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THE INTE~POST AL SEALS 

and 

THE EARLY POSTAL SERVICES 
OF EGYPT 

by I brahin1- Chaftar (') 

(continued) 

The notice ''Notes on th e Postal 
Service" which we called "Refe
rence B" shows that the Rosetta 
Office was opened in 1871, -vve 

-have to say "Reopened", the 
POST A EUROPEA had an office 
which must have been closed 
before 1860, being excluded from 
the destinations rates of 1st Jan
uary 1860. No trace of the activity 
of this POST A EUROPEA office 
has been detected, not a cover, 
not a letter, not a cancellation and 
finally not an Interpostal Seal 
"POST A EUROPEA". 

The same year 1871 witnessed 
the closing of the Chaluf-el
Taraba Office on the Suez Canal. 
In 1872, two offices were open ed 
at Cherbine and Rhodes, this 
latter office situated in the capi
ta l of the Island of the same 
name in the Mediterranean. But 
"L ' Ammistrazione Delle Poste 
Khedeuie" (Khedevial Postal Ad
ministration)-this is the n ew 
nomination-closed the Serapium 
office on the Suez Canal. 

It was during that year 1872 
that we proved by the Postal 

LES ETIQUETTES 
INTERPOSTALES 

et les Premiers Bureaux Postaux 
d'Egypte 

pm· I bra him Chaftar (') 

(suite) 

La notice « Notes sur l~ ,Service 
Postal » que nous avons. appele 
« Reference B » signale que le 
Bureau de Rosette a ete ouvert 

· en 1871, on devrait dire «Re
ouvert », la POST A EUROPEA y 
avait un bureau qui a du etre fer
me avant 1860, n 'etant pas com
pris dans les destinations du tarif 
du l er Janvier 1860. Aucune trace 
de l'activite de ce bureau POSTA 
EUROPEA n 'a survecu, ni pli, ni 
lettr e, ni cachet ni enfin Etiquet
tes Interpostales « POSTA EU~ 

ROPEA ». 
La meme annee 1871 voit la 

fermeture du bureau Chaluf-el
Taraba sur le Canal de Suez. En 
1872 deux bureaux ont ete ou
verts a Cherbine et a Rhodes, ce 
dernier bureau situe dans la capi
ta le de l 'ile du meme nom qui se 
trouve en Mediterranee. Mais 
« L ' Ammistrazione Delle Poste 
Khedeuie » (Administration 
des Pastes Khediviales) - c'est la 
nouvelle appellation - ferma le 
bureau de Serapeum sur le Canal 
de Suez. 

C'est durant cette annee 1872 
que nous avions prouve par les 

(1 ) Cottinuecl from page 670 of L ' O.P . No. 117. 
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circulars and the Inventory of 
Postal Documents that the eleven 
offices of the Egean Sea and on 
the side of Syria , named as fol
lows, were closed on 15th. Feb
ruary 1872 : Alexandrette, Bey
routh, Kavala, Jaffa, Lagos, Lata
chia, Mersine, Salonique, Tripoli, 
Tenedos, Volo: To bear in mind 
that Tenedos seems to have been 
closed in March 1871, as it did 
not communicate any more re
ports to the Central Administra
tion since that date (see page 575 
of L 'O.P. No. 55 of July 1946, 
Vol. IV). 

However , "Reference B" does 
not signal the closure of the 
above offices until 1873. This is 
not the only anomaly concerning 
"Reference B". Is it the effect of 
the statis tics made after the 
event : one notes in 1873 what 
has been done in 1872 ? This re
mark ' is to be retained for the 
future. 

Nevertheless, still according to 
"Reference B", the office of El 
Guisr on the Suez Canal is closed 
and the office of Ras-el-Khalig in 
the North of the Delta has been 
opened together with the series 
of offices in Middle Egypt, Upper 
Egypt and the Sudan. These are 
Goddaba - Siut - Guirga - Sohag -
Kena - Luxor - Esna - Assuan -
Korosco - Wadi Halfa - Dongola -
Kartum. Then the office of Leros 
in the capital of the Island of the 
same name in the Mediterranean 
Sea near the coasts of Anatolia, 
at the South of Smyrna, wl1ere 

Circu laires Postales et l'Inventai
re des Documents Postaux que les 
onze bureaux de la mer Egee et 
de la cote de Syrie dont les noms 
suivent avaient ete fermes le 15 
Fevrier 1872 : Alexandrette - Bey
routh - Cavala - Jaffa - Lagos -
Lattachia - Mersine- Salonique -
Tripoli - Tenedos - Volo . A rele
ver en passant que Tenedos sem
ble avoir ete ferme en Mars 1871, 
car il ne communique plus aucun 
rappor t a l'Administration Cen
tra le depuis cette date. (Voir page 
575 de L'O .P. No. 55 de Juillet 
1946. Vol. IV). 

Cependant «Reference B » ne 
signale la fermeture des bureaux 
ci-dessus qu'en 1873. Nous ne 
sommes plus a une anomalie pres 
pour « Reference B ». Est-ce 
l'effet de la Statistique faite 
apres coup : on note en 1873 ce 
qui a ete fa it en 1872? Cette re
marque est a retenir pour la suite. 

Quoiqu'il en soit, toujours d'a
pres «Reference B », on ferme en 
1873 le bureau de El Guisr sur le 
Canal de Suez et on I)UVre le 
bureau de Ras-el-Khalig clans le 
Nord du Delta et toute une serie 
de bureaux en Moyenne, Haute
Egypte et au Soudan. Ce sont 
Godclaba - Siut - Guirga - Sohag -
Kena - Luxor - Esna - Assuan -
Korosco - Wadi Halfe - Dongola -
Kartum. Puis le bureau de Leros 
clans la capitale de l'ile de meme 
nom en Mer Mediterranee pres 
des cotes de l'Anatolie, au Sud 
de Smyrne, ou semblent villegia-
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the Khedive and his court went 
for vaca tion . "Reference B" omits 
to mention the opening of the 
office of Berber (Barbar ) in 1873 
though it is mentioned in Refe
rence "D" (Post Offices in Egypt) 
page 83 . It is mentioned as open
ed in 1878 with other offices in 
the Sudan . 

In the book "Alto Egitto e 
Nubia" ("Upper Egypt ai1d Nu 
bia") the author Licurgo Santoni 
tells us that the office of Siut was 
inaugurated in November 1872 by 
himself. "Les Postes en Egypte" 
informs us that th is office has not 
been opened until the 1st. of 
October 1873 (see page 83) . Whom 
to believe? The L 'O.P. No. !12 
Vol. IV of October 1945 publishE'd 
the translation of an official an
nouncement of t he "Amministra
zione Delle Poste Khediuie" (the 
Khedivial Postal Administration ) 
date the 7th. of September 1873 
announcing that on 1.10.1873 the 
following offices will be function
ing: Ghirgheh - Sohag - Kene -
Luxor - Esne - Assuan - Korosco -
W adi Halfa - Dongola - Berber 
and Kar tum. 

This document was among 
three others in the collection of 
our friend the late Dr . vV . Byam 
(Ex. Mackenzie Low collection ). 
The office of Assiout (Siut) ·was 
then opened before this date as 
indicated by the rest of the notice 
giving the Lower and Middle 
Egypt tarr·if at Siut : Pt 1 each 
10 grs, and from Siu t to Kar tum: 
P t 1 for 10 grs. 

turer le Khedive et sa suite. «Re
ference B » oublie de signaler 
l'ouverture du bureau de Berber 
(Barbar) en 1873 pourtant signa
le par Reference D (Les Postes 
en Egypte) page 83. E lle ne le 
signale ouver t qu'en 1878 avec 
d'autres bureaux du Soudan. 

Dans l'ouvrage « Alto Egitto e 
Nubia » l'au teur Licu rgC?' Santoni 
nous dit que le bureau de Siut fut 
inaugure en ovembre 1872 par 
lui-meme. « Les Postes en Egyp
te » nous renseignent que ce der
nier bureau n 'a ete ouvert que le 
l er Octobre 1873 (Voir page 83). 
Qui croire? L'O. P . No. 52 Vol. IV 
cl'Octobre 1945 avait publie la tra
duction d'une annonce officiell2 
de « L ' Amministrazione Delle Pos
te Khediuie » datee le 7 Septembre 
1873 annon<;ant que le 1.10.1873 
les bureaux suivants seront en 
fon ction : Ghirgheh - Sohag -
Kene - Luxor - Esne - Assuan -
Karosco - Wadi Halfe - Dongola -
Berber et Kartum . 

Ce document fa isait partie de 
trois au tres clans la collection de 
notre regrette le Dr. W. Byam 
(Ex. collection Mackenzie Low). 
Le bu reau d'Assiout (Siut) etait 
done ouver t avant cette date, 
comme la suite du texte de la no
t ice l'indique en donnant le tari f 
de la Basse et Moyenne-Egypte a 
Siut : P 1 chaque 10 grs, et de 
Siu t a Kartum : P 1 par 10 grs. 
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In 1874, Egypt represented by 
Giacomo Muzzi Bey, Director 
General of the Khedivial Postal 
Administration, participated in 
the 1st International Congress of 
Berne and thus took part in the 
Conference which crowned his 
activities with the convention 
foundiug "The Universal Postal 
Union .',' 

On the lOth of May 1874 an 
office - Ramses - on the Zaga
zig-Ismailia line - was founded 
for serving as a sorting station 
for the mail going or coming from 
Ismailia; anyhow, this office h2d 
a short life as it was closed in 
1877. The administration also 
closed in 1874 the office of Em
baba near Cairo. 

In 1875 the office of Kassala in 
Sudan (Taka province), Mallaoui 
and Manfa lut in Upper Egypt 
were opened, the office of Leros 
was definitively closed. During 
my studies on the da tes of open
ings and closures of Egypt ian 
Offices established abroad, I 
found that Leros was probably an 
office opened during summer 
only : it functioned from J uly 
1873 to December 1873 and from 
J une 1874 to September 1874. 

Nothing was opened in 1876, 
neither in 1877 according to "R e
ference B." Though as it was very 
well pointed by ou r colleague 
Charles Fox in h is magnificent 
article published in the Quarterly 
Circular Vol. IV No . 11 of J une 
1956 page 142, the office of Zeila 

En 1874, l'Egypte representee 
par Giacomo Muzzi Bey, Directeur 
General des Postes Khediviales, 
prit part aux travaux du l er 
Congres International de Berne 
et participa ainsi a la Conference 
qui couronna ses travaux par la 
Convention fondant « L'Union 
Postale Universelle ». 

Le 10 Mai 1874 un bureau -
Ramses - sur la ligne Zagazig
Ismailia - fut fonde afin de ser
vir de gare de triage pour le 
courrier partant ou arrivant par 
Ismailia ; d'ailleurs ce bureau 
n'eu t qu 'une vie breve car il fut 
ferme en 1877. L'admin istration 
ferma egalement en 1874 le bu
reau de E mbabe pres du Caire. 

En 1875 le bmeau de Kassala 
au Soudan (province de Taka), 
Mallaoui et Manfalut en Haute
Egypte sont ouverts. Le bureau 
de Leros est ferme definitivement. 
J 'avais trouve, lors de mes etu
des sur les dates d'ouvertures et 
de fermetures des bureaux egyp
ti ns etablis a l 'Etranger que 
c'etait probablement un bureau 
qui n 'etait ouvert que durant 
l'ete : il a fonctionne de Juillet 
1873 a Decembre 1873 et de Juin 
1874 a Septembre 1874. 

Rien n 'a ete ouvert en 1876, ni 
en 1877 d'apres «Reference B ». 
Pourtant, comm~ le souligne si 
bien notre collegue Cha rl es Fox 
clans son magistral article oublie 
dans le Quarterly Circular Vol. IV 
No. 11 de J uin 1956 page 142, le 
burea u de Zeila tout au ;noins 
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at least should have existed in 
1876, because I found a "R edi
conto" (Report) for the month of 
July 1876 written in the R egister 
of "Documen t i" (Documents) 
kept at the Post Office Adminis
tration. I have in my possession, 
still unedited, four documents, 
copied from the postal circulars; 
which seem to put into evidence 
the presence of distribution of
fices at Berbera, Zeila and Harr·ar 
and that the office of Suez was 
used as a transit office for any 
correspondance sent to Aden, 
Berbera, Zeila and Harrar by the 
Khedivial mail-boat service. This 
is given out by a circular dated 
25th July 1976 No. 5025. No need 
to remind that these last three 
locali ties were part of the pos
sessions administrated by Egypt 
following the grant of the Otto
man Firman of 1/ 7/ 1875 to the 
Khedive ; "Reference B" did not 
show them as opened until 1881. 

Due to an extraordinary chance 
a letter sent to "Lucca" ? found 
its way to us bearing an inter
postal type V and an obliteration 
type V POSTE EGIZIANE 
(EGYPTIAN POST 0 F F ICE) 
dated 30 Oct. 1976. This unique 
piece was included in the famous 
sale of the late D1·. W. Byam's 
collection. 

I solicit the happy owner of 
this jewel to give us a good photo
graphy, entire recto-verso and 
text, of the letter in 'order to 
publish it in a good place in the 
L'O. P. 

devait exister en 1876, car j'avais 
trouve un « Rendiconto - comp
te rendu » pour le mois de Juillet 
1876 note sur le Registre des 
« Documenti » conserve a !'Admi
nistration des Postes. J e possede, 
encore inedits, quatre documents, 
copies des cir culaires postales, 
d 'ou il semble decouler :ra pre
sence de bureaux de distribution 
a Berbera, Zeila et Harrar et que 
le Bureau de Suez servait cte Bu
reau de transit pour toute corr·es
pondance adressee a Aden, Ber
bera, Zeila et Harrar par le 
Service des Bateaux-postes Khe
diviaux. Ceci decoule d 'une circu
laire datee 25/ 7/ 76 No. 502.5. 
Inutile de rappeler que ces trois 
dernieres localites faisaient partie 
des possessions administrees par 
l'Egypte a la suite de l'octroi du 
firman Ottoman du 1/ 7/ 1875 au 
Khedive; «Reference B » ne les 
signale ouverts qu'en 1881. 

