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LETTERS OF THE NAPOLEONIC POST IN EGYPT

BY PETER A.

THE EARLIEST HANDSTAMPED postal markings of
Egypt, are those introduced by the French
during the occupation of Egypt by Napoleon,
1798 - 1801. Examples are quite rare, and
are much sought after, but unfortunately
few collectors or dezlers have seenthe real
thing, and mistaken identification is com-
monplace. These notes are tc acquaint coll-
ectors with what exists, and to warn them
what to avoid.

Napcleon landed at Alexandria in the evening
of July lst., 1798, and capitulated to the
British on September 2, 1801. These dates
must be the outside limits for the operation
of the French military post. The surviving
letters are mestly addressed to Generals in
Napoleon's army. The addresses include the
name of an Egyptian town; overseas destina-
tions (i.e., French or Italian) are unknown
insofar as I am aware. It should be noted
that Napoleon's army was blockaded in Egypt
by the British navy during the entire pericd
of the occupation, and corresrondence over=-
seas was virtually impossibles

The postal markings consisted of straight-
line town names, withcut dates or other
numbers. The krnown towns are: ALEXANDRIE,
BENESOUF, L& CAIRE, DAMIETTE, ROSETTE and
STOUTH. Others are believed to have existed
but, no examples have yet come to light.
These markings have been illustratedin sev-
eral articles, as follows:

S. SMITH

G. Marechal and H. Clerisse, a series of ar-

ticles on "Les Marques Postales des Armees
Francaises de 1792 a 1805", 1In Annales de
Philatelie, Vol. IT and III 1936 = 1941,

The part, pertinent to Egypt has been ex-
tracted and reprinted in L'Orient Philatel-
ique, Vol. V, (No. 57), pe 7, (Jan., 1947).

A. Leralle, "Les Premieres Marques Pcstales
d'Egypte de la Poste Francaise", L'Orient
Philatelique, Vol. VI (No. 65), p. 4 (Jan.,
1949. This article illustrates two covers
from the Byam collection.

Brig. C. D. Rawson, "The French Campaign in
Egypt". Quarterly Circle of the E.S.C. Vol.
IV, No. 12, p. 152 (Oct., 1956). This art-
icle has the best historical summarye.

A. L. Cicurel, "Les Premieres Marques Post-
ales d'Egypte" L'Orient Philatelique, Vecl.
VIII (No. 82), p. 117 (April, 1953). This
article gives the best illustraticns of the
postal markings, which are reprcduced from
dravings made by L. J. Moutafoff for de
Beaufond's magazine "Le Marcophil".

A1l Known covers are on heavy, hand-made
laid paper of excellent quality. They are
generally folded double, so that the inner
pege could be used for the message, and the
outer asa wrapper bearing the address. They
were sealed with sealing wax.

(Continued on following page)
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Three examples are illustrated hereon. (The
first, at the bottom of the page, is SIOUTH,
somewhat blurred). The markings are usually
struck in black, but red was also used. The
value of such covers varies with the town,
the strike, and other aspects of condition,
but, it is generally in the range of $25.00
to $100.00. "leCaire"is the commonest, foll-

owed by "Alexandrie". The message page is
frequently cut out; this reduces the value,
particularly since it 1s only the message
that gives the date. The presence of other
markings, such as the "Comm. en Chef" shown,
may also increase the value.

(Continued on the following page)
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LETTERS OF THE NAPOLEONIC POST IN EGYPT (Cont.)

Dealers and collectors frequently mistake the name; the dates are always later than
examples of the French post in Italy for 1801, and are thus quite impossible for
Egyptian. The commonest is Alessandria in Egypt; the addresses are usually to Italian
Northern Italy, which also used a straight-  locations. An example of one of the Italian
line handstamp with the French spelling covers, kindly lent by Dick Klein, is illu-
"Alexandrie". These can be recognized at strated here. Much Italian spelling, rath-
once in any of the following ways: The er than the French form that was utilized
marking includes the numerals "106" over in Egypte
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THE "ITALIAN" ALESSANDRIA DATED 26 JULY 1808

Dick Klein has also loaned us a copy of the original letter con-
tained in this envelope. Space prevented us from showing it now
but we will reproduce it for you in our next issue. (July-dug.)

