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BECKPEX SALUTES ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

with tlte t:dit;;: 
. :~ 

In our last issue we mentioned the big job 
we had of moving and we carefully iisted our 
new address so the transition would go along 
smoothly. . Well ••• we're back on our pet 
peeve the U .s. Mail, boy, what a foul -
up. Mail was returned to the sender long 
after our change of address had be en put . 
through. Our new issues sere sent back to 
Cairo and, as you may remember, we had to 
use photos of the 200 and 500 m. valu~ s. 
The problem continued so we have taken steps 
to remec;iy it once and for all. We finally 
broke down and rented a P. 0, Box~ Please 
address all future correspondence to: 

P. 0, BOX # 36491 
Los Angeles, California, 90036 

Hopefully, this will solve our problem. If 
anyone has mail returned, please re-send to 
the above listed bo~ number. 
THINGS ALWA1S SEEM TO "SLOW UP about thi-s 
time of the year, with the possible except.;. 
ion of the eager buyers trying to beat the 
new catalogue. However, in talking with 
several of our dealer friends who run auct­
ions, they tellme that the sUmm.er months 
bid fair to maintain a steady market, as 
they did last year. Theyalways tell me there 
is plenty of material (Until I ask for the 
first issue on cover, multiples of earlies 
and pioneer airmails on cover, etc.). V.fuat 
they really mean is that a dirth of the com­
mon, . run-of-the-mill varieties exist, Don 't 
be dismayed ever so often a real gem or 
two does show up to make it all worth whilE't.. 

OF COURSE, we are always plugging the shows. 
What better way to publicize our spec i a 1 
area of the hobby than to . show it,· particu­
larlv when a nice award ribbon hangs on the 
first frame. People just have to notice, 
When was the last time you exhibited ? Y o u 
did ? Why not tell us about it ? Your fel­
low readers want to !<;now who won what, and 
where ? What did you show ? 

Dr. Peter Smith was a recent visitor to our 
City of Smogsville., We managed to sp.end a 
little time together. Very pleasant to see 
him again after more than two years, As us­
ual had some constructive comments for Top­
ics which will show up in later issues. 
Peter Feltus made> the trip down Oakland for 
FILA-FAIR and a visit. Our visit was short 
due to personal business that could not be 
delayed but we Will make up for it in July 
or August. 
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PHIJ-A-rELit! 
· FUN AND PROFIT 

VISIT OF THE KING OF SAUDI ARABIA TO EGYPT 

A one value issue in· pale and deep yellow 
green appeared on 10 January, 1946 to honor 
King Abdel Aziz Al Saud; 10 Mills (Zeh. No 
83, page 147) and generally, a pretty clean 
printing, I have, however, located two cop­
ies (does this prove it is actually con­
stant. ? ) with a small green dot in the Arabic 
in the upper right corner, just left of the 
shaped character. 

I / 
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ANGLO - EGYPTIAN TREATY - MONTREAUX 

This set of three values, issued 22 December, 
1936, appeared :in an earlier issue of Egypt­
ian Topics showing facsimiles of the signa­
ture of Anthony Edeno Although 240,000 com­
plete nets were issued (total number of the 
high value- 20 m, blue - Zeh. No. 58, page 
140) no varieties are listed. I have locat­
ed a copy of this same 20 m, with a reason­
ably sized dot, in blue 0 in the center of 
the Arabesque in the UPPER right corner, 

U1PH TIPPER ·- GOLD AWARD and '~}ne U .P .s. S • 
Certificate for his showing of eight frames 
(48 pa.ges)of the Postal Stationery of Egypt 
at the Jmnual Exhibitim of the London (Ont) 
Canada. Phi.late:tie So.ci·ety • • .• • • • 
MD ••• A SIIH.ER !UARD in the exp·e r t 
Cl:ass f'or PR.E'ifOUS GRAND A:WARD WINNERS • F.or 
eight 1'r:ames o:f Egypt, 18'79 to 1937, in a 
!March Exhibition held ~y the North Toronto 
Stamp Club. 

