
















No. 6 SEPTEHBER - OCTOBER · 1970 EGYPTIAN TOPICS 

LI!.:S TIMBm::S .COMMJ<:MORATIFS DE LA Xrve EXPOSITION AGRICOIE & INDUSTRIELLE, 1.2:2.1 - L'OP, 
- -----··--- · .• .....__. --- -- -------- - ... -·---·-

No. 8, Apr:!.J, l-4 {F}. 'Illust;atedshowing FDC with t.ho speciaJ. 
set and .. with the normal definitives and S_i·E::ei.a] cance]ler. Gootl 

t.ext including numbers issued eteo 
LES TlMBRES de POHT- FOUAD - and LES TTIVJBRES de POH'r -FOUAD - Db.ZZI, Al:'redo, 
-- ---- L'OP, No.8,._Apr:U, An art:inle (author unlisted concern­

the reason for this special commemorative with good m&terial and 
an illus·iirated aml comprehensive wo:;:-k on the forger-y qf thi3 is:neo Reprint-
ad in English in L'OP, No. 106, JAN._, PP• 29-3:L · 

bAST THRQL!GH FORE_IGN · (Origins.lly pu.bl Lshe:3 in Gibbo:1s 
. Stamp Monthly, March, 1938, (Author unli.sted). L'OP VIOL. II!, No. 36, p. 

A discussio:h pertaining to the Royal Wed6::..ng and Roy-al Birthday· stamps, 
their small printing and an excerp from GSM_, Apr. 1933 about the "Seandal''. 

- BOUMD, Jean, L'OP; VOL. IH, No. 36, A.PHIL, 1938, pp. 256-9 
good descriptive data and control numbers on conmemo.r·ative 

issues from the Wedding and touching on some of the airs and othersQ 

- L10P, VOL. IX, 'No. 95, p. 412. Illustrated and descriptive text 
concerning the spot on the 11E11 L1 Postes on the 5 Mill denomination. 

CE 1.!_ETQ.DF.:: - BRUNE1', Georges, L10P, No. L\-, OCT. 1932 (F) from 
an article in l'Echo de 11'.1 Timhrologie, 15 April, 1932. Illustrated material 
on the "Thoth" issue with interesting and de:Jcripti ve on the ca.r:·touches. An 
exeell9nt ·study on this is>me. 

NOQVEA}JTEB Q:ffi - BOTJLJ\D, J., L10P, VOt,. Fl, No. 51+, APR. 1946, pp •. 459..::..61. (:.t!") 
Illustrateci factual information and a listing of varieties, controls etc. DE:!­

tail on the 1946 Exhibition issue and the sheets. 

A PROPOS D1 UN TJNBRE COMMEMORATIF -------------- --------·---- PIA'I'TOLI, Mario, L'OP, V01. VIII, No. 87, (F), pa 
429-J.l. Illuntrated. Detailed information on the Ophaln:tologic(:ll Congres3 
issue with qusntities and an interGsting crdyon essay ol" the 5 Mill. 

- PIATTOLI, Mario, L'OP, ·Jol. IX, No. 91, (F), pp. 171-2. 
Detailerl information (Illustrated) on this 1948 commemor'ative. 

A IN OF A FATiiEP: - THOMPSON, G. S., L'OP, VOL. VIr, No. 74, APR. 1951, pp. 
75-77. Illustrated, a serious study on the· compo11nd perf"orations of the 1926 
50 P. T. Fuad Birthday Stam;). Good for the studant of this issue. 

LE§ DES Q.O!V!MEt1Q.l1A1T{ES D 1 EQ:J:I:l'E - BOULAD, J., L'OP, 
VOL. IV, No. 49, JAN. 1%5, pp. 166-173. Illussrated. A work 
dealing wUh several of the enrly cotnmems beginning wBh Thoth. IntBresting 
line of the themes with descriptive information. 

- BOULAD, J., L'OP, VOL. TJ, No. 49, an illustrs-t.ed of seve;ral 
the errors and varieties on the Navigation ias•1e, Aviation Congress, and the 
10 Hill value of the Thoth set. In French. 

THE Y@IE!X 11FON.Q - WARD! Gordon, L10P, VOL. 'V, No. 59, JULY 1947, pp. 147. An 
illustrated article on the Congress of issue, the 5 Mill. Conce ms 
the l-ines appearing in the background on some printings. Very good. 

- L'OP, . No. 188, Oct., 1962, p. L\-7. Illustrated marking a var­
ietjr on the 10 m. African Postal Union Set T.rJi th inverted watermaf.'k and a var­
iety on the 10 m. o.f the Petroleum Congress is·;ued in Apr., 1959. 

- L'OP, No. 106, JAN.", 1962, p. 3, A variety, name of the coun­
try, overprint in black missing at the bottom on the Arab League Center, is­
Sllad simuH.aneously in si.x Arab countries,. illustrated. 
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FBANCOBOLLI. PIASTRE EGIZIANE 2. 

