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NOTE SUR UIFFE.R-EN'TS SUJETS 

par G. GOU GAS S.P.~. 2652 

J e n 'ai pns 1l'aulre aJT,IJ itiun, dam ce co mmuniqu e, que d 'offl-ir au x 

pe rso nnes qu i s'inle 1· essent aux chases d' Egyple un invt. nlair e des decou
vei"IEs f aites 1·ecemmen t pa r m oi, ce dont j 'enlends fair-e pr-ofi.t8l· les lecteurs 

de cette Revue. 

(i) - MARQUE POS'rr\ LI~ TYPE "CC. I" DES CACHETS "FESCN " 

ET "MINIE '' . 

La seule foi s qu e ce gr-oupe de cach ets a ete ciLe dans l 'ORIENT 
PH ILATELIQUE: c'eta it dans le nun,ero d ' Av ;·il 1930. Noh-e eminent col
leg ue, iVIr-. R. SeymoLtr Blomfi eld, clans son etudE genemle, relative au x 
anc ien nes oblilet·at ions eg.ypl ienn es . avaiL classe les cach ets "FESCN" d 
"MTNIE" sous sub-type" "CC. 1". 

Dans son excellente etud e, Yh . H.. Seymour BlmT,f ield , ava it groupe 
sou s type "C", ll•Es d ivers ca-chets muets, c'esL-a-cli rE, ·ceux qu i n e portent pas 
!'indicat ion de la dale du depart. m i l altt-ibue a ch aque lype de cachet un 
nu m ero d'o r- d r- e allanl de '·C l" it "C 10" (") et "CC . :1''. Chaque type avaiL 
ele . deer-it avec beaucoup de minuli e et qu e1quefois mcme, il etait s uivi 
d ' un commentait·e. 

Pari ant du lype cles cac he ts classes sous "CC. I'', notre w llegue les 
cleCl' i[ a peu p r-es clans CE sens : 

"Ces cacheb (FESCN et MINm ) qui s·c,nt en Ji g-ne droite se ren
"contrenl sm les timbres de l'en :i s ion cl e 1867 . Le premie r typ e d8 
"cache t, qui est illush-e ci-contre, est incomplel , HLCtis le nom de la 
"v ille est eviclel1l1T,ent ce lu i de F'eschne; ]a dimension des lebtres : / m m . 
"de haul . Le seco nd type, est cel ui de Ml N fE ; d imen s ion des letlres : 
"iOJT.m. de haut. Il n isle un au tre cachet pom· celte vill e dont la 
"dimens ion des lettres esL de 12 mm. de h aut". 

Je liens ~t s ignaler ici, que les reprodudi -ons des cachets qui sont il 
lu slres clans le cmps de l'arhcle , sont ceux de FESCN et du pte iY.ier t ype 
de MINIE , le second type n'a pas ete reproduit . 

Grace a des decouvertes que j'.ai faites de,m ierement , je suis heureux 
cle pouvoir ccmpleler le cachet "FESCN", rle dec1·ire le second lype J <e 
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cach et "MINIE " et cle comrr, un iqu er un cachet du m e me gl'ou pe encore 
inedit , celui de la v ill e d 'Alexamhi e. 

To u[recem rnenl , j 'ai en 1·i ch i JY, a coll ection par l ' acqu is it ion d 'un largr 
fragmen t portant l'en·.preinle complete cl u cachet en question "FESCN", 
e l: a cote I p ias l1'8 de l' emission de l867 oblite r·ee pa l· un autre type clP 
cachet, ega le rr. ent de la v ill e de F'eschn e. J 'avais signale cc dernier carJ1 et 
clans m on etude Jl<Wll e dan s celte H.ev ue clans le n umero d ' Avril 1961. 

(collect ion G. GOUGAS) 

Co1Y.m e les lectems po urmnl le constaler pal' la reprodu ct ion •.: i
contr e, jus le au-clessous de "F'ESCN", il y a une dr-rle manuscrite (25 /8 G7) 

prececl ee de deu x pet ites leltres "LI", c'est l'article defini italien qu se 
lmd ui t par n otr e "LE ", crue nous plartons devant une elate. On coup 
d 'oeil suffil pour se t endre compte que ces deux JeHres, hien q u 'en plus 
petit, sonl de m i'm.e camctet·e que "F'ESC N". Il n 'y a aucun doute que 
ces deux lelt res sonL pcu·ti e inlegrale cl u cacihet lui-meme. 

(Fig. 1.A) (Fi g . i.B ) 

Figu re LA , esl la r eprod uction d u cach et in co 1r,plet qui est illu slre 
clans le c01·ps de l'ad ide de n otre col legue Mr . H. S . J3lomfield, paru clans 
ce tte H.evue clans le nu meto de Septembre 1039. La figure LB, est celle 
qUE je v iens de decri re. J'ni clans m a collection deux petits fragm enLs 
portant des timbres de rem iss ion de 1'86 7, uins i qu 'un exemplnire detache, 
qui sont happes paY le u tch et "FESCN" avec le "LI " au-dessous, n.nis 
apparemmem il n 'y a aucune t race de manuscl'it. 



April 1966 -January 1S67 L 'ORIE:\T PHILATELIQUE 

(CollecLion G. GOUGAS) 
(Fig. i.C) 

(CollecLion G. GOUGAS ) 
!Pig. i. D) 

ti89 

On distingue aiselY.ent sur les deux timbres qui sont teproduits ci
c·ontre, les deux differenls types de cachets de "MINIE". l<'igure i.C, est 
le type dont les lettres mesment 10 mm. de haul. Figm e I .D , Es t l' autre 
typE dont les lettres mesm ent 12 mm. de haul. 

Mais ce qui n 'u pas ete d it par Mr. R. S. Blomfield, c'est que ces 
deux cachets son t composes de deux differents types de caracleres. 

(Fig . i.E) (Fig . i.F) 

On peut remm·quer aiselY.ent aussi - illustu:ttion (F ig. :LE) -, qu CJ 
les deux "M " sont differe nts non seulement dn point de vue de leur dimen
sion m ais aussi de leurs caracteres . Dans le premi er "M" , la partie du 
milieu qui est en f·orm e de "V", n'es t qu 'a demi haulem clu "M", H. les 
leHres sont irregulieres et f a ibles (F ig . 1.F). Tanclis que clans le second, l>.: 
"V" descend au niveau cle la base de la. lettre "M" •Et iles lettres sont plu~: 
fenr,es (Fig . LE). 

"Ce Econd type de "MINIE" sans etre un -cache t commun , se lr·ouve ch ez 
Leaucoup de collectionneurs ; personnellement _j' en possede deux, et j'en 
a! vu bien d 'autres clans iles -collections de m es amis. 

'ALES~ 

(Fig. i.G) 
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Recemmen t. j 'a i acqui s un lot cl ans une enchere. Dans oe lot il .y 

ava il quelqms enveloppes pod .an t des t imbres de la premi ere et de :la 
seconde emiss.ion,. .J 'ai ·const.ale .avec. surprise que l'une d '1ent.re elles 
pm·ta.i t un cachet insoli te, un cachec en li gno cl miLe qui se lit "ALES ~\ " 

(F ig. J.G ), abrev ial ion d 'ALI'.: SSANDRIA en itali en (Alexanclrie) . J'ai 
immedialeiY, ent reconnu que ·ce cachet npprll' lenait au groupe de cachals 
lype "CC . J". 

(collection G. Gougas ) 

La letlre a ete mi se it la poste de Zifta - Mit-Ghmr,r, le 15 Mars 
1867, affnmchie d 'un exemplaire de J piasll'e em ission de 1866, oblitere au 
recl·o pa r le cachet type L 3, da le : :Lo MARZ 67. An·ivee a sa destin ation 
tL Allexanclr iE le m eme jour , elle a r ec;u au ve l'so, le cach et de l 'arrivee 
d 'Alexandl'ie type 1..3. Le cachet "ALES A", comme ·on peu t le voil' sut· 
la rEproduct ion ci-cl essus, · esl appose en bas vers lla gauche de la lettre . · 

Il doil cer ta inement exister encore d 'aul l'es cach els , inconnus it ce 
jou l' , et nou s serions heureux que leurs pt·opt·ieta ires nous Ies signalenl nfin 
que nous 1mission s compleler cet le nomenclature. 

Avan t cl e te l'm inel' , jE liens a atlirer IJ' at lention clu lec leur sur une 
pal'ticulal' ite fol' t curieuse. En obsenrant allen li vement lE. s im pressions des 
cachels de ZIFTA-MJTG et d 'ALES A on Hm arque de suite que ces 
deux cach els ·ont la IY.eme -couleur cl ' encl'e ; il semble qu 'ils aient ele presses 
clans la meme bolle it tampon. T anclis que il e c-ache l cl ' 1\lexandti E, au vel'so, 
i ! une teinte d 'Enc re diff e t·ente. 

A premiere vue, il paraH peu logique qu'un bureau dE Poste se suit 
ser vi d 'un •cach et q ui ne lu i appart.ena it pas . On sai t que parfois l 'usage 
prime Jla logique. Essayons de j_Eter un coup d 've il sm le passe . 



(Fig. i.H) (collec ti on G. Gougas ) 

Beaucoup de coll!ectio nn ems en m anipulant lEs lettl'es " POS'rA EURO
PE..-\", on t, s urem en t d Ct r em al'q uer quE, quelquef"Ois sur les lletlres a des
tina ti on d 'Alexandt·i e ou du Caire, don L l 'adresse eta it GCl'ite en arabe, 
l' em plloye cl u bmea u de receplion, en m arquant au rE clo les ehiffres du 
m ontant pel'QU, ill ec l'ivai t en m em E temps, en italien , le nom de la ville 
it laquelle la letlre eta it adressee, parfo is ces l1Gl11S etaient en abrege: "Ales" 
ou simplelr,ent un "A" majuscule, s' il s 'ag issai t d'Alexandrie, ou par un 
simpl e "C" majuscule pour le Caire (Fi g·. i.H). 

(Fig. I.I) (collection G. Gougas) 
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Ces noms ou ces alJreges, sont JNtrques nu cray·on bleu ou rougB , et se 
renconll'ent gene t·alement sur les lethes porlant. les cachets a date types IV , 
V et VI; mais les lettres port.ant le cachet lype Ill , OLl la date aurait du 
etre m anuscrite, a l' enne, au cen lce clu cachet , il 'employe de la P osle a 
ecrit le nom de la v ille a la plume (Fig. l.I) . 

On sait quE eel usage ela il afin d'aider lles employes de la Poste , qui .. 
pou r la pluparl ela ient des ll ali ens eL ne sav.cti ent pas llire l ' atabe . 

Bevenons it notrE cachet "ALES A. ll est tres pt·obable qu'il a ete 
appose au bureau de Kafr-Mitg pa t.· ll'em ploye dE recept·ion pom aider es 
collegues clu serv ice de lriage qui ne savaient pas lire l'arabe. 

Lorsque j 'a i pal'le de m on cachet "AL I.<:S A au Prof. P . A. S. Smi th 
il m 'a cl it qu'il ava it deja vu ce cachet. Imlependamment de ['.op in ion qlJ e 
j 'avais dej.i fo rm ee, il .a clil qu ' ill pens-ail qu ' il avait ete employe pom traduire 
liE nom d e la v i li e des linataire afin de fac.i li te1' la tU:che des em ployes 
ilaliens des P os les. 

(2) - CACHET TYPE V, AVl£C L' INSCBIPTlON "VAGLIA" 

L 'excellenle Elude Il , sur ila Poste Itaht nne en Egypte, confi ee ~t nolxe 
etr .inent ph ilateli ste le Dt.·. W. Byam F.RP.S .L,, par l'Egypt Study Circle 
de L:ondres, parue clans l ' OrienL Phila leli que dans le numero special d 'Avrii
Juillet 1960, sous le titre "Interim Beport on the Italian Post in Eg.ypl". Le 

Dt·. \ Al. Byam ava il prese nle en page 12'8, I' il llustta~ i -on cl 'un ·cach Et de b 

Poste itali enne d 'Alexandrie , inconnu a ce jnm , porlanl !' inscription. qui 
se lit "VAGLIA", el a uquel il avaiL attribue le. numew d'ordre VI. 

11 y a quelques sem a ines, un ami negociau t en Limbres - poslE de New 
York, m'ct emr,m.unique un cach et de la Posle Egyptienne de ·la ville de 
Mansoura, q ui lu i anss i porle !'in sc ription "\'A GLIA " . 

,·' 

(Fig. 2.A) (Fig . 2.B ) 

("') - L'O.P . No. 43 de Sep. 1939, page 571 et No . Si de Jan . 1053, page 17, 
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Le cachet es~ c..ompose de deu x ce t·cles cclllcen triques dont l 'exterieur 
contourne l'iinscr ipli on "VAGLIA " ; il a un di ametre de .23 mm. et mesme 
de h aut en bas 2·6 · i f2 IYtl11. Le cercle inter iem a 13 mm. de di am etre (Fig. 
2.A ). D.ans la parliE superi em·e, com ptise enlt·e deux cercles, se trouv€ 
l ' inscription "PO STE EGJZIANE " . Dans !c bas, enlre deux ornements 
t.omposes par quatre peLits points, on li ~ le .1 0 111 de la v ille : MANSURA •:Jt 

en dessus. l ' inscripti on "VAGLIA" r1 ui epouse la forme du cercle. 

Mt·. R.S . Blom fielld ava i l g l'Oupe sous lype V les cachEts pmiant le 
tex te : POSTE EGIZIANE. ave·c sub-types allanl~ de V. i h V. 13. Je n ' he
!" itnais done pas de dlasser m on cachet sous le sub-Lype V. i 4. 

Ce cach et par sa sa illie ressemble beau coup au cachet dit "CASSA " 
(Fig . 2.B), un ca.chet assez commun que nou s connaissons bien . Mais, que 
"VAGLIA" doit e tt·e t·arE, cella. parai L un f ail ced .ain. A m a connai ssance, 
l 'Ot·ient P:hilatel iqu e n e tl' a pas s igna.le j u squ· ~l ce j 'Clm. En Lout cas , il 
doit cerla inem ent en cxister au nom d 'autres l1umaux. 

(3) - - I .. E C ..-\C l-li~T "POST.-\ l ~l TROPK\ " DE LA YlLLE DE GALHifi. 

Il y a quelqu es annees , j 'ela is nu Musee P os lal du Ca it·e pour consulter 
dans :tes Arch ives ce l'la in s manusc ri ls dont j'nva is besoin ; parmi oEs docu
m ents se trouvait un reg istre clans leq n>2l il y avail dEs em p reinles de cach ets 
u titlises autrefois cl an s d ivers bmeaux de la P os le Egypti-Enne . J 'ai r econ1:Ju 
uvec surpri se pal'lT.i ces emp reintes, celle du Posta Em·open. au nom cle la 
vill e de Gliub. Comme chaCJLle em pt·eintE p ol'l.ai t un numew cl' ordre, ill 
non s a ete faci!le de lrouver le cachet-m em E. J ' avou e que Jle cach et elail 
Lres "fati gue" , comme on pent d 'ailleurs s'cn renclr.£ compte pat l.a r ept o
rlu ction de la figure 3.A, il est exlren·.ement u se, au poin t qu ' il faut faire 
un Eff od pour !le lire. Le consel'Vateul" du Musee a m is ~l ma dispos iti on 
le ·cachet dont j 'en .ai minul ieuselr,ent pris i'empreinte sur papie1· couchet. 

11 esL bon , tout d 'abord , de n oler que ce r:uchet n 'avait aucun rapport 
avec mes rech erches . J e l 'a i loutefoi s garde pour le sign aler a un rYioment 
opportun. Cet.te occas ion ne clevait pas tarde)' a se presenter, car j ' ai lu 
clans l'O t·ient Ph il alel ique , numeros 110 et i12, tl'interessant artile clE notre 

(Fig. 3.A) (Fig. 3.B) 
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· lres estim e Mr. J ean R·ou:lnd d 'Humi eres sur Jn Pasta Europea, article qu'il 
avai~ .illlustr e it la page 258 du num ero de J <mvier 1064 du cachet p ortant le 
nom de GALIUB , qui lu i. avn it ete com munique par le Col. J.R. Danson. 

Bien quE cela pu isse j)Hl'altre Lll1 p eu elrange q u'un aussi petit bure.au 
a iL eu besoin de deux caehe Ls differ ents et s ucces1s ifs, les f a its sont !la ; en 
examinant a tlentive1T1ent quelques petits detail s, 'On vena qu'on est vraiment 
en presence de deux differenls cachets . 

Le cachet flgme 3.A. esl celui que je 11resente, et le cachet. f igure 3.B 
est celui du CoL J .H.. Dan son ; 

La date presumee de l 'ouvertme du b u r-eau de GALJUB est 1856, et 
lt 15 \ nil1865 il a ·cesse d 'ex isler. Or ce bureau a f onchonne en lant que 
"POST'A EUH.OPE/\" !l an s eL -'J. m ois e t demi , La date m anuscribe 21/ 2/ 68 
au cenl re clu cac,het fi gm e 3.B, monlre qu ' il a ete happe. environ 2 mois 

ava nt sa s upp t·ess ion. COIT.ment aclmeltre qu ' au b out de deux mois il nit 

ete use au po int de devenir m econnai ssable? D'aulre part , m on cach Et m e
su re 33 X 18nan. el l 'ovale exteriem est fonne d 'un e seule ligne, tandis 
que il 'autre m esm e 38 x 20 mm., El ]'ovale es l double. Le texte et le 
llOlT, de la v ille, cl an s le mi en sont en ·Caocteres egypiiens, tandis que 
clans l'autt·e, il s sonl en caracteres antiques . JJans le mien , les deux p et its 
om ements , cl es deu x c6 les cl e G ALIUB, s·ont en fonne cl e losange, ta.ndis 
que clans l 'autre ils SOnt COllopOSeS de deux pelites etoiles ~L SiX branch es . 

Pour ma pad. je pense que le bu reau ul1lisa d ' abord le cachet que je 
p resente, et qu ' il l'a s uh sl itue par celui du Col. J .H. Danson lm squ 'il 

est cleven u inul ili sable. 

(4) . - LE Cr-\CH I~T' "DOPO LA PAH.TENZA". 
J ' ai eu l 'occas ion cl e donner dans cette Hevue, clans le nume t'O d ' Oc

lob re Hl57- Janvi e t· 1958, sous le lilrE. "DOPO LA PAH.'1' E ZA", un article 
conce rnant !le cach et lyp e I. Ltvais prese nle en pagE 623, la reproduct-ion 
photog rnphi que d 'un e enveloppe portant le caehet en question. Com1r,e le 
Cach et eta.it appose SUI ' le limbre et SUI.' l 'enveloppe, j 'avais C'Onclu que le 
c-achet. etai t ci·Estine ;\ e lre appose SUr le t imbre et SUI.' l 'enveloppe. l\!Iais 
clepui s llors, ·certain s elem ents ,.ecem m ent pod es ~L m a connaissance m 'ont 
pe t·mi s de constalE r qu e ce cachet eLa i t utili se i nd ifferemment de tr·ois fa~.ons, 

a ) Sur le ti n ,lJl'e et sur l 'enveloppe. b) Sur le timb re seul et c) Sur l 'enve

loppe seule. 
J ' a i pu t·eun ir cla ns m a collection trois enveiloppes portan t deu x types 

cle cachets "DOPO LA PAH.T'Ei ZIA" : avPc le trois differents mGdes 

d 'usage. 
i) L 'envEloppe qu e je vi ens de m enli onn er au commencem en t de -cette 
note, l'epresente le w emier cas; le cachet "DOPO LA PAH.TENZA" t.ype I , 
etaJit appose SUI.' le limbl'e et Sll l' l' enveloppe. 
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( colledi·on G. Gougas ) 

2) Dans le devant de letLt'e qui esl mproduit e i-contre, le ca.chet "DOPO LA 
PARTENZA" type I, est appose sur ile timbre seulement - MalhEmeusement 
on ne voi t pas clairem ent le cachet en q uoEs tion . Le fond rouge du t imbl'e et 
!'impression noire clu cachet se confonclent et. n e clonnent pas un bon re
sultat clans la photograpll i e. 

Le rect·o de l ' enveloppe 
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La le ltre it destinat ion d'Ail exandrie a eLe pos lee au Caire lE '8 Avril 
1'877. 

3) Je r eprodui s ici les 11hotos du recto et ver so d ' une enveloppe que re
presente le lroi ien,e cas, c'es t- .~t- dire que, le cachet "DOPO LA PARTENZA" 
type JI est appose sur l 'enveloppe seulem ent . Sur lettre, ce cachet n'a 
jamai s enco re ete s ignal e a ce jour , ···est_ la vemie1e foi s qu' il pam lt dam 
cette H.evue. 

Il est vra i qu e l 'O.P., a eu l'oc.c.as ion de s ignaler une lettre por l·ant 
lE cachet "DOPO LA PAH'l' ENZA" sur le ltre. n .ai s le cachet etait de Lype 
1 (L 'O.P. 79 - Juillet 1953, page ll38), landis qu e l' enveloppe que je pre

sente pmte le cach et typ e JI. 

.. . ' 

Le verso de l'enveloppe 

· La lettre pnrtie de I\:afre - Zayat pour Chambery, son affranchissement 
es t compose d 'un exerr,plaire de i pinstre emission i 8'72 pour s·on parcours 
de 1\ aft·e Zayat it Alexandti e et d 'une pai re cle 40 ce ntimes Empire pour le 
parcours cl 'Alexandt·ie ~L Charr,beny . 

Ladi le letlre a ete poslee it Kafre- Zaya t le ii Nov. i 872 et elle est 
parvenue a Alexandrie le lendemain , le ·cach et "DOPO LA PARTENZA" es t 
appose au vel'SO , au r abat supe l'i eur de l 'envelloppe. Vraisem blablem Ent e!1 e 
a e le posteE a Kafre-Zaya t apres le depart d u dernier com rier de la jQmnee. 

