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NOTRE COUVERTURE 
L’abondance des matiéres ne nous & pas permis de ‘publier dans notre précedent nu- 

méro, les quelques notes suivantes au sujet de la nouvelle illustration de notre cou- 

  

verture, 

L'illustration de la couverture des numéros 

de cette année est un sujet trés familier aux 

collectionneurs des timbres d’Egypte. 

Il s’agit, en effet de «l’Aiguille de Cléapa- 

trey A Alexandrie qui figure sur le coté droit 

des timbres de la deuxidme émission (1867) 

faisant pendant a la Colonne Pompée qu’a 

illustré l'année derniére la couverture des nu- 

méros de cette revue. 

  

«Aprés les suicides de Cleopatre et d’ Antoi- 

ne vaincu pat Octavien, celui-ci montait sur le 

trOne des empereurs et l’Egypte déposait son 

sceptre sans résistance, devenant province ro- 

maine. 
Dans la plaine a l'Ouest d’Alexandrie, 4 

Vendroit of: Antoine avait été battu, Auguste 

fonda le faubourg de Nicopolis. Les alexan- 

drins élevérent le «Sébasteion», en lhonneur
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de Tibére, auprés du grand port a l’empla- 

cemént sur lequel s’éléve aujourd’hui cette 

«aiguille de Cléopatre» que réclame la ville de 

Trieste. L'autre obélisque qui est longtemps 

resté gisant A terre a été enlevé par les An- 

glais, et n’est arrivé & Londres avec le navi- 

re étrange qui ne le portait qu’aprés ume 

traversée longue et aventureuse, 

Les deux obélisques n’ont rien eu de com- 

mun avec Cléopatre; il n’est pas vrai que cet- 

te reine ait fait construire le Sébasteion en 

Vhonneur de César. Le nom de Cléopatre est 

de ceux qui se sont conservés dans l’esprit 

des générations postérieures et qu'on a rat- 

tachés A toutes les grandeS oeuvres du pas- 

sé; voila pourquoi notre obélisque le porte. 

C’est & Héliopolis, la vieille ville du So- 

leil, qu’on enleva le célébre obélisque pour en 

ormer le Sbasteion. Il mesure 21m,6 de haut. 

Son frére jumeau, que Mohammed Ali don- 

na aux Anglais lui a été ravi, et se dressera 

un jour sur le quai de la Tamise, comme 

VObélisque de Luqsor se dresse sur la place 

de la Concorde, a Paris. Le roi Thoutmés HI 

fit tailler la soi-disant aiguille de Cléopatre 

au seizitme siécle avant notre ére, a l’époque 

brillante de l’Egypte; ume couche de vermeil 
revétait la pointe et les hiéroglyphes gravés 

dans la pierre qui célébrent sa gloire. Ces 

monuments, dont le granit et l’or poli ont 
refleté jadis les rayons du soleil, sont consa- 
crés & Ra, le dieu Soleil. Le  Sebasteion 

4 la porte duquel ils se dressaient, avait pour 
annexes des jardins et des portiques ornés de 

tableaux et de statues. Il fut brailé en 366 a- 

prés Jésus-Christ, lors d’une révolte des paiens 

contre les chrétiens: on le releva mais nous ne 

savons pas dans quelles circonstances et par 

qui fut consommée sa ruine définitive. Aujour- 

d’hui un tailleur de pierres a choisi pour entre- 

pot l’emplacement du palais antique, le siffle- 

ment des locomotives retentit dans la gare voi- 

sine du chemin de fer de Ramleh et trouble le 

spectateur; l’obélisque, vénérable monument 

du passé, ne produit aucun effet, dégradé qu'il 

est par ce voisinage misérable; il faut le regar- 

der de la mer pour qu’il reprenne quelque char 

me pittoresque et rappelle la grandeur évanoule 

de la ville grecque». 

  

Gravure et texte extrait de «l’Egypte - 

Alerandrie et le Caire» par Georges Ebers, 

1880. 

ee 
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“THE WORLD" NETHERLANDS 
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Reliable philatelists, who can give satisfactory references, are invited to join this 

club, which will help them, enlarge their collection at low cost. Annual subscription 
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Conseils aux Collectionneurs 

    

(Suite de la page 395). 

Nous continuons la publication dezxtraits de l’exc ; ellent ouvrage (depui 
snuisé) du regretté Fernand SERRANE; Guide du Collectionneur Sytchatieta he Ti 
pres-Poste» (1), avec quelques modifications minimes pour Vadapter a la stanton 
actuelle. 

  

| Le collectionneur traite parfois brutale- 

meat ses pauvres figurines et leur enléve ain- 

5; des dents, un coin, une épaisseur de pa- 

pier... en méme temps qu’une bonne partie 

de leur valeur. Les manipulations successi- 

yes la toilette des timbres, le renversement 

de bouteilles d’encre, les coups de ciseaux in- 

iempestifs, (nos péres. hélas ! ne sen sont 

point privés), l’humidité, les incendies, les 

explosions sont autant de causes de destruc- 

tion; la guerre, la meilleure des machines a 

faire le vide, est venue s’y ajouter, 

Examinez toujours avec un soin extréme le 

timbre qui va avoir l’honneur de faire partie 

de votre collection. Ne le considerez pas seu- 

lement de face, mais aussi au verso et — Sl 

Yon peut dire — sur ses six faces comme un 

parallélipipéde rectangle! Soyez pointilleux, u 

y va de votre bourse, et demandez-vous bien 

avant de l’acquérir s'il est digne de devenir 

un de vos amis de tous les jours, s'il est com- 

parable aux modéles que vous avez déja et 

pourra figurer honorablement a cOté d’eux. 

