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Great Bitter LakesAssociation

Adel Hanna

Fifteen commercial ships were trapped in the Egyptian Suez Canal due to the
outbreak of the war between Egypt and Israel on June 5, 1967, and orders we
issued for these ships to anchor in the bitter lakes and not move.

An American ship did not comply with the order and continued sailing until it
stopped in Lake Timsah in the north, and it was, in my opinion, a failed attemg
by the captain to escape to the Mediterranean, while the rest of the ships
complied and docked in thétter lakes.

With the conditions resulting from the war and the closing of the canal, it was
impossible for the ships to sail again and they were held in the lakes
indefinitely.

The sailors on the ships of eight countries coexisted with the new situatobn,
everyone began to face the situation, so a new entity was established that
i ncluded the 14 ships in the name ¢

It was also called the "Yellow Fleet" due to the accumulation of yellow dust an
sand on the ships. Then the presidential and administrative teams were forme
and the regulations were written and a club was formed in the name of the ne\
association and copetitive matches were held between the ships and even the
held their own Olympics.

The international authorities began to recognize the new institution, which in
turn issued its own postage stamps, and the new stamps were recognized an
given the authontto use in the Egyptian and international post.

190 postage stamps with a total of 887 copies were designed in the period fro
1967 to 1974. The stamps were drawn by hand or printed on the board of the
English ship Melampus, whose head was Captain Malteks, who had the
idea.
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The designs of the stamps were innovative and creative, chronicling the perio
of the detention of ships and their social events, so they celebrated the
establishment of the institution and the alliance between them in the first
postage stamp, followed by documentation of all occasions such as holidays &
endof-year celebrations, and even women had a share as well. Sailors
requested women to join the family enterprise.

After the end of the war, the authority of the institution teaminated, and 12
ships were withdrawn to her country, where they had lost the ability to move a
a result of the lack of maintenance and the spread of rust in her bodies. As for
the two German ships, they sailed to Germany relying on their own engines
only.

In the first picture, a magazine rapper sent from Pakistan to England, it was
detained for 7 years in the Suez Canal with an apology from the English mail
for the delay, then some samples of the sailors’ letters.
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Eqgypt i The 1915Provisional

By EPS member Amr ElEtreby

National Awards

*3'Y ContinentalPhilatelic Exhibition 31/12/2015 6/1/2016(GOLD-90 points)

International Awards

*PhilaTaipei21-26 October 201§Vermeil - 83 points)
*Finlandia 2428 May 2017 (GOLD-90 points)

*MonacdPhil 2019 29" November 208 — Treasuresf Egypt

An article based on this exhibit has been published in th&gypt Study
Circle OC No 255 2015and the article has been awarded the following

*MacArthur Award2015
*PhilaTaipei21-26 October 2014L iteratureClass-LargeSilver)
*Spring Stampex15-18 February2017(LiteratureClass-LargeSilver)

*London 2022 126 February 202ZL iteratureClass-LargeSilver)
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Egypt - The 1915 Provisional

This provisional is very scarce used alone on cover or card; its principal use, on postcards, had a life of only
two and half months. Even examples of use in multiples or with other values are scarce to find. The full
lifetime of the 1915 provisional issue took place during World War I. The outbreak of war (August 1914) had
three major impacts: establishment of military postal services; the nearly complete suppression of the tourist
industry, and introduction of rate increases at various times.

Historical Background: On October 15" 1915 Egypt issued a provisional surcharged stamp, 2 milliémes on
3 milliémes. The overprinting was done by the Government Printing Works, Boulag, which was also
responsible for an essay of the surcharge. As Peter Smith notes; the reason for the provisional is not known
with certainty, but it is most likely that the supply of 2m stamps was running out, either as a result of delayed
deliveries because of the outbreak of World War 1. or underestimation of the demand for 2m stamps before
the internal postcard rate was raised to 3m. (January 1 1916).

Exhibit Plan:
1. Essay pages 2
2. Types pages 2-4

3. Varieties
e Recorded pages 5-8
e Unrecorded  pages 8-9

4. Usage
e Largest recorded used block of 20 and 1% Day cancellation page 10
e Printed Matter, Periodicals and Samples page 11
e Postcard page 12
e Letters page 13
e Military pages 15-16
e Registered Letters page 14
e The new postcard rate page 16

Based on the exhibitor’s research, all items are considered scarce, but items of particular
philatelic interest and rarity are framed by a Gold-Orange frame.

