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Biography

Verdi was born in le Roncole,a

> village in the Duchy of Parma,in 1813

His father kept a small grocery store and inn. In the nearby touwn of
Busseto was a wealthy wine dealer named Barezzi from whom Verdi's father
bought his goods. This kind man took Verdi into his home,treated him
as a son and gave him the beginnings of an education in music.

When Verdi was 18, he went to Milan, tried the conservatory but was
turned down. He found excellent private teaching however, and within a
few years had a fine grounding in c@Mposition. In 1838 his first Opera

"Oberto" Milano followed by a comic opera
"Un giorno
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