~0[~Jl-~JD000DII 
. GJ ! 20 1~ 5 0 ffiE WATE~;~:t:: :~y;:~ ~":l~CC•D ISS!f~ ~ = 

...,. ~ As is well known, sta:nps of E~ypt' s i 867-l A69 r··--J 1-t = 0~ !~~u: :~:r w~: t:~::~~~~; w:! t~~p:::·;e~e~~t~r!:~~ [!q]l .: ? ~Cill-t 
~ s t8mp, usually on th e back (though the Zeheri 
r;l- 41 li.sts only four values ·with the vRriet,y "wmk. ._so ~ . 
~~ impressed on f ace"' all six ' exist with the r .~ ...,! t!"' 

~_I ~__j variety, as well a s the lpt. & 2-pt . imperf.). ~EJ ~ 

O
QO ~61 In a ddit ion to the wmks. on these stamps, the ~TO . I Ol-t 
~ s hee t sel vages were wmkd,. i n the same manner. 

~ GJ/ ~he 2 sides of eRch sheet were impre sse d with [

8 

... 

0

.?J. :! 
the wording "Amrr.inistrazione Delle V .R . Poste L.•J 

• Egiziane", and ·the top & botto~ with the word 
r:z= ~ "Francobolli ." and the vR lnP, T was recen tly 

• B_ 1 fortunate in ~aving on loan the imperforate 
=- sheet of the 2pt. stamp which was in the King 
~91~. Farouk Collection. From i .t I mA.d e a tracing 
~ of the selvage wmks., and from that, with a 

rill pen and "Letraset" instant lettering, J made 
~ Q an illustration which was photostatted and 
~ ~ reduced and appears here. The type face empl oy .. 
rill 0 ed is only roughly similar to the one of th e 
Q I ll actual wmks., but the size and spacing are 

the same. The watermarks of the lpt. Rnd 5pt. 
I'll ~ sheets are the same, except for the numera ls 
~ in the top-right and bot t om-left corners. The 

~ ~ para value sheets are the same a t the sides, 
0 /J/ but the top & bo t t om inscriptions are of diff.,.. 
~ ering lengths and spacing (has &ny reader any 
N [;] marginal multiples of para values from which 
~ 141 tracings of thes e watermarks can be made?). = ~ CIS/ j With t hi s illustration, one can determine the 
fll s heet posit ion of most second issue stamps or ...,. GJ multiples that have selva ge attached. (If any 
~ 161 reader has any marginal second i ssue pieces, 
~ particularly of the lpt. · va lue, I would be 

·- [
17
--l most grat eful for the chan ce to borrow them, [;

8
-
0 
I ~ 

to photograph & return or buy, as T'm plating ~ 
them. The 2pt . J do not nee d; I've got photos ~ 

~ r=-1 of the sheet , prints of which I can offer.) 1,::-=l 
~ ~ 
Ill 19211 193 :; 194 11 195 1~119711 19811 /99.1ftl 
·z 3.NYIZID3 3li.LSYid "I'l'IOHO a.NVlld 

Pag<· 119 
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PERFINI. • • 

Egyptla/J 
The question of perforated letters in Egypt­
ian stamps is not mysterious at all . • a 

when youknm.J the answ•ar, as sugge s tedby 
Mr. W. T. Billens in the last (Vol. 2, #4) 
ii>Sue of Topics. 

A num"!:Jer of countries have been using punct­
ured stamps with different aims. Often , as 
in Egypt, f irm:3 employing a large number of 
adhesives were forced, to a v aid pilferage 
by ill-intentioned employees, to p ancture 
their stock of stamps, usually with the 
initials of the firm. 

This method of identification aided in the . 
prevention of their occasional resale as the 
origin of t he stamps could be immediately 
kn01.Jn. 

The date of the tex t officially authoriz­
ing this P.ractice of puncturing sta:npsis 
to be situated at the end of the last cent­
ury. The oldest copy I have seen is a "De 
La Rue" sphinx issued in 1906. (Sudan issu­
ed an Official l Febr., 1900 on remainders 
or the 5 m. carmine of the first provision­
al issue. Egypt, Zeheri #41, overprinted in 
English a:1d Arabic as Sudan, Zeh #6, punct ... 
ured "S .G. 11 f or S'.ldan Gove:tn11ent. This pro­
v:Ls i anal remained in use for one year. Ed.) 

The last years of use, according to the 
s t amps I have seen, extend.into the 1950's 
(J\.s an example, the French punctured stamps 
wore used from 1876 until 1955}. 

The gener9l usage of modern machine frank­
ing (meters) has rendered "puncturing" ob­
solete. 

These punctures must obey generally some 
rules: not to spoil the recto of the stamp 
e.g., not to take more than a certain sur­
face of the s tamp, a nd not to alter the fig­
ure expressing the value of the stamp. 

The puncture itself is made more or less 
carefully on recto or verso of the stamp 

(see illu.stra~i ~n CL A), 
sometimes "a cheval", hor­
izontally or vertically, 
according to the size o£' 

, r: .... 

... . . 

:··· : ·... : .. 

.. ·•.. : 
~ ! ... . ... 

t..• 

tQe stamp and the ~Jrfora­
ted letters • 

The des::::ription should fol­
low a standardized format, 
giving the oppo:ctunity to 
deseribe newtypes and var­
ieties and should include: 

1) The height of perforat­
ed letters in millimet­
ers. 

2) The number of holss con­
stituting each letter. 

3) The existence of separ­
ating holes. 