\ ce suj et j 'aiir, erai s a.Uirer l'attenbion des lecteurs sur un point tres 
important en ce qui concerne le cach et type II ; il en existe plusieurs types 
differents. J e di s plusieurs paece que ch aque bureau postal avait le si en; 
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etanL donue que ces cachets elui ent confectiunn es i.l ilu m a in , il 11e !)Eul en 
·e·.xjstex <JI Eux qui so ienL absoiL1me11t id entiqu es . Pour les fa <;:onner, le graveur 
rl evait d'abord tracer a l'envers le t exte du cadtet 'sur une plaque de"rr,etal , 
puis -:p rocede.r ~L la gravu re. La: moi.ndre dev iation du bmin · suffit })'()m 

reveler une '' variante" clans les cach el s, 

S i l 'on observe la reJl roduct ion E.2, illu ~l t=ee en page l :S t du nume ro 

d 'Octopre 1836 de cetle :ReVue, ·on ·conshLte nel lEm enl c1ue 11~. gt·avem· · a di} 
laisse r .ec·hctpper .son bLut n pendant qu ' il chowfreinui t la · boucle inferieme 

de hi 'J et tre ".P" Ju P.ARTENZA . 

. Si l 'on obse Pve attenlive tT.ent le c-ach e~ :-JLL-i .est i.lpfJOSe su r la paire de 
.20 pa.i·as emi ss ion ·n e ·la Ru e qui est repi·6dull e n ·page ·w 6 clu. num.e-ro elf 
juillet i!J38 , ·on peut co nstater qu e ll ui au ss i dil'fere en plus ieurs po in Ls du 

cachet que j ' ui deja decf·it plus hauL 

(F ig . 4. !\) (Fi g . l1.B) 

Je reproduis c i-dessus dEux auhes >a rietes, on voi-t t1:es nellem ent que . ., 

les "P" du PARTENZA. sonl complelem en ts difl' erenls e t les ilettrEs du texte 
de lcl figure 4.A sont plus m edi.oores et inegulieres. 

A signaler que le m ot "Partenza" dan .3 la fi gure L1.B, est Dl'thogru

pbie cle fa t;:on erroneE . "0 " au !li eu de "E" . 

· J 'ai cru faire oe uvre utile en s ignulanL u.ux jeunes c.;o'llleclionn·EUL'S , 
qu'i ll existe plus iwrs varieles de ces cachets, uins i que je vi ens de le de- ·J 

m ontrer, il doit ex iste r uuLant cl e types rru ' il y a eu de bu reaux pos laux ayant 
uti I ise ces cach ets . 

Lorsqu E j 'etais encore un cl ehitant , j ' ai tale deu x fois ll' occas ion d 'ac
querir de tres beill es pieces qui m 'ont ete offer!es; ces pieces, bien que dans 
-leur ensem ble e rappwchai ent clu type presenle par S.A. Smi th E·t R.S. 

" Biomfi eld dans lem s etud es · r elat-ives ~m ces cach2ls publiees dan s cetle 
R evue ("') , eliles ac·cu saient qu elques varietes, .i ' ign oi·ais u l' ep oque qu-t ces 
varieles etai ent authentiquE s . J e ne veux pas que m es cudels f assent la 
meme eneur e l pri.venl leur-s collections de c.;es belle pieces convoilees . 

(*) L'O.P. No. 30, Oct. 1936, p age 148 et No. 33, Juill e•t 1937, page 106. 
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, ll ser iti l interessant el du p:lu s g rand interet de connaitre a quel 
bureau postal appartenait chacune de ces sous-vari etes . S i tous lles am is 
ph illale li stes vou lai ent bien com muniquer ~t cette Revue les r eproductions 
photogruphiques qu ' il s possedent des t imbres obliten§s porLant ces cachets 
dont le nom de la ville est vi ible, il s cvntr ihueraient grande1r,en t ~L nous 
fa ire com plelet· cette etude. 

Quant au cachet type I , je peux dire, que de t0 ule~ les pieces que j 'ai 
exmninees a ·ce jour , je n '.ai pas r encontre de variantes . Avec lles deux 
enve loppes et les deux lin.bre~ isoles que .i e p·ossede, no us pourrons attribuer 
<.: e cachet_.au b ureau postal du Caire. l1 peut se fai re, aussi, que, el<wt don 
1ie qu ' il elait un bm.e au acti f il uurait pu utiliser deux cachets Types l 
et IL 

(5) LE CAC HET TYPE 0.2 DE "FRANCA" 

Ce type de "FRANCA " a ete class ifi e sous type 0.2 pat' notre en, inent 
colllegue Mr. R.S. Blom field . 

En ce qui concerne la m uHiplic ite du type, ce cachet aussi a lla mem e 
co nd ition que liE cachet type IT de "DOPO LA PARTENZA ", decrit au nol3 
4. . Lui auss i, es t grave it la main , cha.que bu reau pos tal aus i avait le sien . 

Done ce qw'l j ' a i ecrit dan s la note pn~cedente peut b ien s' appliquer it 

ce ·cache t..· Ma is il est loujours Eion de savo ir que ce cachet est n,o ins rare 
qu e celui de "DOPO LA PARTENZA " . L 'Orienl Phil.atel ique ll ' a rappm-te 

(collect ion G. Gougas) 
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pllu sieurs fo is, elablissant son but et sa portee. a it1si que plu s: qu 'uiie dizai;ne 
d'enveloppes e t lettres portant ce cac.het ont ete reprciduits. - lVIais jama.is 
la ques tion d 'ex istmce de vnriete de types n '.avait ete abordee. 

(Fig. 5.A) (F ig. 5.B) 

Je suis heureux de pouvoi r l'eproduire ci-c:ontre une enveloppe_ portant 
le cach et "FRANCA" uinsi que deux ,autres varietes (Figs . 5.L\ et 5 .B) . 

La lettre a d es tination de l 'Allemagne esl postee du Caire le 8 Juin 
1873, affranchie de 2 pt. et de 20 pm-as en.ission 1872, so it : 2 1/2 piastres, 
l ' affranchissem en t est conforme a la Con venti ,on postHlle. L£ cach et "FRANC -\' ' 
indique que le pmt est paye jusqu 'a destination . 

(6) - VAHIETE DU 5 PIASTRES BOULAC EMISSION DE 1874 . 

.Je r ep rodui s ci-desso us, un t i1r .b re de 5 piaslres de !'emi ssion 1871 
(l3ouilac) , denlelure 12 1/ 2, pmtant um belle vari ete in connue ~l c~~ jour, 
pour mieux dire, non signalee encore clans cetle· Revue. 

(Fig. 6.A) (Fig . 6.B) 

Cette vt~t·i ete con si ste d 'ime ai1on.alie q ui affecle le p eti t cadre ren
f8l·m ant le chiffre " 5" 011 rhaut a l' a_rigle drnite de .la vi gnette . . l_~es lect.eur:s 
pomraienL le con stater clan s l'ag randissem ent photog t:aphi que (Fig. 6.B) la · 
l igne blanche de l' exter ieur du cadrE, ne f orm e p·as un anglle droit , m ais 
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eille es t dev iee sens iblemEnt vers l'inle rieut· clu cadre. Cette deviation a 
cau se UTie deformation au chi f ft:e "5" . Ains i quE l'on peul le rem arqner 
sur la fi gure 6.A, il est llifferent en rappod du ~l'O i s "5" LlU i sonl aux quatre 
co in s de la vignette. 

l!:n plus, exacten,ent au coin du cadre (mais is·oleJ, on disLing ue une 
petite tache blanche en form e de triangle. 

Pe rsonnellen·.ent, je croi t·ais p lutot a une anomalie constante, ·cae j'e 
1.1e [Jense pas qu 'il s·ag isse Et d ' un accident survenu au momen t du tirage 
au com·s du trava il d 'impress ion uf fecLant une seutle fe uille sans su i le, mais 
pllulot ~L un accidenl procluil sur le cli che meme 'pendant l' execulion de la 
iJ la:nc-h€. -

Je serais tre heurEux de recue ill ir i.L ce sujet taus rEnseignements et 
aimera.is coimaltre sj d 'aulres c·.Jillecli.onu eurs possedent cette variete . 

G. GOUGAS 

••• 

DEUX EXPOSIT·I:ONS PHILA TELIQUES A BEYROUTH 

Quelque etonnant q ue cela soit, il y a eu a Beyrouth , ces derniers 
temps, deux expos itions pli ilateli ques. J e ne d is pas que ce sont des 
ex posiLions in ternationales, ni meme des expositions importantes ; les 
promoteu rs eux-memes ne l'ont pas pretendu . Ce som des exposit ion s 
plutot modestes, mais c'est neanmoins qu elqu e chose d'interessant et 
c'est beaucoup par les perspecti,fes d'avenir que cela ouvre. 

L a premiere de ces expositions s'est tenue d u 9 au 16 Mai 1966, 
au Club des Employes de la Banque Misr - Liban , tou t pres de la P oste 
Centrale. Vous pensez bien qu 'en ma qualite de vieux philateliste 
j'a i couru pour assister a l'ouvertu re de cette •exposition ; je m 'y su is 
·meme rendu d eux autres fois pou r etre bien renseigne su r les partici
pations, de man ie1;e a pouvoir en rend re compte aux lec:teurs d e 

"L'Orient Philatelique". 
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Ce son t les membres de ce Club, qui sont d.es employes de la 
.Banque, jeunes ou' assez .i'eun esJ qui ont organise l'exposition, en se 
fa isant aider par u n ancien d'Egypte M. J acques V. An /ioury, actuel
lement titul-a·ire de 1a mai-son phila tel ique 1'Middl e East Stamps" Pl . 

Les partici.pants a l'exposition ont ete au nombre de 25, leurs 
cadres occu-pant les deux salles, assez· vastes du Club. Ce n 'est pas 
grand 'cJ1 ose, penserez-vous ; mais c'est quelque chose et, pou r un debut 
c'est promelteur. 

Comme cela est normal , les participations ont ete, en ·general , 
relativ'es au Liban , a la Syrie et aux autres pays du Proche-Orient. 
Tout naturellement, mon attention a ete attiree vers les cadre~ conte
nant des timbres d 'Egypte, au nombre de deux. De premier portait 
le nom de M. Aly Mohamed Aly E l Sallab ; il ne contenait que des 
timbres neufs, en general modernes. La seule chose classique etait un 
bloc de hui t bord de feu.ille du t imbre de 5 paras de 1874, contenant 
quatre t~te-becli e. Parmi ies modem es mon attention a ete attiree par 
une serie "Port-Fouad" en blocs de quatre remarquable, u n bloc de 
4 de la livre Fouad 1923 surcharge 100 m . et un bloc dr2 la livre Farouk 
Anniversaire avec controle, a insi que la paire des blocs-feuillets de 
!'Exposition de 1946. 

Le second cadl'le d 'Egypte, de Mme Fawzieh Aly Khalil , contenait 
la paire des blocs-feuillets J amboree, devenue rare. 

La principale participation libanaise a ete celle dt2 M. Ghazi Hassan 
Hibr i ; c'est .elle qui a o,btenu le premier prix. 

Une participation qui m 'a paru cun euse a ete celle die M. E lie 
Man n , relat ive a tous les t imbres des 42 pays qui en ont emis pour 12 
sauvetage d' Abou-Sembel. 

* * * 

La seconde exposition s'est ten11e du l er au 19 J.uin , dans les 
salons du "John Kennedy Cul tural Center", Rue Abdel Aziz, a Hamra. 
U t est le siege d'un "Stamp Cl~b: ' assez: ac:tifr et . assez prGsper€, dont 
les ·membres s€ r:eunissent tous. les merc.redis:·a 6 ·l1. p.m. C'etait, para1~-

(1) On sait la place que tenait au G::air,z M. AnhoU!ry. Eh bi,en, sa maison d P, 
Beyrouth a acquis encore plus d'importance , occupant un grand appartem ent 
ou meme deux au ler etage de l 'immeuble Salem, Rue du Patriarche Hoyek. 
C'est a voir. 
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il , la 3e;11e exposition organisee par ce Club. II y avait 19· participa
tions .d'amateurs et 3 de marchands. 

Bien entendu ici au_ssi ce qui a ete le plus expose ce sont de::, 
t imbres du Liban et du Moyen-Orient; il ni 'a semble que la meilleure 
participat ion du · .Liban a ete ceUe de M. Mardiros Bali_an qui, non 
SE:'ulement etait complete, mais en outre, les deux meilleurs timbres 
du Liban, les deux bleus de la Poste Aerienne, etaient presentes en 
blocs de quatre. Plusieurs amateurs ont expose des erreurs du Liban 
fort interessantes. M. Abdul Hamid Bull sali a expose des ti mbrlcs 
classktues d' Allemagne, M. Elie Dib des classiques de France et de 
Syr~e ainsi que la seri~e des Jeux Olympiques de Grece. 

Une participation relative a l'Egypte etait celle de M. H. Barsou
mian , qui contenait tous les timbres dits de Retour, la plupart en blocs. 
Des t imbres de la 2eme Emission et de la 3eme Emission - TaX'~ m'ont 
paru douteux. Une seconde participation, toujours relative a l'Egypte, 
etait celle du Prof. Jibrauil Jabbour qui a expose une Serie Centre brun 
dentelee et d 'autres varietes, interessantes. 

Ce qui m'a particulierement .paru remarquable a ete la participation 
hors-·concours du Dr. Topouskhan qui a exhibe des timbres turcs por
tant d'anciennes obliterations des pays detaches de l'Empire Ottoman : 
Liban , Syrie, Irak, Arabie; Palestine. Voila ce qui s'appelle collection
ner, et non pas seulement montrer des timbres qu'on a pu acheter a 
la Postte. 

Les prix decernes. ont ete nombreux, trop nombreux a mon avis , 
soit une douzaine. C'est pourquoi je trouve inutile de les mentionner. 

Ici aussi, M. Jacqtfe3 An houry a donne un coup de main et a 
offert des prix. 

Ce que je ne comprends pas c'esfi que, sauf erreur de ma part, la 
Presse de Beyrout/1 n'a pas parle de ces deux expositions, pour en 
rendn;; compte. Messi·eurs les chron1queurs philateliques ont d C1 consi
derer que cela n 'en valait pas la pl2ine. Tel n'est pas mon avis, car 
s'i.l est vrai que ces deux ex.positioll8 etaien t modestes, elles n'en sont 
pa~ moins symptomatiques et constituent des debuts qu'il faut certai
nement encourager. 

Le monde ne s'est pas fait en un jour. 

Gabriel Boulad. 
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MOR,E: ABOUT THE HOTEL POSTMARKS FROM EOYPT 

BY 

LARS ALUND. 

The very informative and valuable article by Mr. Jean Boulad d'Hu

mieres in No . 1'14 vf L.O .P. is of great interest to every tudent of. the postal 

markings of Egypt. I am sure that the author will not object to rr,y making 

som e addenda to his f ind ings , l7ased on i len.s in my vwn collection . 

I had collected Egyptian stamps for n.any yea rs when I started mak

ing a Ciloser study of the postmarks . As rr.y col!edivn of slamps g rew it be· 

came rr.ore difficult to get mi ssing items, at least at a reasonable price. 

Thus it becam e alniost inevitable th at I go~ Lo study also the n,a.ny various 

postm arks, especially as t h ere i~ st ill n.uch to J.,e done in th e field of study 
\ 

and besides many faidy rare postmarks ~an be bought rather cheaply, 

which g ives an extra flavo u r tv the hunt. 

As far as I can ren,ember , my interest in postmnr)~s ¥&s aroused 

just by t-he hotel postmarl<s. The-y are s imple tc detect becp,l.lfW .of the wJ).!:'d 

"Hotel " , u sually included in the text, and they alsv .form -~ lin,iled field 

of s tudy. Because of this I s~tarled putting aside all .:P~J,.l,lps, covers and 

postal stationary I found w ith these postmarks . Aft.~W having read Mr . 

Boulad 's article I have arranged rr.y matel' t:J) ~OO'Oribng to his (Ystem. 

Although my material is rather limited I haYe .-~~1 able l.o extend SOITle 

of the dates , n,entioned by M r. Boulad, and tll€>.1.:£~ are also some new items, 

noL previously recorded. 

It may be of interest to n)y fellow ~tJ.J..ti~)-ts to kn ow also the nurr,ber 

of Lhe various postmark in my collection _l! · this will facihtat.e lhe estima

tion of th e relative scar c ity of t hem. I jberefore include the number in 

the following table, in which I follow the nun-,bering of Mr. Bvulad. (Cfr. 

L.O.P. o. 1 ~4, p . 373 ff.) 
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.'< lw f;h.card's Hotel, Cairo . 

\u. Earliest Lnles l Number in coll. Remarks 

date 
-----

1.. 23 JA 92 25 MR QR 3 The latest s trike (25 J3f98) 
is of a sli g-htly differen t type 
lhan illus trated on page 375, 
having n o T after the date , 
only a Rom an figure. 

2. 0 
3;. 19 II 94 1 

4. 0 

5. 8 XI 02 5 Ill 06 13 

6. 0 

'7. . . X 10 . . II 22 16 

8. 31 MR 33 20. iO. 4\=l 6 The latest stt'ike ind icates 

the m onth in figures "10" 

and not in letters as· "OC". 

9. . . V 15 . . II 23 q 

iO and 11 . - 0 

Continenlal Hotel , Cairo . 

1. DE 95 

2. V 00 
3. 4 MR 08 
4. V 18 

9<L 
~)b. 

(8?) FE 00 

3 XI 08 

25 X 21 

2 T he pml<. ft'OlY1 F eb. 1900 is 
of a slightly d ifferent type 
than illus tra ted on page 37; 
wiU1 CAIRO in som ewh at 
lnrger letter ing and a dia
m eter of about 32 mm in
stead of 3 1. m m . H h as no T 
after t he da le , only a Rom an 

Il. 
8 
1 

3 
0 

No da•te leg ible but presum
ably from Hl31 as th e strike 
is on a 5 mills . value Of lhe 
1931 Ag r icultural Exhibition 



April .1966- January :1.967 L'ORIE NT PHILATELIQUE 605 

No. Earliest Latest Number in Remarks 
date coll. 

6. FE 35 8 J A 45 14 
7. . . 11 2 
8. 21 XI 28 1 
9. 1 No dale legible. 

Besides I have two postn.arks of a type , not previously recorded. It 
seems to be identical with the pos tm ark No. 6 be t'e above but with U1e word 
'Castl" included in the space below CAIRO. Unfor.tunately the elate h as 
fall en outside the two stumps. 

Mena Hou se Hotel. nr Cairo . 

1. 

Ghezireh Palace Hotel, Cairo . 

1. 18 XII 94 

Savoy Hmel, Cairo. 

1. 

2. i!J XI 01 
3. 
4. .. .. i1 

.. I 9'8 

4 I 08 

15 XII 12 

Tho s. CooM & Son Ltd. , Cairo. 

1. 15 XI 97 
2. 12 I 04 

30 IV 03 
23 lii 09 

1 No date leg ible. 

5 

0 
7 

0 
3 

10 
5 The latest · date is by al

most four yea t·s later th an 
previou sly recorded . 

3. 13 XII 10 3 V 13 3 
4. 
5. 19 VHI 47 
6. 

7. 17 I 35 
8. 8 VII 13 (7?) VIII 15 

0 
. 1 

0 
1 
2 The latest. date is m ore 

than four years later than 
previously recorded . It is 
stricken in violet colour. 
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No. Earliest Latest 
date 

9. No date legible. 

iO. 3L OC 33 

Semiramzs Hotel, Cairo. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4 Ill 07 

8 11 iO 

Number 

H eliopoli.s Palace and Nile Hilt on. 

None. 

Luxor Hotel , Lu.ror. 

1. i6 II 00 
2. No date legible i6 Ill 09 

TVinler Palace Hotel , Lu.ror. 

i. 28 XII 07 

') 29 . 1. 11 '-• 

in col i. Remar-ks 

2 

2 

.w.-·- ·-·----- - ---

One of these two pmks 
must be from i93i or later 
as i t is stricken on a 15 

mills stamp of the 1931 
Agricultural Exhibition is
sue. It is in violet colour. 

Earlier 
corded, 
colour. 

than previousl.y re
stric.ken in blue 

i Earlier than previ0usly re· 
corded. 

0 
i 

i 
5 The latest dale is later than 

previously recorded. 

i Later than previously re
corded. 

2 

3. 29 XII H 8 Ill 12 2 

4. 

5. H I 2(3?) 

6-7 . 

Cataract ll otel, Aswan. 

i No date legible. In blua 
colour. 

24 XII 28 7 
0 

9 Later th,an previ-ou sly re
Gordt d. 
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No. Earl iest 

1 25 X J05 

2. 15 FE 22 
3. (22?) FE 30 

La lest 

date 

Number in col!. R emarl<s 

3 lii 14 

24 FE 23 

---- - ------------
9 Three copies, posL:tnarked in 

i909, 1912 and 1914, are 
str icken .in blue colour. 
Some of the pmh:s have a 
"T'' after the date, not 
illustrated on page 386. 

3 
1 

Savoy Hotel, Aswan. 

i. 

2. 
7 Ill 04 Z7 Ill 04 

. . XII 12 
9 
1 In blue colour. 

San Stefano Hotel, nr Alexandria. 

t . . ... 95 
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Simon Arzt, Port Said. 
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3 The prrJz from 1 93!1 is 

sl ricl<en in violet, colour and 
is besides of an earlier date 
than previously recorded. 
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PLATE FLAWS AND REr.fOUGHES OF EGYPT, 

with corr.ments on the ir ·catwl'Dguing and pric ing. 