Par un hasard extraordinaire il 
a surnage jusqu'a nous un entier 
adresse a « Lucca » ? portant un 
Interpostal type V. et une oblite
ration Type V POSTE EGIZIANE 
datee 30 OTT 76. Cette piece 
unique etait . dans la fameuse 
vente de la collection du Dr. W. 
Byam. J e demande a l'heureux 
acquereu r de ce joyau de nous . 
faire avoir une bonne photogra
phie, entiere recto-verso et texte, 
du pli pour les publier en bonne 
place de l'O.P . En attendant 
nous donnons en reproduction de 
ce qui a servi d' ill ustration au 
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Meanwhile, the best we can do 
is to present a reproduction of 
what has served as illustration 
for the sale cata logue : 

In 1876, Muzzi quits th e Post 
Office at the best of his age : !J !l 
years placed on ret iremen t, as a 
v ictim of hard times. The whole 
country is th en in a financial, 
th en political crisis. This is the 
period of the Anglo-French con
dominium. An Englishman A. 
Caillard, orig inating from Guer
~1esey island, takes charge of the 
posta l administration in which h e 
introduced wide economies : dis
missing more than 70 I ta li an 
agents and r educing the income 
of the remaining ones ; the Italian 
_language was forced to yield 
place to th e French langu age, of 
course still bes ides the local 
language: Arabic. 

In 1878, according to "Referen
ce B," nine post offices wer e 
founded in Sudan : Barbar - Fa-

catalogue de la vente fau te de 
mieux : 

En 1876, Muzzi quitte la Poste 
a la fl eur de l'age : 54 ans, mis a 
la retra ite, victime des temps 
durs . Tout le pays est alors en 
cri se fin ancier e puis polit ique. 
C'est l'epoque du Condominium 
Anglo-franc;ais . Un Anglais A. 
Caillard, orig inaire de l'ile de 
Guernesey, prend en main !'Ad
minis trat ion des Postes et y in
troduit de profondes economies : 
licenciem ent de plus de 70 agen ts 
italien s et r eduction des r evenus 
du r es tant , la langu e italienne est 
obl igee de ceder la place a la lan
gue fran<;aise, toujours bien en
tendu a cote de la langue du 
pays: l'arabe. 

En 1878, d'apres « Reference 
B » n euf bureaux postaux son t 
fondes au Soudan : Barbar - Fa 
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cher - F achoda - Fazoglou - G:=t
daref - Karkoef - Moussalamia -
Obeid - Sennar. 

The circular No. 191/ 77/ 227 of 
14/ 8/ 78 an nounce too the open
ing of t ll ese ordinary offices and 
15 others of simple distribution, 
at the E as t, W est and Sou th of 
Kartum : (a) Ordinary offices : 
F acher - Fachouda - F'azoglou -
Gadareff - Karkongh - Messa la
mieh- Obeid- Sennar; (b) Offices 
of simple distribution not allowed 
to handle registered material : 
Abu-Hamed, Ameclib, Chaka, 
Da ra, Debba, Fodja, Ga llabat, 
Halfaic, Kobtabic, Kawa , Kohe, 
Kolkal, Matamme, Om DoUt·man , 
Senekhit. The public was as l.;.ed 
to indicate the name of the 
agencies to which these later of
fices depended by mscr iption on 
the letters. 

(Once more, I bring to your 
atten tion tha t this circular of 1878 
does not mention the office of 
Berber (Barbar ) among the ne·wly 
opened ones fo r the good reason 
that it bad been opened 'with the 
previous offices in Sudan in 
1873 ). 

However, other sources had in
dicated that these offices were 
opened in 1877, this sounds in-,
possible, Gordon Pasha having 
drawn himself his famous scheme 
to San toni in January 1878 on one 
of his trips from Berber to Khar
tum, in which he indica t d the 
places be wished to see supplied 
with postal offices. 

cher - Fachoda - Fazoglou - Gada·
ref - Karkoe£ - Moussalamia -
Obeid - Sennar . 

La circulaire No. 191/ 77/ 227 du 
14/ 8/78 nous annonce aussi l'ou
verture de ces burea ux urdinaire3 
et de 15 autres de s imple dis tr ibu · 
tion a l'est, ouest et sud de Kar
tu m : (a) Bureaux ordina ires : 
Facher - Fachouda - Fazoglou -
Gadareff - Karkongh - Messala
mieh - Obeid - Sennar ; ( b ) Bu
reaux de s imple distribution non 
admis a l' echange des )bjets re
commandes : Abou-Ha med, Amc
dib, Chaka, Dara , Dcbba, Fodja, 
Ga llabat, Halfaie, Kobta1Jie, Ka 
-vva , Kobe, Kolkal, Matamme, Om 
Dourman , Scnekhit. Le public 
eta it pr ie d'in diquer ]e !lOm des 
agences dont depcndaient ces der
n iers bureaux en suscription sur 
les plis. 

(J e fais de nouveau remarqu er 
que cette circulaire de 1878 ne 
mentionne pa le bureau de Ber
ber (Barbar) parmi les nouveaux 
ouver ts pour la bonne raison qu 'il 
avait ete ouvert avec les prece
dents bureaux du Soudan en 
1873). 

D'autres sources avai ent pour· 
tant signale qu e ces bureaux 
avaient ete ouverts en 1877, ceci 
etait impossible, Gordon Pacha 
ayant dessine lui-meme son fa-· 
meux schema a Santoni en Jan
vier 1878 lors de son voyage en 
commun de Berber a Khartoum 
et ou le general indiqua les lieux 
qu 'il desirait voir munir de bu
reaux postau x. 
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These offices seem, anyway, 
to ha ve function ed in April 1878, 
as indicated by a European tra
veller (see page 145 of the Italian 
work "GORDON - GESSI e b. l'e
conquista del Sudan 1874-81" 
("GORDON - GESSI and the re
conquest of Sudan 1874-81" ) hy 
C. Zaghi .) 

The card published in L'O. P. 
No. 88 Vol. VI II of October 1954, 
page 483 indicates all the above 
offices, except Karkough which 
we could not locate. 

Finally in 1879 the offices of 
Kafr-El-Cheikh, Kotour and Tala 
were opened. 

If we reca pi tu late the period 
from 1871 to 1879 w find that the 
Ad ministration opened : 

1 + 2 + 14 + 1 + 3 + 9 + 3 = 
33 offices. 

P OSTAL 

Ces bureaux semblent en tous 
cas fon ctionner en A vril 1878, 
comme le signale un voyageur 
europeen (Voir page 145 de l'ou
vrage en italien « GORDON
GESSI e la riconquista del Sudan 
1874-81 de C. Zaghi). La carte pu
bliee dans L 'O. P. No. 88 Vol. VIII 
Octobre 1954 page 483 indique 
tous les burea ux ci-dessus, sauf 
Karkough que nous n 'avons pu 
situer. 

E nfin en 1879 les bureaux de 
Kafr-El-Cheikh - Kotour et Ta la 
sont ouverts. 

Si nous recapitulons cette pe
riode de 1871 a 1879 nous voyons 
qu e l' Administration a ouvert : 

1 + 2 + 14 + 1 + 3 + 9 + 3 = 
33 bureaux. 

DOCUMEN T 

The following photos which were received with thanks from Mr. 
Gino Piperno of Mi lan, Italy (member N" 696) illustrate the four pages 
of "Form N" 39" used by the Postal Administration in 1888 for "A VIS 

DE RECEPTION". 
Unfortunately, the postage stamp affixed to the first page of the 

"Form" does not show clearly, but it is the 1 l•iastre, blue, of the 1881 
issue, canceiled by ''ALEXA DRIA - RAS EL TI T" postmark. 

It may be noticed that the "Form" was sen t from Alexandria on 
7/ 5/ 1888, r eceived at Atfe the second day and returned to Alexandria 
on 9/ 5/ 1888. 
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P age No. 1 

(W 39 1 'i ;_;) 

ADMINIS TRATIO:t'f DES POSTES D 'EGYFTE 

desire savoir s'il a ete rer;u . 

"(1\ .. 
'-:'~ - r 

0~\.,_JIJ-)1 - -

Signamre, 

-~Y.! 
;;~~· -''t ~~ 

( I) Indiqu.:or Ll na lu :-e de !'en voi · ~ i c 'c:-.t un obje t rccommand~, -me le t trc de va!cur dCcb. rCc, 
ou un colis ,pos tal a ve_c ou ~ns "a!eur dt:cfaree. 

---
Cct avis doil etrc renvoy~ . so':'s rccommanda tion d'~ffi ce,_ au bureau d"origine, muni _ de la signa

ture du des tinatairc; si ce dern1er ne consen t p ;\:) a le 5Jgne r, :~on aefu.:; e t la rem 1se · de l'e nvoi 
doivcn t t!tre a ttestCs p:tr l'empJo·ye du _burcau do des tination, leque l u.M i..;e tJ. cet e[et la formule 
ci-dc:3sus en la modifbnt. Le bureau d"or igin~ se charge, en:3uite, de lh faire tcnir a l'~xpedi teur 
commc obje t recommand~ . ' 

Au mom r.n l de l'c:qJt!d ltion, on do it att~c.he~ Celle for mule cl l'e~Ytii a~·ec _ u~. ep in glc, exccpte 
pour les co li:; post...1.ux , pour lcsquels clle du1t etre a~ tachCc au bul!etm..fu l expeJ.Jtlon . 

<t}cJ' J-~-A:r-J--:---:,.).Ji;J ,;.:.__,c;l:,'":"tJ.,.;.._,j:..~~..:....· t> I~·I~L-J )/I(J>t' _,.::._ ( \) 

J'e: r. ,k,.l ~j.J\\".}IJ-.).I..:.r--~o'\.,:,. 1 .;~~ )/lj-).1 ~CJ0-JY:'-_. fJI IJ.A,.J~! 
'-:-:..'liJof":'JM;,~I.M>uJd-II:.<.:.J,~l~J'Jt(.L.;UoJ..:JJj~ luL:).I~\i.;~ 

.c:..J-_,....M~~I:A~{-:l!IJ,o 1/IJ-).I 
.Jl>As.a:.<::, t c ~_,:II >.J::r k,:ij:,uA .S:.;_U-1._,..~ ~~~U:-'=LI 1~_;;~~11-; ':ll~..t,aiJt.:: 

JL-J>':It4t.<: J _,\':.u1u~t 
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Admin.istra.. tion. des Pastes d'Egyp't;e 

~r1.1 .... :_ ... y~I4-J~ 

:·~ \·· . AVIS DE RECEPTION 
\';~} ~~~ 

~· :·:! i-'-1 
· ':; ·1 · ~ . ·. r:J ,.,, . 

A U EUREA U DES FOSTES 
Jl a~ 4.4:;{: __ ·7· ..• ~j~ ~2!-.~~~.c . . 'T--. 
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JiitBt fBBUt 1866. 
A PAPER READ BEFORE THE ROYA L PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON, 

ON j ANUARY 29TH, 1931. 

BY DR. W. BYAM, O.B.E., F.R. P.S.L. 

Prefatory R enwrks : 

This study w as prepared by the late Dr. Byam thirty-six years ago, 
but it has neve?" been supeTseded. It is a classic piece of litemt u?"e on 
Egyptian stamps , and con-tains 1nuch detailed information that a 
specialist in Egyptian stamps cannot be w ithou t. The i ssues of the 
London Philateli st i n which the a1·ti'Cle was oTiginally published have 
long been out of print, and copies are. very difficult to find . ·The Royal 
Phi latelic Society has now very kindly granted pe?"mission to reprint 
Dr. Byam's article, so as to m ake its v aluable content available to the 
new genemtion of Egyptian specia li sts . 

In the inte-rvening years, certain additional infonnation has come 
to light , but the fundamen-ta l conclusions remain as valid as ever. The 
a1·ticle was incomplete to the e.rtent that it did not include detailed 
information on the 1, 2, and 5 P.T. values . Dr. Byam himself did much 
to fill this gap by armnging for the inclusion of descriptions of the ten 
types of the 2 and 5 P.T. va lues in the catalog of the sale of his collection 
by Robsoru Lowe, Ltd. , in 1.961. P e1·haps it nwy be possible to p1·esent 
these in amplified form with illustrative diagmms in a later time. T he 
1 piast er value, being p1·inted by typogmphy, presents entirely differ ent 
problems, and is n ot amenable to the same tTeatment . There are not 
ten types co?Tesponcling to those of the lithogmphs, and the way in 
which the o1·iginal die w as 1·eplicated to form a plate of 200 1·emains 
uncertain to this clay . 

Dr. Byam ment ioned that he was ·unable to tmce die proofs of any 
v al1ie. Since his cL?·tide w as w1·itten, an apparent clie p1·oof of the 10 P.T. 
v alue came to light in the Ceysens collection; its o1·igin is unknown to 
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me. The sectio'I?J on postal mw·kings and postal Totes at the end of 
DT. Byam's aTticle can be considembly amplified in the light of lateT 
discoveries, but as these have been published in L 'O.P. in moTe recent 
yeaTs, nwTe is not needed he?'e. 

Peter A. S. Smith. -·-
SU::VI MARY. 

I. INTRODUCTION. 

II. CIRCUMSTANCES LF.ADI NG UP TO THE I SSUE OF STAMPS. 

Ill. T HE PRODUCTION oF THE I ssuE. 

I V . THE LITHOGRAPHED VALUES. 