Quatrieéme régle d’achat. (Suite de la col- 

lection. ) 
Ayant de bons modéles, vous pouvez come- 

mencer & acquérir de chaque émission les tim- 

bres les moins chers. Etant de petite valeur 

ils n'ont été falsifiés qu’a de rares exceptions 

et si vous les achetez dans les envois a choix 

de cercles sérieux ou chez des marchands hon- 

nétes, vous pouvez le faire sans avoir la han- 

tise du timbre faux. 

Tl faudra néanmoins commencer & emplo- 

‘yer une bonne loupe, car on trouvera déja 

des | timbres défectueux et légirement réparés 

qu'il faudra rejeter (fentes recollées, dents 

recollées ou remplacées, amincissemert retapé, 

etc.) 

                        

   

      

    

    

      \ 
ey 
a —_ i —_ ‘ 

<> ¥ - 

Ay 

Merci d’avance». (F. Serrane), 

Le collectionneur aura alors rassemblé ce 

quon est convenu d’appeler une petite collec- 

tion, mais elle contiendra déj# un grand nom- 

bre de piéces a l’état parfait. 

Cinquieme regle d’achat (Moyens et rares). 

L’achat des timbres moyens et rares exige 

de la prudence, mais en y procédant par gra- 

dation comme il l’a fait jusqu’a présent, le 

spécialiste n’aura aucun mécompte. I] con- 

nait déja les timbres, certaines émissions !ui 

sont familiéres, le catalogue indique parfois 

les piéces dont il faut se méfier et les ouvra- 

ges spéciaux le renseigneront suffisamment. 

Le meilleur des exercices est d’examiner a la 

loupe toutes les acquisitions nouvelles en pro- 

cédant par comparaison; examinez les nom- 

breuses parties de la gravure, tatez le papier, 

voyez si les timbres de la méme émission ont 

bien la méme apparence, regardez-les pat 

transparence pour voir si le grain, la contex- 

ture du papier sont semblables. Au moindre 

doute, montrez la piéce 4 un ami expérimen- 

té ou a la premiére réunion de votre société 

timbrophile. Vous serez immédiatement fixe; 

si elle est fausse, rendez-la au marchand in- 

délicat qui la reprendra sans contestation... 

et changez de marchand. 

Un marchand ne peut exciper de sa bon- 

ne foi quand il a vendu un faux et il est 

tres utile de lui faire les remontrances les 

plus vives, surtout sil y @ d’autres clients 

dans sa boutique. On ne s’établit pas joail- 

lier quand on ne peut reconnaitre un caillou 

d’un pur brillant! 

Le marchand qui vend des pierreries faus- 

ses pour des bonnes est un escroc; le mar- 

chand de timbres qui se livre a la méme opé- 

ration aussi. 

Pourquoi les mémes lois ne s'appliquen-t- 

elles pas aux uMs comme aux autres? Gou- 

(1) «Aucun droit réservé (méme en Scandin&vie). Chacun peut copier et piller & son aise.
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werner c'est prévoir, dit-on; ne comprend-t-on 

pas qu’en diminuant la responsabilité des mar- 

chands d'’objets de luxe on donne une prime 

\ la malhonnéteté? Peut-on vendre de faux 

titres? 

Les marchands les plus consciencieux ont 

pris la trés bonne habitude de faire experti- 

ser les piéces dont ils ne sont pas sfirs, 

Quand il s’agit de timbres dépassant cent 

francs de valeur, on admettra que payer 

cinquante ou soixante centimes de plus en 

T919, pour avoir une piéce signée d’un expert 

counu est une assurance peu chére. Elle ga- 

rantit l’acheteur comme le vendeur et donne 

une plus-value certaine au timbre: les ta- 

bleaux authentiquement signés de Rembrandt 

vilent plus que ceux de méme facture qui 

lui sont attribués. 

Le spécialiste armé dune bonne loupe, 

¢'un odontométre exact et d'une méfiance a 

toute épreuve est suffisamment armeé. 

Ayant acquis les timbres les moins rares des 

émissions qu'il na pas encore commencces, 

ik aura bient6t de nouvelles références qui lui 

permettront de pousser sa collection et arti- 

vera aux timbres rares quand il aura déja un 

gros bagage de connaissances techniques. 

A remarquer qu’un timbre fort rare ne 5® 

(ifférencie souvent que par le chiffre de la 

valeur et la teinte d’un timbre trés commun 

de la méme émission. Ne pas oublier de vé- 

rifier au compas les dimensions — hauteur et 

largeur — des timbres rares. 

Sixieme régle d’achat. (Pays et émissions a 

éviter). Le collectionneur fera bien d’écarter 

une fois pour toutes de sa collection, cer- 

tains pays dont les timbres sont faux le plus 

souvent, ont de fausses surcharges, et ceux 

qui sont difficiles 4 expertiser et a trouver 

authentiques. 

En Europe, on évitera les timbres d’ Al- 

banie, les bureaux russes de la Créte, la Bul- 

garie du Sud et les timbres surchargés de la 

Roumélie Orientale. Une collection n’est ja- 

mais compléte et on peut parfaitement écarter 

ces pays et avoir une belle collection d'Europe 

qui soit, C'est le seal moyen de ne pas clas- 

ser dévotement des nullités payées fort cher. 

On écartera aussi momentanément les émis- 

sions spéculatives dont les prix sont gonflés 

pour ne les acquérir que Je jour ot il y aura 

du « flottant » sur le marché, Ce jour-la on 
s 

‘es aura au prix réel, 

Les spécialistes des colonies francaises de- 

vraient prendre plutdt les timbres oblitérés et 

yiter leg colonies & surcharges fausses et a 

niss spéculat les marchands ont 
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leurs classeurs bourrés de ces timbres et le, 

catalogues ne les renseignent souvent qu’y 

l'état neuf. Vendre trés cher aux collection. 

neur ce qu’ils n'ont eu que la peine de paye; 

4 la valeur faciale au bureau de la rue Va. 

neau (Paris), leur plait beaucoup. Rechercher 

et classer ces timbres oblitérés, non décentrés 

méme s'il faut les payer un peu plus cher 

Jamais | 

Les collectionneurs ont souvent le criine 

« piriforme » et les marchands leur font ava. 

ler ces timbres neufs avec une grande facilité, 
espérant remettre & la mode les timbres neufs 
anciens et écouler ainsi leurs rossignols. 