P eter A. S. Smith 

<\ variety ·of interesting plwte flaws are to bEJ fou nd on Egyptian stamps, 
from the first issue right up to the modem UAR issues, and there is a small 
numb'er of even more interesting mtouches . Onl.y a part of these var ieties 
are lri ~l~d in the Zeheri oatalog (1960 edition), and some of those listed m·e 
not p:i·iced. rrhese notes are wri•Uen for the purpose of excunining the 
criteria for accepting such varieties for li sLing : when is a vaniety important 
enough to be mentioned in a speciaJlized catalog ? how can a fair value bE 
est imated ? ·<H·e lhHe any sig nifican t varieties that ha.ve been overlooked 
in Lhe ccdalogs? The answer to the last. q LlesLion is "yes"; Lhe f irst iwo 
qUEs tions t' eC[ Lltre discllSsion. 

W e should first consider the distinctions! between flaws and 
i·etouches. Flaws result from damage to th e printing su rfa ce, before 
c1· during prinling, and from facullLy technique in 1·eproducing the design itJ 

make th e plate. R etouches result from efforts to correct or eradicate 
the flaws. Flaws may be of microscopic dimensions (and are t h en 
obviously not of general philatelic interest ) and of all s izes up to quite 
large - several millimeters across. When a flaw is prominent enough, 
it may be not iced by the printer or Pose Office officials. If' ~t is consi
dered serious enough to be unacceptable, t here are in general three 
alternatives : repair t he faulty part of t he plate; replace the faulty 
subj•ect on the plate; or destroy the plate and prepare a fresh one. 
Repair is n ot always feasible, but if it is elected in thel case of lith o
graphic or photogravure plates, the result is retouching. Retouching 
is thus especially significan t, for it indicates that a plate flaw has 
received official atten tion, and not just philatelic notice. It is especially 
interesting in cases where stamps can be found, printed from the same 
plate before and after retouching , but such cases are very few. The 
only one that I can r ecall among Egyptian stamps is on the 4 mill. 
green "mosqu e lantern" of 1958, on w hich a spot of calor on t he Arabic 
v.ailue lablet transformed ~ into t . and was later touched out , leaving 
a sm all w hite al'ea (Se-E L'Or ient Ph illalel ique, No. 10'7 July, 1962, p. 93) . 

ErTors are di stinguished from pJa,te fl aws (retouched or not) b\Y the 
facl lhal the\Y are .human mistakes, rather th an acciden tal results of poor 
technique. Examples an th e 5 P.T. wit,h 'Overprint of the P.T. Of i 8G7 
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lhe "extra charader" varieties of 'th e 10 pa l'a and 1. P.'l' . Of 1.867, and lha 
" 1493" en·or on th e ovet'pl'in led Princess l' erial stamp. The intrinsic iu
leres l in such tme en ors is cons id etabl y greater ~than in s iJT.ple plate flaws, 
but this article is conce m ecl 'Only w ith the I] a Iter. 

Two fudhee l<inds of val' iety should be dis tinguished from the tr ue 
plate flaw s : t t"a ns ien L effects due to did , ·eraps of paper, etc., adheeing 
r ilhe l' lo the papel' lo ])e pl'inted on or to th e plate , or t·o incomplete inkin g 
of th e plate, and g l' adual effec ts resulting eitll er frotr , wear of the plat-e 
o1· ft·om ac-cumula ti on of ink Ct'u s ts. Varie ti es d ue to temporary effects nt·e 
in general without ph ilatellic importan cE; th ey indicate no intrinsic pro
perly 'Of lhe pla te, ancl are not "constant" Fllaws clue to pleats in t he papf r 
("accord eon '_' var ieties ). also bellong ·in thi s ·c-ategory. Gradual effects have 
a .litlle more. ph~latE l i c inte l'est , bu t in general only when they have rea~hed 

an ext l'eme stage of devel·opment, such us the variEly "no stop between P 
and E " on the 1 P. '1'. of .1866 (ink cru ls)' and lhE. variely "white obe'lisk" 
on the 20 pam of J86D (worn pla te) . However , in th e case of m ost cotintries, 
s tamps printed fl'Om worn or di rly pl a tes al'E. valued mu ch less than che 
noemal s lamp , rathet' Lhan m m·e (f0r examplle, the early s tamps of Mau
riti us and GreecE ). The cus tom of plac ing a pl'emium on such vm,ielies of 
Egypt i Egypt is lhus open to question. 

In c'Onsidering value, and lhus scarcity, one JT,us t bear in mind t hat 
a g iven flaw tr.ay o·ccur -on every sheet prin ted from th e plate concern ed 
(if the flaw arose before pl'inting began), or 'Only on sheets f eom lute pr in

tings (if the flaw a rose dming printii1g) . With typographecl s tamps (Egypt 
1.866 and 1'872 to 19211, in patt), cl g iven flaw is to be expected on only one 
plate in cases where several w ere used, Li Lh ogTaphed stan,ps may be f0und 
\vi th the same fl aw on sheets pri n,tecl fr om different plates (stones ), in 
cases w here sevnall lithographi c stones wete Jr ,acle ·up from imptessions 
of one- typographic plate (20 para 1872). Ph0togravme stamps · may sh ow 
the smr.e flaw on different plates for .a simila r· reason ; several plates (cy
linders) may be pt·epared feom the sa1r,e multiposilive, and any flaws in 
it will thus be r ept oducecl on every plate. 

'l' he imp·orta nce of a fl aw is obv iously proportional to its size, but 
it is also ver\)' mu ch affected by \Nhere on the stamp the fl aw occuts and 
by the general quality of 'the printing of the particular issue. A very SlT,all 
flaw may be considered rirn portant or offi cia lly objecti'Onable if it ·changes 
the sense of an inscrip tion (f or exatT,ple, Hl25 for 1929, resulting from -n. 
b r eak in ,the 9, 'On the 13 mill. Aeronautical Congress s tamp) . A blob of 
color on the end or a tul er 's nose is a tr.ore im portant f la\ov than a similar 
one ooom:ring ,jn the backgl'ouncl shading. Arabic is n0tm iously suscept ible 
to alterntion by small flaw s, ow ing to the abundance of dots in th e alph abet. 
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On well' printed s tamps (n early nll Egyptian s la1r.ps since 1879), fl aws are 
S•O unCOll111100 that even a SlY.all one wltracts Cl. llention , but in ·ceudelly print
ed stam ps (such as the 'rhit·d Issue of Egyp t), nearly every s tamp m ay 
show some sort of flaw , and only the vet·y large ones are not iced. T.h e 
defi niti on Of an exac•t criterion for giving a plnte fla\v catal og s talu s is 
c.: learl y not a t r ivi al matter . 

Fot· conveni ence, Egyptian s lan.ps can be div ided inlo two groups : 
the class ic period up to 1879, and the modern peri od fw m 1'879. W e 1r .-ay 
th en perhnps es tabli sh som e such Cl'i ler ia_ as th e foll owing 

1 ~ A flaw allet·s the sense of an inscription (bolh groups ) : 

2) a fl aw JY.nrkedly alter s th e appearance of n. f ace (both groups, if we 
incli.1de th e sphinx 's fa ce, but the interpretat ion of "markedly" will 
have to be m ore stri ct for the stan.ps of th e clnss ic period) ; 

s: A fl aw covers an m·ea as lnrge as a circle 1 mn· .. in d iameter (class ic 
peri od ) -or 0.5 11111' •. (m odern period) ; 

4) Fram e-l ine flaw s - oth er lhan lhose auto1r .ali cally covered by 3) - : 
a . .a flaw l)l'ean s com pil e tely through a th ick fran·.e line ; b. a fl aw 
oblitera tes 11 " medium" fraJY.e line for at lenst 1 mm. v f length ; 
c. a fl aw obliterates a thin fran·.e line (e .g ., •those of the 1866 issue) 
for two-Lhird s or a side or m ore; d. a fr·ame lin e is bent out of lin e by 
as muc-h ns 0.5 mm. 

3) A corner of the des ign •is chan,f ered (biluntEd Ol' broken off) by as mu ch 
as t mm . n .easured on the diagonal. 

If any of these criteria is fulfill ed , w e n.ay considel' lhe variety as m erit
ing calalog li sting , provided that •th e variety is cons tant. Ther e are in
evitably go ing to be bmderline CaSeS, wilh these Or any other CL'irteri a; then 
common sense and personal taste n.ust decide. These crit-eria should never
theless be reasGnabily w orl-: abl e. 

The value of a p]a,te vaniety is not si1r.pl e lo assess, f or it depends 
not only on scarcity, but also on popularity, hvw w ell and for how long 
lhe vari ety is !m own , how eas ily it is d escribed , and wh~her th e varie ty 
ha s already ach ieved oatal'Og li sLing . To beg in w ith , the;- size of the sheet 
in which •th e va ri ety occurs provid es a minrmtm, sca rci_ty f actor . Egyptian 

La.rr,ps w ere printed ,jn sheets of 200 up to 1879 , in sheeLs of 240 up to 1914, 
and thereafter in variou s sized sheets aocording· •to the s ize and f ace value 
of the stamp. Fo r the mn.j or ity of non-cmr.memorative stamps, more 'than 
one plate w as used . A scarcity f actoe of 200 : 1 for nineteen th cent m y 
s tmr .ps is thu s -a minimum. Valu e, however,_ is not cl irec tl.y proportional --to 
sc.arci•ty by any men.n s ; pr-oporti onality to th e squn.re root of th e scarcity 
agrees better with ac tuail market values, as a first -approxi rr • .ation. Thexe-
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fo.re, if scarcity \Vfrt'e the only factor (whi-ch it never is) , plate varieties of 
n ineteEnth c.enhmy stamps would be wol'Lh at least i4 ti1r.es the value of 
a normal sta1r.p. Thi s should apply tG such :;tamps as the "cleft pyramid" 
var ieties Of the 2 ! P .rr. s tamps of 187'1-79, and the "part 'Of overprint mds
sing" variehes Of. U1e 5 para and 20 para stamps of 1'866 (for these statr.ps 
onl y one plate is kno-vvn lo have been used). \iVhere more than one plate 
was used , the f actor rr.ust be proportionately la1:ger ; i·t then depends not 
only on how nw ny plales were used, but also 'On how much use was 1r.ade 
of the plate with rthe vari ety. The "brol<en obelisk" flaw on the :l P.T . •Jf 
·1867 is an exmr .p1e of such a situation ; the var iety 1is quite rare, in spite of 
!he commonness of 'the nonr ,al s tamp, since many plates were used. 

Two other f ac tors act to reduce the value of plate vari eties to less 
lhan their relative sca rc ity Jr,ight warrant. The most important ris that the 
num ber of collec tors who col:lect plate vari Eties is far smaller th an the num ber 
\vho collect only normal tamps. The other L1ctor is •tha t slarr.ps that aee 
a.l ready valuable-- as nonr.al vm·ieties do not have their value mulbiplied hy 
as large a factor as do cheaper stam.ps; thera is a lin1i.t to the size of the 
premium for a flaw. Thus it is that the difference in price between used 
and unu sed may not be very great for a sca r-ce plate variety, even though 
thet·e is a big difference for the normal stamp. All things taken together, 
R fa ctor of f ive 't imes the pr ice of the nom·,al stamp seems reasonable for 
those varieties lhat occur 'Once in 200 and are not priced more than £ 10 

as nonr,als. 

W e can now take up the more inter esting subj eot of what catalogable 
plate varieties are not yel li s ted in Zeheri (i .e ., the 1960 edition). I shall 
take up t he issues in chronological Ot'der from 1866, except for hvo stan-,ps 
- the 1 P.T. 1866 and 20 para 1'872 - w hich l1ave such a larg-e number of 
maj or fihnvs that lhey req uire separate di scussion (to come at the end). 

The fir st unlisted variety to men bion is a retouch, found on the 5 para 
of 1866 on s tamp no. 8 of the top row. It w as f irst reported by A. J . Sefi 
in the Philatelic J'Omnal Of Great Britain in 1932 (p. 40).) rrhis retouch 
involves the upper r ight portion of the upper left flower ornarr,ent, and 
consists of a n irregular colored blotch made by painting or stippling on 
Lhe lithographic s tone (Fig. 1). As can be seen, it is quite prominent. An 
exan.ple was illustrated in the c.atalog of ~he Byam sale (lot 226). It was 
valued at £ 10, but did not sell , as bidding u•iu not reach the reserve, pre
sumably owing to the fact that rthe variety \vns little known and not cat
alogu ed. Neverlheless, a catalog value of about £ 10 would seem appt'O
priate, considering Lhe scar·city, the value of •the norn·,al stamp (£ 2), and 
the change in price levels since the Bymn sale. Presumably this retouoh 
also exists with uprigh t waterrr.arl<, but it has not been reporled (an ex

ample might very well be unique !). 



A.pril 1966- January 1967 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 

,.-~~-~ 

I 
j: 
I~-

! i.; ~ . ; •• 

Fig. 1 

613 

'l' he iO para of 1866 ha s no li sted plate va t·iet ies, but I kpow of one 
really pron,inent unlis ted one. It consists of an extra, circular char.ader 
("khams" or "h eh") in the upper ri ght corner of the black 'Overprint (Fig. 
2) . One of the Exam ples shown is on an unwate nr,arked proof , the other 
on an uni ssued stamp, so it is ev idenlily constant.; it is posilion · No. 6~ 

on the s•hee l. 'l'he fitmness and rEgulari ty 'Of the variety strong 
ly suggest that it is a true error, and not just u plate flaw. A catalog value 
of £ 1':5-20 woutld seem pt·oper, inasmuch as th e variEly occurs only once 
m a sheet of 200. 

,Fig. 2 

The 20 para of 1866 has two li s led pla le varieties of lhe overprint 
(Zeheri 3b, g), und I know of no ·other lhat unqu est ionably deserves listing . 
However, no . 7\J on the sheet has a broken upper left comer , and !T.ay 
perhaps quali fy . There are , of COU t'SE), ma1~ y m in·ur flaws on the- l:ifw; · pa\· t 
of the slarr.p , whi ch enable each stamp to be plated. 

The 5 P. T . of 1866 exhibits one repealed f law, th e. '.'b roken '5", al 
ready li sted (Zeheri 6b) . This vatiety is not scmce, as it ~s one of the ten 
transfer types, and thu s occurs t"renty times in euch sheEL. u· is presumably 
an oversight that this variety tis not listed in the in.perforate s late as well , 

,_.. 
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however (as , indeed, it is listed f m the 10 P.T . overprin[. error on 5 P.T. , 

Zehet·i 6bb , dd , ff). 

The 10 P. T. of 1866 exh ibits ·what are p t·obably retouches on stamps 
of tr;1n sfer Type J, but they at·e small , and n ot ·worthy of calalog list ing . 
.-\ "large vvhile flaw " has b een men tioned on a pro·of (Byam sale, lot 33ft), 
but J have nol seen it, cannot describe it, and clo not know if it is constant. 
There are, 0f co urse, many small fla\YS on this starr1p, both in the buck
ground and the overprint, but I know of none L}-;u[ reach es any of the criter ict 
fo r cnlalog r ecogn i t.iou. 

The stan1ps of the 1867-\) iss ue display a nCtmber of varieti es b eyond 
those listed in L'.; eh eri, but m os t of them do not n,eet the cr iteria for li st ing. 
Sorr.e of them are described in Byam's stu d:v of this issue (see 1/0. P ., 
N~ . Llli, J an., 1965) . A variety n·ol mentioned i! J lhat s tudy. is the "cartwhel" 
flaw un the _20 pam 1869, fir st reported by A. J. Sefi in P. J. G. B. in 
l'f £ 15-20 wo uld seem proper, inasmuch as Lit e var ie ty undoubtedly occ urs 
1933 (p. 185). An example -vvas illustrated iu lhe catalog of the Dya1r. sa le 
(lot z!Ll8); a lthough slightly clamag"'ed ,· it was valued ·at £ i2, but bidd ing 
d id not exceed £ 6.10.0. lt is an especially curious Lype of paw, and I 
c0nsider it definitely worthy of catalog s la l us. HO\;<.revet·, i t sho~1lcl be 
noted that there m e t,,.o Yet·y s im ilar varie ti es (Figs . 3 and /1) ; the most 
pronounced is on a Type I stamp. T he fa in ter vari ety is ori a Type Ill 
s tamp , and is not as appealing as lhe prono un ced 0ne origina lly l'epol'iecl , 
a nd w oul d not command as good a price. 

Fig. 3 Fig. 4 

A s imilar type of variely on the 2 p. t. of 1'867 ,js sh own in Fig. 5; 
it cons is ls of a " wo rm track" des ign in th e Lop insctiplion pan ~l, above 
":_.r-"'-A . If it is constanl, it ce da inly dese rves listing, as it is even la1'ger 
th m':l lhe carwheEil , but unfortunately I have seen only ' one cdp.y: · Pe1'haps 
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t·eaders can repod others to the Edi·tor . Anolli er in te r·esting variely on th8 
2 p. t. is a large, firm , exlra dot at the lefl-lwnd end of the bottom in
sniption (Fig. 6). I have see n it only on lll e r,ad-pel'forated blockililustrat
ed , and on a norma:[ stamp. 

Fig. 5 Fig . 6 

The i p. t. Of 1'i367 , f or wliich several prinliug s tones were u sed, 
displays several flaws in addition to lh e ull' eacly li sted "b roken obelisk" 
(Zeheri Jla) Lhut perhaps quallify fot· listing. One of these m ay 
bt cailled lhe talll " vari ety; a while fl aw in the lO\Yer left value tablet has 
lhe ef f ect of exlend ing the numeral up to th e lvp of tl1e tablet (Fig. 7b). 
It is constant, and is found on a T ype JI sla111 p on S lone D or· E . Another 
\·a ri ety co nsists Of a r·oughl y oval while area , about i x i } JY.ITI., on the 
gTound in front of th e sph inx; it appears on a T ype lii stamp of ·:Stone D 
ul' E (Fig . 7d ) . Another whi le fl aw, w hi ch gives a parti cularly striking 
irnpress ion , c·onsis ts of a circ ular d isk about 1 m1r. . in diameter in t_h.e ·sh ad
ing lo lhe upper ri g!Jt of th e py mmid (Fi g . 'Ta); it could be ver.y fi.thn giy 
described as '·n,oon over the pyramid' ' . I have seen it on two copi_es of a 
Type II stamp from Stone X. Th ere are also many colored fi1nvs on the 1 
p.· t., Jr,ost of them quite small. The most inl eresting of these are stamps 
uo. 4i and 75 of Stone D or E. No. H has a prominent spur attached to the 
top of th e letler J in ,th e lower panel, making it read _\,_ Y' instead 
of . -1>-IJ ("muahad" instead of "wahad " ) ; i ~ is a Ty11e I sta tr1p. (Flig. 
7c). No. '75 has a very heavy spot of calor immediatel.y above the left-hand 

charaCt·E r Of the top . labe!l , m aking ,it read ;;_:; J"" ' instead of ~.J"a• 
·("masr:any " instead of "masry"). The dot is a1 least twice as heav~ as ·any 
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of the normal clo ts of the insc rip tion. Although both these variehes satisfy 
criterion 1, there tr,ay be some cl isag t· eement os ,[.o whether they merit cat
alog listing. 

Fig. 7 

The 1872-5 issue is ·chcu·acterizecl by vet· .~, many fla ws indeed, ansmg 
from the fact that these stamps wel'lo printed hotr, soft lead stereos. The 
com tr,onesl type ·of flcnv shows as w h ite areas, w hich may m·ise either from 
difficulties in casting ,[he sLereos , ot· f i'O m subsequent dan,age to them. The 
next cotmr,onesL type cons ists 'Of di s lodi ons of the outer frame lines , which 
n1ay be eithet' nicJ;;ed, gouged , bent , or brol.:.l~ '1 right through (see cr iteria 
4 and 5). 

The 5 para of 1872 ,is listed wi lh chtm, fered cornet at l'Ower 1·ight 
(Zeheri l4e) , but there are other catalogable varieties (Figs. 8 and 9) : J,, 
bottom frame rup Lm ed below EHEDE UIE (Fig . !:le) ; II, a spectacular variety 

\ christened "t.he Colonel Blimp" flaw by Dr. Byam involves the m outh area 
of the. sphinx in the form of a large, white n .o ustache (Fig. '8d); Ill,. a hot-
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li e-sh aped whil e fl aw on lhe pyl'nmid side r;r ·the sphinx's w 1g (Fig . 9c ) ; 
JV , an it-rEgular w hite a t·ea lh <lt isolates the sp.h inx's left paw (F ig . 9d); 
V, f ram e ben t in at lower r· ight and b w ken thPough at the corner (Fig. 8b ); 
VI, a w hite fl aw to lhe left of the upper leH o, n.uch lil;;e the fl aw listed 
for the 1 p. •t (Zeheri n e, i) (F ig. 9a) ; VIT, left fram e gouged near top 
(F ig . 8a). In addition, at least t\VO stereos have r ounded upper lefL cm·n ers 
(bu t I do not believe the effec t is g reat enough to w u. rTant catalog listing), 
and one stereo shows moJ:e than a dozen whi te spots, some of th e1T1 down 
the edge of th e py l'amid , and smT,e of them on the sphinx's face, af fecting 
both eyes so as lo give the appearance ·of a "bl ind sphi nx" (Fig. 9b) . Al
though in t his case no single white spot meels the cri teria for listing, the 
aggregate effect is str il<ing enough to w anu.nt. J,istin g. lf the variety now 
listed as 14e is L·o be reta ined , most if not .:ll l of the foregoing varieties 
should be listed as well. They are presun,al·ll y all of equal scarcity, and 
should be pr iced about the same. 

Fig. 8 

1) R ecognized p late flaws: I, 1''1ipturect, bottom frame line; H ---- ; etc .. 
The need for some such system will become even mo:re apparen t when we 
come to the 20 para value. 
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' . I ... . 