V . PosTAL STATus. Pos TAL R ATES . Pos TAL OBLITERATIONS. 

I. I N TRODUCTION . 

HK r invited last summer to prepare this paper, I had great 
hopes that I should succeed before to-night in completing 
my study of the fi rst issue of Egypt. Instead I find myself 
far from such a goal, and must accordingly crave your 
pardon and indulgence. 

Lack of leisure has been the greatest handicap with 
which I have had to contend, but I must also admit that I gravely underestimated 
the magnitude of the task. Material for study is scanty, blocks of all values are 
rare, and of the two highest values apparently non-existent. The printing is so 
badly done that distinguishing marks on many stamps are lost, and much addi
tional material is rendered useless for my purpose by bad centreing. 

Such difficulties, however, are common to many philatelic tasks, but the one 
which is peculiar to the present study and which has caused me most trouble 
must be experienced to be fully appreciated. I refer to the fact that the stamps 
of this issue have no top or bottom ti11 they receive the overprint. Failure t o 
recognize differences between th e upper and lower halves of the various designs 
<;aused the workmen to place them indifferently when preparing the plates and 
stones, and later permitted the sheets of stamps to be fed to press for overprinting 
with either of the long margins uppermost. As there is no certain top to the stamps 
or to the sheets, it has been difficult to decide such problems' as when a watermark 
is upright or inverted . A watermark which appears upright in relat ion to the 
overprint is often inverted in relat ion to the design, as seen on the unwatermarked 
proof sheets . But who is to say that the proof sheets were not inverted when 
overprin ted ? 

It may be seen, therefore, that combin ations of design, overprint , and water
mark are numerous and do much t o coirfuse the points at issue. Each design 
can be found with the overprint both ways up, thus constituting the old Types 
I and II, and every individual unit O!l the sheets of two hundred stamps can, 
and apparently does, exist with the overprint upright and inverted. 

My study has been based on the set of complete proof sheets now in the 
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possession of H.M. King Fuad, but formerly part of the Mackenzie' Low collection, 
and I hasten to say that without the loan of these proof sheets, I could have accom
plished little or nothing. My sincere thanks arc therefore due to Mr. Mackenzie 
Low, who has always and most cour teously placed his knowledge and material 
at my service. 

II. CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING UP TO THE ISSUE OF STAMPS. 

The first attempt at a modern postal se rvi ce in Egy pt was establi shed in 
1843 as a pmcly local couri er service, and was a pri va te venture owned by an 
Itali an , Carl o Meratt i. Th e se rvice 11·as known as the Post a E.uropca, its chief 
fun ct ion being to co ll ect le tters for t ransmission through the foreign government 
post offices at Alexandria, where a lso was situated the head office of l\1cra tt i's 
organization. On th e death of Mcra tti his business passed into til e hands of his 
nephew, Tito Chin i, who took into partnership a fellow-coun t ryman of great 
energy and ad ministrati ve ability, Giacomo Muzzi. M uzzi constantl y e:--;tendcd his 
opera ti ons, and in r862 he received a forma l Government concess ion for ten years ; 
but the undertaking proved so profitable tha t th e Government purchased the 
monopoly, three years later, on condition that l\Tu zz i would remJin as Director
Genera l. This he did until 1876, 11·hen he resigned . Lette rs carrier! by the Posta 
E uropea bear a elated hand s tamp of the office where t hey 11·cre rece ived, but no 
indicat ion of th e t a riff charged , and no stamp of the oflicc of des tination. The 
Head Office stamp reads : 

Direzione dell a Posta E uropea 
Alcss<tndr ia ]) 'Egit to. 

Th e stamp for Cairo bears t he superscri ption : 
Agenzia cl ella Posta E uropea. 

Stamps of provincial offi ces merely read Pos ta E uropea and th e town na me. 
Aft er the Egypti an Government took over th e service in r 865 an ofltcial 

circular hand stamp was substituted, bearing the words Poste \ ice- ltcali Egiziane, 
th e tmm name, and the date. This postmark was used on the front of correspond
ence and on Post Office forms of rece ipt. Letters \\"ere s tamped on t he reverse 
with t he circul ar mark of the office of dest ination, and ju dging by the two dates 
thus shown th e t ransmission of ma il was nearly as expedit ious as it is to-clay . 

As soon as the Government took over the pos tal se rvice t he use of postage 
stamps must have been decided on. l\ umerous essays arc known t_o have been 
submitt ed. A contract for printing the stamps was eventually placed in Italy , 
and was secured by the ftrm of Pellas Brothers (Fratelli Pell as) in Genoa. The 
Offtcial Notice announcing the issue to be made on r;:;t J anuary, rSG6 , is dated at 
Cairo on r 8th December, r 865, and is signed by lVI uzz i Bey . 

Ill. THE PRODUCTION OF THE I SSUE. 

The issue consisted of seven values : 5, r o, and 20 para, r, 2, 5, and ro piastres . 
All appear to have been ready and in use from rst January, r SGG. They were 
superseded by the issue of r st August, 1867, though th ey con tinued to be available 
for postal franking till 31st August, r867. Th e art ist re~pon s i ble for the designs 
is unknown, and I have been un able to trace :1. ny di e- proofs. Th e somewhat .flat 
appearance of the stamps sugges ts that the d ies \\·ere engraved on stone, a practice 
not uncommonat that period . Dr. Diena, witb whom I have corresponded on the 
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subject, is unable to t hrow further light on the origin of the issue, and like myself 
is a t a lost to explain the need for the different methods employed to produce t he 
various values . 

I ~ IASTRE. Surface printed in sheets of 200 : two panes of r oo each, ten rows 
of ro . Overprin t typographed. The two panes were separated by a pl;J.in vertical 
gutier. The paper employed is without watermark, is wh iter than that used for 
the other values and has a distinctly glossy surface. As r piastre (2td .) was the 
duty for let ters from one town to anot J:-. er in Egypt, it may be surmised that the 
r piastre stamp was considered the one of most importance to start the new regime, 
and was ii1 consequence printed hurriedly in advance by t he means most readi ly 
ava ilable, and before the watermarked paper was rece ived. The plate wo re badly 
and the stamps in consequence offer a rich fie ld for study, but I have not yet been 
able to devote adequate attention to them. 

5, IO, AND 20 PARA : 5 AND I O PI ASTRES. Lithographed in sheets of 200 : 
t en rows of 20 each. Overprint lithograpl1.ed . The paper is coarse wove with 
slightly roughened surface. Each stamp bears as a watermark a pyramid sur
moun ted by a star. 

2 PL\STR ES. Lithographed in sheets of 200, arranged as the other lithographed 
values and on similar paper. The overprint is t ypogra phed . I have not ye t been 
able to study this value, and doubt whether work on it can ever be carried out 
sati sfactoril y owing to the poor definiti on obtained in the yellow ink. If the 
work could be clone the stamp should prove of considerable interest, as there 
would appea r to have been t wo distinct printings, judged by the fact th a t two 
types of marginal inscriptions, differing in size, can be recogni zed. 

i\L\RGil\AL J l\SCRI PTI O:\S a ppear on a ll sheets of every value and form part 
of the ove rprint. They reacl as follows : 

Top--VI CE H. EALI PosTE Ec iZL\ 1\ E. Eight- F RANCO BOLLI (and va lue) . 
Bottom-MI:-< ISTERO D u LAYOR I P unn u cr. Left-same as right but read

ing upwards. 
The marginal inscriptions on the r piastre sheets are in smaller let ters than those 
used for the lithographed values. 

TII E DIES. Only one di e was employed for the production of the sta1nps of 
each denomination, but as no value has the top and bottom halves exactly alike, 
two types of each stamp have been described , according as one or other half of the 
design was pbced uppermost in rela.tion to the overprint. F or the proper und·er
s tanding of the production of this issue, the overprint should a t tirst be disrega rded. 
It is then obviously convenient to discard the old nomencla ture of two types, and 
essenti a l to fix a top and bottom for each design, and to thi> end I have attempted 
to lind out how the prin t ing plates and stones were built up. The surface-printed 
stamps rema in fur future stud y . l will now t urn to those produced by lithography. 

IV . THE LITHOG RAPHED VALUES. 

In a paper submitted in competition for the Sir Nicholas \Va terhouse Cup · 
(P infate!ic j oumal of Great l.Jrifain , Vol. :XL; ?\os. 472 and 474) I describzd the 
s teps by which I arri ved at an understanding of the printing stone used for the 
production of the 20 para stamps. Study of the other li thographed values h as 
revealed the fact that the stones used for t heir production were built up in a similar 
fashion. I propose, therefore, to describe the general principles applying to all 
denomi1.1ations and, subsequently, the peculiarities of each value in detail. 
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T HE PROD UCTI ON OF THE PRINTI NG S TONES OF ALL VAL UES . .. 

Ten transfers were t aken from the d ie and laid down on a matrix stone as 
a vert ical column of ten impressions of the design. These te n impressions give 
us t he t en types of each design, and the flaws by which t hey arc recognized are 
seen t o recu-r across t he sheet. As no differences between the upper and lower 
halves of the design were recognized , some of the impressions were placed one way 
up on the mat ri x stone and some in the reversed position (inverted ). In the same 
way transfers from the matrix of ro were not recogni zed as having a top or 
bottom, and so were laid down on the prin ting stone, some upright and some 
inverted. T vventy such transfers from the mat rix were laid down side by side tu 
form ~he printing stone of two hundred impressions. Fla\\·s ari sing during t he 
t ransfer of impressions from the matrix stone do not recur and arc therefore 
t ertiary or printing stone flaws. No true t op or bottom of the sheet of stamps 
could be said t o exist till the overprin t, '.vh ich was an integral part of each 
stamp, had been applied . At first it seem~td convenien t to consider the sheets 
normall y overprinted as seen on the Mackenzie Low proof sheets, but this view 
now requires modification . Instead I have attempted to find out which was the 
first matrix transfer laid clown on each print ing stone . This transfer I have 
considered to indicate the left side of the print ing stone or the right side of the 
printed sheet. Having determined the right-hand margin of the sheet, the top of 
the sheet is thereby fix ed, and I have accepted the top stamp of the right-hand 
column, printed from the top impression of the matrix transfer-fi rst laid clown, as 
the design in the upright position . Of the values I have studied, the upright 
design corresponds to the old Type I on the 5 para and ro piastre stamps, and t o 
the ol d Type II on the ro and 20 para. I am unable as yet to speak regarding the 
2 and 5 piastres. So far I have considered the proof sheets of the 5, ro, and 
2 0 para to bear the overprint upright. That of the ro piastres is nearly certainly 
overprint ed inverted . My reasons for this decision will be given later. Further 
study of the ro para is required to determine whether I am right in my present 
Vl e W. 

THE SETTING Of THE LITHOGRAPHED OVERPRINTS. 

Five transfers of the overprint die were laid clown in a vertical column on a 
matrix stone . Two transfers from the matrix stone were taken and laid clown , 
one above the other, to form a column of ten impressions on an intermediate stone. 
Twenty transfers from the intermediate stone were placed side by side to form 
the pri11ting stone of two hundred impressions. The flaws characteristic of the 
five primary types of overprint may be seen repeated throughout two rows of 
stamps on each sheet, viz . Type I on rows r and 6 ; Type II on rows z and 7, and 
so on . Flaws arising on the intermediate stone are repeated along one row only 
and constitute secondary (recurrent) flaws. Flaws ari sing during the transfer of 
impressions from the intermediate stone do not recur and are therefore tertiary 
or printing stone fla\vs. 
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PECULIARITIES 01' THE VARIOUS VALUES. 

5 Para. Pale grey , grey, grey-green. Nearly all the stamps bear the water
mark inverted in relation to the overprint . Stamps with the watermark upright 
are among the great ra rities of Egypt. The make-up of the stone is seen from the 
diagram illust rating the proof sheet. One hundred and twenty- two units are up
right, i.e. the rays of the star point on either side of the right-hand upper corner 
t a blet. Seventy-eight are inverted, i. e. one ray of the star points to the right-hand 
upper corner t ablet. Seven transfers from the matrix stone are upright and 
thirteen inverted. On the matrix stone the top impression is upright , the 
other nine being inverted. The ten types are recognized as follows : 

Type r. Design upright. 

" 

(a) Small break ir1 upper outer frame line just to right of tablet con
taining'' 5- '' 

(u) Wide breach in lower outer frame line from half-way along left 
corner tablet containing " PARA " to point of first diamond. 

2 . Design inverted . 
(a) Small break in upper outer frame line just to lef t of point of third 

diamond. · 
(b) Small break in lower outer frame line just to right of point ·of 

big central .diamonq . 
(c) Wide breach with weak margins in uppe r outer frame line from 

above tablet containing "5 " to right of point of first diamond . 
(d) \A.'ide breach in lower outer frame line from under centre of tablet 

contain ing "PAR,\ " to right extremit y of ftrst diamond , with 
fragments in the gJ p. 

3. Design inverted. 
(a) Vertica l coloured line from inner end of left upper corner ta blet 

t o inner frame line. 
(b) Sharp break in upper outer frame line just to left of (a ), this line 

being fr~gment ed above first d iamond in upper border. 
(c) lower outer frame line fragmented from level with top of "P" 

nearl y t o right extremity of first diamond in lower border, th e 
most marked break is wide and just below the point of the 
diamond. 

4· D esign inverted. 
(a) Coloured fragment ad 11erent to upper outer frame line above 

sixth diamond . 
(b) Minute coloured fragment ad herent to lower outer frame line 

below curve of "5 ' ' and break in line to left of this with single 
fragment in its centre. 

(c) fragmented upper outer frame line from near lc.ft corner to right 
point of first diamond. 

(d ) Di tto in lower outer frame lin e· from mid point of left lower t ablet 
to right point of first diamond. 

