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AN ESSAY FOR THE M.E.A.N. CONFERENCE ISSUE 
OF 1946.? 

The stamp illustrated herewith was part of an auction lot contain
ing varieties of the M.E.A.N. Conference stamp, sold by Robson Lowe 
Ltd. in the early part of this year. Its origin is unknown. The inscrip
tion is the same as that used on the issued stamp, but there are major 
differences in the lettering (e.g., LE CAIRE instead of L e Caire) . The 
stamp itself is the 5 mill. value rather than the 30 mill. 

Although the first appearance of this item is that it has been 
overprinted on a printing press, closer examination reveals that it has 
not been printed at all ; the . "overprint" is actually hand drawn. Hori
zontal lines in pencil have been drawn as guide lines, and the lettering 
has been applied in black ink. The workmanship of the lettering is 
excellent-in fa ct, much better than on the issued stamp ! It is clearly 
the work of a professional, and from the skill and style with which the 
Arabic lettering has been done, one can conclude that the artist was 
in all probability a native Egyptian . All of these facts support the view 
that this is, indeed, a legitimate essay, or artist's drawing, and may 
have been made by someone in the Government Printing Works at 
Boulac (or perhaps by an employee of Conference organization?). It 
makes no sense to consider it to be a forgery, and it must have required 
far too much work to execute to be consistent with mere fantasy, the 
work of a practical jol<:er. P erhaps someone in Egypt will be able to 
ascertain from the Government Printing Works the r ecorded facts 
about the production of this stamp, which in its final issued form bore 
a typeset overprint. Could it be that an electrotyped overprinting plate 
was originally contemplated ? P ete1· A. S. Smith 
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U. A. R. COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED DURING 1966 

Date Occasion 
Denomination 

Mills · 
Printed S old 

2 J an. Post Day 10 1,042,860 1,042,860 
8:0 + 40 254,968 82',83'3 

11 5 + -- 254,968 83,005 JJ 

Mi ni atu r e Sheet 140 + 60 14<8,900 82,4135 

27 Jan. I ndust r ia l Exhibition 10 2,038,450 2 ,038,450 

22 Macch Arab Pub licity Week 10 2, 105,2~0 2,105,250' 

2'5 March lOO:th Ann . of National 10 1,991,500 1,991,500 
Press 

28 April Monum ents of N ubia 20 659,600 659,600 
80 659,700 659,700 

41 May Inter . Traff ic Day 10 1,942,700 1,542,700 
26 May . U .A.R.-Il\AQ Un ion .. 10 '2',06l,60QI 2',061,600 

Agreement 

1st June S'Oth Inter. Labour Con f. 5 1,033,250 1,033·,250 
10 1,040,300 1,040,300 
,..,- 65 5,100 655,100 ,)J 

30 Jun e 1st Popul at ion Sa mple 10 2,01 1,700 2,011 ,700 
Censas 

23 J uly 14th Ann . of R evo l ~• t i on 10 975,835 966,707 
Shi ps 

Abul-Simbel 10 1,042,615 1,033,487 
S ini a 10 923,930 914,802 
Hea lth 10 1,021,1'60 1,012,032 
Sheet 100 100,000 77,703 

26 Ju ly lOth Ann. of the Nation- 10 1,989,950 1,979,549 
a li sa tion of Suez Ca nal 
Co . 

10 Aug ust 7th Pan-Arab Jamboree 20 668)00 660,3'53 
9 Sep t. Far mer',; Day 5 1,028,950 1,020,550 

10 1,022,3~0 1,013,900 

35 627,750 619,350 
24 Oct. u I Da'' 5 1,068,0'50 1,058,807 

10 1,013,80.0 1,004,557 

35 660,650 651,407 
8 Nov. 5th I nte r. Te levision 10 ' 2, 106,600 2,098,04'6 

F es ti va l 
30 Nov. St. Catheri ne Monastery 80 674,850 666,730 
23 Dec. Victory Day 10 1,980,065 1,972,145 

T he un sold quan t it ies wer e des t royed by fire. 
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U . A. R. COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS ISSUED DURING 1967 

Date Occ asion 

2 Jan. Post Day 

I 

t;; 
15 Ma rch Tree F esti va 
22 March Arab Public i 
23 Apri l lst Industri< tl 

1st May Labo ur Day 
7 June Inter. Touri t 

\tV eek. 
Census 

Year 

22 June Arab So lidar ity for 
Pa les tin e 

2'3 Ju ly 15th Ann. o f Re volution 

14 Oct. 
24' Oct. 

31 Oct. 
9 Dec. 

Mi nia tu r e Sh ee t 
Salama Higa 
UN Day 

Z l 

ultural 
er itag.e 

and 
of 

Sa ving Day 
Sav in g the C 

A r t istic H 
F lor ence a nd Venic e 

Denomination I 
Pr inted Mills 

10 ] '100',850 
35 612,465 
80 + 20 272,850 

11'5 + 40 24'8,550 
10 2, 120,850 
10 2,085,250 
10 2',0341, 1 00 
10 2,043,350 
10 1,015,400 
20 635,880 
315 637,700 
80' 622,335 

115 259,980 
10 ] ,852,7'60 

50 615,020 
100 ' 85,000 
20 2,036,7'50 
20 99 1 ' 190 
-- 634,375 JJ 

80 651,560 
20 1,7 13,050 

80 + 20. -F49,050 
115 + 30 4'54,000 

The un sold quantities were des troyed by fire . 

Sold 

1,100,62'5 
603,005 
119,928 
85,592 

2,1 11 ,453 
2,0<09,0'52 
2,025,948 
2,034,004! 
1 ,00'5 ,6'45 

I 626, 175 
627,995 
612,630 
250,275 

1,842,'569 

607,062 
77,04:2 

2,026,730 
983',294 
62'6,479 
643,664 

1,703,031 

61,3·56 
58,889 



THE 1898 POSTAGE DUE 3 MILL. PROVISIONAL 

A NEW DISCOVERY 

By PETER A. S. SMITH 

The illustration shows a complete pane of 60 of the 1898 postage 
due provisional, 3 milliemes on 2 P.T., Zeheri No. 19, which was re
cently sold by a London dealer. The surcharge is obviously a cheval 
(Zeheri o. 19g), but there are two other features that are not so 
obvious. 

The r ight-hand six stamps in the top row and the right-hand two 
stamps of the second row are not a cheval, and were obviously over
prin ted at a separate operation. Furthermore, all the stamps except 
these eight have a second surcharge in albino, which does not reproduce 
in the photograph. F inally, some stamps in the upper right area have 
a partially double surcharge. 

The explanation must be as follows . The pane was inserted im
properly in the press, and the eight stamps in the upper right corner 
were not surcharged. To correct th is defect, the sheet was put through 
the press a second time, now properly positioned. In order to avoid 
having double surcharges over most of the sheet, only the upper right 
corner of the plate was inked ; thus all the stamps in the pane received 
the second impression, but only the corner eight received it in ink. 
The selective inking was not done precisely, with the result that stamps 
No. 4, 5, 17, and 18 received part of an impression inked, part albino. 

There are therefore these new varieties : 

1. double surcharge, one a cheval, one albino. 

2. double surcharge, one a cheval, one part albino. 
It is also possible to have pairs with either of the above two varieties 
se tenant with a normal stamp, and se tenant with each other, but I do 
not think that these deserve catalog listing. These varieties are very 
similar to the albino varieties of the 1915 2 mill. provisional (Zeheri 
No. 54 e and f) except for the a cheval aspect. One stamp on the pane 
has the additional variety of broken Arabic r , making it a r . This 
variety is presumably u nique in this state. 

The pane was considerably damaged ; some of the damage can be 
seen in the photograph, but there are several bad creases and tears 
as well. In addition, the pane sustained damage to nearly every stamp 
in the top row, the bottom row, and the two side rows during the 
process of having it photographed; the idiot photographer used Scotch 
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tape around the edges to hold the sheet flat ! When the tape was re
moved afterwards, the surface of the stamps underneath was abraided. 
There are thus only 28 undamaged examples of variety no. 1, and 
two of no. 2, although many of the stamps from the outer edges have 
only slight damage and are still collectable. The depth of the albino 
impression varied across the sheet, so that the stamps farthest to the 
left have only a very faint albino impression. Several stamps in the 
lower right corner bear a strong offset impression in black on the 
reverse ; this arose from the ink that was transferred from the plate 
to the printing bed when the pane was not in proper position. These 
are interesting curiosities, but of course not varieties of catalog status. 

The pane has now been broken up into singles, pairs, and blocks. 

SOME FURTHER COMMENTS ON EGYPTIAN 

CANCELLATIONS 

Having read with interest the notes by Dr. Salva Michel Vestarkis 
on Egyptian cancellations I want to add some few lines. 

Concerning the postmarks of Type Ill - 2 it might be o£ interest 
to note that I have in my collection such a postmark with the date of 
"7 AGO. 1879 T II" for Cairo. This date is not as late as the one from 
Magaga, recorded by Dr. Vestarkis, but all the same it is later than 
any copy previously recorded by the Egypt Study Circle London. 

My main purpose when writing this little article is, however, to 
answer Dr. Vestarkis' query about the "Sta1· and C1·escent" type, illus
trated in L 'O.P. as Photo 11 on page 7 in No. 119. Dr. Vestarkis has 
based his opinion of having found a new type of the "C & S" postmark 
on the stamp, thus shown by him, and he thinks that he has seen a 
star and crescent in the lower segment of the postmark, between the 
French and the Arabic version of the town DAMANHOUR. I am of the 
opinion, however, that the stamp, illustrated by Dr. Vestarkis, is can
celled by a rural service postmark, recorded by the Egypt Study Circle 
London as No RPS - 2.2 ., and the alleged star and crescent seems to 
me to be the Arabic figure 2 ( y) within a frame, formed like a shield. 
Although not common this rural service postmark is quite well known 
and I have myself two or three copies in my collection, all from Daman
hour. 

L. Alund. 



EGYPTIAN CANCELLATIONS 

SOME COMMENTS 

By 

Dr. SAVA MICHEL VESTARKIS 

My first attempt to ·write on philatelic subj ects appeared in L'O.P. 
No. 119,''' pages 3-9 about the same title mentioned above. At that time 
the only r eferences that were available to me were those studies that 
have appeared in "L'Orient Philatelique" (L'O.P. ) only. 

Through the courtesy of our diligent member Mr. R. Seymour 
Blomfield, the Egyptian Philatelic Society acquired the most recent 
and revised "Data on the Postal Mark ings of Egypt, 1866 through 1880 
-- Study VI - The Egypt Study Circle" . 

On examining this study which has been continuously revised and 
brought up to date - Nov. 1, 1963 ; May 20, 1965 ; J an . 15, 1966 and 
June 10, 1968 - it became evident that some of my conclusions about 
the lates t dates for the circular date stamp ( c.d.s.) ought to be further 
amended. This confirmed my v iew already given on page 9 of my 
article that "these new earliest or latest dates for the above mentioned 
cancellations may be provisional and not final. Further researches 
by philatelists may amend what has been mentioned to the benefit 
of our hobby". 

Nevertheless I found in my collection new data on some cancel
lations which amend even this Study VI. 

On this occasion focus should be reflected on the important study 
concerning the earlies t and latest dates for each c.cl.s. of every town 
which is being carried out by both our former President of the society 
Mr. Ibrahim Chaftar and Mr. Seynour Blomfield. Such minutous study 
will be more accurate because the earliest or la test elates of a certain 
c.d.s. undoubtedly differs for each town. 

The fo llowing are th e new revised data for some c.d.s. 

Typ e I -1 

In the Egypt Study Circle - Study VI on the Postal Markings 
of Egypt, 1865-1880 which is brought up to elate June 10, 1968 and a 
summary of which is reproduced in this No. 120, page 96 the latest date 
for type I- 1 is 13 F ebruary 70. 

ERRATA 
':' The following printing mistakes appeared in my article p ublished in L'O P. No. 119 : 
Page 3 line 5 read "Markings" instead of "Marking" 
Page 4 line 5 read "arabic above and in" instead of "arabic and above in". 
Page 4 line 16 read "appears" instead of "appear". 
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P hoto 1 for 1 pi of 1867 issu e shows the date of MA (either Mars 
or May) 70 for Costan tinopoli. 

Photo l. Photo 2. 

Typ e III- 4 
In the same . study mentioned above, page 96 , the lates t date given 

is May 81. ,( . 

Photo 2 for 5 pi 1879 shovvs th e latest date to be 18 Jui (June) 81 
for Costan tinopoli. It is worth mention ing that this post office was 
closed on 30 June 1881. 

In the same study, the c.d .s. for Zefta is mentioned in black only. 
I have a 1879 1 p t. copy w ith Zefta cancellation but strik ed in blue, 
the elate is 14 Die (December) 79. 

Type V - 4 
The same study, page 97, men tioned that the latest elate for type 

V - 4 to be 5 My (May) 80. 
P hoto 3 for 5 pa 1879 shows the date of 20 Mag (May) 80 for 

Allessandria. Notice that the figures of the year are in terplaced and 
written wrongly, viz. 08 instead of 80. An interest ing fault made by 
the clerk r esponsible at that t ime . 

Photo 3. 

.-------------~- -- -

R PS- 2.2. 

Also with.T I,:etc.. 

after date. 

Photo 4. 