GaiUXIJ R. GARRET'!' At ll- IPEX- 71, One of 
~e ma..jor awards (Best E:xhibi t by an Ass­
ociate Member); .S:ilver award for five frames 
of'· Air.ma:il Sb...'l!ps .and Cover-s of the Sudan • 

MID •• ,., A pr-esentation sh<Owing at FILA­
FAIR, by invitation crily, ~Y 21-23, 1971, 
in Loo Angeles consisting cf five frames of 
Smwi .A:Iml'JAI:LS (60 pages), and five frames 
o:f the First three "i'S:sues of Egypt. Cover­
age of' this show ~s .made by Life Magazine 
llllo awards were· given. FILA-FAIR this year 
took the pl.aee of A.S .. D ... A'" 'WEST. 

IB!lE!NRY lJEIT'l'A.KER writes to us from Victoria 
Canada that he vaca:tioned m" Hawaii during 
the A.P.S. Canventicm a.nd thoroughly en­
joyed himsel:C in the sun. Oh yes ! He . also 
valk:ed off' with A GOLD AWARD for his super.b 
coll ection o:f the Su.dan. 

:miPTIAH 'l"'BERCIJL(l)IS SEALS 

Fol1oving our publication o:f an illustrated 
article on these seldom-seen seals in Vol, 
2. Ho. 5 (Jllly-Augnst, 19'/0), we. have re­
ceived several requests :for additional i n -
:formation. 
lllave Strock of' Sea.tt1e ~ s en t us data 
from G:RJmR•s TB SEALS OF THE WORLD. Sinae 
tllrl.s is copyrighted material. it 1Na.S necess­
ary to obtain the publisher"s permission. 

\lie now have that permission :from Mr •. R. C, 
ltiosba-ugh. President o:f the Christmas Seal 
and Charity Stamp Society. He has promised 
to send us good reproductions from the cat­
al.ogue which we v.ll1 publi.sh with as much 
additional materia1 as . is ~:~,vailable, 

~ YOO EXHIBI'l' BGYP'.r!B MD SUDANESE MAT­

ERIAL • .. • LET US DGI. WE LIKE TO GIVE 

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS mE. 
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vt~d ,, cpenaQ ~ cp~tt.~ateQy 
UN I C ~ F .. U. N~ ~- Local Pest - Penal Philately 

Local Posts have been around for many years 
but relatively few specialists or even gen­
eral collectors have shown much interest in 
this fairyland fantasy phase of our hobby. 

Recent years however, have shown a marked 
trend in this direction Even a specialized 
catalogue of Local Posts and lopos has b~en 
published as a guide. Even so, relatively 
few have used them to purposeful advantage. 
Among those who have is man who, ordinarily 
you would not associate with a · philanthropic 
enterprise yet, this_ is. precisely the case. 
The brainchild of OONALD OUIMET, an inmate 
in the State Correctional Facility at South 
Walpole, Mass., has created not one, but two 
Local Posts in the span of less than t w o 
years, while active in penal philately. 
Penal Philately is relatively new although 
a club has been . in operation for the past 
15 years at So, Walpole. 

.. , .Irt August, 1969 the · first Local Post opera­
-~ : .:;~Eifl ~ :from wi.thin a ·Pris~ made its debut, as 

a project of the ".906" Stamp Club. called 
the "906" Local Post, it caught on. After 
several successful issues and a firm found­
ation, Donald handed the reins over to oth- . 
er members of the club and created still a 
second local post, "THE GUS. LETTER EXPRESS" 
in January, 1971 in honor of their advisor, 
A.G.(Gus) Gauthier, a man with rare insight 
in problems of penology. 

Through one of Topics subscribers, who at 
that time was an inmate, your editor became 
interested and, on March lOth, 1971 accept­
ed an appointment as G.L.E. Postmaster for 
the state of California. In turn, Klaas van 
Ingen of Fullerton was appointed assistant 
postmaster. 
Being unable to function for lack of stamps, 
we promptly printed our ov-.'11 after the design 
of the original but, on green paper :in black 
ink, :instead of blue on pink paper. "PROVI­
SIOOAL" was overprinted in red. These were 
in use .from March 23rd until April 17, when 

a supply of the new issue was received from 
the main office, with FDC on April 18th. 

Covers bearine; this new lopo will be sold at' 
the BECKPEX EXHIBITION at Fullerton, Calif. 

on June 12th and 13th. They w_ill receive 
both tee Beckpex and special GLE cancels. 