4) Possible extra indicat­
ions (bars of letters; 
size of holes, etc.). 

5) Catalogue num~rs list~ 
ing source of punctureq 
stamps . 

6) The cancellation which allows to situate 
the puncture (s), and so:netimes to ident­
ify the firm. 

7) Identification of origin of the issuing 
firm, often posr,ible b,7 equating the p<Jrf­
orations with 1il prin ted o c stg,m:ped letter­
head or envelope. (See illustrations - THOS 
COOK & SON (Egypt) Limited, and 11 SOCIETE 
ANONYME du BE:qF.;R.A 11 ). 

Notably, the interes·t in punctured stamps 
. is far larger than one wo uld gues .s fro:n a 
casual glance. 

(ContLnued on ·next pc1ge ) 
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.§!RFINS IDl. EGYPTIAN STAMPS by !m• !· WINTER. 
• ..;~ .· . • • ;- ' . • .,,.. .!~ 

Primarily, they· are part of a specialized 
Egyptian· collection: with particular emphasis 
as postal history· items. On tb,e other .hand, 
such punctures (perfins) may be considered 
as an eqUivalent to an authenticity ·certifi­
cate. Forgers rarely puncture their forged 
stamps a*d, if this fact is of .no· interest 
for small valued stamps, generally genuine, 
it is quite a different matter as f~r a&,­
high values are concerned. For instance., ·the 
2 Fr and · 5 Fr of the second issue of. A lex -
andria and Port Said · (French P .o. 's) where 
forgeries definately exist. 

Following, in alphabetical sequence, .is a 
basic list of perforations used on Egyptian 
stamps and s_tamps ~used by the French Post· 
Office in Egypt (Alexandria and Port~aid);, 
compiled~from several French collections to 
which I have hSd access, and from the French 
speciali~ed literature, using.the previous­
ly listed method of description. . . .:. 

If all of our readers interested irr.perfins 
will cJieqk 'their stamps and forward the in- · 
formatiott;;tq,j~h~ ... editoz:. of Topics, ··i;ndicat­
ing their discoveries, it :will be possible 
to publish supplementary listings to. form 
a usable'• catalogue of all of the perforated 
stamps used i~ Egypt·. 

-_,., . ~-. . .. 
B!J2LIOGRAPHY: . :;.,' 

"Les _· tinfures:· perfores" by Col. Le bland: · 
Le Monde:des Philatelistes, June 1962 
and August· ~970. · ·· 

DR. _WINTER'S BASIC LISTING FOLlOWS.: 

For EGYPT: Ze;b.eri· numbers (ord-inary stamps 
unless othe~fse stated: · 

For ALEXANDRIA and. PORT 2!!Q: Y & T Catalog 

l) Punctures Height (h) No. of holes per 

BM 

on stamp each letter. 
> 

h ·g mm. · B:J4 holes, M:2l holes 
On Alexandria #25 

.-----. BO h 7 mm. B:l3, Chl,Q ... . . . . .... 
... . . ... . . . .. 

On Egypt Nos. 9.9, 131 
. :Cancelled: CAIRO . 

Firm: Banque .. Pttomane 

,._......,..__._. C L h 4 • .5 mm. 0:9, L:7, A:lO 
::. A On Egypt Nos. 40, 83 & 

Alexandria Nos. 29/33 
42, 52a, 55/58, 70,, 72 

.. ·-. 73, 76, 78. 
Cancelled:. Alexandria ·, 
Firm: Credit Lyonnais ~lexandria 

Branch of a French Bank 

,. 

c L h 4.5 mm. C:9, L:7, C:9. 2 line text 
C. On Egypt Nos. 55, 88, 107, 112 and 

· . 45 on page 139 
Cancelled: CAIRO 
Firm: Credit Lyonnais (Cairo Branch ' 

IIIIIJII ................ C. N. h 8.5 mm •. C:l3, N:l9 
· .. <"· ;:. \· ~·' • ·'!f 

··t•• •. ·,··:·· .. :· .. . ... ,, . 
•. ·•..:··· ... 

. l .. •"·I t:: • 
... ~~ , ... • ~- .. · .. · 

Hole .(period) after 
each letter-larger • 
On Egypt Nos. 112 & 
.131, Port Said, #70. 
Cancelled:PORT SAID 

Firm: Comptoir Na'bio~l d 1Escompte 
·(The French Ba~). . . 

E O·lth ·6.5 mm. E:lO, .0:10, B:l3 
On Alexandrie .. No .. 27: 

p 0 On Egypt ·No. 127 

R & c0 · h. 6.·5 mm. R:i2, &:12, ·C:8, 0 :6 
.· 0-n Alexandria No. 62 

S.B. h ·g mm. S:l3, B:19, hole (period) 
after each letter 

On .Egypt Nos. 105, 120, 121, 126, 
131 and 188 
Cancelled: .ALEXANPaiA 
Firm: Societe Anonyme du Behara . ~ 

S G On Egypt _ .. 
·Fir,m: Societe Generals 

.· · · .·(The French Bank) 

.. J~~~::;. .. T C h 6.5 mm. T:7, C :8, 
"1···~.~- ·.t-~! · & S &.•14, S.·l9. 2 line ~~·~·. I, t-6-a;· ~ • ·· -~ ,:::<: -~~ · .,'•!. · · .. ... text . 
. :t:.~-~--.:';·: .. ~- ·. 
}· . .- :• ·,,..;\ .0, On Egypt. No. 60 

Firm: Thos Cook & Son 

* * * 
·Dr. A Winter of Montrouge, France is a know­
ledgeable and dedicated philatelist, dedica­
ted to working ·in oar area of::intere~t. He 
has kindly offered to correl.$te all of the 
information we are able to· ga~her on_ perfor­
ated st~mps• Thi~ compilation will be pub­
lished regularly as the inforJi1,ation is re-. 
ceived for the eqificatioi:t of all of our 
.readers. 

