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THE WATERMARKS OF EGYPT'S SECCOND ISSIR

Ry Feter R. Feltus

As is well known, stamps of Reypt's 1867-1869
issue are watermarked; after they were print-
ed, a star & crescent was impressed into each
stamp, usually on the back (though the Zeheri
lists only ‘four values with the variety "wmk.
impressed on face", all six eéexist with the
variety, as well as the Ipt. & 2vt, imperf.).

In addition to the wmks. on these stamps, the
sheet selvages were wmkd. in the same manner.,
The 2 sides of each sheet were impressed with
the wording "Amministrazione Delle V.R. Poste
Bgiziane", and the top & bottom with the word
"Francobolli." and the valne. T was recently
fortunate 1in having on loan the imperforate
sheet of the 2pt. stamp which was in the King
Farouk Collection. From it I made a tracing
of the selvage wmks., and from that, with a
pen and "Letraset" instant lettering, 1 made
an illustration which was photostatted and
reduced and appears here.The typeface employ-
ed is only roughly similar to the one of the
actual wmks., but the size and spacing are
the same., The watermarks of the lpt. and 5pt.
sheets are the same, except for the numerals
in the top-right and bottom-left corners. The
parg value sheets are the same at the sides,
but the top & bhottom inscriptions are of diff
ering lengths and spacing (has sny reader any
marginal multiples of para values from which
tracings of these watermarks can be made?).

With this illustration, one can determine the
sheét position of most second issue stamps or
multiples that have selvage attached. (If any
reader has any marginal second issue pieces,
particularly of the 1lpt. 'value, I would be
most grateful for the chance to borrow them,
to photograph & return or buy, as IT'm plating
them., The 2pt. T do not need; I've got photos
of the sheet, prints of which I can offer.)
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PERFINS. ..
on £yyp~f/‘an Stamp ¢

The question of perforated letters in Egypt-
ian stamps is not mysterious at all . « o
when youknow the answer, as sugges tedby
M. W. T. Billens in the last (Vol. 2, #4)
issue of Topics,.

A number of countries have been using punct-
ured stamps with different aims. Often, as
in Egypt, firms employing a large number of
adhesives were forced, to avoid pilferage
by ill-intentioned employees, to puncture
their stock of stamps, usually with the
initials of the firm.

This method of identification aided in the
prevention of their occasional resale as the
origin of the stamps could be immediately
known.

The date of the text officially authoriz-
ing this practice of puncturing stamps is
to be situated at the end of the last cent-
ury. The oldsst copy I have seen is a "De
La Rue" sphinx issued in 1906. (Sudan issu-
ed an Official 1 Febr., 1900 on remainders
off the 5 m. carmine of the first provision-
al issue. Egypt, Zeheri #41, overprinted in
English and Arabic as Sudan, Zeh #6, punct-
ured "S.G." for Sudan Government. This pro-
visional remained in use for one year. Ed.)

The last years of use, according to the
stamps I have seen, extend into the 1950's
(As an example, the French punctured stamps
were used from 1876 until 1955).

The general usage of modern machine frank-
ing (meters) has rendered "puncturing" ob-
solete.

These punctures must obey generally some
rules: not to spoil the recto of the stamp
e.g2., not to take more than a certain sur-—
face of the stamp, and not to alter the fig-
ure expressing the value of the stamp.

.is far larger than one

less

The puncture itself is made more or

carefully on recto or verso of the stamp
(see illustration C L A),
sometimes "a cheval, hor-

izontally or vertically,
according to the size of
the stamp and the perfora-
ted letters.

The description should fol=-
low a standardized format,
giving the opportunity to
describe newtypes and var-
ieties and should include:

1) The height of perforat-
ed letters in millimet-
ers.

2) The numberof holss con-
stituting each lstter.

3) The existence of separ-
ating holes.

4) Possible extra indicat-
ions (bars of lstters,
size of holes, etc.).

5) Catalogue numbers list-
ing source of punctured
stamps.

6) The cancellation which allows to situate
the puncture(s), and sometimes to ident-
ify the firm. i

7) Identification of origin of the issuing

firm, often possible by equating the perf-

orations with .2 printed or stamped letter-
head or envelope. (See illustrations - THOS

COOK & SON (Egypt) Limited, and " SOCIETE

ANONYME du BEHERA"),.

Notably, the interest in punctured stamps

would guess from g
casual glance.

