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Lawrence sets Arabia ablaze
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THE OUTBREAK OF THE ARAB REVOLT,
JUNE 1916

At first light on the morning of 10 June 1916, the call for prayer rang out
from the minaret of the mosque in Mecca. This moment had been chosen by
the Hashemite leader, Sharif Hussein ibn Ali, as the starting point for the
revolt against Ottoman power in the Hejaz. As the call came to its end, he
took a rifle and walked to the window of his house and fired a single shot.
This was the signal for his supporters, who had come into the city in twos and
threes the previous night, to go into action. A Hashemite flag fluttered to the
flagpole above Sharif Hussein’s house. The Arab Revolt had begun.

Despite the fact that the Ottoman high command in Damascus was
expecting trouble and had even begun moving reinforcements into the region,
the outbreak of the revolt seems to have taken the local commanders by
surprise. In Mecca, the garrison was divided between the Jirwal Barracks on
the Jiddah Road and also in the imposing Jivad fortress. There was also a
small garrison in the offices of the Ottoman governor. In total there were only
1,500 or so troops in Mecca as the majority of the garrison had been moved
to Ta’if for the hot season.







The crashed BE2 of Lieutenant
Junor, which was forced down
while supparting a raid on
Yarmuk in September 1918. On
being shot down, Junor then
attached himself to Lawrence’s
force and helped crew an
armoured car. (IWM Q60019)
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Despite these improvements this was not a positive time for the .
Revolt. On taking power in Russia, the Bolsheviks had leaked the full d
of the Sykes—Picot Agreement. The negative fallout from this was exacer?
when details of Arthur Balfour’s support of a Jewish homeland in Pale
became known. Balfour, who was then the Foreign Secretary of the B
Government, had written to Lord Rothschild in early November 1917 st
that the Government supported Jewish claims for a homeland in Palest

This letter was published in The Times on 7 November. It could not
come at a worse time for the Arab Revolt. Already filled with doubts :
their alliance with the British, the Arab leaders now looked to the future
some scepticism. The Ottoman leaders in turn wasted no time and €
Pasha (commander of Fourth Army and Governor of Syria) made concil
speeches in Damascus and made contact with the Arab leaders, announc:
amnesty for past transgressions. Furthermore, in November a trais
ambushed north of al "Ula and was found to be carrying over £24,000 in
It scems certain that this money was to be used to try to buy back the

The Arab Revolt had reached yet another critical juncture. Ow

the considerable diplomatic skills of Lawrence and other officers, the
leaders were kept on side. The Allied cause was much helped by the ¢
of Jerusalem on 9 December 1917. To even the most sceptical of the
Jeaders, it was obvious that the Ottoman star was in the descendan
Arabs also felt that they had a powerful ally in America. In his f:
‘Fourteen Points’ speech, delivered in a joint session meeting on 8 Ja
1918, President Woodrow Wilson declared that the ‘other nationalities
are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security
and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous develop
Perhaps the conditions of the final settlement of the former Ot
territories could be re-negotiated at the end of the war.
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Arab advance on Damascus and Aleppo, 16 September to 28 October 1918
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| | 1. The last phase of the Arab Revolt began on 16 /
September. Having based the Arab Northern ;
Army at El Umtaiye, a series of raids were i

undertaken along the Hejaz Railway as a prelude o
to General Allenby's Megiddo offensive, which
was scheduled to start on 19 September.
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2. The Arab Army would later move to the north of / 5 <
Deraa, which fell on 27 September. Shortly “*\ L7 ) Iﬁ o f’o,;,
beforehand, Lawrence and his party atiacked | ® Antioch | C : A o> N ey
and destroyed a Turkish column that had N S / e
massacred the villagers at Tafas. N v | E

3. Inco-operation with General Barrow’s 4th Cavalry | i,

Division, the Arab Army continued the march / & I
northwards, entering Damascus on 1 October. / 3 Saragab I

4. In the weeks that followed, the Arab Army / P I
continued to march northwards, arriving at Aleppo i ! ]
on 26 October. The Ottoman government signed Y !
an armistice on 31 October and the war in the Yin | I |
Middle East, and the Arab Revolt, was over. Al Ma'arrat En Numan |

o of
&) %I‘\ ’ /
i ® | I
5 w | f
Latakis .\ Khan Sheikhum I
,;" \\ \‘\\ ' /
Jeble @ ~\ I
| [ / “
i { Z \l&Hama
/-’ | Kufr Befiun ® l} =

.

Er Rastan q\\@
™
o
o
@\,
a4
Hasiye
Qara
\"
En Nebk ﬂ?‘\“
o
o~
o4
Quteife
Damascs b
| Army
FEISAL
!
L
ISAL I §
WRENCE ] }-‘ lzra
eikh Sa'd @ Stieikh Miskin - JEBEL DRUSE
7/ 1 A\®Chazale
uiZeirib @CS -”;9 Aral Bl Tuis »
N 3y \orthern B Arabs/British
4 o FEISAL ——_ Raids on railway and bridges
(DN @XDrawrince| < 16-20 September 1918

Er Remta,

Nasir “g{~®E| Umtaiye
Jabir | g’ . g <= == Turkish Retreat

: Umm Es Suret 50 mile

S
s f
.’ =S 4

oTo

T
50km

74



R —

21 he was invited to join the Colonial Office as an adviser on Arab affairs
d he took part in the Cairo Conference of the same year. It is now obvious
1t he became increasingly disillusioned with the post-war plans for Arabia.
. could not convert his popular image into political pressure and he
imately resigned from all offices and, it could be argued, turned his back
the world that he had known. In 1922, Lawrence could probably have
osen to follow a political, military or academic career, but instead chose to
n the RAF as an enlisted man, assuming the name ‘J. H. Ross’. Hounded
ym the RAF by press exposure, he enlisted in the Tank Corps in 1923, this
ae as °T. E. Shaw’. He would later return to the RAF in 1925 and remain
ere, as an enlisted man, until his retirement in February 1935.

This enigmatic behaviour has fed public and scholarly interest ever since.
swrence’s biographers have included academics, former soldiers and also
vchologists, Numerous reasons have been put forwards for the way he

Lt-Col. T.E. Lawrence, CB, DSO.
James McBey painted this
portrait in one sitting in
Damascus in October 1918, just
after the city fell to Arab and
Allied forces. While Lawrence
later sat for several other
portraits there is a certain
immediacy to McBey's portrait
and it captures an exhausted
Lawrence at the end of the
desert campaign (see the
photograph on page 76).
McBey later recorded that
several Arab chieftains came
to bid farewell to Lawrence

as he sat for this portrait.
(Imperial War Museum,
London. Art collection 2473)
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