We would appreciate xerox or other types of 
photo copies of the actual stamps placed on 

.. a- black surface, £ace downwa~d as this meth­
od sh9ws up the perfins . best Jmd will pennit 
us to pt>operly measure the punctures. How- ~ 
ever; is this is impractical a good drawing 
will do the· job. Let us hear from you. Ed. 



• • A .t .t'n 
SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES 

Tl!·3 follo,Jing articlH \.J:ls r.:: ·ei'f<3 ::l :.l'.)~.e:: 
·..Jith t::e i n"':ere:ot.i n;! ccvE:r :ill u.:;'·r·ut·-:rl in 
our last :ls~ .Je, frr'lkud only [,,1,r t.\"oG . F" . L.A . 
labe l s ·· rd ::~ r;rc:nd~Jr m.s rki ne.; or' t he Egyp~i.an 
Pc st . Dead 1.i n~~:: t .lmt-} prevt-:• r1t· -cl cJu.: de ine 3 

p"~f.,·H' ,jcl en 1·1r- . Knight. 1 ,~ ~1rtL:Ie ~. ri'l thr;: 
t""~~j ·tu·:1"L m~·lter ·_ial er: ltiJ r·.inc- l_; ,J .. Jer . :·!i ... ~ C!'­

h:j;·:nl a r·U .:Lc=: t'c.J.Jo· . .J s rnd \"'" c~·:·er- our 3p­
c1cJ.Y f,:;r •:.Jing hi:·: i1lu2t:··atir-r, pr~rw~t ure -

1.? :...1j fJ1c 1 r, !!:1.· toxt. Ed . 

* * 
:A~c ·Jers f.~ .. crn t~~J-3 GRS~~-p EITTS8 !...AK~:S havE; bt~e~ 
a•jve rtised at t'e E:.:l<.~ r j n+,erir:ll;:; fo;~ :30 ~1'1<:: 12 
rron+,hs in thr· E:n,sli.;h p:-1il'.1t.'0Li.e jc ;Jrna J. , 
"ST:.U\1T-' :,-.rrt;F.:KI.Y 11 'r::y ?~;j latel i ~~ Fc<Ot.b! St:il•'"~ cf 
Lc:n:i:Yl ; tlte prict~ t~1 ir ty - f~i'.''_:; s~ltl·:_in~?,:.; , 
·l: ·':" r.~ 4 20) ... ., -."- ' T>•: · r ·1 .. ,, ,, ·l,t' ~r ; • .:J . 1..w. pl..j . c ... ver • . I,J.:::) .!.~r: . .:.> ::-. \J'.~ 

h;::;s::!ing cl1hn:> !"ct·t.v y e .1::' 2 .i n htu:i n•33J , n'lrl 
i;he pt' Cf. _~j etc r , ~-:o·"cert G. J-' arsr-1~: ; as a !!l•~m­

be·:--' e·""' tLr-.: P. T . 3 . (CoT'! .. e3pc .. dir.c' -~n 8. it.J1~1 

to on· A.S.D . ,~ .). P r s-);n'J.Ly , I "rr. cJYJ .. i.le 
to g ,li1 rt~ :J tt:r~ t)u f' i 7r, 1 :3 et-; p:rr.a U c n as d) 
not know them v~ ~/ well . 

A ls o:-:'L~t . rl.l:2r.r:lb'Jtc:d wHh t!!':: cover lfi;1K):J 
th0 fcllcw~n~ claims : 

Inii.i.!ll.ly Ull'! G.i.: . L.A . st::n:ps , alt:to' tg r: as 
U:3·:; ·::l en t.h,=: frc• .t of cov·-;r·::; .hail t.o l.,(; n(:c ­
om p~_m:i ed h;; 'i al id Eg_vp~.i·r1 ad · , .:-~"~V'~i3 o~·· r. 1·1H 
apr:r··.:pr.i::-t"a d•O:'lomi.nLr':i cn, L o·r:v3 :· d :J~~i n~ 

1 q.59 thP P . 0 . c ::"" the iJ . A. 2 . a J~"e pr.cd c;,_:·ve r·s 
wi t h C. B. L.A. st3~ps only. 

It must be bc:cne i n mi nri ho'J8V..-:1.r , l..h··! ea::-;9 

cri.tl': widen a r•Jbh: r :::t.1mp ccu l d b0 C11t, s nd 
L:;nc~~ covr~·C's forged .. ~-rl.th or 1"1 i Lhcnt a~Jt~or- ­

iz,~::J LJ , A. I~ . • 3tam::-:-: attac~lCd . 