5· Design in verted. 
(a) "J{" of" P ARA " in upper corner is broken (R). 
(b) Wide break in lower outer frame line extend ing under whole 0 1 

left corner tablet and two-thirds of first diamond ; the upper 
outer frame line is complete . 
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Type 6. Design invert ed . 

,, 

(a) Break in lower outer fr ame line to right of point of fourth diamond, 
the ex tremity to the right of the break is thickened and turned 
upwards. 

(b) Ray of right upper s tar pointing to corner is b roken on upper 
margin near the poin t. 

(c) Breach in upper frame line above inner portion of tablet con
t aining "5." 

(d) Ditto in lower outer fra me line below inner half of tablet con
t aining " PARA " to right extremity of first diamond. 

7· Design in verted . 
(a) Upper outer frame line fragmented from mid point of left corner 

tablet to right extremity of first diamond. 
(b) Ditto lower outer frame line from mid point of left tablet to 

right extremity of first diamond. 

(c) Sa_mr line broken just to right of point of sixth dia mond (in many 
instanct•s lh <.; point of thi s diamond is joined to the inner fram<.; 
lin e by a coloured hair line) . 

, 8. Design in vn tcd. 
Basal st roke missing from ray o f left. upper star pointing to lower 

part of larrre centra l diamond. 
9· Design im·e rted . 

(a) Breach in tip of ray of right upper star point ing to " PARA" and 
terminal cross bar missing . 

(b) Circle round left lower star broken in two places between th e two 
rays poi11 ting towards the corner. 

(c) Upper outer frame line broken above point of fi fth diamond and 
above left third of tablet containing" PAR 11." 

(d) Lo,,·er outer fra me line breached from top of" P " to right point 
of first dia moncl. 

" I O. Design inverted. 
(a) Break in inner circle round right lower star between the two rays 

pointing upwards and inwards. 
(b) Short break in upper outer frame line mid-way between fifth 

and sixth diamon• 1s. The outside frame line shows no ·wide breach. 
(c) Horizontal colou ·ed bar joining left upper corner tablet a t its 

lower end to inne~ coloured frame line. 
(d) Left lower fram e line of lirst diamond in upper border is broken. 

T!trec substituted transf ers occur: 
I. Stamp 137: Type 3 upright (as compared with Type 3 on the matrix stone : 

t he design is in t he inverted position) for Type 4 in verted. 
2. Stamp 157 : Type 4 inverted for Type 3 inve rt ed. 
3· Stamp 165: Type 2 upri ght for Type 2 in verted. 

It seems obvious that these substitution s took place on the printing stone after 
the mat rix transfers hac! been la id down complete. 

Pcrjoratiou : r z1; 1 2 ~ x 13; 13 X r z}; 13; imperf. and partly imperf. 
Dange rous forgeri es of thi s value ex ist, th ey may be d istingui shed by th e nar
rower whit e areas around the roset te-like portion. of th e central design. 
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IO Para. Brown , ll::l rk brown, chocolate-brown , and light brown. The earlier 
printings a rc on th icker pa per, which is sometimes tint ed , and have tint ed gum ; 
the later printings arc on thi n whi te paper and have colourl ess gum. Most of the 
stamps bear th e watermark upright in relati on to the overprint. Frequ~.:ntly 

th e overpri nt is inve rted when compared with the proof sheet. Stamps showing 
th e watermark inverted in relat ion to t he overprin t are not uncommon. The 
make-up of t he stone is seen from th e d iagram illustrating the proof sheet . One 
hundred and seven teen units are upright , i. e t he right-hand upper corner hook in 
the border is open upwards. E ight y-three miit s arc inverted , i.e the right-hand 
upper corner hook is open downwards . . Twelve transfers from the mat rix stone 
~:tre upright and eight inverted. On the mat rix stone all the impressions are 
upright with the exception of No. 6. The ten types a re recognized as follows : 

Type r. Design upright. 
(a) Cross bar from lower right t riangle. 
(b) Right upper lozenge is open a t outer end and the circle above it 

shows a wide breach , 

(c) Wide breaches in lower outer frame line beneath first , ?CC(lhtl , and 
seventh hoob . 

" 2. Design upright. 
(a) Cross bars from both lower triangles. 
(b) Small coloured projection from right upper tr iangle level wit h 

third horizontal line from t op. 
(c) Similar proj ection from inner surface of left upper tablet contain

" r o " level with top line of triangle. 

3· Design upright. 
(a) Cross bars from both lower triangles. 
(b) Breaks in the base line of both lower lozenges. 
(c) Sharp break in lower outer frame line beneath upright of fourth 

hook, the end on the left is turned upwards. 

, 4· Design upright. 
(a) Cross bar from lower r!ght triangle; faint trace of similar bar on 

left . 
(b ) Small break in third horizontal line of left upper triangle near its 

left-h and end. 
(c) Minute break in fifth horizontal line of right lower triangle at the 

junction of inner and middle thirds. 
(d) Minute sharp break in upper outer frame line just to left of up

right of third hook. 

5· D esign upright. 
(a) Cross bar from lower right triangle. 
(b) Fragments of cross bar joining th.ird line of right upper triangle 

to tablet containing" PARA " and similar coloured projection from 
th e same tablet level with the second line of the triangle. 

, 6. Design inverted. 
(a) Cross bar from upper left triangle. 
(b) Fragments of cross ba r from lower left triangle. 

71 5 
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(c) Flat bottom t o "o" of "ro" in right lower corner. 
(d) Right-hand limb of second "A" in "PARA" at left bottom corner 

is thin or broken just above its cent re. 

Type 7· Design upright: 
(a) Cross bar from lower right triangle. 
(b) Vertical coloured line joining upper right triangle t o inner fr~me 

line beneath seventh h oo k in upper border. 
(c) Vertica.l coloured line joining bases of the two right-h z..nd 

.l ozenges . 

8 . Design upright. 
(a) Cross bar fron~ lo•..ver right triangle. . .. 
(b ) Fine diagonal coloured line in third hook of upper border J0111111g 

tip to upright. 
(c) Fine vertical line join ing left-hand stroke of last hook in lower 

border t o triang le above. 
(d) Minute project ion from curve of right lower trian gle level with 

fifth horizontal line, and hair line across white space two lmes 

b elow it. 

9· Design upright. 
(n) Cross bar from lower left tr iangle. 
(b) Broken cross b<Jr from right lo11·er tablet le1·el 1rith fourth line 

from bottom of triangl e. 
(c) Fine diagona l coloured line brtween eighth ~111d tenth hori zont al 

lines of right upper tri aJigle, a nd min ute-co loured projcctiun from 
eighth line outward s. 

, r o . De:; ign upright. 
(n) Cross bar from both lower tr iangks, lef t nne sometimes defecti ve . 
(b) Smal l co loured projection pointing upward,; and inwards from 

lo11·er end of right upper tabl et cont a ining" P,\H ,\ . " 

(c) Hight upprr lozenge broken at out er end and circle abo1·e it 
show,: a breach (s imila r tc (b) of Type I hut neither b reak is so 
marked and th ere is no break in lo11·er out er frame line beneath 

· se,·cnth hook). 
011c substituted trall.,/cr only occurs : 

Stamp.)(>: T1·pe 0 upright for T ypeS in 1·e rted . 
Th is sub,; tituti on took pbce on the printing stone after tl1 e matri x tra nsfer,; had 
been la id clmm complete. 

Pcrjurntio11 : rz}; rz} x r3; r z } x r.s; 13; I .) X r z!.; im peri .ancl pa rtl y im perf. 

20 Pnrn. Blue, pale blue, deep blue, a nd green- blue. Th e papr r 1·a ri es little 
in text ure . The gum i,; :;lightly tinted, 11·hi ch probably accounts fur th e g ree n-blue 
shade,;. Th e wa termark i,; nea rl y alwa1·s upright in relation to th e ove rprint and 
the identili ca ti on of a la rge num be r o f incli1·idual :;tamp~ has proved that roughly 
97 per cent of a ll the specimens studi ed bear th e o1·erprin t in the same pos ition as 
do th e corresponding stamps on th e proof sheet. T he remaining 3 pn cent of 
s tamps bear th e m·e rprint in1·e rt ecl 11·hen compared 11·ith th e proof sheet, and 
also show the 11·at ermark im·e rt ecl in relation to th e overprint. Th oug h regard ed 
as stamps 11·ith itwerteclwatcrmarks th e waterma rks a rc co rrec tly placrd in com-

717 
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parison 11·ith the proof sheet , th e diffe rence being merely one "f o1·crprinting . 
All th e s tamp~ 1 ha 1·c seen 11·ith th e 11·a tcrmark im·ert cd arc in th e same pale 
shade aii cl may th crdorc come from one prin t ing . 

The I~'l ak e-up of th e stone is seen fr om the diagram illustrating th e proof sheet. 
Ninety-nine tu1ih arc upright , i. e. with th e open crescent abo1·e; one hundred 
a nd one units arc in1·ertccl, i. e. 11·ith the closed crescent abm·c. f our t ransfers 
from the matrix stone a rc upright a nd sixt een in1·ert ecl. On the matrix stone the 
fi rst , third, fourth , sixth, and eighth im pressions a rc upright, the oth er !i1·c 
invert ed. The t en ty pes a rc recognized as foll ows : 

Ty pe r. Design upright. 
Hori zontal bar of co lour across white fra me line on left side at 
juncti on of uppr r and middle thirds. 

2. Design in vert ed. 
(a) Break s in upper coloured frame line just above. right upper 

corn er pearl. 
(h ) Brea k in upper co loured frame line to left of circle above" 20. " 

3. Design upright . 
(a) Bre~tk in right-hand coloured frame lin e just below right upper 

corner pearL 

(b) Break in right-hand coloured frame line at junction of upper and 
middle thirds (minute). 

, 4· Design upright. 
(a) Right upper corner triangle containing pearl has the right side 

curved instead of straight. 
(b) Lower coloured frame line has a minute break below centre of 

( o 2 " of (I 20." 

, 5· Design inverted . 
(a) Break in left-hand coloured frame line at junction with circle 

opposite "P" of "PARA." 

(b) Right lower white circle has white barb opposit e foot of " P " 

of "PARA." 

6. Design upright. 
(a) Notch in upper coloured frame line above" R" of" PARA." 

(b) Break in inner coloured circle below "z" of "20." 

(c) Two fine lines crossing white frame line just below right upper 
,pearl. 

(d) Break in right coloured frame line at junction of upper and middle 
thirds with fragment turned inwards. 

, 7· Design inverted. 
Minute break in upper coloured frame line just to right of junction 
with right upper circle. 

8. Design upright. 
(a) Two breaks in shading above lower "zo." 
(b) Bent outer coloured fram e line above second "A " of "PARA." 

(c) Minute spot of colour on white to right and below opening of 
"o" a t right upper corner. 

719 
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Type g. Design inver ted. 
(a) Break in white circle in left upper corner, level with the upper 

portion of "R" of" PARA." 

(b) Minute break in outer coloured frame line below "2 " of " 20. " 

(c) D itto in left side line a short distance above the left lower circle 
wit h the fragment t u rned inwa rds. 

, IO. D esign inverted. 
(a) Break in upper coloured frame line above" 2" of" zo," involving 

outer coloured circle. 
(d) Ditto a short distance to the left of same circle. 

l'.'iue substillllcd lrrwsfcrs ca n be recogn ized. J\ll replace what shoul d norma lly 
be Type 9 im pressions . Appa rentl y the defect in Type 9 on the matrix st one did 
not become marked till after the ru·st eleven transfers had been taken from it 
(t hese appear as column s 9 to 20 inclusive on the printed sheet), and was not 
n ot iced t ill the ,,·hole print ing stone had been laid down. The subst it u ted t ransfers 
were apparently taken as one complete transfer from th e ma trix s tone , for together 
they provide one instance of each t ype with the exception of the de fed ii"C No . 9 
wh ich was, of course, rejected. After separat ion , they 11·c rc a ll p!::lced upright 
(in rela ti on t o the ir positions on the matrix) in th eir new positions. T hese facts, 
tak en toge ther, point t o the concl usion that th e s ubst ituti ons were all made at 
the ~ame ti me and before printing fr om the stone began. l lad damage t o the 
printing stone necessit a ted substitution at a lat er elate, it is more t han u nlikely 
t hat the damage in 11·idely sepa rat ed a reas of th e stone II"CJU !d have occurred t o 
Type 9 impressions on ly . li acl the defec t in T ype 9 on th e matrix stone been 
not iced before t he printing stone 11·as completed and a fresh trans fer subst it uted 
on th e mat ri x s tone, one type l> nl y wo ul d appear in a ll situat iDns where a sub
stit u ted t ransfer occ urs on the printin g stone . Th e correc t pl acing of all impres
sions o f Type I O, othe r than th e one sub~titut cd copy , indicates th :ttthe transfers 
from the matrix stone 11·eiT Lticl dmm complete , in cl uding th e ddcc ti 1·c impres
sions ll"h ich 11·ere subsequ ent ly remm·cd. T!t r positions of th ese subst ituted 
trans fers ca n be seen in th e d iag r;1m of the proof shee t. 

P,·ljC>rnlirm : 12~; 1 2 ~ X 13; 13 X 12~; imperf. and partl y impe r f. 
The (i11c pri111nry types of m•crj>r£nt on thi s I";"J ]uc may be recognized by 

th e fulluwing characte ris ti cs : 

T ype I. 

IT . 

IT I. 

I V. 

V. 

