10 para 

brun clair 

mauve 

li1as rose 

gris Clair 

gris fonce 

gris bleuatre 

bleu pale 

bleu fonce 

rose 

rose pale 

rose bonbon 

jaune fonce 

jaune orange 

vert 

vert bleu 

vert 

pale brown 

lilac 

pale claret 

pale slate 

slate 

bluish slate 

cobalt-blue (shades) 

ro'!e (shades) 

rose-red 

yellow-orange .(pale to deep) 

green 

light blue-green 

green 
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Stamp: 

20 para 

1 p. t. 

5 p . t. 

1888 1 m. 

2 m. 

3 m. 

4 m. 

5 m. 

2 p. t. 

10 p.t. 

L'ORI8N1' PHILATELI(iUE Oct. 65, Jan. G6 

Zeheri 1960 

rose carrnin 

rose carmin fonce 

bleu 

bleu clair 

bleu f.once 

outremer 

gris clair 

gris vert fonce 

gris ardoise 

brun clair 

brun fonce 

vert bleu 

vert 

lilas brun 

jaune 

jaune orange 

vermilion 

vermilion clair 

rose carmin 

rose carmin fonce 

rose aniline 

rose pa1e 

brun-jaune 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

deep rose 

rose-carmine 

cobalt-blue 

cobalt 

blue 

deep blue 

olive-grey 

slate-grey 

deep slate 

brown 

sepia 

bluish green 

pale green 

maroon 

orange-yellow 

yellow-orange 

scarlet 

vermilion 

ro1le-carmine 

carmine 

aniline rose-carmine 

deep rose 

chestnut 

brun-jaune orange 
· ~ orange-brown (shades ) 

brun-jaune o-range fonce \ 

mauve 

mauve aniline 

aniline mauve to aniline 
reddish purple (shades ) 

dark purple 
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Stamp 

1914 1 m 

2 m. 

3 m . 

4 m. 

5 m . 

10 m . 

20 m . 

50 m . 

100 m . 

200 m. 

1921 - 2 1 m. 

2 m . 

2 m. 

3 m. 

4 m. 

5 m. 

10 m . 

15 m. 

20 m . 

50 m. 

100 m. 

L'OH.IENT PHILATELIQ UE 

Zeheri 1960 

brun olive 

brun olive fonce 

vert 

vert turquoise 

orange 

j aune orange 

rouge 

carmin fonce 

bleu fonce 

vert olive 

lilas 

!Has pqurpre 

noir ardoise 

grenat 

brun olive 

vert 

vert bleu 

vermilion 

jaune orange 

vert 

carmin 

.rose pale 

bleu fonce 

carmin 

bleu 

vert olive 

grenat 

noir 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

sepia 

green 

yellow-orange, to orange 

scarlet-vermiliOJl 

carmine-red 

,deep steel l;>lue 

yellow-olive 

maroon 

slate black 

brown-purple 

bi~tre-brown 

green 

orange-red 

yellow -orange 

green 

carmine-red 

pale rose 

steel blue 

carmine-red 

indigo 

yellow-olive 

lake 

dull bla.ck 

521 
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Stamp 

1922 (crown 
overprints) 

1 m. 

2 m. to 15 m . 

20 m . 

50 m. 

1923 (Fuad) 

1 m . 

2 m. 

3 m. 

4 m. 

5 m. 

10 m. 

15 m. 

20 m. 

50 m. 

100 m. 

200 m. 

L'ORIENT PHlLATELIQUE Oct. 65. Jan. 66 

Zeheri 1960 

brun man·on 

same as 1921-2 stamps 

vert olive 

grenat 

orange 

jaune orange 

noir clair 

noir fonce 

brun clair 

brun fonce 

vert 

ve rt jaune 

brun rouge 
marron clair 

rose fonce 

rose rouge p:Ue 

bleu fonce 

bleu clair 

vert fonce 

vert clair 

v.ert bleu clair 

vert bleu fonce 

lilas violet fonc€ 

lilas violet brun 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

sepia or bistre-brown 

yellow-olive to olive-green 

maroon, or purple-lake 

orange-yellow to 
yellow-orange 

grey-black 

black 

sepia •(&hades) 

green (sh ades) 

varia:us sh ades close to red-brown 
and chestnut; also a scarce 
&h ade rose-brown 

deep rose 

deep rose-red 

royal blue 

pale royal blue 

deep grey-green 

grey-green 

deep bluish green 

deep turquoise blue 

purple 

dull purple 

(also a shade that may be a changeling, pale reddish violet) 

violet' violet or slate-violet 
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stamp Zeheri 1960 

1925 Geog. Congress 
5 m . marron 

10 m. rose 

15 m. 

1925 A~Tic. Cong. 
5 m. 

10 m. 

15 m. 

50 m . 

100 m. 

200 m . 

rose fonce 

ble.u claire 

bleu fonce 

brun 

rose 

bleu 

vert bleu 

m as 

violet 

1926 Birthday 50 p. t. lil as brun 

1926 Navig. Cong. 
5 m. brun, centre noir 

10 m. rouge, centre · noir 

15 m . bleu, centre noir 

1927, Cotton Cong. 
5 m. 

10 m. 

15 m. 

1927 King Fuad 
1 m. 

2 m . 

3 m. 

brun, centre vert 

rouge, centre vert 

bleu, centre vert 

orange clair 
orange fonce 

noir paJe 

noir fonce 

brun clair 

brun fonce 

vert bleu clair 

vert bl<eu fonce 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

light chestnut 

rose 

deep rose 

cobalt 

cobalt-blue 

greyish chestnut 

rose-red 

blue 

dull deep bluish green 

d·ull reddish purple 

dull reddish violet 

dull plum 

brown, black center 

brown-red, black center 

1-Jlue, black center 

brown, center grey-green 

Venetian r ed>, center 
grey-green 

blue, center grey-green 

pale orange 
orange 

greyish bla_f!k 

black 

light brown to bistre-bwwn 

deep sepia 

myrt.le green 

deep bluish green 
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Stamp 

1927 4 m . 

5 m. 

10 m. 

13 m. 

15 m. 

20 m. (small) 

20 m. (large) 

40 m. 

50 m. 

L 'ORIE T PHlLATELIQUE Oct. 65, Jan. 66 

Zeheri 1960 

vert jaune clair 

vert j aune fonce 

vert fonce 

brun clair 

brun fonc€ 

brun marron 

brun marron fonce 

brun roug~ 

brun-rouge fonce 

ro~?e rouge pale 

rouge 

rouge fonce 

violet 

rose 

bleu 

bleu fonce 

violet brun 

violet brun !once 

bleu 

bleu fo.nce 

vert-olive pale 

vert-oUve fonce 

vert fonce 

bleu clair 

brun fonc€ 

bleu vert clair 

bleu vert fonce 

bleu 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

light green 

green 

deep bluish green (shades) 

brown 

deep bistre-brown 

chestnut-brown 

deep chestnut-brown 

red-brown 

deep red-brown 

Venetian red 

d ull red 

brown-red 

deep violet 

deep rose-red 

blue (shades) 

deep blue ·(shades) 

deep dull purple (shades) 

blue 

deep bright blue 

pa.le olive-green 

olive-green 

bronze-green to blackish 
olive 

blue 

.-:epia 

bluish green 

deep bluish green (shades) 

deep greenish blue (,shades) 
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Stamp 

1927 

100 m. 

200 m. 

500 m . 

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 531 

Zeheri 1960 

lilas pal~ 

lilas fonce 

lilas clair 

Ulas noir fonce 

violet mauve 

Gibbons Colour Guide 

dull reddish purple to claret 

deep reddish purple 

reddish plum or plum 

agate-purple to purple-black 

deep reddish lilac 

violet mauve fonce (Type I) violet 

,(Type II) deep violet 

bru.n, centre bleu-vert 

brun gris, centre bleu-gris 

brown, center deep turquoise 
blue 

greyish brown to sepia, 
center deep greenish blue 
(shades) 

E 1 CT. I) vert fonce, centre brun rouge 1deep sl-ate-green, center deep brown 
(T. I!) , deep slate-green, cen ter deep chestnu t 

1926 Air 27 m. violet violet 

1929 Air 27 m . brun rouge chestnut 

l884 Postage Due, 

all values rouge red 

1886 Postage Due, 

all values rose rouge orange-red 

1888 Postage Due, 

2 m. vert fonce green (shades) 

vert clair 

5 m. rose carmin rose-red or rosine 

1 p. t . bleu clair blue to steel blue 

outre-mer light blue 

2 p. t . ocre jaune yellow-o()range 

jaune orange orange-yellow 

5p. fi. gris d eep bluish slate 

1893 Official brun rouge che·&tnut or deep orange-brown 
(shades) 
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NOTES AND COMME TS ON THE COLOR LIST 

It is well to begin by repeating that the names based on the calor 
guide were obtained by direct comparison of actual stamps, and are in 
no way translations. In some instances, to be sure, they correspond 
to a direct translation, but in others there is considerable discrepancy. 
Some of the names are t ime-honored, but no longer correspond to true 
meanings. An example is t.he 5 para 1866. Both it .and the 10 para 
of 1882 are called "gris", Lut their colors are actually quite different. 
The calor guide names give us a distinct improvement in such cases. 

The 20 para of 1867-9 is an interesting case; the 1867 shades have 
often been called "blue-green" in English language catalogs, but the 
actual color is quite distinct from it. The rare shade "apple green" 
was believed by Dr. Byam to be a calor trial. It) is known used , with 
dates before 1869; Dr. Byam thought that the calor trials may inadver­
tently have been sent out v'.'ith stocks of the normal calor. This shade 
might be mistaken for the calor of the 1869 issue, but it is paler and 
not so bright. The 1869 color. commonly called "yellow green" , turns 
out to be distinct from true yellow-green; it is only that it appears 
relatively yellowish when compared to the 1867 color. 

The 1 p . t. of 1867 is a difficult problem. Dr. Byam made up a 
large album page (now in my possession) of this stamp , arranged in 
eleven rows each of a different calor, each row having five stamps of 
differing depth of that color ! In spite of this , I have occasionally 
encountered stamps tha t could not be matched precisely with any of 
them. The plight of a catalog editor in such a situation is indeed 
pitiable ! Nevertheless, the shades can be grouped into certain broad 
categories without much overlapping. On the basis of the Gibbons 
Colour Guide , I would arrange them this way: 

scarlet to red (sha;des) - common 
rose-red .(shades) - common 
salmon-rose (shades) - less common 

bright brownish scarlet - scarce 
brown-red - scarce 
J:?rown lake - rare 

The bright brownish scarlet colors were called by Dr. Byam "red 
lake"; they evidently all come from the sam.e printing, are always found 
with inverted watermark, nearly always unused without gum, and often 
with blind perforations. The brown-red shades were called "-brown. 
lake" by Dr. Byam , but they are a much redder color than the brown 
lake of Gibbons Colour GLUrie. The Colour Guide brown lake matches 

. the color of the color trials , usually found imperforate , and is presum­
ably the calor of Zeheri no llm. 
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The 5 p. t. of 1867 also needs comment. There appear to be only 
two distinct colors - a deep calor, between chocolate and brown , and 
a plain brown, which may be found light or of ordinary depth. These1 
brown shades seem to be of about the same scarcity, and should 
perhaps be listed as one; th e- chocolate-brown is definitely scarcer . 