QUALITE OU CHOIX DES TIMBRES 

Les régles suivantes permettront au col- 

lectionneur et au marchand — ce collection- 

neur en gros — de mieux se défendre, en 

lui faisant connaitre les défauts des timbres 

et le timbre de premier choix, c’est-a-dire 

sans aucun défaut. 

Amincissement. Lorsqu’on regarde un tim- 

bre par transparence (le verso du coté de 

l'oeil) et qu’on apercoit a Voeil nu des par- 

ties plus claires, comme si le timbre avait 

été gratté, il est aminci et ce défaut est 

d’autant plus grave que l’amincissement s’é 

tend plus en surface et en profondeur. 

Le timbre aminci est exposé a se déchirer 

pendant le lavage ou dans les manipulations 

de classement. 

Si le papier est épais, l’amincissement le- 

ger, non visible par transparence, mais visi- 

ble A la loupe, le défaut est moins grave, le 

timbre étant plus «solide». 

Exigez toujours qu’on vous presente des 

timbres lavés ne présentant aucun papier 

étraniger au verso. Les papiers collés au dos 

et surtout l’«innocenti» papier blanc gom- 

mé, provenant du bord des feuilles de tm- 

bres en cours cachent trop souvent un amin: 

cissement, un replatrage, un trou. C’est une 

fraude dont on ne peut évaluer la gravite. 

Si tous les collectionneurs exigeaient tow 

jours des timbres parfaitement lavés, ou cok 

lés trés légérement par une seule charniere 

gommée s’il s’agit d’envois a choix, le pl! 

serait vite pris et les marchands devraien! 

s’y soumettre. C’est surtout chez eux que le 

papier collé au dos du timbre est dangere% 

car c’est le seul prétexte qu’ils peuvent inv 

quer, n’ayant rien vu, (hum?), pour vendre 

cher un timbre aminci de 2e ou 3¢ caltégori®: 

Personnellement, nous renvoyons toujows 

sans y toucher les timbres non lavés qu 0” 

nous adresse, mais nous signalons a 0° cot 
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respondants ceux qui nous intéressent en les 

priant de nous les renvoyer lavés s'‘ils sont en 

pon état. T rés peu nous reéeviennent, Peu 

nous chaut, puisque nous avions raison de 

nous méfier, et c'est le vendeur qui est mar- 

ri d’avoir raté une bonne affaire.., pour lui. 

Timbres réparés. Le timbre réparé perd tou- 

jours de sa valeur. Si la réparation est in- 

signifiante: une dent, un trés petit coin, la 

perte de valeur est déja trés grande; si le 

timbre est entiérement réparé, il na plus 

qu une valeur minime et, dans ce cas, uneé 

piéce trés rare n’a plus qu'une valeur do- 

cumentaire. 

La «chirurgie philatélique» s'est beaucoup 

perfectionnée ces derniéres années, mais le 

spécialiste consciencieux trouve bien vite, 

avec tin peu d’expérience, une bonne loupe 

et un trempage du timbre dans la benzine, 

les traces du travail opératoire. 

Les timbres fortement amincis sont grattés 

jusqu'd l’étre partout; le réparateur leur ad- 

joint alors au moyen d’une colle insoluble 

_— dont nous ne donnerons pas la recette ici 

— une feuille de papier trés mince d'un 

grain semblable a Voriginal. Un foulage-gla- 

cage pour bien faire adhérer les dents s’il 

y en a, ou les bords, et le tour est joué. 

Le malheur est qu’un simple coup d’oeil 

suffit le plus souvent 4 l’amateur expénimen- 

té, A l’expert, pour découvrir la fraude, l’in- 

terposition de la gomme donnant aux piéces 

réparées une teinte bizarre au verso (les oc- 

togonaux auxquels on a rajouté des coins, 

se voient fort bien dans la benzine, les coins 

refaits sont moins transparents que le reste, 

la benzine fait apparaitre toutes les réfec- 

tions des timbres). | 

Se méfier au recto des dentelures refaites 

et de gros traits d’oblitération qui marquent 

souvent le travail accompli. 

Des Marges dans les timbres non denteles. 

Tl va de soi que les non dentelés doivent 

avoir des marges suffisantes; elles seront plus 

ou moins grandes d’aprés les intervalles qui 

séparaient les timbres dans les feuilles d’é- 

mission. 

Le spécialiste, qui a étudié ses références, 

‘connait, pour chaque émission des pays qu il 

recherche, la largeur de marges  suffisante 

our que le timbre soit de premiére qualité. 

Le timbre qui a des marges empiétant sur 

eux qui l’entouraient dans la feuille est tou- 

jours exceptionnel et vaut bien plus que la 

valeur qui Ini est assignée dans les cattalo- 
ly aoe a es ‘bords et coins de feuille ont Aussi Bues, * 

ee ees £ , ‘Une grosse plus-value. 
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Le plus fréquemment, les marges sont plus 
grandes sur trois cétés que sur le quatriéme. 
Quand le filet d’encadrement est visible tout 
le long de ce cété et qu'une marge visible 
existe, le timbre peut étre considéré comme 
étant de premier choix s’il remplit les autres 
conditions indispensables, 

Le terme «court de marge» est employé 

fréquemment alors que le timbre a été cou- 
pé exactement sur un ou plusieurs filets d’en- 

cadrement: c’est abusif et il faut employer 

ici l’expression «sans marge», 

Si vous avez le choix, prenez toujours les 

non-dentelés avec quatre marges bien unifor- 

mes et suffisantes; ils sont plus jolis ainsi, 
les marges sont le cadre du tableau. 