T op inscription : 

Top insc ription : 

T op insc ript ion: 

l3oll um in scription : 

Left insc ription : 
l\ ig!tt in scr ipt ion 
T op in script ion: 
Left inscription : 
R ight insc ri pt ion : 

th f' two diagonal strokes a rc bo th s t ra igh t 
ancl th e inverted comma has a large ta il. 
the upper s troke is thi n and concave u p
"·ards. Tlt c in1·ert ed comma is small er. 
botlt st rokes a rc s traight. The inverted 
comma has no ta il. 
the J,m·est of the three dots is sm:ll lcr than 
the others. 
th e paired clots arc firm ly joined togeth er. 
th e two lower clots touch one another. 
th e loop-slt apccl character is badly formed . 
th e two clots touch. 
t he two dots arc apart. 
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2 Pia.slres. - Orange-yellow, bright yellow, dull yellow, pale yellow. Most of,' · 
the stamps bear the wa termark inverted in relation to the overprint. The study 
of this stamp I propose t o attempt later. It is the only value of this issue which 
was offic ially bisected . The stamp thus divided was authori zed for use at Alex
andria and Cairo from r 6th to 31st Jul y , r S67. Copies bea1:mg the A lexandri a~ 
pos tmark are the more difficult to fmd. l\'I::tn y exce ll ent forgeries exist but can be 
cl etcc tccl by measurement of the different clen\ents of th e obliteration . 

Perforation : 12! ; r z! X 13 ; 13 X I2 ~ ; rz! X I5 ; imp~rf. .and partly imperf. I 



722 L'ORIEJNT PHI LA TELl QUE April - October 1967 

The stamp per f. !2} X r5 is of great ra rity and so far I have not seen a used 
copy . The tbrec copies in t he Mackenzie Low·collection were a ll unused, as a lso 
is the copy in the collect ion of J-I.l\L King Gcorge V. 

5 Piasfrcs. Rose-red anc! rose . The stamps of the former shade have tinted 
gum. l\Iy stud y of this stamp is too incomplete to be worthy of inclusion. 

The error of O\"C rprint, r o p iast res for 5 piastres , is known pcrf. r2}; I 3 X r 2} ; 
121 X 15; impcrf. The two lir~ t perfora tions a rc of th e greatest ra rity. At least 
one sheet of th e error rccc ivcrl ,th c ove rprin t in in vert ed position when compared 

· with t he proo f sheet . The used copy in th e h:ing"s co ll ect ion is dated r.ix.66 
Cairo, and is pc rf. 121 x rs. The copy in the Macken zie Low collect ion is dated 
25. Yi.66 Cairo. 

Forgeries arc mainl y recogni zable by the lack of contras t between the light 
a nd dark p:1.rt s of th e design. They occur on wa termarked paper and th e over
prin t is singularly acc urat e. 

r o Piasfrcs . Slate. The paper is of uniform thickness . The gum ,i s colourless. 
Certain imperfora te wpics a rc in a very deep shade on a smoother paper which is 
slightly tinted. Thc~c st:1.mps a rc undoubted ly printed from the stone used for 
the perforated stamps but their standing is doubtful and I have not seen a 
genuinely used copy. 

Th e present descript ion of the two hal ves of the design , though accura te, 
neces~·i t.ates careful study of each stamp. I propose instead to employ the letter 
" E" as th e di stinguishin g feature. In one co rn er thi s letter is defective, in 
that it appears t o have had a " bite" taken out of th e back of it ex tend ing 
over the greate r part of th e upper half. ·wh en thi s damaged " E " is uppermost 
the design is in the uprigh t position. To dete rmin e the top of the sheet has proved 
extremely diffi cult, but I have come to the conclusion that th e ro piastrc proof 
sheet cannot be accepted as having been correc tl y placed for overprinting. 

My reasons a rc :J.S fo ll ows: 

(a) Nearly a ll specimens icl ent il1ed bear the overprint in verted whe:1 compared 
with th e s:1.me sLtmps on the proof sheet, and yet the w:J.termark is upri ght 
in relati on to the ove rprint. It -must be ad mitted that the amount of 
material studied is onl y small as these sta mps are scarce and few of them 
a rc sutfi ciently we ll printed to a ll ow of identification. 

(b) The three left-hand columns on t he proof sheet do not show certain recur
rent defects common to th e remaining columns, so it m:1.y be inferred t hat 
th ese t hree co lumns were trans fei"rccHrom thnnatTix before the secondary 
flaws developed . These t hree columns were therefore t he first t o be la id 
clown and as such indic:1. te t he right-hand side of th e shee t or the left -hand 
side of th e stone. The proof sheet, therefore, must be inverted for study 
a nd th e explana tory di agram has been made out accordingly. In this 
position it will be noti ced that th e whole of the bottom row of stamps is 
m ade u p of substituted t ransfers and that therefore no T ype ro stamp 
exists. It may be sugges tc·cl that onl y n ine transfers were made on t o the 
m:1. trix stone, but I t hink it more likely that the same procedure was 
foll owed as for th e other values, and that Ty pe r o proving unsatisfactory 
a ll transfers from it were removed from the printing stone. 
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T wenty-two substituted transfers occur. The twenty constituting the bottom 
row of the sheet comprise together two complete transfers from the matrix, less 
the defective Type I O, plus one extra transfer each of Types I and 2. The severed 
units of the transfers from the matrix were placed side by side, in some instances 
upright , in others inverted (i.e. upright and inverted in comparison with their 
respective positions on the matrix stone). The first nine transfer~ are in theit 
correct order. The second nine are arranged haphazard. 

Two additional substituted transfers occur on the sheet : 

I. Stamp 22 : Type 3 upright (upright as compared with Type 3 on the 
matrix s tone : the design is in the inverted , position) for 
Type 2 upright. , 

2. Stamp 42 : Type 4 upright for Type 3 upright. 

These two subst ituted transfers run on in sequence with the two isolated transfers 
used to complete the bottom row, and it is just ifiable to surmise, therefore, tha t 
all substitutions took place a t the same time. They undoubtedly all took place 
on the printing stone. In the case of the bottom row the damag·e to be made 
good was on the matrix stone ; in the case of stamps 22 ·and 4 2 the damage must 
have been to the printing stone. 

The make-up of the stone is seen from the diagram illustrating the proof shc.ct. 
One hundred and fifteen units are upright, i. e. the damaged "E" is above. 
Eighty-five uni ts arc inverted, i.e. the damaged "E " is below. All twenty 
transfers from the matrix are upright. On the ma trix stone, impressions I, 2 , 5, 
7, and 8 arc upright, the remaining four are inverted . The ten types are recog
nized as follows : 

Type r. Design upright. 

(a) Break in coloured oval frame line, causing white spot beneath 
the foot of " P" in right lower corner. 

(b) Wide breach in centre of upper outer frame line. 

2 . Des ign upright. 
Circular white fl aw to right of white line enclosing" ro" in left lower 
corner. 

3· Design inverted . 
Outward bulge of left outer frame line level with lower part of white 
line enclosing " I O " in left lower corner. 

, 4· Design inverted . 
(a) hori zontal bar of colour below centre of lower border, extending 

sligh tl y to right. 
(b) i\linutc break in outer wh ite triangle around" P.E. " in right lower 

corner level with angle of inner triangle by foot of" E." 

(c) Deformed opening of " o " in left lower corner:' 

, 5· Design upright . 
(a) :\linutc break in white oval frame line opposite centre of uprigh t 

limb·of clamagccl "E." 

(h) Small comma-shaped coloured fragment outside the design level 
witlt uppe r portion of "o" in right upper corner (this flaw is 
not seen on poor impressions). 
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Type 6. Design inverted. . . 
Small detached coloured fragment just outside left lateral frame line 
a short distance above lowest point of left upper outer triangle,_ 

, 7· Design upright. 
"o " of " .ro " in left corner is flatt ened along the aspect facing the 
lower border of the stamp. 

, 8. Design upright. 
Three minute- coloured specks on white oval fram e line opposite 
point midway between upper inner angles bf tbe two, white triangle 
enclosing " ro " in right upper corner of design. 

g. Design inverted. 
Break in lower inner coloured frame line directly below right ex, 
tremity of" P." 

, ro. Unknown, as ·all twenty impressions have been removed from the 
printing stone. 

Of the secondary flaws mentioned above as recurring from the fourth matrix 
transfer onwards, the most noticeable is seen on Type 8. It consists of an ill
defined smudge involving th e right lower quadrant of the design and best seen as 
a blurring of the hori zont :1 l ha tching which constitutes the oval frame enclosing the 
central word of the overprint. 

RETO UC I!I l'G . On none of the oth er values have I been able to detect evidence 
of retouching, but there arc appearances on severa l stamps of the ro piastrc value 
which I think can only be expla ined by assuming that the printing stone was 
retouched. 

The characterist ics o• Type I arc (a) a break in the coloured oval frame line, 
causing an obvious ·;,-hitc area benea th the foo t of "P" in the right lower corner, 
and (b ) a wide breach in the centre of the upper outer frame line. Either character
isti c is sufii cient to d istinguish stamps of this type. On stamps rS, r g, and 20, 

the last th ree of the t op row as seen on the invert ed proof shee t, the white area 
is absen t and yet all th ree stamps arc undoi.1 bted examples of Type I, as the 
b reach in the upper outer frame line is clearl y seen and is ty pica l in formation. 
In each instance the break in the coloured oval frame line has been made good 
but the sta te of the frame li ne is not identical. Had the state of the frame line 
been perfect it would ha ve been more reasonable to assume tha t th e whi te area 
was a defect developing on the mat ri x stone a ft er the fi rst three transfers had been 
taken from it, when the white area would have ranked as a secondary recurrent 
flaw and not as a type cha racteri stic. I think instead we may assume that the 
whi te fl aw was retouched on the printing stone and that only the first three columns 
on the stone were thus dealt with . Our P resident informs me that there are 
several instances of a recurrent fl aw on ·a li thogra jJhic stone being retouched on 
only some stamps of a series and I think we may conclude that thi s is yet another 
example. 

On the same page as the photo of the retouched stamps from the proof shee t 
I show a min t horizontal pair of stamps which are much more d iffic ul t to in terpret. 
Un both the design is in the upright position. The right-hand stamp is undoubt
edly Type I, but the wh ite area has been retouched. The retouch is not identi cal 
with that on either stamps r 8, rg, or 20 . Al so the left-hand stamp is not Type r, 
<ts it should be if the pair came from the top row of the sheet . The other examples 
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of Type r on the proof sheet are Nos. r 8r , 190, and 199 ; all substituted transfers 
in the bottom row, none of which shows any trace of retouch . The Type r stamp 
of my pair cannot be No. rSr as that stamp has no stamp adjoining it on the 
left side. It also cannot be No. 199, for No. 198 bears the design inverted. 
There only remains Nos . 189 and 190 as the possible pair. This pair shows 
the design upright in both instances. No. 189 is Type 9 inverted 
(inverted in relation to the position of Type 9 on the matrix stone). Type 9 is 
always a difficult stamp to identify as it is recognized by a break in the 
lower inner coloured frame line directly below the right ex tremity of " P." No. 
189 on the proof sheet shows this break distinctly, a lso two definite printing 
stone fl aws: (a) a break in the white line immediately beneath "E," and (b) 
a break in the inner coloured side line level with the top of the same " E," the 
broken portion being a tt ached. a t the upper end of the gap and turned inwards. 
Both these flaws are at the left upper corner of the stamp as it lies on the printing 
stone. Neither of these flaws nor the fl aw characteristi c of Type 9 is seen on the 
left-hand stamp of my pair. We are left with the following a lternat ives : 

r. That· my pair is a forgery. I don 't think this is so and moreover the stamps 
have been expertized by Dr. Diena, who has accepted them as genuine 
and placed his signature on the back. 

2 . That two printing stones were prepared for the ro piastre value . This 
seems highly improbable as this value is the highest of the series, and 
therefore nearly certainly the one in least demand. The other values were 
all printed from single stones, and a second stone for the r o piastre can, 
I think, be ruled out. 

3· That the printing stone exists in two states, and that additional retouchmg 
or further substitutions took place after the proof impressions were taken. 
This third alternative I believe to be the correct assumption. 

· On my pair the left-hand stamp shows what I take to be retouching of the 
frame lines at the lower left-hand corner. The right-hand stamp shDws many 
minor points of difference from No. 190, but these may be clue to defects of printing. 
My pair to me remains something of a mystery and I am unable to type with 
certa inty the left-hand stamp. 

Forgeries on watermarked paper are common. The watermark, however, is 
impressed, the holes of the perforation are too large and the " E " of the upper 
half of the design shows no" bite" out of the back . Forged overprint s on printers' 
waste are known ; these include the pairs showing te/e-beche overprints. 

V. POSTAL STATUS. POSTAL RATES. POSTAL OBLITERATIONS. 

The Official Notice announcing the issue of postage stamps states that they 
were "to be used for internal post and on foreign letters as far as Alexandria." 
Beyond Egypt additional stamps of the country of origin or destination of the 
correspondence were required for franking purposes. F rom the evidence of un
taxed letters it is certain that the stamps of this issue carried correspondence to 
Egypt from places in the Turkish Empire where Egyptian post offices were main
t ained. Nevertheless, in the strict sense of the term, the stamps ofthe first issue 
of E,gypt are Locals, 
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P OSTAL RATES can only be arrived at by a study of the use of the various 
duties. 

5 Para is found on newspapers. 
1 0 Para was the rate for letters t o be delivered in the town of origin. 
20 Para may have been the rate for printed matter between the various 

towns of Egypt . All envelopes I have seen bearing this value are franked with 
more than one copy. 

I Piastre was the rate for letters between the various towns of Egypt. 
2 Piastres and above was required on registered correspondence and on heavier 

packages. 

POSTAL OBLITERATIO!<S. These were fully dealt with by me in the Philatel-ic 
] ournal of Great Britain for June 1 930, and I can add no fur ther information 
here. Since my previous paper was written I have obtained a good example of 
Mahalle Kebir which on the postmark is spelt Micha1la and impressed in black. 