ADDITIONAL WANT LIST . . . NEEDS TOWN LISTING FOR UPPER EGYPT . . .

Our new reader in Lusaka, Zambia, F1t. Lt. DR. E. HAROLD CHARLESWORTH, of the Dept. of
R. C. PERKINS of the RAF Element of the ZAF Chemistry, Univ. of Manitoba writes to tell
has written and asked that the following be us of his particular interest, and his fine
included in the WANTS & OFFERS column. Our collection of Egyptian cancellations, form-
page was already printed so, we will add it ed from an acquisition from Rebson Lowe who
here: If you can help, address; BJSTT (RAF handled it for the late Grig. Gen. Rawdon.
Element) ZAF, P.0. Box 1291, Lusaka, Zambia He has upgraded it to the point of several
. . " volumes. It is mounted according to Mudyerat.
Zeh # ggi’bgi' 114';22 WIEh g baﬁs, ﬁ z; ;' He says too, He says too, ?hat he has used
511 bis & 305 W3 n M oor U. the list of Egyptian P.O.'s in L'OP (81- 84
- * 88, 95) and found it very useful. Unfortun-
An avid Egyptian collector, he is a member ately, these fine articles did not include
of the Phila. Soc. of Egypt and the Egypt Upper Egypt (South of Assiout), the Canal
Study Circle. He completes s 2} year tour area and the Sinai area. If you can help
of duty in December to return to the U.K. we'll be c¢lad to publish the list.
%* * * *
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FIRST AUCTION SALE

10T M-*
id U-0
1 *
2 #
3 #
L *
5 0
6 0
7 0
8 0
9 *
10 *
1l 0
12 0
13 0
1 ¥B-6
15 0

16 *

17 *

18 "

19 #

20 *

21 =

22 e

23 *

24 B

~ DESCRIPTION
Jaffa Inter Postal Seal, rare, Kehr #126

Ditto

Zeh 1 p. 26, 5 Para Fray - Stained & Missing perfs.

Zeh 13 p. 36, 5 PT. Brown, Thin - poor

Zeh 15 p. 48, inv. wmk., thin spots (15 bb)

Zeh 28a, p. 58

Zeh 46a, p. 63, Avg.

Zeh 23c, p. 58, Bottom perfs clipred

- Zeh 44 -50, Imperf pairs, Good

Zeh 55b, p. 68, Good

Zeh 55c, pe. 68, Horizontal pair

Zeh 62a, p. 68

Zeh 69IIId, p. 72, Good

Zeh 711, p. 74, Control A/21

Zeh 88a, p. 79, Good

Zeh 95b, p. 81, Vertical pair, Good
Zeh 117a, p. 85, Good

Zeh 131, pP. 99, Booklet pane,
with control # 4/38 A/39, Underpriced

Zeh 149b, p. 103, (Pair), Good
Zeh 195 bis, p. 114, 3 bars, Good
Zeh 212, p. 115, 6 bars

Zeh 37 -48, p. 139, (Short Set) Royal Imperfs
Lee Cat., $300.00

Zeh 150, p. 103, 3 bars, Unlisted

Zeh 111 113, p. 154

FINAL DATE OF BIDDING

No. 4 page 68
- JUNE 20, 1969
GAT, RESERVE
VALUE
$ 35.00 $ 7.50
35400 ——
13450 g
120.00 .
3.00 ———
75 3.60
9.00 3.60
«90 —
85.00 10,00
450 —
720 2.00
4420 2.00
1.80 2.00
3.60 —
6.00 e
4.+80 2.50
24,400 ——
<90 ————
5425 —
7420 S
18.00
25.00
? —
5.00
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Lot M Description Cate
£ T val.
25 % Zeh 1 pe 230 Good $11.25
26 % Zeh 89-92 p, 251 Good 1,80
27 0 Zeh 1b p. 259 Hard to find el5
28. +#0 Smell Specialized Collection Ij6 stamps of
Zeh 1 p. 259, water marks, shades 3 controls