Of the Third Issue, the 20 para colors are the most confusing, 
because of the probl em of the lithographs. The ordinary, common 
shade of the 1872 stamps corresr;onds nicely to the Colou r Guide "P r us­
sian blue". Zeheri 16a (bletl tres fonce) must be t he distinct indigo 
calor that most of the lithograph s show; I have never seen this shade 
on a typograph. Zeheri 16a and 16e should therefore be combined 
( unless the editor knows of undoubted typographs in this calor ). Simi­
larly , t he pale blue color appears also to be confined to the lithographs. 
The shade of the 1874 printings that I h ave called azure is a pale, milky 
blue. eas ily distinguishable from the common greyish t in ts. It is 
scarce used , and t he shade freest of grey is rare unused indeed. 

Tile 10 para of t ll e Thir d Issue is a curious phenomenon. Although 
I have examined hundreds of them, I have never seen an example of 
the 1874 issue that had anyt lil ac to its calor at all. I suspect that the 
clear lilac calor of the 1872 stamps was so strongly suggestive to col­
lectors and catalog editors that they unconsciously chose for the 1874 
calor the name "grey-lilac "that is gener~lly accepted. Nevertheless, 
comparison wi th the calor guide shows that "slate" (not even "slate­
lilac") fi ts the actual stamps best . 

Th e De La Rue Sphinx and Pyramid stamps show a wide range of 
shades in certain instances, which makes it difficult to specify sharply 
defined color·s. The 1 p. t. blue and the 5 m. rose-red are par ticular ly 
diff icult. In some cases I have simply added "(shades)" after a calor 
name where< there is only a small range of shades, u sually pale to deep 
varieties of the same baste color. Where a nearly continuous range 
of shades covers a wide ra nge, I have indicated it by naming t he extrerne 
colors w ith t he word "to '' between . Where two fa ir ly d istinct shades 
exist, I have used the word "or " in between them; this means that in 
my experience there is not a continuous range. A fu rther variation 
can be noticed between matte colors· and sh iny colors; the shiny colors 
are in general those print~d on the chalk-surfaced pa per in 1902 and 
later. 

There are some small differences in shade between the 1914 issue, 
the 1921 Harrison print ings, and the 1921-22 crown overprints. The 
c"6iors . of the 50 m. and 200 m. are particularly d iff icult. and in one case, 
Zeheri calls the 200 m. "grenat" (1914), in anotherm , the 50 m. is called 
"grenat" (1921). The shades are actually somewhat different. 
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The last series in the list is the 1923 King Fuad set. The 5 m. went 
through a large number of printings, and therefore has many shades. 
These are surprisingly hard to match to Gibbons Colour Guide - none 
is exactly "red-brown", and none is exactly "chestnu t". The rose-brown 
shade is distinct, however , and rather scarce. The colors of the 20 m. 
and 50 m. create a special problem, and the Zeheri 1960 names do not 
fit well. Of the 2'0 m. there is really only one color, which varies in 
intensity, but of the 50 m., there are two quite distinct colors. That 
I have called "deep bluish green" is a vivid, rich color, definitely 
scarcer t han t he "deep turquoise blue". The 100 m. has several shades, 
but they fall cleanly into two groups, of which the "purple" is rich and 
vivid, and the "dull purple" is colder and lacks brilliance. The 200 m. 
also has two quite di.stinct colors, which deserve separate listing as 
much as those of the 100 m. 

SANABRIA 1966 

The World Airmai1l Catalogue 

Published by N icolas Sanab1ia Co ., Inc. , Ridgefield, 

Connecticut 06877, U.S .A. 

The new edit ion for 1966 of this famous Catalogue has been 
published recently in 135() pages. It gives, as usual, every useful 
information for collectors and dealers about the airmail stamps of the· 
world. 

The listings include Essays, Proofs, Specimens, Officials, Semi­
Officials, Overprints , Surcharges, Imperforates, Errors, Varieties, 
Quantities Issued, etc. , etc. Clear photos of all the stamps and the 
souvenir sheets are illustra ted, and prices are quoted for mint, used 
and on cover. 

The editor , Georges A .. Medawar, thanks all the collectors, special­
ists and dealers who have r_ollaborated in the revision of the Catalogue 
and appreciates suggestions which improve its content. 

The Editor 



THE UNUSED STAMPS OF THE FIRSr.I'' FIVE ISSUES 
OF E:GYPT AND THEiiR PIRiiOEJS IN C\Ari'ALOGUES 

by 

NIEHANNY EID 

This article was prttblished orn pages 155-'162 of 
Nwn/Jer 91 of July , '1955 of this .Journal; and since 
!/ten, prices quoted in catalogues have b:::en inc .,.eased 
by ?Jarimts propmtJions. It is now interesting to wHic e 
the extent they have gone t'o, comparably with the re­
marks given in this mticle. 

M. EID 

H is worthy of notice that all the unused values Of the first five issues 
of Egypt are now quoted in Catalogues in pounds or shillings (numenms) 
except two which are quoted in pence; these are the 5 Paras brown of 
1'879. S.G. No. 72 (6 pence) and the 10 paras green of i884, S G. No. 35 
( 4 pence). Each of these two sLamps w11s the last denomination issued 
before the adaptwtion of t.he Milli eme System in Egypt in place of the Para 
System (1 piastre = 40 Paras = iO millieme.s) . Their low prices denote 
thut there are still big· quantities on the market; but this cannot be at­
lributed to stocks being made by dealers, who in this case would have 
S•tocl<ed a lso quantities of the iO paras mauve of i879 (price '37 j6), of the 
J 0 paras l i I ac-rose of J 88 1 ( 60 f -) or even of the iO paras bluish grey of 
1882 (20 j -). 

As a resuH of the change of currency 'to milliemes, it became necessary 
to revise the postal rates 11nd to issue new stamps, This was accotdingly 
announced by a Decree in Dec.ember, i887, stating Lhat as from Js t January. 
1888, the 5 and iO paras values would be replaced by new stamps of 1 
an d 2 milliemes. This was followed by a Post Offi ce Notice dated 28th 
December, 1887, informing the public, th&t t-hese two para values wou ld 
cease to be sold fr'Om 1st. January next, but would continue to be a:cceptecl 
for the franking of correspondence up to the 30th June, 1'888 only. After 
that date the.y might be exchanged for orther stam})S at the Post al Admin­
istration up to 3isrt December· of that year. 

Instructions were given to the post offices that all the remainder 1n 
stock of the 5 and 10 paras slamps at 1st Januar,y, 1888, should be returned 
to the General Pos,t Office; while ori the other hand , the different po.st of­
fices were instructed to continue using the 20 paras stamp until their stocks 
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\vere used up , and consequ ently the 5 m illiemes stamp w as not put in 
c-irculat ion lill 1st March , 1 8~8 . T he reason is obvious, as 20 paras equal 
exactly 3 mi ll iemes, and th erefore no cunency d ifficulli es w ould be raised 
lJy using the one or the other sLamp. whereas I and 2 milliemes equal 4 
and 8 paras respectively and are in fer ior to the 5 and iO paras stamps, 
which did not cmTespond to th e m odifi ed postal rates. 

Huge quantities of the 3 and 10 paras s tam11s accumulated at the 
Postal Admin ist ra tion (293, L"70 p ieces of the 5 paras and 648 ,780 of the 
10 paras) and it was dec id ed to get rid of th em. by sale. A remaind er of 
a compa nttively very mall quantity of th e 20 paras s Lamps (3,600 ) h ad t·o 
face the sa m e fate. Demoneti sed s tamps of l11e prev ious issues which 
were still hanging on, loge tiher with postcard s Of the para values and 
postage due stamps of 18'3tl and 1886 had Lo be included in lhe sale, w hi ch 
took place later in 1888 . A copy of lhe offi cial specifi ed li s t of the.stamps 
offered for sale, and conditi ons of lhe sa le, a re menti oned on the opposite 
page. 

The face value of the stamps includ ed in the lot was L.E . 5037.300 
m j m. , but the Postal Admini s trati on having ant icipated bids far belovv, 
i mposed a condition lhat s tamps whi c.I1 had not been demonetised would 
not be handed over to ~the buyer until the 31 s l December 1888, date aft.er 
whi ch these stamps would be invalid for pos tal usage. 

By examinin g the li st on the opposite page, one can notice that no 
s~tamps of a ny .d enominati on of Lhe 1s t issue (1866) were included ; bu t 
does thi s mean that no r em ain der of t.hi s issue was left ? Jn fact. notable 
quanti ties of th e low values (5, 10, 20 paras a nd 1 p ias lre) and large 
quanl it ies 'J f lhe higher valu es (2, S and 10 piastres) were left un sold 
w hen th is issue wa s replaced by the 2nd on e on ·1st August, 1867. 

In No 35, \'ol. I\' of L'Orient Plzi lat t'liqu(• of Ju ly, Hll16 , a lisl was 
giveri on page 546, specify in o· the quantity pri nled of each valu e of the 
1866 issue . and another li st was show n on page 548 of the same ed ition 
for the quantit ies sold. .\ summary .of the two lists is given here below 
togethel' w ith the fi gures of the remainder extr acled from 1he lis ts : 

Value Quantity Printed Quantity Sold R emainder 
-----

5 Paras 300,000 254,4.00 45 ,600 
10 Paras 250,000 2·38,600 11 ,400 
.20 Paras 250,000 2•40, 199 9,801 

1 P iastre 1. ,200 ,000 1,190,657 9,34.3 
2 Piastres 500,000 "165,/100 334,600 
5 Piastre;; 300,000 1.8,400 281,600 

tO Piastres 200,000 7,600 192,400 
- --- ---

TOTAL 3,000,000 2,113,256 884,7•14 



Bo1~dereau des 'l,imbres-pos.te, cattes postales et Chiffres-taxes eg.yptiens hors cours mis en vente en 1888. 
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a) Ne pourront etre ,Jivres que le 31 Decembre 1888, date a !aquelle ils n'aui'Ont plus cours. 

CONDI'l'IONS. 

Le paiement total de l'offre devra avoir lieu au comptant contre livraisOn des estampil1es sans que l'acheteur puisse pretendre .a aucune 
reduction ou delai pour la partie qui ne pourra etre livree que le 31/ 12/ 88. La livraison aur·a Heu a Alexandrie a la Direction 
General e. 
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What was the fate of thi s bi g remainder ? Nothing can be traced in 
'.he old fil es of the Postal .-\ dmini s l·r alion , except. that these stamps were 
sent to lhe Ministr.y of Finance to wh ich Lhe Administration was attached 
at that time; but one ca n j)3 co nvinced that th ey w ere a ll destroyed at a 
later date for the foll owing reasons : 

a) The 5 p<Lras of 187\J le ft a remaind er Of 293,170 and is catalogu­
ed now al 6 pence; comparatively, a few shillings w ould be the price 
of Lh e 2, 5 and JO piastres of 1866 if the unsold stamps of each 
of them (334,600 - 2cl1 ,GOO - J 92,400 respectively) were put on 
the market. Ca talog ues quote nearly the same p1~ice for both unused 
and used copies of the 5 and 10 pias tres, and this denotes that out 
of th e quanti ty so ld of .these two values (18,lt00 and 7,600 ) on l.v 
about one half survived in mint condition, if not even much less, 
tak ing into con sideration th e used copies lhat w ere cl es troyed or lost 
with eorrespondence . 

b ) o blocks of the two top va~u es are known . wh ile one can 
eas ily obta in up Lo now complete shee ts of the 5 parns of 1870 and 
lhe 10 paras of J 884 . 'l'hese sheets are of co ul'se part of the remainder 
offered for sal e al Lhe end of 1888 . 