Published Research: based on the materials used in this exhibit several articles have been
published;

1- A. El-Etreby, “The 1915 Provisional: A Centenary Celebration” Quarterly Circular of the Egypt
Study Circle, December 2015, Vol XXII No. 8, (Whole series No. 255), p. 173-185.

2- A. El-Etreby, “The 1915 Provisional: The Largest recorded used multiple” L 'Orient Philatelique,
June 2019, Vol X No. 2, Issue No. 144, p. 46.

3- A. El-Etreby, “Egypt 1915 Provisional 1* Day Cancellation” L ’'Orient Philatelique, September
2019, Vol X No. 3, Issue No. 145, p. 89-91.
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Surcharge Essay

The overprinting was done by the Government Printing Works, Boulag, which was also responsible for an essay
of the surcharge. The essay has the surcharge arranged almost vertically, tilted slightly to the left ; it was
apparently printed as a single strip of ten, set from loose type.

The surcharge essay (Ex Peter Smith Collection)
ONLY Ten printed and ONLY four recorded

Types

The original stamp was typographed on chalky paper by De La Rue and issued in sheets of 200, arranged in two
vertical panes of 100 (10x10). It was surcharged “2 milliémes”, in French and Arabic, by typography. The
surcharge was applied in complete sheets of 200 without removal of any margins and the stamps were so issued.
The surcharge setting is 10 x 1, i.e., loose type was arranged for ten stamps in a horizontal row. From this row a
mould was made and reproductions obtained by casting. Twenty castings formed a printing plate of 200. Thus
any horizontal row shows all ten types, and each vertical column contains only one type.

A diagram showing the ten types. (After P. Smith)

10
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Types

Deanile of the types scconding fo the positioaing of the French wonls in relation o the
Arabic have boen deseribod and iflustsated by Douglas McMeille i the Todlowing

tahlc and diagram p
Type | Polat at which praloaging the vipht edge of the right- | Columns where
hand  vertical  character  “lam™  woold  meet | the types
*Milliemses' abuve. A e TUVORE o
1| Shightly 10 the lefi of middie ez of the secand “m” TRI0C
W | The left comer of maddle Ies of the second “m” P A
11 | The centro of middle leg of the secood “m” - 1
IV | Righa carmer of the middhe leg of the seoond “m” &4
v | Stiphtly 1o the rlght of mbddic leg of the socond “m™ 3" =
}I/ \"T.: e
“T] -
Tyros ol
13 5

_l"""
b ,“
/ : :
R T
Type 2 Type 3
The five 1ypes accocding to MeNeille

na‘-unuuu-‘..

& & T il ..-‘,_.-.‘

sA\K\kme.MWd

‘\~\ _\\ ~\-‘\ \‘\\ Mmpodlbmlvarmks A
VANAN ~\~\ \ \l«\ x\k\ number 10
i \ N \ g \,.\ \\ .\ Blue arrow: Braken letter o' posilion namber 49
NS \~ ~\\x\' \\\,
}*\ ‘:\"\"\"\ -“\E'\'\:-N'. _
_\\‘\\‘\ \\\\\1\_
N ﬁ\ AN \o\\l :
~-\\ DN \\\\\"\
NN :\”\ N \~\ \ \’.\'

Unrecorded positional varicties
Green srrow: Closed letler *s” position numlbser 55

Black arcaw: Heoken iniddle leg of the seeond "o position
namber 22, 52, 72, 82,92

12
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Recorded Varieties

Broken letter ‘e’

A minor variety of some interest occurs once in the
sheet: position 49, upper pane. The second ‘e’ is
broken so as to resemble a letter ‘c’.