29 3B Zeh 5 p. 285 Block of I} with mergin stains 63,00
30 0 Zeh 15¢ p, 307 Good o15
31 3 Zeh 3, 7 & 8 p. 321 Good 15.75
32 % Zeh 9 p. 322 214,00
33 3% Scott 1 no gum -~ some perfs missing 700
3u 0 Scott L S1light tear, thin 15,00
‘35 0 Scott 1lba Fair 6.50
36 0 Scott 25b Thin spot 8,00
37 +B Scott 27 Perf 12%, pale shade 8.25
38 .% Scott 39 N H vf L.75
139 0 Scott 92-10l4 av used set 8,52
1.0 OB Scott 10 av 28,00
11 3 Scott 118~120 Hinge msarks 1,50
L2 * Scott 205=207 vf Hinge marks 1.80
.3 % Scott 225-227 H&ﬁée marks 3,10
i % Scott 228230 Hinge marks 3615
1.5 3 Scott C2 2 copies NH 6600
116 C 15 PDC's all 4iff, 1957-9 ———
117 C i FDC!'s Azher, Poets, Aggress lst aid —_—
1,8 c 3 FDC!s Human Rights, Pal. Ovpt, Gaza (Pal,) ===
1.9 B 16 CBfs 1957-9 NH vf commems

50 *B Cont, block Human Rights NH vf

51 #B Cont, block Peoples Struggle, Pal, Ovpt NH vf

Reserve

1,00

2,00
3450
1} .00
2,00
2.50
1,50
2650
3,00

2,00
2.50
9400
1,50

1.0
1.0
2.25
2:75
1.25
3,75
R Tt
1,00
2,50
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Lot M Description Cate Reserv4
4 U . ‘ Vale.
514 C 6 Misc, Egypt covers = 2 with censor Y - -
2 Postal Stationery. (Hotel) 1 Pacuebot(1933)
1l Stampless with "British Embassy-Cairo"
seal - -
52 C 1949 Citex Cashet Cover Est, L,00 i
I
53 c 1938 Leprosy Congress FOC - -
|
5 Postal Card 20 para brown Higgins & Gage 1.00 - i
55 c 2 Military Covers one stampless W.W.II |
, other with Zeh 3 p., 321 BEste 3.50 -
56 C Iy War Covers (2 union S.A.) Interesting " 5,00 §
57 Covers & used Postal Stationery
2 Militery (one with Zeh 3 p. 321) Total
7 Covers & 3 post cards Este 6,00 -
.58 Lot of 252 stemps (interesting.cancellations)
and 26 covers Est, 15,00 —
59 - Lot of several hundred stamps and many
covers, very good & interesting for the
specialist Est, 25,00
Sudan
1 0 Scott 98~11l. Good 2,80 —_—
2 * Scott €01-8 '}4_.35 1.95
L G Cover cancelled "ea/apo 2" dated
Oct, 8, 1941 o 5,00
Late Arrivsls = Too Lazte to iccurately Classify
Lot M Description Cate Reserve
# U Val,
60 c Posta Europz Type I Cairo 1852 - $5.00
61 c Ditto Slightly Damaged - 5.00
62 G Posta Europa Type III Mansura - L.25
63 c f L " " A )_‘_‘25




EXHIBITION NOTES... (

A GOID AWARD, won by RALPH C. TIPPER, of
Toronto, Canada, for a display of 60 pages
of SUDAN to 1954, at the Annual Exhibition
of the North Toronto Stamp Club, held on
March 29/30, 1969.

Ralph won a second GOLD AWARD in Peterboro,
Ontario for a 48 page display of SARAWAK on
March 22/23, at a show held by the Kawartha
Philatelic Society.

I am sure many others are exhibiting and we
would like to list your achievements. Give
us the information firs* hand please, so we

atelic media. . .

