
No. 122 October 1969 • January 1970 

. ' : ... 

FIOST DAY 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

(see page 327) 



S.P.E. 493 

cu~· .. 

V to'\\ : .;... 

--:./.. 0 ~ ~k J-::-. 

~t.. J~' - t'JJ, 

J~ J .J4-~ i~i\ 

"CIF'' 
F. CIF ARlELLO & Co. 

31, Rue Cherif - LE CAIRE 

Tel. 74561 R.C.C. 98225 

Specialiste en nouveautes du monde entier 

GRAND CHOIX DE SERIES ANCIENNES 

ET MODERNES DE TOUS PAYS 

ACHATS - VENTES - ECHANGES 

Stock permanent de tout materiel philatelique 

Albums - Classeurs - Catalogues - Charnieres, etc. 

., 



SOCIETE PHILATELIQUE D'EGYPTE 
MEMBRE ACTIF 

DE LA FEDERATION INTE,RNATIONALE DE PHILATEUE 

(PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF EGYPT) 
16. RUE ABD . EL KHALEK SAROIT 

B.P. 142 . LE CAIRE - P.O. BOX 142 - CAffiO 

Cl 0 Cl 

COMITE D,E DIRECTION 

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 

t'1'(3sidont : Mr. MEHANNY EID 

Vice-President : Mr. ATIA HELM! MAHMOUD 

Secreta·ire honom·i·re: Mr. YEHIA MA1'0UCHALEH (lng) 

'l'·r eso1·ier honom·ire : Dr. ABD EL HAMID LOUTFI 

Memb1·es: MM. ANWAR TOULAIMAT (General), HASSAN KAMAL LOUTFY, JEAN N. 

'PTERNITI'S, KHALID MARZOUK, LOUTFI GU!NDI, Dr. MEDHAT CHERIF EL CHICHINL 
MOHA!MED IBRAHIM SOBHI (lng.), Dr. MOHAMED YEHIA EL KATEB. 

COM.TE D'EXPERTISE - EXPERT COMMITIEE 

MM. MEHANNY EID, I. CHAFTAR, Dr. SA V A MICHEL 

CONTROL COMMITTEE FOR IMPORTED AND EXPORTED STAMPS 

t'1·esident : Mr. MEHANNY EID 

Members: Customs Dept.'s Delegate, Exchange Control Dept.'s Delegate, 

MM. YEHIA MATOUCHALEH, LOUTFJ GUINDJ, ANWAR 
TOULAIMAT (General), MAHMOUD MOUHSEN, JEAN N, 
PTERNJTIS. B. HAGOPJAN, F. CJFARIELLO, S. ASMAR. 

ALEXANDRIA BUREAU : 3, Bolanachi Street 

A.ngleterre : 
England 
A.ust·ral'ie : Melbourne 
E tats-Unis rl ' A.rne1"ique 

United States ot America : 

JOHN REVELL, 135, Cr omwell Road, Whitstable, 
Kent. 

E . G. MORELLO, 33, P ercival Street, Preston No. 3072. 
Dr. Peter A. S. Smith, Dept. of Cllemistry, University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan~ U.S.A. 

• I 

I ' 

' ·.! 

't\' 
~ ....... 



No. 122 October 1969 - fanuacy 1976 

.L'ORIENT 
PHILATELIQUE ~ 

MEMBRE FONDATEUR DE LA FEDERATION INTERNATIONAL£ 
DE LA PRESSE PHlLA TELl QUE 

Plaquelle de Bronze. Exposition Internalionale Philatelique « WIPA 1933 » 

Plaquelle de Bronze, Exposition Internationale Philate lique « PRAGA 1938 » 

Medaille d'Argent, Exposition Philatelique d 'Alexandrie 1939. 
Medaille d 'Argent, Salon du Timbre, Alexandrie 1945. 

·Medaille de Vermeil. Exposition Philatelique Intemationale, Le Caire 1946. 
Medaille de Bronze. Exposition Internationale Philatelique « Imaba 1948 " · 

Medaille d'Argent. Exposition Internationale Phi!. « Reinatex » Monte-Carlo 1952. 
Diplome de Medaille de Vermeil. Exposition Internationale Phi!. « Stockholmia 55 ». 

Diplome de Medaille de Vermeil. Exposition Internationnale Phi!. Finlandici 56. 

JOURNAL'S COMMITTEE 

Pres. (Editor) : Mr. MEHANNY EID. 
Members: Dr. ABD EL HAMJD LOUTFI, JEAN N. PTERNITIS, Dr. M. C. EL CHICHINL 

CONTENTS OF THIS NUMBER 

SPECIMEN STAMPS OF EGYPT - FURTHER NOTES 

EGYPT 'SPHINX AND PYRAMID ISSUES, 1879 - 1906 

PART-IMPERFORATE POSTAGE DUI£ STAMPS 

THE INTER'POS'TAL SEALS AND THE EARLY F'JSTAL SERV1CES OF 
EGYn ... .. . ... ··· ... . .. 

LES ETIQUETTE'S INTERPO'S11A'LE;S E'T LES PREMIRES BUR'EAUX POS-

T AUX D'EGYPTE 

SOMlE MISCELLANEOUS CANCELLATIONS 

THE SALE OF THE "ALEXANDRIA" COLI..:ECTTON OF LEVANT 

NEW IS'SUE'S 

NOUVEAUTES 

Page 

259 

261 

275 

302 

304 

314 

I'\ V• il"' ..::..I _;I J...,.I n''\ 

. 1 ~ i ~ :;, :_) :;. 0 ; _; .. ll ~~M ·~-~~ -':JI ..::.. I_; IJ..,.. )II r r t 
. :;,:,_ .lll ..::.. 1 ) ..~...., -yl n r 



SPECIMEN STAMPS OF EGYPT -FURI'fHER NOTES 

Peter A.S. Smith 

In issue No. 120 of L 'Orient PhilaU~lique (July - October, 1968) 
I wrote of four values of the 1914 pictorial series in imperforate pairs 
overprin ted SPECIMEN. Mr. J eidel of South Africa has since written 
me that he has three of the same values (20, 50 and 200 mill.) in the 
same condition and Col. Danson has written that he has the same four 
values in vertical pairs. We thus now know of at least four sets of 
pairs. Presumably other sets exist, perhaps many more. It is in
t eresting that each set contains only the same four values, which im
plies that the other values of the 1914 series probab ly do not exist with 
SPECIMEN overprint.. 

Mention was made in the foregoing article to remarks written by 
Dr. Byam about SPECIMEN overprints on the 1914 issue in the auc
tion sale of the Hon eker -collection in London in 1942. Through the 
kindness of John Gilbert, I have now been able to inspect the actual 
auction catalog. It was not a complete set, as Dr. Byam's remarks 
seemed to imply, but a set of the same four values (5, 20, 50, and 200 
mill.) as in the other sets . There is no way of telling whether one of 
the four known sets may have been the set in the Honeker sale. 

The illustrations in L'O.P. No. 120 show that the overprint is found 
either near the top or near the bottom of the stamps, and that it was 
applied diagonally. The angle from the horizontal is markedly less on 
the 50 mill. than on the other values, but on none of the values is the 
angle precisely the same. I have since seen another pair, of the 5 mill. 
va lue only, in which the overprint is exactly horizontal. Furthermore, 
it is in dull blue, rather than the black of the others, but the size of 
the overprint is the same. This pair differs from the others I have 
seen in that the color of the stamp itself is like that of conventional 
issued stamps, and does not show the washed effect that the other 
specimens have. All previous exa mples that I know of have no gum. 
(Col. Danson's set is also gumless, and shows the effect of washing in 
water ). The pair with the horizontal overprint has gum, but it is 
badly di sturbed, as though it had been moistened at one time and stuck 
lightly to something. It is tempting to conclude from these facts that 
all the specimen pairs were at one ti me stuck down on paper, and that 
some of them were later removed by rather drastic soaking. 
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Col. Danson's pairs are vertical, whereas mine are horizontal. His 
pairs are remarkable for one other feature : on 'the 5, 20, and 200 mills., 
the diagona l overprint is at the top of the stamps on the upper stamps 
of the pairs, and at the bottom of the stamps on the lower stamps. On 
the 50 mills., it is at the top on both stamps. Mr. George Houston's set 
is entirely with horizontal overprint, which is apparently printed in 
a press rather than handstamped. 

The forego ing notes suggest a conclusion that the overprint was 
either applied by hand (albeit carefully), or was applied from a form 
containing only one horizontal row of impressions. I am inclined to 
the first ·conclusion, since their is a variation in angle, and because 
the strength of the impression of the individual letters varies so. All 
impressions are 15:} mm. in length. The most plausible explanation 
of the origin of these specimens is that they were prepared by t he prin
ters for use in sample books used by their salesmen in soliciting new 
business. 

Col. Danson also has very similar specimens, also in pairs, of the 
1921-22 series of Sudan (1 m. to 10 p.) , watermarked star and crescent . 

<<PHILATELISTS STORES>> 
Ex. M. HAGOPIAN 

R.C. 120267 Le Caire 

NEGOCIANT- EN TIMBRES-POSTE 
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EGYPT SPHINX AND PYRAMI'D ISSUES, 

1879 .. . 1906 :f. 

by 

W. BYAM, O.B.E., F.R.P.S.L., and J. R. DANSON, M.C., F.R.P.S.L. 

The perfection of De La Rue's work is probably responsible for the 
little interest hitherto taken by philatelists in these stamps ; a closer 
study however will be well rewarded. The design was obviously evolv
ed by stages from the essays prepared by Penasson for the stamps of 
the Second I ssue (i867), modified by Skipper and East and used by 
the Government Printing Works at Boulac when stamp printing was 
attempted there for the Third Issue (1872-1874/ 75) (Fig. 1). It con
t inued in use by De La Rue, substantially unchanged, for thirty-five 
years, at the end of which t ime it was replaced by the pictorial designs 
of 1914. To show how it was modified during its long life is the pur
pose of this paper. We also explain the use of the vignette dies pre
pared by De La Rue . 

Of the original artists' sketches five are known to us - t hose for 
the 20 paras and 2 piastres (Martin A. C. Smith collection) , both dated 
7 AUG 78, are obviously designs which were rejected (Figs. 1(a) and 
1(b), Plate II); those fo r the 1 piastre (Danson collection), 2 piastres 
(Byam collection) and 5 piastres (Royal collection at Abdin Palace, 
Cairo). All are drawn to the exact size of the proposed stamps, the last 
three in colours approaching those used by the printers for the finish ed 
product (Figs. 2 and 3) . The sketch for the 5 PT., da ted 7 AUG 78, is 
pictured on page 36 of Th e Jllustmted Philatelic Record; No. 3, for 
July 1939 ; by E. F. Hurt. 

Instructions to engraver on the back of the 1 PT. (dated 7 AUG. 78) 
read-

"copy the large diagrams for the Arabic inscriptions and the 
Arabic numbers, as the inscriptions on th is design are not cor
rectly drawn. The bottom tablet is to contain the words 'Postes 
Egyptiennes' in Arabic ; the right hand tablet the value in 
Arabic. 19 SEP. 78." 

· ( * ) Reprin te d from L'Orient Philcttelique No. 89 of Jan., I 955, page 54. 
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On reverse of the 2 PT. (dated 17 SEP. 78 )-

"copy the large diagrams for the Arabic inscriptions and the 
Arabic numbers, as the inscriptions on this design are not cor
rectly drawn. The bottom tablet is to contain the words 'Postes 
Egyptiennes' in Arabic ; the right hand tablet the value in 
Arabic. 19 SEP. 78." 

On the back of the 5 PT. (dated 7 AUG. 78) is written-

"copy the large diagrams for the Arabic inscriptions and the 
Arabic numbers, as the inscriptions on this design are not cor
rectly drawn. The bottom label is to contain the words 'Postes 
Egyptiennes' in Arabic ; the right hand tablet the value in 
Arabic. Take care to make it clear that the Arabic '5' is a 
circle and not a dot. 19 SEP. 78." 

The earliest engraved die proof of a vignette (Fig. 4) is dated 13 
AUG. 78 (Danson collection). It appears to have been rejected, which 
is not surprising as in it the Sphinx bears a striking resemblance to a 
Cairo dragoman. 

The second engraved die proof for the vignette (Fig . 5) is dated 1 
OCT. 78 (Danson collection) and is of special interest because it differs 
in many particulars from all the completed die proofs and from the is
sued stamps. The most noticeable characteristic is the right shoulder 
of the Sphinx, on which t he lines of shading are curved and run down
wards - whereas on all t he finished die proofs and on all the stamps 
the lines of shading are horizontal. The detai ls of the desert foreground 
are distinctive and are seen repeated elsewhere, on die proofs or stamps, 
except on the v ignette proof of a daughter die, dated 17 OCT. 18 (Dan
son collection) (Fig. 6). The details of the design in 1881 are identical 
with those of 1878 and these vignette dies were therefore obviously 
being used for some purpose, yet they were not used to strike the dies 
for the stamps themselves. For what then were they used and why 
is no vignette die proof found which corresponds in ~etail with the 
completed die proofs and the issued stamps ? 