(Continued on mext page)
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PERFINS ON EGYPTIAN STAMPS by DR. &

Primariljr, they are péx’t of a specialized
Egyptian collection with particular emphasis

as postal history items. On the other hand, -
such punctures (perfins) may be comsidered .

as an equivalent to an authenticity certifi-
cate. Forgers rarely puncture their forged
stamps and, if this fact is of no- interest
for small valued stamps, generally genuine,
it is quite a different matter as
high values are concerned. For instance, -the
2 Fr and ‘5 Fr of the second issue of Alex -
andria and Port Said - (French P.0.'s) where
forgeries definately exist. : :

Following, in alphabetical sequence, .is a
basic list of perforations used on Egyptian
stamps and stamps ‘used by the French Post
Office ir Egypt (Alexandria and Port-Said),
compiled :from several French collections to
which I have had access, and from the French
specialized literature, using the prev:.ous-
ly listed method of descrlptlon.

If all of our readers interested inm perflns
will check their stamps and forward the in-
formation,tq.the.editor of Topics, indicate-
ing their discoveriss, it will be possible
to publish supplementary listings to: form
a usable-catalogue of all of the perforated
stamps used 1n Egypt.

BIBLIO\;RAPHY :

"Les timbres- perfores™ by Col. Lebland “ .
Le Monde .des Philatelistes, June 1962 .

and August 19’70.
DR. WINTER'S BAST BASIC LISTING FOLIOWS:

For EGYPT: Zehéri numbers (ordinary stamps

‘ unless otherwise stated:
For ALEXANDRIA and PORT SAID: Y & T Catalog

Height (h) No. of holes per
on stamp each letter.

BY  h'8 mm.. B:l, holes, M:2l holes
On Alexandria #25 :

BO h 7 mm. B:l3, 0:10
On Egypt Nos. 99, 131

. Cancelled: CAIRO.
Firm: Banque Ottomane

CL h4e5mm. C:9, L:7, 4:10
A On Egypt Nos. 40, 83 &
) Alexandria Nos. 29/ 33
42, 52a, 55/58, 70, 72
. 73, 76, 78.
el Cancelleds Alexandrle
Firm: Credit Lyonnais (Alexandrla
Branch of a French Bank

1) Punctures

T

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 1970

far as

"R & C% h'6.5 mm. R:12, &:12, C:8,

SQB‘Q

EGYPTIAN TOPICS

Firm: Credit Lyonnais (Cairo Branch '

Co. Ne h 8.,5mm, .C:l3, N:19
Hole .(period) after
each letter-larger.
On Egypt Nos. 112 &
131, Port Said, #70.
CancelledsPORT SAID

Flrm. Comptoir National d'Escompte

" (The French BAnk)

EOBh65mnh El0,0lO,BlB
: On Alexandrie No. 27

On Egypt No. 127

PO
0:6
On Alexandrie No. 62 )

“h-8 mme S:13, B:19, -hole (period)
after each letter

. On Egypt Nos. 105, 120, 121, 126,

i 131 and 188

Cancelled: ALEXANDRIA

Firm. Societe Anonyme du Behara -

. On Egypt
- Firm: Societe Generale
(The French Bank)

TC h 6.5 mm, Ts7, C:8,
&S &:1l,, S:19. 2 line
text. :
On Egypt No. 60
‘ Firm: Thos Cook & Son
* % *

I3

‘Dr. A Winter of Montrouge, France is a know-

ledgeable and dedicated philatelist, dedica-~
ted to working in our area of ‘interest. He
has kindly offered to correlate all of the
information we are able to gather on perfor-
ated stamps. This compilation will be pub-
lished regularly as the information is re-.
ceived for the edification of all of our

readers.

We would appreciate xerox or other types of
photo copies of the actual stamps placed on

- & black surface, face downward as this meth-
- od shows up the perfins best and will permit
- us to properly measure the punctures.

How=
ever, is this is impractical a good drawing
will do the job. Let us hear from you. Ed.

WINTER o
C L h4e5mme C:9, L7, C:9. 2 line text /™
c. On Egypt Nos. 55, 88, 107, 112 and
~. 45 on page 139
Cancelled: CAIRO

N

)
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SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES
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Varietres On

OFFI

Continuing from our last issue with several
nore oddities, varisties and printing er-
rors, each illustrated and dasscribed.

These officials, produced by Harrison and
Sons of London as the regular issue of 1921
and 1922, with watermark of Multipls Cres-
¢ent and Star were overprinted in Cairo by
the Government Printing Works by typography

Fige 1 Narrow spacing between O.H.E.M.S.
and the Arabic line directly be-

low it. (J-s5t over 1 millimetre).