As will be seen, this is a very incomplete account of the fi rst issue of Egypt , but 
I trust what I have writ ten may prove. interesting and useful to other students of 
this country's stamps. I shall endeavour t o complete the work and hope to have 
the privilege of submit t ing the result of my labours to my fellow-members on 
some future occasion. 

U N RECORDED VAR I ET I ES 
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Mr. Ahmed Saber Metwalli of Edfou, Upper Egypt 
(member No. 4729) came across a par t of a sheet of the 
50 m . value of t he 1962-63 Official Stamps of Egypt 
(Zeheri Catalogue No. 76), with the watermark inver t
ed (wj mk XXV). It is presumed that the remaining 
stamps were used in correspondence. 

Mr. Gino Piperno of Mi·lan, Italy (member No. 696) sent us an 
enlarged photo of a used copy. of the 10 iTI . of 1952 issue of Egypt 
(Zeheri Catalogue No. 168), showing double overpr in t of "King of Egypt 
and the Sudan" (one overprint is above and touches t he second below). 

A complete sheet of this variety must have been released, and other 
copies may come to light, if they are not already housed in some collec
tors' albu ms. 



CHRONIQUE DE B,EYROUTH 

Un dicton philatelique bien connu affirme que le t imbre se vend 
le mieux dans son pays. E h bien , ce dicton me semble avoir ete dementi 
par la vente aux encheres de timbres d'Egypte qui a eu lieu dans les 
beaux bureaux de la Societe Anonyme Libanaise que M. J acques 
Anhou ry a fondee a Beyrouth sous l'appellation « Middle East Stamps », 
vente qui s'est deroulee les deux jours de samedi et dimanche 24 et 
25 juin 1967. A la verite, cette vente comprenait non seulemen t des 
timbres d'Egypte, mais aussi des timbres de divers pays du Moyen
Orient ainsi que d'autres pays . Cependant comme seuls les timbres 
d'Egypte m 'interessent, c'est de la vente de ces seuls timbres que je 
rendrai compte. 

Cette ven te m'a rappele celles qui ont eu lieu a Alexandrie vers 
l'annee 1948, dans les salons des Galeries Nationales sous la baguette 
du Commissaire-P riseur Vassilopoulos et avec !'assistance de l'Expert 
Savidis. 0 souvenirs des temps anciens, souvenirs des philatelistes 
disparus : Alfieris, Kadifian, Zizinia, Toughladjian , sans parler des 
vivants, que Dieu les conserve ! D'ailleurs c'est sur le modele de ces 
ventes d'Alexandrie que celle de Beyrouth s'est accomplie, en changeant 
le nom de Vassilopoulos par celui de F. Arcache et celui de Savidis par 
celui de J. Anhoury, to us deux anciens Egyptiens devenus Libanais . J e 
cite quelques personnes de l 'assistance: Messieurs J. Kassab, Pehlivan, 
Gedeon , F louty, Dahan , Helou , Chehateh, etc . 

Et je passe maintenant aux resultats. Il est regrettable que la vente 
ait eu lieu en periode de guerre au Moyen-Orient : elle avait ete tout 
d'abord fixee aux 10 et 11 Juin ; mais c'est la premiere semaine de la 
guerre et l 'on etait sous le regime du black-out et du couvre-feu ; elle 
fut renvoyee aux 24 et 25 Juin. D'apres moi, elle au rait du etre retardee 
davantage, car a ces dates on etait et on est encore en periode de crise· 
et de marasme ; on aurait eu tout a gagner a attendre un peu plus. 

Or, malgre cette situation defavorable, les pr ix atteints m'ont paru 
exceptionnels et certainement superieurs aux prix du marche egyptien, 
tou t au moins aux prix pratiques au momen t ou j'ai quitte l'Egypte, 
soit il y a environ deux ans. 

J e vais indiquer ces prix, bien en tendu en monnaie libanaise, sauf 
a ceux qui le voudron t a convertir ces pr ix en monnaie egyptienne sur 
la base du cours pratique sur le marche libre, qui est de livres libanaises 
quatre et quart par livre egyptienne et en tenant compte en outre de 
5% pour droits de criee et 2:}% pour taxe municipale, soit 7 -~% au 
total. 

Pour commencer, je signale qu 'il n'y avait, pour la periode egyp
tienne classique, que quatre lots : un bloc de 8 du 5 paras de 1874 avec 



April- October 1967 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 729 

tetes-beches vertica ux, qui a atteint LL. 100, les timbres Nos 21 et 22 , 
dont une paire suq::harge r enversee, qui a atteint LL. 70, et enfin un 
bloc de 4 du provisoire de 20 paras sur P.T. 5 ver t de 1884 (No. 31 ), 
surcharge renversee, qui a atteint LL. 125. Tout le reste des timbres 
offer ts est moderne. 

Le commemoratif Fouad de 1926 (No. 104) de P.T. 50 a atteint en 
piece LL. 40, en paire LL. 90 et en bloc de 4 LL. 180. L 'E xposition Agri
cole 1926 a atteint en paires L .E. 76 et en bloc de 4 LL. 150. La serie 
Prince F arouk de 1929 centre brun a atteint en pieces LL. 120 ( obliteree), 
en paires LL. 600 et en blocs LL. 850. La serie Port-Fouad en blocs de 
4 LL. 4250. La serie du Congr es Pos.tal de 1934 en blocs de 4 avec 
contr6 le LL. 900. La livre surchargee 100 mm. , le bloc de 4 coin de 
feuille LL. 500. La livre mariage F arouk-Farida en bloc de 4 avec con
tr6le LL. 400 ; une paire du meme non-den telee LL. 1050. L 'Azhar non
surcharge en bloc de 4 LL. 200. E nfin la paire blocs-feuillets J amboree 
LL. 500. 

Dans la Poste Aerienne, je signale le prix atteint de 50 livres pour 
les deux timbres 1 et 2 en blocs de 4. Les premiers vols Zeppelin sur 
enveloppes LL. 35 a 40. La serie Tos 5 a 24 simple a LL . 40 et en blocs 
de 4 a LL. 140. 

Les blocs-feuillets No. 1 Exposition Philatelique, la paire LL . 35 . 
Voila de belles realisations, qui prouvent qu 'il y a des amateurs 

serieux pour les t imbres d'Egypte a Beyrouth . 
Gabriel Boulad. 

P.S. - - Des renseignemen ts que notre President Monsieur Mehanny 
E id m 'a aimablement fournis, il resulte qlle dans la R.A.U. les prix des 
t imbres rares ou assez rares d'Egypte ont considerablement hausse 
depuis deux ans et qu'ils sont a la parite des prix de Beyrouth indiques 
ci-dessus. Il y a done un nivellemen t qui se fait dans le monde, ce qui, 
en somme, est normal. 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E .P . 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 



WHAT PEOPLE SAY 

ABOUT THE 1967 ZEHERI CATALOGUE 

VIe publi s h here ext r acts of some of the co mments m ad e on the 1967 
Zeheri Ca ta logue 

ZEHERI 

The 1967 edition of the distinguished Zeheri Catalogue, a specialist's 
compendium of the s tamps of Egypt, the United Arab R epublic and the 
Sudan, is now available to collectors . This is the eighth edition of the 
catalogue created by the late Georges Zeheri , and the first in English. 

Published by the Philatelic Society of Egypt, the 1967 edition is 
edited by Mehanny E id, president of the society. H e has continued the 
valuable work of the previous editors, Mr. Zeheri, Ibrahim Chaftar 
:md Ahmed Mazloum. 

The Zeheri is valuable to collectors of the stamps of. the kingdom 
)f Egypt, .the successor republic and the Sudan because of its broad 
coverage of all aspects of the stamps of these nations. 

The Zeheri is profusely illustrated. Every issue is p ictured, along 
with depictions of every known variety and delineations of the special 
first-day cancellations that have been in u se by the Cairo government 
~or more than 40 years. 

Since the last edition of the Zeheri, there has been a growing in
cerest in the stamps of Egypt, the U.A.R. and the Sudan. As a r esult, 
~;rices have been r ising in just abou t all categories and this is reflected 
h this latest edit ion. 

The Zeheri, priced at $5.75, postpaid, is available from its American 
d istributor, Mihran B. Hagopian, Oriental Philatelic House, 157 W est 
4:7th Street, New York 10036. 

-·-
David Lidman 

The New YOTk Times 
Sunday Issue - 26/ 2/ 1967 

Z eheri Catalogue .for Postage Stamps o.f Egypt, U.A .R. and the Sudan 
7967 by Mehanny Eid. 

P ubli shed by T he P hil ate li c Soc iety of Egypt. 379 pp. 9-k in s. x 6~- i~ s . 
Avai lab le from John Reve ll , 13'5 Cro1mnll Road, 'vVhitstable, Kent. 

Price 40/-. 
The publication of a new edition of Zeheri's Catalogue of the stamps 

y Egypt, U.A.R. and the Sudan is an event looked forward to by all 
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serious collectors of the stamps of the countries concerned, and the 
8th edition which has been published r ecently will possibly be all the 
more welcome in this country in that it is published in English instead 
of French for the first t ime. 

There has been a very marked increase in the prices of the stamps 
of almost all issues, but these appear by no means excessive and in some 
instances they are alr eady out of date. 

There is one point upon which we feel that an explanatory note 
wou ld be helpful in connection with the errors of the overprint of 1922. 
All serious collectors of Egypt should be aware that these fa ll into two 
categories, v iz. th e geriuine errors which are listed in the catalogue, and 
the clandestinely produced ones, which are not. In the English cata
logues both types of errors are shown without any note as to which are 
genuine and which clandestinely produced, and we fee l that if a list of 
the latter could be inserted in the next edition after the description of 
the types of overprint it would be helpful to collectors. 

-·-
The honorable Mehanny Eid, President 
Philatelic Society of Egypt 
P.O. Box 142 - Ca iro, Egypt, U.A.R. 

J. R. D. 
The London Philatelist 

May, 1967 

...... I congratulate you on the 1967 edition, in English , of the n ew 
Zeheri Catalogue of Egypt, U.A.R. and the Sudan. 

As a long time student of Egyptian philately, I believe this is one 
of the finest works of its kind it has been my privilege to come across. 
I believe, more than any other single factor, that th is catalogue will do 
more to promote Egyptian philately among the English speaking peoples 
of the world and, as a result to help increase the value of Egyptian 
stamps to the level where they belong. 

For many years it has been exceedingly difficult to obta in infor
mation on the postal issues of Egypt. This book goes into a great detail 
of in estimable worth to the specialist. ... .. 

Gordon B. Garrett 
Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 
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I must congra tula te you for the Zeheri catalogue. It is better than 
ever, and you have really done a magnificent work. It is a pleasure to 
work with this catalogue-handbook, and it is an honour to know its 
editor. 

Lord Justice Lars Alund 
Tingshuset, Ornskoldsvik , Sweden -·-

I am delighted to receive the latest Zeheri catalogue, and want to 
congratulate you for a rea lly huge job you a9complished with it. You 
deserve the thanks of all Egyptian stamp specialists and hope that its 
sa le will be strong. 

Ernest A. Kehr 
Stamp News Bureau , New York - U.S.A. -·-

May I congratulate you on the new edi tion of the Zeheri Catalogue-
you must have put in a lot of work on it over a long period of tim e, the 
result does · you justice. 

R. A. G. Potter 
E ditor of The Qua1·terly Ci1·cular 

P ublished by The Egypt Study Circle, 
London - England -·-

As I continue to make use of the 1967 Zeheri , I find out more and 
more improvements that you made and my appreciation of the fine 
work of you and the P.S. of E. grows ever greater. 

-·-
Dr. Peter A. S. Smith 

University of. Michigan 
Michigan - U.S.A. 

I must congratulate you fo r this splendid publication. Thi edition 
is the most complete one that a collector can have, and the several 
NOTES of information on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd issues are an important 
and wor thwhile help for all collectors, even for those who may be con
sidered as specialists. 

Gino Piperno 
Milano - Italy 



April- October 1967 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 733 

I have received the ten copies cif the new Zeheri 1967 Catalogue 
and I wish to thank you for your prompt attention to my order. May I 
express my congratulations for the excellent work you have done. 

-·-
Michel Nicolaizos 

Alexandria, Egypt, U.A.R. 

Zeheri catalogue for Postage Stamps of Egypt, U.A.R and the Sudan 

8th Edition 1967, by Mehanny Eid, President of The Philatelic 
Society of Egypt. 

Prix 225 piastres egyptiennes, ou £ 2.0.0. ou $ 5,75 franco recom
mande. S'adresser a la Societe Philathelique d'Egypte B.P. 142, Le Caire. 

En cas de reglement par cheque prive ajouter sh . 5/ - ou $ 0,70 pour 
fra is bancaires d 'encaissement. 

La Be edition de ce catalogue hautement specialise vieht de paraitr e 
pour la premiere fois en la.ngue anglaise alors que les 1 precedentes 
avaiebt toujours ete publiees en fran <;ais. · 

.Cette heureuse innovation due a la plume de l'actuel presiden t de 
la Societe Philatelique d 'Egypte, M. Mehanny Eid, peut etre consideree 
comme un succes si l'on peut s'imaginer la dose de patien ce et de perse
verance qu'il a fa llu a l'auteur pour mener a bien cette enti:·eprise. 

' 
L'ouvrage comprend 380 pages dont 324 sont consacre~s a l'Egypte 

et i la RAU, 20 a la Palestine (Territoire de. Gaza) et 33 au' Soudan.,L es 
prix son.t indiques en piastres egyptiennes i la valeur officielle de 100 
piastres etant de 12 francs suisses environ. , 

Toutes les listes de timbres et leurs varietes ainsi que des chiffres 
de controle ont ete minutieusement r evues, completees et augmentees ; 
d'une fa <;on generale les cotes ont subi une hausse moyenne de 50 %, 
parfois meme davan tage. 