In an attempt to answer these questions we made a critical survey 
of the completed die proofs we possessed : 60 copies in the Danson col
lection ; 15 in the Byam collection. These, with one exception, are print
ed in black on glazed cards and mostly bear the dates when the im
pression was struck, with , in addition the legend either "Before Har
dening," "After Hardening," "Before Striking," or "After Striking" -
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the exception is the 4 milliemes die proof of the issued stamp, in ·colour, 
dated in MS. 18 SEP. 06 (Byam collection). 

The designs for the 1, 2 and 5 PT. had the longest life and remained 
unchanged , retaining the inscription in French at the top of the stamp. 

2 PT. (Fig. 7). There are no essential differences between the die 
proofs of 19 NOV. 78 and 24 MAY 01 : both have a white flaw in the 
N.W. corner from the top of the Arabic numeral. Both proofs have the 
eyes of the Sphinx drawn in the manner of the vignette proofs, with 
the eyeball mainly solid colour and similar to the eyes for all three 
of the PARA values. Also a considerable portion of the right shoulder 
of the Sphinx is portrayed within the oval. The line of the sky-shading 
above the pyramid is clear of the apex. 

5 PT. (Fig. 8) . There are no essential differences between the die 
proofs dated 19 NOV. 78 and 18 AUG. 04, though the lines of the sky 
are deeper and more uniform in 1904. The design differs from the 
2 PT. in that the forehead band is defined by a pronounced line, whereas 
this line on the 2 P .T. is quite slight and suggests it is merely the up
permost line of shading on the forehead. The drawing of the desert 
foreground is entirely different on the two values and neither is like 
the foreground on the vignette die. The line of sky above the pyramid 
is continuous with the apex. 

1 PT. (Fig. 9) . The main difference between this and all the other 
duties is that the lettering is in colour, instead of in white. Die proofs 
of 27 NOV. 78 and 19 SEP. 05 show no essential differences, though 
there is a coloured flaw in the N.E. numeral 1 in the proof of 1878 which 
is absent in September 1888 and also in September 1905. The line de
fining the foreh ead band is intermediate in density between the pro
nounced hne of the 5 PT. and the very light one of the 2 PT. The 
desert foreground is again drawn differently. The line of sky above the 
pyramid is continuous with apex, as on the 5 PT. die. 

It is certain that three values so far discussed were no~ prepared 
by stamping a die from a common original vignette die and none shows 
the distinguishing features of the vignette dies known to us. For all 
three values new daughter dies appear to have been made from time to 
time, but all from the same original die specifically prepared for each 
stamp. 

The three PARA values (5, 10 and 20 paras) share certain charac
teristics with the PIASTRE stamps : (al the shading of the right cheek 
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of the Sphinx is continued on the lobe of the ear; (b) a considerable 
amount of the righ t shoulder is seen w ith in the vignette ; an d (c) the 
eyes are treated in the same manner on all six stamps. The desert fore
ground is different for each value. 

On each of the PARA values the line of the sky is continuous with 
'the apex of th e pyramid, as on the 1 and 5 PT. 

Of tl1e PARA values the 5 paras has the most pronounced foreh ead 
band. The 20 paras has ten lines of sky above the pyramid : and 5 and 
10 paras have nine lines only; the 1 and 5 PT. nine 'lines ; the 2 PT. 
has ten . 

From the nature of the wor k, it would seem one engraver producted 
the vignette dies for all six values up to 1888, when the currency was 
changed from paras to mill iemes : but each die was a separate and dis
tinct entity. The first values to be produced w ere, apparently, the 10 
paras and 5 piastres, the earliest completed proofs for which were both 
dated 6 NOV. 78. The last of this series is the 1 PT. - 27 NOV. 78 -
hence, possibly, the attempt with altered lettering in colour, necessitat
ing a different technique in the production of the die. 

July 22, 1887 (2 and 5 milliemes) (Fig. 10) is the earliest date on 
the die proofs of the milliemes series, which stamps began to appear 
on January 1, 1888. The three new millieme values and the 10 PT. 
(Fig. 11), then introduced for the first time in this design, show in 
common :-

(a) wide open eyes, the pupils represented by hook-like lines ; 

(b) upward curving lines on the left cheek, giving the face a more 
chubby appearance ; 

(c) no lines of shading prolonged from the cheek on t o the righ t 
ear; 

(cl) less of the shoulder of the Sphinx than seen on the previous 
series . 

'The desert foreground is different on all four values - 1, 2 and 5 
niilliemes and the 10 piastres. On none is the forehead band sharply 
defined. The lines of shading on the margin of the head dress slope 
upwards sharply compared with .the original design. Lines oi sky above 
lthe pyramid are nine on the millieme values and eight on the 10 PT. 
T~e die proofs of this series suggest the dies were separately engraved, 
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but by one engraver and not the engraver who produced t he firs t series 
m 1878. 

No essential differences can be detected on the die proofs of various 
dates for any one value, ranging in the case of the 5 milliemes from July 
22, 1887 to July 9, 1908, r epresented in our collections by nine impres
sions on different dates during that period of time. The desert outline 
on the 5 milliemes suggests a heaping up of sand against the pyramid 
not seen on the other values of this series. 

On January 1, 1892, the local rate for a single letter (15 grammes) 
was reduced from 5 milliemes to 3 milliemes and a new stamp of this 
denomination was issued on that day. The die proof (Fig. 12), shows 
a combination of the characteristics of both the previous series . 

(a) t he eyes of the Sphinx are drawn as for the stamps of the first 
series ; 

(b) the lines on the left cheek are much like those of the first 
series ; 

(c) the lines of shading on the right cheek stop short of the ear, 
as on the second series ; 

{d) the amount of shoulder included in the vignette conforms to 
the second series ; 

(e) the lines on the margin of the head dre s ar e less sloping than 
on the other millieme values. 

'There can be no doubt the die for the vignette of t he 3 milliemes 
was not stamped from the die of any previous denomination. 

The 4 milliemes, as conceived in 1899 (die proof 18 APR. 99 - F ig. 
13), was much like t he 3 milliemes stamp. The die, however, was not 
produced directly from that of the latter, as can be seen at once by com
paring the desert foreground on the die proofs of the two values . Con
siderably' more white of the eyes is shown on the 4 milliemes. On Sep
tember 18, 1906, appeared the first die proof we know in colour (Byam 
collection),* with the sky lines above the head of the Sphinx cut away 
(Fig. 14). The remaining lines above the pyramid, with the exception 
of the two topmost, were interrupted by a series of verti·cal cuts . Thosg 
to the right of the pyramid were separated from it throughout the length 
of that side. The outline of the headdress of the Sphinx was accentuated 
and coarsened. No essential difference can be detected between the 4 
milliemes die proofs of 20th Sept. 06, 26th March 08 and 9th June 09. 

* Robert Leslie has a similar die proof in colour, dated 19 SEP 06. 



256 L10Rr£NT ·PHI'LATELIQUE October 1959 - ~anuary 1970 

In the Byam collection are two composite artists' drawings which 
appear to provide the answers to the questions we have posed. That 
for the 10 PT. (Fig 15) dated 27th Ju ly 88, consists of a vignette printecl 
'in dark violet, which is exactly similar to the vignette die proof of 1st 
Oct. 78 (Fig. 5), with sloping lines on the shoulder of the Sphinx . The 
other for the 3 milliemes (Fig. 16) l1as the v ignette printecl from the die 
for the 5 milliemes and shows the characteristic heaping of the sand 
against the base of the pyramid and the desert foreground drawn in the 
same way. Each of these composite sketches consists of a vignette 
printed in the proposed colour of the stamp-to-be, surrounded by a 
water-colour artist's drawing of the frame design, includin g an indica
tion of the perfora ted margin as it was expected to appear on the finish
ed stamps. 

From the above observations we are convinced that separate ori
ginal or mother dies were ·cut for the entire design of each individual 
denomination and that no second original die was engraved for any 
va lue, though many different daughter dies were produced. It would 
al o seem t0at tl1e vignette dies, of ·which proofs are known, were never 
used to strike dies for individual s tamps, but were employed to print 
the centre portion of the designs 'prepared for the gu idance of the en

'gravers, thus reducing the 'labour of the artist. In each instance the en
graver employed his own conventions and did not slavishly copy the 
·ar tist' s composite sketch. Hence we can classify these De La Rue 
stamps into :-

(a) First series ; consisting of all the stamps issued before 1888, 
and the 1, 2 and 5 piastre values t ill their replacement in 1914, 
which show the darkened eyes and flat left cheek ; 

(b) Second series ; consisting of the 1, 2 and 3 milliemes together 
with the 10 PT., which show the wide open eyes and chubby 
cheeks; 

(c) 3 milli emes; ·combining the characteristics of (a) and (b); 

(cl) 4 milliemes ; akin to (c) but modified by entirely new treat
ment of the sky. 

The procedure described in this paper was nearly certairdy employ
ed by De La Rue when preparing stamps, at this period, for other coun
tries. One of us (W.B .) suggested this to Mr . R. H . Sennett after view
~ng his magnificent display of Great Britain Essays and Proofs at the 
R.P .S.L. on May 19, 1949, when vignette dies differing from the com
pleted dies were shown. It would seem therefore that the study of these 
E gypt die proofs has thrown fresh ligl1t on the De La Rue technique. 



FIG. I. Evolution of the design. 
(a) Engraved ~ssay by Penasson for the Second Issue (I 867) ; 
(b) Lithographed essay by Penasson for the Second Issue 

(r867); 
(c) Engraved essay by Skipper and East for the Third Issue 

(I872), with the title "Khedive" introduced; 
(d) Lithographed essay by Penasson for the Third Issue 

(1872), with inscription in the top label appropriate to 
· the Second Issue; · · · 

(e) Lithographed stamp issued in 1872; . 
(f) Electrotyped stamp by de la Rue issued in I 879 . 
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Fro. r . (a) Artist's sketch dated 7 AUG 78 
(Martin Smith collec:tion) 

Fio. t. (h) Artist's; sketCh in water - ~lour dated 7 AUG 78 
-~--.::., __ _ · · ·. .. · (Martin -Smith collection) · 

-----·-:\---'----------~-"""--- -------------- ·-- -- . ___ j 

PLATE li 
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. F\0 . 2. Artist's sketch in water colour for . I PT. (!at~d 7 .. AUd' 
78. Instructions to engraver, on reverse, dated 19 SEP 78. 

(Danson collection. ) 
~·· -~ -·-· .. 

Fw. 4· Die proof ?ri"\Tignetle from a ··;~jec ted design, da ted 
IJ AUG 78 . . 

' (Danson co;Jectlon.) 

--,--~~--~ 

Fro. 3· Artist's' sket~h in water colou~ -fur 2 Pi: "dat~d 17 SEP• 
78. Instructions to engraver., "on reverse,1dated 19 SEP 78. 

_ (Byam collection.) 

Fw. 5· Die proof of vignette dated 1 OCT 78. 
of the lines on the shoulder. 

(Danson collection.) 
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PLATE III 



FIG. 6. Die proof of vignette 'date I 7 OCT 81. The same in detail 
as the proof dated I OCT 78. {Fig. 5). 

(Danson collection.) 

FIG. 7· Die proof for 2 PT. dated 19 NOV 78. No definite 
forehead band. 

(Danson collection.) 

PLATE IV 
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_dated r SEP '88, with le!teri1~g in 
colour--Vignette<: typical -of Series I; designs with·, dark 
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PLATE V 



I;·I~. ro. Die proof fur 5 miUie:nefJ, d.<tted 22 JULY 87-Before 
Hardening. ·Vignette typicaJ of Series U designs,. with 
st~ring eyes, curved linef on. kfL cheek and little of the 
··bo'ulder showing, · 

1 1. Die pro(,r for 
of Series Il. 

· the pyramid 
s'miUiemc:s. 

Jo PT. dat~d Q3 OCT §&. Typical vignette 
Note the even surface (Jf the sand against 

compared 'Nith thP heaped up sand on the 

PLATE VI 
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FJU. q. Die proof· f()r 4 millictmc•, · d?t.-.d "" SEP o6. Tfw 
modified design, with sky deareJ 'lnmnd the pvramid. 

':. t. : ' 
"M _. .. ...._r~.....r • ./" ~~/'"'--/' ~ 

\. 

· llw .. 15. 

cfoniPfndtt At;tis~'s Drawing 
lr;r rhc l') PT. :rhe ·centre ;; 
prin-ted. irl: colouf ffr,m the 
vignette Qte of J 87U ·a-nd the 
surroundjng .. fr~trrewotk is 
skcu:hed in wat~.r co(our. 
This de>ign ><'a.> nr•t copied 
t!xactly ~ by the engTaV{:f · 
fcvrnpart \\'lth riG. ll-j . 

,Byarn w!!ection.) 

Fw. tti. 

Cmnpo;ite Artist's Dmwing 
for the 3 millietn~s. The 
remce is print«! in colour 
from the die used for tht> :) 
milliemes and the sutTowtd· 
ing frc:unework has been 
completed in water co1oUl· 
by hand. This design was 
not followed slavish[ v bv 
the engraver (c()mpan{ witl1 
F tGS. JO and • ~). 

(Byam collection.) 