3* * 3% -3 3%
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won't list it incorrectly from other phil-
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N BT Posta‘Eﬁfépé_ Type III Samanud e H;QE
65 C u U " Slight Damage s 3,00
66 C Posta Europa Type V Mansura 186L - 5.00
67 c Posta Europa Type V Zagaezig 186l - 3.50
68 v Citex (1949) Cachet Gover e i« 75
69 ¢ Postage Due on cover 2 Pi 1884 - 29,00
70 ¢ Stampless Austrisn P.0O. in Alexandria S 14,00
i C Ditto - 14,00
72 c Ditto e 14,00
73 C British P,0. Alexandria BOl on 6 Pence - 8.25
h c Ditto - 8425
| 75 c Ditto - 8.25

%76 c French Stampless Cover From Msrseille to

; Alexandria 1852 Manuscript "10% -~ 17.50

>‘77 C Ditto - 17,50
?78 C Sudanese Stempless Campaign Cover

| "Wedi HWelfe Camp 7 JA 97 TI" 46,00
279 c Cover From Y“Atabaras" Sudan 1915 to Clevelsnd,

’ Ohio Backstamped with TPO Cance. - .
§80 Fine piece with li Russian levant neatly tied

i with Russian Dardanelles - 23.00
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ILL.O.CONMMEMODORATIVE -~ ISSUED APRIL 11TH

4 special commemorative stamp was issued bj
The Postal Authority Printing Organization
on April 1lth, to honor 50 years of service
by the "Internaticnal Labour Organizaticn®.

Founded in 1919 as a specialized agency,
with the objective of bringing together rep-
resentatives of the government, labour and
management to improve working conditicns; to
increase labour prcductivity, and to seek
economic stability by means of internation-
al conventions. Headquarters are in Geneva,
Switzerland,

DATE OF ISSUE: 11 April, 1969 ' !

DENCMINATICN: 20 Mills The normal stamp, as issued, is illustreted !
DESIGN: A group of industrial chimneys and along with a photo of the first day cancel-:
the emblem of the I. L. O. lation depicting the emblem of the "Inter-:
SIZE: 25.40 mm. x 42,27 mm. (Vertical) national Labour Organization. The cancella- !
PERFORATION: 113 tion measures 31 3/4 mm. in diareter, appl- :
SHEET : 50 Stamps (10 x 5) in black. :
WATERMARK : Multiple Eagle ?
QUANTITY: 1,500,000 SPECIAL NOTICE: The rsgular 10 Mill defin~ :
COLCUR: Red, brown, black and ultra- itive was reprinted during March, 1969, It
marine on beige background. does vary slightly in color from the preced-
Printing: Rotogravure by the Postal Organ- ing issues. The design of the stamp remains :
ization Printing House, Cairoe. unchanged. ‘

3* 3* * ¥* * ¥* 3* * *

* % 5 %
g; W(.QZWM L/'a/:
IAN HAMILTON, - of the "Review of Reviews", W, F. (Bill) BILLENS, for several fine art-

and Robson Lowe's "PHILATZLIST", for giving cles on varieties. Idon't know what I would
us a find send off in London. Remember the do without you Bill !

people who support usy when you need their
services or publications. WILLIAM HILL, for his variety of the three
bar overprint, appearing in this issue.

GEORGE GOUGAS, for his fine article on the
unlisted bisects. . .

MEHANNY EID, for assisting me in obtaining
many of the back numbers of L'OP for my ref-
BROADWAY APPROVALS LTD., 50 Denmark Hill, erence library. . . a must for the bibli-
London, England, S.E.5, for their kindness ography now being compiled. . Also for many
in sending me copies of the "Souvenir" SUEZ other kindnesses, so unselfishly offered.

CANAL SHEET, illustrated in our last issue.