The narrow spacing on this stamp has an over-
all vertical size of 134 mm. The same as is
found on all of the small stamps which make
up the balance of this issue. The wider spa-
¢ing found on the stamps illustrated in Fig.
2, of 14> mm. was apparently done so that
the overprint would more in proportion w&pp-
lied on the larger stamp.

Pige 2 Wide spacing =~ over 2 Mills, be-
tween O.H.E.M.S. and the Arabic
line directly below.

Fig. 3 PAIR OF THE 5 MILLS

WITH DOUBLE OVERPRINT

The only double overprint variety
found on the stamps of this series
is on the 5 milliemes, and only
one sheet of 100 stamps has been
found. They were not known until
some years after the issue was ob-
solate.

One overprint is 1% mm. below the
the other and slightly to the left.
The two stops after "H" and wide.
spacing varieties are known with
the doublzs overprint. The status
of this item is very doubtful.

CIALS

in panes of 100. The quality of the workman-
ship at the Cairo plant has provided us with
many interesting varieties.
The official overprint, in three lines trans-
lates ap follows:
0. H. E. M, S.
ON HIS EGYPTIAN MAJESTY'S SERVICE

THE GOVERNMENT
THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT

13% MMe

L& mm,
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Recent

~ Controversial Jtems

Several itemsof controversial interest have
appeared in Egypbian Topins in recentmaenths
with the thought in mind that some of our
readers might "Jump into the breach", and
give us their opinions. Accordingly we are
happy to-present here the comments of JEAN
BOULAD d*AUMIERES, F.R.P.3.L., of Lausinne,
Switzarland, interna%ionally known for his
philatelic works, in many fields,
ably Egypt, and of course, the Sue, Canal.
* * *

“TAXE @ PERCEVOIR"
VOL-. 2’ NO. 2, p. 37 - VOLn 2, NO- ../{.’ p. 73

It was never my intention to offer offense -

to Dr, D. C. Jordan concerning nis cover as

illustrated on page 37, howsver, I discuss-.

ed the circumstances surrounding the usage
of this particular handstamp whichapparent-
ly had no need in the case of his cover. It
has no more needinthe case of Prof. Smith's
cover, shown on page 73, as the 25¢ rate as
shown, is absolutely correct.

When someone has lived in Egypt for a period
of time he can more readily appreciate tha+%
many facts are completely different as opp-
osad to those with which we are familiar at
home, thousands of miles away. Perhpss this
may be explained during my visit to London.

FELTUS IN LONDON

PETER FELTUS writes that he will be away
from the old homestead for several months.

First, he will be in London to attend Phi-
lympia and a meeting of the Egypt Study
Circle the, then traveling extensively on
the Continent in search of especially fine
Egyptian material.

If any of our readers would liks him to look
for particular items write to him ~before
mid-October % Charles W. Minett, Fairmead,
3-Bridgefield Road, Tankerton, Whitstable,
Kent, England.

but not- °

“THE ZIFTA &8 MITG” BISECT
VOwn. 2, No. 5, ppgs. 93 - 9.

An initial look at the photos of this cover
— of whizh the dated stamps are very good,
if faked - shows that the letter is address-
ed to Cairo, written twiceon the frout while
the arrival backstamp is "Birkst el Saab" !
How do you explain this ? It is the first
contradictisn that I noted.

In addition, the details giveninthe artisle

conceraning the differences inthe dated- post~
marks may be of use but are not necessarily

. conclusive.

"It will be interesting tolsarnof the opin-
- ion given by the E.S5.C. expartizing comm -

ission. For my personal id=a it is a fake.

AiIrmvAalL VARIETY

From the collsctionof Floyd Dachn we illus-
trate acopy of the 10 m. violet airmail is-~
sued 18 March, 1941 (Zeheri #32, page 237,
Scott # C-35) with an interesting variety,
a dot just below the wheel of the plane
which appears as a bomb dropping. This is
No. 8 on control sheet A4/40. Handley - Page
planes, of course, are not bombers.

It will be intéresting to note if anyone
else has noted this item. Perhaps it is a
constant flaw.

EGYPTE A aObl SIS
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The 'CREAT BITTER
LAKE LOCALS

Writing from England, author JOAN F. COU-
SINS gives us some facts concerning these
labels previously unpublished. He refers
herein to the artlﬂ1u which anpeawed rec-
ently in Egyptian Topics (Vol. 2, No. 4)

T read your articls regarding the "GREAT

BITPER LAKE LOCALS" with great interest,
as I have gathered as much information as
I have been able over the past year or so.