The 9,343 s tamps of the I pias tre of 1866 must have l'emained at pos t 
::>ffices in towns ot her than Ca iw and Alexandria, because in July, Hl67, 
post offices in these Lwo towns ran short of thi s s tamp and 'they were au­
thorized to employ 2 p ia stres stamps, divided diagonally intu two equal 
parts, each represen tin g the value of 1 piasLre, for prepaymen t of leLter:; . 
Thi s perm1 ssion was g iven kJ Alexandria as h orn Lh e 16.th to th e 3 1 L 
July, 1867 and to Cairo as fr·om the 19th to the end of ·that month, dale 
afl er whi ch s tamps of the 2nd issue were rel eased. 

The 1 piaslre of 1866 is the only unwaten11arked s tamp of the set, and 
therefore can hardl y be disting ui ~,h ed by Lhe genentl coll ector from lhe 
perforated pro·Jf of thi s denomination. The on ly difference b8lwee n the 
two is 'that the latter being printed on smoother papet' . I wonder if thi s 
is the reason for the unused s tamp being undercatalog ued abroad. In my 
op inion, the unused .l piastr e stamp is scarce r than 'the 5 paras Df thi s issue 
(Stanley Gibbons' price 30 f - ), the tO Paras (50/ -), the 20 paras (65 / -) and 
even the 2 P ias lres ('70 j - ). yert it is quoted in this catalogue at 2..t) / -, whereas 
Zeheri Calalogue g ives it four limes thi s price. 

The late Alber L E id believed tha.t ha once acquired a ~omplete sheet 
of 200 s tamps of thi s denomination , bought for L.E. 12 from Dr . Diena of 
Rome and refu sed to part w ith it for L.E. 500, as he considered it to be 
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·the most valuable item in his collecti'Cln which, later , was old intact to 
King Fuad. In 1953, thi s same sh eet turn ed ou t i.o be a proof sheet, when 
exam ined by the Committee of local expetlts chosen to work on The Palace 
Collecti·ons of Egypt before handin g them over tD Lhe auct.ioneers who· under­
took lhe g reat auotion sale Of these collections at Koubbeh Palace in Cairo 
in Lhe Spring of 19>:54. The shee t was described in the Sale 's Catalogue 
und er Lot No . 15 as "a complete sheet of the i pias. colour proof with 
trial perforation , sli ghtl y s tained but. probabl y unique", and r ealised L .E . 
30 (plus 5% ). b ut was w ithdrawn becau se th e reserve price was not 
reached . 

Prices quoted in Catalogues fot· this iss ue (1866) are for fairly well 
copies, as iL is almost impossible to get very good centred s tamps with 
equal s traigh t up teeth all at·ound . Only the J p iastre stamp can be obtain­
ed in better cond ition, as it did not suffer the strange process of plunging 
the prmLed shee ts of the other denominations in an al um-bath before per­
forati on, wh ich mad e th e shee ts shrink and ·consequ ent l.y did not m 
to the gauge of the perfo rat ing machine ('th e detailed sLory of this incident 
was publi shed on pages 5Lt3-44 of No. 55 ·of Jul y, 19Lt6 , of 'thi s Magazine). 
Thet•efore, whenever an exceptional very good copy is offered, it is rea­
d ily sold aL a very h igh premium. Recently, an excellent mint copy of 
the IO P iastres , without any vari ety whatever , was sold for L.E. 50, 

rrtaking a record price which is more than Lhree times the one quoted in 
Slanley Gibbons' Catalogue. 

Stamps of the 2nd issue (1'867) , with the exception of 'the 1 piastre 
value, left a remaind er of a limited quantity , and this explains why un­
used stamps of this iss ue are catalogued at higher prices than ,[he used 
values. Th is d iffe rence is considerably lcu·ger in Zeheri Catalog ue than 
in the others . 

Bl ocks of fo m , co mpri sing the fuur types er•g ravpd fo r each stamp 
of the seL' '1• a re eagerly sought after by specialists ; but these blooks m·e 
very scarce, specially those of tlte 5 piastres of which no more than 
three or four min~ bl'OcJ.c s and a simil a t· numJ)er of used blocl<s are recorded . 
Three mint blocks are known in Egyp t (Collect.ions : Mazloum, Ceysens 
and Ch aHar). 

A c0mparalively big remainder Of all the values of the 3rd issue w as 
left , of which the majority , if not ulmos~ all , must be of the secon d 

( I) These stamvps we1·p engraved four times (Q x 2) fm each value, and 
lite resulting bloc/, \ of four served as the original die to form the sh eet 
of 2QQ stamps. 
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printing(]) . After the sale, these stamps were inc!uded in ptlckets of dif­
ferent stamps of the wol'ld prepared by dealers for sale to small col­
lectors, and it is ~her efo re presumed that a quantity of th em must have 
been lost or damaged, consequent 'to cat·elessness and rough handling by 
these collectors. 

Again, it seems hJ me that the unused 1 pias,tre of the f irst printing is 
under-cwf.alog uecl , even in Zeheri Catalog ue also, ·i i.S thi s stamp is more 
difficult to obtain thau the lovver values which are catalogued at nearly 
the same price. A bloclc of four feLchecl L.E. 112 (plus 5% ) at the great 
sale .held at Koubb eh Pala ce, Cairo, in February, 1954. 

Except th e 5 paras of :the 4th is ue and the 10 paras of the 5th issue. 
no remainder of imp'O rtance of 'the other values of these two issues was 
lefrt. The 3,600 pieces re ma ined of t l1e 20 paras of' the latler iss ue probably 
contained a quantity of the 5 piastres green of 1'8'79 surcharged 20 paras , 
issued in 1'884; as the Postal Administra tion' registers at·e kept according 
to the face value of the stamps, irrespec~ive of change of colours. surcharges, 
overprints . etc. 

'l'he 20 paras rose-carmine has become 1:are now, at l eas~ in Egypt . 
The price was r aised from '7 / 6 in S.G. Catalogue of 1!!54 to 10/ - in 1955 
Catalogue, but in fact tJ1is stamp deserves another jump, if compared with 
the rarity and pr ice of the two top values of th e set. 

The watermadc chosen for the tamps of th e 1st issue wets a pyramid 
and the shining sun .above, bu t Pellas Bros. (G enoa, Italy ) who printed 
these stctmps, did not care much to h ctve this wctte t;mark upright on the 
sheets . With two exceptions, ubout half of 'the stamps of all the denomina­
tions were printed with the wa.terma.rk inverted. Only a tto w copies of the~-> 

paras value with th e W<t:termark upright. are 'l<no-wn , and lhey a re quo~ed in 
Zeheri Catalog ue aL P.'l' . 3, 000 each , while the pt·ice given in this Catalogue 
for the stamp with the inver ted watermark is only P .T. 130. A used pair 
of 'the rare st+tmp was inc.luded in the catalogue of The Palace Col­
lections uf Egypt and described as "th e very rare vari ety wmk uprigM, a 
superb used horizontal pair, probably unique", bu·t was withdrawn at 
the fi gure of L.E. 50 (plus 5 % ) whi ch did not reach the reserve imposed 
on this lot. 

('/ j Both JYrinlings ( The first that w as issued in 1872 an d the second of 
'/874-75) were pToduced by th e Government PTinting lf' orks at 13oulac, 

Cairo (see article ].ntblished by lite writer m No. 68 of Ortober, 194.9 
of this Magazine). S tflnley Gibb ons' CatalOfJUe and others stilL nttrilndc 
the first JNinting to V. P enasson , at Alexandria. 
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'rbe 2 piastt·es value is the second sLamp of which the majority of the 
sheets were printed w ith the wmk. inverted , but the st.amps with th e 
uptight wmk. are not so few as those of the ':S paras. Zeheri Calalogu e 
g ives P.'T. 350 for the 2 piastres wit.h the inverted wmk. against P.'T .. 420 fot· 
the normal wmk., but in fact the latter should have double, if not thri9e, 
the price of rthe former. 

The wmk. of the 1st issue The w mk. of the following 
four issues. 

The w mk. Of t.he following four issues was a crescent surmounted 
by a star. In the 2nd issue rthe wmk. was produced by the desi gn being 
imwessed on t.he paper in lnw relief after ptin lifl g, but in the ,[hr-ee suc­
cessive issues thi s same design was properly made in the substance of th e 
paper dm"ing th e manufacture . 

V. Penasson was careful to impress tlhe wmk. correctly op th e sheets 
of the 2nd issue, with the result that errors of inveded wmk. are by no 
means common. They can be traced on the 10 paras lilac and th e i p iastre 
values only; the fonn e1· being vmw difficult. indeed, always gels a high 
premium. 

The Government Printing vVorks at Boulac was not so careful about 
the wmk. on the two pr intings of the 3rd. issue, and consequ ently all the 
stamps of this issue are ptactically obtainable with the wmk inverted at 
different degrees of premium . 

It is almost incredible that a famous firm such as De La Rue & 
Go. , at.- London , would surpass all Printers of the stamps of Egypt in thi s 
error of wmk. 'This firm , having printed the stamps of the 4th and 5th 
issues, did not produce only a considerable porti on of n.ll the denominations 
with the error, but also produced all the quantity of the iO paras mauve 
of 1879 and the iO paras lilac-rose of 18'8i with the wmk. inverted, with the 
consequence that no stamps of these two values exist with th e normal wmk. 

Mint copies w i,th the inver ted wmk. are much more difficult to ac­
quire than used stamps, with t.he exception of the 10 paras bluish grey of 
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1882 which is noL easy 'in both cases. Collectors did not care at that time 
for t.his vari eLy, as they do now, and hence inverted wmk. tamps wen~ 
Jet go to the public f·or prepayment of correspondence. 

Contrm·y 'to the case of other values of these two issues, the 20 paras 
pale blue of 1879 wit.h the not'mal wmk. is s·carcer than the stamp with 
the inverted wmk., and is sold in mint cQndition &t more than double the 
price of the variety. 

· The official specified list of the stamps offered for sale by the Postal 
Administration included the remainder of the fir st two issues of postage 
du e stamps, and w e may give hel"e a few notes' on them. 

These stamps w ere printed by V. Penasson who printed the 2nd 
ordinary issue of 1'867, and the same method of printing was employed: the 
stamp were eng raved four times on a block of fom , w hieh sen ed to form 
the ~ntire .sheet. Here again the wmk. was impressed on 'the sheets o.f 
l.l1B 1884 issue after they had been pr1nted, but later, this impressed 
wmk. wa purposely given up, as ~t proved to be useless and could be 
easily forged , and for this r eason the stamps of the following issue 8f 
1886, were released without. any wmk, 

The 20 pams left a remainder of 270 pieces only , and nothing can be 
lr:aced to determine whether they were of the 1884 or' the 1886 issue. Although 
this small quantity cannot affect too much the r arity Of the one st·amp or 
Lhe other, yet, .taking into acc-o unt that the 20 paras (mint) of 1886 is very 
scarce, I .am inclined to bel ieve that this residue came from the 
former issue. There is no much difference belween the price of each of 
the two stamps (mint) in S.G. Catalogue, but Zeher i CaLalogue gives 
the stamp of 1886 more than thrice 
the price of its like of 1'884 . In the 
sale of the Palace Collections 8f 

Egypt there was a lot Of 33 stamps 
of different values of the 2nd issue, 
comprising two blocks of four and 7 
singles of the 20 pm·as and was sold 
for L.E. 90 (plus 5% ), whereas un 
original gum block of 80 of the stamp 
of the l sL issue fetched the same price 
in that sale. 