] CHARLES FOX, for his kind offer of help in

RALPH TIPPER, for sending me photographs of assembling data for the bibliography nos in

the Egyptian pound value used on a passport. progress. His vast file of material and his

Unfortunajely the blus color did not reprod- keen knowledge, gained over many years will

uce well and this will be covered in a fut—= be invaluable to us. o .

ure instalment on the revenues and fiscals - oo :

now running serially in Topics. Neverthe- 2l b THL~F¥NE AR¥TERS’ T et i
g 88 J P ted so much in making "Egyptian Topics" the

less, Ralph is a staunch suprorter and his kind of a journal vo t % dp

help is gratefully acknowledged. . . f e ey = a8

Gordon B. Garrett, Editor

% * 3 3* * ¥* * ¥* ¥ ¥*
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGYPT
SUEZ: % _éy ANNOTATED RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY By: ~ GORDON B. GARRETT

SECTICN II

(SUEZ - BYAM, Dr. WILLIAM, ESC, Vol. V, No. 3, pgs. 26 =33, An attempt to illustrate
Suez as a factor in World Communications. A historical treatise with a good
deal of value to the philatelist as it ties the stamps of Suez to the article.
Reprinted and illustrated in PHILATELY", July-August, 1958 issue.

LES BUREAU ANGLAIS G'ALEXANDRIE, SUERZ ET CATRE - d'HUMIERES, JEAN BOULAD, Schweizer
Briefmarken~Zeitung (G) February, 1961.

SUEZ - d'HUMIERES, JEAN BOUL&D, SBZ, Nos. 4, 5, & 6, 1968, An excellent illustrated
article in German by the master of the Suez Canal. Recommended to serious stu-
dents. Will be published later, in English, in Egyptian Topics. :

EGITTO, JLL CENTENARIO DET FRANCOBOLLI DI SUEZ - d'HUMIERE, JEAN BOULAD, (Itzlian),
I11 Collezionista Italia Filatelica, April-May, 1968, Nos. 8, 9, 10, ppgs. 6,
7, 8 - 4, 5, 6, = 24, 25, & 26. The usual Boulad treatment. Profusely illus-
trated with good reporducticns. hen you believe its all been said, go back
and read Boulad for something different, new and of genuine interest.

STAMPS OF THE SUEZ CANAL CAUSED TRCUBLE 88 YEARS AGO - (?) WESTERN STAMP COLLECTOR,
1 page, 1956. An interestirg article on the military crises in the Canal over
its span. Makes mention of the British Army Post in Suez.

STAMPS OF THE SUEZ CANAL COMPANY - PIGGOTT, WILLIAM, Western Stamp Collector, August 13,
1968. 1 page (3 cols.). Factual informaticn in a short article. Worth while.

SUEZ CANAL (Plapcgrarhic Printing) - WILLIAMS, L.N. & M., American Philatelist, February,
1958, prgs. 355- 356. An excellent technical work of interest to the specialist
covering the printing methods, stones etc. Well illustrated with enlargements.

SUEZ SOUVENIR SHEST - Printed in London - Illustrations of .the original, (front),.Linn's
Stamp News, Jan. 13, 1969. Egyptian Topics, Mar.-A4pril, 1969, No. 3. with il-
lustrations (front & rear), showing printed "facsimilie" on reverse of each item.
Comments on its purpose, parer, cost etc. by G. B. Garrett, editor.

SUEZ_CANAL COVERS AND_STaMPS - RINGSTROM, AV. S., Trellberg, Sweden (In Swedish), trans-
lated in English thru the efforts of Nancy E.Schaefer - 4 pages. Excellent info-
rmaticn on the postal rates, and on the sixteen known covers.

SUEZ CANAL - DORN, J., The forged Stamps of 411 Countries, p. 91, (London printing),
2/3 page with brief description of the forgeries. ‘4 useful diagram for
comparison of the shading and rosition of the corner circles.

SUEZ MARITIME CANAL COMPANY - THE SPUD PAPERS, ppgs. 52 & 53 (one page article, general
informaticn with little research value. An illustrated cat. of early forg.

| POSTAL SERVICE FROM THE ISTHUS OF SUEZ - 1859 - 1869, (F), BOULAD, JEAN, (E) ESC. Vol. II,
) No. 2, ppgse 22- 24, In English, translated by Dr. Wm. Byam. A4n interesting &
informative letter, outlining the origin, the part of the Posta Europea, the
tarifs and a listing o7 the offices. 4 must for the serious student.

THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE SUEZ CANAL - d'HUMIERES, JEAN BOULAD & COL. G.R.W. WIIMER, in
ESC., Vol. II, No. 2, pp. 25-28, 40-41, 59-63, 76-77, 89-93, 105-107,
117- 121, 130-132, A complete and comprehensive treatise. Excellent !