L. -~---- . - -- - . 

Fig. 9 

Before going on to consider H1e other values of this issue, we should 
take up the prob•lem of ho\v to list. so many varieties fot· one stan.p. It is 
perhaps impractical to assign a separaLe nmr.ber to each one; certainly i t 
would take up a lot of space t~o do so . However, since the varieties are 
all of the same value, a poss ible solution would be to assign but one number 
(fol' each perfvralion) to the category "n,ajor plate flaw", with a footnote 
in which each recognized major flaw is given a roman numeral and an 
identifying description in sn.all 'type. H would be wonderful to have an 
illust.ration of each Haw, buL the wsl might be too great. The listing might 
look Eke this : 

Lltf major plate flaw\ perf. 12} x i3t 
!H majort plate flaw\ perf. i31( 

£ E 10 :=--, 

i2 () 

The iO para value of 'L872 is already listed with two plate varieties : 
the sphinx \vithout mouth, and flaw on pyramid. There are several n~ore 
well defined white flaws on thi s stamp, but. I lmow of on ly one that oleady 
meets one of the criteria for li sting . A neal'ly 3 mm. white cirCile to the 
right of the pyramid gives th e appearance of a sett ing sun (Fig. 10). Un
fortunately, I am not sure that irt 1is constant; can any reader confirm it ? 
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Fig. 10 

Ten1porarily passing O\-er lhe 20 para Yal ue, we come to the 1 p . t., 
w lli ~h is at present li s ted w it11 one whi te flaw- nnd with var ious chan1fered 
ro t' ners. Sevet·al n, o t· e va ri et ies deserve lis ting, lwwever : J, f rame depressed 
and broken neai: T of P iaslra (Fig. l Jd); II , w hite flaw at base of pyramid, 
cenL~ t (fig . li b) ; HI ·while flaw joining ·lower lefL crescent and star (F ig. 
Un ); nr; frame lin e pi1 shed outwards and thi ckened to Jeft of ui)per lefL 
nuri1era! (Fi g·. J 1c) . Of J, JII and IV , I have seen on ly one exau,ple, but 
tlley m;e so cleariy def in ed t11a t 'there is l ittl e doubt that they are constant . 

'· Fig. 11 
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On e exa mple of JI is in my coll ecli.on, and John Gi lbert has sh ow n rr. e two 
others . F or this s lamp, I suggest that Zeher i nmr,bers 17a, b , c, g , h , i be 
combined to f orm only two nun .bers, one each for the m ajor plate fl aws 
of each ped·oraLi on , ·w ith an exp lanatory footno te, as suggested for the 5 
paw. Furlher numbers 1r,ay be r equ ired if any of these flaw s should also 
be found on the li th ographs (so far , I am not aware of •them ). Before leav
ing thi s value, w e should a lso tal<e nole of Llle ex•istence of sever C\Jl fl avvs 
t hat f all in Lhe ·letlet' ing of the bolton, p anel. Although these flaw s are 
themselves small, they appear la rge w hen lhey join th e ·white areas of 
ad ja·c.ent letlers, and ure lhu s vel'y not iceable. Allth ough the.y com e closE 
to 1r,eeti ng cr iten on 1, I am not conv inced lh;1t they r eall.y m eri t catalog 
list•ing . 

The 2 p . t. of lt!72 is l isted wit hout any plate fl aws, and I know of 
none. · Som e flaw s may nevedh eless ex ist, f or the yel!o·w color makes it very 
h'ard to notice such details. 

The 2?f p. t.. is also li s led without fl aws. There are, how ever, 1Y1any 
plate flaws on lh is s tamp , alth ough they are .111 r elatively sm all , and do not 
m e1;il listing . The m ost p rom inmt of l•hem is an jrregull.ar , narrow gash 
down the middle of the shaded s icl e of the py l'am icl . 

Fig. 12 
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Tlie 5 p . t. of 1872 is li sted with semi cit·cula r reen tran t in the f r am <J 
line (Zeheri 20b, f; see also L.O.P ., No. 107, Ju Ly, 1962, p . 69) in both pe r
f~J rat i on s , and \:v ith b t·oken pyramid in only une per-fora tio n. As this f! avv 
m us t su rely exist i n both ped ora ti ons, it w ould seem proper to lis·t it b oth 
w ays , w ith price orr.i ttecl for tb e pe l'forati on not yet r ecordEd . 

The .1 874 -5 s tam ps, being pr inted from new pilales . are ctldr
acteri zed by a qu ite di f feren t se t of fl aw s . Sen, ici rculur reentran ts in the 
fra me l ines a re m uch m orE vv icl espread. No plale vari et ies are .ye t listed 
for the 5 para valu e, soJr ,ewhat surpr-isingly, but it ex is ts with r eenlran t 
fr-a me (left or bottom, see F ig . 12) , and wi th r ee tJ tran t aL uppel' ri g h t an d 
cham fered corn er ut U]1per lef t on the sa1r,e s ta!ll p (F ig . 12) . T h ese va ri eties 
exist in both perf ora ti ons, of course . 

T h e 10 para va lue p rovides a nice sel8clio n of broken fr am e lines 
(Fig. 13), two examples of reentrant fran,e lines (F ig·. 14, 15b ), and a 
chamfered com er (low er r ight ; F ig . 1'3a ) . T he ZO para comes w ith a pro
JT,inen t egg-sh aped fla w near .the upper left (Fig . J5c) , and w ith charnf el'ed 
corner (F ig . 15d) ; here aga in, the varieties exist in both perfora tions. 

I 
I 
I· 
! 

Fig. 13 

T h e 1 p . t ., f or which several plates or se th ugs w ere u sed , is already 
l!is led w ith sem ic ircula r reentran t in the frame, but strangely, only for one 
perforation . T h ere are ac tua ll y m any di f ferent ster eos wilh r.eentnmts, 
alLhough all of them a re quite scat·ce. A pa t·,li cula rly nice variety cons ists 
of two r eentrants on the sam e stamp - one at the b otto m, one at rthe right 
(Fig . 16d). This var.iEty shoulld be li sted separa tely, wi th an extra prem ium . 
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Fig. 14 

. ; 
••• p- ---·---~--·........o l 
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The cause of the reentrants, ·carelessness witl1 a tool u~ed lo adjust the 
posi li on of th e stereos in the printing fram e, m. ay also be the cause of com
plete breaks in t he fran.e line. F ive diffe rent ins l.anees of this resul t are 
~ hown in Fig . 16c and 17. The example in F ig . 17b is at pJs ition or No . 2 in 
the sheet. 'l' hat in 17c does not show in tho photograph as clear-ly as i t 
rni ght; the break is be low IZ of EGJZIANE. Thi s type of Haw, which is 
found in both pel'fo rati ons, is not listed in :he 1960 Zeheri. A prominent 
intern a l flaw, no t yet li sted, gives the appearan ce Of a sunse t in the center 
between the top pane l and the fr alY.e line (Fi;·. 16a) . 

- . 

t 

Fig. 16 

Because t he print ing techniq ue was excep ti onally poor on the 1 p. t., 
r erhaps owing to poor ink qu ality, it is ve r:v di f ficult lo dis tinguish r eal, 
constant plate varieties from t ri via l, transient effeds, especial ly in the f oem 
of extm areas of -colol'. In 'this category are two vari etie:: known for some 
tirr.e : Y for T in PIASTRA (FIG . 16b) and I for T. These varieties are 
avid ly collected , so I suppose they shoul d be -catalogued, but I am not 
convinced of their significance. There are acLuall y many other sim ilar 
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vm·ieti es affecting the lette ring, IJuL betfer ev idence that tl1 ey are hue, con
slant plate vari eti es is needed. 

Fig. 17 

The 2 p .t. and 5 p.t. of J874 serm, lo be re latively free of plate flaws; 
a broken frame is listed for the 2 p . 't., and I have seen a copy with a 
si ightly chamfered UJ1per left comer (too small to walTant 'li sting) . The 2} 
fJ. t. , hO\Never , has a mm,ber of interesti ng fl aws, the best of which ara 
already listed : the cleft pyramid on slamp no. 'l in lhe sheet, and semicircu
lar reen ll·ants in th e fr an,e li ne. There me ! 1.vo fo rm s of the latter : one, 
p l'onoun·ce cl , at lhe bollom beneath E 1\ , and one at the right, over R, rath~r 
shall ow (no. 101 on lhe sheet) (Fig . J8) . The teentrant on no. 101 is of 
exceptional interest , in asmu ch as it ha s been :oho wn to result from substitu
tion of one s tereo f or another at lhe neighboring pos ili on (no. 102) . This 
i :; the onl y establ ish ed exan.pl e Of substitution of a stereo in the 'l'hircl 
Is u e, although it is not unlik ely that Lhere are othm· 1instances of the pheno
m enon. The va ri ety thus does not occur on all sh eels of [,h E 2-} p. t. 'fh e 
dam age to the r ight-hand frame line of sta1r,p no. 101 apparently occurred 
wh en a loo! was used lo replace the stereo to !.he right of it, which in the 
or igi nal state h ad a bl·ol;;en bolton. fram e li ne (Fig. iD), a variety itself 
prominent enough to m erit listing, In addition, ther e are several .constant 
flaws in 'the f orn, Of vv hite spots not quite big enough to w arrant ii sting, 
and there is a listab le vuriely wilh h ig.h iy inegular frame line at the right 
bottom (mig . 19). 
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Fig 18 

1 
-

Fig. 19 

The i87D pi'Ovis ional surcharges on th e 2-~ p. t . show the san1e flaws 
as 'the original slamp ; sheets in both slates v-;er e surcharged, so that ~he 
reentrant on no. LOL and the broken frame on no. 102 can both be found, 
and should both be I isted, for both surcllat·ge v:llues (presumably in both 
pel'fm-ations , but I cannot confirm ~thi s) . 

The stamps printed by De La Ru e from 1879 onwards are a great 
contrast in quality, -and even very small plate vur·ieties m·e almost unknown . 
A flaw affecting the botLom Arabi c in sct·ipti on on tb e 5 para is .already 
1 i steel. A similar fl aw occurs on the P Of P ARA on the 20 para rose · (Fig. 
20d), but I bave seen onl,y one copy (courtesy of Peter Feltus), and know 
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neithet' if it is constant nor if it may be f ounrl on the 20 para blue. Two 
small flaws affecting t.he Arabic numeral of the 2 p.t. orange-brown 
(Fig . 20a,b) 'wer e shown lo me by Gerald lhnton several years ago. A 

copy of the 5 miJ1ls of 18'88 exists with c'Olor obliterating the loop of the P 
of POSTES (Fig. 20c). I do not l\now if any of these varieties is constant, 
and it would be inteL"est ing to hea L" if any reader has exan,ples. 

·---·- ·- ···-- ··- ···--·] 

i 

I 

Fig. 20 

The fi t·sl phologntvme issue , that w ith effigy or King F uad, pl'in ted 
by Harr is·on and Sons in 1928-5. is an exceptionally interesting one f rom the 
,; tanclpoint of pla·le flaw s and L"elouches . A number of each are !mown that 
at·e far mot·e pL"on,inenl than such minor pl.ale vari eties as the Hawed value 
tablet of the 1 mill. of 192'1-2 li sted in Zeheri , and ' the major 'Ones should 
sm ely be •li sted. However, because there are severa.l types Of variety known 
for ead1 value, a method of listing similar to i:h3Jt suggested for the Third 
Issue flaws n,ight be necessary. Some Of the varieties are quite nne, 
however, and others are fairly common . Most of them have been described 
and illustra;ted before (L.O.P., July, 1950, p . 'i05 ff.) . Exan,ples of a major 
retonch and of CL spectacular pla te flaw ("dagger in the throat") of the 20 
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m ill. are shown in Fig . 21; both are c·onstant. (Unfortunately, this stamp 
pholog l'aphs ve t·y dark , and the gl'eat p1 ·omin~mce of the "dagger" f la-....v is 
not pl'operly shown). Generally speaking, pl ate fl avvs are con,moner than 
th e ret·ouch es; m any of th e for mer derive ft om the n ,ultiposit.i ve, and are 
lhus repeated once on every plate, w hereas flnws and r etouches rr,ad e rJn 
)Jl'int ing cyl inder do not occur on the oth er -cylin de rs . Retou ch ing may be 
don e vn both multi pos itive and on :the cyl inder, of co ul'se . Thu s it is that 
som e fl aws, such as the "dagger", are nu e, wh ereas ollw rs have a scarcity . 
nf only 1 in 100. A flaw verging on an enor is !h e va l' iety 1_,. \\__, 

. 
for l l .. 

on the 50 JY,i ll. ; lhi s occurs on m ost , if not all, shee ts . 

! ____ ___ __ -::t; ______________ _ ------------------------------·-·--

Fig. 21 

'l' h e s lamps p l'inted after 1925 are r elatively f ree of plate varieties. 
However, a beautiful example Of a maj ol' r etouch occurs on 'the 6 nrdl. green 
"Boy King" issue, ·on th e plate used lo prin t boold et panes . Tthe maj or 
part of the fez h as been roughly shad ed in by lJ and, and halo-like traces of 
the origina.l w hite fla·w can still be seen (Fig . 22) . Thi s variety sureiy 
m erils catalog status. (It does not show up in the F ig. ) 
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Fig. 22 

rrhe subj ect of fla ws in overprints is too big to be taken up in detail 
here, but i t is to be noled lhnt ·catalog t reatm ent of sueh varieties in the 
tn6o ed ition of Zeher i is inconsis tent. S·om e vaeieti es are given calalog rank 
(e.g ., Lhe " J95i " vari ety on the 50 mi ld. ZeppE:lin stan.p), others are on ly 
menti oned in f oo tnotes (e.g ., p . 10A-i03 of Zeheri) , and 'Others are ignored 
a ltogether. The m ost outstanding on, ission seems to be the m issing Arabic 
letter s LA in <:!C_ \A in the overp rint on some Of the air mail stan,ps 
of 1952. On the other hand , the va rieti es of the "Zeppelin" surcharge arc 
so teivial that there is just ifi caLion f or relegating them to footnotes only, 
with out catalog nmr.bers or pti ces . 

Before going back to the spec ial cases of U1e 1 p. t. <Jf 1866 and the 20 
para of J 872, we should tttl<e note of th e fact that there are some prominent 
plate fl.laws and !i nteres tin g retouches ·on th e stamps of Lhe Suez Canal Com
pany, some of which have an establi shed marl<et and fu lly 1r1erit catalog l ist

ing. 
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THE INTERPOSTAL SEA.IS 

and 

THE EARLY POS,r:AL SER-VICES 
OF EGYPT 

by Jbrahim Chaftar (/) 

According ~to the memoire of Valle 
Bey, whic.h appears to be the prin
cipal source Of information rece ived 
by us on the origin and extension of 
the Pos ta Europea, there existed 19 
post offices on th e eve of con sign
ment. However, in 1860, da le t1f 
modification of ~the t :tr.if ( H. efer ence 
D1 ), only 14 post. offices were m en
tioned. 

. o reference w as m ade on the El 
Atf (Atfe) and Rosetta "Rosetta" of
fi ces . Had they b een closed tempor
arily or def·initelly? Or had th ey lJ8en 
opened intn mj tlently ? N·obody 
kno-vvs. However, I must refer to the 
only cover , which was in rny collec
tion , -of the "A~fe" Pos ~a Europea 
Post Office. The pos•Lmark on the 

face of th e envElope, - not bigger 
than a hi g visiting card - , was Of i he 
Type Ill and the back bore the posl
mal'k of Alessandria Type VI , da tcn 
"16 j Agos j64". The belated use of 
this .type Of postmarl<, one year after 
being replaced by the nex t type \.' In 

a!ll other localities may be explaimd, 
as our friend Jean Boulad suggests, 
by the prese l'vation by the said pos ~ 

offi ce of the die put out of use, then 
utilising it by mistake . H might also 
b:3 that the postal traffic Of thi s small 
post office had been Teduced in such 

LE,S ETIQUE'l'TES 

INTERPOSTIALES 

et. les PI·emie1·s Bureaux Postaux 
d'Egypte 

par 1 bra him C haf tar ( 1) 

D'ap rl:!s les souvenirs donnes par 
Mr Valle l3ey et qu i semblen t etre la 
sour-ce princ.ipale des rense ignements 
qui nous sont parvenus sur l'origine 
e t ]' extension de ila POST A E ROPEA 
i !. y aura it eu di x neufs Bureaux a la 
ve ille de la consig nation. Cependan t 
en 1860, la mod ificat ion du Taeif ( B.e
N Tenccs D t' ) ne nous signale que 14 
se ulement. 

Des bureaux de El Atf (Atfe) et 
Rosette (Roselta) il n' es t plus ques
tion. Auraient-ills ete ferm es provisoi
remen t ou defin iti vem <J n t, ou elai enl
ih; ouvel'ts par intermittence ? Nous 
ne le savon s pas . Toutefois je :iois 
signaler qu e j,' a i possede la seule Jet
lre POST EUROPEA "ATFE" connue. 
Le cachet sut' la face de cette envelop
pe , de la dimension it peine plus 
g l'ande qu ' une g l'ande ·carte de visite , 
etai t du Type III et le dos etail frappe 
du cache~ d'Alessandl'i a Type VI date 
16/ AGOS j6lL. L 'emploi tardif de ce 
type dr:: ca·chel , un an apres son rem
placement par ll e typs su ivant drms 
les autres local it.es pomrait s'expli
quet· pa l' le fai.L que le burea11 ayant 
cunserve le cachet mis h ors d'usage 
l'aurait utili se par erreur, comme le 
sugge l' C' nol l'e ami JE·an Boulad d'Hu
mi eres . Peu L - eh e aussi le tr-afic 
poslal redu it de ce peLi t bureau n '-au, 

(1) Continued from same article L'O-P. No. 115, April-July 1965, page 500. 
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Unique Cover POSTA EUROPEA , ATFE TYPE Ill, with Alessandria 
postmark POSTA EUROPEA , TY1Je VI, dated 16 /AGOS / 64. 

Collection G. Khouzam-Bengazi , Ex-Collection I. Clwttar. 
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a way 'that i t did no~ necessitate the 

making of a nevv cancelling di e . But 

why was the re no refer ence to this 

offi ce in Lh e detailed li st of tarifs ? 

It ,is another enigma for m e. 

The introduction 'Of ,[he p ew !e

voluti onu t'y yslem of communica

tions was n deadly blow to lhe old 

watet· r oules. The line R osetta-Atfe

Cair>O-Suez was certainty abandonned 

m favour of th e railways Alexandria 
Cairo Suez . 

\ iVe shou1lcl n ol also forget ~that the 
line Cairo-Suez was not. put on service 
before lhe 25th May i 859 and the de
ser t road used by the "Malles d8s 
lndes" lo l ~ n g l and was left to lh 8 
new and rapid means Of com munica
ti ons . In 18e", was inau gurated Jhe 

l!ine Zagaz ig-Suez ond the "Mall es des· 
Indes" was transported from Alex
andria !o Suez via Denha. and Zngazig, 
w ithout passing by Ca iro_ 

To relurn now lo the E l At£ (Atfe) 
]J'OSt off>ice, the on ly survival of ,h e 
said letter of i G Augu st i '864, elate 
sh ortly p receding the dale of cessio!1 
of th e P osta E uropea, dt·aws us to d19 
idea that lhe sai cl p ost office was in
cluded .in the se t·ial of offices c:m
signed to the Egyptian Government 
on lh e 2nd January i865. vVe should 
no t also exclude the possibility th at , 
oo a day in the futu re, an interpostal 
seal of Type I (Posta Europea), for 
th e said office, which was includ ed 
in the list of th e p ost offices having 
an interpostal seal T.ype II , shall see 
the light. 

rnit pas ju s lifi e la confection d'tm 
nouveau caC!l1el. Toutdois cette alter
native est peu probable. Mais pour
quoi n ' esl -il pas f a il m en tion de ce 
Bureau dan s le la rif . pomtan t lres 

detaillle, c'est un e eni gme p om m oi. 

L' inle·oducti on du n onveau sy.:;leme 
revoluti onna ire de communications a 
ete un coup mol'lel aux anciennes 
routes fluviales. La ligne R oset.te
Atfe-Le Cai re-Suez a certainement 6le 
abandonnee au l1 t'ofit de la lig ne de 
chemins de fer Alexandrie-Le Caire

Suez. 

N'oublions pas que la v·oie ferree 
Caire-S uez ne fu t mi se en se r\nic.e c] Ue 
le 25 Ma i 1859 et 1\a w ut2 desutique 
ul ilisee pat· la mall e des Indes vet·s 
l'Angleterre ful ahandonnee au pro
fiL du n ouveau mode rnp ide de com
munication. En 18G8 fut inau guree 
la Jigne Zagazig-Suez et lla m alle des 
lndes ela it tran spodee d' Alexandrie 
l Suez via Benha et Zagazig sans 
passer par le Ca ire . 

Pour en revenlt· au Burea u d 'El 

Atf (Atfe) l 'uniqu e surv ivan ce de 

cette leltre du i6 18 j Gl1, date qui pre

·~ede de tres peu la cession de l' enlre

p ri se POSTA E·UROPEA, nous fait 

penser que ·Ce bureau elai t compr is 

dans la serie cons ig nee au G·ouverne

m en t Egypl ien ]E. 2· J anvier i 86'5, el 

nous nE clevons pas ecarler ila poss i

bi lile de voir un :jom u ne etiquet te 

in lerposta le type J (POSTA EURO

PEA) pour ce b ut·eau , q ui , a l'em a r

que t', E.st com pri s pnrmi ceu x qui ont 

eu des etiquetles interpostales type 11 . 
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Rare cover Pasta Europea, Type Ill, Damanhour. 

Collection G. K houzam B engazi, Ex-Collection / . Chattar. 
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Thi s is not the case of the Rosetta 
(RoseLta) post office. Howeve r, Re 
feTence B, did not men tion lhe op :'m
ing the r: .1st office of lhe said localily 
before year 1870. No inlerp·os,tal '-'.eal 
of Lhe Types I-ll-Ill or IV, for ihe 
said office has eve r been seen . 'rhe 
fi rst interpost.al seal for Roselta i8 of 
the Type T\hedeuie V, issu ed during 
1870 f71. lt is therefore very probable 
that the said p·ost office was not in 
cluded in the list of the post offices 
cons igned . Finally , no defini,te proot 
ex ists in any ·of the references A, D1 , 
D2, D3 and DL1 ,to con firm that the said 
pos t office was among the post qf
fices n amed. 