Als o nos. · 

a.t t . & b.: 
" LID .. 
. , (!] " 

To complete the studies on th e ea rliest and latest elates of c.d .s. 
1865-1880, a su mmary of the up to date exhaustive study of Mr. Blom-
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field along with photos for these c.d.s. is r eproduced on pages 91 - 97 
of this magazine. The remarks written in black type in the right hand 
column of the list concern the revised and n ewer data to these of the 
Study VI of the E.S.C. 

Before closing these above new comments I thank our member 
Lord Justice Lars Alund for this accurate observation (see page 88 
in this magazine) and thus correcting my misconception about the 
new crescent and star c.d.s. for Damanhour (see L'O.P. No . 119, pages 
7-9 and photo 11). After a scrutinized examination, that c.d.s. (photo 11) 
is actually recorded under R P S - 2.2 in the Egypt Study Circle (photo 
4). 

This c::tncellation as shown has the figure " f" (in Arabic) within 
a fra:n1e formed like a shield. 

Factors that predisposed to this blunper on my ·part are : 
~ 

The upper hor izontal bar of the shield is missing, thus what is 
left is a semicircle. 

The c.d.s. is somewhat faint and incomplete and in addition is 
slightly dou bly striked so that the semicircle left simulated a crescent ; 
as well the two overlapped "f" gave the false impression of a star. 

III - 5.! Y-SS 

'YIII- I YIII -!.I 
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THE EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE 

T he Posta l Marki ng- s of Eg-ypt, 1866 t hroLwh ,.., 188J 
VI en t ru sted to ~~. Sey mou r Blomfi eld, S.I'.F. 243, E .S.C. 15) 

DATA ON THE CIR CULAR DATI .:D MA I~KINGS 

foll O\I·ing- tabu latio n br ing-s t he data up to date Jun . 10, 1958 

Note: Colours t hose noted are I ll additio n to black 
bl = blue r = r ed v = 1· io let 

New Remarks on 
Diameter 

Colour 
Earliest Latest Earliest or 

in mm date date Latest dates 

26.5-28 bl 4 Ap 65 13 Fe 70 Latest dates : 

1 - for Costantinopoli 

Mr or My 70 (see 
L'O.P. No. 120. page 

90, Photo I. 

27 -28 bl, r 23 Jy 66 11 I o 67 
27 .5 bl 1 Ja 66 8 Mr 70 

26.5-27.5 bl 19 Ap 65 19 My 75 
27.5 bl 29 M r 77 Ap 79 
27.5 3 Oc 70 6 Ju 75 

2'8 X 21 23 Fe 74 ~ 

27.5-2'8.5 8 My 68 20 Oc 69 
27-30 14· Oc 67 25 Ap 72 

28 ? M r 69 

27.5-28.5 18 Fe 69 25 Ap 72 
28 16 Au 69 ? 

28.5x17.75 b l 7 Au 69 18 Ap 8.0 

22 bl 3 Ap 7D 18 No 78 

22 -22.5 b1, V 4 De 69 2 Ja $0 
22 -22.5 bl 26 Fe 74 9 Ju 8 1 

22 bl 29 Ju 71 My 81 Latest date 18 Ju 81 
for Costantinopoli (see 

L'O.P. No. 120. page 

90. photo 2. 

22 -22.5 b1 3 No 75 6 Au 80 

22 -22.5 Oc 74 1 My 80 
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New Remarks on 

Type 
Diameter Colour 

Earliest Late s t Earliest or 
in mm date date Latest dates 

I V-1 24 .5-26 b1 "!· J a 73 21 De 79 

I V-1.1 241."5 b1 on I ssue 3A on l SS LLe 3B 

I V-1.2 25 b1, V 15 No 73 31 De 79 

IV-2 2:J .J.&Z5 b1 0 De 72 30 No 78 

IV-3 24x 1S.S 9 My 73 Oc 75 

I V-3.1 23.Sx 14.S 29 M r 72 s No 75 

IV-4 28.Sx20 22 Oc 73 1 s No 74 

IV-5 Similar to 1-5 but in-

s cribed " Pos te Ke d e-

vie Egiziane" . 

V-1 22 -22 .5 2~· F e 74 2 No 78 
V-2 22.5 b1 1 Mr 73 12 Ap 80 
V-2.1 22' 2-~· Ap / 6 Ju 80 
V-2. 15 22 bl J u 74 19 Ap 75 
V-2.2 22.5 26 My 74 11 De 76 
V-3 22:.5-23 10 J a 74 27 Ap 80 
V-3.1 22.5 12 M r 77 2'5 J y 79 
VA 22.5 to 23 20 J a 74 s My 80 

& 24 Latest date 30 My so 
(see L'O.P. No. 120, 

page 90, photo 3 for 

Alessandria. 

\"-4. 1 22-23 b1 2-:· Ap 74 10 M r 80 
V-4.2 24 11 De 74 20 Oc 75 
V-4.25 24 21 Mr 76 Oc 76 
V-S 2.2 b1 17 J u 74 16 D.e 83 
V-5 .5 2~1 2~· Ap ?5 
V-6 2Z 16 Fe 75 11 No 79 
V-7 22 V 12 Ja 74 20 Ap 80 Latest d a te 17 My so 

(see L'O.P. No. 119. 
page 6). 

VI-B1 22.'5 b1 28 J y 17 18 Fe 80 
'< 

VI-1 '2'2. 5 2"1 A u 77 8 Ap 80 
V I-1.5 25 18 No 81 8 - ., J . 

V I-2 26.5 b1 3 Jy 78 13 D e 8 1 

VII-1 26.5 V 8 No 78 13 Au 85 
VII-2 2'6 .5 Jy 78 Au 83 

V I II-1 25 b1, r 1 J a 80 8 De 93 
VIII-1.1 L. J 28 No 79 15 Se 88 
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"SPECIMEN" STAMPS OF EGYPT 

By PETER A. S. SMITH 

It is well known that many countries prepare samples of their 
stamps with the word "specimen" or its equiva lent in another langu
age, overprinted or perforated across the stamp. These are used for 
various purposes, such as for distribution to the countries of the Uni
versal Postal Union, for presentation to officials, for sale to collectors 
at a pr ice below face value, etc. However, many countries do not make 
use of this safeguard , and distribute their stamps without defacement ; 
Egypt is among those countries. It will probably come as a surprise 
to many collectors that some Egyptian stamps do, indeed, come with 
a "specimen" overprint. 

The accompanying illustrations show the only types known to me. 
The four values (5 , 20 , 50, and 200 mill.) of the 1914 series are all that 
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I have heard of for t hat issue . The illus trated examples wer e sold a t 
auction in England a few years ago, for a small sum ; a second set was 
sold within the same year, by another auction house in England. The 
second set appears to be identical in every way to the one illu stra ted, 
and it is now in the h ands of one of our m ember s in Australia . All 
stamps are on watermarked paper, imperfora te, and withou t gum. It 
is most interesting that the 5 mill. has t he crescen t and star water
mark sideways, and thus comes from sheets prepared for the manu
.facture of booklet panes, rather than from those with the upright water
mark, intended for counter u se. I believe t hese ar e th e only known 
examples of t he sideways watermark, imperforate . The color of the 
stamps has a slightly runny appea rance, as though they had been soaked 
in hot water (perhaps they w er e originally stuck down on some official 
docum ent ?) . The overprints are in black, apparently handstamped 
from a metal die. 

The rather sketchy facts suggest to me that the e items were pre
pared by th e p r in te r , Thomas De L a Ru e & Co ., perhaps as record 
sam ples of their work , or perhaps for exhibit pr ivately . The overprint 
is in fact very much like tbose t hat bave been applied to Brit ish stamps . 
Can anyone add more information ? 

The second illustration shovvs four stamps ( 4, 5, 15 and 20 mill ) 
of t he 1924 issue, each overprinted "SPECIMEN" in purple ink , by 
a handstamp. They are the only valu es with this overprint tha t I know 
of. I believe tbey may bave once been in t he Ceysen collection. I 
believe it was once suggested that such specimens were prepared in 
order to honor a r equ est for specimens from Turkey. Again , ca n any
one supply further informat ion ? 

Lastly, the third illustration shows the 4 mill. of the 1824 issue 
be:u-ing the overprin t "CANCELLED" . I have also seen the 10 mill. , 
and have seen both values in blocks of four. The overprint is very 
well prin ted, and the spacing on the blocks was very precise, so that 
I have no doubt that it was applied by a printing press . Perhaps these 
w er e prepared by the printe1·, Harrison & Sons, for record purposes, 
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etc. ? They are clearly not related to the proofs prepared in later years 
by the Survey Depar tmen t of Egypt , overprinted "CANCELLED" on 
the back , and are quite different to the 5 mill. overprinted "CANCEL
LED" for experimenting with the manufacture of coil stamps. 

I have heard of, but cannot illustrate, an air stamp (the 5 mill, I 
believe) of the 1953 issue with a large overprint "CANCELLED", some
what crudely applied. The circumstances at the time strongly suggested 
that it was purely a private production , at best a "fantasy" . 

Can any reader add to the list , or enlighten us on the origin of 
these'} 

Postscript to notes on "specimen" stamps : 

The Quarterly Circular of the Egypt Study Circle for August, 1942 
(Vol. II , p. 10), which just came to my attention, con ta ins a r eport by 
the late Dr. Byam on the sale of the F. Honeker collection in London, 
May 18th, 1942. This statement appears : 

"A set of the 1914 imperforate proofs overprinted specimen sold 
for £2 .17.6, in spite of the fact that no Egyptian specimen s tamps were 
ever r eceived at Geneva and that these overprints are nearly certainly 
bogus ." 

Without further information, we cannot tell if these stamps bore 
t he same specimen overpr int that appears on the stamps here illustrated . 
We can presume, without being cer ta in , that the complete set, 1 m. to 
200 m. , was sold, and that "imperforate proofs" means the unwater
marked stamps. These items are thus something different from those 
shown in this note . As for the opinion that the Honeker items are 
bogus, I think judgemen t should be r eserved. The only evidence against 
them seems to be that they were not sent to Geneva for distribution 
to U.P.U. members. There are many other purposes for which specimen 
stamps may be prepared, either by the issuing government or the 
pr inter. There are, for example, legitimate and very valuable specimen 
stamps that were prepared before the U.P.U. was formed. 

If any reader can tell us more about the Honeker stamps, such 
as their present w hereabouts, and best of all, a photograph, it would 
be most helpful. 

P eter A. S. Smith 



THE INTERPOSTAL SEALS 
AND 

THE EARLY POSTAL SERV ICES 
OF EGYPT 

By IBRAH IM CHAFTAR (' ) 

(Continued) 

If we r ecapitulate the period 
from 1871 to 1879 we find t hat 
t h e administr ation opened 

1 + 2 +14+ 1 +3+9 
+ 3 = 33 offices 
to w hich must be added th e 
Zeila , dropped, which makes 34 
offices . On t he other h and it 
closed 

1 + 1 + 12 + 1 + 1 + 1 
17 offices 
making an increase (of offices) of 
34 - 17 = 17 over those exist
ing in 1870, w hich br ings their 
tot al to : 

65 + 17 = 82 offices . 

* ** F rom th e s tan dpoin t of can
cellation postm arkings wit h date 
and others for internal serv ice, 
t hose inscribed Vice R eali are 
modified . They become of a 
smaller diam eter so t hat th eir 
application wou ld cover th e 
stamps; moreover , th eir in scrip
tion is tran sfor med and bears 
n ow "V .R. POSTE EGIZIANE" 
w ith differen t lay out as to posi
t ion of date, n ame of months , 
millenia and collection t ime. The 
first introdu ction of the modified 
postmark ings da tes fro m Decem
ber 1869 to last till 1879/ 80. 

LES ETIQUETTES 
INTERPOST AL ES ET LES 

PREMIERS BUREAUX 
POSTAUX D'EGYPTE 

Par IBRAl-UM CH AJ<TAR (' ) 

( Su ite) 

Si nou s r ecapitulons cette pe
riode de 1871 a 1879 nous voyons 
qu e 1' Administrat ion a ouvert : 

1 + 2 + 14 + 1 + 3 + 9 
+ 3 = 33 bur eaux 
au xquels il fau t aj ou ter Zeila 
omis, ce qui fait 34 bureaux, par 
con tre, elle a ferme 

1 + 1 + 12 + 1 + 1 + 1 = 
17 bu reaux 
soit don e un e au gmen tation (de 
bureaux ) de 34 - 17 = 17 en 
plus de ceu x qui existaien t en 
1870, ce qui fait 

65 + 17 = 82 bureau x 

Au poin t de vue cachets obli
t eran ts a date et au tr es de ser
v ice interieu rs, ceux inscrits Vice 
Reali se modifi ent. Ils dev ien 
n en t d 'un diam etre plus petit de 
maniere qu e leur application 
cou vre les t imbr es-poste et en 
outr e leur inscription se t rans
fo rme et porte mainten an t « V. R . 
P OST E EG IZ IANE » avec diffe
ren tes disposition s quant a la 
posit ion de la date, du n om des 
mois , des millesimes et des temps 
de levee . La premier e introdu c
t ion des cach ets modifies date de 
Decembre 1869 et ceu x-ci duren t 
jusqu 'a 1879/80. 

(1) Continued from pa g e 698 of L'O .P. No . 118 October 1967. 
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In 1872, upon the foundation of 
the "SIUT" (Assiut) office, a new 
engraving of the postmarkings is 
introduced : they are engraved 
"POSTE KHEDEVIE EGIZIA
NE " and any renewa l of the post
markings during this period of 
1872 carries this text. 