# This instalment continue’ from Vol. 1, No. 3 (March-april) (Continued)
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THE PHEILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGYPT: SECTION II - THE SUEZ CANAL COMPANY (Cont.)

HISTORICAL NOTES -~ de COSSON, A. F. C., The Egyptian State Railways Magazine, March,
1934. An official route notice for the Canal, incorporated in the
d'Humiere/Wilmer article. . .

THE SUEZ CANAL COMPANY - d'HUMIERES, JEAN BOULAD, ESC. Vol. II, No. 6, pge 77. & dis-
sertation on the letter described in Vol. II, No. 10, pge 132 and of
the route it traveled.

SUEZ CANAL COMPANY - HARMER, H. R. Sale catalogue of the Mackenzie Low collection, on
pg. 3%, describing 7 lots,” 5 of the genuine stamps, 3 with numeral
cancel, 5129, and two lots of forgeries. Also three photos of the
genuine items on Plate No. II. (1929)

THE SUEZ CANAL & ITS OPERATICN - (Non-rhilatelic) but: an interesting brochure and a
good map, published by the administrator, Suez Canal Authority, Is-
mailia, Egypt, U.d.R.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES IN L'CRIENT PHITATELIQUZ - Journal of the Phil. Society of Egypt.

LES TIMBRES de la COMPAGHNTE du CallAL de SUZZ - MOENS, J. B. (F). Vol. 1,
No. 2, ppgs. 3 & 4. (Cectober, 1929)

THE STAMPS OF SUEZ - BRUMNEL, G. (f). Vol. I, No. 7, ppgs. 11 - 16. JANU-
ary, 1931. Describted with English trans. on pg. 54 of ET,

A NOTE ON_THE OBLITERATICH (5129) (F) - BOULA4D, JEAN, Vol. IV, Noe 45,p. 4

CANAL de SUEZ, 1868-69 - BOULAD, JEAN, (F), Vol. VI, No. 67, ppgs. 140-160,
Propositions - sujet - Fabrication - Quantites - Timbres Poste.
Mise en Service - Tarifs - Suppressicn. Vol. VI, No. 69, p. 277-84.

LES TIMBRES POSTE et les TIMBRES ¥ DATES - d'HUMIERE, J. B., Vol. VII, No. 72,
Ppgs. 35 - 48&. Le papier. (F). Also VOL. VII, No. 80, ppgs. 517-22.
Jan., 1952 & Oct., 1952. Vol. VIIiI, No. 81, ppgs. ppgs. 22-28, Jan.,
1953. Vol. VIII, No. 82, ppgs. 70-89, April, 1953. Vol. VIII, No &7
ppes. 409-416, July, 1954.

TROIS BELLES DECCUVERTES PHILATELIQUES - J'HUMIERE, J.B., Vol. X, No. 98, pgs.
616 - 622. Illustrated article in (French)showing covers and postal
markings. 4 full sheet in reduced size.
HISTORY CF THE SUEZ CANAL POSTAGE STAMPS -~ MONTHLY EXCHANGE & JOUR. OF PHIL. (Edinburg)
Vole pe 2. (From Le Phare d'Alexandrie) May, 1820.
COUNTERFEIT SUEZ CiNAL STAMPS - Topaz, The Stamp (Denver, Colorado, Vole 1, No 7, 7-8.
September, 1886,
LE QUUESTIONNEUR TIMBROPHIIE - MONTEREY, L., F) 1 n'y pas de reimpressions de Suez.
Vol. II, page 21., March 1893.

SUEZ CANAL COMPANY'S STAMPS - The Philatelic Record, Vol. XV, No. 175, p. 171, 7/1893.

SUEZ CANAL (From philatelic records) - Philatelic Journal of America, Vol. X p. 56, in
August, 1893.

SUEZ FORGERIES -~ WAINWRIGHT, J. A., McKeel's Wdeekly Stamp News, Vol., III, No. 51,
page l., December 21, 1893.

(To be concluded next issue)