The ~t arif of the Posla Europea ot 
l860 ( Reje1·ence D I) mal<es no re
ference to the offi ce Of "Gal,iu t" 
(Gali ou b , Galiub in Italian). How
eve r, w e know Of tvvo fragments ot 
covers bearing the imprdnt of its post
rt Jark Posta Europea Type Ill , both 
dated 1865, in other words during 
the Egyptian Adminis tration. One of 
these fragm ents is partly burnt - it 
was in my collection - the other 
ela ted 21 / 2/ 65 is in the collection of 
my fl'i end Lt Colon£1 Danson (See 
Or. Ph i!. Vol. XI No . 112 of January 
t964-Page 25'8) . To con clude the c~.i s

cussion an inlerpostal seal P osta Eu
ropea, inscribed Gal iu t (mis taken for 
Galiub) exists ! On the ol.het h and 
th e mu se um of Caieo P ost Office 
keeps the die itself of th e said P ost a 
Europea p ost office - inscribed 
"Galiub", In conclusion , we m ay as
sume that the said office was opened 
after f860 and dming Lhe activities 
of the Posta Emopea. 

Ceci n' es t pas le cas pour Rosette 

(H.osetta), d'a illeurs la Reference lJ ne 

menl ionn e l' ouverture du bureau de 

ce tle locali te q u'en 1'870. Aucun e et i

quette interpost.ale type I ,II ,III et iV 

pour ce bureau n' e t connue a ce 

jom. La premiere etiquet te pour ce 

b u t·eau est du type J\hedeuie V qu i a 

ete em is en 1870 /71. 11 est done pro

bable qu e ce bureau n 'elaiL pas com

pri s clans les bm eaux consignes. En· 

fin preuve definitive aucune des re

ferences A, D, L, D2, D3 et D4 ne 1e 

menti-~mne pann.i les bureaux nom

mes. 

Ce tarif de la POSTA EUH.OP.EA 
de :1860 (Re/hence m .), ne signale 
pas le bureau de "Galiut" (Galiub en 

italien). Pourlant nous avons con
naissan ce de deu x fragm ents de let-

tres podant l'emp reinte de son cachet 
POSTA EUH.OPEA .type Ill , tous deux 

dates 1865, done dman L l 'adminis lra
tion egypti enn e. Un de ces fragm ents, 

un peu brC1:le, etaiL clans m a col
ilech on et l ' autre date 21 /2 /65 se tl~ou

ve clans la collection de m on ami le 
Lt Coll one l Danson. (Voir l'O f P. Vol 

XI No. J 12 de Janvier 1064 page 238) . 
En sui le une etiquette interpostale 

POSTA E UH.OPJ:<, A inscrite GALIUT 
(errem pom Galiub) exisle bien , et 

enfi n le Mu see des P ostes du Caire 
conse rve le cachet m eme de ce Bureau 

POSTA EUH.OPEA. Nous en conclu
ons qu e ce bmeau a ete ouvert apres 

1860 et dmanL les activi tes de la 
POSTA EUH.OPEA. 
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Th is gives us a number of post of
f ices Of 16 in 1864 after adding to th e 
ta l'i f of 1860 , Atfe a nd Gali u b. 

T he contmdiction •is more irrilal
ing ·w hen we compare th is 1·esu lt 
w ith references A, D3 an d D4, all f-X

Lracled ft-o m t he "LES P OSTES f!:i\f 
I~GYPTI~ " . Tl! e rtotal of 28 local ities . 
ns g iven i1 1 th e said w ork, requi1·es 
an explanati·::m unt il now unuvai.l a
ill e ! 

If we re-t·ead , more a ttent.ively, 
the lex L of Page 72 of "LES PO STES 
I~N EGY PT E " (Refer ence D3) Lln 
no unc ing th e inaugmat ion Of ' he 
le lte t' box se rv ice w e s ha ll n otice lhe 
fo ll owing : 

" ... shal l be plttced in these b oxes," 
"only lhe -cuvet·s addre3sed" 
" to il ocal ilies existing ·in Lower· ' 
"and Midd le Egypt and w here·• 
" ther e w ere offi ces and postal" 
"services" 

(N. IL Und ed ining is ours ). 

On the o the r hand, in page 2.8 of 
Reference E "L ' Egyp le it l'Exposilion 
Uni ve t·sel le c.le 1'867" by Charles Edm 
oncl, Gene rrr l Com missa ry Of lh e 
Egyptian V icerega l Ex hibition, t h e 
foll ow ing is sta ted : 

"Espec ia lly for the p ost al servi ce" 

" reo t·gani secl less" than one yea r " 

"ag·o, Lhe laLisl ical figures sl: a ll" 

" noL bE ava il ablle bef ore b eg inn-" 

"ing of 1867 for t he year 1866. " 

"However, one can eas ily declare" 

"from now that th e pu bl ic has" 

"favou rably received th e benefit s" 

Cec i nons donne jusqu 'it presen t 
lU Bmeaux ex istan t en 18t)4 , s i nons 
aj outons au tari f de 1860, A TF E et 
GALIUB. 

La con tradic tio n devient agagante 
en lre -ce r esulla t et les references A , 
lJS et D1, tou tes exLr a i les des POS
T I~S E N EGYPTE et qu i s ignalent 
u n lob1il dE 28 local i le::; . 1l devait exis
t er un e expli ca li·:m qui n ou s ech ap
pa iL :iusq u ' it presen t. 

En l' elisan L plus atten tivem ent le 
t ex te page 72 des POSTES EN 
EGYP1 ' L~ (Re/r?re ncc D3) annon gant 
!!' inaug urat ion des s2rvicEs de boi ~es 

it le ltres, nou s retenon s : 

" .. . seul es seron l placees clans ces" 
"hoi Les les con espondances des-" 
"t in ees au x localiles de la Basse '' 
"el Moyenne Egyp le otl des Htt-" 

"reau.x et dEs Serv ices de P oste" 
"exista ient ... " 

(Nole. - c'es t nous qui soulig non s ) 

D'autre Jlad, clans la page 2!.l8 de la 
Zl r>i f> rence E "L ' Egyp le it l'Exp ::: s il ion 

Unive rselle d e 1857 " par Charles Ed
mon cl , Corn mi ssa ire General de l 'Ex
fl'Js il ion \'i ce R oyale d ' Egypte , n ous 

I isons en effe L : 

" P our lEs pastes, notammen t, r e-" 
"o rgan isees depui s un a n a p eine, " 
"les t·eleves s ta listiques n e ser ont" 
"con nu it l' Acl ministrati-on Cen-" 
" lrale qu ' rw commencem en t de'' 
"1867 pour le m ouvement de 1'866. " 
"Des h p resent pourtnn t on peut" 
"an nonce r que les populati on s" 
"on L acq ui s avec la pl us grand e" 
"faveur le bi enfai ts du Service" 
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"rendered by lhe postal servi ce," 

" the introducti on ·o f s tamps and" 

"the establishm ent Of thirty two" 

"offices serv ing fo rty loraliti Ps" 

" (Also un de rlining is ou rs) and' ' 

"seven 110s•tal agen cies abroad :" 

"Sm yme, Da t·rlanelil Es , Ga ll ip oli ," 

"Con s tantinopl e, Dj eddah, Soual<-" 

" in and Massaouah. The tolal" 

"amounts of the gr oups mon ey" 

"sendings as at 31st December " 

"1865 were 1,568.724 ,543 pin st res" 

"o r 407 , 86'8,3~1.. Fr. and 1H c ... " 

Thi s quo tation concerning t;h e ex· 

is tence of offices at Mas~aou ah. :3o

uakin, Da rdan elles and Gall ipoli , 

wrrs cerlainly drawn up after Nov

ember 1867 . This reference E tis 

capital : 32 offi ces serving fody [oc

a lit ies plus 7 po.s tal rrgencies abl"oad 

w er e in exis ten ce al the end Gf 1H67 . 

A '·ecap i•tulalion of th e number of 
o ff ices, op en ed year a fter year 
(R eference B) g ives th e foll owing 
result : 

Offi ces 

" 
" 

ex isting before 
opened cluring 

" 
" 

To wh ich shaH 118 added 

Gn ll ipoli & Massawa lhE 

opening of ·wh ich was m 

\fovem ber 1867. 

1895 19 
1865 6 
1866 3 
1?::67 9 :3 i 

"Postal , la cr ea t ion des timbres" 
"posLe , ll' ins ti tuti on de lrente deux" 
"BuTI'au::c d esservant quaT ante '' 

"locali tes princ ipales (c'es l en-" 
"co t·e nous qui so uli gnons) et dB" 
"sept agences de correspondances" 
"h l' elrange l' : celle de 
"des Dardan elles , de 
"d e Constantinople, de 

Sm,yene," 
Gallipoli, " 
Dj eddah ," 

"de Sounkin et de Massaouah ." 
"Les seu .ls g roups d'argen t avaiEnl-" 

"donn e liau au 3i Decem bre" 
" J86'J h un mouve rn ent de i.568. " 
"724. :-.i ll3 p iastres au tae if ou 407." 
"868 .3'31 fts . 18c." 

Cell e citation , par les indications 
qu 'e1ll 8 ·co nti EnL con cernanl ]' existen 

ce des Bmeaux de Massnouah, Souak
m , Da rdan elles, Gal1l ipoi i. a cerlai
nem en l. e le recl igee npres N·ovem bre 

1867 e t le jalon donn e par cette r e
fc t·ence est capital : 32 Bmeaux d es
servanl q unrnnte locaiites plus 7 a
gences p os lal es a l'ehanger exis lai ent 
fin 186'7. 

Si n ous r ecap ilulon s le nombre de 
Bm enux donnes ann ee pn t· annee pnt· 
Reference n n ous avons 

Bure•aux ex islantmranl 
ou veds en 

" 

.-\ uxqu els nous nous 
cl evons ci ' Hj ou ler Gallipoli 
et Massawn qu e nou s 
avons p t·ouv e dEpu is HI.<J6 
avo n· ele ouver ts en 

1R65 19 
1865 6 
1866 3 
1867 9 37 

as p t·oved by us since 1946 . 2 Novembre J867 2 

Mal<in g 39 3\.l 
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wh ich agrees with the qu otabon of 

30 o.ffi ces : 32 local and 7 agencies 

abroad , g iven by Mr Edmon d, but 

the 32 loca l off ices served 40 pt·in

cipal l'Ocahties 

Here we are ! There exis ted, t.he

refot·e, localities wh ich had postal 

service but we re served only by a 

pos t off ice situat ed at a nearby to,,·n. 

Ce qui concorde avec la ci tation 

des trente neuf Bureaux : 32 loccw x 

et 7 agences it l' elranger, de Mr Char

les Edrnond ; mais les 32 bureaux des

serva ient 40 localites principaJles ! 

ous y voici : Il existait done dBS 
localites rrui avaient seulement ctn 
Se rvice de Poste, lequE. l etait desservi 
par un Bureau de Poste d ' une ville 
proche. 

This fact t h l'ows some li gh t on Ceci jette une nouveille lumiere sur 
th e problem ! le pl'oblem e ! 

Thi s Posta.] Service cou!d d ist ri

bute pt·obably stamps, collect and 

diskibule mail , bu t had not. a p ost

ma,rk in its name. Howevel' , we 

should not exclude a postmal'lc of the 

pos t. office on which it depended. Had 

it authoeity to receive registered let

ters ? 

In short, 'it was a kind of a "t'tll'al 
se rvice" before the establishment of 
such a serv ice . H shouild be put on 
record here tha t. when we have learnt 
of the text of "Guide General 
d'Egypte" 2nd ed it ion - :1868 -
thanks lo •t he efforts of our Presiden t 
Ahmed Mazl·oun: (see Or. Phil. \To . 
70-Page 412, July :1952) - we have 
been intrigued to read, among th e 
names of th e agents of the P ostal 
Administration, the name of Mr. M. 
Stephan for Foua Post Office and Mr. 
M. Barrere for A tfe P osb Office, 
having been already inf·ormed by 
Reference B, that the office of Foua 

Ce Serv ice de Poste pouvait pro
bablernent debiter des timbr es, col
lecter et d is tri buer des correspondan
ces , mais certa inement n 'avai·t pas de 
cach et it da te a so n nom . Cependant 
nous ne devons pas exdure un cache t 
dateur au nom du Bureau Postal dont 
il depencla it. Avail-ill pouvoir de 
recev'Oir des ileltres r .: commandees ? 

C'elail en sornme, un Service Ru

ral avant la :Jeltre : C'est ici la place 

p om menlionn er que lorsque nous 

avons eu connaissance du lext3 du 

Gu ide General d 'Egypte, 2eme Edition 

1868, g race a l'erud ili on de notre Pre

sident Ahmecl Mazloum (Voir L'O.P. 

No. 79, page 412-Juillel :1932) nou s 

avons ele intrigues de lire, parmi les 

nom s des agenls de l' Administration 

des P ostes , le nom de Mt·. Stephan 

pom FOUA et de Mr M. Barriei'e 

pour ATFE. Pourlan~ nous savions 

deja par la lie/hence B que ik Bu-
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was not opened before i 8'80 . We 
h a~re .add ed this C':mtt·adiclion to the 
others until an explanation is given 

one day, in the fulut·e . In ol"der to b e 
clear we must add that the towns of 
Foua and Atfe are on both sides of 

lhe Hoselta bwnch Of the Nile and 
lhi:lit it was su rpri s in g that such small 
localities in 1868, necessitated the 

opening Qf two post offi ces, Atfe as a 
nnt,te l" Of fact, having lost much of 
its impor tance . 

Now, we come to the conclusion 

that the office ·of Foua was only a 

Postal Setvice depending on the Post 

Office of Atfe . 

If w e c-onsider the problem from 

this angle, we shall find out lhat the 

localit ies having a postal service were 

found w ith the nearb y localit ies 

where there was a formal Post Of

fice control ing their activit ies. 

vVe shall also n otice, while re

vievv ing the l'eferences .-l-D3-JJ4 w hi ch 

give the names of the 28 localities in 

the same order, that the names vvere 

n·ot inserted according to an alphabe-

l'eaudeF'oua n 'nvail ele ouvert qu'En 

1880. Nous avions ajoute cette con

tradiction aux autre.:;, en attendcmt 

son expli cation un j·ou r. Nous devons 

ajouter pour la clm·te du recit que 

F'oua et Atfe se trnuvent de part et 

d'autre de la btanche du Niil de Ro

se lle El qu'iJ eta it etonn an [, qu ' il y ait 

ec' deux bureaux pour de s i petit es 

localil es en 1'868, Alfe ayant. beaucoup 

]Jet·clu de son impmtance. 

Maintenant nous en arrivons a la 

concl usion que le Bm·eau de F ouu 

n'eta it qu'un Se t·vice PosLall du Bu

t·eau Postal de ATFE. 

Si nous l"econsiderons le probleme 

sous l'angle de cette hypo these , nous 

devons retr·ouvet' les nom s des loc-ali

les ayant eu L111 Setv i·ce Postal a peu 

de distance de leur si i: ge, ayant lui 

m~ T3m·eau Posl.al. 

Nons cons taton s, en repren an l les 

Rejerenccs :1, JJS et D4 qui donnent 

les vingt huit localites clans le meme 

onlre, les nomment s uivant un grou

pEmenl de parcours eL n'J n par m·dre 
lical ol'der, as R PfeTencc B but ac- alpl1 abeliqu e, cumme clans lla Refe-
cording to a grouping of distances . 

And, if we mot·e -carefully examine 
the refe1·ences w e shall notice, in 1 e
speot of Reference A, issu ed on Lhe 
occasion of the issue of 1st Janu ary 
1866, th e f·ollowin g : 

Tt'nrr' B. 

Si nous examinons plus a ttentive

m en[ nous constatoil s pour la Reje

TI'nce A. a il'occas ionn de l'annGnce d E 

J'emi:::sion du Jet' .Tnnvier 1866 : 
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RECAP!TULATIVE TABLE AS ;iT T.-1 /JLE.HJ HECA PlTUL.I TIP . I 

END OF 1865 FIN '1865 

POST OFFICES - BUlU,]AUX POSTAUX POST!\l; SEl{VICES - SEBVICE POS'J'AL 

Alexand rie 1 2 Knft· El Dawnr 
2 5 Atfe 
3 ~ Damanhou r 2 3 Abou I-Iommos 
4 7 Kaft' El Zayat 3 6 Teh-el-Baroud 

5 8 Tanta 

6 9 Zifta 4 10 M it Ghamr 

7 11 Mehalla 

8 . i2 .S.amanud 
q 14 Mansu,nt <! 13 Talk ha 

iU 17 Dami ette 6-7 15 Cherbine J 6 i\11 in et El Kholi 

11 1'8 Birket-el-S ab 8-0-10 19 Meligh 20 Chi bin El Kom 
12 22 Ben ha 
13 24 Zagazig. 

H 26 Galioub 

15 27 Cairo 
16 28 Suez 

If w e give a numer ical ot·der t o 

the ~ lJ'OSt offices w e arrive at ' ihe 

figure of 16 and consequently lhe 

oth er 12 localities sh ould be, in prin

ciple, localities of postal serV!ice. 

Let us approach the problem from 

a nearer poinl. If we consult Re

fcTencc, B, we find out lhat 19 offices 

existed before 1st January 1'865, viz: 

1-Abou I-Iommos 
2- Alexnnd ri e 

3-:--cA tfe 
4-Benha 
~i-Birl< et- el- Sab 
6-Cnii'O 
7 _:_Daninn llou r 

21 Menouf 
jj .23 Min et-sl-Gnmh 
12 25 Toukh 

Si nous donnon s un numero d'or
dre nu x Bureaux P os taux nous ar
ri vons au chiffre Hi el par voie de 
con seq uence les 12 autres localites 
devaient el l'e en principe des localites 
h Serv ice Postal . 

Approchons-nous encore d 'un peu 
plus pres du problem e. Si nous con
sulta ns la HejeTen ce JJ, nous voyons 
qu e IQ Bmeaux existai ent avant le 
J er J an vier 1865, a sa voir : 

1- Abou Hommos 
2- Alexnndri e 
3- Atfe 
A-Ben ha 
5- Birket-el-Sab 
6-Cairo 
7-Dnrnanhour 
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8- Damiette 
D- Kafr El Zayat 

10- Kalioub 
11-Mehalla 
12-Ma, ,sura 
13- Mina-el-Kamh 
111- Samanoud 
13-Suez 
16- Tanta 
17- Teh-el-Baroud 
·18-Zagaz ig 
19- Zifta 

The foregoing l'eveals lhat, either 
th e Posta Europea (and this is less 
pmbable otherw ise indications would 
have rea ched us) or better the Postal 
Administration had pmmoted to ·the 
rank of post offices, on the i st Janu
ary 1863, the follo\:vi ng localiti es : 

1864 Abou Hommos 
1864 Mina-Ell- Kamh 
1864 Teh-e l-Barud 

Mit Ghan1l' was amaigatna,ted with 
Zifta. 

In th e same li st, it is reported that, 
s ix offices were opened during the 
year 1863, viz : 

1865 1- Kaf t' El Dawnt' 
1865 2-Ramle (Bacos) 
1865 3- Toukh 
1865 lt- Constantinop le 
1865 5- Dj eddah 
1865 6-Smi m e 

and lhi s adds two more loculi lies of 
postal se l'vi ce, · Kaft'-el-Dawar wd 
Toukh, promoted to the rank of post 
offices, thu s 5 in all at ~th e said date. 

Now we shall start dealing with 
the known interpostal seals in order 
Lo check our in formations. 'fhose of 

8-Damiette 
D- Kaft· El Za.yat 

10- Kalioub 
11 - Mehall a 
12- Mansura 
I :i- Mina-el-Kamh 
14- Samanoud 
1.1-Suez 
16- Tanta 
17-Teh-el-Baroud 
1'8- Zagazi g 
19- Zifta 

Il ressort de cette nomenclature 
que la POSTA EUROPEA (ceci est 
peu probabl e, car des traces nous se
l·.aient J1arv£nu es) ou mieux l'Admi
n isl l'al.i·J n des Posles avait pt'Omu an 
rang de Bureau x le ler Janvier 1865 
Jes local ites suivantes 

i 86t1 Abou Hommos 
1864 Mina eil Kamh 
186ft Teh el Bnroud 

Nli t Ghamr, lui, a ete amalgame 
avec Zefta. 

Dnns la me me lisle il etai t sign ale 
que six Bureaux onl ete ouver ts au 
cou rs de l'annee 1865 soit 

1'865 1 Kafr Erl Dawar 
1'"65 2 Ram le (Bacos) 
1'865 3 Toukh 
1'865 4 Cons tan ti nople 
1'8~) 5 5 Dj eddah 
1'865 6 Smirn e 

et cec i fait encore deux localites a 
se n rice poslal J(afr· el DawaY et 
Tou kh, p romues au rang de Bureaux 
Poslaux soi l 5 au total , a cette date . 

Mai ntenan t nous allons commen
cer a recouper avec les etiquetles 
interpostal es connues. Cell es du type I 
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Interpostal seals, Type 1, 1864, Collection f . Chattar. 
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Type I Pasta Europea are 16 - if we 

admit the office 'Of Atfe as possible -

although its interpostnl seal is not 

known till now - Date of issue 1864 

according to all refet'encr.s : 

1- Alessandria 
2-Atfe 
3-Damanhour 
4-Kafr Znjat (for Z:1yat) 
5-Tauta (for Tanta) 
6- Zifta 
7- Michalla (for Mahalla l 
'8- Samanud 
9- Mansura 

JO- Damiata 
H-Bi rl<et-el-Sab 
12- Benha 
13- Zagas ik (fm Zagazil<) 
ilt- Galiut (for Galiu b ) 
1:1-Cairo 
16-Suez 
which conforms to our table as at 
en d 1865. 