Le non dentelé est recherché en paires et 

en blocs parce qu’il est ainsi «situé» sans 

contestation possible. 

Quand il y a des timbres non dentelés et 

dentelés identiques comme gravure et teinte 

(par exemple les Ic., 5c. et 8oc. des émis- 

sions francaises de 1853 et 1862), les dé- 

butants feront bien de ne prendre le non- 

dentelé (plus cher) que s’il est bien margé 

ou si une ou plusieurs marges comprennent 

le filet d’encadrement du timbre suivant ou 

une oblitération qui indique que c’est bien 

le non denteleé. 

Timbres dentelés. Pour @tre de premier 

choix, le timbre dentelé doit avoir toutes ses 

dents, Les dents de coin sont souvent un 

peu diminuées par l’arrachement; elles sont 

suffisantes si le timbre, dents comprises, 4 

l’aspect rectangulaire ou carré suivant le cas 

et toutes les dents visibles. Ne (pas oublier 

le coup d’oeil nécessaire pour s’assurer si des 

dents ne sont pas retournées, recollées, rafis 

tolées ou refaites. 

Timbres décentrés. Les timbres décentrés 

ne sont pas 4 proprement parler des timbres 

défectueux, puiSqu’ils ont été émis dentelés 

et usagés tels que, mais ils le sont au point 

de vue de la beauté de la collection 

Quand ils ont une marge ¢norme d’un 

cété et que de l'autre cété la dentelure em- 

pidte ‘sur la gravure, Je défaut est grave et il 

faut les écarter. Le mieux est de prendre les 

dentelés bien centrés et nous restons d’accord 

en ceci avec ce que nous avons dit des mar 

ges dans les non-dentelés. La plupart des 

anciennes émissions dentelées, Belgique, Sué- 

de, Lombardie, etc., présentent beaucoup de 

décentrés. 

- Timbres’ pliés. Le pli qu’on rencontre le 

plus fréquemment est celui d’une dent de 

coin ou d’un coin ou le pli d'un angle. Peu
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accentue, Je défaut est minime, mais exige 

néanmoins des soins de manipulation. 

Un pli transversal léger nest pas non plus 

an défaut bien grave; on peut quelquefois le 

faire disparaitre au moyen dun_ trempage 

dans l’ean tidde, — si la couleur le permet 

— suivi d'un pressage avant de sécher. Pro- 

céder avec prudence pour les pieces rares. 

Le timbre est irrémédiablement défectueux 

quand le pli, trés prononce, se voit des deux 

eités du timbre et montre au recto de pe- 

tites déchirures peu profondes lorsqu’on le 

plie. 

Oblitérations. L’oblitération doit  laisset 

yaraitre le motif central de la gravure et ne 

jamais cacher le signe principal servant al 

Jifférencier les timbres (Types groupe I et 

II, France, etc.). Elle ne doit jamais étre 

appuyée au point de former tache. 

Un seul timbre présente souvent deux ¢t 

méme trois fragments d'oblitérations voisi- 

nes: i! est moins beau ainsi malgré que ce 

ne soit pas un défaut. Les timbres allemands 

de grand format sont oblitérés obligatoire- 

ment de deux cachets, 

Quand un timbre est beaucocp plus com- 

mun usé que neuf, l’oblitération peut &tre 

peu visible ou trés peu appuyee, mais si l’use 

est plus cher que le neuf ou d'un prix ap- 

prochant, il est mécessaire que l’oblitération 

soit nette, méme alppuyée; qu'elle porte sur 

une grande partie du timbre. Cest l'ioblité- 

ration seule, dans ce cas, qui confére la 

plus value et si on peut l’avoir en paire avec 

une oblitération compléte ou sur lettre, la 

garantie est plus grande encore. 

Les timbres sur lettres ou grands fragments 

ne font pas bien dans un album et c'est 

pourquoi beaucoup de philatélistes leur pre- 

ferent — avec raison — le timbre neuf quand 

il est moins cher ju’oblitéré, Si chacun fai- 

sait ainsi, le petit commerce des oblitéra- 

tions fausses aurait vécu. 

En résumé: l'obtlitération doit é@tre nette 

et propre pour que le timbre soit de pre- 

maer choix, 

Un conseil : si votre oeil exercé — ou une 

bonne loupe — vous fait découvrir la date 

de 1881 sur un timbre qu’on vous présente 

comme le non-dentelé de Luxembourg (No 4 

premiére émission), il y 4 les plus grandes 

chances pour que ce soit un dentelé No 40 

(4émission soignée) spécialement édenté A l'u- 

sage des «poires», Prouvez a votre vendeur 

que vous n’étes pas 4 Tanger dans la catégo- 

re de ces «fruits & jus» en lui disant des 

sottises et en vous passant de ses services. 

(A suivre) 

VENDEZ VOS TIMBRES 
AH. E. HARRIS & CQ. 

RO CU 
gros aux Etats Unis 

  

    
DEMANDEZ GRATIS: 

Notre brochure illustrée 

de 24 pages, qui vous 
donnera tous renseigne- 
ments sur notre maison, 

ainsi que nos conditions 
pour l’achat de vos 
timbres. 

— 

Nous achetons en grandes quantites 

et en lots restreints des timbres authen- 

tiques de fous genres. 