Une innovat ion tres appreciable est constituee .par des notes expli
catives de la langue arabe pour permettre de comprendre certaines 
varietes ou erreurs dans les ecritures, notamment dans les points en 
plus ou en moins qui. ont produit des varietes aujourd'hui recherchees . 

Les quatre types des deux emissions de chiffres-taxe de 1884-86 et 
1888 sont tres clairemen t decrits d 'apres les dernieres etudes du specia
liste de ces timbres. 
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D'une fa <_;on generale cette Se edition constitue l' encyclopedie de la 
philatelie egyptienne et le livre de chevet de tou t specialiste des t imbres
poste de ce pays. 

Son auteur a droit a toute not re reconnaissance et not re admiration 
pour avoir reussi un travail si delicat et si ingrat. 

-·-
LE CATALOGUE ZEHERI D'EGYPTE 

J. B. H. 
J ou.mal P hilatelique Suisse 

Mars, 1967 

La huitieme edition (1967) du «Catalogue Zeheri » des timbres 
d'Egypte, de la Republique Arabe Unie et du Soudan (') vien t d' etre 
publiee au Caire par M. Mehanny Eid, President de la Societe Philateli
q ue d'Egypte. 

La septieme edition remontait a 1960 et le besoin se faisait sentir 
d'une mise a jour et de complements. Mais, · alors que cette edit ion et la 
precedente etaien t redigees en fran<_;ais, la nouvelle l'est en anglais, ce 
qui peut se comprendre, etant donne les diverses langues parlees au bord 
du Nil. Nous tenons cependant a exprimer le souhait qu'une future 
edition du Catalogue soit bilingue, ce qui ne devrait pas poser beaucoup 
de problemes etant donne !'impression aeree du volume. 

Ce dernier a a peu pres le format et l' epaisseur du Tome IJ du 
Catalogue Yvert broche. Il est abondamment illustre sur le beau papier 
de ses 380 pages. Le texte en est clair et l'essentiel de ce qui concerne 
les t imbres des pays sus-mentionnes s'y trouve. On peut regretter que les 
marques et obliterations anciennes n 'y figurent pas alors que les com
memorat ifs modernes s'y trouvent. Elles n 'auraient pas pris trop de place 
et l'ouvrage a~rait ete ainsi . tout a fait complet. 

Tel quel, il s'avere necessaire aux collectionneurs des pays de la 
vallee du Nil. 

SCRUTATOR 
La Philatelie Fmn9aise 

Avril, 1967 

(I) • Zeheri Catalogue For Postage Stamps of Egypt, U.A.R. and The Sudan •. 
Societe Philatelique d'Egypte, BP. 142, Le Caire (R.A.U.). Prix: 31 francs. 



PLATE FLAWS AND RETOUCHES OF EGYPT, 

with comments on their cataloguing and pricing. 

Peter A . S. Smith 

(Continued from page 628 of L'O.P. No 117) 

The 1 P.T. 1866 

Tne 1 p.t. of 1866 is a very interesting stamp, on which can be found 
a wide variety of plate flaws in both the colored background and the 
overprint. Both parts of the design were printed by typography, but it 
is not known by what means the original dies were replicated to make 
t he printing plates . These contained 200 subjects arranged in two panes 
of 10 X 10, separated by a wide gutter, and surrounded by an Italian 
inscription apparently printed from the same plate as the overprint. 

Imperforate proofs of this stamp are fairly common, and large 
multiples of them are known. This commoness naturally raises the 
suspicion that the proofs may actually be reprints, but evidence will be 
given in the following discussion that they are, indeed, true proofs, 
taken before the issued stamps were printed. Colonel J. R. Danson has 
kindly allowed me to study the pane and a half (thus 150 of the 200 
subjects) in his collection. This is shown in Figs. 23, 24, and 25 , photo
graphed in sections of fifty stamps so as to fit the size of the pages of 
L'O. P. The top half of the right-hand pane is unfortunately not avail
able. Enlargements of certain subjects from t he sheet that show 
unusually prominent flaws follow. (The actual photographs of the sheet 
are clearer than the printed illustration , and I can have prints made 
from my negatives for any reader who would like them. The cost is 
$2.25 for the set of three prints, plus postage-about 0.50 more for 
ordinary surface mail.) 

The 1960 edition of Zeheri lists one plate flaw for this stamp 
(Zeheri No 4d)-an indented frame line (position No 37 in the left pane). 
This, however, is not the most prominent flaw on this stamp. Let us 
first consider the color·ed portion of the design ; following are some of 
the better flaws : 

I. Two stamps have a frame line so badly damaged as to be nearly 
entirely missing (Figs. 26 and 27) ; they are No 98 of the right pane 
and No 27 of the left pane. 
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Fig. 26. Fig 27. 

No. 98, righ t pane. No. 27, left pane. 

II. Posi tion 83 of the right pane has a brea k in the top frame line of 
about one-third its length , a shorter break at the lower end of the left 
fra me line, and a curious whi te flaw on U1 e E at lower r igh t, ma kin g it 
resemble an F (Fig. 28) . The same stamp also shows damage to the 
do ts of the letter 7 in the top inscrip tion . 

Fig 28. Fig . 29. 

No. 83, ri ght pane. No. 13, left pane: 

III. Position 13 of the left pane shows a flaw that might be term ed " the 
w inged 1" ; there is a trapezoidal whi te flaw on the r igh t side of the 
numeral at the upper right (Fig. 29). 

IV. A long, white area appea rs on position 73 , left pane, in the vertical 
shading at the top of the stamp (Fig. 30). 
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Fig 30. Fig. 31. 
No. 73, left pane . No . 55 , lef t pane. 

V. Posit ion 55, left pane, shows a large whi te area at the right, just 
above the middle, obli terating t he ou ter part of the arabesque des ign 
and impring ing on the pearls (Fig . 31) . 
VI. Position 69 shows a flaw similar to that on N" 73L , but larger 
(Fig. 32) . 

Fig . 32. 
No. 68, 69, 70, right pane. 

VII. Posit ion 70 show s an enor mous white ar ea intruding over 2 mm . 
into the bottom of the design (Fig . 32, which shows positions 68, 69, and 
70). Position No 68, adjacent, has no major plate flaw , but does show 
a heavy colored mark outside th e design at lo·wer righ t, a curious flaw, 
perhaps the r esult of a risen spacer. 

The overprint par t of the stamp has so many variations that it is 
possible to identify almost every plate position by them, but only a few 
are so outstanding as to meri t special men t ion (there seems to be no 
r ecurrence of overprin t types, as in the case of t he lithographed over
prints of the para values and the 5 and 10 p .t .) : 

VIII. A very inter esting variety occurs at least twice in the sheet 
(1 4 and 32, left pane), and consists of a shaved bottom inscription 



April- October 1967 L'ORIENT PHILA TELl QUE 741 

(Figs. 33 and 34). The letters of the bottom inscription have fla t bottoms, 
and so much is shaved away that the linkage between the middle two 
letters is severed. The degree of shaving is slightly but clearly differen t 
in the two positions. It suggests that individual stereos were prepared 
for the overprint for each stamp, and that these were then shaved by 
grinding so as to fit together properly. On the two "shaved stereos" , the 
workman must have overdone his job. 

Fig. 33. Fig. 34 . 
No. 32, lef t pane. No. 14, left pane. 

IX. Po ition 99, right pane, shows a nice break in the central word, 
to the left of the loop (Fig . 35) . 

Fig. 35. Fig . 36. 
No. 99, ri ght pane. No . 56, right pan0. 

X. A much larger break is seen at position 56, righ t pane, in the left 
inscription ; the hooked tail of the first part of the word is almost entirely 
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gone (Fig . 36) . This stamp also shows a small nick in 0 in t he righ t
hand inscription. 
XI. Another r ally large break in the overprin t occurs at position 69, 
left pane, in th e top inscrip tion, which is broken into three pa rts at 
th e center (Fig . 37). 

Fig 37. Fig. 38. 

'No. 69, left pane. 'No. 79, righ t pane. 

Missing or largely missing dots occur at several positions, of which 
79 and 91 of the r igh t pan e are among the mos t prominent : 
XII. On No 79 , the large comma-shaped mark at th e upper left of the 
top inscription is en tirely missing (Fig . 38). 
XIII. On No 91, it is th e lowest of the three ma rks in the sam e position 
that is damaged ; the long, apost ropb e-like mark is r edu ced to but a 
tiny do t (Fig . 39). 

Fig 39. Fig 40 . 

'No. 91, ri ght pan&. No. 58, left pan&. 
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X IV. The last flaw that I illustrate from the proof sheet is at position 
58, left pane, and consists of a large break in the middle of '-' in the 
right inscr iption (Fig. 40 ). Apar t from its inter est as a prominent and 
catal oguable variety, this flaw has additional significance. The sa me 
variety is shown in Fig . 41a on a used copy of t he issued s tamp. Carefu l 
inspection reveals that the break has apparently become slightly larger, 
perhaps as the resul t of wear. \lVe can be sure that we are looking at 
th e same stereo, for a small white flaw in the shading to the righ t of 
the upper right numeral "1" is presen t on both examples. This pro
gression in the state of the flaw is evidence that th e proofs w ere, indeed, 
printed before the issued stamps. 
XV. Fig. 41b shows another example of the issued stamp having a flaw 
also seen on the proofs ; it is position 33, left pane, in which tl;le two 
marks (dot and bar) over the left end of t he bottom inscript ion ar e 
almost gon e: . 

Fig 41. 
No 58, left pane, and No . 33, left p:E1 e 

I should probably add at this point that these two are by no means 
the on ly examples I have seen of the sam e flaw on the issued stamps 
and the proofs ; I have actually seen a moderate number , large and 
small , including some of the other flaws illustr ated in this article. In 
fa ct, I have seen enough of them, alik e down to fine detail , that I am 
convinced that all the fl aws mentioned are cons tant and can be found 
on the issued stamps as well. 

This leads us to the "no stop in P.E" variety. Fig . 42 shows a used 
block of the 1 p .t. evidently from a late printing. Comparison of several 
small flaws allows it to be assigned unequivocally to positions 81 , 82, 
91, 92, of the r ight pan e (compare with Fig. 39 to identify position 91 
in the block). In the proof sheet (F ig. 25, lower left corner) , it can be 
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seen that the stop between P and E is clearly present on all stamps. In 
Fig. 42, however, a stop is missing on position 92, and both stops are 
missing on position 82. Furthermore, the whole impression of the block 
of issued stamps is smudgy; many small white areas have been partially 
or completely filled in by color. This is exactly t he result to be expected 
from the accumulation of crusts of dried ink as the printing .iob pro
gresses. (or from wear of the plate). The "missing stop" is thus merely 
a transient variety, not a true plate flaw. Notwithstanding the fact that 
it has a considerable popularity, I would seriously consider removing it 
from the catalog, only mentioning its existence and nature in a footnot e. 
This used block also shows that the proofs were printed from very clean 
plates compared to many of the issued stamps, and were therefoi:e 
probably printed first. 

Fig 42. 
No. 81, 82, 91 and 92, right pane, showing 

"no s top" varieties (late printing). 

The problem of how to list the large number of plate varieties in 
the catalog might best be met here as suggested earlier: assign but one 
number to "major plate flaws ", and include a footnote describing the 
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principal ones. However, because two sets of plate flaws are involved-
background and overprint-it might be useful to use two numbers, one 
for each . Some of the varieties may be met witb perforated 13 on one 
or more sides ; tbis is to be expected for tbose stamps whose position is 
near an edge of either pane. Such varieties sbould be worth a premium, 
but the complications that would be introduced in attempting to list 
the possible plate varieties of each perforation variety are enough to 
lead me to believe it better to ignore the perforation varieties in tbis 
form at the moment. 

The value of the plate varieties of the 1 p. t. can reasonably be set 
at about five times the value of the normal stamp, considering that 
each variety occurs once in 200. On tbis basis, No 4d in the 1960 edition 
of Zeheri is underpriced unused and overpriced used. If the normal 
stamp is priced at £ 6 i unused, £ i used, tben the major varieties sbould 
be priced about £ 20 unus d, £ 2 ~- used (tbe unused stamp, being already 
moderately costly, does not require as great a multiplication of its price) . 
There will, of course, be some variation . in tbe actual market price 
according to the prominence of tbe flaw ; this would be reflected in 
differing discounts from the catalog price, and should not be spelled 
out in the cata log itself. 

The 20 Para 1872 

1VVith tbis stamp, we bave to deal with the phenomenon of a large 
variety of plate flaws, each of which may be found in two gauges of 
perforation, and many of which occur printed by typography or litho
graphy, and in two very distinct shades. Without shades, thus, all plate 
varieties exist in at least two states, and many exist in four states ; 
counting shades, there will be at least six states for some plate varieties 
(the major differences in shade are found only on tbe lithographs). The 
number of different constant varieties recorded by the Egypt Study 
Circle is over 180. Even though most of these are too small to merit 
catalog listing, and command no premium, tbere is still an unusually 
large number of unquestionably major varieties. Tbe only practical way 
to bandle them in tbe catalog seems to be to use four numbers : 16u, perf. 
12 i X 13 ;}-, typo, major plate flaws; 16v, perf. 13 ~- , ditto; 16w, perf. 
12 -~-X 13 ;}-, li tbo, major plate flaws; 16x, per£. 13 ~- , ditto. 