PART-IMPERFORATE POSTAGE DUE STAMPS 

Peter A. S. Smith 

In L'Orient Philatelique No. 120 (October, 1968) I discussed briefly 
the confused state of the catalog listings of the perforation varieties of 
'the first three postage due issues. I am now able to illustrate two in
teresting items from this group. One is the 10 para of 1884, in a block 
of eight with all vertical perforations missing (this block has since been 

divided into two blocks of four) . I am not sure if this item corresponds 
1to the variety listed in Zeheri as No . la, "Pair, imperf. between", for it 
is more accurately described as "imperforate vertically". Can anyone 
confirm the separate existence of this stamp in a pair, horizontal or 
vertical, imperforate between but perforated on all outer sides ? 
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T he second i tem is a block of four of the 2m. of 1888, imperforate 
between vertically and horizontally, bu t perforated on all outer sides. 
T his is 'a new variety, not covered by the Zeheri listing for No. lOb, 
"Pair , imperf . between" . · It is probably unique, for it could occur orily 
once in a sheet that was missing one vertical and one horizontal row of 
perforations. There may, of course, have been more than one such 
sheet, but that seems unlikely. The existence of this _block implies that 
there were originally eighteen additional horizontal pa irs, imperforate 
between, and eigh t additional vertical pairs, imperforate between. 
Presumably t he Zeheri listing is meant to cover both, but s ince they are 
quite distinct from each other, and probably of different degree of rarity, 
it would seem best to list each variety separately. There may, of course, 
have been other sheets with a horizontal or vertical row of perforations 
missing. 

Can any reader r eport additional items to 'Clarify the situation ? 

"STAMPS FOR COLl EC TIO NS" 
EX. ASMAR. 

GRAND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POSTE 
DU MONDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MANCO- LISTES 

4, Ru~ Emad El- Oine - Le Caire 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 3'6569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 



THE INTERPOST AL SEALS 
AND 

THE EARLY POSTAL 
SERVICES OF EGYPT 

By IBRAHIM CHAFTAR (*) 
(continued) (**) 

LES ETIQUETTES 
INTERPOSTALES ET LES 

PREMIERS BUREAUX 
POST AUX D'EGYPTE 

Par IBRAHIM CHAFTAR (*) 
(suite) (**) 

LIST OF THE, lNTERPOSTALS TYPE, VIIA AND VDB 

IJSTE DES ImERPOST AUX TYPE VUA ET VIIB 

--
Type VII A Type VII B 

1 ABA-EL-WAKF' 
2 ABOUCHOUKOUK 
3 ABOU HAMMAD 
4 ABOU KEBIR 
5 ABOU KERKAS 
6 ABOUTIK 
7 ABUHOMMUS 

* 1 I ACHMOUTH 

1 ALEXANDRIE I 8 ALEXANDRIE 
9 ARMANTE 

10 ASHMANT 
2 ASSIOUT 11 ASSIOUT 
3 ASSOUAN -+-

12 ATF'E 
13 AYAT 
14 BALIANA 
15 BEDRECHEIN 
16 BENHA (block letters) 
17 BENHA (heavy Roman letters) 

18 BENI KORRAH 
19 BENI MAZAR 

4 BENISOUEFF 20 BENI SOUEFF 
21 BIBEH 
22 BIRKET -EL-SAB 
23 BORDEIN 
24 BOUHA 

(*) Address: I. CHAFTA'R, 8, 'S t!"eet 47, 'Smouha - Alexandria, Egyp!. 

(**) Continued from p a ge 196 of L'O.P. No. 121, January- July 1969. 
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Type VII A Type VII B 

1: 25 BOUKLEH 
26 BOULAK 
27 · BOULAK DACROUR 
28 CA IRE 

5 CA IRE 

6 I CAIRE (FRANCA OVERPRINT) 

J29 I COLOSNAH 

7 I DAMANHOUR 

30 DAMANHOUR (bo·ld letters) 
31 DAMIETTE 
32 DECHNA 

6 DESSOUK - -

33 DEYROUT 
7 ECONOMAT 34 ECONOMAT 

35 EDFOU 

8 I EDKOU 

1 36 
I 

EDWA 
37 ENCHASSE 

9 
I 

ESNEH 

138 
I 

FAC . . OUS 
39 FAYOUM 

I 
10 I FACHNE 

I J 4o 1 FESCNE 
I I FESNCE I * 2 

8 GALIOUB 
1 41 GALIOUB 

9 GUIZEH 

* 3 GUIZEH 
11 GO TOUR 

42 KOUTOUR 
43 GOURRIEH 
44 GOUSS I 
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Type VII A Type VII B 

45 HAD RA 
46 HEHZA 
47 ISMAILIA 
48 KAFRE AMAR 
49 KAFR-CHEIH 
50 KAFRE CHEIK 
51 KAFRE DA WOUD 

10 KAFR-ZAYAT --

11 KAFR-EL-ZAYA T --

12 I KARTOUM 

I 52 I KOM HAMADE 

13 
I 

KEN EH 

/ 53 ( KORRACHIEH 
54 KOROSKO 

12 KOROSKO 
14 I LOUXOR 

13 LOUXOR 

14 MAGAGA 55 MAGAGA 
56 MAN A CHI 

15 MANFALOUT 57 MANFALOUT 
58 MA TSOURAH 
59 MANSURA (Roman letters) 
60 MASSAOUAH 
61 MATAHNE 
62 MATAZ 

* 4 I 
MALLAZ 

163 I MEHALLA 

:!-:: 5 I MEHALLET MOUSSA 

I 64 I MEHALLET ROH 

15 I MELLAWI 

16 MINET-EL-GAMH --

17 MINI EH 65 MINI E H 
66 MINOUF 
67 MIT BERRA 
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Type VII A Type VII B 

68 NAWA 
69 NAZALI GANOUB 
70 PORT SAID 

18 RAMLEH 71 RAMLEH 
72 SAMANUD 
73 SANTAH 
74 CHIBIN-EL-ANATER 

19 CHIBIN-EL-KOM --

75 CHERBINE 

16 I SENAR 

76 SEMBELLA WEIN 
77 SIDI GABER 

20 SUEZ 78 SUEZ 
79 TAHTA 
80 TANTAH 
81 TEH-EL-BAROUD 
82 TEH-EL-BARUD 
83 TALAH 
84 TALA 
85 TEL-EL-KIBIR 
86 TEL-EL-KEBIR 
87 TERIEH 
88 TOOK 
89 VADI HALFE 
90 WADI-HALF A 
91 WARDAN 
92 ZAGAZIK 
93 ZIFTE (Roman letters) 

Remarks: Observations: 

Interpostals Type VII A illustrated 20 Interpostaux Type VII A illustres 

• B 

28 
93 • B '93 

Type VII improbable 

not indicated, marked * 5 

Type to be p recisely 

classified when the lucky 

possessor indicates them 

w ith their respective 

photos . 11 

Type Vli improbable 

non signales, marques * 5 

Type a preciser des 

que d'heureux possesseurs 

les a uront indiques avec 

photos a l'appui 11 
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In 1881, around the month of 
May, a new type of interpostals 
started to come into sight, type 
VIII, the inain characteristic of 
which is that, although having 
the appearance of the previous 
type VII, it bears in the third 
inferior line (at the centre), the 
name of the town in arabic, in
stead and in the place of the word 
(1 4: . ..r.a~ )) 

The outside diameter is not 
more than 37 mms and the latin 
letters indicating the name of the 
town, in the colour of the inter
postal, on white background, have 
a height of 3,5 mms. 

En 1881, vers le mois de Mai, 
a commence a paraitre un nou
veau type d 'Interpostaux, le 
type VIII dont la caracteristique 
principale est que, tout en ayant 
l'apparence du type pre·cedent VII 
il porte dans la 3eme ligne infe
r ieure (au centre) en arabe, le 
nom de la ville de l' interpostal 
en lieu et place du mot << •!. ;"'A 11 

Le diametre exterieur ne de
passe pas 37 mj ms, les caracteres 
europeens, indiquant le nom de 
la ville en cou leur de l'inter
postal sur fond blanc, ont une 
hauteur de 3 mj ms t 

PHOTO A 

The first date in my collection 
exists on a copy of this series 
and bears: 1 MA 81, of the town 
of Cairo. I therefore indicate 
1881 as the date of issue. We re
produce the illustrations of 127 
interpostals of this type. 

La premiere date dans ma col
lection se trouve sur un exem
plaire de cette serie et porte : 
1 MA 81 de la v ille du Caire. 
J'indique done 1881 comme date 
d 'emission. Nous donnons en il
lustration.. . 127 interpostaux de 
ce type. 
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PHOTO I 
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.·PHOTO -II 
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PHOTO III 
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PHOTO--IV 
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PHOTO V 
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PHOTO VI 
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T "~ • 

- ~ ( I i . 

PHOTO VII 

In 1882, another series, type 
VIII A was released ; it is of the 
same kind as the previous one, 
except that it looks somewhat 
smaller, although of a nearly 
identical diameter, with an in
significan t difference . The arabic 
letters of the third central arabic 

' line are different and thinner 
than those of the preYious issue. 
The latin letters composing the 
name of the town are of a smal
ler size, 2,5 mms in height and 
this is what, in my opinion, gives 
the impression that type VIII A 
looks smaller than type VIII. 

The first date in my collection 
for this issue, type VIII A, is : 
17 A V 82, for the town of Cairo. 
We reproduce the illustrations of 
127 interpostals of this type. 

En 1882, une aur.re sene, le 
type VIII A, est lancee, elle est 
du meme genre que la precedente, 
sauf qu'elle a l'apparence plus 
petite, quoique de diametre pres
que ident ique, avec une difference 
imperceptible. Les caracteres 
arabes de la 3e. lign e arabe cen
trale sont differents et plus mai
gres que pour !'emission prece
dente. Lcs caracteres europeens, 
portant le nom de la ville, sont 
d' un modele plus petit : 2 mjms 5 
de hauteur, et c'est ce qui d'apres 
moi donne l'impression que le 
type VIII A parait plus petit que 
le type VIII. 

La premiere date dans ma col
lection pour eette emission type 

--~V~liiA est 17 AV 82 pou r la v ille 
du Caire. Nous donnons en illus
tration... 127 interpostaux de ce 
type. 
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PHOTO VIII 
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PHOTO IX 
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PHOTO X 
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PHOTO XI 
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PHOTO Xll 
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PHOTO xm 
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PHOTO XIV 

However, I have Cl doubt in 
what -concerns the intErpostals of 
these types VIII and VIllA, for 
the offices of Ramleh : Staz. 
Baccos, Staz. Bulkeley, Staz. 
Schutz and Staz. F leming, because 
the outside dimensions are nearly 
identical. What makes a diffe
rence between the two, are the 
dimensions of the european 
names of the offices, these being 
of dimensions not conforming 
with the rule. What will enlight
en us are the dates of the post
marking that have survived. I 
t herefore ask my colleagues kindly 
to communicate to me the post
markings on their used copies. 

Cependant j 'ai un doute en ce 
qui concerne les interpostaux de 
ces types VIII et VIllA pour les 
bureaux de Ramleh: Staz. Baccos, 
Staz. Bulkeley, Staz. Schutz et 
Staz. Fleming, car les dimensions 
exterieures etant presque identi
ques, ce qui differencie les deux 
sont les dimensions des noms 
europeens des bureaux, or ceux
ci sont de dimensions non con
formes a la regle. Ce qui nous 
fixera ce seront les dates des 
obliterations qui ont survecu. 
J e prie done mes collegues de me 
communiquer les obliterations 
sur leurs exemplaires uses . 
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UST OF THE INTERPOSTALS TYPE VID AND VD! A 

USTE DES 'INTERP.OSTAUX TYPE VUI m' VID A 

Type VIII Type VIII'A 

ABA-EL WAKF X 
ABOUCHOUKOUK X 

X I ABA-EL-WACKF 
X ABOU-CHOUCKOUK 

ABOU-HAMADE X X ABOU-HAMADE 
ABOUHOMOS X X ABOUHOMMOS 
ABOUHOMUS *? 
ABOU-KERKAS X X ABOU-KERKAS 
ABOUKIBIR X X ABOU-KEBIR 
ABOUKIR X X ABOUKIR 
ABOUTIGH X X ABOUTTG 

X AKHMIM 
ALEXANDRIE X X ALEXANDRIE 

X " (MINET-EL-BASSAL) 
X " (MARINE) 

ARMANTH X X ARMANTE 
ASCHMANTH X X ASCHMANTE 
ASSIOUT X X ASSIOUT 
ASSOUAN X 
ATF E X X ATFE 
BALL I ANA X X BALLIANA 
BERBER X X BARBAR 

X BARBARA 
BEDRECHIN X X BEDRECHE IN 
BEN HA X X BE NHA 
BEN:I-GORRAH X X BENI-KORRAH 
BE NIMAZAR X X BENI-MAZAR 
BENISOUEF X X BENISSOUEF 
BEBEH X X BIB EH 
BILBES *? 
BIRKET-EL-SABH X X BIRKE T-EL-SAB 
BORDE IN X X BORDE IN 
BOUHA X X BOUAH 
BOULAK X X BOULAK 
BOULAK-DACROUR X X BOULAK-DAKROUR 
CA IRE X X CA IRE 
CHABAS X X CHABAS 