The second issue of the inlerposlal 

seals was probabl y ordered in i 865 

and put into circula.tion in 1866 n1-

lhough lhe first date known on lhe:;e 

in lerpostal seals - in my collwtion 

- - was not before Mat·ch 18i6 Type 

1.3 for the to·wn of Damiata. 

vVe do no t understand why the 

Mina-el-Kamh office . if i t existeJ as 

post 'Office before or during 1865, was 

not included in the li st of post offices 

for which interpostal seals of the JI 

Type vvere ordered. The said list 

f'OSTA EUROPEA sont au nombre 
d0 16 - si nous admettons le bureau 
de ATFE comme possible - quoique 
son etiq uett3 n'a it pas ete , s~gnaJle e 
jusqu' h prtesenl - date de l'emission 
1864, d'apres tout es les references : 

1- Alessandria 
2-Atfe 
3- Damanhour 
4- Kafr Zajul (pi'. Zayal) 
5-Tauta (pt' , Tanla ) 
6-Ziflu 
7-Michalla ( pr. Mahalla) 
8-Sam nn ·:mcl 
0- Mansum 

10-Damiata 
ll- Bi rket-el-Snb 
l2- Benha 
~ ~~-Zagasik (pr. Zagaz ig ) 
14-Gahut (pr. Gal iub ) 
1G-Ca ieo 
16- Suez 
ce qui est conforme avec notre trbleau 
a fi n 1'865 . 

La deuxieme emission des eliquet
les interpostales a du etre commande3 
en 1863 et a cli.i etre mise en servi ce 
'en 18E'S quoi.i que la. <prem~ere d.ate 
connue sur ces e,tique ltes ne soit 
clans mil coll ecti on - qu2 de Mars 
1867 Type 1.3 p·om la ville de 
Damiat.a . 

Nous y relevons le nom de dix 
neufs Bmeuux de la liste Refhence R. 
sauf Mina-el-Kam h , pilus les noms des 
Bureaux de Ram.le - 1\.afr El Dawar 
et Toukh annonces ouverts en 1865. 

Nous ne comprenons pas pour
quoi le bureau de Mina-el-Kamh , s'il 
ex isla it en [.ant que Bureau Postull· 
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goes hack, certainly, ,to beginning of 

t865 (before May) otherwise it would 

have included the offices of Constan

tinople (May) , Dj eddah "Jul y" or 

Smirne (November). 

To co nclude, w e should say some
thing about .the Dessouk (Desuk) post 
offi ce \vhich was opened on 1st Au
g ust 1867 (R e/ erence B) . This date 
coin cides w ith the dale Of issue of the 
2nd issu t: Of stamps in Egypt. W e re
collec t !hat in ,the circular annou nc
ing the said iss ue , dated 11 July 1867, 
it was allowed lo the public ~t o use it, 
t•oge ther with the preceding issue of 
1866, until 31 August 1867. Th is w
abled us to see, dul'ing the sale Of the 
in comparable collection of our fri end 
the late Dr. W . Byam, a pair of 10 
paras and a uni t Of P . 1. , of M1e 186G 
issue, cancelled by the administrative 
postmark ""crescent and star POSTE 
VICE R.EALI EGIZIANE DESUK" 
(see L 'O.P. No. 105 Vol. XI of Octo
ber i96t - Page 305) . 

Thi s is somewhat surprising as 

all the offi ces which were opened nn 

i st August 1867; viz : 

Beni Sueff - Dessouk - Fachn 
Fayoum (Minet-el-Fayum) - Gurza 
- - Maghagha, - Minia - Sawal<in -
Dardanalles had all received their 
rostmark REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE 
(See L 'O.P. No. 104 Vol. X - Apr il 
1961 - Pages 234/ 6). How it h ap
pened that the postal agent u sed rLhe 
ad m inis trative postmark (T,ype GS-J) 
of the crescen t; and star t o obliterate 
the vignettes instead of the date post-

avant ou au com·s de 1865, n' a pas 
ete com p 1·is clans ila li sle cle commande 
des etiquettes interpos tales type IL 
Cett.e lisle est cerla inement du debut 
de 1.865 (avant Mai) car au trement 
ellle aura it inclus les Bureaux de 
Constanlinopl t: (Mai ), Dj eddah (.Juil
lel) , ou Smi rne (Novembre)_ 

Po ur terminer nons nous J evon s 
pader du Bu reau cl e Poste de Dessouk 
(Des uk) qui a ete ouve rL de ler Aout 
1867 (Re/eTencc B) . Cette dale est 
celle de la 2eme emission postale 
cl'Egypte, Nous rappelons que clans 
!la circu la ire cUI11 0il c;a n t ce tle emi ssion . 
datee le 11 /7 / 1867, il elai L peemi s au 
public de !'utili ser conjointemen~ £1 

l'en11iss-ion p recedenle de 1866 jusqt:.'a n 
31 A01)t 1867. Ceci nous a donn3 la 
poss ibilite de voir inc:lu s dans la vente 
de l'inc·omparable colllEction de no lre 
regret,t.e ami le Dr. W. l3yam , .:.ne 
paire de 10 paras et une un ite de P. I 

emi ssion 1866 obliteres par le cach et 
adminis[Yatlf Cl'O issant et etoile 
POSTE VICE REAL! EGIZIANE 
DESUK (Vo ir L'O.P. No. W 5 Vol. 
XI d 'Ootobre 1961, page 305). 

Cec,j est un peu etonnan l, car lo us 
les Bureaux ouve d s le 1er Aout L8'17: 

Beni Suef - Guiza - Dessuk -
Fachn - FaY'oum (Medinet ell Fay
oum) -- Maghagha - Min ia -
Sa.wakin - Dardanelles ont dtl rece
voir le cach et. REGIE POSTE EGIZI
ANE (V·oi f' L'O.P. No. 104 Vol. X 
J 'Avril J96J , page 234 / 6). Comment 
sr; fait-il que l 'agent postal a i utili se 
le cach et croissant et etoile adminis
tratif pou r obliterer les vignettes au 
lli eu et place du cach et dalem? N'ou-
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mat'k ? W e should not forget that the 
first da te for this group Of pGSL offices 
was thal which was communicalej 
to u s by our Pcesident Ahm ed 
l\'lazloum , fm~ t h e Fescne Office th e 
1:, OTT. 67 'r.I. 

Th3 F'escne Offi ce, however , u sed 
in Aug us t 67 a \Vax p ostmal'l< for 
oblite rating lhe stamps of P. i Gf the 
1'~67 issue, ailso a pad in blocl<.: letters 
as did Min ia (or Mini e) . 

In conc lusion , it is 'to be n oted , 
once aga in , that th e administrative 
pos tm ark w ere all engraved POSTE 
VI CE READ! . Only those of the loc{ll 
office '-'f Cairo and Al exandria had 
Inlet' t he inscription POSTE ICE. 
DIH li: ZIONJ•: LO CALE. 

Vv e lla ve never seen till n ow J. ny 
uf the offices op ened in 1867 using th e 
dale p os tmark Typ .o 1 (dn s~riptio:1s 

POSTE VI CE RE.·tLI EGIZIANE). 

W e g ive hereunder a tli st of th e 
tow ns hav ing a n interP'astal seal 
Ty pe li -- dale Of Issue 186:5 / 66 : 

1.- Abuhom os 
2- Alessandria 
3-Alfe 
-4-Benka (fo r Benha ) 
5-Birket-el-Sab 
6-Cairo 
7- Dumanhour 
8-Damiata 
9-Galiub 

10- Kafr Duar 
ii- Kafr · Zayat 
12-Michulla (Mahalla ) 

. bl ions pas q ue la premi e t'E date pom 
cetle derniere foumee de Bureaus 
P-ostaux es t ce lle qui nons a eLe com
muniqu ee par n otre P res iden t Ahmed 
l\!Jazloum - pour tle Bmeau de F ES
CNE le 15 OTT. 67 T. I. 

Le Bmea u da FESCNE a u ti li se 
en AmJt 67 cependant le cachet a cire 
po ur ·oblitet'e t· iles ti m bres de P. I cl ~ 

!' emi ssion de 1'867 a in si qu'u n tam 
pon en lEttres m aju scu:les en li g ne 
d l'oite, de m e1ne que Mit;ia (]'11ini e) . · 

Enfin nons so ul1g non s encore un e 
f ois que les cachets adm in istrat. ifs c) n 

se n rice so nt taus gTaves POSTE Vl CE
REALI et que seuiles les Directi-.Jns 
locales clu Caire et d'Ailexan dri e ont 
eu par la su ite !]' inscr iption POSTE , 
K. E. DIHEZIONE LOCALE. 

On n 'a encore l'encontre aucun de 
ces bureau x ou ved s en J867 ayant 
utili se des cach ets a date typ~ I 
(inscript ion POS11 E VICE REAL1 
J·:GIZIANE ). 

Voi ci d·Jnc les viille s ayant eu une 
etiquette in terpGs ta le type 11 (elate de 
l' emi ssion 1865 / fi6) 

:1- Abuhomos 
2-Alessandt·ia 
3-Atfe 
11- Benka (pr . Benh a) 
5-Birket-e l-SaL 
(} - Cairo 
7-Damanh our 
8-Damiata 
U- Galiub 

:10- Kaf t' Duar (pr . Dawar) 
11- Kafr Zayat 
12-MichaJla (Mahalla) 
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Interpostal seals, Type II, 1865 I 1866, Collect i on I. Chat tar. 
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13-Mansura-
14-Ramle 
15- Samanud 
16-Suez 
17-Tanta 
18-Teh-el-Barut 
19-Took (for Tookh) 
20-Zagasik (fm· Zagazig) 
21-Zifta 

Mina-el-I\amh had not the honour 

Of having intel'postail seal before T,ype 

III , together wi Lh others , notably : 

Cons,tantinople - Smime and Djed

dah , alt hough opened during 1865. 

It see ms, therefore, that. the P ostal 
Administration , upon taking delivery 
of 'th e new organisation on 2 January 
1865 haste ned to make valid some of 
the existing postal services promoting 
them to the rank Of pos·t offices 

The 2nd issue of the in~ erpos'. al 

seals has added to those of the 16 
offices of !Lhe Post.a Europea, the fol
]')wing five offices : 

Abou Hommos - Kafr-el-Duar
R.aml e - Teh-el-Barut - and Took , 
of which R.amle (a suburb of Ailt:x
andria) , was new \\'bile the d!;el· 

four f ormed part of the localitil's 
vvith postall service at lhE end of ; -. r.4. 

This second issue would have in

cluded Mina-el-Ka inh - Constanbino

ple - Dj'eddah - Smirne established 

in 1'865, thus making a total of 21 + El 

= 25, agreeing with the total given 

for the number of offices as aL end (! [ 

1865: 19+ 6=25 offices (R.eference B) . 

13-Mansura 
14-Ramle 
15-Samanud 
16-Suez 
17-Tanta 
1'8-Teh-el-Barut 
19-Took (pr. Tookh) 
20-Zagasik (pr. Zagazig) 
21- Zina 

Mina-el-Kam.h n'a les honneurs 
des etiquet.tes interpostales que de
puis le type Ill, avec notamment en
tre autres : Constantinople - Smir
m et Dj eddah pourtant ouverts en 
1865. 

ll semble done que l' Administra
tion des Pastes, des la consignation 
du 2 Janvier 1865 , se soit empressee 
de val ider cer la ins des relais ou des 
Services Postaux existaient en les 
elevant au rang de Bureaux Pos.taux. 

La Ile emi ssion des etiquettes in
terposta les a a joute aux etiquet.tes des 
16 Bureaux POSTA EUROPEA celles 
des 3 Bureaux de : 

Abou Hommos - Kafr el Duar -
Ramle - Teh-eil-Ba mt. - Took, d-Jnt. 
Ramle (banlieue d 'Alexandrie) est 
nouveau, tandis que les qu~tre autres 
f·ont partie des localites a, Service 
Pos baux fin 186<\ . 

Cette lie emission auradt du com
prm1dre Mina-el-Kamh - Constan
tinople - Djeddah - Smirne qui 
avaient ete fondee en 1865. Ce qui 
aurait donne un total de 2i + 4 = 
25 soil le tol·al donne pour le nombre 
des Bureaux fin 1865 : i9 + 6 = 25 
Bureaux Reference B. 
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I nterpostal seals, Type Ill, 1866 / 67, Collection I. Chattm·. 
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Interpostal seals Type Ill , 1866 / 67, Collect ion J, Chattar. 



648 L'ORIE)JT PHILATEL!QUE Apri i 1966- Janua.ry 1967 

Errors ot the Interpostal seals, Type Ill, 1866 / 67, Collection L Chattar-
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The n e:xL iss ue Type Ill of the 
inte ,:pos tal seals, always dnscr:Jnd 
POSTE VICE H.EALI EGIZIANE: _in
cluded, · iri additi-on to th e locali l.y of 
pos tal serv ice; Mina-el-Kamh, prom o
ted to the rank of p Jst office, the 
fuJl·owing new offiees : 

Minet-el-Gamh .:___ Bilbes - Ccm
s bantinopol~ - -- Geclcla - Ismailia -
l\'[aha:llet H.oh - P orta Said - Scibin -. 
al-Anater and Sm it·ne. 

The tota l of the interpostal seals 
of the Typ3 Ill is -u e is 29 i[Q which 
should }Je added Ramle (office already 
in se rvice) but h ad not an inte-q :yJslal 

seal T ypA III thu s making the total 
of th e p·ost off ices 30. 

This f igure agTees with R efe l'en·ce B , 

Offiees existing beginning 18tr5 

" opened dur ing 1.865 

" " " 1866 

lt seems that the list of 
orders esta,blisli.ed for <the said 
issue inch1ded th e name uf 
Podo Said and Ism a il ia, in
cluded in th e project of the 
Adm inistration for the Ist hmu s 

Of Suez post offices 

rrotal us at end of 1866 

19 

G 

3 28 

2 

30 

The said list does no t include the 
local ities s ituated in Uppet Egypt, 
projected for it\67 . They wer.e cer
tainly overlooked when sent to ~;h 3 

prin ter in 1'866. Howevee, the firs t 
date on an 1interpostal seal Type Ill 

L'emissi·on suivanle <type Ill des 
el iqueltes <interpostales toujours libel
lee POSTE VICE REAL! EGIZIANE, 
com prend en plus de la localite il 
Service P ostal lVJina-ell-Kam h prom u 
au rang de Bursau P oslnllles nouveau:-; 
bm eaux . suivnnls : Minet-el-Gamh 

-- Bilbes - Constantinopolli - Ged
cla - l sm ailia - Mahallet H.oh 
PorLo-Saicl Sc-ibin-el-An ater 
Smirne. 

Le total des etique ttes de l'emis · 
s ion typ E III es t d 3 29 aquell il fau ~ 

aj ou ler Haml e ( Bmea u en f on e-ti on 
deja) mai s qu i n ' a pa s eu une et i

quette lypf=l HI , ce 'qui fe t·.a it Ll.lt total 
de 30 Hureau x poslaux . 

CEci concorde avec Re/f:Trmce _ 13 
qui annonce : 

Burea ux e:xistanl debut 1865 19 

" crees en f865 6 

" " 1866 3 28 

Jl sembl e que la lisle de comman-

de etablie p ou r cette emissi-on ait 

in cl us les nom s de P orta-Said et 

Ismaill ia, bureaux_ compt·i s clans le 

projet cl e l' A elm i ni strali·on pour 

l 'Islhme de Suez. 2 

rrotal a fin 1866 ... . .. ... ... ... 30 

Cetle li sle. ne com prenant pas les 
locnhtes de la li g ne de Haute Egypte 
r -roje tees pou r t 86 ~ , a clCt -cedaine
ment el t'8 passee a ll ' imprlimem en 1:866. 
Cepenclant la :Lere date sur une eti
que lt£ type Ill clans m a colllecbion est 
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of my collec-tion is 23 J ap.u ary 1867 
Michalla, T,ype J .3. This explai;1s 
w hy the offices of Porto Said and 
Ismailia had a postmark Type 1.3 
w hen ~h ey starLed ,the service. Then , 
two \.veeks later, another postmarl< 
of Type II was rece ived by all the 
Canal Offices in 1868. 

lf we continue examining lhe is
sues bearing the inscription POSTE 
YICI~ REALI EGIZIANE, it remains 
to us Type IV which includ es all th e 
offices exisli ng before 1'871 . 

According to Rc/eTence B, we have 

Offices exisling as a·t end of 

, 
, 

" 

1'866 28 

·open ed during 1 67 9 

" , 
1868 7 
1'869 5 

, , 1870 14 63 

The Wasla Office umitted 

Office Kilom 83 opened and 

1 

du 23 Janvi er i'867 Michalla type I.3. 

Ceci explique enfin pourquoi Porta

Said et Isn1ailia ont; eu un cachet 

Type 1.3 au debut de leur fonction

nem Ent et deux semaine.s ~apres un au

lre du type Il avec les autres Bureaux 

clu Ca nal en 1868. 

Si nous continuous l 'ex,amen des 
em issions a inscription POSTE VICE 
REALI EGJZIANE il nous reste celle 
du type IV et q U·i comprend tous !es 
Bmeaux t xi stant avant f871. 

D'apres la Re/hence B nous avons 

Bureaux ex isLanL a fin 
1866 28 

ouvel'ts en 1'867 g 
,, 

1868 7 
" 1869 5 

" 1807 14 63 

Bureau de Wasta omis 1 

Bm·eau Kil. 83 ouvert 

closed in 1869 1 65 et fetme en 1870 1 65 

These offices comprise those especi

ally opened in Upper Egypt on I st 

August. 1867, as we have already stat

ed w hile discussing the De uk Office: 

J-Desuk 

2-Beni-Sueff 

:1-Fachn 

4-Fayoum 

5-Guiza 

G-Maghagha 

7-Minia 

8-Sawakim 

9-Dardanelles. 

Ces bureaux comprennent ceux 
ouvel'ls notamm ent en Haute Egypte 
le 1er Aout 1867 comme nous l'avons 
signale auparavant en di scutant du 
Bul'eau de Desuk 

t- Desuk 

2- Beni Suef 

3--F achn 

~~-Fayoum 

5--Guiza 

6--Maghagha 

7-Minia. 

8-Sa wakim 

9- Dardanelles 



Ap~·i! 1966 - January 1967 L 'OR IE:\T PHILATELIQUE G51 

(The offi ce of \Vasta, r eferr ed t o 
m Reference D .is om itted l1er£) . 

The offices of Fachn (Fescne) and 
Minia (Minie) h ave used a pad with 
a stra ight lin e w here th e name of th3 

town was written in block letters 
Type CCl. I h ad in my collection 
two fragments bea ring the Pl of 18tH, 

Lhe oblitenvted stamp with the post
mark in wax - Ambi c Type - and 
beside the pad, shown above, with 

the date below "Li 28.8.67" an d ''Li 
15.8.67" . It seems that 1Lhe d ale post 
mark was not ye~ in use . Probablly, 

all these offices of Upper Egypt te
ceived the postm cU'k REGIE POSTE 
EGIZIANE Type II as already stated. 

The Dardanelles Office, opened in 
September 1867, h ad onLy received lhe 
r:ostmark ·w ith REGm, removed 

Type 11 4. 

Then , in 18l'8 j 6V, w e have lhe of

fi ces of th e lines Zagazig - Is:rnai lia 
-- Port-Said and Ism a ilia - Suez in
augurated on 15 August 1868 (only 
Jsmailia inaugura ted on 1st Jul,y and 
r ece ived f irst the p ostmark POS'l' E 
VICE RE ALI EGIZIANE Type I then 
ll1 e postmark REGIE II with th e 
other offices) 

1- Cllalouf 
2- Ismailia 
3-Kantar1 
4-Port-Said 
~-Serapeum 

6- Teh-el-Kebir 
7-Gallipoli 
8-El Guisr 
9-Ernbabe 

(Le b ureau de Wastn signale pal' 
Reference D est omis ici ). 

Les bureaux de F AC HN (Fescne) 
et MINIA (Minie) ont utilise des es
peces de tam pons en l ignes dt·oitEs oi1 
le nom de la ville e tait ecr-it (:: 11 

le ttres majuscules Type CCI. J 'avais 
cl ans rna collect ion deux fragments 
p orlant la P.l de 1867, le t imbre ob· 
1 ite re avec le cachet a ci t'e type arabe 
et h cOte le tampon que j 'a i sign ale 
c i -hau t a vec la cla·te manuscrite au' 
bas "Li 28.8.67" et "Li 15.6.67", It· 
semble qu e le cachet a da le n'elait' 
pas enc.ore <E n ser v ice. Pmbabile-: 

I 

m ent lous ces bureaux de la Hanle: 
Egypte onl re~ u le cachet REGIE 
POSTE EGJZIANE Type II com me ' 
dejit s ignale. Le bureau de Darda-· 
nelles, ou vett en Sept. 67 n 'a re(iu qu e 
le cachet REGIE enleve soil le type 
II .4. 

Ensuite n ous avons en 1868 / 69 les 
bureaux de la ligne Zagaz ig - Is
mail ia- Port Said et Isma~\.ia- Suez 
inaugm es le J:S AoCtl 1868 (sa uf Is
m a illia inaugure le l e t.· JuilleL et qui a 
r e9u le cac het POSTE VICE REAL! 
EGIZIANE T ype I tout d 'abmd , 01-

sui le 1 e cachet REGIE II a vec les ;ul· 
tres Bmeaux) 

1-Chalouf 
2- Ismaili a 
3- E.antara 
4-- Port Said 
5-Sera peum 
6- Teh-el-Kebir 
7- Gallipoli 
8- El Gui st· 
9- Embabe 
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I nterpostal seals, Type IV, 1867 I 68, Collection I , Chattar-
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I nterposlal seals, Type IV, 1867168, Collection I . Chattar. 
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Interpostal seals, Typ e IV, 1867168. 

Postmarks of _the_ Post-Office of FESCNE . . 

The two p-ostmarks on the 1, P.T." of i867, dated 14 and is OTT 67 are- jrom. 
A. MAZLOUM Collection. 