To begin with, withou' wishing to deni-
grate the S.P.A. Journal, their articls on
this subject which you mentioned as Ochober
1968 was, of course, predated by two artic-
les in the stamp magazine "Cinderella Stamp
Corner" written by L. Ne. and M. Williams in
March 1962 and August 1963, These items may
of course, mnot have reached you in the Un-

1 te tos
ited States. (Continuzd on next page)

e Y

$ e o % e s s e

FIG. 1
G.B.L.A.
all four trapped in the Canal.

One of tha earliest labels to be prodiced by the British

ships in the

Figs. 2, 3, & 4 are mlsc from British ships IOpTD“’H+l”Q

A1l illustrations from Mr. Cousins.

EEYPTIAN TOPILE

)
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Figse 2 & 3 Early labels from the
Scottish Star and the
Port Invercargill.

Both of these covers were franked in

the ushial manner with U A R adhesives §

As it happens, sometime before this, §
in the Fall of 1967, there was a

TSurE

w2 AN

o
"
is

T

short item on these local issues on
television and at that time, I wrote
to the Captain of one of the British f
Ships trapped in the Canal ahd re-

- "‘?”‘: N g .

i, 3

t‘ F

e i ST FE e
PORT prvznrsonyy f i
LOWND ’ “

OFFL MNg. 1g77m3 . 1g 4

NETT TONS 60 - T}V ”’J//‘

ceived a courteous reply dated 1 Jan.
1968 enclosed in an envelope bearing
an early sticker and U. &. R. stamp,
with ship's cachet, censor mark, and §
Port Tewfik cancellation. He explain-§
ed that mail was carried from the
ship by ship's agent who affixed UAR

’_stamps and cousigned it to UAR mail.

ine. My postal order to cover postage was
returned by him and it was suggested that a
contribution to the R.N.L.I. (Royal Nation-
al Lifeboat Institution) would suffice.

; ‘c:::ti;iLé*Yt=——

Jdormally mail went through a franking mach-

YAsTew.

At that time the Captain said the "Chap who
designed and made them ("the stickers") has
gone home and to date we have not found -any-
one to succeed him.

(Continued next page)



No. 6 Page 128

__IOCALS - JOHN F.
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GCOUSINS

THE GREAT BITTER IAKE

After some enquiry, I managed to locate the
said "chap", who wrote as follows:

"The labels were a very rough and ready
affair really. I drew them out on a wax
stencil and thien duplicated thems. The col-
ouring 'was an afterthought; as no ship had
an efficient colour duplicator we used cra-
yons. There were six copies of the design
on the stencil to speed up production, and
also to economize on materials,

The stamps were produced in a similar mann-
ers Capt. - — - of the "Lednice", Czecho -
slovakia, who is a very keen philatelist was
responsible for these. 1 believe that some
of these stamps have been on show at the
International Stamp Exhibition at Prague
this year."

while he remained on
the Canal, seht me a series of covers with
various "Stjcxer*" all through the U A R
mail, post-marked Port Tewfik, bearing UAR
stamp(s) and censor mark.

W;"‘m SR

i fB\{ msa MR L

The original captain,

e

TN R

T

14 or Ao s
(i s

.\\
APENO
I01088

LIVERPOOI-
421032 NET.

When he left, he gave me the name of his
successor who also cooperated in the same
Way e

I have kept up a rather disjointed corres-
pondence with both men (sailors are notor-
iously difficult to pinpoint at any time !)
and the second captain is, or was, 1n the
process of preparing a brochure describing
the beginnings and history of the G.B.L.A.
issues. In addition, at one time or another
they sent me two complete sheets of the
stickers ~ one produced oan board the "Mun=-
sterland" (25 Feb., 1968)and the other two
on the "Agalampus" (the name given to the
Melampus and Agapenor when they were put
under a single command.

Fig. 5 (bottom of next page) isanrillustra-
ticn of the Agapenor/Melampus issue of May,
1968, alec lst anmiversary issue., Fif+h of
June, 1968 (Munsherlsrd ccmmenmorative also)

We have received so much excellent material
in cur

with illustraticne we will continue
next issue . . « Eds

"
1
W

, 1,
N Yy . 3
1 T
™ ta Ll ~
] o Al
. o 1 T
1% e LY K /

\ "."r. =
i NG

PO - S B

R N % A e SR S S

il € Nl
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The submarine was a camouflaged dinghy, used to patrol the course on "Regatta"
Hence the signature of the G. B. L. A.

"THE YELLOW SUBMARINE",

v

¢ s l«r:.(‘/": & R
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With the interest in bisects generated from

the recent article on the Zifta & Mitg item

we believe a comparison of prices onvarious

bisects soldatauaction might beof interest.