Th.-; N . 'J . Ag!:l).ampus is ir, ::· se~. tt·J·) snJ p s , 
t : :-~d tcgetht::: q ttl·3 ASA?F.N01~ a '1 d !·.r.~) t·.-r.:£Ui''1 -
hf.J , t.c,t i-, G f' 1.-1}·, i .:; b bt)lo•ii'! t:c ·'.!le 8J.tw F'u :."l-

n(·; ] Li ne) . Uo t·2 t 1-:: a +; '"' tV c.~lop.o i s t.~lc": Blue 
Funnel stat i -:;;1i~ry , 

The '~ . 3 .L. A. . ~·: 1'11:= ~,. on tr;j s :ever e:rn n.~:d.ed 

fr"\):~. t ht~ 
' ' r'.ng.q·~ta 
,., ·'c" r a '--' L4.:. ' \ 

cr,:~-..11~5 o ~ 

Agalan.pu3 , 11 1 )6') N--;..J '{,'"a:" Ts.:;•H': 11
, 

Is:~ l_l·:'c 11 
• ll Pl>·t I n·J .. ~ 'C'C.::Lc'g.i 11 n ' 11 ~To .' ld 

s oc.::e r corrq.:•:l-t: i tiPl I-· ., ::1? ;d h(:t· .. men 
t;,r; va~·i .>u ;,ldj:.S ) a ,-,d t,h;) "A p:.·i J 

.3t<~:r.p:.; w'"l' 8 pr::. nr.cd u :;:i ~lf.!. tll,, .3r :i. d t d •lplj­
CBting process , anrl alf:. [', o ,~gh the .n wnbe:r- c;' 
:3 )).c:;:, t.:; p·cJ il\..~C!d i '~ _; ., ;;. ; l ;.\ t 11 ~ +·. _, -, l ' 80 'I nd 
L~() ~3: j ncts , tl.i (~ nt l:ll-:Jt~:M· cl' stamp;_, p-Jr sh::·~;t.. 

L.3 ·t·.~f. i[;~ ~ l,_::J . 

T hP er~.~-,-: c !~· ·t-J h f'! d·~ si~:; r k~ .r a :·1 d }J r o :] u ~ •·: ~, i ·:3 

,:_:!~ 3•; !'lCt v:_ .t'!'l ,. t·_ii-t., !1t~ i.~ 3+...]-:-.A :J t,.._ l1t.:: ir.t.h 
E>-t~~n::d:"' en ~}},<~ At:::.lll tp·l:; , an'j net r:?:l liz­
i.1t:: ·tit:~: .. t ~ ~ ~-~./ wn·1ld L~~ ·v[;.l tH~ ~ -i ~;/ .·clJ ~·-... '":·~~-· .. ~ 
he J"s·r,-···j(;u+.·.;._l t !em arTJ''lt~ tlir~ sh:r-s JY1 -.!-!,: 

l.t:tk =. 
-r/ :: 1 ~. , f-.he:)e '1..3 •.h·: g ~ .. 3+, or· th,.: i:.i,'' ! "~ '_z:a r.~ ·--!j 

s!u~0t 1 L·l' ':~ . GTi r,c'J 1 g'.tess :; ·::~:-·' ·, i ~:-! v·~ '1 -­
UMl ~oli•ctor m~st f~rm h~s cw~ cs~clJsi )!1 . 

liii:....,..lilllfiiMI ....... _____ IIIIil __________________ ...., ____ __ 

• -a• 
I . 50~~ OFF SCDTT !I f'!/1 
I NO\{ - .Fon £, 1\fi_ ~TA.!1~~ YrJJ11 ~--· : 

I I 
1 , L / * UNITED ARAB REP:mLrc * suDAN * ElirrPT \ i 1 
I ! * LEBANOll * JORDA~ * Iro'JiUT * Bi> ~ l\ SYR U y .. ~r ~ 
~- - , -~I 

" ; ~ .M;> MID~ L ~c'R tl\ frrr S T 0 RE l· {;~'¥ I 
I ';..~~. •3"15 MISSIOI'I KANSAS 66222. u .s A i !] I I L<:.G·~ ALBERT MIZRAHI "" 0 80 • I 
·-··----------------------~~~~~~~--aJI!t----------
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,RALPH TIPPER 

Continuing from our last i s sue with seve:r-al 
nore oddities, vari8ties and printing er­
lors, each illustrated and described. 

1hf,se officials, produced by Harrison and 
Sons of London as the regular issue of 1921 
and 192:2, with watermark of Multiple Cres­
cent and Star were overprinted in Cairo by 
the Government Printing Works by typography 

Pig. l Na rro~rJ spaeing between 0 .H.E.M.S. 
and the Arabic line directly be­
low it. (J 'D ~ o:rer 1 millimetre) o 

The narro;.; spscing on this s tamp has an over­
all vertica l size of l.3l mm. The same as is 
found OD all of the small s+.amps which make 
llp the balance of this issue. The wider spa­
cing found on the stamps illustrated in Fig. 
~'of lk~-mm. was apparently done sothat 
the overprint would more j n proportion <1 pp­
lied on the larger s·t;amp. 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

Wid·= spacing - over 2 Mills, be­
tween O.H.E.M.S. and the Arabic 
line directly belo1,t. 