X CHANDAWIL 
CH IBRIKIT X X CHEBREKIT 



_Qcto~er 18691 - J~uary 1970 L'O RIENT · PHILA TELl QUE 297 

CHIRBI N X · X CHERBINE 

CHIBIN-E~~A~ATER X X CHIBIN-EL-ANATAR 

CHIBIN-EL-COM X X CHIBIN-EL-KOM 

" (pgint_ av~nt COM) X 
COM-HAMADEH X X KOM-HAMADE 

COLOSNAH X X COLOSNA 

DAMANHOUR X X DAMANHOUR 
DAlVIIETTE X X DAMIE TTE 

DECHNAH X DECHNA 
X DEKERNIS 

DESSOUK X X DESSOUK 
DEYROUTH X X DEYROUTH 

DON GO LA X X DON GO LA 
DARDANELLE S X 
ECONOMAT *? X ECONOMAT 
E DONA X X E DWA 
E DFOU X X E DFOU 
E'DFOU X 
ETKOU X X EDKOU 
EL AYAT X X E L AYAT 
EL-WASTAH X 
ENCHASSE X X ENCHASSE 
E L MANACHI X X EL MANACHI 
ESNE X X ESNA 
EL-TARIEH X X TERIEH 
FACOUSS X X FACOUSS 

X FAR CHOUT 
FAYOUM X X FAYOUM 
FECHNE X X FECHNE 
FOUA X X FOUAH 
GALIOUB X X GALIOUB 
GALL IN X X KALLEEN 
GHIRGA X X GHERGHA 
GHISEH X X GUIZEH 
GODDABA X X GODDABA 
GO TOUR X X GO TOUR 
GOURIEH X X GOURIEH 
GOUSS X X GOUSS 
HAD RA X X HAD RA 
HYHYA X X HE HYA 
ISMAiLIA X X ISMAi:LIEH 
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KAFR-AMMAR X X KAFR-AMAR 
KAFR-DAOUD X X KAER-DAOUD 
KAFR-DAOUAR X X KAFRE-E L-DAOUAR 
KAFR-CHEIK X X , KAF RE-E L-CHEIH 
KAFR-ZAYAT X X ? KAFR-ZAYAT 

X KANTARA 
KARTOUM X X KARTOUM 
KOROSCO X X KOROSKO 
KENE X X KENE H 
KORACHIEH X X KORRACHIE H 
LOUXOR X X LOUXOR 

X MARAGA 
MAGAGA X X MAGAGA 

X MAGADEH 
MAHALLET-ROH X X MAHALLET-ROH 

X MANCHIEH 
MANSOURA X X MANSOURAH 
MANFALOUT X X MANFALOUT 

X I MANZALEH 
MASSAOUA X X MASSAWA 
MATAHNE X X : MATTAHNA 

X i MATARIA 
MATT AY X X MA TAY 
MEHALLA X X · MAHALLE-KIBIR 
MEHALLET-ABOU-ALY X X MAHALLET-ABOU-ALY 

X MAHALLAT-DOMANA 
MEHALLET -MALEK X 
MEHALLET-MOUSSA X X MAHALLET-MOUSSA -"' 

MELLAOUI X X MALLAOUI 
M I NET-EL-GAMH X X MINET-EL-GAM 
MINIE X X MINI EH 
MINOUF X X MENOUF 
MIT-BERRAH X X · MIT-BERRAH 

X MIT-GAMR 
NACHART GUIDIEL X X NACHART-GHEDID 
NAOUA X 
NAZALI GANOUB X ? 
NEKLEH X 
PORT-SAiD X X PORT-SAJD 

" (point avant PORT) X 
RAHMANIEH X 
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(RAMLEH) 
STAZ-FLEMJNG X - -

(RAMLEH) (RAMLEH) 
'ST AZ-BULKLEY X X? STATION BULKLEY 

(RAMLET) . (RAMLEH) 
ST AZ-'SCHUTZ X X STATION SCHUTZ 

(RAMLEH) (RAMLEH) 
ST AZ-BACCOS X X? STATION BACCO'S 

RAS-EL-ALIG X X RAS-EL-HALIG 
RHODES *? - -

RODA X X RODAH 
ROSETTE X X ROSETTE 
SAFIEH X - -
SAKHA X X SAKHA 
SALHAGAR X - -

- - X SEDFA 
SAMALOUT X X SAMALOUT 
SAMANOUD X - -

SANTAH X X SANTAH 
SAOUAKIN X X SAW AKIN 
SIDI-GABER X X SIDI-GABER 
SIM-BE LLEWEN X X SIMBELLA WEIN 
SO HAG X X SO HAG 
SUEZ X - -

TAHTA X X TAHTAH 
TANTA X X TANTAH 
- - X TAMA 
TEH-EL-BAROUD X X TEL-EL-BAROUD 
TELA X X TALAH 
TEH-EL-KIBIR X X TEL-EL-KIBIR 
TOUK X X? TOUK 
- - X TOOH 
WADI-HALF A X X WADI-HALF A 
WARDAN X -

I 
-

ZAGAZIG X X ZAGAZIK 
ZEFTE X X I ZIFTA 
- - X? 

I 
ZEYLA 
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The following Post Offices 
were opened in 1884 . 

1. ABOUXAH - 2. BIR
CHAMS - 3. EBCHA W AI -
4. EBNOUB - 5. EDFINA - . 
6. FARASCOUR - 7. GAFARIA . 
- 8. HOMRAN - 9. KAMOULA 

10. KASR-WEL-SAYAD -
11. MAHSAMA- 12. MECHTA 
- 13. MELIG- 14. MINAT-EL
BASSAL - 15. NEKLA 
16. RAMLE (M OUST AF A) 
17. RAS-EL-TIN. 

As a set-off, following the 
mahdist movement in the Sudan, 
the following offices were closed: 

1. KHARTOUM- 2. BARBAR 
- 3. F ACHOUDA - 4. F AZO-
GLOV 5. GADAREF 
6. KARKOEF - 7. MOUSSALA
MIA - 8. SENNAR - 9. BAR
BARA- 10. HARAR- 11. ZEI
LA-

In 1885, the following offices 
are opened : 

1. ACHMOUN - 2 BAGOUR . 
- 3. BARRAGE. 4. BATRA -
5. BELCAS- 6. DALANGAT-
7. KOSSEIR- 8. NAGUILA. 

As a set-off, the Egyptian 
Sudan being evacuated, the fol
lowing offices are closed : 

1. MASSAOUA - 2. DONGO
LA - et en Egypte 3 . KAMOU
LA - 4. MECHTA. 

In 1886: 1. GAMALIA and 
2. DARAW are opened. 

In 1887 : 1. BOUCHE 
2. HAW AMDIA - 3. PORT
TEWFIK and 4. SALHIA are 
opened. 

Les Bureaux postaux sui
vants ont ete ouverts en 188':!: : 

1. ABOUXAH - 2. BIR
CHAMS - 3. EBCHA W AI -
4. EBNOUB - 5. EDFINA -
6. FARASCOUR - 7. GAFARIA 
- 8. HOMRAN - 9. KAMOULA 

10. KASR-WEL-SAYAD -
11. MAHSAMA - 12. MECHT A 
- 13. MELIG- 14. MINAT-EL
BASSAL - 15. NEKLA 
16. RAMLE (MOUSTAFA) -
17. RAS-EL-TIN. 

Par contre, suite au mouvement 
mahdiste au Soudan, les bureaux 
suivants sont fermes : 

1. KHARTOUM- 2. BARBAR 
- 3. FACHOUDA - 4. FAZO-
GLOV 5. GADAREF 
6. KARKOEF - 7. MOUSSALA
MIA - 8. SENNAR - 9. BAR
BARA- 10. HARAR- 11. ZEI
LA-

En 1885, les bureaux suivants 
sont ouverts : 

1. ACHMOUN - 2. BAGOUR 
- 3. BARRAGE. 4. BATRA-
5. BELCAS- 6. DALANGAT-
7. KOSSEIR- 8. NAGUILA. 

Par contre, le Soud~n Egyptien 
etant evacue, les bureaux sui
vants sont fermes : 

1. MASSAOUA - 2. DONGO
LA - et en Egypte 3. KAMOU
LA - 4. MECHTA. 

En 1886: 1. GAMALIA et 
2. DARA W sont ouverts. 

En 1887 : 1. BOUCHE 
2. HAWAMDIA - 3. PORT
TEWFIK et 4. SALHIA sont 
ouverts. 

" _l 
' 
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In 1888 : 1. ABOUSIR -
2. - BENI-HASSAN - 3. CHA
BLANGA - 4. DER MOES -
5. LAC ABOU-KIR are opened, 
whereas RAMLEH (Moustafa) is 
closed. 

Finally, in 1889 : 1. DABROUS
SA - 2. DJEBEL EL-TOR -
3. FAIED - 4. KAFR-EL-BA
TIKH - 5. KAHA - 6. MIT
GHAMR are opened. 

En 1888 : 1. ABOU SIR 
2. - BENI-HASSAN - 3. _CHA
BLANGA - 4. DER MOES -
5. LAC ABOU-KIR - sont ou
verts. Par contre RAMLE (Mous
tafa) est ferme. 

Enfin en 1889 : 1. DABROUS
SA - 2. DJEBEL-EL-TOR 
3. F AIED - 4. KAFR-EL-BA
TIKH - 5_ KAHA - 6. MIT
GHAMR son t ouverts. 

E xchange wanted with collectors in all Arabian countries. Send 
for beginning 30 or more different stamps from your country, only 
issues since 1966 cancelled . In exchange I send same value and quan
tity from West Germany. Later exchange on catalogue base by want
lists. Satisfaction guarantee. Correspondence in English. Understand 
also French. 

PHIL BOEHM, Mainkurstr. 35, D-6451 BISCHOFSHEIM, BRD, 
\iVest Germany. 

PHILATELISTS IN 100 countries are members of the 

CONCORDE CORRESPONDENCE CLUB (Details, LOP), 

38 PARKSIDE DRIVE, EDGWARE, MIDDX, ENGLAND. 



Some Miscellaneous Cancellations 

The classification of the postal markings of Egypt has been carried 
to an impressive degree of completeness by R. Seymour Blomfield, 
whose work has frequently been published in L'Orient Philatelique. 
Occasionally, however, odd markings turn up that do not fit the stan
dard types. These notes concern a few such examples. Perhaps the 
editor or a reader may be able to add some information about them. 

1. o straight-line marking, three lines, struck in purple rubber
stamp ink on the 1-p. postage due stamp of the 1889 issue, in
scribed in Italian. Why was the Italian language used so late ? 
What i:.; the full inscription ? 

2 3 4 

(purple ) 10 para 5 m. pink 5 P.T. 1874 

1 P.T. blue green 

2. a ·circular cancellation without date, struck in gray, with slight 
distortions of the type associated with rubber stamp. Could it 
be a fake? 

3. another circular cancellation apparently without da te, on a 5m. 
pink of 1922-3. Did the cancellation perhaps read "SURVEY 
OF EGYPT" ? Was it for some special type of use ? 

4. a portion of a circular cancellation, which may or may not have 
included a date, on a 5 p.t. of 1874; the letters are very clear, 
and the fourth letter is unquestionably an "Fn, but the sixth 
letter might be F, E, P, or R. Is it just a fake, or is it in some 
way connected with Suakim ? 

5. a cancellation in the form of a letter or numeral surrounded 
by curved bars, typical of those used by British post offices in 
the nineteenth century. Was it perhaps applied at a foreign 
port upon arrival ? Why was this obsolete cancellation used so 
late ? (the stamp is of the 1914 issue). 
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5 6 7 

2 m. green (blue ) 1 P.T. blue 

1 P.T. blue 

6. a portion of what appears to be a rectangular cancellation, 
struck in dull blue on a 1 p.t. official stamp of the 1907 issue. 

7. a black inscription "AND OFFICIA" applied in addition to the 
normal circular cancellation be a 1-p.t. blue of the 1884 issue 
(discovered by Gino Piperno). Was this perhaps a "tie-print" 
applied by the sender to insure that the stamps would not be 
removed by a dishonest messenger ? 

In a different category is the cancellation on the KASSALA inter
postal seal. It is clearly KHARTOUM, dated 1881, but it is not the 
same as the known cancellation of Khartoum in Type VIII current at 
that time. The fact that the town name appears at the top in both 
languages implies that the lower part of the cancellation had some~ 

thing else in it, probably RECOMMANDEES; unfortunately, only 
small fragments of the lower inscription are visible. Can any reader 
tell u s about the missing part ? 

PeteT Smith 

Mr. John Revell, th e Society's r epresentative m Eng

land (135, Cr omwelJ Road, Whitstable, Kent, England) 

would like to buy, beg, borrow, an example of the 1923-24 

King Fouad composite booklet for r esearch detai ls. 

Ov,·ner of thi s bo.okl et will kindl y contact hi i11. 



THE SALE OF THE "ALEXANDRIA" COLLECTION 

OF LEVANT 

Pete1· A. S. Smith 

On October the tenth, 1969, a collection of Le1'ant postal history 
material known as the "Alexandria" collection was sold at an auction 
conducted jointly by Urs Peter Kaufmann, of Basel, and Robson Lowe 
Ltd., of London. The auction was held in Basel, and the catalogue, 
which was lavishly illustrated with colored reproductions of many of 
the important pieces, was written in both English and French. With 
664 lots and 136 pages, it is a publication of permanent reference value. 
This review of the sale will concentrate on those items of most impor
tance to Egyptian philately. 