The two postmarks in black letters Type CC!, dated 15 and 28-8-67 are t ram, 
I . CH AFT AR Collection. 
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JO--Chio 
J 1-Metelino 
·1 :2-'Massaoua. 

(2nd . anomaly of Re/etence B: \Ve 
!<now . that Massaoua and Gallipol i 
were opened in November 1867. 3rd 
anom cVly, Kilomel;·o 83 office was 
opened and closed in 1'869) and , the
refore! was not stated in RefereYJ ce 
B.) 

Offict:s opened m 1870 

1- Chibin-el -Kom 
?-Menouf 
8- Roda 
4- Alexandrette 
5-Beyrouth 
6-Cavala 
7-Jaffa 
8--Lagos 
9-Lattakia 

JO-Mersine 
11-Salonique 
12-Tenedos 
13- Tripoli 
14-Volo. 

If we no''' exam ine the interpostal 
seals Type IV we shall find all thes :J 
new offices in addition to -th e former 
o11es but excluding 

1-Menuf 
2:-Tripoli 
3--,-Latachi a 
4,-Mersine 
5-R-odct 
G-G.edda 
7--Smirne 
8-Constanlinople 

On the other hand, we notice the 
presence of Wasta Office, (Uasta). 

1-0-Chio 
11- Nletelino 
1 2- -!\!Inssaoua. 

(2eme anomalie de la lUfhence fl: 

Nous savons que Massaoua et Gallipo
li onl ele ouverls en Novembre 186'7, 
ll'Ois ieme nn cmnli e le burEau du Ki
lometre '83 il ete -ouver t et ferme en 
JR69, et n' est don e pas signale par la 
Refel'ence B.). 

Enfin bmeaux ouver t5 en 1870 

1- Chib in -el-Kom 
2- Menouf 
:3- Roda 
'1- .-\l exand rette 
:~---Beyrouth 

G- Cavala 
7-Jaffa 
8-Lagos 
0- Lallakia 

JO- Mersine 
il - Salonique 
12- Tenedos 
1:3- Tripoli 
1-4 - V-olo 

Si nous examinons maintenant les 
el iquettes interpostales du type IV 
nous y trouverons tous ces nouveaux 
bureaux plus les precedents, sauf : 

1- Menuf 
2- Tripoli 
8-Lattachi a 
ft- Mersine 
5- Roda 
6- Gedda 
'7-Smime 
8-Constantinople. 

Pat' contn nous consta.tons l.a pre
sence du blll'eau de \Vasla. (Uasla ). 

·, 
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T he establi shment of the post of
fie:es of Minuf and Roda, also theee 
off ices in Syria, had been decided , 
wolJab ly, after ordering the p rinting 
of the interpostal seals T ype IV, thus 
making : 

Interposlal seals o f 't h e off ices 
ex isting before 1867 (28-3 = 25) 

minu s 3 : Gedda, Constantin ople 
and Smirne whi ch had not T,ype 

I'! ... .. . .. . . .. . .. ... ... ... Z:S 

Interpostal seals Of the new of
fices opened between 11867 and 
1870 ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Inte qJoslal seal of Wasta Of-
fice om itted ... ... .... .. . 

Inlel'postal seal of Kilom. 83 
wh ich was created bul not m en-

:30 

1 

La crealion des bureaux de Menuf 
et de Roda .ain s i que les tl'ois bu- · 
J' (: HUX cle lla Sy t·ie a ete decidee pro- : 
bnb lem enL apl'i~s la commancle des 
eLiquet tes inte l'postales type IV ce qui 
donn e : 

Etiqueltes 
avant 1867 

de bureaux eJcistant 
(28-3-2o) m oins 3 : 

Geclda, Co ns tantinople et Smirne 

qu i n'ont pas eu de Type IV 2.5 

Etiqu eltes de nouveaux bmeaux 

ouverts en tee 1867 et 1870 

Etiquette clu Bm'E.au de W.asta 

omis 

Etiqu ette du Bul'eau de Kilo
m E. lro '83 ex istante el m enlionnee 

30 

1 

tioned anywhel'e i n ·our r eferences 1 nullle pnl'l clans nos referen ces 

TOTA.L Of interpostal seals Type Total des eliquettes Type IV 
IV and IV a .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . 57 ou IV a 57 

Th is conforms ~to Reference B 
If we add the 5 offices w hich 

m issed the order and Constantino
ple, Gedda and Smim e which h ad 
not Type IV .. . ... .. . .. . ... ... 8 

We will find that the number 
Of offices ex isbing end of 1870 ... 65 

In ib is issue of in le l'postal sea ls 
type IV two sub varieties are distin
guisbecl, JV and IV A. The chal'acle
ristic difference is in the letter "0" 
of "Posi(,e" . It is rectangular in Typ ::l 
IV and round in Type IV A. (See 
catalog Kehr for mol'e details). 

T-he firsl date in my collection fvr 
T.ype IV is of the Desuk town (Regie 
Type II 20 Mar z 68) aml Damanhour 
(Hi Mag 68 Type 1.3) which makes 

Ceci est con fo rme a la R~f~re?ice 
D. s i ·on aj oule lles 5 bureaux ayant 
m te la commancle et Cm1stan
tinople, Gedda , Smirne qu i n'ont 
;Jas eu de Typ e IV '8 

Breaux ex istant ~l Fn f870 65 

Dans cel le emission on distingue 
deux l i t'nges le I\' eL le IV a·, 11e 
s igne c<n acle l'istique pout les diffe

l'ences est ila 0 cle Po te. Dans ·l e 
r ences I\' ill est rect.angulaire, dans 
le Type JV a il t:s t rond. Voir le 
ca talogue Kelw pour plus de detai ls . 

La prem iel'e elate _clans, ma collec- _ 
t ion pou r lle Type IV est c::1lle de ~a 

ville de Desuk (Regie Ty pe 11 20 Marz 
68) et Damanhvur (16 MAG 68 Type 
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I nterpostal · seals, Type I V a, 1868 I 69, Collection I . Chattar. 
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I nterpostal seals, Type IV a, 1868/ 69 , Collection I . Chajtar-
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In.terv_~stgl . seajs, ~ Tyv.e IT,! a, _)868 I 69, Col~ection _I. , Chat_tai: ... -. 
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Interpostar swls, Type IV a, 1868169, Collection I . Chat tar. · 
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me suppose that these inrterpos.t.al 
seals were ordered in 1867 but put 
into circulation in 1'868. 

As ta the Type IV A, I have, 

Tanta (16 Feb. 69 Type 1.3), Aless

andria (7 Feb 69 1.3) and Birket-el

Sab (27 Apt 69 Type 1.3) which pro

ves their use as from the beginnring 

of 1869, probably peinted in 1868. 

We will rec.olllec t hn.e succind ly 
the cir.cumstances which surrounded 
establishment of the pos-t offices at 
the Canal zone. To those more in
leresled on the subject I recommend 
reading 'the excellent article of om 
c.ollegue and friend Jean Boulad in 
No. 63 of the L'O.P ., July 1948, pages 
367 to 375. 

Muzzi Bey as soon as appointed 
Postmaster General of the Viceregal 
Egyptian Postal Administr&tion dre
amt Of joining his name and that of 
his Administration to ,the big achieve
ment taking place in the Canal (Re
fel~ence F, Vol. I Page 51i). In Nov
ember 1865, he delegated Inspect·or 
Leopold Rossetti and Sub-Director 
E. Succi to make an explorator;y tnip 
in the Canal Zone from Zagazig to 
Ismaillia, Port Said and Ismailia j 
Suez. 

In their report (actually .kept a t 
the Museum of Cairo Post Office) 
dated November 1'865, they stated : 
'· ... As yo1.11~ Excellency d elegated us, " 
"expressing the wish of seeing lit re-" 
"alised as soon as possible, we have" 
"carefully studied the project but" 
"have noticed the serious difficulties" 

1.3) ce qui me fait supposer que ces 
etiquettes ont ete commandees en 
1867 et mises en service en 1868. 

Quant au Type IV a j 'ai Tanta 
(16 FEB 69 Type 1.3) Alessandria (7 
FEB 69 1.3) et Birket el Sab (27 
APR 69 Type 1.3) ce qui est une evi
dence de leur usage des le debut de 
1869, probablement imprimes en 
1868. 

Nous rappelons tres succ•inctement 
les ·circonstances de la creation des 
Bureaux Postaux de la region du 
Canal. Ceux plus interesses dt.vront 
lire !'excellent article de notre 
colllegue et ami Je.an Boulad d'Humie
res dans le No. 63 de L'O.P. de Juillet 
1948 page 367 a 375. 

Muzzi Bey a peine inslalle a rla Di
u:ctiDn Genera le de 11' Administra~ion 

des Postes Vice Royales Eg.yptiennes 
revait de joindre son nom et celui de 
son administration a lcl grande oeu
vre en com's au Canal (R efer ence P 
Vol. I - page 511). 11 avaiL chat'ge 
en NovembrE 1865 ll 'in spectem Le·o
pold Rosset.ti eL le sous Directeur B. 
Succi d 'un voyage d'exploratio n dans 
L zone du Canal depuis Zag.azig en 
directi "On d 'l smailia , Port Said et Is
m aiilia, Suez. 

Le rapport (depose actuellement 
au Musee des Postes du Caire), date 
de Novembre 1865 laisse entendre : 

" ... Comme Volre Excellence nous" 
"a charge en exprimant le deSii.r " 
"de le voir realise le plus tot pos-" 
"s ible. Ayant serieusemen ~ etudie" 
"ce ferme propos, nous avons" 
"constate des difficultes graves" 
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L ettre postee le 19 M R ·74 a BRANDON (U.K. ) pour L e Cai r e, att ranchie 
avec 2 timbres, totalisan t 8 p en ces, ce qui etait le tarif nor mal pour une 
lettre stmple. A 1'TiVI~e par transi t d' Alexand r i e, elle t ut taxee de P.T. 4 et 5 
paras, ce probablem ent elle etait de poids double. 

D e 1flus l'envelop pe s'etan t ab im ee, comme signale au debut par l'agent 
postal, elle t u t scellee avec deu x et iquettes interpostales Type V QV I 
N'ONT PAS ETE OBLITERES· 

Collection Lt.-Colon el J.R. Danson . 
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ilt 

· I .:.p --~ 
~ .......,.,.., _ 

Lettre postee le 19 MR 74 de BRANDON ( U.K .) JJOUr L e Caire, ajjranchie 
avec 2 timb res, totalisant 16 pences; ce qui etait le tarij normal pour une 
double lettre. L 'enveloppe ayant transite par Alexandrie jut signalee abimee 
par l' agent postal au dos. Elle jut scellee par trois etiquettes interpostales 
Typ e V - QUI N'ONT PAS ETE OBLITERES . . 

Collec tion Lt.-Colonel J.R. Danson. 
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"whether for the practical action in" 
"itself 01~ the enormous expenditure" 
"which the Administration shall" 
"have •to face in this connection. But" 
"if it is strictly necessar;y, the sue-" 
"cess shall be achieved through big" 
"sacrif·ices ...... " 

The op inion of the two officers of 
the Administmtion was given in their 
reporL staling that it was indisp:nsa
ble to establ ish two agencies, one in 
Ismailia and the other in Port Said 
to be tied to the intermediary staho:1s 
of the different points along side the 
line, 9ttuting from Zagazig to Is
mailia: 

1-Abou Hamad 
2-Tell-el-Kebir 
3-El Gassasin 
4-Ramses 

and s·tarting from Ism ailia to P ot' l
Said : 

1-El Guisr 
2-Ki'lom. 59, "Alias "Platriere" 
3-Kanlara 
4-Ras-el-Ech 

In view of the enormous expenses 
requ ired for the establishment of 10 
offices , Muzzi Bey hesitated and tem
pori sed awaiting better cinumstances. 
However, the situation changed en
tirely when the Suez Canal Co., 
tri ed ~o introduce a system of trans
port for i ts own benefit making in
dividuals pay for their mail, An 
order for adhesive postal vignettes 
was effectively entrusted t.o Ch ezaud 
House on 15 April 1868 and date 
postm ark dies were ordered on the 24 
.June 1868 in th e name of the stations 
designated by ·the Suez Canal Co, viz: 

"soit pour l 'acte pratique en lui" 
"meme, soit pour les frai s enor-" 
"mes que l' adrniYI,istration devra' ' 
"fa ire a cet effet, '11ais s'il r.st" 
"strictement necessaire on y reus-" 
"sira moyennant fie grands sacri-" 
"fices .... " 

Les deux hauls fouctionnaires ont 
emis ! 'opinion dans lle corps de leur 
rapport qu'il etait indi spensable· de 
ceer deux agences, une a Ism ailia et 
un e a Port-Said et d '.y assujeUir les 
s la•tions intermediaires des differents 
points que touchem cette ligne, ces 
points sont, en partant de Zagazig 
pour Ismailia : 

1-Abou Hamad 
2~Tell-el-Kebir 

~~El Gassassin 
lt-Ramses 

.et partan t d' Ismailia pour Port-Said 

i - El Guisr 
2-Kilometre 50 dit Platriere 
3-Kantara 
4- Ras el Ech 

Devant les frai s enormes d' installa
tion de 10 Bureaux Muzzi hesita el 
temporisa en attendant des temps 
meilleurs. La situation changea du 
lout en lout lorsque la Compagnie du 
Canal essaya d 'introduire a son pro
fit un transport pa.y.ant dEs cm·res
pondances des pal'licul iers . La com
mande des vignettes fut eff-telivement 
passee a la m aison Chezaud lle i5 
Avril 18G8, des cachets a dat.e fur ent 
commandes le 24 Juin 186'8 avec. les 

noms des stations prevues par la Com
pagnie du Canal : 
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PORT SAID - RAZ EL ECH -
KIL , 34 - KANTARA - EL 
GUISR -- CH ANTlER VI - l S
SMAILIA 

on the maritime canal and 
SERAPEUM - IUL. 42 - CH.-\ L
OUF - KIL. 83 - SUEZ. 

on th e sweet wate t· canal. 

vVe know the fate of the proj ect. 
The Company put in force ils posl<tl 
system on the 1st Jul\Y 1'868 and the 
public an d the press raised immed iat
ely their objecLion to paying lwice 
for •the tmnsport of the ir. mail to any 
town in Egypt. 

In view of the foregoing, the 
Egyptian Governmen t had to move 
and Muzzi, in spite of the constant 
deficit of the Egyptian Viceregal Post
al Administration followin g their • . .x
tension and the lack of interest from 
the side Of the publi-c, the maJot·ity 
illiterate (The populat ion of Egypt, 
at tha•t time, was 9,734,406 Qf whom 
467,886 could read and w~te , i.e. less 
than 5% ), was found constrained to 
take delivery of the postal service, es
tablished by •the Suez Canal Co. as 
from 16 August 1868_ 

It must be put to his credit that 
he founded the Ismailia Office on 1st 
July 1'868, when at the same time !he 
railway Zagazig j isma ili a started the 
service. The extension of the Jine 
Isma ilia j Suez was under way and 
inaugurated Qn 16 August 1868, 

The putting into service of the 
postal private syslem ()f the Suez 
Canal Co. astonishes us because on 

POST SAID RAZ EL ECH -
KIL 3t~ - KANT ARA - EL 
GUISR CHANTIER VI 
ISMAILIA sur le canal rnaritime 

et 
SERAPE UM - KIL 42- CHAir 

OUF - KIL 83 - SUEZ sur le canal 
d 'eau clouce. 

Nous savons ce qu ' il advint de ce 
pl'ojet. La Compagnie fit mettre en 
.vigueul' s'On system e postal . le .1er 
Juillet 1868. La public et la presse 
souleverent immedia•tement de vives 
protestations contre le fait de payer 
a deux caisses pour le lranspol'l dE 
leur courrier a dest ination d'une vil
le d 'Egypte. 

Devrm t ces ft~Jits le Gouvemement 
EgypLien s'emu L et Muzzi , bien que 
l' Admini sh·a~ion des Pastes Vice 
R·oyale Egyptien nes fut en deficit 
constant par suite cl3 son ec<tension , 
et du peu d'in leret relatif don ne a ce 
service par ln. population en grande 
parti e ille Gtree (Population totale a 
ce lte epoque 9.'134 .406, personnes sa
chnnt lite et ecri re 467.'886 soit moins 
elf: 5% ), se lrou V<t contr.aint de pren
dre la suite du Service Postal institue 
pm· la Compagnie du Canal a partir 
du 16.8.J 868. 

A so n avanlage, il fa ut reconnaitr"e 
qu'il avaiL fond e le Bureau cl'Isma ilia 
le i er Juillet 1868 en meme temps que 
l[.a ligne de chemin de fer Zagazig-Is
mailia elait livree tt ! 'e-xploitation . Le 
prolongement de la ligne Ismailia
Suez etait en cours et fut inaugure lui 
aus i le 16 Aout 1868. 

La m ise en service du sysieme pri
ve de poste par la Compagnie nous 
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the same day - i&t July 1868 - the 
Egyptian OUice Of Ismailia opened 
i !s doors for the public - See letler 
No. 6 of E . Klein collection , P hila
delphia, J941, bearing 20 c. Suez 
Canal and P. 1 issue - Egypt 1867. 
Th e dale of ·lhe postmark of Lh e 
Egyptian Office of Ismaillia v,ras 20 
LUGL 68 Type I. 1 POSTE VICE 
HEAL! EGIZIANE, illustra ted on 
Page 79 of the L 'O.P . No. 8.2 
April 1953). 

Muzzi himself visited Ismaili a 
during tJ1e first da.ys nf Jun e 1868 for 
the installation of the future pos~al 

agent. It is to be noted that his visit 
was not r ece ived favourably my some 
officials who found in il the c oming 
tnd of their manoeuvres. 

It was al o a public notoriety 'ha L 
as soon as the raihvay line Ismailia 
- Suez would be completed - effec
tively it was terminated on the 16th of 
August 1'868 - the Eg.yptian Postal 
Administration would establish (,f_ 
fices on the line . W as it the inten
tion of the Company to force Mu zzi 
to bear all the expenses of her own 
project, havipg been informed of his 
intention to es tablish o.ffices only on 
lhe m ain poin ls o.f the line Port-Said 
Kantara - Ismailia - Suez ? 

Anyhow, the other offices fores een 
by the Company were inaugurated 
by the Egyptian Postal Admini stra
tion as stated in its circular of ~he 

12th August 1868. 

At the ourtset, th e da ting postmark 
dies , prepared by the Company for 

etonne, ca r le meme jour - le ier 
Jui llel 186'8 - le bureau egyptien 
d' Ismaili a etait done en foncLion (Voir 
la letl re No. 6 Collection E . Klein 
Ph iladelphie en 1941 , affranchie d ' un 
exem pla ire du 2'() c Canal eL de P. 1 
emiss i.on Eg.ypLe 1867. Elle porle le 
cach el datem· du Bureau Egypbien 
ci'I smailia du 20 LUGL 68 'l,ype I .i 
POSTE VICE HEALI EGI ZIANE 
clo nn e en illusLration page 79 l ' O.P . 
No. 82 d 'Avril 19'53) . Muzzi Bey lui 
meme ava iL fait le voyage a Ismailia 
au debu t de Juin ·186'8 pour s'occuper 
cl e l' insta1ll r1tion du fu lm agent p os
lal . D'.ajl,Jeurs , nous soulignons que 
sa visite ne fut pas consideree d 'un 
oe il favm able par cer tains fon clion
naires qui y virent la proch aine fin 
de leur manoeuvre. 

De meme· ril devail etre de nol01'iete 
p ubliqu e que des que la ligne de 
chemin de fer Ismail ia.-Sue,z serait 
terminee - elle le fut en effet le 16 
Aout 1868 - ! 'Ad mini stratio n des 
Pas tes Egyptiennes elablirait des 
bureaux sur la l igne . Lrr Compagnie 
a-t-elile vou hi forcer la m ain a Muzzi 
pom que celui-ci assume loute la 
cha rge de son propre projet , ayant 
peu l-elre . eu venl qu 'il avCI!it ll'inten 
tion de ne lenir que les Letes de I ignes 
POST-S \ ID - CAN'rAHA - ISMAI
LIA - SUE Z ? 

En lou t ·cas n'Ous voyons les autres 
Burea ux , p rev us par la. Oom pagnie 
inaugm es, 1£ -16 Aout J868 comme an
nonce par l ' Ad m iniskalion des Pastes 
clans sa circula ire du 12 Aout 1868. 

Il fut fa it u age tout d'abord des 
cach ets a date prepares par la Corn-
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the off ices situalecl at Raz-El-Ech -
Kil. 31* - Chantier VI - Kil 42 and 
Kil. 83, \Vere used. 

We repeat h eee once again that 
Porrt Said and Isma ili a Offices r·o 
cei ved, at the outset, Lhe postmarl<. 
Type 1.3 or I.1 as the;y ·were foreseen 
since 1866. They w ere, in facl in
cluded in th e set of inteepostal seals 
Type Ill. Later, too·ether with the 
other offi ces of the Canal Zone, they 
received th e poslmarl< REGIE T.ype 
I I. 

V.l e give herewith an illuslra bion 

of a cover of a rare quality . Des

patched fmm Port-Said on 9 Giug 

69, Type II . 1, transit Ismailia on 9 

Giug 69 I.T , Type II. J for Suez 

where ~ t anived around end of the 

same day D Giug 69 2 T, Type II. 1 

Altl the pos tmarks are REGIE . 

As soon as the Suez Canal was 

opened fol' navigation in November 

1969, th e Egyptian P osLal Administ:ra

tion staded closing the u seless P' st 

offices : 

Raz El Ech 

Kil. 34- Kil 42- Kil 83- closed 

in 1869 

Serapeum - El Guisr - closed in 
1873. 

Now , it remains some words lo 
say about the fate of lhe localities 
havin g a postal service ·which exisrted 
as at, the end Of 1865 (See Reference 

pagnie pour les I3ul'eaux de Raz-el
Fch - Kil. 34- Chantier VI Kil. 42 
El; Kil. 83. 