In 1874 it is the text "POSTE 
EGIZIANE" that prevails wi th 
the type V. 

W e point out that tl1e offices 
of Sudan and Upper E gypt carry 
the dates and town names en
graved in Arabic and Italian ; we 
had already mentioned the r ea
sons : the few officials knowing 
foreign languages. Besides, Li
curg.o Santoni, inspector in 
charge, bitterly complained from 
the conduct and r egu larity of the 
native subordinate postal agents 
of these r egions and declared that 
the Mudirs were unable to r estore 
discipline. As to the officials oc
cupying higher positions, they 
abstained from pointing out the 
mistakes for fear of r etaliation 
(sometimes assaults wi th nabbout 
hits!) 

W e find out therefore that this 
period is rich in change of can
cellations and the amateur phila
telist has a vast field open for 
research . 

Let us look now at the issues 
of interpostal labels during this 
period . Two issues, with various 
sub-types, cover it. In one of 
them the type V labels are en
graved "POSTE KEDEVIE EGI-

E n 1~72, lors de la fondation 
du bureau de « SlUT » (Assiout) 
nous voyons introduire une nou
velle gravure des cachets : ils sont 
g :-a v e s « POSTE KHEDEVIE 
EGIZIANE » et tout r enouvelle
ment des cachets durant cette 
periodc de 1872 porte ce texte. 

En 1874 c'est le texte «POSTE 
EGIZIANE » qui prevaut avec le 
type V. 

Nous faisons r emarquer qu e lcs 
bureaux du Soudan et de la 
Haute-Egypte portent les dates et 
le nom des villes graves en arabe 
et en italien ; nous en avions 
donne les ra isons : le peu de 
fonc tionnaires connaissan t les 
langues etrangeres. D'ailleurs Li
curgo San toni, in specteur en 
charge, se plaignait amerernen t 
de la conduite et de la regularite 
des agents postaux subalternes 
indigenes de ces r egions et de
clarait que les Moudirs etaient 
impuissants a retablir la discipli
n e. Quant aux fonctionnaires, 
ayant des pastes plus eleves, ils 
se gardaient de signaler les fau
tes de crainte des r epresailles 
(parfois attentats a coups de nab
bouts !) . 

Comme nous le constatons, cet
te periodc est riche en change
men t d'obliterations, et le phila
teliste amateur a un vaste champ 
ouver t a ses r echerches. 

Voyon maintenan t les emis
s ions des Etiquettes in terpostales 
dur·an t cette periode. Deux emis
sions, avec divers sous-types, la 
couvrent . Dans l'une les etiquet
tes type V sont g ravees «POSTE 
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ZIANE" and last from 1871 to 
1878, and in the other type VII 
the labels arc engraved "POSTES 
EGYPTIENNES" and cover the 
period 1878/79. As to the Arabic 
inscriptions in the centre, they 
are identical for both series : 
BOST A KHEDEVIE MASRIA. 

We shall try now to describe 
more conveniently the sub-types 
of this type V: POSTE KEDEVIE 
EGIZIANE in order to facilitate 
sorting and classification. 

The Type V includes 5 subdivi
sions : 

1. The first Type V exists in 
several colours and could 
not be confused with the 
other sub-types as its letters 
are thin and long and the 
letter 0 of the word POSTE 
is engraved in a way com
pletely different from the 
other sub-types . 

2. The second and third sub
types V a and V b are print
ed on paper of several co
lours. V\That they hav in 
common is that in the Arab-

ic word "BOUST AH Ja ... ..J: " 

the "wa w _, " and th e "sin 

- " are in line, but on more
over: 
V a : bas the S of POSTE 

grotesque, a thick body 
and thin head and tail, 
while: 

V b : l1 as the S of POSTE 
grotesque, a thin body 
and thick heil.d and 
tail. 

KEDEVIE EGIZIANE » et du
rent de 1871 a 1878 et clans l'au
tre type VII les etiquettes sont 
gravees « POSTES EGYPTIEN
NES » ; cellcs-ci couvrent la pe
riode 1878/1879. Quant aux ins
criptions arabes au centre, elles 
sont identiques pour les deux se
r ies so it BOST A KHEDEVIE 
MASRIA. 

Nous allons maintenant essayer 
de decrire plus commodement les 
sous-types de ce type V : POSTE 
KEDEVIE EGIZIANE pour en 
faciliter le triage et le classement. 

Ce Type V comprend 5 sub
divisions : 

1. Le premier Type V existe 
en plusieurs couleurs et n e 
peut etre confondu avec les 
autres sous-types car ses 
lettres son t minces et lon
gues et la lettre 0 du mot 
POSTE est gravee d'un e fa
<;on tout a fait differente des 
autres sous-types. 

2. L e second et le troisieme 
sous-types V a et V b sont 
imprimes sur papier en plu
sieurs couleurs, mais ils ont 
de commun que clans le mot 

arabe « BOUST AH .. Jz;.. ..J: » 

le « waw ..J » et le « sin 

...._.. » sont sur le meme ali
gnement mais en plus le : 

V a : a 1 S de POSTE 
grotesq ue, corps gras et 
tete et bas minces tan
di que le : 

V b : a le S de POSTE gro
tesque, corps mince et 
tetc et bas gros. 
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A sub-type V b is 
also printed on a 
scarlet vermilion red 
paper. 

3. The last two sub-types V c 
and V cl have in common in 
the Arabic word "BOUSTAH 

' " the "sin " hio·her 
A,(2; .... J! __... b 

than the ending level of the 

'·waw J ,. but : 

V c : has the "kh ~ " of 

"KHEDEVIE . " "'.J: _..p 
very big and reaching 

the head of " .J 

while 
V cl : has the head of the 

"kh ~ " of "KHEDE

VIE · " small
~: .J: ~f> 

er and it does not 

touch the head of " _, " . 

I prefer this way of distinguish
ing the sub-types of the group V, 
due to my well-known fri end 
Manfredo Mingazzini of Rome, a 
great speciali::;'L, who is also en
thusiastic about Egyptian Inter
postal Labels. 

Besides, we are giving a recapi
tulative table of the various sub
types V in which we have marked 
with a querry the labels of doubt
ful existence. However, in case 
of any contestation, we ask our 
readers to let us know about it, 
with supporting photographs, for 
subsequent correction. 

Un sous-type V b est im
prime aussi sur un papier 

de couleur rouge ecarlate 
vermillon. 

3. Les deux derniers sous
types V c et V cl ont de com
mun que clans le mot arabe 

« BOUSTAH » le 

« sin ~ » est plus haut que 

le niveau de la terminaison 

clu « waw » mais le : 
.) 

V c : a le « kh ~ » de 

« KHEDEVIE ' » 
~: .); __..p 

tres grand et touche la 

tete du « J » tanclis que 

le 

V cl: a la tete du « kh ~ » 

« KHEDIVE » .o; J: .. ,.f• 
plus petit et ne touche 

pas la tete du « _, ». 

J e prefere cette fac;on de re
connaitre les sous-types du grou
pe V et qui est due a mon ami 
le distingue Manfredo Mingazzi
ni de Rome, grand specialiste, lui 
aussi en thousiaste des Etiquettes 
Interpostales Egyptiennes. 

ous donnons en outre un ta
bleau recapitulatif des divers 
sous-types V ou nous avons mar
que d'un point d'intenogation les 
etiquettes dont l'existence est 
douteuse. Nous prions toutefois 
nos lecteurs en cas de contesta
t ion de nous le signaler avec 
photo a l'appui pour correction 
ulterieure. (d stliVTe) 
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DESCRIPTION DES DIVERS SOUS-TYPES V DES ETIQUETTES 

INTERPOSTALES 

I 
0 

I 
"·!._f~.A s >- J,;. I 

I 
Types V 

I 
V a. Vb VbR Vc Vd 

Periodes I 1871 1873/ 75 1873 / 79 1872/ 75 1875 1878 

1. Abuhom os I X X X 
l a. Abuhommos I X 

__., 
Abu-E I-Sce k u k X L. 

i 3. A lessandri a X X X X X X 
I 

. 

4. Assouan X X X 
J , Atfe X X X X 
6. Bar bar X X X 
7. Ben ha X X X X X 
8. Benisueff X X X X 
9. Bi lbes X X X 

10. B irket-E l-Sab X 
' 

X X X X 
11. Cairo X 

I 
. X X X 

12. Con stantin opol i X 

I 13. Damanhou r I X X X X X 
14. Damiata I X X X X 
15 . Da rdanell i X X 
16 . Dongol a X X X 
17. Desug X 
18. E sna X X X 
19. Fascn e ·v X X A 

19a. Fescne 

I 
X I 

...... , ..... 1 Gal iu b X I .::v . 
21. Gu erga X X X 
r· L. CeJda X 
23. Chi sa I X 

I 
' X X 

I 

24. Codaba X X X 
25 . I s m a i I i a X X X X X 
26. Kafr-El-Dauar X 
27. K afr -El -/:aya t X X X X 
28. Karas kou X X X 
2S•. Kartum X X X 
30. Kas sa la X X' X 
31. K en a X X X 
32. Luxor X X X 
11 M a gaga X X X X J..) . 

34. Manfa lu t X X X 
35. Ma nsura X X X X 
36 . Fayum X X x:- X 
3?. Latachia X 
38. M ell aoui X X X X 
39. Meha ll et ]\oh X 
40. Maha ll a X X X 
41. Mersin a X 
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Types 
Pe·riodes 

42. · M ine t-E l-Gam 
-B. Mi ni a 
-!4. ::VI i n u f 
45. P o r to S a id 
46. 1\.aml e 
-+7. R am ses 
-!8. l\.oda 
49. Rod is 
50. 1\. osett a 
51. Sa ma nud 
52. Se rafoum 
53 . S cibin E l A n atc r 
54. S ci bin E l Corn 
54 a. Sc ibi n E l l<:om 
-- Scirb in JJ . 
::; ,1-:, 
"' '"--' · Sc io 
57. S ez ion e Eco n om ato 
57 a. Economato 
58. S i ut 
-

" J8a . Ass to ut 
-o J , . 

60. 
61. 
62. 

S mi rn a 
Sokag 
S ua kin 
Suez 

63. Tan ta 
6 ~ . Tc lah 
65. Te h-EI- Da ru t 
6Sa . Tc h-El -Ba r ud 
66. Tei-E l-Kibir 
6fla . El Tei-E l-Kibir 
6/ . Tripoli 
68 . \\"a d i H a lfa 
()9 . Z agaz ig 
70. Zefte 
71. Ze il a 

18 18 
52 53 
27 27 
17 17 
52 5-l-
54 54 

220 223 

I 

I 
1-
I 

I 
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0 I o.: rA s ,;... ..\,;... 

V V a Vb VbR Vc Vd 
1871 1873/ 75 1873 /79 1872/ 75 .1875 1878 

X X X 
X 
X X X X 

X X ' X X 
X 

X X X 
X X X X X 

X 
X X X X X 

X X X X 
X 

X X X 
X 

X X X 
X X X 

X 
X X X X 

X 

I 
X X X X 

I X 
X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X 
X X X 

I X X X X 
X 

X X X 
X 

X X X 
X ' X X 

X 
X X y 

,L , 

X X X X X 
X ::\. X X X 

X 
-

52 
T ]/ 

52 
18 

I I 

_; - --- 5+ 
53 ° 5-l? 
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lnterpostal Seals Type Vd 1878 
Collection I. Chaltar 
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ln terpostal Seals Type Vc 1875-1878. 
Collection !. Chaftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Vd 1878. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Va 1873-1878. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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lnterpostal Seals Type V 187 1. 
Collection I. Chafta r 
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Interpostal Seals Type Va 1873-1878. 
Collection I. Chaltar 
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Interposta1 Seals Type Vc 1875-1878. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Vb- 1876-1879. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Vd 1878. 
Collection I. Cha ftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Vc 1875-1878. 
Collection I. Chaftar 

Interpostal Seals Type Vb 1876-1879. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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Interpostal Seals Type Vb Scarlet Vermillion 1872-1875. 
Collection I. Chaftar 
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: 

Interpostal Seals Type Va 1873-1878. 
Collection I. Chaftar 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R. C.A. 36569 S.E.P . 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 



PLATE FLAWS AND RETOUCHES 

SOM.E FURTHER NOTES 

In the article in "L'Orient Philatelique" No. 118 dealing with the 
20 para 1872, it was mentioned on page 747 that the record numbers 
of the Egypt Study Circle are given in the captions of many of the 
illustrations. Unfortunately, these came to be printed incorrectly. Be
ginning with Fig. 43, change 1122 to I-122, and 140 to I-40. In Fig. 44, 
change 194 to I-94, and 1106 to I-106. In Fig. 46, change 147 to I-47. 
In Fig. 47, change 122 to I-22, 13 to I-3, and 129 to I-29. In Fig. 49, 
change 16 to I-6. In Fig. 50, change 12 to I-2. 

In L 'O.P. No. 117, a plate flaw on the 2 p. t. De La Rue was illus
tt·ated (Fig. 20, p . 626, upper left stamp). A second copy of this variety 
has now been found by Mr. W . C. Andrews, of England, and the variety 
can now be regarded as constant. The new copy is postmarked 17 IV 14, 
and presumably comes from a late printing. 

