






























































































































































“

;

¥

¥

¢
e

b

i

1872 20 para. Lithographs. Top stamp. Stone A, with split bottom frame
line and generally klurred appearance, the result of printing from the stone
before the design was properly fixed by gumming. Lower stamp. Stone B, with
bottom frame line intact, the result of touching up the printing stone. The
whole stamp has a clearer appearance compared with stamps from stones
A or X.

(Right) 187¢. Essays for the surcharge were lithographed thus, in red, for
both overprints.

1872. 20 para. Lithograph. In the Tapling collection, showing large stip-
pled area involving EUIE E in the lower label the white line above it and a
portion of the desert sand. The Gilbert retouch.

PLATE VIII
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PLATE IX
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1872. 20 para. Lithographs. Stone X. (1) The Sphinx
and pyramid seen during a snow storm; (2) with frame
line, particularly on the right side, touched up.

1879. 5 paras on 2} piastre of 1874 (Ceysens collec-
tion). A similar corner pair of the 10 paras exists in
the same collection. At least one whole sheet of each
value must have been overprinted inverted. There is no
guide line at the corner of the sheet here illustrated.
Tt is clearly seen on the pair from the 10 paras sheet.
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« PHILATELISTS STORES »

R.C. 411 Le Caire
NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE

Membre P.T.S. 592 S.P.E. 334

VENTE — ACHAT — ECHANGE
TIMBRES TOUS-PAYS

16, Rue Abdel Khalek Saroit — ILe Caire
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NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE

GRAND CHOIX de TIMBRES-POSTE
du MONDE ENTIER
EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES

4, Rue Emad-El-Dine, Le Caire

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS

Négociant en Timbres-Poste
22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul — Alexandrie - Egypte
R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907
ACHAT — VENTE — ECHANGE

R. PERULLO

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE
R.CC. 4349 S.P.E. No. 156
Grand Choix de Timbres-Poste d’Egypte, du Soudan
et du Moyen-Orient en général
13, Rue Adly Pacha, Le Caire

de timbres tchécoslovaques et de différents pays de la
Démocratie Populaire contre des timbres de Ia
République Arabe Unie,
VLADIMIR NOP, Professeur,
Zhorovice prés Kromeriz — Tchécoslovaquie
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EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE

STUDY II.
INTERIM REPORT ON THE ITALIAN POST IN EGYPT

Study entrusted to W. BYAM (E.S.C. No. 3)

— = ety

The only Italian Post Office in Egypt was opened at Alexandria on
March 1st, 1863, and closed on February 1st, 1884. Before 1863 mail

from Egypt to Italy and vice-versa appears to have been carried by the
French service.

This Report is divided into two parts: 1) Postal Markings, and
II) Postal Services.

I. POSTAL MARKINGS

Classification :—

Type 1.~ Rectangular frames containing the names of the wvarious
Steamboat Services.

I.1  Piroscafi Postali Francesi.
I.2  Piroscafi Postali Italiani.
1.3 Piroscafi Postali Inglesi.

1.4  Piroscafi Postali Austriaci.

Type 1I. Straight line inscriptions without frame.
II.1  Da Alessandria d’'Egitto.

I1.2  Piroscafi Postali Inglesi (in italics).

Type I111. Dated Circular Markings.
III.1  Alessandria d'Egitto - Poste Italiane. 24 mm. circle,
I11.1.1 As Type IIL.1, but with hour below the date.

II1.2  Alessandria d'Egitto - Poste Italiane. 26 mm. circle.
Date in figures. Month in letters.

II1.3 As Type II1.2, but date in figures only,
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Type IV. Numeral Obliterators.
IV.1 234 in a truncated rectangle of square dots.

IV.2 234 in a circular area of heavy horizontal bars.

Type V. Double circles for special services.
V.1 With annex below containing VAGLIA (= Insured).

V.2  With annex below containing CONSEGNE
(= Registered).

The status of certain markings current during the period of the
Italian P.O. at Alexandria has not yet been determined so they are not
listed here; e.g. RACCOMANDATE, RECCOMANDATO, FRANCO-
BOLLO INSUFFICIENTE, AFFRANCATURA INSUFFICENTE, via
BRINDISI.