We hope to bring you comparisons of the bet-
ter items two or three times a year, and on

the single and unusual items of interest.

ROBSON IOWE - (Byam) 24/25 October, 1951

Lot 293, Diag. well tied by blue Cairo
c.des. of 24 July 1867, to slightly dam-
aged native entire to Alsxandria.

Est. $140.00 Realized $182.00

Lot 294, Similar, imperfone side, tied
by blue Cairo c.d.s., 25 July 1867, to
large part of entire, also with 1863 of
Italy, 60c, cancel 234, & ship marking
Est. $112.00
Lot 295, Another tied by black Alaxandria
cedes., 20 July 1867 to large rust-

stained entire, also Cairo c.d.s.
Est. $70.00 Realized $ 4480

Lot 296, Imperf, diagonal tied to piece
by blue c.des. (Cairo) =~ 27 July 1867

Lot 297, Similar, normal perfs, similar
c.deS., 20 July 1867, cut as a hexagon
: Realized $ 36.40

Est. $42.00

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 1970 Page 129

; Manket Notes.

ROBSON IOWE - 27 January, 1965

. BiLL. TATHUM

Lot 157, (Zeh. No. 5) bisected on cover
well tied with blue Cairo c.d.s., dated
July 1867.

Est. $112.00 Realized $100.80

ROBSON LOWE - 28 / 29 July, 1965

Lot 1681, 2 P.T. diagonal, 20 July 1367
on cover Cairo to Alexandria. Also fake
on piece for comparison.

Est. $132.00 Realized $252.00

ROSSON LOWE - BASEL - 7 October, 1969

Realized $263.40

Lot 273, Diagonal, Alexandria c.d.s.,
to SUEZ, 27 July 1867 with BPA cerii?,
Est. $200.00 Realized $300.00

.+ HAR 4ER - 17 / 20 February, 1970

- Lot 151, Diagenal, on small piece with

Alexandria <.¢.s,, Illegitle date.
Cet. $205.00 Realized § 55.00

4, R. FARMER =~ 14 / 16 APRIL, 1970

Lot 990, 2 P.T. diagonal, tied on fold-
ed letter by Cairc c.des. Carries SUEZ
backatangp.

Cat. $225.00 Realized $160.00

MR T C.Coosing
bo'CAAﬁrwaQ)ROQNC&/

_— I TAonNTer)

G LoD
S

/
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UNITED ARAB REPUBUC JogioN,

18TH I\FJDJI\IEEFQSSI\FH\( OF THE F{EE\ICJi.LJWFICJPd

DATE OF ISSUE: 23 JULY, -1970
DENOMINATION: ; 20 Mills
DESTIGN: - A fist and a freed bird

symbolizing steadfa st -
ness and liberation.

DIMENSTONS: 25 x 42 mm,

PERFORATION: _ 11 1/2 N

SHEET : 50 Stamps (10 x 5) , s Ui i

COIOR: . Black, white, blue-green - — R 20 illgagoal ¥ §
and orange scarlet e et o STEADFASTLSS 3, UBERATH

THE MINIATURE SHEET

DENOMINATION: 100 Mills -
DESIGN: Same as the stamp (Imperf) .

DIMENSIONS: 70 x 110 mm,

Following applics to ggﬂmp and sheet « « .«

WATERMARK s Multiple Eagle. R —————
PRINTING: ~ Rotogravure — Postal Organiz- . ESSSEE s
ation Printing House in UA R ., § ; 'égiga ‘
CONTROL: Date of Issue & Serial number ’ o i 008
QUANTITY: - Stamps 1,500,000 e
Miniature sheets 150,000
DATE OF ISSUE: 21 August, 1970
DENOMINATION: 20 and 60 Mills e
DEZSIGN: Al Agsa Mosque on fire . e L
DIMENSIONS: 49 x 30 mme S, 0 v g
PERFORATION: L 1/2 i .
SHEET : 50 Stamps (5 x 10)
COIORS: 20 Mills Emsrald & pale green
tan, brown & orange. B o spmsnl
60 Mills  -Bright and pale blue A Sma A j@@?&ﬁﬁizwj
... tan, brown & crimson : .
WATERMARK: = | T s Multiple Eagle
- PRINTING: " Rotogravure - Postal Organiz~
: ation Printing House in U 4 R
CONTROL: Date of Issue & Serial number
QUANTI?Y: - 20 Mills 1,000,000 stamps

.60 Mills 500,000 stamps




