‘A first-rate, engagingly .
written military and
social history’

- — Alistair Horne
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For troops in the desert, Cairo meant fleshpots or brass
hats. For well-connected officers, it meant polo and
opulent parties. For countless refugees, Cairo was a
stopping place in the long struggle to get home. In the
corridors of GHQ and SOE ambitious staff officers fought

their own secret wars. Cairo hummed with rumours.

‘As hard to put down as good fiction. The research is wide, detailed and
scrupulous. She lays hold of the military background — the dramas unfolding just
off-stage, but threatening to break out of the wings at any moment — with
soldierly grasp; and she seems to have talked at length with all the surviving
dramatis personae ... It is hard to think, on finishing, how this demanding book
could have been handled better, more lucidly or more entertainingly’ — Patrick
Leigh Fermor in The Times Literary Supplement

"This informative and enjoyable book puts political history side-by-side with the
personal sub-history of the characters who determined it ... a mine of
entertaining anecdotes' — Rana Kabbani in the Observer

"What lifts it out of the ordinary is the sparkle of the writing and its command of
the background ... She will give pleasure not only to people who were there at
the time but also to anyone with a taste for recent history and superior gossip’

—P. H. Newby in the Sunday Telegraph

‘Much more than a lively and amusing social history. With enormous skill she has
shaped it into a gripping account of the progress of the war itself and of the
fortunes of its major protagonists. Even more remarkably, she has given her book
an additional dimension by drawing on a great many Egyptian sources to tell us
their side of the story, too. The result is bracing and salutary and very readable

indeed’ — Charles Allen in the Sunday Times :
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