The Red Sea Maritime Service and similar markings, in use after
the closure of the Consular P.O. at Alexandria, have intentionnally been
omitted.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

TYPE 1. Rectangular frames containing the names of the various
Steamboat Services running between Alexandria and Kurope. These
marks appear to have been struck at the Consular P.O. in Alexandria
as they are always in the same coloured ink as the circular dated mark
(Type III.1.) with which they are associated on the front of the letter.
The mark of the French service (Type I.1) came into use before the
Italian P.O. was opened and is then found in conjunction with the small
double circle French Alexandrie mark (Type III.), both markings being
in the same ink, which suggests that they were struck at the same
office and therefore that the stamp, worded in Italian, and subsequently
used at the Italian P.O., was handed to the French P.O. as soon as it
was prepared and before the Italians were in a position to establish
their cwn service under the convention in accordance with the Law of
August 3rd, 1862, No. 741, Section Ia, which Italy obtained the right
to run a maritime postal service between Italy and Egypt.

The earliest example of this usage which we have seen is a letter
in the Danson collection dated February 10th, 1863. A similar letter
dated May 28th, 1863, both marks struck in black, in the Byam collec-
tion proves that the Italian stamp for the French packet boat was not
returned to the Italians as soon as the Italian P.O. opened. When the
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Italian adhesive stamps came into use the steamship markings were
often used as obliterators and then were frequently struck on other
parts of the cover as well, but always in conjunction with the circular
dated Italian mark (Type III.1.). The use of this last mark as an obli-
terator is extremely rare and so far we have not seen an example of this
usage combined with a steamship marking elsewhere on the cover.
Alberto Diena, however, illustrates such a cover in “Il Corriere Fila-
telico” for January 31st, 1933—the three Sardinian stamps are cancelled
with the circular Alessandria mark dated 10 MAR 63 and the French
Steamship mark is clearly impressed well away from the stamps.
Diena claims that this letter was carried as part of the first Italian mail
(Lettera spedita dall’Ufficio postale italiano di Alessandria d’Egitto, nei
primi giorni dell’instituzione). The circular dated work is Type III.1.1.

The use of these Steamship markings seems to have been discon-
tinued in 1870. Latest dates seen :—
Type I.1. 19 FEB 68 (Byam).
Type 1.2 17 SET 70 (E. Yates)

The marks are stamped in black or in blue. We do not know the
significance of the colouring.

It should be noted that the first two words of the markings are
in serif capitals while the letters of the third word are sans serif.

Type I.1. PIROSCAFI POSTALI FRANCESI enclosed in a rect-
angular frame measuring 27 mm. x 16.5 mm. ; high (the measurements
of all postal markings are approximate and have been taken from the
centre of each line, except in the case of numerals, which are measured
from their outside margins). Letters 2.75 mm. high for the first two
words and 3 mm. high for Francesi. Usually seen on covers but was
also occasionally used as an obliterator. Karliest date seen February
10th, 1863 (Danson).

Type 1.2. PIROSCAFI POSTALI ITALIANI enclosed in a rect-
angular frame measuring 23.75 mm. x 12.25 mm.; Letters 2.25 mm. high
for the first word and 2 mm. high for Postali and Italiani. Frequently
used to obliterate stamps (19 MAG 63, Byam) but usually seen else-
where on the covers, Earliest date seen 7 MAG 63 (Hubert Lowe).

Type 1.3. PIROSCAFI POSTALI INGLESI. This is an extremely
rare marking. There was a cover in the Yates collection, franked with
Sardinian stamps, cancelled with this marking. We believe this cover
is now in the collection of J. Boulad and we hope he will supply detailed
measurements of this type for purposes of the E.S.C. Record.
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Type I.4. PIROSCAFI POSTALI AUSTRIACI enclosed in a rect-
angular frame 27.5 mm. x 17 mm.; Letters not measured. The cover
bearing the example seen by us was dated 1863 and had passed from
Egypt to Florence. It is hoped that some of our members may possess
copies and that details of the same may be forthcoming for our Record.
This marking is undoubtedly a rare one.

TYPE II. — Siraight line inscriptions without frame.

Type II.1. DA ALESSANDRIA D'EGITTO, in one line; total
length 61 mm. ; initial letters the first D, A and E, 4.5 mm. high ; other
letters 3.5 mm. high. Seen used as an obliterator on stamps of Sardinia
(issue of July 1855/61), and also elsewhere on covers, with and without
adhesive stamps. Always struck in black. Apparently applied at
ports of arrival : Trieste and Ancona. One example (Byam) is associat-
ed with Type I.2. struck in blue as an obliterator, and this difference
in the two inks used may be taken as evidence that Type II.1 was not
applied at Alexandria.