Les autres bureaux ont probable
ment reQu au debu t des c-achets a 
date Type II Regie. Nous signalons 
ic i notamment la lebt.re entiere ex- · 
pediee de Chaluf El Taraba le 26 

Aout 1868 : RE GIE POSTE EGIZI
ANE a destination de P ort Said ou 
ell e atTiva le 27 AGOS 68 T.i POSTE 
VICE H.EALI EGIZI'\ E (Voir page 

520 de l'O.P. No. 80 d 'Octobre 1952·). 

Nous repetons de nouveau que 
POR'l,-SAID et ISMAILIA ant re9u iL 

lem debu t le cachet Type 1.3 ou 1.1 
car il s avaiwt ete prevus des 1'866 

pui squ ' ils ont ete compris daD s les 
eLiquettes inte-rpostales Type Ill. Ils 
ont reQ U ensuite avec iles aut-res bu-
rreau x du Canal le cad1et H.E GIE 

rr ype II. 

Nous donnons ici tl'illustration d'un 
pli peu ordinaire. Parti de Port Said 
le 9 GHJG 69 IT type Il . 1, il tr-ansile 
Ismailia le 9 GIUG 69 I.T. lype II. I 
pour Suez ou 1il arriva vers la fin de la 
meme joumee o GIUG 69 2T T.ype II , 1, 
tous ces lirois cache,ts sont REGIE ; 

L'admini stmtion egypliienne une fois 
le CanaJl mis en serv-ice en Nov·Embre 
1869 comm enQa a ferm er les Bm·eaux 
Postaux inut.i.les : 

H.AZ EL ECH - KIL 34 - KIL -
KIL 83 fermes en 1869 SEH.A
PEUM - EL GUISH. fermes en 
1873. 

Il nous reste maintenant a dire quel
ques mots sur le sort des locwlites ~t 

Service Postal qui ex istaient a fin 1.86:3 
(Voir H.eference A) et qui n'ont pas ete 
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Cover f rom Port Said t o Suez, bearin g Postmarks of Port Said, I smailia 
and Su:ez all REGIE POSTE EGIZIANE, 9 LUGL 69. Ex --Collect ion J. Chaf tar. 
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_A) and which were not prom9ted to 
. l:egular post off·ices till 1'870. . They 
are. five (Mi·t .Ghamr, Talkha, Cherb

' iri e, Minet El Khali and Melig). 

No. ~fiO Mit Ghamr - ·· · 

We have aieeady nGticed that the 

said locality w as atlached to lhe 

. Zifta Office . The postmarks of the 

said lown were " Zifta and Mitg" 

·at the outset. Mit Ghamr had an 

jndependen~ office in i-889 only. 

No. 5/ 13 Talkha -

Siturtted on th e leH bank Of the 

Nile, exactly vis it v is Ma nsourah. 

An : independent office in 1.880. 

F.onnerly d~pendent on Mansc.u

·rah. 

No. ?/15 Cherbine 

An lindependen~ office in i 802 

No. 7 j i6 M_inet el Kbali -

Mit-el-Kholi Abdallah , a rutail 

servi ce of Damiette in 1'889. 

No. 8 ( 19 Melig -

An independent office in 1880. 

·served by Birket-el-Sab before. 

It seems that olher postal £etvices 

were created after i 865 and till 18'89 

when the rural serv ices ·wers estab:li

shed. For thi s period un det study, we 

only know of Foua post<i.l service 

(See the reference of the text of 

"Guide General d 'Egypte - 2nd edit

ion 1867 abready given) . 

promues au rang de )3u reaux; Postaux 
l'egulli er~ juscLu 'en 1'870. Elles : sont au 
nombt·e ·d.e. ,cinq (Mit Ghamr - Talkha 
- Che~bine - Minet Ell Kholi-Melig), 

No. 4. / iO Mit Ghamr-
Nous nvio ns deja. signale que cette 
localiLe a ete amalgaJ;nee avec Ie 
Bmt au de Zift.a. D'ailleurs les 

c~chets pos laux de cehte ville sont 
l ibelles Zi.fta & Mitg, au debut, Mit 
Gbame n ':aura un bureau lindepen· 

· d_ant qu 'en 18-89 . 

No 5 /13· Talkha -
. • I• • . • ' 

Ville situee sut la rive gauche de la 
13.ran:che du Nil a Damiette exacle
ment: en face de Mans6urah, Elle 

· n 'aura un hureau · independant 
- qu' em 1880. Ellll e eta~ t lie3 a Man· 

sourah . 

No. 6j1G Cherbine -
Elle aura un bm·eau .indepenclant en 
i 872. 

No. 7/ 16 Min et-el-Khali ~Mit El Kh0li 
Abclalla , 

ellle ama un Service Rui·al de 
Dmr, iette en 1'889. 

N·o. 8 / 10 Meli g -
Elle aura un bureau indepenclant en 
i 880. ·:ta C.Ol'f'esponclance etait se rvie 
par Birket el Sab. 

Il semble qu e d 'aulres Servi ces 
Postaux a-ien L ete crees apees 1865 et. 
jusqu 'en 1889, daLe de l tl creation des 
services rur.aux. Pour la period€ 3ous 
etude no us n ' avons C'Jnnaissance ,; us
qu 'a present que de ceilui de Foua 
(Vo ir la Reference fa ite au texte du 
Guide General d'Eg(Ypte 2eme edition 
1867 donnee plus haut) . 
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In all ou r references as to the 

numl)er ·of t he interpostal sea'ls of 

each issue, discussed in th is study, 

we we l'e always dealing with the 

number of offices leaving aside t he 

colou!'s and orthographic errors of 

the interpostal seals. 

W e give hereunder a recapi tulation 

of the number of post offices and in

lerp-ostal seals - types fmm 1864 to 

1870, leaving the q uestion of the fur

ther ,issues for another opportunity. 

Offices existing befot·e 1864 16 ., 
end 1865 ')-,.,0 

" " " 1866 28 
" " " 1870 65 

16 In ter. Seals Type 1 16 
25 " II 21 
28 »: - " Ill 29 
65 

_, 
" IV b7 

Localities ·_with Postal . Se rvice re-
fel' t·ed tD in"Ref. A 

End of 1864 12 
" " 1865 9 

" 1866 7 
" " 1870 5 + i (Foua ) 

(To follow) 

Da,ns tou tes nos references au norr.

bre des ~~ i que ttes . in te rpostales de 

chaqtie emi ssion disculee dans cette 
etude, nous nous son·.mes touj ours 

ten us au nom bre de bureaux, laissan t 

de · oote les nuances des coulem s et 

les en eurs d ' or~hographe . Nous don
nons ici une recapitula tion du nmT.bre 

de bureaux pos taux et du nombre 
d'et iquett.es interpostales type de 1864 

it J 870, nous reserva nt de parler des 
etT, issions suivantes dans une suite a 
pa ra itre : 

Bureaux exisla.n t avant 1864 16 
1865 25 
1866 2'8 
1870 66 

" " fi n 
, , ' 

" . " 

Et-iquettes Type 
" 

Locali tes a Services 
gnalles par Ref erel\C<E A 

F in 1864 12 
" 1865 9 

1866 7 
1870 5 + i 

I 16 
II 21 

Ill 29 
IV 57 

postaux si-

(Foua ) 

( a suivr e) 

M IC HEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Post.e 

22, ·Bouleva rd Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHlA!r - VENTE - E<JHANGE 



.· NEW 'ISS.UES 
CO i\1 i\lEM .ORA'I~IVE STAl\lP 

IXDUSTHr1AL 'EX HIBITION 

D<l te of lssu e : J a n. 27 , 1966. 

Desig}'l : The eml;>lem of th,e .E xhibition. 

Denomination : 10 mill . 

Di_mension : 25 x 42 mm. 

P-erforation : 111 
Sheet : 50 starhps (10 x 5) 

Printing : R.otogravure Posta.J Author .. 
ity Printing House. 

Control No. Date of issue and serial 
nunuber. 

Qu a n tity : 2,000,000 stamps. 

CO:\•Ii\'IEi\IOlM TI VJi: STAi\IP 
AHAB PUHL IC'I'I'V WBEI\ 

Date of issue : March, 22. 1966 

Design : A bundle of st icks to i !ldicate 
the un ioJ1 an d the symbol of the 
Arab League . 

Denomtna.tiori : • 10 Ji)ills 

Dim,ension : 25 x 42 mm. 

Be rfo ration :: ll.t. 
S heet : 50 s tamps (10 x 5) 

Printing· : R otogravure !'Posta l · Author-
ity Printing House" · 

CO'n t r o l No. : : :b ate of issu e and serial 
number 

Quantity : 2,ooo,ooo ·stamps. 
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L'OHIENT PHILATELIQUE Ap ri l 1966- .T;muary 1967 

COl\Jl\'fEMO HATIVE STA:\IP 
lOOth A nn, of :\lational Pl'es ;' 

Date of issue March, 25 . 1966. 

Des ign : Some Magazin eo and a torch 

Denomination : 10 mill ·. 

Dimension · :· 25 x 42 mm. 

Perf~rat1o n : 1 1.~ 

Sheet : . 5"0 stamps ( 10 x 5) 

PrJ.t:lting H6togravure "Postal A.u thor-
~ty Printi~lg . House" 

Control ~o . : Date of issue and se"' ial 
number 

QcJ<\Jlhily 2,000,DOO stamps 

CO:\O'IEiHOIM'l' l\'E SET 

~i\ VI~ MONUMEN'l'S 
OF NU BI.:-\ 

})ate of" issue : April 28, 1966. 

Des ign 'l'wo Temples o f Abu·S'mbel 
· and th e em l.Jlem s of Arab League 

a ncl UNESCO. 

De nomination 
m a il ) . 

Dill1ension 61 x 28 mm. 

Pq1 foration 11~. 

She·et ·· : 50 stamps (5 x 10 ) 

Printing ,Rotogravue . " Postal Au. 
. thOr i\Y Printing House" . . 

Control No. : Date 'of issue and s0rial 
num:~Jer 

Ql:.:a.ntity : · 60\).000 , stam ps . 
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CO:\l i\lE:\JORATI\'E ISSUE 
'l'RAFFI C DA \' 

Date Of "is .-ue -: May 4, 1966 

Desig-n : T h e e mbl e m of Arab League, 
a lig-h t ing t ra ffi c signal a nd POa d 
cross in g . 

Dcn omi natioJl : 10 m ills. 

Di me n&ion : 25 x 42 mm. 

Pe rfo r a tion : llt 
Sheet : 50 s tamps ( 10 x 5) 

l.' ri nting : R o-tog ravure "Postal Au thor
ity Pri n fi ng H o use"' 

Cont rol N o. · : Date of issue a~cl serial 
n um be r 

(,~U U n tity 2,000.,000 s tamps 

( '(H I ~ !Ji:MOHATIVE S'.l' Ai\11' 

U.A .R - Ia·aq U nion 

Date of issu e : ~'Ia.v 26, 1Q66 

De;; ig n : A to rch carried by t.wo hanrl s 
a nd th e flags of U .A.H.. an cl I raq 

Detiom inat io n : 10 mi.Jls 

Dim ension :· 25 x :42 mm . 

l'e l'fora li on 11 ,~ 

Sheet : 50 stamps (10 x 5)· 

PrinLing : HotogTa v u re "Po~'a l Au. 
thority Printing H o use•· 

Contro l No. : Da te of issue and serial 
n um ber 

Quantity : 2,000,000 stam ps 
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-COl\11\lEMORATIVE SE' ~' 

50th SESSION OF I N'l'EB .. 
LABOUR CONFERENCE 

Date of issu e ! June l st"'Ul66. 

Desig n. :The em b lern . of UNO and _three 
labourers · · 

Denomination :: 5, 10, 35 m ills 

Dimension : 42 x 25 mm. 

Perforat ion : _11-!, 
Sheet : 50 stainp~ (5 x 10) 

P rinting : R:oto'grav.ure '"Postal Au .. 
· thority Pri-nting Ho-use" · 

Con trol _, No. :. Date · of issu e and serial 
N uni1ber. · · ·· 

Quanti ty : 600,o6b sta m ps (35 mills) 
1,000,000 s tamps (5, 10 m ills) 

COMME l\IORATini: STAMP 

1st POPUL.'\TION 
· SAMPLE CE~SUS 

Date of issue : J une 30, 1966 

Design : The ' em blem of i\ILObi!iz.t ' ion 
p epartme.n t , design of a town nnd 
som e p er sons of t he nation . · 

Denomination : 10 m ill s 

Dimension : 25 x 42 m m. 

P-erforation : 111 
Sheet : 50 stam ps (10 x 5) 

Watermal'k : :Ylu ltiple E agle 

P r in ti-n\:c: : R otograv ure "Postal Au -
thority Pr·inting Hou se·· . 

Cont rol No .. : Date of iss ue c111<1 ?eria l 
n umber 

Quan ti ty : 2,000,000 stamps 
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COMlii EM ORA'I'I VB SE'!; 

14th An~•. of Revolntion 

Date of issue : July, 23, 1966' 

De§ig n : · .Ship .building : : :"The ship 
"Salah el Din" , a Cran e a nd a Cog. 
R eco:1struction of Ab u Simbel : 

" two ._levers can.y i o~ txvg s,tones 
of the s tatutes of the Gods in 
the sanct.uary of the · G:e1t T Emple. 
R ec la mat ion of S inia , "the nnp 
of s·nia, som e building a nd p la"ts 
and th.e symbol Of the R evol ution." 
H ea lth C<1 r e, the n ew h ospital at 
e l :vlaadi a.nd a nurse.··. 

I l ~mc rni n at io n : -10- mills ~each stam p) 

Dim e nsion : 40 x 40 1n.m . 

P erforation : 11 ~. 

Wate rma rk : !\ lultiple Eagle. 

Sheet : 35 stamps (5 x 7) 

P r·inting : R otogravure "Postal Au
th ority Printi ng House". 

Control No. : Date o f issu e a nd 
number. 

Quant ity : 1,000,000 each s tamp. 
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Sheet : (National folldol'e) 

Desig:1 :' Two dancers play ing th e bas ket 
dance and the s~·mlJol of the R e
volution at t he top. 
Th e u nde .. g round is a Pharaonic 
dance, · 

Deno mination : 100 mill: 

D:m ension : 10 x 65 mm an d · the 

design : 30: x 60 mm. 

Qua ntity :: 100 .000 sheets. 

CO~DIIJ:.\I OIU'II \'E- S'f.:UIP 

, l Oth A nn. 
of th e N atiowtlizaHon 

of Suez ·c anal 

Date of issue : July ·zd. 1966. 

Desig n : :-;[ew -.b uild ing of Suez .canal 
oi·ganizat ion , t\yo ships and the 
map of t he Caiial .' 

Denom ination : 10 mills 
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Dimension : 61 x 28 mm. 

~erforatiorr : - n-~ 

Sheet : 50 stamps (5 x 10) 

Water .Y(ark : Multiple Eagle 

Prin ting : Rotogravure "Postal Au· 
thority Printing House" 

Co ntrol No. : Date of issue and serial 
number 

Quantity : :2,000,000: stamps 

CO.\L\mMOBA'J'lVE STAMP 
(!lit: mail) 

7th Pa.n A rab .Ja.m horee 
t.iu~·a 

; ' 
Date of issnc : August 11{), ' 1966 . 

Design : . A carnp ~md the emblem of 
the pan Ar~b J amboree at "Good 

· Daim" :.._ ·Libya 

Denom ination : 20 mills (olive green 
and r ed) 

Dimension : 42 x 25 mm. 

Perforation : 11 ~ 

Sheet : 50 s tamps (5 x 10) 

\-\'a tennark : Multi ple Eagle 

P rfn ti ng- : Rotogravu,re "Pos ta-l Au
thority Printing House" 

Control ~o. : Date of issue and serial 
number 

Quantity : 600,000 stam ps 

CO.\niEiUOHA'l'IVE SET 

PK\SAV.L"S JHl' 

Date of issue : Sept. 9, 1966 

Denomination : 5, 10, 35 mills 

Des ign : 5 mills - Cotton 

10 mHls - Rice 

35 mills - Onion 
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Dimension :, 42 x 25 mm. 

Pel'foration : 11~-

Watcrmark ·· :\1ultiple eagle 

Sheet : 50 s tamps (5 x 10) 

Print'ing : Ro togravure "Postal Au
thority_ P rin ting Rous~·: 

C'ontl'Ol . Xo. : ·Date of . issue .and serial 
·number - : · ' -

Quantity : 1,000.000 stamps (5, 10 mill~) 
600,000 stamps !35 mills). 

<'O i'\1-i\'IJJ; iv.iORi\'fiVE SET 

U \TI'E I> NATIOi\"S Di\ \' 

Date of is ·ue Oct. 24, 1966. 

Design ancl 

Dcnom'natio :r 5 mill s "WHO h ead-
quar te r in Geneva & ~ emblem." 
10 mills "The symbol of R ::fug<:es 
ancl U:\ emblem 35 mills U:\' em
l>le~l .. 

Dim ension 42 x 25 mm. 

Perforation .: 11} 
Sheet : 50 stamps (5 x 10) 

Waterm al'_k : Multiple Eagle. 

P ri nting : Rotogravure "Pos'.a.l 
thority Printing Hou se·· 
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Control No. Date of issue and serial 
numbe r' 

Quantity : 5, 10 m'lls. J ,000,000 stam ps 
35 mills 600,000 stamps. 

~L_\LES'L'f~E SET : 

A Palestin e comm emorative set 
iden tical with that Of U .A.R. excep in 
colour and quantity h as ·been r eleased 
for the sam e occas ion on th e same 
elate. 

CO;\Il\IE"ORA'I' IVE STA:Ill' 

V Intet·.national Television 

Festival 

Date of issue : )Jov. 8, 1966 

Design : The map of the world ancl the 
symbol of th e fest ival. 

Denomination : 10 mill s 

Dimension : 42 x 25 mm . 

Perforation : 11 ~ 

Sheet 50 stamps (5 x 10) 

Waterm ar-k : Multiple ·Eagle . 

Printing :: . Rotogravure "Postal Au
thority Printing · House" 

Control No. · Date of iss ue and se rial 
number· 

Quantity : 2.000,000 stamp s 
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COI\fMEMOR-A'I'IV.E S'.rAMl' 
(AIHMAIL) 

S'r. CA'I'HEIUNE J\IIONAS'rEHY 

Da te of issue 
Design 
Denomination : 

566 A.C. 

Nov . 30, 1966. 
St. Cath erine :vronastery 
80 . m ills 

Dimensi-on : 61 x 28 mm. 
P erforation : M~ 
Sheet : 50 stamps (5 x 10) 

,_ c;olour : Yel low, r ed a nd bl ue 
Watermark : :vlultip-le Eagle 

Printing R otogravure " Postal Au-
thority Printing House" 

Contro l No. Da te of iss ue ancl seri al 
·number: 

Quantity 600.000 st amps. 

( '0:\li\IE .\lOHA'J'JVE S'l'A:VJP 

VICTORY DAY. 

D::>. te of issu e Dec. 23, 1966. 

Design The eagle, a torch 
a.ncl oli ve branches . 

De nomi nat ion 10 milb 
Dimension : 40 x 40 mm. 

Perfora tion : 11~ 

Sheet 35 stamps (5 x 7) 

Waterm a rk M·ult iple Eagle 

P1 inting : Rotog rav ure " Posta l Au
thority: Printing House'' 

Cont rol i\'o. : Da te of jss ue and ser ial 
n umlJcr. 

Qu antity : 2,000,000 stamps. 

:PALES'rlNE S'J.'Al\iP 

A Pales tin e commemorativ e s tamp 
id entica l w.ith tlwt of U.A.R. excep t in 
colour and qu a n tity has been released 
for th e sam e occas ion on th e sam e 
ela te. 
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ORIENTAL PHILATELIC HOUSE 

B. HA GO PIAN & Co. 

79, Cite Continental - Cairo (Egypt) 

Stamps For Collect.ors 

Specialists in Egypt, Sudan and Near Eastern Stamps 

Wholesale & Retail 

Trade Register 77613 - -Cairo. 

"Mandiale'' Press-Caliro 
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SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF 'I'HE IMPORTANT ADV~TAUU 

AQCRUING To THE VENDOR WHO MAKES US:i' 
OF THE H R HARMER SERVICi: 

Over sixty years' experience ot sellln& :stamps. 
e Specialist Describln&. 
e Attractive and comprehensive cat.alogutnK 
e Direct contact with all leading collectors 
e Choir.e of Sale - in London. New Yor~--or SYdneY. 
e Free Valuation - subject to sales instrucilon beln& receiYec51 

within 2 years. 
e All Risk Insurance of stamps - ln tra.ns1t and pendin& ~ale. 
• Ltbe:-al advances available. 

Naturally you want the b.est results. Equally naturally we 
can gtve no guarantee. But tt Is a slgnlftcant fact, that, tor the 
lt.st three years, the total realisaUI)n tor each Bond Street Auction 
Season has exceeded the four hundred thousanj pound mark. Over 
many years we have built up- and are stlll Improving- a Service 
to the Vendor of Fine and Rare Stamps that is second to none. 

The full resources of the largest and most experienced staff 
ln the field of phtlatellc auctioneering are at your disposal. Good 
class philatelic material can alway$ be considered for inclusion in 
the H. R. Harmer Auctions. 

Contact us NOW tt vou wtsl1 to sell - no matter whether 11 
~~ ex single rartt11 or a 50-t,olurne Collection. We will be alad to 
advise and helD !llmt 

H. R. HARMER LTD. 
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~ ~ Jntmnational Stamp AucdoDeers ~ 
~~ 41, NEW BOND STREET : 

:1 AND lt.T L 0 N D!!: w. 1 lt.HD lt.T l 
t NEW YORK .. PhiatllniMI, Lonciaa, W. 1,. SYDNEY • 
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