Envoyez-nous une liste de vos offres, 

mais n'envoyez pas de timbres, $ il vous 

plait, avant de recevoir nos avis. Vos 

offres auront toujours notre prompte 

attention. Correspondance en langue 

frangaise, anglaise, allemande ou e%- 

pagnole. 

-H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

108 Massachusetts Avenue 

BOSTON, MASS.., 0 we  
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report on study I. 

The History of the Egyptian 
Post Offices in Turkey, the Red 

Sea and the Sudan (before 1896) 
their duration, the stamps used in them, and 

the postal rates and routes, 

(Study entrusted to Charles FOX, C.P.E. No, 244). 

(continued from Page 413). 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICES 

As previously mentioned, the eastern coast 

of the Red Sea in the vicinity of Jedda was 

closely controlled by the Turkish Government, 

since this was the most convenient approach 

to Mecca. However, the western coast, al- 

though nominally Turkish territory for cen- 

turies, was, during the early XIX Century; 

largely controlled by petty sultans who were 

virtually independent, A Firman of 1841 gave 

Mohammed Ali part of the coast, probably 

as far south as Massowa, since Egyptian 

troops were sent there first in 1548. Firmans 

of 1865 and 1866 gave Ismail control of Sua- 

kin, Massowa and their dependencies, which 

were considered to extend to the Strait of 

Bab-el-Mandeb. In 1867 Jafaar Pasha Mazhar, 

governor of the Sudan, was sent on a voyage 

of inspection around the Red Sea and form- 

ally took possession of Berbera. Later in 1867 

Abdul-Kader Pasha was appointed ‘“‘Governor 

of the eastern coasts of Africa’’ and in 1870 

his authority was extended definitely to in- 

clude the entire coast from Suez to Cape 

Guardafui, including a part of the Indian 

Ocean coast, also claimed by Egypt. Within 

the next few years Egypt established control 

over the coast from the Strait of Bab-el- 

Mar Jeb to Berbera, including Bulhar, Zeila 

and Tajura, apd in 1875 took possession of 

He Tar. Within: the next nine years this region 

Was greatly benefited by Egyptian rule, wars 

between the petty sultans were stopped and 

) particularly Berbera, were much ad ie po FP 

Me towns, — 
; ae - = 

MI DTO Improved. The rebellion of ithe Mahdi in the 
Sudan brought about, in 1884, international 

      

      

  

   
  

SEA AREA. 

complications too involved to consider here, 

which resulted. in the withdrawal of Egypt 

from the coast south of Massowa, It should 

be noted that from 1867 to possibly 1577, 

when Gordon was appointed Governor-General 

of the Sudan, the western coast of the Red 

Sea was administered separately from the 

Sudan, by different governors (D). The of- 

fice at Massowa, which remained open after 

the evacuation of the coast, was probably 

under the Egyptian Postal Administration 

for the entire period of its existence, but the 

office at Suakin was apparently transferred 

to the Sudan Administration at some un- 

recorded date, since we find that in 1885 it 

was absorbed into the Egyptian Administra- 

tion. : 

THE K.M.L. IN THE RED SBA. 

A semi-monthly service was irregularly 

maintained between Suez, Jedda, Suakin and 

Massowa, with occasional calls at Yambo and 

perhaps other ports, during the period co- 

vered by this report. Less frequently, at 

least as early as 1877, trips were also made 

to Aden, Zeila and Berbera, no doubt includ- 

ing other ports along the route. 

INDIVIDUAL OFFICES 

BERBERA 

(Barbara. 1877?—November Iist., 1884). 

Even before this town came under Egyp- 

tian control it was an important trading 

centre: to it came caravans from the inte- 

rior bringing spices and aromatic gums, 

which were in great demand. There was also 

an annual fair which was attended by thous- 

ands of people. Under Egyptian control the 
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town was built up, the port improved, and 

even as early as 1873 the town began to 

feel the benefits of the new admunistration. 

L.P.E. mentions that an office was estab- 

lished there in 188r but a note in (D) 

antedates this by several years. This note 

mentions the opening of an office, giving 

no date, but is quoted from a Mémoire, 

entitled ‘‘Notes,’’ published by the “‘Etat- 

Major Egyptien,”’ June roth., 1877, at pre- 

sent in the archives at the Abdin Palace, 

Cairo. According to this reference the office 

was included in the Postal Union, which 

we believe would make it a civil office and 

not a purely official Or military one. If 

it were either of the latter a lack of post- 

marks could be understood but if it were 

a civil office the volume of mail was prob- 

ably so small that no postmarks have yet 

been seen. The closing date of this office 

is given in the Report, 1884, as November 

tst., of that year, which is probably close 

enough to the actual date of evacuation to 

be accepted. Since an Interpostal of the 

1878 issue is known we are inclined to ac- 

cept the note in (D) and place the opening 

deie at not Jater than 1877. 

HARAR 

(1881—November Ist., 1884) 

This town was also built up under Egyp- 

tian control, although to a lesser degree 

than Berbera. The evidence for the exist- 

ence of this office is: (a) the mention in 

L.P.E. of the opening of an office in 1881, 

and (b), reference (1), which mentions that 

there was postal service to Harar in 1881. 

The Report, 1884, mentions that the office 

at Harar was closed on November 1st, 1854. 

= JEDDA 
(Gedda, Djeddan. 1866—August Ist., 1881). 