Type 11.2. PIROSCAFI POSTALI INGLESI, in italics. The first
two words in one line 50.5 mm. long. Inglesi 25.0 mm. Initial letters P
and I, 7.0 mm. high; other letters from 2.0 mm. to 16.0 mm. (the f).
Not known where or when this mark was applied, but it may have come
into use in the Red Sea after the closure of the Consular P.O. Seen
struck in black as obliterator on Egypt 1 P.T. of Dec. 1884 and on 2 mill.
of Jan. 1888, and on G.B. 1d. of 1881. Also reported on stamps of
British India, possibly used from Zanzibar. It is only the fact that this
marking is found on stamps of Egypt that justifies its inclusion here.
TYPE III. — Dated Circular Markings.

Type III.1. Alessandria d’Egitto, above; Poste Italiane below ;
serif capitals for the upper words ; sans serif capitals for those below.
It should be noted that there are no serifs to the I or at the foot of
either T in EGITTO. Diameter of circle 24 mm. Date in centre in
three lines, the month represented by three letters, the year by its two
last figures. The date is not centrally placed, the space below the year
measuring 5.0 mm, vertically. This marking came into use when the
Ttalian P.0. was opened in March, 1863. It is found used as an oblite-
rator till the introduction of Type IV.1. in May 1866, but this usage is
rare. More often it appeared elsewhere on the front of the cover in con-
junction with Type I. on the stamps, and later with Type IV.I. It is
finally seen in conjunction with Type IV.2.
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A. Diena illustrates a cover bearing three stamps of Sardinia, issue
1855/61, cancelled with Type III.1.1. and dated 10 MAR 63, which he
suggests is the day the first Italian mail departed from Alexandria.
He states 234 (Type IV.1.) came into use as an obliterator in May 1866.
The latest date we have seen Type III.1. used as an obliterator is
3 APR 66 (Danson) ; and elsewhere on the cover 31 DIC 78 (Byam), the
stamps are cancelled with type IV.2. Struck in blue and in black but
always in the same ink as the cancellation on the stamps.

Type I11.1.1. Similar to Type IIIL.1. but with the space below the
year date containing a numeral or numerals and a letter—either M or S
(10 M; 12 M; 2 S)—possibly indicating the hour. This marking has
only been seen used in 1863 and it is therefore probably the original
form of this stamp. The omission of the hour would account for the
unbalanced appearance of Type IIIL.1.

Type II1.2. Wording as Type III.1. but with Posta Italiana in
brackets below. Diameter of circle 26 mm. Day and year in figures;
month in letters. Not found in use as an obliterator. Seen only on
covers in conjunction with Type IV.2. on the stamps. Always struck
in black. Rarliest date seen 24 SET 80 (H. Lowe). Presumably con-
tinued in use till 1884.

Type II1.3. Similar to Type IIL.2. but with the date in two lines,
22

thus 4 82 and circle 26.5 mm. diameter. Types II1.2. and III.3.
seem to have used concurrently.

TYPE IV. — Numeral Obliterators.

Type IV.1. 234, in a truncated rectangle of square dots, placed
diagonally, which decrease in size towards the central open space con-
taining the numerals. Dotted area measures 24.0 mm. x 19.5 mm. ;
the figures 5.5 mm. high. Used only as an obliterator of Italian stamps.
Always struck in black. Earliest date seen 27 LUG 66 (Hinde) though
K. Diena states this marking came into use in May 1866. Latest date
seen 14 GEN 77 (Hinde) which may prove that it remained in use con-
currently with Type IV.2. (Dr. Diena’s date for the appearance of the
latter obliterator is Feb. 1876). All covers which we have seen dated
bear Type IV.1.

Type IV.2. 234 in a circular area of heavy horizontal bars, four
above and four below, measuring 24.0 mm. to 25.0 mm. in diameter ;
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the numerals are 5.5 mm. high. Used only as an obliterator of Italian
stamps. Always struck in black. KEarliest date seen 24.9.80 (Hubert
Lowe), though Dr. Diena states this type came into use in February
1876. We have seen it used in conjunction with Type III.1. (31 DIC
78) Byam, but usually it is seen with Type III.2. or Type IIL.3. It
remained in use till the Italian P.O. was closed in 1884,

TYPE V. — Double Circles for Special Services. ALESSANDRIA
D'EGITTO above ; POSTE ITAL. below, all words in serif capitals, with
small stars on either side—between concentric circles. Outer -circle
22.5 mm. Inner circle 13.5 mm. Date in centre. The outer circle is
broken below to accommodate an annex enclosing the word which
indicates the special service for which the special marking was used.
Always struck in black.