Two footnotes would be required. One would describe the major 
flaws known for the typograpbs, and tbe other would state that most 
of tbe flaws (with the principal exception of the broken frame lines) on 
tbe typograpbs are also to be found on the lithograpbs, and that each 
plate variety of the litbographs is in principle to be found in eitber 
indigo or ligbt Prussian blue. 
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To consider the p rices to be assigned, we must fir t rationalize the 
prices of the normal stamps in the four states . If the typo perf. 
12 ~- X 13 ~- is priced at f 3 unused, f 1 t used, and the typo perf. 13 ~

at f 5 and f 2 Q-, then a fair set of figmes for the li thographs (in either 
shade) would be about four t imes these prices . This makes an unused 
litho perf. 13 t already so expensive (£ 20) that one cannot expect to 
simply impose a factor of five-fold for a major plate flaw, even though 
each plate flaw occurs only once in 200. In view of the fact that plate 
flaws are so abundant on this stamp, an individual one does not com
mand quite the same premium that it would on a stamp where plate 
flaws are less common (e .g. the 20 para of 1866). As a starting point 
for discussion, I suggest a factor of three-fold for the typographs, and 
two-fold for the lithogr:aphs (thus taking into account the greater value 
of the normal stamp among the li thographs). Exceptional items, such as 
lithqgraphs from the very sca rce Stone X , "married" couples of the same 
flaw on both a litho and a typo, flaws of special philatelic significancP 
(e.g. Byam's '·silica line·· vari eties), etc ., may command prices from the 
connoisseur bearing little r elat ion to the catalog value, of course. 

Many of the major plate flaws on the 20 para 1872 have already 
been illustrated in Dr. Byam·s articles (e .g . L'O. P ., N" 102, July, 1960). 
The 1960 edition of Zeheri illustrates and lists only one : the "thunder·· 

Fig 43. 
Intrinsic flaws 14, 17, 1122, and 140 (No. 5 on sheet). 
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bolt", a white gash near the base of the pyramid (Fig . 43a). It is known 
both typographed and lithographed, as well as in both perforations. 
Following the criteria given in the earlier part of this article, I have 
selected a representative group of varieties that seem to me to qualify 
for listing in addition (there are, of cou rse, still others that might be 
listed, depending on bow strictly one draws the line) . (In the captions 
to the illustrations of this stamp, I have given the position in the sheet, 
if known, and the seria l record numbers used by the Egypt Study Circle 
to keep track of the numerous intrinsic flaws. Although they have no 
other significance, they may be useful as a short-band nomenclature ; 
these "I numbers" were used extensively in the catalog of the Byam 
sale). 

I. "Exploding star" varieties, in which a white flaw greatly expands 
one of the stars in the corner ornamentation (Fig . 43c, d). 

II. White flaw above P of PARA and scattered. white flaws in the 
medallion (F ig . 43b). 

Fig 44. 

Broken frame varieties: a. 1S4; b. 1106 (probably No. 190 on 
sheet) ; c. No. 7 on sheet; and d. one unlocated. 
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Fig 45 . 
Another broken frame variety. 

Fig. 46. 
Broken frame at upper right (147, No. 27 in sheet). 
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Fig. 47. 
d. probably No. 200 in sheet; b. 122; c . ! 3; d. !29. 

III. Severely broken frame lines (Figs. 44-46 and 47c, d). 

IV. The "blind sphinx" variety, consisting of a number of small white 
areas, two of which remove the eyeballs of the sphinx (Fig. 48). 

Fig. 48. 
"Blind sphinx". 



750 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE April -October l 967 

Fig. 49. - Flaw 16. 

V. White area obliterating P of PARA, together with a large medal
lion flaw beneath the sphinx and several smaller white spots (Fig. 49). 

VI. "Hole in wig" flaws , in which there is a large white flaw in the 
wig to the observer's left (there are two different) (Fig. 47a , b ). 

VII. A large white area obliterating the second E of EGIZIANE, to
gether with several small white flaws in the medallion (Fig. 50). 

Fig 50. - Flaw 12. 
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Fig. 51. 
The "Gilber t retouch". 

VI II . The "Gilbert retouch" , the famous lithograph variety discover ed 
in the Tapling collection by John Gilbert and described in Dr. Byam's 
article. It consists of an exten sive, smudgy, stippled area affecting EUI 
of K H EDEUI E and part of th e m edallion above it (Fig. 51). 

This variety can exist on ly on the lithographs, of course. Because 
it is of a distinct na ture, being a r etouch instead of. a simple plate flaw, 
it shoul d probably be ass igned a separ ate catalog n umber. It is excess
ively rare, only two copies being recorded, neither of which has ever 
been offer ed in the public mark et as su ch. It is accordingly very 
difficult to estimate a cata log va lu e, bu t perhaps £50 would be a con
servative figur e (either perforation , used). 
IX. P of POSTE made complete by retouching. Similar remarks as 
given u nder VIII , above, apply h ere. Three u sed examples of this 
variety w ere illustrated in th e catalog of the Byam sa le (lot No 530). 
This lot sold for £30 (1961). This variety might well have realized a 
considerably higher individual price had but one of them been offered 
in t h e lot. Because more examples are knovvn th an of th e Gilbert 
r etouch, and because it is a less spectacular variety, a cata log price of 
perhaps £ 30 for a used copy of the commoner perforation might not be 
improper. 

In concluding this discussion, I should like to point out that but 
little credit should be given m e for discovery. Most of the varieties I 
have m entioned in this article have been known to specialists for a long 
time, and th eir original discover er is perhaps forgotten. Some of the 
varieties first came to my attention on album pages obtained at auction 
sales, carefully annotated by the anonymous collectors who form ed the 
collections an d whom I cannot therefore credit by name. The best 
and least we can do is to acknowledge t heir skill, perception, and good 
lu ck with an expression of philatelic appreciation ! 



ALFREDO DAZZI N'EST PLUS 

C'est avec une profonde tristesse que nous annon<;ons son deces sur
venu a Naples (Italie) le 27 Avril 1967. Avec lui disparalt un element 

r ·····- -----· \- ·--
du pur amateurisme philatelique, 
double d 'un talent d'excellen t des
sinateur. Toujours d'un caractere 
doux et egal, il etait pret a rendre 
serv ice benevolement. P endant de 
longues annees il a collabore avec: 
la Societe Phibtelique d'Egypte, 
dont il etait un des fondateurs, en 
tan t qu e Secretaire . Sur tout il s'est 
fo rtement occupe, soit aupres de 
l'imprimerie, soit pour toutes les 
reproductions qui n'etaient pas 
photographiques mais dessinees a 
Ja main, pour la parution du Cata
logue Zeheri edi tion 1956. Il a 
laisse quantites de motifs de des
sin s qui ont ete u t ilises pour la 
couverture de la Revue de la 
Societe. Il n 'a pas manque de res
ter en contact avec la Societe 
meme lorsqu'il quitta son Pays 
d'adoption, l'Egypte, pour son 

' ! 

Pays d'origine, l'Italie, tout en continuant a lui envoyer d 'autres dessins 
pour la couver ture de la Revue. 

Tous ses amis d'Egypte, et ils son t nombreux, su r tou t ceux du Clan 
Philatelique, ne l'oublieront jamais. 

A Mme Dazzi et a toute sa fa mille, le Comite et les Mem bres de la 
Societe Philatelique d'Egypte adressent leurs sinceres condoleances. 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES- POSTE 

GR'AND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POSTE 
DU MONDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Ru~ Emad El-Oine - Le Caire 



NEW ISSUES 
COMMEMORATIVE SET 

POST DAY 

Date of issue : Jan. 2, I 967. 
Design and 
Denomination: ID mills Jacakal d epicting 

"Anobis" the Pharaonic deity. 
35 mills A statue of alabaster, "one 
of Tut-Ankh-Amun monuments". 

Dimension : 40 X 40 mm. 
Perforation : I! 1/2 
Sheet: 35 stamps (5 X 7). 
Watermark: Mul tiple Eagle. 
Printing Process : Rotogravure "Postal 

Authority Printing House". 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 10 mills (1,000,000 stamps). 

35 mills (600,000 stamps) 

Design and 
Denomination: 80+20 mills, the statue o! 

"Mediator" employed by ancient 
Egyptian kings. 
11 5+40 mills a s tatue of a p haraonic 
guard. 

Dimension : 61 X 28 mm. 
Perforation: 11 1/2 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Watermark. Multiple eagle. 
Printi ng: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 250,000 sets. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
TREE FESTIVAL 

Date of issue: March, IS, 1967. 
Design : two workers farming a tree . 
Denomination: 10 mills. 
Dimension : 25 X 42 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5. 
Sheet: 50 stamps (IOXS). 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No: Date of issue .:Jnd serial 

number . 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
ARAB PUBLICITY WEEK 

Date of issue: March 22, 1967. 
Design: G amal-el-Dine el-Afghani and 

the emblem of Arab League . 
Denomination: ID Mills. 
Dimension · 25 X 42 mm. 
Perforation : 11.5 
Sheet : 50 stamps (10 X 5) . 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House" . 
Control No. · Date of issue and seriJI 

number. 

PALESTINE STAMP: 

A Palestine commemorative stamp 
identical with tha t of U.A .R. except in 
colour and quantity has been ·eleased 
for the same occasion on the same date. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
FIRST INDUSTRIAL CENSUS 

Date of issue: April 23, 1967. 
Desig n : Symbol of Census cmd some 

factor ies. 
Denomination: ID Mills. 
Dimension : 42 X 25 mm. 
Perforation : 11 ,5 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle . 
Printing: Postal Authori ty Printing Hou38. 
Conirol No. · Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 2,000,000 stamps. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
U\BOUR DAY 

Date of issue : May l. I 967. 
Design: The emblem of ILO. 
Denomination: 10 Mills. 
Dimension: 42 X 25 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing: Postal Authority Printi:1g House. 
Control No : Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps 

PALES TINE STAMP : 

A Palestine commemorative stamp 
identical with that of U.A.R. except in 
colour and quantity has been !"Aleased 
for the same occasion on the same date . 

COMMEMORATIVE SET 

INTERNATIONAL TOURIST YEAR 

Date of issue: June 7, 1967. 

Denomination and Design : 

10 Mills : Ramses and the Queen. 

20 Mills : The Hotel at Alamein. 

35 Mills : Shooting of ducks. 

80 Mills : The Virgin's tree. 

115 Mills : Fishing at Red Sea. 

Dimension: 10, 35 mills: 61 X 28 mm. 
20, 80, 115 mills: 40 X 40 mm. 

Perforation: .11.5 
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Shee::: 10, 35 mills: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
20, 80, 115 mills : 35 stamps (5 X 7). 

Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 
Printing House " 

Wa termark: Multiple Eagle. 

Control No.· Date of issue and serial 
number . 

Quantity: 10 mills: 1,000,000 stamps. 
20, 35, 80, 11 5 mills : 600,000 sets. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
ARAB SOLIDARITY FOR 

PALESTINE DEFENCE 

Date of issue: June 22, 1967. 
Denomination: 10 Mills. 
Design : President Gamal Abd El Nasser 

with Arab masses of people and the 
map of Palestine. 

Dimension : 40 X 40 mm. 
Fer! o ration : 11,5 
Sheet: 35 stamps (5 X 7) 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing Process : Rotogravure "Posta l 

Authority Printing House". 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

Number. 
Quantity : 2,000,000 stamps. 
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ORDINARY STAMP 

FESTIVAL STAMP, 1967 

Date of issue : Jan, 10, I 967. 
Desig n : Carna tion flowers. 
Denomination : 4 mills. 
Dimension : 25 X 30 mm. 
Perforat ion : 11 1/2. 
Sheet: 100 stamps (10 X 10). 
Watermark: Multiple eag le. 
Printing: Rotog ravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

number . 

ORDINARY AIRMAIL STAMP 

Date of issue : April 26, 1967. 
Design : Cairo Aerodrome and r.n aero-

p lane. 
Denom ination : 20 m ills. 
Dimension : 42 X25 mm. 
Sheet : 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Watermark: Multiple Ea g le. 
Printing : _Postal Authority Printing House. 
Control No. : Date of iss ue and serial 

number. 
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"CIF'' 
F. CIFARlELLO & Co. 

31, Rue Cherif - LE CAIRE 

Tel. 74:56 1 R.C.C. 98225 

Specialiste en nouveautes du monde entier 

GRAND CHOlX DE SERIES ANCIENNES 

ET MODERNES DE TOUS PAYS 

ACHATS - VENTES - ECHANGES 

Stock permanen.t de tout materieL philatelique 

Albums - Clas-seurs - Catalogues - Charnieres, etc. 

ARTICLES PHOTOGRAPHIQUES 

CAMERAS - CINE-FILMS EN COULEURS 

Developpement et tirages - :- Photo-s en Couleurs 



SELLING YOUR STAMPS ? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT AD V ANT AGES 

ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE 
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE . 

• The experience and expertise of fifty years of selling at auction . 
• Specialist Describing. 
• F ully- illustrated (often in colour) and carefully described Cata-

logues. 
• Direct contact with a vvorld-wide clientel e. 
• Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. 
• Free valuat ion subject to sale in two years. 
• All Risk Insurance - in transit and pending Sale. 
• Liberal Advances. 

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high
est realisations for your stamps. T he last few years have seen a 
steady and progressive increase in the season's turnover and the 
1967-68 figure was app roximately th ree-qua rters of a million pounds, 
Over fifty years we have bu ilt up-and still improving-a Phi latelic 
Serv ice second to none. 

The full resources of the HARMER ORGANIZATION w ith Houses 
in three Continents are at the di sposal of a ll prospective vendors of 
fine General and Specialised Co llections, single rarities, etc. May we 
have your enquiry ? 

Contact us now if you wish to sell. We will be glad to help and 
to advise you. 

H. R. ARMER 

AND AT 
'EW YO . 

rnational Stamp Auctio 

P.O. BOX 4 EH 

1, NEW BOND STREE 

LONDON, W. I. 

TD. 

AND A 
SYDNEY 

Cables : "Phistamsel, London, W.l." 