L’ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 

-_ 

The population of this town was variously 

estimated at from 15,000 to 40,000, the latter 

figure perhaps »eing during the pilgrim sea- 

son. Jedda was the commercial centre of the 

Red Sea area and had much trade with Sua- 

kin, India and Egypt, through which came 

imports from Europe. Relations with Egypt 

must therefore have been very close, thus 

warranting the establishment of an office at 

an early date and its continuation until the 

final date of closing in 1881. Although the 

earliest date seen by the Study Circle is 1867, 

the opening date of 1866 given in L.P.E. has 

been accepted. 
MASSOWA 

(Massaua, Massawah. 1869—Dec. 2nd., 1885) 

‘This town had a small population of about 

Mats, 1939 

8,000 and its climate was very unhealthy 
but it had quite a large trade. It was the 
only port for Abyssinia at the time and Was 

the eastern terminus of caravan routes {rom 

the Sudan. Most of its trade was with the 

Hejaz, Mokka and Jedda, although some Wag 

with India. In November 1867 an Egyptiay 

squadron went to Massowa carrying Abdul. 

Kader Pasha, the newly appointed governo; 
of the coast. It is reasonable to suppoy 

that after a year or so the new administra. 
tion would have been well eStablished and tha; 
a need would be felt for an office ther. 

The L.P.E. date of 1869 for the opening oj 

the office there agrees with dates seen op 
stamps so we may accept it. As a result 
of the international affairs mentioned above, 

Italy landed troops in the town on February 

5th., 1885, and a condominium was set up 

which lasted until December 2nd., 1885, when 

by a sudden move, the Italians gained sole 

control of the town, the Egyptian garmson 

being sent back to Egypt on ships of the 

K.M.L. The Egyptian office continued io 

function during the condominium, _ several 

dated postmarks being known for the period, 

the latest one being September 19th. We 

may therefore assume that the office was 

in existence until the date of evacuation 

by Egypt on December 2nd., 1885. 

TAJURA, BULHAR. 

There is a possibility that offices existed 

in these towns but as yet no evidence has 

been found concerning them. 

ZEILA 

(1881—November Ist., 1884). 

  

  

  

L.P.E. mentions the opening of an office 

in Zeila in 1881 and the Report, 1884, mer 

Hons that it was closed on November 1st. 

1884. An Interpostal of May’s Type V, Dre 

E, printed between 1877 and 1880, is know? 

also one of Type VIIIa, 1885, which wa 

probably printed during 1884 and may neve 

have been used. One reference seen mentions 

that it was generally understood at the time 

that whatever importance this town had wa 

due to the slave traffic, so if this is true it 

is quite likely that very little business was 

transacted by the office there. 

(Note: Reference (C) mentions that a | 

were 5 offices in the Red Sea aaa | 

1876 or 1877. These offices could 

Jedda, Suakin, Massowa, Berbera - 

one other, chosen from the possibilit 

given above).
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICES. 

Before discussing the postal service within 

the Sudan it might be well to consider briefly 
the subject of communication with the terri- 

tory as a whole, a vital problem during its 

entire history. Of the two possible routes to 

the interior, down the Red Sea, or up the 

Nile, the latter, in spite of certain disadvanta- 

ges, was by far the better and was used al- 

most exclusively, Travel down the navigable 

portion of the Nile by boat was rapid, and 

also dangerous, due to the swift current, but 

for the same reason progress upward, especial- 

ly before the introduction of steam river 

boats, was slow and undependable. In the 

time of Mohammed Ali mails were carried on 

land, by dromedaries, since they were the 

most rapid and dependable means of transport 

available. The transit time for mails between 

Cairo and Khartoum was then 50 days and 

we find that the same means of transport, 

with no decrease in time, was used until 

1867, when the extension of the railroad up 

the Nile was begun. Mails were then carried 

from Cairo by train to the rail-head and for- 

warded, at different times, by one or more 

of the following means: dromedaries, runners 

furnished by the On.das of the villages along 

the route and, later on, steam boats on cer- 

tain stretches of the Nile. In 1874, with the 

arrival of the railroad at Assiut, the transit 

time was reduced to 28 days and after further 

improvements, to 20 days a few years later. 

On October 15th., 1880, the following schedule 

came into effect: mails left Alexandria on 

Monday and Thursday by rail for Assiut, left 

Assiut on Wednesday and Saturday by steamer 

for Aswan, left Aswan on Sunday and Wed- 

nesday by dromedary, via Korosko, arriving 

at Berber on Wednesday and Saturday and 

at Khartoum on Monday and Thursday, a 

total transit time of 14 or 15 days. Mails for 

Wadi Halfa left Korosko by dromedary on 

Tuesday and Friday and arrived on Friday 

and Monday, This schedule was maintained 

until 1884 when events to be described later 

made further changes necessary. 

According to L.P.E. the first office to be 

Seen in the Sudan was Suakin, in 1867, 

and since this date agrees within a year with 

the earliest postmark date seen by the Study 

- tele it may be accepted. The comments 1.a- 
de on the town of Massowa apply almost 
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THE SUDAN. 

equally to Suakin so no further discussion of 
the town need be given. The next offices to 
be recorded, Wadi Halfa. Dongola, Berber and 

Khartoum, were opened on October 1st., 
1873 (L.P.E.), Our earliest date for any of 

these offices is 1874 so that, for lack of 
further evidence, this date alsy may be ac- 
cepted, Sir Samuel Baker, who had _ been 
commissioned by Ismail to suppress the slave 
traffic and improve communications in the 
Sudan, returned to Cairo from his expedition 
during August 1873 and it may have been 
on his recommendation or as a result of his 

report to Ism.ail that these offices were opened. 

An office at Kassala was opened in 1875 

(L.P.E.) but further data are Jacking. In 

1877 offices were opened at Mesallamia, Sen- 

nar, Karkok, Fazogl, El Gadaref, El Obeid, 

El Fasher and Fashoda, in accordance with 

the desire of Gordon (L.P.E.), who, like 

Baker, was also commissioned to improve com- 

munications. Further records concerning these 

offices are lacking, except for a note in the 

Report, 1878, mentioning ‘‘the expenses of an 

Inspector sent to the Sudan to open the new 

offices’. Since this Report covers only 1878 

we may presume that, while the executive or- 

der establishing these offices was issued in 

1877, the offices were not actually opened 

until 1878. On August 14th., 1878, the offices 

in the Sudan were admitted to the Universal 

Posta] Union. 