Type V.1. VAGLIA in annex (= Insured). Seen on a pair of the
10 cent. of 1863 ; dated 10 MAR 68. These stamps appear to have been
on a postal form. This marking must be very rare.

Type V.2. CONSEGNE in annex (= Registered). Struck on the
body of covers and not seen in use as an obliterator. Kxamples seen :
(a) 2 APR 70 from Cairo to Pesaro, bearing Egypt 1 P.T. and 2 P.T.
of 1867 and three copies of Ttaly 40 cent. of 1863 ; cover also marked
RACCOMANDATE and RACCOMANDATO in frames measuring 50.0
mm. and 32.5 mm. respectively (Byam). (b) 23 FEB 73 from Alexan-
dria to Livorno bearing Italy 40 cent. of 1863 obliterated with Type IV.1.
Type V.1. is the only other postal marking on the front of the cover
(Danson). (c¢) A cover ex E. E. Yates’s collection bearing two copies
Ttaly 2 lire cancelled Type IV.1. and elsewhere Type V.2. (Hinde).
(Will the present owner please supply the date on this magnificent
cover).

II. POSTAL SERVICES

Though there was only one Italian P.O. in Egypt, Italian stamps
were on sale in Cairo as well as at Alexandria, and were sometimes
applied to letters at the former place : they had no franking power till
they reached Alexandria. This fact is proved by several covers we
have seen on which the Italian stamps are tied by the Cairo Egyptian
Government postmark used to cancel the stamps of Egypt which
franked the letter to the coast. From March 1863, when the Italian
P.O. came into being, till April 1865 internal postage was represented
by the mark of the Posta Europea and several good covers have been
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inspected bearing these marks in conjunction with the stamps of Sar-
dinia and of Italy. TLetters in 1863 appear frequently to have been
passed without prepayment and are then marked in manuscript with
the amount to be collected from the recipient. The stamps of Sardinia
(July 1855-61) were available from the opening of the P.O. at Alexan-
dria and remained in use throughout 1863 ; 10, 20, 40, 80 cent. have all
been seen in various shades.

It is not known when the Italian stamps of December, 1863, reach-
ed Egypt as we have seen no covers of December, 1863, or January and
February, 1864. They were certainly in use by March, 1864 (Byam).
The Ttalian 15 cent. of February, 1863, was in use by 19 MAG 63 (Byam)
and Danson has a good cover bearing a strip of four dated 19 GIU 63.

Stamps of the HEstero series (1874) have been seen used from Alex-
andria as early as 2 GIU 74 (K. S. C. Exchange packet) and the issue
of 1881 continued in use till the office closed. The two lire of 1874 is
rare and forged postmarks have been seen. The two lire of 1861 was
never taken into use. None of the varieties listed (S.G. 813 to 821) has
so far been recorded as having been used in Egypt.

Postage Due stamps of ITtaly (1870 and later) were in use at Alex-
andria but it is to be regretted that no list of these has yet heen
compiled.

It is hoped at a later date to produce a more exact list of the above
stamps, with earliest and latest dates recorded.

That there must have been agreements between the Italian and
other Governments before the formation of the Universal Postal Union
on July 1st, 1875, seems obvious as we have seen letters of an earlier
date carried by the Italian mail from Egypt to Great Britain, Switzer-
land and Italy franked by Egyptian stamps alone. Also letters to Ger-
many from Egypt franked by Italian stamps. All letters to Switzerland
were apparently carried by the Italian mail, there being no Swiss P.O.
in Egypt. The earliest examples of such mail seen by the Circle are :

1. A cover from Cairo to Florence dated 19 DEC 68, hand stamp-
ed Franca and bearing Egyptian stamps 20 para, 1 P.T. of
2 P.T. of 1867 (Byam) ;

2. A cover from Cairo to Italy dated 2 SET 1870 (Byam), but
marked Affrancatura insufficiente and bearing an Italian 40
cent. Postage Due in addition to the two Egyptian stamps—
20 para and 2 P.T. of 1867.
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Ttalian stamps apparently could be used to frank letters from
Alexandria to England before the formation of the U.P.U. A cover was
sold by Plumbridge (Sale No. 1075) sent from Alexandria to London,
dated 19 MAG 67, appears to have been fully franked by Italian stamps
—total value 1 lire 60 cent. Stamps obliterated Type IV.1, also marked
with the London Circular PAID on the cover.