The collection consisted of a section of "Illyria", largely the Balkan 
Peninsula with Bulgaria, and the various Consular Post Offices operated 
.throughout the eastern Mediterranean by the Governments of Austria, 
France, Italy, Russia, and Egypt. Perhaps the col:lection also contained 
sections of the British and Greek post offices, but these were not in
cluded in this sale. Most of the items were covers, and most covers and 
.stamps were in the "used abroad" category. The estimated prices print
ed in the catalogue were on the whole rather high, often unrealistically 
so for those lots consisting only of stamps off cover. This judgement 
is demonstrated by the high proportion of lots that were not sold be
-cause the bidding did not reach the reserves (commoniy about half the 
estimate). Nevertheless, some lots exceeded estimate considerably. 

The Austrian post office in A:Jexandria was represented by many 
covers franked with stamps of Austrian Italy, among which may be 
:mentior.ed one franked with two copies of the 2 soldi of 1863, cancelled 
in blue. It was estimated at SF800, and sold for SF 1320 (in quoting 
realizations, I have added the 10 o/o commission charged to the buyer). 
The explanation for this unusual rate is not clear ; unfortunately, the 
illustrations of many of the covers were severely cut down so as to show 
only the stamps and cancellation, and the descriptions often omitted 
giving the destination. The pri-ce realized is remarkable ; it corres
ponds to about US$325, or LE 141 (the rates of exchange are SF 100 
= $24 = £10 Sterling). 

The Austrian section brought one of the highest realizations of the 
sale, in the form of the beautiful block of four of the 3 soldi of 1863 
cancelled by a clear central strike of the ALEXANDRIE circular date 
stamp. The estimate of SF 15,000 was not quite reached at SF 13,200, 
but even so, this is a fantastic sum to most stamp collectors ! Lot 2624 
has a special point of interest. It was described as "1866 registered 
entire letter to Vienna bearing 1864 10 sld. pair sharing 'ALEXAN-
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DRIEN/RECOM.' c.d.s., good strike". The realization was SF 1210, 
compared to the estimate of only SF ~3-5o. - -The '·ctescription exactly mat
ches that of lot No. 10 in the sale of t he Hinde coTlection in London in 
1957, except that then it was mentioned that a third 10-s. stamp had 
been removed from the reverse. Were they the same cover ? At any 
rate, the 1957 realization was £ 5.10 ; thus, comparing in dollars and al
lowing for the 1957 value of the pound ($ 2.80), we have $ 15 in 1957, 
$ 300 in 1969. Even later covers did well; an 1872 entire franked with 
Austrian Levant 5 s. and 10 s . to Vienna brought SF 297, compared 
to est. SF 200. 

The cancellation of the Austrian post office in Port Said is well 
known to be exceptionally rare, and it is very infrequently that exam
ples come up for auction. This sale contained three lots . One was a 
cover franked with Austrian Levant 2 s. and 3 s ., addressed to Syra, 
where a Greek 10-lepton stamp was applied as postage due. The cover 
was partly cut down, and the 3-s. stamp was damaged, but the estimate 
was nevertheless SF 3500. It does not surprise me that the bidding 
did not reach the reserve, and the lot was not sold. The second lot con
sisted of the 5 s. and 10 s. tied together on small piece by a complete 
strike of the tiny "PORTO SAIDj EGYPTEN" c.d.s. in blue. The esti
mate of SF 1000 was considerably exceeded at SF 1540 ! The third lot 
contained the same two stamps, but only the 10 s. was on piece, and 
the strikes were nearly complete . The estimate was SF 600, and the 
realization SF 770. I would have judged the lots to be of equal value 
(the second lot, it should be noted, had two impressions of the rare 
c.d.s.), and the two-to-one ratio of the realizations puzzles me. Perhaps 
it was the result of the fact that the more expensive lot was illustrated 
in color. The 10 s . of the third lot, by the way, was sold in the auction 
of the Cicurel collection in London in 1961 for £ 21. To compare the 
price, the 1969 lot sold for $ 187 for two stamps, and the 1961 lot sold 
for $59. 

The section for Egyptian post offices abroad contained 35 lots, of 
which 9 were not sold (two of these were withdrawn). Lot 2715 was 
an envelope mailed in February, 1866, in Constantinople to Richard 
Abbott at Shepheard's Hotel in Cairo, and franked by a pair of the 
2 P.T. of the First Issue. The estimate was SF 1400, but evidently the 
reserve was not reached, for it was not sold . The high rate is interest
ing, but at that time the weight for a single-rate letter was very low, 
so that several sheets of paper in the envelope might have been enough 
to account for the double rate. Another cover addressed to Richard 
Abbott from Constant inople is also known; it, too, is an envelope 
(unusual in those days), but was addressed to him at Alexandria. It is 
franked by a single 5 P.T. stamp. Lot 2716 was a very neat cover sent 
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from Cos'poli to Smyrna, franked with a strip of three of the 1 P .T. 
First Issue: . It was estimated at SF 500 and sold for SF 550. This 
cover was lot No. 944 in the Byam sale in 1961, where it was so'ld for 
£ 34 to the Swiss dealer Kottelat. The prices may be compared in dol
lars: $95 in 1961 , $ 135 in 1969. The COSTANTINOPOLI cancellation 
is, of course, fairly common on loose stamps, and so does not command 
a large premium except on the First Issue. A selection of 21 loose 
stamps, 1866 to 1879, was estimated at SF 200, and brought SF 132, 
about right, and probably not much more than the value of the same 
stamps cancelled at, say, Suez. A single 5 P.T. of 1867 sold for SF 220, 
perhaps twice the value of a fine specimen cancelled in Egypt. 

Lot 2722 was another item from the Byam collection. It was a 
nearly complete entire franked by the 1 P.T. of 1872 cancelled by a 
very dear strike of the rare POSTE EGIZIANE/ DARDANELLI c.d.s. 
Only the stamp was illustrated, and this time it was not mentioned that 
the date had been officially altered in manuscript. The estimate of SF 
600 was exceeded by the realization of SF 825 ; in 1961 this cover was 
bought by Kottelat for £ 52.10. The prices may be compared in dollars : 
$ 150 in 1961, $ 200 in 1969. 

Still another item from the Byam sale is a cover from Cos'poli to 
Alexandria in November, 1866, franked by a pair of the 20 para First 
Issue . The stamps and some surrounding paper had been cut out at one 
time, but then restored to the cover very neat ly, so that it does not ap
preciably detract from the value. It was estimated at SF 850, but did 
not sell. At the Byam sale (lot No. 943) , it was sold to Kottelat for £ 80, 
a little more than the 1969 estimate. 

The most valuable Egyptian item in this sale was a cover sent from 
GEDDA in 1870, franked by the 2 P .T. and 5 P .T. of the Second Issue. 
Unfortunately, only the stamps were illustrated, and the catalogue does 
not tell us the destination. The estimate of SF 6000 is a lot of money, 
and the bidding did not reach the r eserve. This cover appeared in the 
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infamous Shanahan auctions in 1959; at which time it was estimated 
at £ 125, only one-fourth as much. I do not believe it was sold at the 
time, and it may have been sold later at the dispersal of the Shana)J.an 
holdings after the bankruptcy of t he firm. There cannot be many 
covers bearing t he 5 P.T. value, regardless of the place of use, and this 
cover may be unique. 

Ther e were two covers with the 1879 De La Rue issue used from 
Gedda . One of them, franked by a pair of the 20 para and cancelled 
with the Type IV date stamp (POSTE KHEDEUIE EGIZIANE/ GED
DA) was estimated at SF 400 and sold for SF 357.5. The other cover 
was franked with the 1 P.T., but was cancelled by the very much rarer 
Type VIII date stamp (bilingual, "DJEDDAH"). It was estimated at 
only SF 300, but sold for SF 412.5. Only one other cover with this can
cellation is known to me ; it was in the Byam sale, where it brought 
£40. 

- ' 
' 

. '' 

The sole example of the Egyptian P. 0. at Rhodes in this sale was 
a pair of the 1 P.T: of_. 1872 -cancelled with one strike of the Egyptian 
RODI c.d.s. (not illustrated, and type not stated). It realized SF 330, 
against an estimate of SF 400. This price is consistent with the value 
of £ 22 to t 30 assigned by the late Simon Tchilinghirian in "Stamps 
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of Italy Used Abroad". (I thought these prices ridiculously high at 
the time !) 

Lot 2735 consisted of the 5 para and 10 para of the Second Issue 
cancelled on piece with what was purported to be the c.d .s. of the 
Egyptian P. 0. at Thessalonika . Fortunately, the lot was illustrated, 
and it could be seen at ' once that it was a forgery, with the spelling 
"SALONICCA", instead of the genuine "SALONICCHI" (which has 
also been forged ! ) This lot was withdrawn. 

There were four lots of Smyrna. The most interesting consisted 
of a cover sent in October, 1866, to Beirut, franked by a 1 P.T. of the 
First Issue. The estimate was SF 500, and it realized Sl<' 440. The 
remarkable aspect is that the destination was not a place served by the 
Egyptian Postal Service at that time. Presumably the Egyptian stamp 
prepaid the letter only to Alexandria or Port Said, whence it must have 
been carried by a different postal service. Unfortunately, only the 
stamp is illustrated, and the describer gave no details. A lot of ioose 
stamps cancelled SMIRNE, eight of them, including the 2 P .T. 1866, 
sold for SF 250 against an estimated SF 150. This is one of the cases 
where loose stamps made more than the estimate ; it seems rather high , 
but then, a First Issue stamp other than the 1 P.T. must be rare used 
in Smirne. Two 1875 covers from Smirne realized SF 308 and SF 286, 
respectively. 

Lot 2740 was a general lot of 23 loose Egyptian stamps used in 
t he Sudan, including two examples of the rare intaglio seal postmarks. 
One of these was illustrated - the seal of Suakin, on a 1 P.T. 1872. 
Tliere were also four examples of the Kassala c.d.s., which is rare, and 
ten examples of Barbar, also rare. The estimate of SF 1000 was exceed
ed by the rea'lization of SF 1320, a very strong showing. The lot 
also contained one example of DONGOLA, which the auctioneers kindly 
told me was the later, commoner type with DONGOLA at the top and 
Arabic at the bottom, rather than the very rar:e Type V-5 c.d.s . with 
"POSTE EGIZIANE" at the top. The following lot contained eleven 
items with MASSA W A cancellations, from 1872 to 1882, and including 
a nice block of four of the 5 para of 1875. Again the estimate (SF 500) 
was exceeded, and the lot brought SF 880. 

A lot of thirteen Egyptian stamps with cancellations of places along 
the Suez Canal was estimated at SF 3000, .which left me flabbergasted! 
I am not at all surprised that it was not sold for failure te> r each the 
reserve. Nine of the stamps had the "CANAL DE SUEZ" c.d .s.' o~\ 
CHANTIER VI or KIL 83, two had Chantier VI and date in manuscripY 
and one each had the normal Government P. 0. date stamps of Ser / 
peum and El Ghirs. / 

Lot 2745 was a controversial item. It was described as "1866 _.-!1-

_/ 

/ 
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tire from Alexandria to Malta bearing· Egyptian 2 pi. yellow showing 
English P. 0. ·c.d.s. of Alexandria and 'POSTED AFTER DEPARTURE/ 
OF PACKET' , fine ." The estimate was SF 750. The illustration 
showed additionally that the cover bore a large 5 in manuscript, and 
t hat the stamp was cancelled by the Type Ill date stamp reading V. R. 
POST E EG IZIANE/ ALESSANDRYA. To me, this at once damned 
the cover, for this date stamp could not have been used legitimately on 
a First Issue stamp ; the Type Ill cancellations were not introduced 
until late in 1869. Further!llore, the First Issue of Egypt was only 
valid within the ~gyptian p·ostal system, and had no fran king power 
to Malta. The Egyptian stamp was evidently added to an otherwise 
genuine cover, in order to increase its value, and was then provided 
with a forged Egyptian postmark. The original cover may have been 
franked with a British stamp, subsequently removed, or it may have 
been sent stampless, which wo{ild a~count for the manuscript "5" as 
a due marking. The lot was withdrawn, and I understand that it was 
later sold privately to a buyer who was made aware of its qnestionable 
nature. 

The last Egyptian lot consisted of three -covers and 17 loose stamps, 
all bearing the rare UFFIZIO NATANTE c.d.s.; the covers and 13 of 
the stamps were inscribed ALES., and only four of the stamps were 
inscribed COSP., which bears out the general experience th at COSP. 
is the rarer. This lot was es timated at SF 2000, and realized SF 2420. 
Several of the stamps were illustrated, but none of th e covers, an omis
sion that I cannot understand. Covers with these cancellations are so 
rare that no others have been offered at auction, insofar as I am aware, 
for the last twenty years, and neither th e Byam nor the H inde collec
tion ·contained any. One of the three covers was franked by a pair of 
the 10 para Third Issue, not tied ; it was sold in the Cicurel sale in 
London in 1861 for £ 36, and is illustrated in that catalog. The pur
chaser of the present lot has kindly informed me that he _iudges this 
cover tc be a forgery, for the date on the stamps is inconsis tent with 
the date of the backstamp, and, of course, a rate of 20 para cann ot be 
accounted for. Furthermore, the stamps cover up another, smudgy 
cancellation. That leaves two other covers. Both are from the same 
correspondence, and w en t to Cos'poli ; both the same franking : three 
copies of the 1 P .T. of 1874-5. Are these the only UFFIZIO NATANTE 
covers known ? 