PAIR OF TBE i MILL§. 

WITn DOUB~ OVERPRINT 

The o n ly double overprint vadety 
.found on the stamps o.f this s8ries 
is on the 5 milliemes, and only 
one sheet of lOO s tamps has been 
found. They were not known until 
some years after the issue was ob­
sol,~te. 

One overprint i s 1 t mm. belm.; the 
the other and slightly to the left. 
The two stops aftec 11 H 11 and wide . 
spqcing varieties a re known with 
the doubl-3 ove:rprint. T h e status 
of this item is very doubtful~ 

I) f) 

in panes of 100. The qua lity of the wor kJnan­
sh i p at the Ca.iro plant hs s provided us v1 ::th 
many interest i ng varietie s. 

The official overprint, i n thr ee line s tri:l ns­
lates as .fol.lo1.o1s: 

0. H. E. M. S. 
ON HIS EGYPl'IA N HAJESTY 1 S SE.11.1!ICE 

THE GOVEENMENT 
THE KINGDOM OF' EGYPI' 

13~ nun. { 

L ,l 
+2 mm. { 
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C owunent~ Oft 

Con tlto vell~iaQ 
SeverEd items of controversial interest h11ve 
appea1~ed in Egypcian Topi·~s in :-ecent.m;c,!'l.ths 
with t h r~ thought in mind that some of OI.L." 

raaders might 11Jum:P in to the breach", and 
give us tht"3i:r opinions. Accord::_·ngly we are 
happy to ·prei3(3nt here the comments -of JEt~N 

BOULAD d! .:ruJIUEfu:S, F .H..P<S .L., of Laus·inne, 
Swit.zarlr-md, internu-':iionally known for his 
philatelic works, in many fi·~ld.s, but not-· 
ably Egypt, And of courBe, the Suez Canal. 

* 
"TAXE a PERCEVOIR" 

VOL .. 2, No. 2, p. 37 - VOL. 2, No. 4, P• 73 

It was never my intention to offer offenS<:l 
to Dr. D. C. Jordan concerning his cover a$ 
ill•Istrated on page 37, however, I di.sc:1ss-. · 
ed the circumstances .Sll!'ro.mding the usage 
of this patt.icular handstamp wh1chapparent.:. 
ly had no need in the case of his cover. It 
has no ·mor.e ne(:3d in the case of i>rot'. Smi-':ih1 a 
cover, shown 0n page 73, as the 25~ rate as 
shown, is absol'.1tely correct. · 

When someone has lived in Egypt for a period 
of time he caq more read·Hy .'lppreciate that 
mf:'\:"':IY facts a·re completely different as opp­
OSi3ci to those with whinh we al"e familiar at 
ho:ne, thousands of miles away. Perhpss this 
may be explaint1d duri~1g my visit to London. 

FEL1"US IN LD.NDDN 

PETER. FE LT US writes that he will be away 
from the old homastead for several months. 

First, he will be in London to ~ttend Phi­
lympia a n d a meeting of the Egypt Study 
Circle the, then traveling extensively on 
the Continent in search of especially fine 
Egyptian material. 

If a:~y of 0:.11· readers would lik(~ him to look 
for particular items write t.o him .··before 
mid-Dctober % Charles w. Minett, Fairmead, 
3·B:ridge.field Road, Tankerton, Whitstable, 
Kent, England. 

''-THE ZIFTA & M1TG:' BISECT 
VO!..~ 2, No. :; , ppg3. 9J- -3). 

An initial look at the photos of this cover 
of whi::h the d>.ited stamps are vc;ry good, 

if f."lked- shovJs that the lE~tter is addl~ess­
ed to Ca.i..ro, written t\vice on th13 front whi l.e 
the arrival ba·::kst.o-unp is "Birky.3t el Saab11 ~ 
Hm.r do you explain this ? It is the .first 
contradi::tl:Jn that I noted. 

In adchtion, the detaUs given in the art i:)1e 
concernine the d~_ft'erences i..11 the dated· post~ 
marks may be ot' use but are not m~cessarily 
conclusi"ITe. 

It will be int•::!resti.ng to lea~n or the opj.n­
.:ton given by the E .. s.c. expa~c-tizinz: comtn­
ission. For. my Pf-Jrs.::>n.al id·3:ot it is a f.'lke. 

AIRMAIL ·VARIETY 

From the collection of Floyd Daehn we illus­
trate a copy of the 10 m. violet airmail is­
sued 18 March, 19~1 (Zeheri #32, page 237, 
Scott # C-35) w:ith an interesting varie·t:r, 
a dot just below the wheel .of the plane 
which appears as a bomb dropping. This is 
No. 8 on control sheet A/40. :{{andley- Page 
planes, of course, are not bombers. 

It will be interesting to note if anyone 
else has noted this item. Perhaps it is a 
constant flaw. 

·• 
:;:-:~· 

::~ .. ;;4~;_,~ . ·~ ··~·· 
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TAe 8/TTEI< 

LAKE LtJCAL.!'' 
Wr iting from England , author JOHN F . COU­
SI NS gives u::; some fn(:ts concer ni ng t hese 
l abe l s pr evi o us l y unpn':Jlished . He re f ers 
herein t o the article which appeared r ec­
en tly in Egyptian Topics (Vol. 2, No . 4 ) 

I r ead your a.rticl:=J regarding the "GREAT 
BITTER LA. K.E LOCA.LS " vd th great i nterest, 
as I have gathered as much information as 
I ha ve been abl3 over the past year o r s o . 

