




















































THE MIS-PERFORATED STAMPS OF EGYPT 

(Lucien S. Toutounji) 

The purpose of this article, is to record how the mis- perforated stamps 
of Egypt came into philatelic hands, which also explains why 
"complete" collections (one example of each stamp) were available. 

In the late 1970' s, I had the pleasure to meet in Alexandria, J acques 
Kassab, one of the leading Egyptian philatelists. At the time, I was 
buying from him the last "Complete" mis-perf collection he had. 

He told me that following the 1954 Koubbeh palace sale of the royal 
philatelic collection, he offered to the Egyptian government to buy all 
the philatelic items remaining for the princely sum of L.Eg.25.000, 

· then equivalent to about $.65 .000. A lot of money at the time. His of­
fer was accepted. 

When he went to retrieve his stamps, he found two suitcases contain- " 
ing mis-perf stamps. He was told by the official in charge, that they 
were not part of his deal, as H. R. Harmers Ltd. had declined to in-
clude them in the auction, considering them to be labels of little phila-
telic merit, "made to order" for the kings of Egypt. 

Jacques Kassab went back to the Minister of Finance who was in 
charge of the transaction and claimed the mis-perfs as part of the deal. 

After investigation and ascertaining that they had been considered as 
labels of little value, instructions were given to deliver them to him. 

This is why "complete" collections of mis-perf stamps can be found, 
which is not the case for the "cancelled back" stamps which went to 
different buyers in the auction. But, they also were "made to order" for 
the kings of Egypt ! 
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.~~~ .. e/1" 'N·~~~%-
~ Letters to the Editor ~ 

, 

Palestine Errors: 
I have 8 MNH single stamps, in excellent condition , of the 35m 

.,. value 1958 lOth Anniversary of the Declaration of Human , 

Rights , of the Gaza (Palestine) issue. This is S. G. No. 99b, Bali-

0 an No. 4b, and Scott No. N7 1 error. These are genuine overprint 
-"cl 
' omitted errors, of which only one sheet of 50 exists. This set 

consists of two stamps, the other being the 1 Om value, of which ' 
\ I -l also a sheet of 50 with the same overprint omitted error exists, S. ,_ 

G G. No. 3b, and Scott No. N70 error. Therefore there are out there c0 
8 single error stamps of the 10 m value, waiting to be reunited 

with the 8 single error stsmps of the 35 m value. I am open to ei­

ther buy, exchange, or se ll my 8 stamps, the main goal is to com­

plete the sets. 

~ 
Please contact Roger Thomas at: rogerthomas @ mindspring. com ~ 
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