Before leaving the Egyptian section, it is interesting to take note 
of what was n ot represented in this collection. Most of the ra rer offi.ces 
are absent (Galipoli, Vo'lo, Cavala, Lagos, Leros, T enedos, Mersina, 
Latakia, Tripoli, Jaffa) , which is not totally surprising, and more firmly 
establishes the rarity of these offices. However, Bairout is missing 
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also, in spite of tbe fa ct tbat it is by no means rare. Furthermore, the 
Sudan group did not include Wadi Halfa or Kbartoum, and the former 
is one of tbe commonest of the territorial postmarks. 

The French Post Office section of this sale did not include anything 
really exceptional. There was an 1S67 cover from Port Said, franked 
40c., estimated at SF 300, and whicb sold for SF 495. Tbis is a strong 
price, although it must be conceded that Port Said covers are enor
mously scarcer than those from Alexandria. A lot of seven French 
stamps, five of wbich were the "peace & Commerce" types, all cancel
led at Port Said, was estimated at SF 375, wbich I regard as simply 
silly. Tbe bidders evidently thought so, too, and tbe lot did not sell. 

There were no French Suez items at all, on or off cover. Tbey 
are, of course, quite rare, much more so than Port Said. Alexandria 
was represented by a group of covers, and four lots of loose stamps . 
The latter were greatly over-valued, and only one of them was sold. The 
best cover was one sent in 1S71 franked by tbe 40c. and SOc. of the 
Bordeaux issue. It was estimated at SF 1200, and brought SF 1100. 

The Italian section was well represented, and included both a cover 
and loose stamps of Sardinia used in Alexandria. The cover was franked 
by three SO-c. stamps, cancelled by tbe boxed PIROSCAFI POST ALI 
INGLESI marking. Bidding did not r each the reserve (estimate SF 
SOOO). The loose stamps (two 10c. and one SOc.) realized SF 275, over 
tbe estimate of SF 200. Lot 3021 was an 1S64 cover to Florence franked 
by Italian 40-v. and 60-c. (2) stamps, cancelled by boxed P IROSCAFI 
POSTALI FRANCESI. The usual cancellation at tba t time was 
P IROSCAFI POST ALl IT ALIANI ; carriage by tbe French service 
is reflected in the high rate (60c. was normal). This cover was esti
mated at SF 1000, and realized SF 605, wbich is probably reasonably 
low. Another cover worthy of note is lot 3024. It was sent in 1S65 
fro m CP..iro to Florence, and began its journey in tbe Egyptian Post in 
the very sbort-lived pre-stamp period, showing the Egyptian Type I 
c.d:s. as evidence. An Italian 60-c. stamp car ried it onward from Alex
andria. This cover was a bargain to tbe buyer at SF 440 (estimate SF 
600). 

Lot 3025 was quite unusual. It was a registered cover from Cairo 
to Messina, and was franked only by a strip of tbree of the 1 P .T. First 
Issue - no Ital ian stamps. Besides two different boxed registry mark
ings (RACCOMANDATE and RACCOMANDATO ), the cover bears the 
"keybole" registry date stamp of the Italian P. 0. at Alexandria. 
~lthough there are many manuscript markings on the cover, none of 
them appear to be due markings. 
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There were several mixed-franking -covers in the Italian section. 
One of the nicest is lot 3026, an 1869 cover from Cairo to Livorno, franked 
with Italy 40c. and 1 P.T. Second Issue. What makes it especially 
good is that the Egyptian stamp is canceiled with the rare Type II date 
stamp, r eading "(REGIE) POSTE EGIZIANE". It r ealized SF 990, 
against an estimate of SF 1000. L astly, lot 3039 -contained a h idden, 
unrecognized rarity - a cover w ith Italian "ESTERO" stamps of the 
1881-3 issue. The lo t consisted of four covers altogether, and realized 
SF 275, against an estimate of SF 400. This late issue of ESTERO 
stamps saw very little use in Egypt, since by that time the Itahan P. 0. 
had only a small business. 

This review closes with the section on the Russian P. 0., one of 
the really scarce ones. There were several examples of the classic im
perforate stamps of Russian Levan t . Lot 3060 was a block of six of the 
1865 2k., cancelled with three strikes of the "785" numeral of Alex
andria (although this important fact was not noted in the description) .. 
It was estimated at SF 1000, but r ea'J ized SF 1650. This lovely block 
was sold in 1961 in the Cicurel sale in London for i 27 ; the prices may 
be compared in dollars: $75 in 1961, $ 400 in 1969. A strip of three 
of the 20 k . of 1865 with the same cancellation sold for SF 825 (esti
mate SF 500), and a pair that appeared to have the same cancellation 
(not clear) r ealized SF 495 (est. SF 350) . 

An excit ing item was 'lot 3068, a cover from Marseilles to Aleppo 
in 1863, which passed through the Russian P. 0. at Alexandr ia and there 
r eceived the very rare marking in French "COMPAGNl E RUSSE/ 
ALEXANDRIE d'Egypte" and date, in three lines. It fetched SF 3080 
(est. SF 2000). Another cover, from Marseilles to Alexandretta in 1863, 
bearing the c.d.s . PORT ALEKSANDRIYA of the Russian P . 0., in the 
sam~ lot with two loose stamps cancelled "785", w ent for SF 1100, 
more than twice the estimate of SF 400. 

The last Egyptian item in this sale to be mentioned is a stampless 
cover bearing the double-lined oval frank inscribed "PIROSCAFI DI 
PIRI OTTOMANI/ ALESSANDRIA", with "P. P." in the center. This 
steamship company marking from the Alexandria agency is a great 
rarity, bu t only r ecently have such things been appreciated. This lot 
realized SF 2090, against an estimate of SF 2000. In 1957, :::. very simi
lar example was sold in the auction of the Hinde collection (lot 421) ; 
it realized only £ 9.10! Compared in dollars, the prices are 1975, $27; 
1969, $ 500. An example, possibly the same one sold in the Hinde sale, 
was auctioned in 1962 in the aftermath of the Byam sale, and realized 
abou t the same amount as in 1957. 
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The collector who formed this fascinating collection wa:s a real 
connoisseur, ·and hi s collection must bave given bim a greaT deal of 
pleasure . Most of tbe items in it are of the type tha t can only be ob
ta ined by diligent and patient searching, and it must bave taken seve
ral decades to build up such an impressive holding. It is also clear 
that this type of classic material is a good investment - or, at least, 
it has been. vVil'l its value continue to rise as rapidly in ibe next twenty 
years? 

A rare postal marking, in a type unique to Scibin el Com, was re
ported in L'O.P. first by R. S. Blomfield in J anuary, 1953 (p. 18) . This 
r eport was followed in April, 1955, by a detailed artide by Bruno Bar
gigli. Tbis cancellation , designated Type 1-4, has up to now been seen 
with dates from Oct. 3rd, 1870, to June 6th, 1875, but it is so scarce that 
many collectors have never seen an example, and have expressed scep
ticism as to tbe existence of it ! For tbe record, bere is an illustration of 
an example on cover, franked with a 2-P.T. Third Issue stamp, ad
dressed to Cairo, and dated 31 Marz 74. I hope that tbis illustration 
will convince everyone that tbis postmark is not a myth ! 

P. A. S. Smith 



NEW ISSUES 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS 

MILLENARY OF CAIRO (A SET OF 6 
STAMPS & A SOUVENIR SHEET) 

CAIRO ASBECTS 

Date of issue 23, July, 1969 . 

Denomination: lO mills. (3 Stamps) 

Design Gate El Fetouh. 
Azhar Mosque, Citadel 

Dimension 42 X 25 mm. 

Perforation : 11,5. 

Sheet : 50 stamps (5 X 10) 

Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 

Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" in 
U.AR. 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

500,000 sets. 

CAIRO MUSEUMS 

Date of issue : 23 , July, 1969. 

Denomingtion : 20 mills (3 Stamps) 
Desig n 

Dimension 
Perforation 
Sheet 
Watermark 
Printing 

Control No. 

Q ua n ti ty 

2 statues from the Ancient 
Egyptian Reign; glass 
vase from the Fatimist 
"Reig n, decorations from 
the Coptic Reign. 

: 61 X 28 mm. 
: 11,5. 

: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Multiple Eagle. 
Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" in 
U.AR. 
Date of issue and serial 
number. 
500,000 sets . 

HOUVEAUTES 
TIMBRES COMMEMORA TIFS 

MILLENAIRE DU CAIRE (SERIE DE 
6 TIMBRES ET UN FEUILLET) 

SITES DU CAIRE 

Date d'emission : 23 Ju illet 1969. 

Valeur 10 m. (3 fig urines). 
Dessin Conciergerie El Fetouh, 

Mosquee de l 'Azhar, 
citadelle. 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feu illet 
Filig rane 
Impression 

4'2 X 25 mm. 
11,5 . 

50 timbres (5 X 10) . 
Aig le repete. 

: Rotog ravure par "Les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga

nisme des Pastes.» de 
la R.AU. 

No. de Controle : Date d'impression et 
numero d'ordre . 

Tirage 500.000 Series. 

MUSEES DU CAIRE 

Date d'emission: 23 Juillet 1969. 
Valeur 
Dessins 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuillet 
Filigrane 
Impression 

: 20 m (3 figurines). 
: 2 statues de !'Ancien 
Regne Egyptien, V u~e 
en verre de l'Epoque 
Fatimite , decorations de 
l'Epoque Copte (20 m.) 
61 X 28 mm . 

: 11,5. 

: 50 (5 X 10). 

: Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par J'Jm
primerie cie l'Org anisme 
des Pastes de la R.A .U. 

No . de Controle : Date d'impression et 
n umero d'ordre. 

Tirag e : 500.000 Series. 
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SHEET 

Date of issue 23, July, 1969. 

Denomination : (80 m.) I Sheet rejoins 
4 stamps of 20 m. 

Design 

Demension 
Perforation 
Watermark 
Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Golden jewels 
Fatimist Reign. 

vase from the 
Reign, Islamic 
piece of money 

from the Cop tic 

128 X 70 mm. 
11,5. 

from the 
Copper 

Memlouk 
ancient 

and dish 
Museum. 

Multiple Eagle. 
Rotog ravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

100.000 Sheet. 

"When a capital city reaches its 
thousandth year of life and growth, it 

is surely time to take stock of past 
achievements and future aspirations. 

The thousand years of Cairo have pro
vided civilisation with an immense fund 
of artistic creation, moral speculatiin and 
the sheer richness of the experience of 
living in an expanding me tropolis. We, 
in the UAR Ministry of Culture, could not 
Je t this occasion pass without marking 

FEUILLET 

Date d'emission: 23 Jui!Iet 1969. 
Valeur (80 m) 1 Feui!Iet reunis

sant 4 timbres de 20 m. 

Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Bijoux en or de l'Epoque 
Fatimite, Vase en Cuivre 
de l'Epoque Memlouk, 
Piece de monnaie anti
que Islamique et ?!at 

du Musee Copte. 
128 X 70 mm . 
11,5. 
Aigle repete . 
Rotogravure par l'Im
primerie de l'Organisme 
des Posies de la R A.U .. 

No. de Contr6le : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre . 
100,000 Feuillets . 

«Mi!Ie ans de floraison est un bail qui 
compte dans I'histoire d'une capitale 
quelle qu'elle soil. I! nous invite pour 
le moins a nous faire une idee des 
realisations de celle-ci, de ses projets 
et de ses aspirations. Mille ans pendant 
lesquels Le Caire a contribue a doter la 
civilisation d'un lot considerable de 
creations ortistiques et de preceptes mo
raux, ainsi qu'a intensifier, en l'appro

fondissant, !'experience de la vie. 
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it with our quest for the particular sig

nificance of Cairo in the world and with 

our tribute to the tradition and beauty 

born in its high places. 

No doub t the millenary of Cairo will 

be emphasized and much commented 

upon throughout 1969, but the Ministry 

of Culture is convinced that it has a 

special call to draw world-wide attention 

to the city as a true example of a place 

that has both g enerated and absorbed 

some of the mos t highly valued cons

tituents of Man's cultural inheritance. 

No characterless conurba tion, thrown 

together mere ly by chance of necessity, 

Cairo from its very fo undation has al

ways been a model of the 'conscious' 

city, created and developped to serve the 

complex needs and aspirations of human 

society". 

The Postal Organisation has released 

this set of commemorative stamps to ce

lebrate "The Millenary of Cairo, 969 -

1969". 

Le Ministere de la Culture de la Re
publique Arabe Unie se doit de saisir 
cette occasion pour montrer ce que le 
Caire represente par rapport au monde, 
son role au service des traditions, !'at
trait de ses monuments et de ses sites. 
Un tel evenement sollicitera - comment 

en douter ? - l'interet d e s ecrivains, 
des historiens et des commentateurs. 
Mais le Ministere de la Culture ne se 
cro it pas dispense pour autant d'attirer 
les regards du monde entier sur cette 
capitale rare endroit q ui ait ete capable 
d' inventer ou plut6t d'assimiler nombre 
des plus precieuses composantes du 
patrimoine de l'humanite. 

Le Caire n'a jamais fait figure de ville 
sans caracteres specifiques. I! a tou
jours ete, au contraire, a peine posee 
la premiere pierre d e son premier edifice, 
le modele d e la cite consciente don! la 
creation, le developpement et J'epanouis
sement etaient deliberement destines a 
repondre aux multiples exigences de ses 
habitants et a leurs non mains nom
b reux espoirs». 