To begin ·with, -vfit:;ou', w i. sh in g to d3ni­
grate the S.P .A • . Journal, their articl·;:) m1 
thi s subj ec t whi ~:h you mentioned as October 
196S was, of cour::;e, pr·edsted by two a":'tic-
1es in th(; stamp m::~gaz:inn 11 Cindorell'> Stn:mp 
Co.rnorl! written by L . N. and N. Wil li3ms in 
M.:>rch 1968 and Augu.3t 1963. Th-•;se item::; may 
of cour se, not hsve reached yo•J in the Un-­
ited States . (Continu':)d on mxt p8ge) 

. ~i~J-;~. ~ .. -~_=)q~~=·~~=n~·-~~~;=;=---=-=--~.=·••-4~•=·• ~· -•·-· =----w-w--~=---u-- ---------~----•~·---u=~·-•-••-~•-------,~ 
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One of th3 earl iest lrJ.be 1 s to be prod;Jced by tho Bri ttsh shi os in the 
G. B. L. A. Figs. 2 , J, & 4 are :'ilso from British ships repre~~ntine 
a ll fo ur trappe d in the Canal. All i1lus~ra t io~1s fro m Mr . Cous :in:3 • 

I 

:I 
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Figs. 2 & 3 Early labels from the 
Scottish Star and the 
Port Invercargill. 

Both of these covers were franked in 
the usual manner with U A R adhesives 

As it happens, sometime before this, . 
in the Fall of 1967, t he re was a 
short i tern on these local issues on 
television and at that time·, I wrote 
to the Captain of one of the British 
Ships trapped in the Canal ahd re­
ceived a courteous reply dated 1 Jan. 
1968 enclosed in an envelope bearing 
an early sticker and U. lL R. stamp, 
with ship's cachet, censor mark, and 
Port Tewfik cancellation. He explain-
ed that mail was carried fro m the 
ship by ship's agent who affixed UAR 
stamps and consigned it to UAR mail. 

Jormally mail went thro'lgh a franking mach­
ine. My postal order to cover postage was 
returned by him and it was suggested that a 
contribution to the R.N.L.I. . (Royal Nation­
al Lifeboat Institution) would suffice. 

~-·c;·e;······-.. , ....... --~ 
f 

L 
I 

f 
. 

... 
. . 

. 
... . #>~-· 

·.~ r .. ; -. 

At that time the CaDtain sa id the "Chap who 
designed and made them ( "the stickers") has 
gone home and to date we have not found ·any­
one to succeed him. 

(Continued next page) 
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JQ:-IN F. COU;3INS 

After some enqu.iry, I mamged to locate the When he left3 he gave me the name of his 
said "chap", who wrote as follm!S: successor who also cooperated · in the sa me 

11 The labels W':lra a very rough and ready way. 
I have kept up a rather disjointed corres-

affair really· I drew them out OCJ. a wax pondence with both men (sailors are notor-
stehcil and then d11plicated them. The col- iously difficult to pinpoint at any time ~) 
ouring ·was an aftert:hought; as no ship had and the second captain is, or was, in the 
an efficient colour- duplicatoT we used era··· process of preparing a brochure des·::ribing 
yons. There Here six cop.ie s of the design the beginnings a:J.d history of the . G.B.L.A. 
on the stenci l to speed up production, and issues. In addition, at one time or another 
also to economize on materi9.lso th t t 1 t h t f th ey sen me wo comp e e s e e s o.. e 
The sta:nps were produced in a similar mann­
er. Capt. - - - of the nLednicen, Czecho­
slovakia, who is a ver:y keen philatelist was 
responsi bl·::: foT these. I be lieve that some 
of these stamps have been on sh o;.J at the 
International Stamp Exhibiti::J ~1 at Prague 
this year." 

The original captain, while he remained on 
the Canal, S·3h."S me a saries of covers with 
various "3tickersn all through the lJ A R 
mail, post-mark':)d Por t Tewfik, bearing UAR 
~tamp(s) and censor m.;n•k. 

stickers - one prod ··~ced on board the 11Mun­
sterland" (25 Feb., 1968) and the other two 
on the "Agalampus" (the name given to the 
Melampus and Agapenor when th ey were put 
under a single com1and. 

Fig •. 5 (bottom of next page) is 811. :ilJu::-~tru­
i,icn o:f.' the~ AgapeEor/Helarr.pus j s:3U0 of May, 
1968, .alE:o lst annivarsary issue, Fif~h of 
June, 1968 (HumrterlF:r:d commerr.orathe aJso) 

We have r ecei WJC so rnucl~ excel:! ent mater:i aJ 
with illv.straticns we wil:l continue in our 
next issue ••• Ed. 