On p. 617 and 618, eight examples of major flaws on the 5 para 
of 1872 were illustrated. Our member Gino Piperno, now of Milan, has 
shown me three more examples which surely must rate as major flaws. 
On one, there is a clear break in the fram e near the bottom on both th e 
left and the right. On the second, the numeral 5 at upper r ight is 
broken , and there is heavy damage to the frame at top. On the third, 

~ Jfl'~ -"', llli, _____ , r 

5 Para 1972. 

"• . 
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the bottom frame is nearly broken through for a distance of about 
5 mm. (beneath EGIZIANE) . 

Mr. Piperno has also shown me two examples of the 20 para blu e 
of 1879 with major flaws. In one, the RA of PARAS is nearly obliterat
ed by a white flaw ; in the other, a whi te flaw on the Arabic letter 
"sheen" at the top of the right panel oblitera tes the three dots and 
attaches to the rest of the word . 

The variety of the 2 p.t. 1867 shown on p. 615; Fig. 5, conststmg 
of a "worm track" in the upper panel, has been found in a second copy 
by our member Charles Minett. It is t:hus presumably a const:mt 
variety and a very prominent one. 

Peter A. S . Smith 

A new example of the very rare cancellation of the Egyptian post 
office at Jaffa ("IAFFA") has been ·discovered. It was 
found by members Cordon Garrett and Peter Feltus 
among an accumulation of duplicates ; it is. now in lVIr. 
Garrett's collection. The strike is neariy complete, but 
rather lightly struck, so that the year date is not legible. 
Insofar as one can tell by careful comparison with au

thentic examples, it is genuine. 

Pete1· A. S. SnLith 

PHILATELISTS IN 100 countries are members of the 

CONCORDE CORRESPONDENCE ~CLUB (Details, LOP) , 

38 PARKSIDE DRIVE, EDGWARE, MIDDX, ENGLAND. 



122 l.'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE July- October 1968 

A NEW DISCOVERY 

The photo illustrated on the opposite page depicts a complete sheet 
of one of the eight stamps forming the set issued on 23rd July, 1962, to 
commemorate the lOth Anniversary of the R evolution. It is the stamps 
representing "Social Revolution" and which is printed in two colours : 
orange for the fram e and black-brown for the centre (Zeheri catalogue 
No. 279, page 194). 

The sheet is made up of 7 horizontal by 5 vertical rows, and thus 
consists of 35 stamps . The illustrated photo shows that three hori
zontal rows missed the orange colour, either partially or totally ; in 
fact this colour does not show on: (1) the lower side of the stamps of 
the second row, (2) the upper side (as well as the upper half of both 
left and right sides) of the stamps of the fourth row, and (3) all the 
four sides of the stamps of the third row. Consequently this defect of 
printing constitutes three major varieties : 

(a) Lower side of frame missing (on 5 stamps) . 

(b) UpJ?er side of frame missing (on 5 stamps). 

(c) Frame missing (on 5 stamps). 

This sheet was .discovered in Montreal, Canada, by a member of 
the Group "LES AMIS DU TIMBRE-POSTE D'EGYPTE" , and the 
photo (in the original colours) was kindly sent to us by Mr. Antoun 
S. Kyriacou, president of the Group, and, in the same time, member 
No. 4789 of our Society. 

Our congratulations to the lucky owner. 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

GRIAND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POSTE 
DU MONDE ENTIER 

. EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Ru~ Emad El-Oine - Le Caire 

Editor. 

• 
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THREE UNIQUE ITEMS OF EGYPT DISCOVERED 
THIS YEAR (r968) AND SOLD BY AUCTION 

By 

Dr. SAVA MICHEL VESTARKIS 

The International Stamp Auctioneers, H.R. Harmer Ltd London, 
sold on four successive days 17-20 June 1968 the "James H. Abbott" 
Collection of British Commonwealth and Foreign Countries". 

The preface of the catalogue goes as follows : 

"The collection now being offered was formed during the last years 
of the nineteenth cent1-1.ry and the beginning of the present one :. as a 
result, it includes many things that only become available when a really 
old Collection sU"ch as this is dispersed. Moreover, as a philatelist, Mr. 
James H . Abbott was far in advance of his times for he did not restrict 
his collecting to what were then the pop·u.lar countries but made special
ised Collections of practically every country within the British Empire 
as well as .numerous .foreign courvtries, in'Cluding in most cases complete 
sheets and numerous blocks . 

. . . . . . . . . In the days when International Exhibitions were not as 
frequent as the present, Mr. Abbott showed several of his collection$ at 
Manchester in 1899, at Pm·is in 1900, and in· London in 1906, receiving 
awards at each. Notable among these Collections were those of Egypt, 
including blocks of four of the 1866 5 pi and 10 pi (probably unique, as 
the "Farouk" and "Bymn" Collections did not have these in blocks, 
neither do they figure in the Royal Collection). 

Mr. Abbott was a member of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
from 1892 until his death in March 1914." 

My friend Dr. Peter Smith informed me that the collection was 
beqL1eathed to the Art Gallery in Manchester. It has not been exhibited 
for perhaps 50 years and no one knew t hat such gems as t he blocks~ 
of 5 p.t. and 10 p.t. of 1866 existed. 

As to Egypt (1866-1892 issu es only), there were 100 lots, 11 of 
which were for stamps of the Suez Canal Company, with many blocks 
of four or more and even some complete sh eets. The total realisations 
for the section of Egypt amounted to £4122/ 10/-. 

What concerns us now are the new findings, very probably unique 
(who knows?) , which are given hereunder with their realisations. 
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Lot 265 Lot 267 Lot 294 

1866 Issue 

Lot 265 5 pi Rose, a part o.g. block of four, centered to bottom, one 
stamp creased, another with small nick at top, few perfs. 
missing and two small stains but a very fine and unique block. 
(see photo). 

Est. : £300 Rea lisation : £270 

Lot 267 - 10 pi Slate,, S.G.9, a part o.g. block of four , slightly off-centre, 
few perfs. missing or short, left-hand pair _creased, never
theless a very fine and unique block (see photo). 

Est. : £300-350 Realisation : £340 

1872 

Lot 294 5 pi yellow green S.G. 34, o.g. vertical pair, few small stain 
spots, upper stamp thinned at top and the pair a littlP creased, 
very fine appearance, probably unique in an unused pair 
(see photo). 

Est. : £75 to £ 100 Realisation: £85 

• 
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THE WORLD PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION "SOFIA 1969" 

The World Philatelic Exhibi
tio.n ,Sofia 19tH:!" will take place 
in Sofia, the cc.pital of the P. R. 
of Bulgaria, from 31st May to 8th 
June, 1969. 

The Exhibition , Sofia 19Ei9" 
will cover about 5,000 exhibition 
boards, each cne containing 16 
sheets measuring 25/ 28 cm. 

Postal administrations and 
postal museums from all countries 
members of the World Postal 
Union have been invit~d to part
~cipate in the non-competitive 
class. In t he honorary sectio_n of 
this same class will be shown 
many world-known collections. 

An average of 5 exhibition 
boards will be entered in the com
petitive class by each one of the 
exhibitors. 

The Organisation Committee 
of the Show w1ll allow extra dis
play space for collections of a 
high r epresentative value. 

The capital oi the P.R. of Bul
garia, Sofia, is the new ::tddress 
of the World Philatelic Exhibi
tion ,Sofia 1969" . 

Sofia is one of the biggest and 
most beautiful towns both in the 
Balkans and Eastern Europe, 
with about one million inhabi
tants. The numerous gardens in 
the town itself and the near-by 
mountain of Vitosha, more than 
2,000 m. above sea level, the 

L'EXPOSITION MONDIAL£ 
PHILATELIQUE "SOFIA 1969" 

L'Exposition Mondiale Philate
lique "SOFIA 1969" aura .Feu a 
Sofia, capitale de la R. P. de Bul
garie, a partir du 21 Mai au . 8 
Juin 1969. 

L'Exposition Mondiale Philate
lique "SOFIA 1 969" aura une ca
pacite d'environ 5.000 tableaux 
d'exposition dont chacun renfer
me 16 feuilles d'une dimension 
de 25/ 28 cm. 

Les administrations et les mu
sees philateliques de tous les 
Etats-membres de la li'ederation 
Internationale de Philatelie son t 
invites a participer dans la classe
hors-concours de l'Exposition. 

Dans la classe de concours de 
l'Exposition, 5 tableaux en mo
yenne seront mis a la disposition 
de l'exposant. Le Comite d'orga 
nisation de l 'Exposition elargira 
la quantite des tableaux de l'Ex-

. position aux collections renfer
mant un materiel philatelique 
fort representatif. 

La capitale de la R. P. de Bul
garie - Sofia es t la nouvelle 
adresse de l'Exposition Mondiale 
Philatelique "SOFIA 1969". 

Sofia est une des grandes et 
plus belles villes des Balkans et 
de l'Europe de l'Est, elle compte 
environ 1 million d'habitants. La 
richesse de sa verdure et la pro
ximite de la montagne Vitoscha, 
qui s'eleve a plus de 2.000 m. d'al
titude, et dont les versants meme 
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slopes of · which touch the out
skirts of Sofia, lend both a' r.:harm 
to the town and a mild and ever
fresh climate. Being situated at 
550 m . above sea level, its <:empe
rature varies between 20-25° 
Centigrade in the daytime. 

Perhaps yon would like to 
bring the collection yourself? 
You may rest assured that as a 
tourist country Bulgaria has the 
best to offer to the guests coming 
from abroad. 

The collection sent through 
your Commissioner or brought 
personally by you is not to be 
charged with any duty. 

No entry visa is wanted for 
visiting Bulgaria and any curren
cy can be easily changed into 
leva and vice versa. 

Sofia is well-known as a gar
den-city which is kept clean per
fectly. 

In Sofia you cc;n lodge at hotels 
ranging from the most modern to 
tourist ones . 

It takes you only 50 minutes 
by air from Sofia to the sunny 
Black Sea coast with renowned 
in the whole of Europe sea re
sorts - Golden Sands, Sunny 
Beach and others, where you can 
spend a couple of unforgettable 
days sunbathing at the vast 
beaches and enjoying the super
luxury hotels. 

touchent aux· derniers quartiers 
de la ville, ce qui confere a la 
ville de Sofia un charme singulier 
et cree un doux et agTeable 
climat, auquel contribuent les 550 
m. d'altitude dont est situee la 
ville, tandis que la temperature 
de la journee esL de 20 a 25°. 

Peut-etre voudriez-vous appor
ter vous-meme votre collection a 
!'Exposition. Permettez-nous de 
vous assurer, que la Bulgarie, 
tout en etant un pays touristique, 
a cree des conditions excellentes 
aux etrangers hates. 

La collection qui sera envoyee 
par l'intermediaire du Commis
saire ou apportee par vous-meme, 
est dispensee de tous droits 
douaniers. 

En Bulgarie, l'entree est sans 
visas, le change de devises en 
levas ou vice-versa est libre. 

Sofia est nommee "VILLE
JARDIN", dont la proprete et 
1' entretien sont modeles . 

Vous pourrez vous installer a 
Sofia dans des hotels modernes 
de la plus haute categorie, ainsi 
que dans des hotels de classe tou
ristique. 

Partant de Sofia, vous pourrez 
atteindre en 5J minutes de vol 
par avian la Ci'lte d' Azur de la 
Mer Noire, celebre dans toute 
l'Europe par ses villegiatures 
maritimes comme "Zlatni Piassat
zi" - (Sables d'Or), "Slantchev 
Briag" - (Cote du Soleil), etc., 
ou dans des hotels Super-Luxe, 
au milieu du beau soleil, de vas
tes plages et la Mer, vous pour
rez passer q uelques journees 
i nou blia bles. 
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The Show is to take place at 
the endof May ·and the beginni11g 
of . June-just tlle season when 
roses are in blossom. The gues ts 
will enjoy the beautiful gardens 
and lanes of sweet-smelling roses, 
which make Bulgaria famous all 
over the world as , The La11d of 
Roses". 

Special Sets to be Issued 

The Organisation Committee of 
, Sofia 1969" has contracted with 
the Ministry of Communications 
the issue of 5 sets to be put into 
circulation consecutively, starting 
from October 1968 to the opening 
day of the Show-the end of May 
1969. 

La periode du deroulement" de 
l'ExpGsition - fin Mai, commen
cement de Juin, est le temps de 
la cueillette des roses. Les v isi
teurs de l'Exposition pou;Tont 
alors admirer Jes allees et ljeaux 
jardins de roses embaumees, qui 
ont donne a la Bulgarie, et non 
sans raison, le nom du "PAYS 
DES ROSES" . 

Des. series originales. des,tinees 
a I' Exposition 

Le Comite d'organisation de 
"SOFIA 1969" s'est mis d'accord 
avec le Ministere des Communi
cations en Bulgarie, sut la ques
t ion de la publication de 5 series 
de timbres-poste qui seront tirees 
successivement a partir du mois 
d'octobre 1968, jusqu'au jour de 
l'ouverture de l'Exposit ion - fin 
du mois de mai 1969. 