Befoee that sale, it was believ­
ed thCllt not more than one block of 
four Qf the 20 paras of 1886 existed, 
and this block (which is i llustra~ed 

here) changed hands, a ;year before 
the sale, for L.E, 50. 

Block of 4 of the 20 pams postage due 
·tamp of 1886 . compris ing th e four types 
(designs). (Coll ection Gino Pipemo, Cairo). 
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The t·ema inde r of 3,900 stamps of ~he 5 piastres c.ame of course of th~ 
tst issue, as the 2nd one did not include this value; but the residue of the 
other denominations ( 4,800 of the iO paras, 9,390 of Lh e i piastre and i3,920 
of the 2 pias tres) we t·e a ll , or mostly , left from the 2nd issue, which 
was put in circul ation after the stamps of the form er issue had b een 
nearl y all used up . Therefore it is quite na tural tha t prices Of the i st 
issue fo r these values (mint.) would be much hi gher than those of the 
2nd issue. as they are actually in Zeheri ' Catalogue. In S.G . Catalogue 
the 10 paras of 1884 is quoted at 7 j 6 and that of i 886 at 8 j6; but prices 
realised at the aforesaid fam ous sa~e ar e unfavourable to :these quotations. 
A mint block of 33 stamps of the former issue reali sed L.E. 38 (plus 5%) 
while an Ol'ig in al gum sheet of 100 stamps of the lalter issue w as sold for 
L.E . 36 (plus 5% ). 

As a rul e, prices of s t.amps of these tw o issues are much lower in 
S .G. C-atalogue than in 7.;€heri Catalogue. P erhaps this is due to the fa ct 
that they w ere skilfull y forged , and therefore coll ectors abroad are not 
ve ry keen to acq e~ire them. The best 'vV·aY to detect rthese forgeries is to 
examine them by appl y ing lhe detailed descriptions given 'in Zeh eri Cata­
log ue f'Cn· the four lypes of each denom inationP 1• 

(1) These r!escn:ptions of th tJ four types of the first two Postage Due 
issues were ,qivcn tin English on pages 96-105 of No. 11 0 of Ap ril - July , 
1963 oj thris Journal; th ose of the rhinl Posta,qe Due issue were also ]YI.t.blish­
ed later on pa,qe!> 235-244 of No . i'/2 of Jan ., '1964 . 
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THE REVENUE AND FISCAL S'JJAMPS OF EGYPT 

by P el eT H.. F eltus, P .S.E. 282D 

The revenues and fi scals of Eg,ypt probably C'On s titu~e the least writ­
ten about and least known branch of this coun try's philately. The only 
publication I have seen that contains more 'than a passing reference to them 
is the "Catalogue de Timbres-Fiscaux" (1915) by A. For bin. This catalog 
contains a very inadequate and inaccurate listing of the s·alt s~amps, the 
first issue of general revenues, and the ea rly ~obacco stamps. 

Doub tlessl,y the most familiat· and interesting of Egypt' s revenues are 
the salt stamps, so I shall 'treat Lhese first and in some detail. Next I 
shall treat the tobacco stamps. Of the other revenues and fi scals I offer 
only a checklist, for at present I know very little about them . I earnestly 
solicit con~espondence from anyone having information about these or any 
Egyptian revenues, or having any sueh stamps for sale. 

The SaJt Stamps 

During the last decade of the 1!)th century, the Government of Egypt 
held a monopol,y on a ll wholesale distribution of salt. The sa.J es were con­
ducted by the "Salt Depart ment", an agency of the Ministry o.f Finance. 
All of the salt used in Egypt was purchased f:rom retailers who pm~chased 

it from the government. The rwther curious way in which the. governmen t 
sold the salt l:o the retailers necessitated the use of stamps whi·ch were 
produced specifically for th e 1'mrpose, and worked as follows : 

vVhen a r etail er wi shed Lo purchase sal,t, he was require to go to the 
post office and buy salt stamps wil.h a Lotal face value equal t,o the price 
of the salt he required . These stamps he then affixed to a "SaiL Requisi­
tion Form", which , when dully fill ed out and signed, was submitted for 
cancellation of the stamps. (In Cairo and in Alexandria the tamps were 
cancelled wit.h it special dwtes tamp u ed only for that purpose, whereas 
in all other towns the dalestamps used were th ose regularly used on the 
mai ls. Another special obliterator, bearing the wording "Minist:r;y of 
Finance j Salt Department j Centml Office", bot unda ted, was used on the 
1897 suit tamp, and has been seen on the selvage of an unused sheet 
of 'the 10 mill. salt stamp of January 1892). 'l ·he completed fo rm wilh 
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cancelled .stamps was then Lal<en to a govemment store, where it was 
exchanged for the required salt. Thus the stamps. now used, once agai o 
beoame the property of 'the g'Dvernmen l. 

Late in 1899, probably on the first of November, the government 
turned the salt monopoly ovee ,[.o a pt·ivate fi rrn, the Salt & S·oda Company, 
in ex hange for a fixed annual sum, and thu the stamps became obsole te. 
Some time shortly Lhe l"eafter the government offered these used s tamps fot· 
sale to stamp dealers . Though no di reel evidence Of such a sale has c:::m e 
to light, the quantities of lhese stamps presently in the hands of collectQrs 
and deal ers indicate thut such a sale must have taken place . 

The First Issue 

10m. blue 
500m. orange 

1!1 red 
£2 green 
£5 lilac 

January 1'802 

Li nw1nkd. 

PeT/. If X 11! 

Lithographed by Pena ·son, and, lil<e the J 867 postal issue, there are 
Lj types of each value, any block showing a ll th e types. Printed in sheets 
of lOO (iO x iO ). Pr'Oofs : Die proofs of the ori ginal blocl<s of four, 
in the issued colors (except the 10rn. , which is represented by a proof of 
the 500m. in the calo r of Lhe 10m.) on th in yellowish wove paper, and 
Plate proofs of the sheets of 100, p rin ted in black on the paper of t.h e 
iss ued stamps. All proofs are i.mpel'forale. In the collection of Lrt. Col. 
J .R. Danson is a set Of the die proofs, except for the £2 stamp, each of 
w hich bears a signwtm e of approval of the des ign, and an inscription 
indicating the number of stamps t'O be ordered, as follows : iOm., i,OOO, 
000 stamps; 500rn., 100,000 stamps; £1, 100,000 sta:mps; £5, i,OOO stamps. 
It seems unlil<ely rthat. fu l'lher quantities were ordered, as th e second 
issue of salt. stamps appear ed only abo ut eigJ1t months after this i.ssue. 
and the £5 ·stamp has indeed turned out to be a scarce stamp. 

The PYovisional Issue : 

50m. on 500m. mange 
1 OOm. on £ -! red 

Feb ruary 1892 
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This issue simply consists of tvvo of the earlier stamps revalued by 
overprinting. Apparently there ·was a need for values between iOm. and 
500m. lit is in teresting to note tha~ neither of the provisionals is on the 
10m. stamp, of which they had ten times as many as of the 500m. or the 
£ 1, and ye~ the lOm. sLa mp does not appear rto be any more comtmon 
than the other values, except the £5 stamp. 

The Second Issue : 

250m. blue & red 
5UUmJ. oranqe & brown 

£1 red & green 
J32 green & Lilac 
£5 l i lac & blue 

September 1892 

I V mk. Crescent & 
:itar, sideways, 
twice on each 

starmp. 
PeJ'f. 14 

Recess printed by De La Rue. Number · of stamps in sheet unlmown, 
Lhough I have a used marginless blook of 50 of the £ 1 stamp. Proofs un­
known, though there probably exist die pro-ofs on cards, such as De La 
Rue usually prod uced. Quantities issued unknown , though doubtlessly 
many more of these were produced than of the first issue, except for Lhe 
£5 &tamp, which seems l·o be just as scarce as the earlier £5 stamp . 

The Third Issue : 

30m. black o·n green (1896) 

30'm. blac/ . .1 on yellow ( 18D7) 

1896 & 1897 

Unwnir/rd. 

I mperf . 

Printer unkn'Own. SheeL size unknown. Proofs unknown. These stamps 
were rather crudely produced, almost certainly in Egypt. The shades of 
green and yellow pape1·s used vary widely, the first fr·om a pale olive to 
i:l blue-green, 'the second from a pale yellow lo a brown-orange. The 1896 
stamp appear s to be very scarce used, and the mo1 stamp very scarce in 
unused condition. 

The months Of issue of the first, provisional , and second salt stamp 
i ~ ues, which 1 have stated above, are estimates based on the dates in 
postmad~:s seen on these slm11p.s. The earliest, for each issue, are : Fin;l 
issue - Dessouk, .Jan. 3, 1892; Provisional issue - Nazali-Canoub, Feb. 
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JO , 1892; Sec-ond issue - GhouriaJCaire, Sept. 12, 1892. The latesl date 
seen on -a econd issue 500m. stamps, is I .agadtt, Oc t. l4, l'899. 

Thf21 To•baooo Stamps 

These stamps were issued to be affixe d to packages of c:garelt .:Js 
manufac•tured in Egypl, to indicate thaL the gove mment. retail tax •.Jn 

tobacco had been paid. Mo t of these sl.amps now in collector's hands 
were never used ; the used ones can be identified by their relaLively poor 
c0nd i•tion and the presence of a five or six digit number, machine or 
ltandslamped in black on the face of stamps. The significance of these 
numbers is unknovvn , a!Lhough obviously they served as c:mcellations, to 
prevent the reuse of th e stamps. 

The Pyramid & Sphinx Issues 

These stamps. about whi ch more is kn-o wn than of the latet· issues , 
were designed with b lank panels at bo btom, for Lhe impr in ling of the 
names of the various cigarelte dealers. It is not known whether such 
printing was done by •the government or left t-o th e fealers who purchased 
the stamps, but the latter seems mo1'e likely. A very small propor tion of 
these stamps bear- no such printing in the blank panel. 

I have been unable to Lielermin e the dales or years of iss ue -of these 
stamps, or even which issue appeared first, so I shall simpl y refer to them 
as The Small Issue and 'lihe Large Issue. My speculation is thal the Small 
Issue appeared first. 

The Small Issue : 
Per(. onl y : 

1 I 8m.. ( 5 Cfig.) deep red 

I j8m. ( 10 c .) 1·ed 

I j8m. (20 c.) blue 

I j8m. ( 15 c.) y ellow 

P erf. & l m.perf. 
}m . (50 cig.) green 
!m. (100 c.) r ed 

ll 'mk. : some 

stamps show 
JH.ir t of paper­
marker's wm.k 

Pert . w.!. 
12, 10 , & 
2mper(. 
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The LaL"ge Issue 

L'OHJENT PHILATELIQU~ 

('8 cig.) b t·own-purple 

(8 c.) blac!,;•· 

1 j8m. ( 10 c.) Tcd 

1 f 8m. ( 16 t.) b1ue-pmple* 

1 f 8m. ( /6 c.) Tosc-vio l cl** 

1 j 8rn . (20 c.) blue 

1 j8rn. (25 c.) orange 

J ]m. (5 0 cig.) yTccn 

~m . ( 100 c. ) Ted 

· .(m. (200 c.) winP Tcd 

.lm. (250 c.) 01·an,qe 

~m. (500 c.) mauve 

/m . ( 7000 c.) vio l et 

549 

TVml .. : some stamps show part of papamakeT's w1nlc. P eTf . 1.9! impeTf. 