~~,.., _ ...... ,..""" . ...,. :o.··~:·• ·•.-:·--~- .. ·· · · - -~~~,.,.;;;.""·'*!<ll. ii!II&...,I!IIIIIIi.C:uec-.!::J;nlln-lli:iw:'ilu::as::-'ile::~xxe------------=,..;a--
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Fig. 4 The subm.'lrine wa :J a camoufl.qged dinghy, used to patrol the course on "Regatta" 
Days" He nce the signature of the G. B. L. A. "THE YELLOW SUBMARINE". 
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With the interest in bisects generatetl from 
the recent article on the Zifta & Mitg item 
we believe a compsrison of prices orlvarlous 
bisects sold at a 'l ction might be of interest. 
We hope to bring you compari .sons o.+: the bet­
ter items two or three times · a year, and on 
the single andunusual items of i nterest. 

BOBSO.N ID~ - .(Byam) 24/25 October, 1961 

Lot 293, Di.flg. well tied by blue Ca:iro 
c.d.s. of 24 July 1867, to slightly tla m..J. 
aged native entire to Alexandria . 
Est. $140.00 Rea lized $182.00 

Lot 294, Similar, imperfone side, tj ed 
by blue 'Cairo c.d.s., 25 July 1867,. to 
large part of entire, also with 1.363 of 
Italy, 60c, cancel 234, & ship marking 

• • BILL TATHUM 

ROBSON 101iE - 27 January, 1965 

Lot 157, (Zeh. No. 5) bisected on cover 
well tied with blue Cairo c.d.s., dated 
July 1867. 
Est. $112.00 Realized $100.80 

ROBSOij J;Rt~ - 28 I 29 July, 1965 

Lot 1681, 2 P.T. diagonal, 20 July 1:367 
on cover Cairo to Alexandria. Also :'ake 
on :;>iece for comparison. 
Est. $1~2.00 Realized $252.00 

Rd3SON LOWE - BASEL - 7 October, - ·--- -- - ·----
Lot 273 7 Diagonal, Ale xandria 
t o SUEZ; 27 July 1367 with BPA 
Est. $200.00 Reali zf->d 

1969 

,J... ·71 cer ,)_ · ~ 
$300.00 

Est. $112.00 Rea lized $263.4.0 H. :R. HAR:<1Ef1. - 17 I 20 Fe brua'ry , 1970 
~ot 295, A.nother tied by bl~ck A:'v;!xand6!~ 
c.d.s., 20 July 1867 to large rust-· 
stained entire, also Cairo c.d.s. 
Est. $70.00 Realized $ 44.80 

Lot 296, Imperf, diagonal tied to pi•3~e 
by blue c.d.s. (Cairo) - . 27 July Bb7 

Lot 2'!7, Similar, normal perfs, simi1a r 
c.d.s., 20 July 1867, cut.as a hexagon 
Est. $42.00 · Rea1ized $ 36. ~0 

' I 
I 
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Lot 151,. Dj EtecneJ , on small piece \J:ii.!, 
Alexandria c.d.s . ; Illegjtle date. 
C&t. $?25.~0 Re~lized $ 55.00 

!I. R. F!~f.MEg - 14 I 16 APRIL, 1970 

Lot 790 2 .P . T. diagonal, t l ed o:r, fold·· 
ed iett~I· by CEoirc c.Cl.s" Carries SUEZ 
baekr-:tt:mp . 
Cat. $225.0D Reali zed $160.00 

. .... .._. --- ,.._._.....- .. ,-~~ .... ;."' 
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18TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE fi,.EVOLUTION 

DATE: OF ISSUE:: 23 JU:L:..Y, ·1970 
D~NOMINAT ION: 20 Hills 

A fist and a freed bird 
symbolizing steadfast­
ness a n d liberation. 

DESIGN: 

DTiv!ENSIONS: 
PER FDHA 'I' ION: 
SHEE"l': 
COI.OR: 

25 x 42 mm. 
11 1/2 

50 S·samps (10 x 5) . 
Black, white, blue-green 

and orange scarlet 

. THE MINIATURE SHEEr 

DE NOMINATION: 1(1)0 Mills 
SamA as the stamp (Imperf) 

70 X 110 }illllo 

DESIGN: 
D lliENfJlrJ NS : 

WAT &'t."iARK : 
PRINTING: 

CON7ROL: 
QUANTITY: 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure - Postal Orgariiz­
ation Printing House in U A R 
Date of Issue & Serial number 

Stampi:l 1, 500,000 
Miniature sheets 150,000 

DA.':rE OF ISSUE: 21 August; 1970 
20 and 60 Mills DEl,!OM I NATION: 

DESIGN: 
DJMENSIONS: 

Al A1sa Mosque on fire 
49 x 30 mm. 

11 1/2 PERFDRA.TION: 
SHEET: 
COI.OHS:: 

WATER:v!AHK' i 
· PlUNTING: 

CONTROL: 
QUANTI"i'Y: 

20 Mills 
50 Stamp0 (5 x 10) 

Emerald & pale green 
tan , brown & orange. 

60 Mills Bright and pale blue 
tan, bro1m & crim~wn 

. . . . . Mul·~.iple E~gle 
· Rotogravure - Postal Organiz­

ation.,.Printing Hou:3e in U A R 
Date a·f Issue & Serial number 
20 Mills l,ooo,_ooo stamps 

.. 60 MilLs 500,000 stamps 

EGYJ':!' IAN TOPICS . 
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