1916 Postcard sent to France on Aug 14" 1916 Qurashia cds, with broken ‘¢’ variety in upper stamp.
Correct franking of 4mil for external postcard surface rate. (Type III surcharge)

13
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Recorded Varieties

Broken Arabic letter noon (O

j Among the lesser flaws in the surcharge is a broken tip to the Arabic letter noon (0), position 10 (at the left-hand end
of the word ‘milleeman”)

Broken ‘noon’, position 10

Inverted surcharge

Two sheets were printed with the surcharge inverted. Both were evidently sold over the counter, and used examples
exist off and on covers (as fronts). Examples from one of the sheets are known only from Hehya; those from the other
are mostly unused (at least one block is known), but some have been found used at Beni Korrah. The inverted
surcharge is scarce in singles and extremely scarce in blocks. The largest seen is a block of four.

Only TWO sheet exists

Surcharge offset

Strong offset of the surcharge on the back of the stamp, probably arising from an inked plate having been closed on
the bare platen immediately before a sheet of stamps was put through. Since the offset was applied on the gum, only
unused examples can be identified.

Soeenssesvereey

.
sesessssees

14
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Recorded Varieties

Arabic letter lam (J)

Large Lam (J): The letter measures 3.3mm in height, left leg thinner than its right leg with a pronounced indentation
between the two legs.

Small Lam (J): The letter measures 3.0mm in height, the two legs are nearly equal in size, and the indentation
between the two legs not as deep as in its corresponding letter. On all types except no. 6, the lam is taller. On type 6 it
is only (3.0mm) tall i.e. short lam i

m‘ia.

Used block of 10, March 9” 1916 “Alexandria R” cds.
Large Lam (Blue arrow) - Small Lam (Red arrow)

Arabic letter meem (=)

Large meem («): The body of the letter is larger than
its counterpart, squared in appearance and its foot is
usually thin at the point where it joins the body.

Small meem («): The body is smaller, with a

rounded appearance, and its foot is thicker at the
point where it joins the body.

i T

&

Surcharge a cheval verticall

N\

60

2

Strong vertical shift of the surcharge, such that it
straddles two stamps (a cheval). The vertical
surcharge a cheval, known from one sheet of 200, on
which the surcharge was printed diagonally, caused
it to become misplaced downward, with increasing
severity towards the right-hand edge of the sheet

Only ONE sheet exists

15
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Recorded Varieties

Surcharge a cheval horizontally

Strong horizontal shift of the surcharge, such that it
straddles two stamps (a cheval). The horizontal
surcharge a cheval, known from one sheet of 200.

Only ONE sheet exists
Albino (double) surcharge
A double surcharge exists in which one impression is albino (but deeply impressed into the paper, and easily visible,

especially from the back). The albino (blind) impressions are a little higher than those made by the inked impressions.
It resulted from a successful attempt to correct an error of improperly positioned sheet in the press.

ses000000

albino (blind) surcharge and the inked surcharge shows horizontal shift (a cheval)
Only ONE sheet exists

Unrecorded Varieties

Closed letter ‘s’: Broken re ‘2°:

1 found this variety in position 55, showing the position as yet unknown
upper tip of the letter ‘s’ closed.

16
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Unrecorded Varieties

Broken frame: Perfins:

of the panel around the upper right number ‘3’ Agricultural Bank of Egypt: company code A B/ E
and a White Cloud above the letter ‘s’

Broken ‘m’:

the second ‘m’ in the word “Milliemes™, position as
yet unknown

Credit Lyonnais Cairo: company code CL/ C

Misperforation:

however slight, that leads to horizontal or vertical
shifting of the stamp

Broken middle leg:

of the second ‘m’ in the word “Milliemes”. I found this
variety in positions 22, 52, 72, 82, 92

&

17
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The 1915 Provisional Usage

Largest Recorded Used Block of 20, cancelled on December 8% 1915, Minya-Cairo (T.P.O.) cds

ONLY RECORDED Cover with 1" DAY Cancelation (15. X. 15.)

1915 Registered Cover sent to Cairo on October 15", 1915 Cairo R.D.7 cds, with registration label, received
on same day Cairo R.A.2 cds (Type L, IL, II, VI and V surcharge)

18
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The 1915 Provisional Usage
Printed Matter

-~ Covloyrcre
8 Sl $2etin Sa Elakic h 7oy

e lozea

No 150

1916 Greetings cover sent to Zeitoun, Cairo, on January 1™ 1916, Cairo cds. Correct franking of 2mil for internal

printed matter. (Type V surcharge)

Periodicals and Samples

1916 Wrapper addressed to Cairo with Alexandria cds February 1% 1916. Correct franking of 2mil internal rate

for samples 2m/100g. (Type III surcharge)

19



No 150 L6Orient Philatel i qDeembe020

The 1915 Provisional Usage

Postcard

B e o)

borrione e 2 vy«rx W«w«/

W CARD - EGYPT
2

LO8 tp ; W
ALEXANDRIA. - Mahmoudich Canal.
ALEXA] X

NDRIE. - Canal Mahmoudich.