T he Large Tssu e Pr·ov isional 

'/ f8m. (5 Ci,q. 5 on 10 c.) ?'ed 

The shades of color and the papers used to produce these stamps 
vary w ide ly. Some of Lhe s'tamps can b e found in several disLinct shades 
and on Lhick yellowish and thin white papers . 
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The Other Issues 

j .. . ~i.~ . 

"-A..., •• . tn·•····• 

A B c 

D E 

Type A: No value (20 c.) blue. Perf. lll It is probable thaL this is not. a 
government i sue, but a privately produced "label". 

Type B: No value, mauve. Pel'f. 12, 12 x 10, 11 , iO. There are three 
types: small sphinx head , large head wi1th one crescent, and 
large head with lhree crescents. 
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Type C: No value, blue and brown . P erf. il and imped. There are at 
least five types, the major variant being the signa ture in Arabic 
of lhe Directo r General. 

Type D: No value, blue a nd brown. Similar to type C, bu li wirth blank 
panel at bottom, often showi ng cigarette dealer' s name. 

Type E: No value, blue and brown. Imped. Similar to 1type C, but of 
moce modern design . 

Very liUl e is know n about any of these issues, and their apparent 
scarcity serves only to inhibit research . The variety of types is nearly 
equal to the number of these stamps I have seen . 

Oth er Revenues 

1 pt . yellow green 
2 pt . .yellow green 

50 eh gch . lilac 
5 pt . lilac 

'I Q pt . Ulac 
25 pt . green 

* * * 

I have never seen examples of the 
10 pt. and 25 pt. stamps. The 
illustrations were taken from a 
set of De La Rue di e proofs. These 
stamps bear the same wmk, & 
perf . as the De La Rue salt stamp 
issue. 
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1pt. 

2pt. 

3pt. 
5pt. 

EgypL' s fi1;st. Official stam p, with 
four surcharges, in black. 

lm.. green 
5ni·. purp.Ze 

30m. deep gTeen 

50m. deep blue 

200m. brown 

lrn. green 

5m. purple 
lOm. brown 

20m.. Ted 
30m. deep gTeen 
50m. blue 

1 0011v. green & brow n 

200m. brown & grey 
500?ri.. green & purple 

JE1 · blue & brown 

£2 puTple & brown 

Some found on crown wmkd. 
paper , some on U.A.R. wml<d. 
paper, some on both paJ!ers. 

lOOm. orange 

Onl y one stamp seen. Other vnlues 
probably exist. 

lOm. red 
QOm . green 

39m. deep grey 
50m. deep gTeen 

'lOOm. mauve 

200m. JYUT]Jle 
386m. brown 

500m. deep blue 

.e I brown & blue (vertical) 

£2 blue & b1·ou•n (W'?'tica ' ) 

200ni.J. purple 
386m . brown 

500m.. deep blue 

£ '1 hrown & grf'en (vertical ) 

There are probably as many 
values in t.hi s issue as in the 
previous. 
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200m. of Oct . 1922 

50pt. of Apr. 1926 
lOm .. of •/923-24 

20m. of ·1923-24 

50m. of ·1923-24 

1 OOm. of ·1923-24 

200m. of 1923-24 

£ 1 of 1923-24 

Arabic ovpt. on postage stamps . 
In red on all, and black on 200m. 
of 1923-24. 

886m. on £1 

200m. pmp.Ze 

Three types 

u:nwmlkd . 

wmkd. 

wm•k . inv . 

200rn. purple 

400m. green 

/Om. brown 

(pro/. 13!) 

50m. green 

(roulette) 

5m.. green & purple 

30m. deep green & green 
·t OOm. green & brou;n 

!5pt . brown 
15pt. blue 

25pt . red 

2 green (per f. '/11) 
2 green (per/. 13!) 

4 orange (per/. '/11) 
4 orange (rouletted) 
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10 blue (perf. 11!} 
10 blue (rouleUed) 

20 red 

20 red, w ·ilh 
EXEMPTED 
ovpt, in 
green 

DUTY PA IR, purple 

Oct. 65, Jan. tiG 
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NOI'ES ON THE COMPOSITION OF PAPER. AND 

GUM USED IN STAMP MANUFACTURE.. 

The following extracts la ken from a paper read by the late E. W. 
!T"allis befm e the Leicester Philatelic Society , and previously publisher! 

in the L'OriP'nt Phi latf>lique No. 35 of January, 1938. 

A fl e?· a long introduction dealing with the technical JYI'ocesses in­
volved in the manufacture of the paper used for postage stamps, the author 
continues : 

FOLLY OF "SOAKT G" 

Wha~ shall w e say. lhen, lo th e advice so frequently given, to ''soal;;" 
stamps off paper ? The 1olctl immet·sion of a stam.J will more or less 
impai r the finish of lhe paper, subst itu Ling a I'Oughened and porous sm­
face for a smovth one, bes id es gwing the chemicals ·left. in the paper the 
opportunity of exercising for a time their baneful influence . 

Before passing lo the subject of the gum. I will quote from "Philately 
[ nder- the Lam1)," a sensat ivnal bool;;: that was intended to reveal the me­
thods of the fakers and other philateli·c rogues, but in fact ictse]f contained 
many wild s l.atemenls. Here is one. "Have you ever Lt· ied boiling stam ps 
m water? Many stamps, especiall y the older issues, will stand even this 
hcu·sh treatment and all traces of stain, including th e oil from the ink of 
postmarks, disappear." H ma.y be true occasionally t.hat boiling does no I 
noticeably afl'ect the printing ink of the des ign, but it wi ll affect the paper. 
The same author in another brigM passage says on the subj ect of cleaning 
stamps: "Just like mother on washing days, they starL by heating water, 
lhey use a. li tll e soap, w ha teve r chemical is nec2ssary, and fin ish up w i I h 
ironing." And again : "Many stamps which are heavily postmarked c.an be 
mnde quite presentable wilh a cnmel hair bnJsh, some warm \'vat.er and 
so me good soap . I believe shaving s·oap of a good brand is that wh:ch 
i::; usually used. " Those who clean stamps for fraudolent purposes may 
act as ;here desct-ibed, and some who merely wish to make a much handled 
sLamp look br ighter may follow suit, but whatevm~ their objec,t may be 
lhis hydropathic treatment is, injur·ious cto the paper, especially when soap 
and a brush are also empl·oyed . Tt may be argued that the damage don e 
is slight, and very often micwscopic, and therefore negligible . BuL it is 
wiser to run no ri sks. 
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VAGARIES OF GUM 

The question of [.he gum is close ly bound up with that •J f the paper , 
and may be considered und er two sub-headings (1_) that of Lh e gum of 
rninrt stamps , and (2) that of the g·um used on hinges and in other ways 
tv fasten stamps into an album. It will be familiar to all how gum var ies. 
Some gum is dry and brittle and requires prolonged moi stening in ordee 
to make it stiok, while some goes to bhe other extreme and the slightest 
atmospheric moisture \Nill make it a t least sticl<y, and often actually wet. 
There .are two 11rincipal varieties of gums in use as adhes ives. The first, 
known as gum Ambic, is an exudation from U1e bttrk of certain trees , 
chief -acacias found in Afri ca. The term is not very exact , and the guut 
ilself has many varieties . Formerly it was ex Lensively us2d to gum sheeb 
of s tamps, and it can usually be r ec'Dgnised by its bein g diffi cult to moi sten , 
thorough!,y so as to make it adhere. It becomes very dry , and absorbs 
a~mospheric moisture only slorw,Jy , and consequently 'Old gum is often 
cracked badly, and a Lhick coating of it is so stiff that it sometimes breaks 
a vwty in flakes from t.he surface of the paper ·on which it has been spread . 

"STUCK DOWN" COLLECTIONS 

Care should be taken in buying 01ld "s tuck down" collections, for more 
often than not the stamps in them w ere s tuck d'Own with a liberal dt·essing 
of th is kind of gum, and :in removing them from rthe ir places it will b 2 

found rthat many will come away in pieces that cr:umble as they are handled . 
'l,here is no remedy. Forrlunately a combinati'On Of circun'l!skmces will 
occas ionally prevent a r ash purchase . Many of the old time aJbums were 
made of inferi m' paper , onl y a trifle better than ,that of the average scrap 
album, and such paper becom es much discoloured with age, and wherever 
ordinary mucilage has been used the discolora tion, 'Owing to the a-cid , is 
far worse . As a rule such albums should be leH severely alone, The 
presence o.f acid in gum and also in paper can be pr'Oved by using 3 

drop of solution of Congo r eel , which turns blue in the presence of acid. 

The curious phenomen·on known as "ivmy heads" may be mentioned 
for .a moment here, Lhough I shall refer to iL again la ter. It was for a 
lou D' Lime thoug,ht to be ~he action of the gum that gave the blue tint 
to the paper Of so many of Grea~ Brilain earl,y penny reds. BuL the form­
a~ion of rthis idea only serves to illustrate the loose way in which some 
phil-ateli sts jump aL conclusions. It could have been eas il y seen that where 
the rest of the sh ee t was blued the marginal strips r emained white ot· 
cYeamy and that only where there was any printing was rt:.here any blu5 
coloming, Lhough even Lhere i.t was noL uniformLy present. The conclusion 
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therefore sh'Ould .have been llmt there was ome connection between the 
bluing and the conlact of p rinling ink and paper with or wilhout the 
in tervention of the gum. l shall enlarge on this presently. 

TO DI~TECT "RE-GUMJVII G." 

Before leaving the subject of gum I will briefly allude to the faker's 
process of regummin g a stamp. Thi c.cm rarely be done so as to leave no 
trace. Reg ummed perforated stamp , on being looked through to lhe lighrt, 
generally show a transparent line round the edge of the perforations where 
the adventitious gum has penet rated ;the paper while wet. An im})erfomte 
stamp will somewhere or other sh'Clw traces of the new gum actually on 
Lhe edge, unless the faker has been careful to cut a little shaving off all 
round. 

The next subj ect lo refer to is that Of the ink used in printing stamp.s. 
The ingredients used in ordinary printing ink "onsisls of a varnish 
containing linseed oi l and resin with a small amotmt of soap. There is 
also a varying quantity of chemi-cals to accelerate the drying of the ink­
this chemicals include quile a wide 1·ange-and of course 'the pigment that 
gives the colour. These last is the ingredient that matters . In the earl.y 
days of stamps U1e colours used were not in grea variety, and most were 
either black or ome other fast colour , the pigment being acted upon 

. chemically only wiLh difficulty. But when a. larger range of c'Cllours be­
came available upon the introdtwtion of aniline dyes, many of the new 
tints were found to be eas ily changed . It would se t'Ve no useful pmpose 
to attempt here to classify -colours according to 'their behaviour, as colours 
may appear to be . identical w;hen actually they are chemically different 
and react differently in s imilar circumstances. 