<<PHILATELISTS STORES>> 
Ex. M. HAGOPIAN 

R.C. 120267 Le Ca ire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

VENTE - ACHAT - ECHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PA YS 

et varietes 

16, RUE ABDEL KHALEK SAROIT - LE CAIRE 

ler etage, bureau No. 9 



IMP.ERFORATE AND PART -PERFORATED 
IN EGYPTIAN PHILATELY 

By 

PETER A. S. SMITH 

(A re vised version of an essay that origin ally appeared tn the Quarterly 
Circular of the E gypt Study Circl e) 

Although there have been no distinct issues of imperforate stamps 
in E gypt (barring miniature sheet souvenirs ), n early all issues have 
one or more examples in imperforate condition, from one provenance 
or another. Some are listed in the catalogues, some are not. Several 
questions come to mind: (1) how can imperforate or partly perforated 
stamps be safely distinguished from trimmed copies that w ere originally 
perforated? (2) which w ere true errors ? (i. e., sold over the post office 
counter normally) ; (3) which have the status of proofs, r emainders , or 
printer 's waste ? ( 4) are any of them clandestine productions, and if so, 
which ? 

Both the Scott and Gibbons catalogues list imperforate stamps as 
singles through the 1879 (De La Rue) issue, but beginning with the 
1923-4 King Fuad issue, imperforate stamps are listed in pairs only. 
(Actually, Scott lists the 1879 imperforate varieties, but Gibbons does 
not.) On the other hand, in both catalogues, partly p erforated stamps 
are listed only as pairs, r egardless of the period. What is the r eason 
for this inconsistency ? One can easily understand that pairs allow the 
unequivocal identification of an imperforate or partly perforated variety, 
but it is hard to understand why the necessity should be differ ent for 
stamps devoid of perforations on all four sides on the one hand , and 
on two opposite sides on the other . 

DDDDD 
Fig. l : 'The first stro ke of a li ne-perforating machine. 

The general r eason for the desirability of accepting only pairs as 
unequivocal examples of a missing row or rows of perforations is tha t 
certain stamps are perforated one line at the time (Fig . 1) , often by hand, 
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in such a way that there is a considerable variation in the width from 
row to row. In extreme cases, a stamp may be so wide (or tall ) as to 
show portions of adjoining stamps on opposite side . .Such stamps would 
still show very large margins if the perforations were trimmed off with 
a knife or scissors, and might appear to be a convincing perforation 
error.. Although this situation can occur with line-perforated stamps, 
comb-perforated stamps (Fig. 3) have an invariant distance between 
the perforations in one direction. In the direction of advance of the 
comb, the distance between rows of perforations is also usually in
variant, although maladjustment of the machinery, resulting in slipping, 
can in quite exceptional circumstances lead to an abnormally long stamp 
in that direction. Stamps perforated with a multi-line (or harrow) 
machine (Fig . 2) also show a fixed, invariant distance in both directions. 
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Fig. 2: The first stroke of a multi -line perforator. 

• 

• 

• 

The foregoing considerations lead to the conclusion that only line
perforated stamps are espec ially susceptible to conversion in to fak ed 
imperforated by trimming, and that it is these stamps whose imperfo
rate varieties should be collected in pairs. Among Egyptian stamps, it 
is the issues before 1879 that were line-perforated ; thereafter, comb 
perforation was generally used (the 1884-88 postage due stamps are an 
exception). The Scott and Gibbons catalogues, however, have chosen 
exactly the opposite course of action, and list only the line-perforated 
stamps as imperforate singles ! A comb-perforated stamp, which can
not be converted by trimming into an imperforate variety with proper 
dimensions, should give us no worry about the possibility of faked 
imperforate singles, yet it is precisely these issues that the catalogues 
require to be in imperforate pairs ! In view of this confused and illogical 
state of affairs, it is \Nor th while to examine the actual spacing of the 
perforations on the early issues of Egypt, those that were perforated 
on line machines. 
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Fig. 3 : The first stroke of a comb perforator. 
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A line machine need not necessarily produce stamps of widely 
varying dimensions. A mechanical system of advancing the sheet 
exactly one row at a time can lead to very even dimensions, as can 
the hand of a good operator. The First Issue of Egyp t shows moderate
ly constant distances between lines of perforations, although there is 
some easily variation. The Second Issue generally shows quite constan t 
dimensions. The Third Issue, however, was as miserably perforated 
as it was poorly printed, and very ~arge differences in dimensions can 
be found (the "fat " stamps tend to disappear, however ; they are too 
tempting to the fak er!) . The postage due stamps, which were also 
line-perforated through 1888, have fairly constant dimensions. The 
important question is : can any dimensional limits be set that will allow 
an imperforate (or partly perforated) single stamp to be recognized as 
legitimate w ith a high degree of certainty ? I think the answer is "yes" 
for the F irst and Second Issues, but "doubtful" for the Third Issue. 
Let us look at the available evidence. 

Examinat ion of the normally perforated stamps of these issues in 
my collection (a few hundreds) discloses these extreme limits (measur
ed from base to base of the perforation holes) : 
First Issue : 19 to 20 mm. wide by 22 to 24 mm . tall (nearly all under 

23 mm.). 
Second Issue : 21:} to 25! wide by 20 to 20:} mm. tall. 
Third Issue : up to 28 mm. wide by 22 mm. tall. 

These dimensions at their upper limits are in every case as large 
as or larger than the distan ce from the midpoint between the stamps 
on one side to the midpoint on the other side ; thus for none of the first 
three issues can a stamp with margins exactly half the width between 
s tamps be accepted with absolute cer tainty as imperforate. Stamps 
exceeding the maximum limits listed above would seem to be properly 
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acceptable as legitimate examples of imperforate or part-perforate 
varieties (there may, of course, exist even "fatter" perforated stamps 
than I have recorded, but they must be rare). The limits in the case 
of the Third Issue are so large-as to exclude virtually all imperforate 
singles tha t I have ever seen, and cou ld allow a portion of the adjoin
ing stamps to be seen on all fou r sides (see Fig. 4 for an example of a 
"fat" stamp). One fares better with the First Issue, and the Royal 
Philatelic Society has issued cer tificates for stamps of slightly smaller 
dimensions than the maximum limits above. (It is interesting that in 
one case, an imperforate copy of the 10 p.t. was certified , but the state
ment "of proof status" was included ; one ·wonders on what authority 
that pronouncement can be made for examples on watermarked paper.) 
It is perhaps all righ t to accept examples with slightly less than the 
limits listed, for "fat " stamps are really very uncommon (I would 
estimate much less than 1 o/o), and even then are usually "fat" in only 
one dimension. The situat ion with t he Second Issue is e·ven better, for 
the distance between perforations rarely varies much (and then usually 
on the short side), so that a stamp with margins of half the width of 
t he unprinted space between the stamps can fa irly safely be taken as 
a true imperforate variety (even though certainty cannot be absolute). 

Fig. 4. 

To summarize, for my personal purposes, I accept for my collection 
t he following minimum limits of dimension for imperforate stamps : 
F irst Issue: over 20 mm. wide ; over 23 mm. ta ll. 
Second Issue :over 2 5~- mm. wide; over 21 mm. tall. 
Third Issue: over 27 mm . wide; over 22 mm . ta ll. 

These limits I apply equally to imperforate and partly perforated 
varieties. I realize that it is possible in certa in extreme cases fo r an 
item accepted by these criteria to have been made by trimming, but I 
think that the requisite starting material would be so rare as to make 
the risk negligibly small. Perhaps, however , not everyone will share 
this view. 

Before going on to the later issues, it migh t be inter sting to record 
some information about exactly what sort of material is known. I draw 
my information from what I have in my collection, what I have seen 
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in the collections of others, and what has been r eliably reported, such 
as in auction catalogues for the sale of important collections of Egypt . 

FiTst Issue : Multiples (pairs or larger pieces) exist for all values 
imperforate. Some quite large blocks are known of the lower values, 
but I know of nothing larger than a strip of three of the 5 p.t . imper
forate, and a pair of the 10 p.t. imperforate . Examples of such multiples 
ar e rare, of course, but some are illustrated in the catalogues of the 
Byam sale and the sa le of the Palace Collections . Partly perforated 
varieties are known in pairs, strips, and blocks ; several are illustra ted 
in the sa le catalogues m en tioned. In addition to t hese, I have a 5 para 
perforated horizontally and imperforate vertically; the width is 21i mm,. 
which I believe is more than enough to substantiate the legitimacy of 
t he variety. I have the 10 para in a similar sta te, width 21 mm. The 
2 p.t. and 10 p.t. imperforate vertically with widths of 20~- mm. would 
also seem to qualify, although as previously mentioned, the Expert 
Committee of th e Royal Philatelic Society declined to endorse the 10 p.t. 
Another 2 p.t. in this condition was sold as lot 23 at the Robson Lowe 
sa le of January 23, 1968. I t -vvas described as '·with BPA Certifica te , 
1956", and appeared from the illustration to have margins sufficient to 
make a width of 21 mm. It realized £14-k, against an estimate of £9. 
These facts establish that there is a strong market for partly perforated 
singles, and that certificates can be obtained for them. Should this 
not justify listing in the catalogues? A fully imperfora te 10 p .t. with 
dimensions 20~- X 23:} mm. has a Roya l certif icate, although it is no 
wider than the partly perforated example that w as turned down. The 
R. P. S. Expert Committee has also certified an imperforate example 
of the error, 10 p.t. overprint on 5 p.t. , of virtually the same dimensions. 

Horizontally imperforat e examples of the First Issue seem to be 
much rarer than the vertically imperfora te and I do no t recall having 
seen any example. Moens in his classic "L es Timbres d 'Egypte et du 
Canal de Suez" states that he had seen all values in this condition 
except the 20 para, of whi ch he had, however , a reliable report. Per
b aps the reason for the difference in scarcity has to do with the fac t 
that th e sheets were 20 stamps wide, and only 10 sta mps high. 

Second I ssue: The 5 para I have seen imperforate horizontally, 
with a sufficiently wide margin at top as to indicate a imperforate 
sheet m argin ; a horizontal pair imperforate between is illustrated in 
Zeheri (p. 34). I know of no fully imperfora te multiple, and have not 
seen an imperforate single of legitimate dimensions. The 1 p.t. , on the 
other hand, can be found in imperforate blocks. The few that I have 
been able to examine are on paper bearing the proper impressed 
"watermark", but the impression is ·weaker than that seen on most per
for·ated stamps (this may only mean that but one sheet was issued in 
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imperfora te condition , and it happened to be one with a weak im
pression) . I have seen the 10 para li lac as an apparently imperforate 
single only , but the margins were no t large, and I am uncer tain of its 
legitimacy. On the other hand, I have seen a s ingle of the 1 p.t. im
perforate horizontally, w ith very large ma rgins, such that I feel su re 
it is legitimate. The 20 para and 1 p.t. are particular ly frequently 
encountered imperforate and printed on both sides (printer 's waste) . 
Such it ems, of course, were not actually issued, an d shou ld not be 
accorded the same catalogue recogni tion as ordinar y stamps . The 1 p. t. 
is also found imperforate on unwatermarked paper ; this is a proof. 

The 2 p.t. imperforate is even known in a full sheet , a lthough 
smaller pieces seem to be very scarce . I have a horizontal pair im
perforate ver tically, cancelled at Tan ta with Type III date stamp. 
Partly perforated examples of this stamp without waterm ark are also 
known ; they a re presumably of proof status. 

Of the 1869 va lu es, I kno-vv only of a single of the 20 para, im
perforate at top and bottom , 22~- mm . ta ll , fa r more than the min imum 
to establish legitimacy. Pairs shou ld exist, and it would be in teres ting 
to hea r of them. 

Fig 5. 
a) Pair imperforate vertically . b ) Pair imperforate b e tween. 

Third I ss11e: Although impelforate singles of all values of this 
issue are listed in the major catalogues with rather modest prices, and 
although examples of them are by no means rare, I bave never even 
heard of a fu lly imperforate pair ! If any reader can report one, it 
would be most interesting news. One migb t be tempted to conclude 
t hat there were no legitima te imperforates, and tbat the many existing 
examples are all tbe r e ult of the t rimmer 's band. The Albani & Zeitoun 
cata logue, in fact, expresses a serious doubt abou t th e leg itimacy of all 
imperforates bu t those of the 1 p. t. My own conclusion is not quite 
so pessimistic, fo r tbe following reasons. Pairs imperforate between 
(and thus perforate otherwise all round ; F ig . 5b) are known of the 
20 para (1872 and 1874) and the 1 p. t. (1875), and the 5 para (1875) 
is known in a vertical pa ir imperforate horizontally . If . one or more 
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parallel rows of perforations could be accidentally omitted, then several 
perpendicular rows might also have been omitted in some instances" 
producing a few imperforate stamps in a sheet containing mostly per
forate stamps (no posit ive evidence for this hypothesis is known to 
me, howover). More convincingly, I have examples of imperforate 
singles of the 1 p .t. (1875) used on piece or on cover (Figs. 6, 7) in 
such a way that it is vir tually certain that the original user had to cut 
the stamps from the sheet with scissors or a kn ife. The validi ty of 
such evidence obviously depends on the ce1tainty t hat the cover is 
genuine, and the stamp must be properly tied to the cover in such a 
way as to prevent the possibility of substituting a tr immed stamp for 
the one originally used ; the items shown in l<.., igs . 6 and 7 appear to 
me to be completely genuine, even though the stamps are not as nicely 
tied as one would li ke. One of them had dimensions 28 X 21 mm., the 
other 26~- X 21 mm. F inally, I have some very large used singles, with 
dimensions 27.§- X 25 , 28 X 21 and 27 X 23 mm . ; the ink of the cancel
lation appears to run over the imperforate edge in some cases. A ve1·y 
large 2! p.t. overprinted 10 para imperforate is illustrated in Zeheri 
(p. 56). 