Other offices may have been opened during 

the period from 1873 to 1880 but those 

mentioned are the only ones found in referen- 

ces available to the Study Circle. Although the 

files of the Postal Reports seen are incom- 

plete, the early Reports do not ordinarily give 

the names of offices opened during the cur- 

rent year. The Postal Guides, which contain 

complete lists of offices, were not issued until 

1888 so that, so far as is known, there are 

no official lists of the earlier offices in exis- 

tence. 
With so little evidence in the way of stamps 

and postmarks, description of the various 

towns, as of those in the Levant, would seem 

to serve no useful purpose. 

Various allusions to the postal service are 

made by Gessi, Gordon and Slatin, the most 

comnion one referring to delays of the post. 

Slatin mentions that late in 1879, while he 

was Governor of Darfur, he received a letter 

‘which had been written in Abyssinia by Gor-
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don two months before, and during the next 

year, he received =n answer to a letter which 

he had written to Khartoum a month before. 

Small steam boats carried passengers, freight 

and mails on the Nile and mails for the in- 

terior were catriel overland by dromedaries 

or by runners, according to the character of 

the route to be traversed. 

The following ‘etter, giving an account of 

the postal service in the Sudan, was written 

by Slatin Pasha to Dr. W. Byam in 1926. 

‘The postal service in the Sudan _ before 

the rise of the Mahdi, when still under Egypt- 

ian Government, was one of the best working 

institutions under the old régime. 

“On the arrival of the post-bags at NKoros- 

ko or Suakin from Egypt, the bags were 

  
handed over to camel-men, who were provided 

by the contractor for the Sudan postal service, 

and he was responsible for the safe delivery 

at the different post offices at the time sti- 

pulated. For any delay of the delivery of the 

post-bags at their destination, a fine was 

imposed on the contractor if there could not 

be proofed that the delay was unavoidable 

for elementary Or other reasons. 

‘Ags far as I remember the mail came from 

Cairo twice a week and was sent twice to the 

different headquarters of the Berber, Khar- 

toum, Sennar, Gedaref, Kassala-Dongola, Kor 

dofan and Darfur provinces, The distributio! 

of the mail was made at Khartoum, but I 

believe the mail to Kassala was sent direct 

from Suakin and to Dongola from Wadi Hal-
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fa, All along the postal roads were camel- 

relais, On each of these posts two or three 
camels were always under saddle, ready to 

take over the postal bags without any delay, 

so that the mail was ‘continual moving’. 
"7 believe the time of delivery from, Khar- 

toum to El Obeid was 4 1/2 days and from 

El] Obeid to Fasber in Darfur 6 1/2 days 

so that letters and parcels were delivered on 

the zith. days at Frasher. 

“The general-contractor of postal] transport 

was as far as I remember the Head-Sheikh of 

the Ahabdeh tribe, who had his contractors 

in the different provinces mostly belonging 

io his own tribe. The contractor for postal 

service for Kordofan and Darfur belonged to 

ihe Ashabab section of the Ahabdeh. 

‘At the beginning of my stay at Fasher, 

T was astonished at the exactness of the ar- 

rival of the mail, but became so accustomed 

to it, that I found a fault if there was now 

and then a delay of a few hours in the 

delivery of the letters. Parcels were taken only 

a certain amount, according to the carrying 

capacity of the camels, and sometimes, when 

there was on overweight, parcels were left 

behind at the respective post offices, to be 

forwarded on the next occasion, 

“The mail for White Nile, Bahr-el-Ghazal 

and the Equatorial Province was sent by 

steamer and was more or less irregular. 

“T am writing this statement on memory 

only and cannot pretend to be exact.”’ 

CLOSING OF THE OFFICES. 

Exact dates at which service from most of 

the offices was ended are unknown but in 

many cases where the towns were besieged by 

the Madhdi’s forces regular communications 

were undoubtedly broken off long before the 

actual capture of the town. The following 

dates merely give an approximate time at 

which the service from the towns may have 

ended: Mesallamia, Karkok, early 1882; El 

; Obeid, late 1882; El Fasher, Kassala, Sennar, 

Fazogl, Fashoda, El Gadaref, late 1883. The 
last regular postal service with Khartoum was 

On March 16th., and with Berber on May 

and,, 1884, although several dispatches from 

Khartoum cane through the Mahdi’s lines 

later on, the last one, dated November r4th., 

ae found at Meternmeh by Col. Stewart 

ia arrival there in January 1885. Adter 

=a of Khartoum the offices at Wadi 

ite a x and Suakin were the only 

in existence. © 
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Late in 1884 the Wolseley relief expedition 
established a steamer service on the Nile 
between Aswan and Wadi Halfa for transport- 
ing troops and supplies and these steamers 
were also usea for carrying the mails, which 
were sent on from Wadi Halfa to Dongola 
by dromedaries, The postal service, under the 
supervision of an Inspector sent up from 
Cairo, followed the advance of the expedition, 
the last office to be established beyond Don- 
gola being Korti, late in 1884. Service was 
maintained for the duration of the expedition, 
the postal employees retiring with the troops 
and finally leaving Dongola at the end of 
June 1885 with the rear guard of the army. 

Meanwhile, M. Charteris, of the Postal Ad- 
ministration, had been sent with the Suakin 
expedition of February 1884 to reorganize 
the office there. This office was raised to the 
first class, admitting it to all branches ot 

the service, which classification it retained 
after the departure of the expedition in May. 

