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Queen Elizabeth II (1926 ï 1922) really 

was a stamp collector, and not only did 

she maintain the Royal collection, the 

Queen enhanced and developed this 

collection, as well as supported and 

encouraged the hobby. Inspired by her 

grandfather, King George V, Queen 

Elizabeth II took a real interest in 

organized philately.  

Like her grandfather she became, in 1952, the Royal Patron of the Royal 

Philatelic Society London, the oldest philatelic society in existence, and visited 

their Devonshire Place premises in 1969, and their new premises in Abchurch 

Lane in 2019. On both occasions it was clear that her interest was indeed 

genuine and not just formality or ceremony, those who were fortunate to have 

been at these two events are on record as saying precisely that. And how many 

stamp collectors do you know who have spent £250k on a cover?  Not many.  

 However, Queen Elizabeth II purchased the 

famous Kirkcudbright 1840 Penny Black first day 

cover in 2001, undoubtedly recognising its 

significance and no doubt the importance to the 

Royal collection. But donôt go thinking that the 

Queen threw money around because she had 

wealth, because nothing could be further from the 

truth, the purchase was paid for by the proceeds of 

a sale of duplicates from the Royal collection 

which occurred in the same year. 

 

The Queen has readily exhibited in the United Kingdom and overseas. She has 

generously allowed access to this fabulous collection ï in fact such access has 
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never been so great as under her reign. This has aided the furtherment of the 

hobby by supporting specialists and experts to compare and study. 

If all this wasnôt enough to endorse the Queenôs credentials as a great collector, 

then one of the most telling tales is that according to commentators who speak 

with heads of state staying at Buckingham Palace, the Queen is proud of her 

stamps so much that she loves showing them off to visitors. What a beautiful 

picture to underpin our respect to, a magnificent Queen for Great Britain and a 

wonderful Queen of stamp collecting. To óThe Queen of Stampsô.  

By Devlan Kruck (at David Feldman) 

 

The Queen of Stamps 
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 ЙϠϝАϣужϝГтϽϡЮϜ ϤϜнЧЯЮ ЀϝгЃтϽЫЮϜ ϤϜϹтϝЛв-  аϝК̸̺̼̀ 

 ЬϸϝКϝзϲ 

ЬϜ ϣϛТ ев ϼϹЋт ЙϠϝА Ͻ϶Ϝ ̺ аϝК ЭгϯЮϜ ϢϼнЋϠ ϣужϝГтϽϡЮϜ ϤϜнЧЯЮ ЀϝгЃтϽЫЮϜ ϤϜϹтϝЛгЮ буЯв̸̺̼̀ 

ϽгϲцϜ днЮϝϠ дϝЪ . 

 бϧТ йКϽЃϠ ЙуϡЯЮ ϣЎмϽЛгЮϜ йугЫЮϜ ϤϻУж

 ев ϣКϽЃЮϜ йϮм пЯК йуТϝЎϖ йугЪ ϟЯА

Ϝ бϦ ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϣЛϡГЮϜ ϿлϯϦ пϧϲ м ̪йЛϡГгЮ

 ЄϽЧЮϜ ϣϛТ ев ЙϠϝА Ръϐ ϢϽЇК ϱуІнϦ

 пЮϜ ϣгуЧЮϜ ЍуУϷϧϠ ̺ СЦнгЮϜ ϺϝЧжш буЯв

 нт ЙуϡЯЮ ϥЎϽК м̸̽  ϽϡгЃтϸ̸̺̼̀  м

 ант пТ̸̿  ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϣЛϡГЮϜ ϥЯЊм ϽϡгЃтϸ

ЙуϡЮϜ ϻТϝзв пЮϜ ϽгϲцϜ ЭгϯЮϜ ЙϠϝА ев. 

 

ЮϜ еуϠ ХтϽУϧЮϜ пТ ϢϜнлЮϜ ев ϽуϫЪ пжϝЛт ϝлжнЮ пЮмъϜ дϜ ϩуϲ ФϽУЯЮ ϣϳЎϜм иϼнЊ ЙЎϒ ϝзк м еуϧЛϡГ

 ̯ыуЯЦ СЯϧϷт ФϼнЮϜ ϣзуϯК  днЮ ̯ϝЏтϜ м сЮϝЧϦϽϡЮϜ ϽгϲцϜ пЮϜ ЭугϦ ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϝгзуϠ пжϝЦ ϽгϲϜ . 

 ев пЯОϒ ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϣЛϡГЮϜ ев ЙϠϝГЮϜ егϪ дϜ ϽЪϻЮϝϠ ϽтϹϮ мгϫЮϜ РϝЛЎϒ ϣЃг϶ ев ϽϫЪϓϠ пЮмцϜе. 
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Egypt 1884 Provisional 20 Paras Surcharge 

 

By EPS member Yasser Omar 

*  Cairo 2022 ï Gold medal exhibit 
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