COLOUR CHANGELINGS 

A case in point here is the last Great Britain 1z.d. green of Queen 
Vict()Jria . Some printings when wetled go blue, but n()Jt all the printings 
<Jo . It would seem tha t the ink was not uniform in composition . Burt 
even Stanl ey Gibbons' does not admit mme than one shade o.f C'Jlom· in 
this sLamp. The general ·caution, viz ., to l.::eep the stamps dry is again 
necessary. Rut another very importcmt caution is now due and ~hat is : 
Keep all stamps away from light, especially sun-lig-ht. Li ght is perhaps 
m01re inj:urious to stam})S Lha11 damp. Surme colours are peculiarly liable 
lo be sp'Clilt by fading-, e.g. mauves and pmples . The amassing of hug-e 
quantities of sha.de var ieties in a collection is a waste of time and labour, 

1 
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for any colJec•tor by judi ciously expo ing hi s slam}) to a str·ong light for 
various periods c.an produce as .a mle, as many shades as h e w ishes to have 

oL only may c-olo urs lo.se their intensity, buL they change their character. 
It is a mistake fot collections to be exposed contin uously Lo view, They 
are boru11d to suffer. Of c·ourse, these rema rks do not app ly wi thout mo­
dification to cases whet e a very large con umpLion has necessitated many 
sep<uate printings , in w l1i ch the ink has been diffe t·ently mixed. 

It is probable that many of the choice shades found in our leading 
colleotion orig in ated in frames of stamps exposed lo sunlig.ht in the win­
dow of some bygon e stati oner- lamp <iealer. 

"IVORY HEADS." 

The effect of printing ink and paper b ein g broughl into contact is 
generall y apparent very eat·l y after printing , if any ch emical change re­

sults. 

But m the case Of the "ivory heads." to wh ich 1 mu st again refer , 
the effecL developed slow ly and not uniformly. These curiosities, which 
in my own pe rson a l op inion rank no higher than faded sl.am})S m colour 
chungelings and in consequence are hardly worth collec.t.ing, another re­
sult of a chemical action between an oxide 'Of iron and the fenocyanide 
of pota s ium, the one present in the printing ink , and lh e other in •the 
pa.per. A.uthori[.ies are not yet agreed wh ich was in which , as the aot ion 
between the tw·o substances has by now b een long completed. The mois­
lme used during prin ti ng probably commenced the action, and rthe re­
sulL is the presence of Prussian b lue in those parts of th e paper where 
th ere is printing not fa.r away. 'rhe whole subject is dealL wirth at some 
length in :ieymour's monumental article on Great Britain, in Kohl 's Hand­
b'uch. 

OXIDISATION 

The linseed oil used in ~he prepamtion Of print ing ink oxidises more 
or less t·apidly, .and in the co urse of time the ink becomes more and more 
difficulL loo change owing lo lhe res inous and protective nature Of the 
ultimate fon11 of th e oil. Ca re is occasionally needed to avoid exposing 
s tamps to contact with som e liquids and lh eir fumes . Amongst these may 
be menl i'Oned c t·eosute, ether, turpentin e and pewxid e of hyd rogen, gener­
ally kno·wn bri ef ly as '·peroxide." These ar e n ot all equaUy dange1ous, but 
nctual contact should be avoid ed. In a few cases benzine is said Lo be 
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iJJjurious, so perhaps mu re ·cauti on should be exercised with this than is 
usual. That even inl<: of olld standing is capable of being affected by the 
application of chemi cals is evident from ;the behaviour of certain orange 
or buff inks that have become darker through oxidati0111 . Ever;yone is 
probably familiar wi th the old 40c. stamps of France that have gone al­
mos·t black. These can be restored to their o r-i ginal colour by immersion 
in pm 'Oxide. The process has received t.h e sanction of most authorities, 
though it borders on those forms of repair and renova tion that are forbid­
den . There a re sorne drawbacks. however. The paper is not improved by 
•this treatment. The colour may be ove r-restored, and become lighter than 
the original , and i t is liable lo become di scol'Oured again. As there is no 
alternative to the treatment except sc rappin g, •this has to be risli:ed. 

FOLLY OF FINGERING 

It r emains no-vv to r efer to what is, <Lf•ter all , an exceedingly import­
ant ques tion, the effect on stamps of handling with the bare f,ingers. 

It is •therefore advisable to expla in the dangers Of this crude method 
of manipulation . The most se rious ri sk, and one of which the effects are 
not immediately apparent , and often not visible for a very long Lime, is 
U1 8Jt the paper is rendered liable to become spotted in l:he same way as 
old hooks frequently are, when they are described as fo xed. This is caused 
by a fungoid growth which penetrates the substance of the paper , making 
it spongy and porous and eventually bribtle and easily cracked and broken . 
It is fairly easy to detect the presence of this gwwth , even before the 
brown colora tion becomes noticeable. If a stamp is suspected, any means 
are justifia.ble in an endeavour to diagnose the trouble and if possible to 
aver t i•t. If the suspected stamp is d amped the affected par ts will allow 
Lbe moisture to go through long before the healthy p<:wts will , and they can 
be detected by their transparenc.y when held up to the lighrt . Is there any 
cure ? From expel' iment I have -come tn a provi sional conclusion that 
treatment with a dilute solution of peroxide will check the spread o.f the 
g~rowth , but the affeoted spots cam1'0t be restol'ed as the nature of the 
paper is altered. 'l' he soiling of stamps by dirty fin gers is unfortunately 
only too common. The r em edy is obvious, the di1~ty stamps are best trBated 
probably by immersion in a bath of benzine in which they can be gently 
brushed with a soft lJrush, and then when dry they can be ge•ntly rubbed 
wirt,h soft india rubber or dl'y bread crumbs. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE FOUR DIFFERENT TYPES 

OF THE 1867 - 1869 ISSUE 

5 PARAS 

Type T. - a) The "P" of PARA in th e top right corn er has a larger head than 
that in the opposite corner. 

b) The second dot from left in t h e lower label does n ot touch the 
frame line above. 

c) The second Arabic letter from left in th e upper label crosses the 
frame line underneath . In the other types it only touches it. 

Type II. - a) Th e second "A" of P.ARA in th e top lef t corner is thin. 

ll) Of the three clots over the first Arabic word from right in the 
upper label, the f irst one from left is below the level of the oth er s. 

c) The second clot fi'O·m left in th e rower lalJel almost tou ches t h e 
frame line a bove. 

Type III. - a) Fig;ure "5" in the lower left corner is small er than those of the 
other t_v pes and tends towards left. 

b) The space at the r igh t-h and sid e of the second "A" of PARA in the 
top left corn e-r . enla rges cons iderably more than in a ny other type. 

Type IV. - a) The second "A" of PARA in th e top right corn er is thin. 

b) Both figures "5" are l1igher up than those of the other types. 
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10 PAR·AS 

Ty pe I. - a ) Of th e three dots on the fir·st word from right in th e upper label, 
th e firs t •One from left is above t he levE;l of t he others. 

b) Th e figures "I" in the lowe r romers are rather thin. 

c ) 'l'he summi t of the py ra mid touches the ova l fram e ).in e ab-ove. 

Ty pe II. - a) Th e do t al'le r the character ( _; J at. th e foot is mi ssing. In types 
I and JI l this dot occurs. 

b) The ct'Ossing ba t· of th e first "A" of PAHA in top right co rne·r is 
a.Jmost a bsen t or very faint. 

c ) The ·'O" of fig ure ·'10'' in the lower left oorner is mis-shapen, the 
e nclosed cen t ra l part having a slight projection at the bottom, to­
wards t h e right. 

cl) The ··o·· of figure " 10" in the lower right .corner is very wide and 
square at t he bottom. 

e ) The secon d "A" of PARA in t he top r ig h t corne r is larger than 
those of the ·Other types. 

Type Ill. - a) Of t he t hree dots on the first word from right in t he uppe r label, 
th e first one fpom le ft is bel•ow t he level of th e oth ers. 

h) T he tll'o figures "1" in the lower label are thick er than in Type I. 

c) Th e summit of the pyramid does not touch the ova\ fram e lin e 
a h·ove. 

Type IV. ·- a ) As in Type 11, the clot after t he cha racter ( -' ) at the foo t is 
missing. 

b) 'l'he seoond "A" of PARA in th e top left corner is v ery thin. 
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Type I. 

Type II. 

Type III. 

Type IV. (1) 

-a) 

b) 

-a) 

b) 

20 PARAS 

The shaft .of the Ionian column is entine~y centered to left in 
relation to its capital and base. 

The second dot from left in the lower label touches the fram e 
line albove. ~his does not occur on the other types. 

The two figures "2" of "20" are thin and tend towards left. 

'The letters "P" and "A" of PIARA in the top right corner C\re 
much spaced. 

c) The three dots over the first character from right in the .lower 
label are situated further to t he lef t than those on the other 
types. 

d) 

-a) 

c) 

-a) 

b) 

The summit of the pyramid does not touch the oval frame line 
above. In the other types it does. 

The second "A" of PARA .in the top right corner is thin and 
tends towards right-hand side. 

The second dot from left in the upper lrubel is closer to the 
sloping do·wnward character than in any other type. 

SmaLl white dot just at the left of the upper part of figure 
"2" in the lower right corner. 

The last s loping part of letter "R" in the upper left corner is 
broken a nd thick. 

c) The letter ( <.S ) in the upper label does not touch the frame 
line underneath. In the other types it does. 

(1) Two printing stones were used in 1867 tor this denO'lnination, as an 
extra coloured dot is to:und on some stamps of Type IV, over the left-hand 
word in the lower label ~; which normally has two dots only. 

It is the stone bearing this extra dot that was used in 1869, as a ghost of 
this extra dot is still se·en on stamps ot Type IV ot this issue, subsequent to 
the attempt made to remove the dot by scraping. 
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I J. 

1 PIAS'I.'RE 

·rype I. -a) The obelisk is well cen ter ecl in its fram e. 

b) The Arabic letter ( t 
Of the preceding letter 

at lef t in th e lower label is m ore d istant 

) than in t h e other types. 

c ) The two sides of the base of pyramid d o not touch th e oval frame 
lin e. ancl a rc at equal di s tan ce from it. 

Ty pe II. - a ) The obeJi sk is very larg1e at base an cl centerecl to left. 

b) The Ionian column is cen ter ecl to r ight. 

c) The sh arp right-hand part ·Of letter ( ,_; ) in the middl e of t h e 
lower label almost touches th e frame line above. 

Type III. - a) The obeli sk is centered to left. 

!) ) . The Arabic le ttet· ( ~ ) in the lower label is larger than those of 
the other types. and th e clot over, a lmost touches it. 

c) Of the three dots over the firs t worcl from right in th e upper label , 
th e first from left is above· the leve l of the oth ers. 

cl) The first dot from left in the upper label touches the vertical frame 
line. 

Type IV. -- a) The ·obelisk is cente t·ed to left. hut is not so large as that of 
Ty pe II. 

b) Th e th ree riots over the first wo rd from rig h t in t he upper label 
are on the sam e level nnd have t h e sam e distance between. 

c) The sloping ctown wa rcl Arabic letter ( J ) at left in the u pper la­
bel touches the fra me line undern eath . This cloes not occur on 
the other types. 

d) The right-han d s id e of t h e base of pyramid does not touch th e 
oval fram e llne. 
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2 1'1 1\S'J'BES 

T'ype I. - a) The obelisk is la rger and shorter than in the other types. 

b) The w hi te ova l frame sh ows a colo ured nick below the Sphin 
breast. 

Type n. - a) Let te1· ··p" in the top left co1·ner is center ed to right. 

b) The shad ed fa r s ide of the pyramid a t right is n anower than in 
Types I a ncl IlL 

c) The base of the l onian column is shor ter than in th e oth er types. 

cl) The r ight-t1 and word in lower label slopes downward to the left. 