/.

1915 Postcard sent to Switzerland on December 11" 1915 Alexandria C cds, alongside “Passed by Censor No
77 oval handstamp. Correct franking of 4mil for external postcard surface rate. (Type III surcharge)

—
»,b/}s\’
ff

B S |

4 ffw ........ e B e e e
. o e ) G e

s 2

S RCR R

1915 Postcard sent to Alexandria on December 30" 1915, Sohag Station cds. Correct franking of 2mil for
internal postcard rate. (Type 111 surcharge)

20
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The 1915 Provisional Usage
Letters

1915 Cover sent to Cairo
December 29" 1915 “Tresor et
Postes 507” cds (French army
base post office at Alexandria for
the Russian troops), Alexandria
cds. Censored with “Passed
Censor B” and “Alexandrie FR
Corr  d’armees”  handstamp.
Received same day, Cairo cds on
reverse. Correct franking Smil
Internal letter rate. (Type III
surcharge)

1916 Cover addressed to
France on February 14"
1916, Cairo cds, received
February 22rd 1916, Loine
cds on reverse. Correct
franking of 10mil external
surface rate for letters. (Type
I1I surcharge)

21
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The 1915 Provisional Usage
Registered Letters

1916 Cover addressed to
Switzerland on July 5%
1916, Alexandria cds,
received July 2%
Unterageri cds on reverse.
Correct franking of 20mil
external rate for registered
letters (10mil + 10mil for
registration).

1915 Cover
addressed to
England on
December 30"
1915, Cairo cds,
received January
13" 1916,
London cds on
reverse. Correct
Franking:
External rate for
letters 10mil
(reduced to 5mil
for GB) + 10mil
for registration.
(Type 111
surcharge)

-
"
.
3
.
°
5
.
.
-
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The 1915 Provisional Usage
Military

Letters and postcards mailed at military post offices were liable for postage, to be paid by Egyptian stamps, at the outset
of war. Examples are scarce and include British, Australian, New Zealand, Indian, and French military post offices

New Zealand Advanced / 1915 2m/Im surcharge stationary cover uprated to pay the Sm UPU special

Base Ammy Post Office ods rate for letters to GB instead of 10m (but the sender most probably failed to
of November 27 1915 recognize the surcharge and used it as 1m value cover or out of convenience),
(Type I and II surcharge) sent to London on March 15 1916, Army Post office SZ10 cds (British Forces

in Egypt).Overrated 1m (6m instead of 5m) (Type IV surcharge)

Vi
i =3

.o

2

1916 cover sent to England on 20™ Marsh 1916, Suez cds, along side with Military censor “Passed by censor
No 2218 and “INDIAN EXPEDITION FORCE 1” hand stamp. Received on 26 Marsh 1916 Base Army Post
Office cds on the back.

23
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The 1915 Provisional Usage
Military warship Facilities

Y
4
'\,./?/“-:(—[(f

)
s A
i s N
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(=

1916 Cover addressed to England on January 10 1916 Alexandria Seamen’s Home cds. Transit Alexandria cds on
reverse same day. UPU special letter rate for GB 5m instead of 10m. (Type IV surcharge)

On January I”, 1916, the internal posicard rate was raised to 3m. Hence, the use of the

o

n
g
5
$
%
i

ok

1916 Postcard sent to Zagazie. Egypt on Jamsary 9 1916 Alexandria cds. Franked 3mil internal postcard surface rate.
(Type 1 surcharge).

24
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The membersf the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed thai

Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneous

translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collectior
with seriousconsequences to the interpretation of the item in question.

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languac
and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the
interpretation of othreaspects relating to social, historical and geographical
circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon,

handwritten annotations and talismanic markings.

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email asdaarof the item;
front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we st
be happy to oblige as soon as possible.

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items.

Email : egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com

25
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