Fig 6. 

1 
·J 
I 

There are in addition examples of Third Issue stamps with one 
row of perforations missing at the edge of the sheet, leaving the stamp 
imperforate at the sh eet margin. The 5 para (1875) and the 2! p.t. 
(1874) are known in this condition. Although such stamps would make 
convincing imperforates if trimm ed, t hey are valuable varieties in their 
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(own right (and are listed in Zeheri as such). An example of the 2:} p.t. 
was sold at the auction of the Abbott collection in London in June, 1968, 
,for £16 (the auctioneer's estimate was £ 10). 

Fig 7. 

The 1879 provisional surcharges are occasionally seen imperforate ; 
I have exa mples measuring 28 X 20 and 26-k X 20-k mm. (not as fat as 
the on e illustrated in Zeheri ), but I am not sure of their legitimacy. 
I also have a s ingle imperforate vertically, 26-k mm. wide, which may 
be legitlmate. Examples imperforate between the stamp and sheet 
margin are also known. 

Postage Due Stamps: The dimension s of perforated copies of the 
1884-1888 postage dues va ry in the range 24-25 mm. wide X 20-22 mm. 
high ; for comparison, the dimensions of an imperforate stamp with 
margins exactly half the width of the space between the stamps would 
be 25 X 2H mm . An imperforate single would thus have to be cut so 
as to have more than such dimensions in order to be outside the prob
able limi ts of trimmed stamps . 

Gibbons lists only the 2 mill. of 1888 fu lly imperforate, and prices 
it min t and used (as pairs) ; the Scott catalogue lists none. Zeheri 
lists only the 10 para of 1884. A three-way disagreement of this sort 
is hardly a satisfa ctorily situation ! I can confirm the Zeheri listing, 
in that I have a horizonta l imperforate pair of t he 10 para on paper 
with the proper impressed watermark. The 2 mill. imperforate I have 
in a corner block of six, and the Byam collection con ta ined an im
perforate single of dimensions 25 X 21 mm ., used. I also have a hori
zontal imperforate pair used (genuine postal cancellation). It thus 
seems that both stamps should be listed in all catalogues. However, 
there are also imperforate proofs in the issued colors of the 1888 issue. 
The shades are a little differen t from those usually seen on the per
forated stamps, but so lit tle that it migh t not be possible to make an 
unequivocal distinction. I know of the 5 mill and the 1 and 2 p.t. in 
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this state, but not the 5 p.t. (proofs are also known in other color·s, bu t 
tl1at is a differen t subject). 

Several values of the postage dues are listed imperforate in one 
direction. Scott lists the 10 para and 2 p.t. of 1884, the 10 and 20 para 
of 1886, and the 5 p.t. of 1888. Gibbons is more conservative, and lists 
only two : the 1 p.t. of 1886 and the 2 mill of 1888, neither of which 
is listed by Scott ! Zeheri lists t he 10 para of 1884, all values of the 
1886 issue, and the 2 mill. , 1 and 5 p .t. of 1888. Once again we have 
chaos among three highly reputed sources . I can confirm the 1 p.t. of 
1886, which I have in horizontal pairs, one mint, one posta lly used at 
vVasta. In each case, only the row of perforations between the two 
stamps is miss ing ; t he outer ver tica l perforations are present (see 
l<'ig. 5b). I can also confirm the 1 p.t. of 1888. which I have in a hori
zontal pair imperforate vert ically (all rows, see Fig . .Sa), used at Port 
Sa id. In view of this ev idence su pporting Zeheri, I am inclined to 
accept the entire Zeheri listing, rather than Gibbons or Scott. Can 
anyone confirm the other controversial examples ? 

The 1879 issue, printed by Thomas De La Rue & Co., is listed by 
Scott and Zeheri w ith imperforate varieties for the original seven 
values (actually, six values, but including both the mauve and lilac
rose col01·s of the 10 para). They are stated in Zeheri to be proofs, and 
are priced only as a set, but Scott gives them issued status as "a" 
varieties. Gibbons does not list them at all. These varieties do exist, 
and their origin is disclosed by the De La Rue r ecords ("The De La 
Rue History of British and Foreign Postage Stamps", by John Easton, 
Faber & Faber, London, 1958), which reveal that .. an impress ion from 
each of tl1e six printing plates" was sent to Egypt on January 2, J 879. 
it has elsewhere been stated that there were actually only thirty exam
ples of the imperforates prepared . Perhaps this is so, but the fact that 
the printing plates were for 240 stamps (four panes of 60) argues against 
it. In any event, these imperforates are extraordinarily scarce. Pairs 
exist (ex Ceysens collection), and the By am collection contained a set 
with sheet margins. Since this issue was perforated with a comb 
machine, an imperforate single can be accepted with confidence if the 
margins are as much as half the width between the stamps. 

Although impedorates do not appear on the scene again in the 
catalogues until the 1914 issue, the 1 mill. brown of 1888 apparently 
exists imperforate; a block of four, on properly watermarked paper, 
was illustrated in ''L'Orient Philatelique" for July, 1947. Perhaps it 
is just an oversight that this variety is omitted from Zeheri, unless 
there is undisclosed evidence that it is only a proof.(') 

(1) This block proved. to be a fake, fabTica.terl with rn·uch skiiZ. 
Editor 
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All values of the 1914 issue are known imperforate on unwater
marked as w ell as on watermarked paper. The former are unquestion
ably proofs, and are so listed by Zeheri. The watermarked imperforates, 
which are considerably scarcer, are probably a lso proofs (I llave n ever 
heard of used examples), but Zeheri lists them with the issued varieties. 
~cott and Gibbons merely note the existence of th e imperforates by 
m eans of footnotes. Tl1e 5 mill. with watermark sideways (for u se in 
blooklet panes) in imperforate condition appears to be known only -vvith 
the handstamped overprint ''SPECIME " . 

The 1921-2 Harrison printings on multiple crescent and star paper 
are a lso known imperforate (2 m. green, 3 m., 5 m. carmine, 10 m. blue, 
15 m. (both), 20 m., and 50 m .), but they ar e far scarcer than th e rela
tively common 1914 imperforates. Zeheri lists them with the ordinary 
stamps, but, strangely, Gibbons and Scott do n ot even accord th em a 
footnote. Gibbons, however, lists two values as "imperf. between 
(pair)" (2 m . green, 5 m. lake), although neither Scott nor Zeheri lists 
t hese varieties. In actual fact, the 3 m. orange, the 10 m . blue, and 
the 50 cm. are also known in this condition. Three examples were illus
trated in the Robson Lowe auction catalogue of April 21, 1965 ; they 
are now in the appreciative hands of George Houston, of Austra lia. 
The 3, 10, and 50 m. are vertical pairs, the 5 m. horizontal, each pair 
perforated on all four sides, as Fig. 5b. Their existence is surprising, 
in view of the fact that these issues have always been held to have 
been perforated on a comb machine. A comparison of Fig. 3 with 
Fig. 5b demonstrates the problem. If one rules out such unlikely 
possibilities as that they might be fraudulently p erforated proofs, I can 
think of only two possibilities : a sheet incompletely perforated by the 
comb machine (owing to a breakdown) might have been finished off 
later with a line mach ine, or the comb machine might at one time have 
been damaged so as to lose one of its several lines of teeth. 

The 1923-4 King Fuad series carries on the discrepancies among 
the catalogues. Gibbons lists only the 5 m. imperforate, and prices it 
as a pair, notwithstanding the fact that this issue, too, was perforated 
on a comb machine, which fact should allow imperforate singles to be 
recognized with certainty. Scott lists four values : 5 m. , 15 m. , 200 m., 
and L.E. 1. Zeheri lists the 3 m ., 5 m. , 200 m., and L.E. 1, but omits 
the 15 m. What is the poor collector to tllin k '? I have actually seen 
the 5 m., 200 m., and L.E. 1. The 15 m . essay with the large Arabic "5" 
(unaccepted type) is easily mistaken for an imperforate example of the 
issued stamp (for example, see lo t 134 of the Robson Lowe sale of 
Jan. 23, 1968), and may be the erroneou s source of the Scott listing. I 
suspect that all the imperforates of this issue are actually proofs. 
Zeheri distinguishes between imperforate proofs of the 5 m., having 
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t l1 e watermark upright or inYerted, and issued stamps, having .t .he 
watermark upright or inverted, and issued stamps, l1aving the wa,ter
mark sideways (as have the perforated stamps), but I do not know 
the authority on which th is disti nction is made. 

The 5 m. and 10 m. of the 1925 Geograph ical Congress set are 
listed in imperforate condition by Zeheri as issued s tamps, but Gibbons 
and Scott ignore these varieties. They are quite poss ibly also of proof 
status. A similar situation exists with the 1926 Agricultural and Indus
trial Exhibition set, all values of which but the 10 m. are known im
perforate. (At this point it is proper to interject that I am concerned in 
this article with imperforate stamps on ordinary paper , and my remarks 
arc not meant to apply to th e "Royal" imperfo rate proofs on ligh t card 
bearing the legend "cancelled" on the back. These, of course, ex_ist for 
all issues from this time to th e end of the Faro u k regime, barring 
the overprints.) 

From 1925 on , n either Gibbons nor Scott lists any imperforate 
varieties (barring the imperforate souvenir sheets), a lth ough such va
rieties exist. I h ave seen the 5 m. of the 1927 portrait issue in an 
imperforate pair on watermarked paper ; the impression was rath er 
pale, which suggests that such stamps might l1ave been r ejects (i.e ., 
printer's waste), but that is only conjecture. 

Zeheri lists a considerabl e nurnber of th e Farouk definitives in 
imperforate condition, on normal watermarked paper. They are by no 
means rare, and turn up on the market regularly. They are presumably 
rejected by th e general catalogues because of the probability, if not the 
certainty, that they are proofs. However, the "brown cen ter" varieties 
of the 1929 Prince's Birthday set are listed in the Scott cata logue, even 
though the notation is appended "Nos. 155a to 158a are trial color proofs" 
(there is serious question about this statement, fo r commercially used 
copies have been reported), and Gibbons lists these stamps with the 
statement that they are from "special printings'' ; these catalogues are 
thus not fully consistent in omitting imperforates because they might 
be proofs. 

Many of the commemorative stamps of the Farouk regime and on 
into the U.A.R. period can be found imperforate; again, only Zeheri 
lists them. Some of them may have originated from the Palace collec
tions. I have been told that the more recen t issu es in imperforate 
condition are clandestine productions, and it is perhaps significant that 
no prices for them are given in Zeheri . These imperforates have been 
appearing on the market quietly and unannounced , and there is no 
r eport that any of them was a true discovery in stocks available for 
sale over the counter. Some of the U.A.R. ordinary issues also appear 
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imperforate under the same conditions. Perhaps a reader who knows 
something of their origin will enligllten us further. 

F inally, there are a few partly perforated modem issues. The large 
King Fuad Birthday 50 p .t. stamp, and its subsequen t issue with sur
charge, is known imperforate at one marginal end. Most, if no t all, of 
the examples are used. and th ey are quite rare. It should be noted 
that the unusual size of these stamps caused a perforating problem, 
as shown by the varieties with two differen t gauges on the s::1 me side. 
These partly perforated varie ties must surely be accepted as true 
errors. regularly issued . 

Zeheri lists the 10 m. of 1953 as imperforate vertie::1 lly, and the 
1 m . and 2 m. of 1955 imperforate at right side only; the 3 m . and 4 m. 
of 1958 ai:e listed imperforate at left on ly . These va ri eties presumably 
come from the outer rows of sheets that had been placed incorrectly 
in the perforating mach ine, so that the final cut of the comb to produce 
the outermost line of perforations (and the cross-rows in the sheet 
margin) did not take place. They are presumably quite legit imate 
varieties, rather than proofs, but I have not h eard the sto ry of thei1· 
discovery. It ·would be most interesting to see the pair "imperforate 
between vertically", so as to know if all vertical perforations are miss
ing, as in Fig. 5a, or just the center one, as in Fig. 5b . Has any reader 
seen an example of the va ri ety'? 

UNR1ECORDED VARIETIES 

A complete slwet of 100 mint stamps of tbe 1 m., brigl1t blue
green , of the 1957-58 dC?finitive issue (Zeheri No. 238, wmk XVI 
and Stanley Gibbons No . 577 \vmk 158) has been discovered with the 
watermark inverted, by Mr. J ean Ptemitis, :member No. 3556. This 
va riety should be No. 238.a in Zeheri. 

60 mint copies of the 5 m. , black, of tbe 1959-()0 definitive issue 
(Zeheri No. 255. wmk XXIV and Stanley Gibbons No. 632, wmk 190) 
have been also found with the watermark inverted by Dr. Sava Michel, 
member No. 1473. Tbis variety should take its place in Zcheri under 
No. 255 a. 

In order to form a general opinion about the scarcity of these two 
varieties, readers are kindly requested to inform tbe editor of any other 
.mint or used copies they might have come across. 



NEW ISSUES 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS 

ARAB VETERINARY CONGRESS 

Dat€· of issue : May 4, 1968. 

Design and 

Denomination: 20 mills. "An Arabesque 

ornament - three cows , a 
person giving them m2-

dicine". 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

42 X 25 mms. 

11,5. 