Type III. - a) The left-han d side of the base of py ra mid is more dista nt fr·om 
t h e oval frame lin e than in the other t ypes. 

b) The IJase of obelisk is n a tTovver than in the• ·oth er types. 

c) 

d) 

The topmos t hi e roglyp.J1ical inscription on the obel\sk shows as a 
h orizontal lin e acr·oss. 
The white oval enlarges appreciab ly below the Sphinx. 

Type IV. - a ) The shaded fa t· s id e of th e py ramid at right is almost as narrow 
as that of type TI. 

b) The s ummi t o f the pyramid does not touch t he ·oval frame line 
above, whil e it does on th e othe1· t ypes. 

c ) Til e two sides of the base of pyr amid a re at equal distance from 
the •Oval fram e lin e. 

d) The firs t Ara bic letter f rom left ( 0 ) in t he lower label , alm ost 
touches the fram e l in e underneath. 

e ) Th e right-ha ntl word in bwer label lies n earl y pa rallel with th e 
frame lin e ·below. 
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5 PIAS'l'RES 

Type I. - a) Of the three clots on the firs t word from right in the upper label, 
the one a t left is above a nd that at right is bel-ow the level of 
the central clot. 

b) The Arabic s loping d ownward leLter ( _; ) at .left in the upper 
1rubel touches the frame line below. In the other types it does not. 

c) T,he firs t character from lef t ( if ) in the low er label almost 
touches the frame line below. 

Type II. - a) Of the three clots over the first cha racte r ( ._;.. ) from left in the 
Lower label, the highest one ~ouches the frame .line above. 

b) The dot over th e central cha racter ( ~ 
fram e line above. 

a t the foot, t·ouches the 

Ty pe IlL - a) Figure "5" in the J,ower right corner is thinner than those of the 
othe·r types. 

b) The firs t character from left ( ._;.. ) in the lower label, almost 
touches the frame line below. 

1'ype IV. - a) The coloured oval is m ore spaced at right and at bott·om from 
the straight fra me lines than in the other types. 

b) The coloured background at the rig ht-hand s ide of figure "5" in 
the iower righ t corn er, en la rges considerably m or e than in the 
opposite corner. 

t 

' 



CENTENARY OF THE FIRST EGYPTIAN POSTAGE STAMP 

To celebrate this occasion, an International Governmental Exhibi­
tion for Postage Stamps \.vas held at El-Borg Hotel, near Cairo Tower, 
during the period of 2-14 January, 1966. 

The President of the United Arab Republic deputed the Engineer 
Mahmoud Younis, Vice-Prime Minister for Communications and Trans­
port to inaugurate the Exhibition. The Engineer Abd-El Aziz Shakir, 
the Director General of Posts, gave the, speech of inauguration (Arabic 
text and French translation are published on the following pages) . 

103 countries participated in this great Show by exhibiting their 
postage stamps, covering 288 large fran1 es. 

The building in which the Exhibition was held. 

In the United Arab Republic Section, the Egyptian Postal Museum 
exhibited many interesting items, including : a series of chronological 
documents concerning the issue of the first Egyptian postage stamps, 
seal specimens from the Pharaos Age, a letter on plate stone from the 
Arable Age , specimen of d letter written on animal's skin from the 
Arabic Age, the contract transfering the "Posta Europea" to the Egyptian 
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Government, an advertisement dated 1866 concerning the use of postal 
boxes in Cairo streets, and many othem, in addition to a complete 
collection of the :postage stamps issued by Egypt and the United Arab 
Republic. 

In thi s section, our Society participated by exhibiting forgeries 
of postage stamps of Egypt and many countries, study on the stamps 
issued by the Suez Canal Co. in 1868 accompanied by many illustrations, 
and some other items, ir. addition to copies of the magaz ine (The 
L'Orient Philatelique) and the catalogue (Zeheri Catalogue) wh ich are 
published by the Society. 

Delegates of many countries came to the Show and were en ter­
tained by the Postal Organisation for fou r days. A programrne of 
hospitality was scheduled for them, including a visit to Louxor and 
Aswan by plane and another to the Barrages by fluvial bus. 

The duration of the Exhibition was extended three days (12-14 J an., 
1966), owing to the enormous number of visitors every day; an evidence 
that the Show wa.s a great success. 

Exhibits in the Swedish S ec tion 
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Engineer Mahmoud Youn is, Vice-Prime Minister, accompar_1ied by 
Engineer Ab d< El Aziz Shaker, Director General of Posts, listening · 
t o th e explanations given on som e of the exhibits in th e U.A.R. 
Section. 

569 
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Discours de M .. l' Ing. ABDEL AZIZ SHAKER, Directeur 
General de !'Organisation des Pastes, a !'inauguration de 
!'EXPOSITION JNTERNATIONALE GOUVERNEMENTA­
LE DES TIMBRES-POSTE, organisee au Caire, du 2 au 14 
janvier 1966. 

Monsieur le Representant de Monsieur le President de la Republ.ique, 
Messieurs les Delegues, 

Au nom de Dieu, nous inaugurons aujourd'hui !'Exposition Philc: 
telique Internationale au Caire 1966, organisee a !'occasion du cente . 
naire de la premiere emission des timbres-poste egyptiens le premie: 
janvier 1866 dans les sept valeurs suivantes: 5, 10, 20 paras, 1, 2, 6 
et 10 piastres. 

Au nom de la famille de l'Organlsu~e des Postes de la Republique 
Arabe Unie, je me permets d 'adresser lU'es vifs remerciements et ma 
profonde gratitude a Monsieur le President Gamal Abdel Nasser qui 
a bien voulu placer cette Exposition sous son haut patronage et a 
delegue Monsieur l'Ingenieur Mahmoud Younes, Vice-Premier Ministre 
pour les Transports et les Communications, pour l'inaugurer. 

Mesdames, Messieurs , 

Les taxes postales pour le transport des correspondances etaient 
autrefois pergues sur les destinataires lors de la livraison, cela per­
mettait a certaines personnes d'en esquiver le paiement en inscrivant 
a cote de l'adresse de la lettre un signe conventionnel permettant de 
comprendre le contenu de la lettr sans, pour cela , en prendre livraison. 
Cela amena les responsables du service postal a percevoir les taxes sur 
les expediteurs. Les modalites d 'affranchissement se multiplierent 
JUSqu'a !'apparition du timbre-poste. 

En celebrant le centenaire de nos timbres-poste, je tiens a honorer 
les initiatives de ceux qui ont aplani le terrain avant l 'idee de !'inven­
tion du timbre-poste ainsi que les efforts deployes pour son emission. 
La premiere initiative ut lieu en 1653, quand Monsieur Vilayer .inven­
ta sa fameuse Carte permettant la perception prealable de la taxe de 
livraison en ville des correspondances deposees dans les boites aux 
Iettres qu'il avait installees dans les rues de Paris. Puis parurent les 
enveloppes timbrees que la Sardaigne emit en 1819, les timbres de petits 
bureaux utili ses pour raffranchissement des correspondances. De 
meme, je fais allusion aux tentatives de Monsieur James Chalmers dan!:! 
les quelques annees qui precederent !'emission du premier timbre-poste, 
paru dans le monde le mai 1840. Cet evenement est du a Sir Rowland 
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Hill qui avait su perseverer, avec insistance, a exposer son idee, en 
luttant patiemment pour convaincre les responsables et en resistant a 
ses opposants jusqu'a ce qu'il reussit, apres de penibles efforts, a faire 
emettre le timbre-poste dans son pays. Peu d'annees apres, ·les Etats 
ont ete convaincus, l'un apres l'autre, des avantages de l'idee du timbre­
poste et s'adonnerent a son emission. Finalement, le tim!bre-poste se 
generalisa dans taus les pays. Ceux-ci ne se sont pas contentes de 
voir dans le timbre-poste une simple etiquette utilisee pour la perception 
des taxes postales. Ils l'ont, au contraire, utilise comme un registre 
des evenements, un ambassadeur itinerant se deplagant sans restrictions, 
racontant en silence, partout dans l'univers, !'evolution des sciences 
et des arts, les glorieuses epopees. Le timbre-poste immortalise les 
grands hommes. On y reproduit les paysages pittoresques. Il reflete 
le charme des celebres chefs-d'ceuvre. Il parte la figure des chefs 
d'Etat, des personnes celebres, les drapeaux, les fleurs, les oiseaux, les 
reptiles, les insectes, les poissons, les animaux, les navires, les locomo­
tives, les vehicules, les avions, les cartes, les sites geographiques, les 
barrages, les pants, les. projets vitaux, etc.; 

Le timbre-poste montre actuellement les fusees, les satellites arti­
ficiels, les vaisseaux de l'espace, tout cela dans un cadre artistique, 
superieur avec de belles couleurs attrayantes. Il devint, a vrai titre, 
une encyclopedie am bulan~e. 

C'est pour cela que des sa creation, le timbre-poste fait l'objet de 
!'admiration de tous. Les gens se precipitent pour l'acquerir et en faire 
l'echange. Il devint un messager de paix et de conciliation. Il diffuse 
l 'affection et cree des atmospheres de fraternite entre les divers peuples. 
I1 aide a renforcer la culture et a faire goC1ter l 'art. Enfin, il est un 
moyen de l'epargne fructueuse. 

Le timbre-poste ayant ces vertus et cette importance, on comprend 
aisement les buts des Expositions internationales qui exhibent des 
collections representatives de la culture et des arts ou enregistri:mt le 
fil des evenements dans tous les coins de ce monde ou abondent les 
curiosites et les innovations. 

La R.A.U. a porte tout son interet au timbre-poste et procooa a 
son impression localement depuis 1925. De son cote l'Organisme des 
Pastes a installe sa propre imprimerie des timbres-poste. Celle-ci est 
pourvue de machines modernes ayant une haute capacite. Elle peut 
produire 480.1000 timbres-poste par beure en trois couleurs. Elle a 
donne son premier rendement en 1961. 
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Mesdames, Messieurs, 

J'ai essaye dans ce mot a faire apprecier, a sa juste valeur, le tim­
bre-poste. C'est grace a l Lll que nous no us rencontrons ici. J e saisis 
cette occasion tres chere a nous pour adresser mes vifs remerciements 
et ma profonde reconnaissance a toutes les Administrations postales qui 
ont apporte leurs contributions, ce qui nous impressionne enormement 
et assure le relevement du niveau de l'Exposition pour lui garantir le 
succes. J e salue egal rnent les rnembres des delegations des pays 
participant a cette Exposition qui se trouvent parmi nous poui' rehaus­
ser l'eclat de la cen§monie , Nous leur souhaitons un retour heureux 
dans leurs pays apres avoir fait un bon sejour dans notre Republique 
jeune et renaissante. Nous les prions de porter a leurs familles posta­
les nos remerciements. Nous co1n1prenons bien les circonstances parti­
culieres de fin d'annee qui ont empeche les Administrations postales 
participantes d'envoyer leurs delegues. Enfin, je salue Messieurs les 
invites qui ont eu l'amabilile de• partager avec nous le plaisir de ]'inau­
guration . 

J e termine 1ron mot c::n vous reiterant rn es remerciements et en 
vous saluant tous avec la conviction qlle la cooperation postale serait 
de plus en plus resserree entre les divers pays. Que Dieu nous aide 
pour assurer le bien-etre et la prosr:;.erite de tous les peuples. 

Enfin , J e vous dis Merci. 