With the abandonment of the Sudan its 

postal service temporarily came to an end and 
the offices at Wadi Halfa and Suakin were 

absorbed into the Egyptian Administration, as 

frontier offices. In 1888 a travelling post of- 

fice (T.P.O.) was opened on the Shellal (Chal- 

lal) - Wadi Halfa steamer route and in 1889 

an office was opened at Dabroussa, about a 

half mile north of Wadi Halfa, Sometime 

before 1892 an office was opened at Wadi 

Halfa Camp and another at Tokar, probably 

soon after its recapture from the Mahdi on 

February 1oth., 1891. 

POSTAL SERVICE UNDER THE KHALIFA 

There probably was no postal service of 

any kind in the Sudan under the rule of 

the Mahdi, his death in 1885 came just as 

he had almost completed the conquest of the 

country and a stable government had not yet 

been fully established. However, his succes- 

sor, the Khalifa, had an organized postal 

service which is described by Slatin Pasha. - 

This service was very primitive and consisted 

of some 60 to 8o riding camels with a special- 

ly selected staff of postmen, under the direct 

orders of the Khalifa. These postmen were 

stationed at Omdurman and were sent 

troughout the country with the Khalifa’s or- 

ders, Slatin mentions that one of the Khalifa's 

Emirs suggested the establishment of post 

offices along the main roads, with relays of 

men and camels, which would make the service 

more regular and less expensive, but the Kha- 
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lifa refused to agree to this, saying that he 

placed special value on the verbal accounts 

brought him by the postmen, who frequently 

gave him first-hand information concerning 

the behaviour of his governors. The various 

districts had similar services, under the control 

of the governors. There was no postal service 

for ptivate individuals, the Khalifa was so 

suspicious of intercourse with strangers that 

private communications had to be conducted 

with the greatest secrecy, although his own 

postmen would occasionally secretly carry 

private mails, 

In the July 1935 issue of ‘‘L’Orient Phila- 

t¢lique’’ appeared an illustration of a ‘stamp ' 

reputedly used by the Mahdi. It is apparently 

an impression made from an intaglio cut seal 

(similar to the Egyptian Type A seal mark- 

ing), The date appears to be 1314 (A.I1-) 

or 1896 A.D., which comes within the period 

of the Khalifa’s rule. Slatin escaped from the 

Sudan in 1895 so it is possible that the Kha- 

lifa reorganized his service in 1896 and issued 

this stamp, although the possibility of prov- 

ing its authenticity seems very remote. 

OTHER POSTAL SERVICES IN THE 

SUDAN. 

A British Field Post Office (under the 

Indian postal administration) was in exiS- 

tence at Suakin during the fwst Suakin ex- 

pedition from March to September 1885. The 

postmark used at this office, a circular one 

with the inscription ‘‘British Army Post Of- 

fice, Egypt”, date, and letter ‘‘A’’ or "C”’, 
inay be found on contemporary British or 

Indian stamps, without overprint. Although 

this office was closed at the end of the ex- 

pedition, detachments of Indian troops re- 

mained in Suakin for several years and In- 

dian Stamps may be found bearing the post- 

matk of the Egyptian office. The Study 

Circle has seen tie following postmarks on 

the 3 anna value of 1882 Type VIII-1, dated 

2/1/89; Type IX-1, dated ?/?/87, 29/11/88, 

14/11/88, 7/8/89, 2/2/90. (Note. The second 

Suakin expedition, from May to December, 

1896, does not come within the period cover- 

ed by this report, so is not discussed here). 

Kassala was occupied by Italy from 1894 

to 1897 and there is the possibility that a 

military post office was opened there for the 

use of the Italian troops 
Although it is not strictly within the 

scope of this report, mention might be made 
of the British Field Office of the Abyssinian 

“ae oh ee    

Mats, 1939 

Field Force, established at Massowa from 
November 1867 to June 1868, whose Oblite. 
ration, the boxed ‘'F.I*."’, is also to be found 
On contemporary Indian stamps. 

THE TABLES. 

Table [ includes data concerning dates of 
opening and closing of the various offices: 
opening dates given in references known to 

the Study Circle, early and late dates of post- 
marks actually seen, and dates of opening 

and closing as estimated by the Study Circle. 
The offices are arranged alphabetically under 
the headings of the three sections of this 
report, 

Table II lists postmark types and stamps 
used at the various offices, all of which have 
been seen by or have been reported to the 
Study Circle. The Levant and Red Sea offices 
are listed according to the spelling of the 
name found on the postmarks, usually the 
Italian version, The Sudan offices are also 
listed according to the spelling on the post- 
marks, when known; those for which no post- 

marks have yet been seen are listed according 
to the spelling of the name on contemporary 
maps or in contemporary references. It should 

be noted, however, that there are _ several 

versions of some of the town names any one 

of which may have been used on the post- 
marks, 

THE POSTMARKS. 

Translation of the Seal markings:— 

A-3—Egyptian Khedivial Letter Post. 

Cheshme. ‘ 

A-4—Chanak Kilia. 1868, year, Egyptian 

Government Letter Post. 

A-5—Metelino. 1865.? year. Egyptian Khe- 

divial Post. 
With the exception of a few special types 

the postmarks used in the Egyptian offices 

abroad and in the Sudan are the same 4° 

those used in Egypt. The various types in- 

cluded within the scope of this report are il- 

lustrated herewith but for further information, 

exact sizes, etc., the reader should consult the 

report on Study VI, published in “T,’Orient 

Philatélique’’, October 1936 (Number 30). 

All of the postmarks of Rodi, Type III-3, 

and of Gedda, Type IV-r, seen by the Study 

Circle show evidence of damage to the obl- 

terators, In the Rodi postmark the outer CT” 

cle is bent inwards under the R of Rodi and 
the final E of Egiziane and broken undet 

the D of Rodi. In the Gedda postmark the 

circle is bent inwards under the P of Post?






















