50 stamps (5 X 10) 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Org-:x

nisation Printing House" . 

Date of issue and ~-=;·ial 

number. 

2,000,000 stamps. 
The first Veterinary Congress was held 

in Cairo in 1960 and the eighth was held 
on May 4, 1S·68 under the patronage of 
the Egyptian Veterinary Association. 

All Arab States were invited to partici
pate in this year·~ congress. 

The Arab Veterinary Union is one of 
the results of these meetings. 

"EVANGELIST SAINT MARK" 

Date of issue : June 25, 1968. 
Design and 

Denomination: 80 mills. "The new build
ing of the cathedral and 
at left is the photo of 
Saint Mark". 

Dimension 
Perforation 

61 X 28 mm. 
11,5. 

NOUVEAUTES 
TIMBRES COMMEMORA TIFS 

Berne CONGRES VE.TERINAIRE ARABE 

Date d'emission: 4 Mai 1968. 
Valeur 20 mills. 

Dessin 

Format 

Denteluro 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

Un ornement arabesque, 
trois vaches et une per
sonne leur donnan! du 

medicament. 
42 X 25 mms. 

!1,5. 
50 timbres (5 X 10). 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par les Im
primeries de l'Organis-

me des Pastes. 
No. de Contr6le: Date d'impression et nu-

Tirage 

mero d.'ordre. 
2.000.000 de timbres. 

Le premier Congres Arabe V eterinaire 

s'est reuni au Cmre en 1S60 et le huitie
me Congres eut lieu le 4 mai l 968 sous 
les auspices de l'Association Veterinaire 

Egyptienne. 
Tous les Etats Arabes furent invites a 

participer a ce huitieme Congres . 
Ces reunions ont donne lieu a la crea

tion de !'Union de s V eterinaires Arabes. 

L'EVANGELISTE ST. MARC 

Date d' emission : 25 j uin 1968. 
Valeur 80 mills. 

Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 

L'ic6ne de St. Marc et 
!e batiment de la nou
velle Cathedra1e portant 

son nom. 
61 X 28 mms . 
11,5. 
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Sheet 
Watermark 
Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

On July 

50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Multiple Eagle. 
Rotogravure ''Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" . 

Date of issue and serial 
n umber. 

600,000 stamps. 
24, I 965, President Gamal 

Abd El Nasser layed the corner stone of 
the new building of the Cathedral which 
immortalises the martyrdom of saint 

Mark. 
Saint Mark was from an African or igi n 

and was the first w ho established the 
Christian Church in Egypt and preached 
the Christianity in Africa. He was put 
to death for his bel ief in the year 68 A.D. 

The new establishment of the cathedral 
which carries his name was inaugu

rated on June 25, 1968. 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

Date of issue: Ju ly 1, 1968. 
Denomination 
and Design : 20 and 60 Mills "the sym-

Dimension 

Perforation 
Shee( 

Watermark 
Prin ting . 

Control No. 

Quanti ty 

bol of human rights". 

25 X 42 mm. 

11,5. 
50 Stamp (10 X 5) 

Mult iple Eagle. 
Rotogravure "Postal Orga-
nisat ion Printing House". 

Date of. issue and serial 
number. 

I ,000,000 stamps (20 mills) 

600,000 stamps (60 mills). 

Feuille 
Filigrane· 
Impression 

50 timbres (5 X 10). 
A~gle repete. 

Rotogravure par les Im-
primeries de l'Organis

me des Posies . 
No. de Contr6le : Date d'impression et nu

rr.ero d'ordre. 
Tirag e 600.000 timbres. 

Le 24 juillet 1965, le President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser a pose la premiere pierre 
du nouveau batiment de la Cathedrale 
de Saint Marc, pour commemorer le mar
tyre de eel Ap6tre. 

D'origine africaine, Saint Marc est le 
premier fondateur de l'Eglise Egyptienne . 
Il precha le Christianisme en Afrique. 11 
!ut martyrise l'annee 68 apres J. C. 

L'inauguration dG la nouvelle Cath e

drale portant son nom eut lieu le 25 
juin 1968. 

AN NEE INTERN A TIONALE DES DROITS 
DE L'HOMME 

Date d.' emission: !er Juillet 1968. 
Valeur et 

dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 

20 et 60 m. "Embleme 
de l'Annee internationa
!e des droits de l'hom
hcme" . 

25 X 42 mm. 
; 1,5. 
50 timbres (5 X 10). 

Filigrane Ai gle repete. 
No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et nu

mere d'ordre. 
Tirage (L.O m.) I 000 000 de tim-

bres. 
(60 m.) 600 .000 timbres. 
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On December 10, 1948, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations adopted 
and proclaim:d _the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. 

The first article is : "All human 

beings are born free and equal in dig
n ity and rig hts . They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of brother
hood. " 

The Postal Organisation has released this 

set to commemorate this occasion. 

16th ANN. OF REVOLUTION 

Date of issue: July, 23, 1968. 
Denomination : 20 Milis. 
Design "A book opened, a spike 

and the symbol of science 
and that of victory and 
the result of votes on the 
statement of March 30, 
I ~68. 

Dimension 

Perforation 
Sheet 
W'atermark 
Control No. 

Printing 

Q uanti ty 

40 X 40 mm. 
11,5. 
35 Stamps (5 X 7). 
Multiple eagle. 
Date of issue and serial 
number. 

Rotogravure "'Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 
2,0CU,OOO stamps . 

MINIATURE SHEET 

Denomination: 100 mills. 
Design Depicts the masses of the 

working people. 
Quantity 100,000 sheets. 

Le 10 decembre 1948, I' Assemblee ge-
nerale des Natio'1s Unies a adopte et 

p!oclame la Declaration universelle des_ 

droits de l'homme. 
C-'apres !'article premier de cette De

claration, ''Tous lef etres humains dais

sent libres et egaux en dignite et en 
droits. Ils son! doues de raison et ' de 
conscience et doivent agir les uns envers 
les autres dans un esprit de fraternite ' ' 

Saisissant cette occasion l'Organisme 

des Pastes a emis cette serie commemo
rative. 

XV!0 ANNIVERS AlRE DE LA REVOLUTION 

Date d.' emission: 23 Juillet 1968. 
Valeur et 
dess in 

Format 
Dentel utE:· 
Feuille 
f iligrane 

2(J m. "livre ouvert, un 
epi, embleme d e la 
science et symbole de 
!a vfctoire". 

40 X 40 mm. 
11,5. 
35 timbres (5 X 7). 
Aigle repete. 

No. de controle : Date d'impression et n u
mere d'ordre. 

Impression 

Tirage 

Valeur 
Dessin 

Tirage 

Rotogravure par les Im
primeries de l'Organis
me des Pastes. 
2,000,000 de timbres . 

FEUILLET 

lOO m. 

Representant !'alliance 
des forces populaires 
a ctives. 
100,000 feuillets. 
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President G amal Abdel Nasser declared 
in his speech on March, 30, 1968. 

"The historical responsibility for the 

great and glorious days in which we live 
and for which we live imposes a pro
gramme of action covering two aspects. 
The first is the mobilisation of all our 
military, economi cand ideological forces 
along our front with the enemy, for the 
liberation of our land and the achieve
ment of victory. 

The second consists of mobilising the 
masses of our people to their full capa
cities for the duties of liberation and vic
tory and for the aspirations of the stage 
following liberation and victory." 

'"or 

Le President Gamal Abdel Nasser d e
clara dons son message du 30 mars ·1 S68: 

"La responsabilite historique des jours 
critiques et glor ieux que nous vivons et 
pour lesquels nous vivons, nous impose 
un programme r:!e travail ayant deux 
aspects. 

Le premier consiste a concentrer tou
tes nos forces mi!itaires, economiques et 
intellectuelles dans le secteur de nos 
!ignes, face a l'ennemi, dons le but de 
liberer nos territoires et de remporter la 
victoire . 

Le second aspe::t consiste a mobiliser 
toutes les possibilites et tout le potentiel 
des masses populaires en vue de reali
ser la liberation et la victoire ainsi que 
les aspirations qui suivront cette libera
tion et cette victoire " . 
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20th ANNIVER.SARY OF WHO 

Date of Issue : Sept. Ist., 1968. 

Denomination: 20 Mills and 20 Mills (Two 
stamps). 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

The first stamp depicts the 
emblem of W H 0 and the 
Pharaonic doctor "Imho
tep", the second depicts 

"Avicenna" and the em

blem of WH 0 . 

42. 27 X 25.40 mm. 

I 1,5. 

50 stamps (5 X ID) and 
the two stamps in one 

sheet. 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure '·Postal Orga-
nisation Printing House". 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

One million stamps of 
each denomination . 

The World Health Organisation was 
established in I 943 as one of the special
ised agencies of United Nations Organi

sation, and it is composed of about 127 

Member-States . 
The World Health Org anisation is the 

world's a gency for international co-opera
tion in improving the physical and mental 
health of a ll. It helps nations launch co.m
paigns tu stamp out moss diseases like 
malaria and tuberculosis, co-ordinates 
efforts to prevent ihe spread of epidemics, 
trains health workers at all levels and 
promotes international medical research. 
Headquarters : Geneva. 

20eme ANNIVERSA!RE DE 
L'ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA 

SANTE 
Date d'emission. ]er septembre 1968. 
Va!eurs 20 m. et 20 m. (2 va

leurs) . 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 

Filigrane 
Impression 

Le premier timbre re
presente l'embleme de 
I'OMS et un medecin 
pharaonique "Imhotep", 

)e second timbre repre
sente ' 'Avicenne" et 
I'embleme de I'OMS . 
42,27 X 25,40 mm. 
I 1,5. 
50 timbres (5 X 10) et 
les deux timbres clans 
une seule fe u ille. 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par "Ies lm
primeries de I'Organis-

me des Pastes". 
No. de contr6Ie . Date d'impression et nu-

rnero d'ordre. 
Tirage I ,000,000 de timbres de 

chaque valeur. 
Fondee en 1948, !'Organisation Mon

diale de la Sante est une institution 
specialisee des Nations Unies et g roupe 
127 Etats. 

Son but est le realiser le meilleur ni
veau sanitaire pcssible pour tous Ies 

etres humains et cl' aider .Ies nations clans 
leurs campagnes contre les maladies 
telles que lu ntalaria et la tubcrculose 
qui atteignent les masses populaires . De 
meme, elle coordonne les efforts deplo
yes en vue de prevenir !'expansion des 
epidemies, d'entralner ]'effectif, que! que 
soit son niveau, dons le domaine sani
taire et de developper les recherches 
medicales internationales. 

Son siege principal est a Geneve . 
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FIRST TOURNAMENT OF PING-PONG 
FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES 

Date of issue : 20 September 1968. 

Denomination : 20 Mills. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheei 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Net of ping-pong, ball, 2 
rackets and the emblem 
of Alexandria. 

25,40 X 42,27 mm. 

1 1,5. 

50 Stamps (5 X 10). 

Multiple eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga-
nisation Printing House". 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity 2,000,000 stamps. 

The first tournament of ping-pong for 
the Mediterranean Countries took place 

in Alexandria from 20 to 27 September 
l S68. 

More than two hundred players repre
senting the said Countries participated 
therein. 

The first Association of ping-pong for 
the Mediterranean Countries was estab
lished in 'September 1968 where met the 
delegates of the I 7 following countries : 

France, Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Turkey, Spain, Malta, Albania, Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Lybia, Tunisia, Alge

ria, Syria, Palestine and United Arab 
Republic. 

Ier TOURNOI DE PING-PONG DES PAYS 
MEDITERRANEENS 

Date d'emission: 2G Septembre 1968. 
Valeur 20 mils. 
Dessin 

Format 

Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

filet de la table de 
pmg-pong, une balle, 2 
raquettes et l'embleme 
de la ville d'Alexan
drie . 
25,40 X 42,27 mm. 
11 ,5. 

.50 timbres (5 X 10). 
A1gle repete . 
Rotogravure par les im-
primeries de l'Organis
me des Posies. 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et nu-

Tirage 
mero d'ordre. 

2.000.000 de timbres. 
Le !er tournoi de ping-pong des Pays 

mediterraneens eut lieu a Alexandria du 

20 au 27 septembre 1968 . 
Plus de deux cents joueurs et joueuses 

representant ces pays y participerent. 
La premiere Federation de ping-pong 

des pays de cette reg ion !u t fondee . 
Dons ce but, les deleg ues des 17 pays 
suivanis se reunirent a Alexandrie en 
septembre 1968: 

France, ltalie, 
quie, Espagne, 

Liban, Maroc, 

Syrie, Palestine 
Unie. 

You goslavie, Grece, Tur
Malte, Albanie, Chypre, 

Libye, Tunisie, Algerie, 
et Republique Arabe 
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CAIRO INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
FOR INDUSTRY 

Date of Iss ue· October 20, 1968. 

Denomination . 20 Mills. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 
Sheet 

Watermark 

Emblem of the Fair and 
factories. 

42.27 X 25.40 mm. 

11,5 . 
50 stamps (5 X 10). 

Multiple Eagle. 
Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga

nisation Printing House" 
Control No. Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity 2,000,000 stamps . 

The Ca iro International Fair For Indus
try 1968 covers an area of about 20 
acres . It is situated on an island s ur
rounded by fascinating sceneries and 
first class hotels and facing the River 
Nile. 