Two similar covers in the collection of W. C. Hinde are dated
18 GEN 68 and 19 MAR 68 and were sent from Alexandria to Man-
chester. Both bear Italian stamps on one, which are obliterated 234
(Type IV.1). Both covers are postmarked with the Italian Types I and
III, also the letters PD and the London circular PAID marks in red.
The postage paid on each is 80 cent. On one cover what appears to be
20 c.n. manuscript has been added which may indicate that the frank-
ing power of the stamp was incomplete. A third cover, also in the
Hinde collection, dated 13 APR 67, sent from Alexandria to London, is
franked with Italian stamps to the value of 1 lira 40 cent. but without
the P.D. mark ; it ig stamped FRANCOBOLLO INSUFFICENTE and
with the British circular MORE TO PAY. The cover is marked 1/6 in
manuscript but this is not evidence that sufficient Italian stamps would
not have carried the letter to its destination.

Postal Rates for the carriage of mail by the Italian post, to and fro
between Egypt and Europe, are difficult to determine in the absence
of documentary evidence but covers we have seen suggest the following:

(1) Single letter rate 60 cent.; double letter 1 lire 20 cent. from
the opening of the office till some time in 1868 when it was
reduced to 40 cent. for single letters. Towards the end of the
existence of the Italian P.O. the rate appears to have been
20 cent.

(2) Printed matter only was carried for 10 cent. in 1867 and for
5 cent. by 1869.

(3) Greeting cards in open envelopes were charged 2 cent. in 1878
and possibly earlier.

(4) Registered letters, including postage, cost 1 lire 20 cent. in
1870 and 50 cent. in 1882.

Combination Covers are usual till the formation of the TU.P.U.
Posta Europea franks Types V and VI in conjunction with stamps of
Sardinia (1855/61) and Italy (1863) have been seen. Stamps of the
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first three issues of KEgypt in combination with stamps of Italy are
fairly common. Stamps of Great Britain in conjunction with Italian
stamps of the KEstero issue occur on letters from the British P.O. at
Beyrout passing through Alexandria to Europe. One such cover in the
Byam collection reached Hamburg on 18.6.75 and was carried from
Egypt to Germany for 55 cent. The date of departure from Beyrout
was 3.6.75, so that transit occurred in 16 days.

As late as 1876, after the formation of the U.P.U., letters can be
seen bearing stamps of both Egypt and Italy ; these are correspondence
which has been redirected, the charge heing 1 P.T. for carrying the
letter from the Italian P.O. to the Kgyptian town of destination.

(I fully realise that this Report is incomplete and that it has many
shortcomings, but I trust it will stimulate members of the Circle to
continue this Study. T shall be grateful for help which will enable me
to produce a more satisfactory Second Interim Report).

W. BYAM.
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“THE EGYPTIAN STAMP MARKET”
52, Rue Abdel Khalek Saroit, CAIRO

P.O. Box 837 — R.C.C. No 83772

POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTION
WHOLESALE ONLY
DEALERS:

KINDLY APPLY FOR MY
WHOLESALE PRICE LIST

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR NEW ISSUES




JULY 11, 12 — NO SALES

LONDON INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION
JULY 9th to 16th

We cordially invite old and new friends to visit us at

STAND Noe. 21

where a choice display of rarities from forthcoming sales is on
view. Also displayed is a selection from the many attractive
Private Treaty Offers, fully described and illustrated in the Bro-
chure obtainable on request. Illustrated Auction catalogues can
also be had, also various H.R. Harmer Publications. Senior mem-
bers of the staff will be in attendence and will be glad to help
and advise you,

JuLy 18, 19

SEASON’S CLOSING SALE — CHOICE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and
FOREIGN. FIRST DAY opens with a particularly fine range (over 50
lots) of “Collections and Various” followed by countries Aden to Great
Britain. GREAT BRITAIN is well represented and there are also good
sections of Canada, Cape of Good Hope, France, etc. A further fine sec-
tion (50 lots) of Collections, etc., offered intact opens the SECOND DAY,
followed by countries Greece to Western Australia with Hong Kong,
Italian States, New Zealand, St. Helena, etc. prominent,

Illustrated Catalogue 1/-

i BOND STREET AUCTIONS

International Stamp Auctioneers

4, NEW BOND STREET
LONDON, W.1

AND AT Cables AND AT
NEW YORK “Phistamsel, London” SYDNEY

t H. R. HARMER LTD.