L'Organisme des Pastes de la R. A. U. 
a emis cette serie commemorative pour 
cele brer le Mille na ire du Caire 969 ~ 
1969. 
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AFRICAN. DEVELOPMENT BANK 

Date of issue: 10 September, 1969•. 

Denomination : 20 Mills . 
Design The emblem of the Bank. 

Dimension 

Perforation 11.5. 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

C ontrol No. 

Quantity 

50 stamps (10 X 5). 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotog ravure "Postal Orga
nisation Pr inting House" 

Date of issue and serial 

n umber. 

l ,500,000 stamps. 

This stamp is issued in response to 
the desire of the African Development 
Bank on the occasion of its 5th anniver

sary (4 I 9 I 1969). 

Created by the African Countries, this 
pure african foundation aims at streng
thening the economical cooperation bet
ween the member Countries for the de

velopment of the Continent 

The member Countries of the Bank are 

31 having at their head the UAR. 

HONORING GANDHI CENTENARY 

Date of issue : 10 September, 1969. 

Denomination : 80 Mills (Airmail). 

Design Effigy of Ghandi Emblems 
of India and U.AH. 

Dimension 25 X 4'2 mm. 

Perforation : H .S. 

BAJIJQUE AFRICAINE 
DE DEVELOPPEMENT 

Dated' emission : lQ. Septembre, 1969. 

Valeur 20 m. 
Dessin 
Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 

Embleme de la Banque. 

25 X 42 mm. 
11,5. 
50 timbres (10 X 5). 

Filigrane Aigle repete. 
Impression Rotogravure par "les 

lmprimeries de l'Orga
nisme des Postes de la 
RAU." 

No. de Contr6le Date d'impression et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 1.500 .000 timbres. 

Deferan t au desir de la Banque Afri 
caine de Developpement, J'Organisme 
des Postes de la RAU erne! ce timbre, 
a !'occasion de son 5eme anniversaire 
(419/-1969) 

Creee par les Pays africains, cette pure 
ins titution af ricaine a pour but de res
serrer la cooperation economique entre 
les Pays-membres afin de developper le 
Continent 

Les Pays-membres de la Banque sont 
a u nombre de 31 ayant a leur tete la 
RAU. 

CENrTENAIRE DE LA NAISSANCE 
DE GANDHI 

Date d 'emission : 10 Septembre, 1'969·. 
Vale u r 80 m. (Par Avion). 

Des sin 

Format 
Dentelure 

'Effigie de Gandhi sur
montee des emblemes 
de l'lnde et d~ la H.A .U. 
Z5 X 42 mm . 
n ,5. 
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Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

50 stamps (lU X 5). 

Multiple · Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

300,000. 

The year October 1968 to October 

l 969 has been designated by the Go

vernment of India as Gandhi Centenary. 

Gandhi was born on 2nd October, 

1869 and died on 30th January, 1948. 

The Postal Organisation in United 

Arab Republic has decided to issue a 

commemorative stamp to participate in 

this occasion. 

IMCO 

Date of issue: 24 October, 1969·. 
Denomination : 20 Mills. 
Design Pharaonic Boat bearing 

the emblem of "JMCO" 
and that of "UN". 

Dimension 42 X 25 mm. 
Perforation 11.5. 
Sheet 50 stamps (.S X 10) 
Watermark Multiple Eagle. 
Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga-

nisation Printing House'· . 

U.A.R. 
Con!:rol No. Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity I ,000,000, 

Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

50 ti.mbres. (10 X 5) . 
Aig le repete. 
Rotogravure par "les 
Jmprimeries de l'Orga
nisme des Posies de la 
R.A.U." 

No. de Contr6le Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
n umero d'ordre. 
300.000. 

Le Gouvernement lndien a decide de 
commemorer le Centenaire de la nais
sance de Gandhi au cours d'un an a 
partir d'octobre !968 jusqu'a OctoJbre 
1969. 

Gandhi naquit le 2 Oc•obre 1869 et 
mourut le 30 Janvier I 948. 

L'Organisme des Posies de la Repu
blique Arabe Unie a decide d'emettre un 
timbre commemoratif pour celebrer cette 
occasion. 

IMCO 

Date d'emission: 24 Octobre 19"-9. 
Valeur. 20 m, 

Format 
Dentelure 
feuille 
filigrane 
Impression 

Bateau pharaon.-:rue por
tant l'embleme de !'"!M
CO" et celui des N.U. 

..... ~:?!42 X 25 mm. 
11,5 . 
so- timbres (5 X 10). 
Aigle repete . 

: Rotogravure par "les 
l.rnprimeries de l'Orga
nisme des Posies de la 
R.A.U." 

No:'d~ Contr6le : . bi:tt~ d 'impression e t 

Tirage 
numero d 'ordre. 

: 1.000.000, 
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UNRWA 

Date of issue : 24 October, 1969•. 

Denomination : 30 + 10 Mills. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Family of refugees and 
the " UNR'JiT A" emblem. 

40 X 40 mm . 

11,5. 

35 stamps (5 X 7) . 

Multiple Ea g le . 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga
n isation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Control No . . Date of issue and serial 

Quantity 

number. 

250,000. 

MONUMENTS OF 
NUBIA- PHILAE 

Date of issue: 24 Octobe r, 1969. 
Denomination : 55 Mills. 
Design Philae Temple partially 

subm_erged . 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

4 X 4 cm. 

11,5. 

35 stamps (7 X 5). 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotog ravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
n umber. 

500,000 . 

·uNRWA -

Dated' emission : 24 Octobre 1969. 
Va leur 30 + 10 mills . 
·Dession 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Une famille des refugies 
et J'embleme de 1"'UN
RWA"_ 

40 X 40 mm . 
11.5. 
35 timbres (5 X 7) . 
Ai gle repete . 
Rotog ravure par "les 
Imprimeries de J'O rg a 
nisme des Pos ies de la 
RA.U." 

No. de Contr01e Date d'impression ~- t 

Tirag e 

n umero d'ordre. 

250.000 . 

MONUME.NTS DU 
TEMPLE DE, PHILAE 

Date d'emission: 24 Octob re 1969. 
Valeur : 55 Mills. 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

: Le Temple d e Philae 
partiellement submerg e. 
4 X 4 cm. 
11,5. 
35 timbres (7 X 5) . 
Aigle repete . 

: Rotogravure par ".les 
Imprimeries de l'Org.:x• 
nisme des Posies de ia 
RA.U." 

No. de Con tr6le Date d 'impression et 
numero d 1ordre. 

Tirage : 500.000. · 
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ABOU SIMBEL TEMPLE: 

Date of issue: 24 October, 1969. 
Denomination : 5 Mills . 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

King & Queen coloured 
effigy at the interior ol 
the temple. 

25 X 42 mm. 
11,5. 

50 stamps (10 X 5) . 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 
in U.A.R. 

Date of is~>.te and serial 
number. 
l ,000,000. 

UN'S DAY 

The United Nations came into being 
on October, 24, 1945. It is not a supra -
state . It does not legislate. It does, 
however, provide the machinery for mem
ber states to cooperate in an organisa
tion for sovereign nations. 

The United Nations, moreover, is the 
one meeting place ~here the represen
tatives of all member nations, the g reat 
and the small , the rich and the poor, the 
strong and th e weak, spokesmen for all 
political views, social systems and cu l
tures are free ly h eard. 

TEMPLE D'ABOU SIMBEL 

Date d' emission : 24 Octobre 1969. 
Valeur 5 mills. 
Dession 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

: Effigie a !'in terieur du 
Temple representant le 

Roi et la 'Reine. 
25 X 42 mm. 
11,5 . 
50 timbres (10 X 5). 
Aig1e repete. 
Rotogravure par "les 

!mprimeries de J'Orga
nisme des Postes d e la 
RA.U." 

No. de Contr61e Date d'impression et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 1.000.000. 

JOURNEE DES NATIONS UNIES 

Creee le 24 novembre 1945, !'Orga
nisation des Nations Unies ne constitue 
pas un Super-Eta! car el!e ne dispose 
d'aucun droit de legiferer, mais elle as
sure les moyens permettant aux Pays
membres de cooperer au sein d'une 
Organisation groupant des nations sou
veraines. 

En outre, · I'ONU est le seul siege ou se 
rencontrent des representants de tous les 
Pays-membres grands ou petits, riches 
ou pauvres, forts ou foibles en vue de 
d iscuter Ejn toute liberte les avis poli
tiq u es, l~s r$g iijles sociau x et les diffe
ren tes cu ltures. 
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SUEZ CANAL 

1869- 1969 

Date of issue: 15 November 1969'. 

Denomination : 20 m. 

Design : 2 maps, the first represents 
Africa, the second repre
sents the Suez Canal, the 
first ship having crossed 
the canal and the last 
which crossed in 1967. 

Dime.nsion &1 X 28 mm . 

Perforation 11,5. 

Sheet 5() s tamps (5 X 10). 

Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 
Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga

nisation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Control No. 

Quan tity 

Date of issue a nd serial 
number. 

1.500,000. 

THE SUEZ CANAL 

- The idea of joining the Mediterranea n 
and the Red Sea by a navigable 
w ate rway, through the Isthmus of 
Suez dates back to the era of the 
early 'Pharaohs, a bout forty centuries 
ago . 

- The first canal was, in fact, constructe d 
during the reig n of Senousre t Ill , 
Pharaoh of Eg ypt, 2000 years B. C. 

- This canal, often neg lected and left 
to fi ll up, was successive ly re -opened 
to navigation b y Darius I, Ptolemy 
!I, Emperor Trajan a nd the Caliph 
Omar Ibn El-Khattab a fter the Is lamic 
conquest. 

- The excavation of the present Canal 
w as begun on April 25, 1859. 

CANAL DE SUEZ 

1869- 1969 

Date d'emission: 10 Novembre 1'969. 
Valeur 20 m. 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure· 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Deux cartes, l'une repre
sente l' Afrique, ]'autre 
represe nte le Canal de 
Suez. Le premier navire 
a.y=t traverse le Ca
nal et le dernier qui 
l'a tra verse en 1'967, 

: 61 X 28 
: ll,S. 

: 50 timbres (5 X 10) . 
Aig!e n§pete. 

: Rotogravure par "les 
!mprimeries de !'Orga
nisme des Posies de la 
R.A.U." 

No. de Contr6le Date d 'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d 'ordre. 

: 1.500.000,. 

.l.,l./. 

...,.r'l~tu.:;v;_;;,.,/.;!j ~·r· 

LE CANAL D~ SUEZ 

- L'idee de relier la Mediterranee a 
la Mer Rouge par u n canal maritime, 
a trave rs l'Isthme de Suez, remonte 
a l'epoque des p re miers Pharaons, 
il y a 40 siecles. 

- Le p remier canal !ut construit e n viron 
2000 a ns avant Jesus-Chris t, sous le 
reg ne d e 'Senousret III, Pha raon 
d 'Egypte . 

- Plusieurs fois abandonne , ce canal 
!ut successivement remi.s en etat par 
Darius Ier, Ptoli§mee I!, J'Empereur 
Traj an et le Ca life Omar Ibn 
El-Khattab, apres la conquete isla 
miq ue . 

- Les travaux de creusement du Canal 
actuel commence rent le 25 Avri l 1859. 
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The 'Suez Canal was· officially opened 
to navigation ,on . the 17th of November 
1869. 
Influence of the Suez Canal on World 
.economy 

- The Suez Canal, sparing ships the 
necessity of making the round trip 
of .Africa, shortens by . about 40 % the 
distance between East and West. 

- Le Canal cl~ . Suez !ut - ouvert a la 
navigation le 17 novembre 1869. 
Apport du Canal de Suez a l'economie 
mondiale : 

- Le Ganal de Suez raccourcit de 40 % . 
environ les distances entre !'Orient 
et l'Occident, en evitae1l aux navires 
de faire le tour , de l'A!rique . 

• • • 

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
1919 REVOLUTION 

Date of issue: 15 November 1969. 

Denomination : '20 m. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No . 

Quantity 

Demonstration grouping 
the different masses of 
people, the lanner of the 
'Revolution and the Egypt
ian flag-. 

42 X 25 mm. 

11,5. 

50 stamps (5 X 10) . 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotog ravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

1.500,000. 

The UAR Postal Organisation issued 
this set of commemorative stamps on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 
1919 Revolution. 

CINQUANTENA1RE DE LA 

REVOLUTION DE 1919 

Date d'emission : 15· Novemb re 1969. 
Valeur 20 m . 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Fe u ille 
Filig rane 
Impression 

Une manifestation grou-
pant les differentes 
masses du peuple, 
l'etendard de la Revo
lution et le drapeau 
eg yptien . 
42 X 25 . 

: 11,5. 
: 50 timbres (5 X 10). 
: Aig le repete . 
: R'otogravure p ar "!es 

lmprimeries de I'Org a
nisme des Posies de la 
R.AU." 

No. de Controle : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 
1.500.000. 

L'Organisme des Posies de la RAU a 
emis cette serie de timbres commemoratifs 
a !'occasion d u cinquantenaire de la 
Revolution de 1919i. 
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CAIRO OPERA HOUS~ 

1869 - 1969 

Date of issue : 15 November 1969. 
Denomination : 20 m . 