The Fair is considered as an import
ant trade centre w here trade men, busi
ness men and government representatives 
from East and West meet tog ether to 
conclude trade transactions and increase 
the volume of trade exchang e. 

It is a u nique opportunity for both the 
old established industrialized countries 
and the emerging states to display the ir 
progress in the fields of industry and 
technology. 

FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DU CAIRE 
POUR L'INDUSTR!E 

Date d 'emission: 20 Octobre 1968 . 
Valeur 20 mills. 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Embleme de la Foire et 
des usines. 
42,27 X 25,40 mm . 
11,5. 
50 timbres (5 X 10). 
Aigle repete. 
Re. tog ravure par les !m
primeries de l'Organis

me des Posies. 
No. de Contr6le . Date d. impression et nu-

Tirag e 
mero d'ordre. 
2.000.000 de timbres. 

Au coeur d.'une !le environnee de jar
dins et d'h6 tels de premiere classe se 
dresse la Foire In te rnationale du Caire 
qui occupe une superficie de 20 hectares 
donnan! sur le Nil. Cette Ioire est un 
grand centre commercial ou se rencon
trent les commer<;ants, les hommes d'af
faires et les representants des Gouverne
ments des pays orientaux et occidentaux 
en vue d e contracter les transactions et 
de faire augmenter le vol ume de l'e
chang e commercial entre le u rs pays. 

C'est une occasion u niq ue ou tout pays, 
petit ou grand, peut etaler ses produits 
et montrer le progres q u 'i l a realise d ons 
le domaine de i'industrie et de la tech
nologie . 

• • • 

U N 'S DAY 

Date of issue : October 24, l 968. 

Denomination : 20, 30 and 55 mills. 

Design 30 mills (The emblem of 
Refugees, a mother and 
two children and the map 
of Palestine ). 20 and 55 
mills (Temples of Philre). 

JOURNEE DES · NATIONS UNES 

Date d.' emission: 24 octobre 1968. 
Valeurs 20, 30, 55 mills. 
Dessin T.;mples de Philae (20 

et 55 m.) Embleme des 
refugies, u ne mere avec 
ses deux enfants et la 
carte de Palestine (30 
m.) 
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Dimension 

Perforation 
Sheet 

Watermark 
Printing 

20 mills :61.37 X 28.18 mm. 

30 and 55 mills : 
40 X 40 mm. 
11,5. 

20 mills "50 stamps (5 X 
10)" 

30 and 55 mills: "35 
stamps (5 X 7)" 

Mul tiple Eagle. 
Rotogravure "Postal Orga-

Control No. 
nisation Printing House" . 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity 20 mills: one million 
stamps - 30 and 55 mills : 

500,000 sets . 

UN's Day Oct. 24. 1968. 

The United Nations' Day commemorated 
the date, 23 years ago, on w hich the 
United Nations Charte~ came into force. 
Starting with 51 original members, the 
United Nations has more than doubled 
in size, to its present membersh ip of 124. 

Refugees: 

Wars and other conflicts plaguing 
mankind in recent generations have forc
ed millions of persons to flee the ir home
lands, to b ecome "citizens of nowhere" 
seeking refuge in other countries. 

format 

Dentelure 
Feuille 

Filigrane 
Impression 

El ,37 X 28, 18 mm. (20 
m.) et 40 X 40 mm., 
(10, 55 mm.). 

11,5. 
50 timbres (50 X 10) 
(20 m.), - 35 timbres 
(5 X 7) (30, 55 m ) 
A1 gle repete. 
Rotogravure " lmprimerie 

de l'Organisme des Pos-
Ies de la RAU". 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 

r.umero d.'ordre. 
1.000.000 de timbres (20 

m ) 500.000 series (30, 

55 m.) . 

Journee des Nations Unies - 24 eel. 1968 

!.'Organisation des Nations Unies com
memora le 24 octobre 1 S68 son 23eme an
niversaire et la mise en vigueur d e sa 
Charte . 

Lors de sa creation, !'Organisation 
groupait 51 memb~es principaux. Par sui
te de nombreuses adhesions ulterieures, 
le nombre des pays-membres monta pour 
devenir actuellement 124. 

Les refugies 
Des guerres et des combats donnerent 

recemment naissance a de graves cala 
mites aux etres humains et a l'exode 
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Easing the plight of refugees is a 

major problem which the United Nations 

is helping to solve . 

The United Nations relief and works 

Agency (UNRW A) was established by 

the General Assembly in 1949 to help 

Arab refugees from Palestine. 

Over 1,300,000 r-ersons - refugees and 

their children in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 

and the United Arab Republic - are 

registered with UNRW A. 

The Temples of Philae. 

On this occasion the Postal Organisa

tion has released two stamps among 

this set for safeguarding the Temples of 

Philae (Anas el Wugud ) known as the 

"Pearl of Egypt". 

The island of Fhilae in the vicinity of 

the First Cataract is a granite rock co

vered with a thick layer of mud deposit

ed by the river. Its richness in ancient 

monuments has consecrated its renown. 

From the time cl heightening the Dam, 

at about two miles downstream, the is
land and its monuments disappear pe
rennially and almost completely under 
water from December to April and the 
emerge again when the sluice of the 
dam allow the waters to withdraw. 

The project of safeguarding the Tem
ples of Philae w ill begin in February, 
1969 and it is estimated to cost 12 mil
lion U.S. dollars. 

de millions d'habilants pour devenir sans 
patrie et contraints de rechercher un 
asile clans d'autras pays. 

A la tete des problemes dont s'occupe 

!'Organisation des Nations Unies est ce
lui des relugies. Elle s'efforce d'y trou
ver une solution adequate en vue d 'al
leger leurs miseres et souffrances. 

L'Assemblee Generale des Nations 
Unies crea en 1949, l'Agence des Nations 
Unies pour le Secours des Refugies 
(UNRWA) ayant pour mission de pre
senter les aides aux refugies palestiniens . 
Le nombre d es relugies inscrits aupres 
de cette Agence <>st de plus de 1.300.000 
personnes en Jordanie, Liban, Syrie et 
RAU. 

Sauvegarde des Temples de Philae 

!.'Organisme des Posies de la RAU a 
emis deux timbres consacres a la sauve
garde des Templas de Philae ou Anas 
El Wugud. Ces Temples sont denommes 
"la perle d'Egypte" grace a leur beau 
et charmant site sur !'lie de Philae. 

Situee pres de la tete de la premiere 
cataracte a une distance de 2 milles 
au-dela du Haul-Barrage, !'lie de Philae 
est un rocher de granite couvert d 'une 
couche epaisse du sediment du limon 

du Nil. 

Cette ile est pleine de monuments 
antiques tels que les temples, les sanc
tuaires et les tribunes, batis sur le rocher 
couvert du limon. 

Des sa construction, le Haul-Barrage 
d'Aswan retient !'eau du Nil qui couvre, 
par suite, cette ile du mois de decembre 
jusqu'au debut d'avril. Le visiteur ne peut 
y parvenir que sur les yoles, plus lard, 
!'eau s'abaiss~ pendant la periode allant 
de mai a decembre. 

Le projet sera mis a execution vers le 
mois de fevrier 1969. Le cout prevu est 

de 12 millions de dollars. 
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCOUTS 

MOVEMENT IN U.A.R. 

Date of issue: lst Nov., 1968. 

Denomination : 10 mills . 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Con trol No. 

Emblem of Scouts. 

25.40 X 42,27 mm . 

11,5. 

50 stamps (10 X 5) 

Multiple Ea g le . 

Rotogravure " Postal Orga-
nisation Printing House". 

Dat9 of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity 1,000,000. 

In 1918 began the Scouts Movement in 
Egypt. 

In 1922 it was recognised on the inter
national sphere end the first Egyptian 

scou ts mission took part in the second 
Conference of Scouts held in Paris. 

19th TOURNAMENT OF OLYMPIC GAMES 
IN MEXICO 

Date of issue : lst Nov., I S68. 

Denomination : 20 and 30 mills . 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Pharaonic Games. 

40 X 40 and 40 X 40 

11,5 . 

mm. 

35 stamps (7 X 5). 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotog ravure "Postal Orga
ni sation Printing House " . 

Date of issue and se~ial 
num ber. 

I ,000,000 and 500,000. 

SCeme ANNIVERSAIRE DU MOUVEMENT 
DE SCOUTiSME EGYPTIEN 

Date d'emission: ier Nov. 1968. 
Valeur 

Des sin 
Format 
Dentelure 
Feui!Je. 
Filigrane 
Impression 

10 mills . 
Embleme du Scoutisme . 
25,40 X 42,27 mm. 
11,5 . 

50 timbres (10 X 5) . 
Aigle repete . 

Rotogravure par "les 

lmprimeries de J'Orga
nisme des Pastes de la 
RAU". 

No. de conir6le : Date d'impress ion et 
r::umero d'ordre. 

Tirage l 000.000 de timbres . 
Le Mouvement de Scoutisme commenc;a 

en Egypte en 1913 et fut reconnu sur le 
plan international en I 922. La premiere 
mission des scouts representa l'Egypte a 
la 2eme Confe~enc8 des Scouts, tenue a 
Paris. 

TOURNOI DES JEUX OL YMPIQUES, 

MEXICO 1S68 
Date d'emission: ler Nov. JS68. 

Valeurs 20 et 30 mills. 
Des sin 
Forma·i: 

Dentelure; 
Feui!Je. 
Filigrano 

jeux Pharaoniques. 
40 X 40, 40 X 40 mm. 
11.5 
35 timbres (7 X 5). 
Aigle repete. 

impression Rctog ravure par " les 

lrnprimeries de l'Orga
n:sme des Pastes de la 
RAU". 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d 'ordre. 

!.000.000 et 500.000 tim
b~es. 
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The 19th Tournament of Olympic Games 

were held in Oct. 1968, in Me xico. 
Representatives oi about 119 Countries, 

inclusively the U.A .R. participated there

in. 
The nu mber of players w as about 

7,000. 

FIRST TRIP Of BOEING FLIGHT 

Date of issue : lst. November l 968 . 

Denomination : 55 mills. 

Design Map of Arab Airlines. 

Dimension 42,27 X 25,40 mm . 

Perforation 11,_5 

Shee:: 50 stamps (5 X 10) 

w ·aterrnar 1<: Multiple Eagle . 

Printing Rotogravure '·Postal Orga-

nisation Printing House " 

Control No . Date of issue and serial 

number. 

Quantity 500,000. 

On the l st November, lS63 will begin 
the first trip of Boe ing flight belonging to 
United Arab Airlines Organisation (UAA ) 
from Cairo to London passing by Rome 
and Geneva. 

Its speed is 800 Km per hour and 
carries 142 passengers . 

Les X!Xes [eux Olympiques ont eu lieu 
aMexico dons le courant d'octobre 1968 . 
Des representants de 119 pays environ,. 
y compris la RAU, participerent a ces. 

jeux. 
Le nombre des joueurs atteig nit envi

ron 7.000. 

ler VOL DE L'AVION BOEING 
DE LA COMPAGNIE UAA 

Date d'emission: ier Nov. 1968. 

Valeur 55 mills. 
Dessin 

forma:: 
Dentelunc:· 
Feuille 
Filigranc

lmpression 

Carte revesentant les 
l~gnes d'aviation arabe . 
~2.27 X 25,40 mm . 

11,5 . 
50 timbres (5 X 10) 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par "les 
Jmprimeries de l'Orga

nisme des Posies de la 
RAU" . 

No . de contr6le . Dote d'impression et 

Tirage 

r.umero d'ordre . 

500.000 timbres . 
!.'av ion Boeing de la Compag n ie d'A

viation Arabe (UAA) commencera son vol 
le !er novembre du Caire pour Londres 
en passant par Rome et Geneve : 

!l est de BOO km. de vitesse par heure 
et disponible a recevoir 142 passagers. 
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"CIF'' 
F. CIFARIELLO & Co. 

31, Rue Cherif - LE CAIRE 

Tel. 7456 1 R.C.C. 98225 

Specialiste en nouveautes du monde entier 

GRAND CHOlX DE SERIES ANCIENNES 

ET MODERNES DE TOUS PAYS 

ACHATS - VENTES - ECHANGES 

Stock permanent de tout materiel philatelique 

Albums - Classeurs - Catalogues - Charnieres, etc. 



SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES 

ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE 
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE 

• The experience and expertise of fifty years of selling at auction. 
• Specialist Describing. 
• Fully-illustrated (often in colour) and carefully described Cata-

logues. 
• Direct contact ·with a \\·orld-wide clientele. 
• Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. 
• Free valuation subject to sale in two years. 
• All Risk Insurance - in transit and pending Sale. 
• Liberal Advances. 

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high
est realisations for your stamps. The last few years have seen a 
steady amt progressive increase in the season's turnoYer anO the 
1967--68 figure \Yas approximately three-quarters of a million pounds. 
Onr fifty years we haYe built up-anrl still impro,·ing-a Philatelic 
Senice second to none. 
The full resources of the HARMER 01\.GANIZATION with Houses 
in three Continents are at the disposal of all prospective vendors of 
fine General and Specialised Collections, single rarities, etc. May we 
have your enquiry ? 

Contact us now if you wish to sell. We will be glad to help and 
to advise you. 

H. R. HARMER LTD. 

AND AT 
NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 

P.O. BOX 4 EH 

41, NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W. 1. 

Cables : "Phistamsel, London, W.l." 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 
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