M. ~ 

.14Q+60 ~;..;~l:J.JJU(f;.}~JI 1 •+' t• 
CENTENARY OF THE FIRST EGYPTIAN STAMP . . 

The miniature sheet issued on the occasion of the Centenary of the 
First Egyptian Postage Stamp. (see pag3 582). 
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NfW ISSUtS 
COJDIE110RATIVE SET 

4th PAN A BA B GAMES 

Date of issue; Sept. 2, 1965. 

Denomination: 5, 10 and 35 mills. 

Uesign: 5 mil l ~ : The Symbol of the 
4th Pan Arab Games. 

10 m ills ; The map of the A rab 
Oauntri es. 

35 mills : The horse "Saacloon" . 

D'imens ion: 5, 35 mills ( 42 x 25 mm.) 
10 mills (40 x .40). 

~ert1orati.On: 11 1/ 2 

Sheet: 5, 35 mill s : 50 ~tamps (5 x 10) 

10 mills 35 stamps (5 x 7) 

Control No.: Date of issL\e a n d serial 
nwnber. 

Qua ntity: 600,000 sets. 
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COi\iME~'lOKA'l'lVE STAMP 
AIJEXANDRIA LONG - DISTANCE 

SWIIDUNG CHAMPIONSHIP 

Date of issue: Sept. 2, 1965. 
Design : The two late Arab Swimmers 

Zeitun a nd hbcl el Gelil w ith some 
other swimmers and th e emblem of 
Alex. 

Denomination: 10 mills. 
Dimens i·on: 42 x 25 mm. 
Perf-oration: 11 1/2 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 x 10) 
Printing : Rotogravure Postal Autho­

rity Printing House. 
Control No.: Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 2 millions stamp. 

COi\'IMEMORA'l'lVE STAMP 

3J'd ARAB SUMMIT CONFERENCE 

Date of issue: Sept 13, 1965. 
Des ign: The m ap of Arab oountries, 

the emblem of Arab L eagJUe and a 
broken chain. 

Denomination: 10 mills. 
Dimension: 40 x 40 mm. 
Perforation: Ut 
Sheet: 35 stamps (5 x 7) 
Printing: Rotograv ure Postal 

Authority Printing House. 
Control No.: Date of issue an d serial 

number. 
Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 
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COMl\fmiORA'l'IVE STAMP 

LAND FOH.C'ES 11AY 

Date of issu e : Oct. 20, 1965. 

Design : The em b l,em of t he !'and 
foroes and the sun and its r ays. 

Den omination : 10 mills. 

Dimen sion : 25 x 42 mm. 

P e rfor ation : 11 ~ . 

S heet : 50 stamps (10 x 5) 
P rinting : Ro tiogravu re Postal Author­

ity P rinting House. 
Contro.l No. : Da te of issu e an d ser ial 

number. 
Quantity ~ 2,000,000 stamps. 

t.,Ol\fM1i:MORA'l'lVE STAI~ 

ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STA'l'E 
ANO GOVERNi\ffiNT OF O.A.U. 

Date of issue : Oct . 21, 1965. 
Design : Africa, a tor ch an d two olive 

bra n ches. 
Colour : P lum-colour an d r eel. 

Den omin ation 10 mills. 
Dimen sion 40 X 40 mm. 

P e rfo r a tion 11!. 
Sheet 35 s tamps (5 X 7). 

Printing : R otogra-v ure Posta l Au­
thority Printing H ouse 

Control No. : Dat e of issu e and seria.l 
number. 

Quan tity : 2,000,000 stamps. 
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COMi\IEMORA'.riVE SET 

IN'l'.ER.. CO·OP. IN 

SAVING MONUMENTS OF NUBIA 

Date of issue : ·Oct. 24. 1965. 

Design : 5 mills : Symbol of I nter. 
Co-operation and the uper part of 
Ramses. 

10 rm.ilJs : Some heads of the p ;llars 

in Abu-Simbel and the emblem of 
U.N.O. 

35 mills : Two statues of Ramses in 

Abu·Simbel. 

Denomination : 5. 10 and 35 mills. 

Dimension : 5 and 35 mi!Js ( 40 X 40) 

10 mills (28 x 61) 

Perforation : 11!· 

Sheet : 5. 35 mills : 35 s tamps (5 x 7) 
10 mills : 50 stamps (10 x 5) 

Printing Process : Rotogravu re "Postal 
Authority Printing House" . 

Control N o. : Date of issue and serial 
n umber. 

Quan tity : 5. 10 mills: 1,000,000 s tamps. 
35 milJs (photo on front cover) : 600,000 
stamps. 
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. -oJl(iJl~tJ;~~/ 
20 It! ANN IV. OF U.N . 

1945 
196 5 

THE MINIA1.'URE SHEK'.I': 
Desig n A cart o;uche fou nd on the 

shoulders of th e sta tue of R amses at 
AIJu-Simbel. The name of Ramses is 
ins ide the cartouche. To th.e righ t of 
the design is th e symbol of Interna­
t ion al co-operation ancl on the back· 
gPound of the sheet is th'c em.blcm 
of U:\fO and that of UNESCO. 

Denomination : 50 mill s . 
Dimension : 63 x 105 mm. (imperfor­

ated) . 
Printin g : R obogravure "Po~tal Au­

thority Printing House" . 
Quan tity : 150,000 sheets. . :.;.: . 

COMMEMOBATIVJTI S'I'A 'JP 
AI.;-Mt\QBIZI 

Date of i ssue : Nov. 20, 1965-
Design : A picture from imagination 

and some Arab buildings. 
Denomination : 10 mills­
Dimension : 42 x 25 mm. 
Perforation : 11 1/ 2. 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 x 10). 
Printing : Rotogravure Postal Autho-

rity Printing House. 
Control No. : Date of' issue and se-

rial number. · 
Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 
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'J'HE VI :\LBXA!.'i'DRIA 

Blli:NNALE 

Date of issue : Dec. 16, 1965. 

Design : A statue, the U.A.R. flag 
and a pigeon . 

Denomination : 10 mills. 

Dimension : 25 x 42 mm. 

Perforation : 11 1/ 2. 

Sheet : 50 stamps .(10 x 5). 
Printing Proce~s : Rotogravure "Pos-

tal Authority Printing House". 
Control No. : Date of issue and selial 

number. 
Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 

.s.) '(' ~~- L lb 

v.)UI ~ . .JxC.:~1 \ J~: 

~-\,.,:1 1 :\: ~ ..I' l l ~.J ,~~ \ ~>- J ._1\::t- : 
:i.A\..- J 

w\,.\A ' . 

.('A ~\'XP 

\ I ) o 

(o X I · ) c\l. o· 

-~~_) 1 ;z~,., c.: \k. ~::~ ' .r.-_,;_,.) : 
j...UI ~)1_, CJ,ll (J~· : 

t \l, ..) 7-lA \' : 

;z__;;)\ 

d kll .)\,. ~ \ 
(._r"':ll 

~ _;ll 

r.kl l ;i.;;~.Jb 

~_ l;)\ ('') 

;z_j("_ll 

-------------~·~---------

CO H!\JEMORA'riV.E SET 
POST DA\' 

Date of issue : Jan. 2, 1966. 
Denomination: 10 mills. 
Design cl!epicts : A horseman, a let­

ter on buckskin and a canier­
pigeon. 

Dimension : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perforation : ll l 
Sheet : 35 stamps (5 x 7) . 

Printing Process : Rotogravure 
"Postal Authority Printing House". 

Control No. : Date of issue and se­
rial number. 

Quantity : 1,000,000 &tamps. 
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Denomination : (80 + 40 ), and 
(115 + 55), mills. 

Design : (80 + 40), depicts the mail 
at pharaonim period (115 + 
55), depicts the old and mod­
ern means of airmail tran&­
port. 

Dimension : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perforation : 11 ~. 

Sheet : 14 stamps of each (80 + 40 ) 
and 055 + 55 ) millS\ in one sheet. 

Control No. : Date of issue and 
serial number. 

Quantity : 250,000 sets. 

'.I'HE l\II N LATUHE SHEI!.T 

Denomination : 040 + 60) mills. 

Design depicts : The set of the first 
Egyptian postage stamps issued in 
1866 at 5 and 10 piastres. 

Dimension : 106 x 63 mm. 
Quantity : 150,000 sh eets. 
(See P hoto on page 572) . 
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FESTIV t\L STAMP 

Date of issue : J an . 10, 1966. 

Design : A gate , a glass lamp and 

\ "'i i ./\:!. I . : )..>.~y\~ .. Y 

crescen t moon . 
d..::~ .) '- ot>:'..: . .o _, u . ..J'" ~~: ~~-" ~ ~·>: : 1_,-J ) \ 

Denomination : 4 mills. 

Dimension : 25 x 30 mm. 

Perforation : 11 1/2. 

Sheet : 100 stamps (10 x 10) 

Print ing : Rotogravure Postal Autho-
rity Printing House. 

Control No. : Date of issue and se­
ria-l number. 
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MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negooiant en Timbre8-Post.e 

22, Bou levard Saad Zaghlou l - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 
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"CIF" 
F. CIF ARIELLO & Co. 

31, Rue Cherif LE CAIRE 
!-..P.E. 4113 T el: 74561 R.C.C. 98225 

Specialiste en nouveautes du monde entier 

GRAND CHOIX DE SERIES ANCIENNES 

ET MODERNES DE TOUS PAYS 

ACHATS - VENTES - ECHANGES 

Stock pennanent ·de tout materiel philatelique 

Albums - Classeurs - Catalogues - Charnieres, etc. 

ARTICLES PHOTOGRAPHIQUES 

CAMERAS - CINE-FILMS EN COULEURS 

De..-eloppement et tirages 

Photos en Couleurs 

..,.. •• t 
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~ SElliNG YOUR STAMPS 7 .. I 
~ s 
~ I 
~ HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTIANT ADVANTAUES S i ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE I 
ti OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE I 
~ e Over sixty years' experience of selling stamps. § 
S e Specialist Describing. iQ 
~ e Attractive and comprehensive cataloguing ~ 
~ e Direct contact with all leading collectors. S 
~ e Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney, ~ 
~- e Free Valuation - subject to sales instruction being received S 
~ within 2 years. :2: 
tu ""' ~ e All Risk Insurance of stamps -in transit and pending sale. :'1 
JJOI ~ 
~ e Liberal advances available. § 
~ Naturally you want the best results. Equally naturally we § 
~ can give no guarantee. But it is a significant fact, that, for the ~ 
:.1 last three years, the total realisation for each Bond Street Auction 
~ Season has exceeded the four hundred thousand pound mark. Over 
~ many years we have oullt up..:.... and are stlll improving- a Service 
~ to the Vendor of Fine and Rare Stamps that is second to none. S 
~ The full resources of the largest and most experienced staff S 
~ In the field of philatelic auctloneering are at your disposal. Good ~ 
S class philatelic material can always be considered for inclusion in ~ 
~ the H. R. Harmer Auctions. 
~1 .. ~ 
<~• Contact us NOW if :you wish to sell - no matter whether U 
~ 'le a single rarity or a ·so-volume Collection. We wtzz be glad to S 
~ advtse and help 1/0U. ~ 

~ ~ .... ~ s s 
X H R. HARMER LTD. ~ 
~ ~ 
'< ~ "' lntf'rnati()n.al Stamp Au(-tionocr~ ~ 
~ ...... 
~ ~ ,.. 41 NEW BOND STREET ·s 
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