Desig n 

Dimension 
Perforation 
Sheet 
Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

The Egyptian Opera and 
a stage · from the Aida 
opera perbrmance. 

61 X 28 mm. 
: 11 ,5 . 
: 50 stamps (5 X 10) . 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House". 
in U.A.R. 

Date of is3Ue and serial 
number. 

1.500,000. 

The Egyptian Opera was inaugurated 
on the lst of November 1869 on the oc
casion of the celebrations of the Suez 
Canal which were attended by a great 
number of world famous personalities . 

Built wi thin 6 months, the Egyptian 
Opera is disposed to rece ive 750 spec
tators. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ' 
SCI&NTIFIC ACCOUNTS 

Date of issue : 17 Decembe:, 1969. 
Denomination : 20 Mills. 
Design Card representing two an

cient Egyptians perform
ing an account operation. 

Dimension 
Perforation 
Sheet 
Watermark 
Pri_nting 

42 X 25 mm . 
11,5. 

: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
: Multiple Eagle. 
: Rotogravure "Postal Orga-

THEATRE DE L'OPERA DU CAIRE. 

1869 - 1969 

Date d'em ission: 15 Novembre 1969. 
Valeur 20 m, 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Fi lig rane 
Impression 

L'Opera Egyptien et une 
scene des seances de 
!'opera Aida. 
61 X 28 
11,5. 

50 timbres (!J X ·10). 
Aigle repete . 
Rotogravure par "les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga-
nisme des Posies de la 
RAU." 

No . de Contr6le Date d'impression e f 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 

1.500.000. 

L'Opera Egyptien a ete inaugure le l er 
Novembre 1869 a !'occasion des celebra
tions du Canal de Suez. 

Ont assiste a ces celebrations un grand 
nombre de personnalites mondiales re
riommees . L'ed ifica tion de eel Opera 
qui est dispose a recevoir 750 spectateurs 
a dure six mois. 

CONGRES INTERNATIONAL 
DES COMPTES SCIENTIFIQUES 

Date d 'emission : 17 Decembre 1%9-. 
Valeur 20 m . 
Dessin 

Format 
Den le lure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Carte representant deux 
Egyptiens effectuant 
une operation camp 
table. 
42 X 25 mm. 
11,5. 
50 timbres (5 X 10). 

: Aigle repete. 
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Control No. 

Quantity 

nisation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

l ,500,000. 

The International Congress for scienti
fic accounts was held in the headquar
ters of the Centre from 17 to 1'9 December 
1969. 

Researches were delivered about the 
employment of electronic accounts in the 
following fields : Organisation and deve
lopment of research centres, mathema
tical and physical, economical p lanning, 
demography studies, statis tics and edu
cation. 

Impression : Rotogravure par "les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga
nisme des Posies de ia 
R.A.U." 

No. de Contr6le Date d 'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 
1.500.000. 

Le congres international des comptes 
scientiliques s'est tenu au siege du 
Cen Ire du 17 au 19 Decembre 1969. 

Ont ete prononcees a u sein du Cong res 
des recherches sur l'emploi des comptes 
e lectroniques clans les domaines suivants : 
Organisation et developpement des cen
tres de recherches, sciences mathemati
ques et physiques, planification economi
que, etudes demographiques, statis\iques 
et enseignement. 

• • • 

1970 FEAST POSTAGE STAMP 

It is a custom of the Postal Printing 
Organisation to issue a stamp on the 
occasion of the feasts . 

The s tamp for the year 1970 carries 
the drawing of the "Flame-leaf" flower. 

It was issued on the 24/ 12/ 1969 to be 
used to stamp the greeting cards. 

Dimension : 30 X 25 . 
Perforation 11 ,5 . 

Sheet : lOO stamps (10 X 10). 
Watermark : (without ). 
Printing Rotogravure (U.A.R. Postal 

Printing House). 

'JIMBRE DES FETES 1970 

Comme d'habitude !'Organisation des 
Pos-Ies - erne( annuellement un timbre 
special a !'occasion des fetes. 

Pour !'an nee 1970 le timbre des fetes 
parte le dessin de la fleur "Euphorbe 
ecarlate" il sert a affranchir les cartes 
de souhaits. 

La date d'emission est le 24/12/1969. 

Format 30 X 25 . 
Dentelure 11,5. 
Feuille 100 timbres (!0 X 10). 
Filigrane (pas de filigrane). 
Impression Rotogravure (Imprimerie de 

l'Organisme des 'Pastes de 
la R.A.U.). 
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llOOth ANNIVERSARY OF THE DE:ATH 
OF IMAM EL BOUKHARY 

Date of issue: 27 December 1969. 

Denomination : 30, m. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Face of lmam El Boukhary 
imaginated by the artist 
and written speech. 

25 X 42 mm. 

Jl,5. 

50· stamps (10 X 5). 

Repeated Eagle. 

Rotogravure ""Postal Orga
nisation Printing House '' 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

1,000,000. 

Born at Bokhara in 810, lvlohamed Ben 
Abi El Hassan lsmael Ben Ibrahim Ben 
El lvloghira Ben El Ahnaf El Gaafi (said 
Imam El Boukhary) was educated or
phan. 

In 824, he effected a long voyage during 
which he visited Kharassan, Irak, Egypt 
and the Levant. 

He g rouped about six hundred thousand 
speeches and wrote many relig ious, his
torical and literary works. 

He died in 870. 

IIOOeme ANNIV:ERSAIRE DU DE_CES 
DE l'IMAM EL BOUKHARY 

Date d'emission: 27· Decembre 1969. 
V aleur : 30 m. 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Visage de J'Imam El
Boukhary imagine par 
!'artiste et un discours 
inscrii. 
25 X 42 
11,5. 
50 timbres (10 X 5) . 
Aigle repete. 

: Rotogravure par "les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga
nisme des Posies de la 
R.AU." 

No. de Contr61e : Date d'impression e; t 

Tirage 
numero d 'ordre. 

: 1,000,000. 

Ne a Bokhara en 810, lvlohamed Ben 
Abi El Hassan Ismael Ben Jbrahim Ben 
El lvloghira Ben El Ahnaf El Gaafi (dit 
lmam El Boukhary) fut eleve orphelin. 
Il fit un long voyage en !'an 824 au 
cours duquel il visita Kharassan, l'lraq, 
l'Egypte et le Levant. 11 groupa en
viron six cent mille discours et ecrivit 
plusieurs ouvrages reli gieux, historiques 
et litteraires. 

ll mourut en 870. 
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700th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDA TlON OF AZZAHIR BEYEBARS 

MOSQUE 

Date of issue: 27 December 1969. 

Denomination : 3G m. 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Azzahir Beyebars Mosque. 

25 X 42 mm. 

11.5. 

50 stamps (5 X 10). 

Repeated Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" 
In UAR 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

l ,000,000. 

King Azzahir Beyebars built this mos
que in 1245. 

But the colonialists misused it. 
The French occupation transformed 

this illustrious mosque into a fortress and 
rendered its minaret a tour of control. 

During the lst World war of 1914 British 
colonialism changed this mosque into 
butchery and bakery, and therefore it 
suffered, from sabotage and deteriora
tion. 

Afterwards, this mosque was transform
ed by British into a garden for women 
and children. 

Due to the historical prestige that en
joys that mosque and the exploits achiev
ed by King Azzahir Beyebars during the 
period of his rei g n, the Ministry of Wakls 
reserves a keen interest to this mosque 
and proceeds to restaurate it in view 
to b ecome one of the touris tic aspects 
of Egyp t. 

700eme ANNIVERS'AIRE DE LA 
FONDATION DE LA MOSQUEE DE 

A ZZAHIR BA YE BARS 

Date d'emission: 27 Decembre 1969. 
Valeur 30 m. 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Mosquee d'Azzahir Ba-
yebars. 
25 X 42 
11.5. 

50 timbres (5 X 10) 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par "les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga-
nisme des Pastes de la 
RAU." 

No. de Contr6le Date cl' impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 
1.000.000. 

Le Roi Zaher Beyebars entreprit la 
construction de cette mosquee en 1245 
et la termina en 1247. 

Les colonialistes en abuserent, !'oc
cupation franc;:aise la transforma en 
chateau et fit de son minaret une tour 
de contr6le. 

Au cours de la !ere Guerre Mondiale 
en 1914, le colonialisme anglais s'en 
servit de boucherie et de boulangerie 
et par consequent elle fut atteinte de 
sabotage et de deterioration. 

Enfin, les Anglais la transformerent en 
jardin pour les femmes et les enfants . 

Vu le prestige historique don! jou it 
cette mosquee et les exploits accomplis 
_par le Roi Zaher Beyebars au cours de 
la periode de son regne, le Ministere 
des Wakfs y reserve un vif interet e t 
pro cede a sa res taura tion pour en fa ire un 
des sites tourist iq u es d e l'Eg ypte . 
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POST DAY 1970 

Date of issue : 2 T anuary 1970. 
Denomination : 100 Mills . 

Design 

Dimension 
Perforation 
Sheet 

Watermark 
Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Painting by the artist 

Mahmoud Said. 

51 X 85 mm. 
12,5. 

: 4 stamps. 

Multiple Eagle. 
Rotogravure "'Postal Orga
nisation Printing House" 

in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 

number. 

250,000 stamps . 

. :J:he, Po'\tal -- Organisation in the United 
Arc!:> Republic ·c-elebrates its anniversary 
-on. 2nd ~am.iqry . · 

'The field of the postal service in U.A.R. 
is so extensive that the government post 
-offices, the postal agencies.' the. national 
post offices and the rural postal stations 
are numbering : 1718, 1377, 2446 and 
15765 respectively. 

JOURNEE DES POSTES 1970 

Date d'emission: 2 )anvier 1970. 

Valeur : 100 m. 

Dessin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

Tableau par !'artiste 

Mahmoud Said. 

51 X 85 mm. 
12,5. 
4 timbres . 
Aigle repete . 
Rotogravure par "les 
lmprimeries de J'OrgG-
nisme des Posies de la 
R.A.U." 

No. de Contr6le Date d'impression et 

Tirage 

numero d'ordre . 

250,000 timbres. 

L'Organisme des Postes de la Repu
blique Arabe Unie celebre annuellement 
son anniversaire le 2 )anvier. 

Le ressort des services postaux rendus 
par J'Organisme s'elargit constamment. 

De nos jours, le nombre de bureaux de 
poste, d'agences postales, de bureaux 
de poste nationaux et de succursales 
rurales est respectivement de 1718, 1377 , 
244'6 et 15765 . 
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REGULAR STAMPS 

Date of issue : 27 December 1969·. 

Denomination : 20 & 55 m. 

Design 

Dimension 

: El Fetouh Gate( 20 m.) 
Vault for ablution (55 m.) 

25 X 30 mm. 

Perforation 11 ,S. 

Sheet : 100 stamps (10 X 10). 

Watermark : Repeated Eagle. 

Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga
nisation Printing House ., . 
In U.A.R. 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

1 ,000,000. 

TIMBRES- POSTE 

Date d' emission : 27 Decembre 19691. 
Valeu r 20 & 55 m. 
Dessig n 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

Conciergerie El Fetouh 
(20 m) 

Voute pour ablution 

25 X 30 m. 
11,5. 

(55 m.) 

100 timbres (1 0 X 10) 
Aigle repete (20 m.) 
Sa ns filigrane (55 m.) 
Rotogravme par "les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga-
nisme des Postes" de la 
R.Ap. 

No. de Contr6le : Date d 'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 

: 1 ,000,000. 

Dr. KRZYSZTOf BOJAR, RYKI , SKRYTKA 4, POLAND, desires 

to have mint thematic stamps of Egypt and U.A.R. , and giv.es in ex

change stamps of Poland and Russia . 

Correspondence can be made in English or in German languages. 
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16 ABDEL AZIZ STREET - CAIRO 

T el : 9 1 7 3 7 8 - 8 7 7 9 G 3 

SELL - BUY - EXCHANGE 

STAMPS ALL WORLD 

Specialists in Stamps of Egypt and U .A.R. 



SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT AD V ANT AGES 

ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE 
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE 

I 

• The experi ence and expertise of more than fifty years of sellin g 
a t auction. 

• Speciali st Describing . 
• Fully-illustrated (often m colour) and carefully described Cat a-

logues. 
• Direct contact w ith a ,.Vorld-w id e clientel e. 
• Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. 
• Free valuation subject to sale in two year s. 
• All Ri sk Insurance - in trans it and pendin g Sale. 
• Liberal Advances. 

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high
est realisations for your stamps. The last few years ha\l"e seen a 
steady and progress ive increas e in the season's turnover .,nd the 
1968-69 fi g ure fo r the Organi zation t ot alled over two_.:_and-a 
quarter million pounds. For more than fifty year s we have built 
up-and . still impro vin g- a P hil a t elic Service second to none. 
The full resources of the HAR MER ORGANIZATION w ith Houses 
in three Continents ar e at th e disposal of all prospective vendors of 
fin e General and Specialised Collections, sing le rarities, P.tc. May w e 
have your enquiry ? 

Contact us now if you wish to sell. We will be glad to help and 
to advise you. 

H. R. HARMER LTD. 

AND AT 
NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 

41, NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, WIA 4EH 

Cables : "Phistamsel, London, W. 1. 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 
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