All proceeds from the sale of these covers 
will be donated to help the needy kiddies 
through UNICEF~ Not one penny except postage 
will be retained. Fully serviced covers are 
35~ oco.ch. Your stamped-addressed covers 251 
each, five for $1.00. 

NOW, THE JNTERESTING ITEM FOR EGYPTIAN COL­
LECTORS. A special .lopo has been designed 

0 

IN 

lMI 

MtDDLI 

I AIT 

Gvo 

I Jtpre •• 

for collectors of 
the "MIDDLE EAST" 
as illustrat.ed at 
the left. It will 
be printed on gum­
med paper in red 
and black. Sched­
uled for release 
early in the Fall. 

G.L.E. is designa­
ted as the fun 

· post and all emis­
sions are intend .. 
ed to be humorous. 

For those among you who lack interest in 
lopos, it does provide an opportunity to 
contribute a small sum to a legitimate and 
extremely worthy cause, and, for which, you 
do reco!rl.ve something in return. Your cover 
will always be an ingeresting c o nversa tion 
piece at any stamp club gathering. 

Topics has Never made a pi~h for any char­
ity but we do feel UNICEF is worthwhile and 
we thought you might like to be included. 

ORDER YOURS NOl.J' - the cu:rrent issue or the 
Middle East Peace Issue. Please specify the 
lopo.of your choice. Mail your order to the 
Editor, P. O. Box # 36491, Los Angeles, Ca. 
Zip Code 90036. 
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Figure 1 
The First Type 

THE FIRST ISSUE OF SUDAN, consisting of 
Egyptian stumps overprinted. in Arabic and 
French, had a life span of only about one 
year, during which only a small part of the 
Sudan was opened up to postal service. In 
addition, t h e country was in a highly cfrs­
organized state, and very few of the popul­
ation 'Was literate. The cons;equen ce of 
these facts is that these stamps were not 
heavily us~l and are quite scarce with gen­
uine postmat~ks. 

On the other hand, the basic stamps were in 
use for many years in Egypt, whose li terata 
populat1.on t<ras large, and used stamps with:.. 
out· the "SOUDAN" overprint are quite common. 
The temptati.on to the forger to convert com­
mon used Egyptian stamps in to what appears 
t o b e scarc!e u se d Sudanese stamps by the 
addition of a forged overprint was great, 
and enormous quantities of su eh forgeries 
are to be f'c;md. A lot of them can be re­
cognized by the cancellations, especially 
when they are of familiar Egyptian cities, 
such as Cair•o and Alexandria. But what are 
the genuine Sudanese cancellations like ? 

Some of the cancellations used in the Sudan 
Are shown in1 Gisburn an d Th o m p son • s book 
"Stamps and. Posts of the Anglo- Egyptian 
Sudan", but that book contained so much 

()IJ tAe 

Q . .. 

...... . 

UD 
misinfo?Mation that one shcmld nGt 1tMlst 
anything stated in it without independent 
verification. Robson ·Lowe•·s "Encyclopedia ... 
Vol. II (Africa) has . e ss entiall.y noth-
ing to add. · 

The small booklet, lft"ittan by D. B. Arm­
strong and published .in 1912, "'The Postage 
Stamps of the Anglo - ·~gypti·an Sudan .. , does 
not illustrate any of:the postma.rks used cm 
the First Issue, but warns against forg~r• 
ies , and states that : "the post<J~.all'k s on 
genuinely used copiers sholll.ld be these of ' 
Abu Ha.mad, Debbeh, IDU.ta~ W a.dy Bal!'a Camp 
Korti and Merowe - - ·:~ .. • Gisbvt1 and '!'hemp­
son are ambiguous in::· their stat•enta in 
one place they state, referring te cancel­
lations in use in '1897 -' 1898", that "The .. 
following were used ·o,n the line or m arch 
of the Expeditionary ·Force:c . .durmg the cur­
rency of the Provisicmal Issuea- Wadi Hal-. 
fa, Wadi Halfa. Camp, •Half&, A.rgo, Khandaq, 
Debbeh, Korti, Kerma,,. Aba· Fatmah, Dongola, 
Shendi, Merowi (or. Mtlrawi), Berber ed Wad 
Hamad. Suakin - - - J was alse ·issued with 
these stamps - - ". ;'However, in . a· later 
part o:f the book, wh;er e ·specific t)pes of 
cancellations are illustrated and the off­
ices known to have uSed them a r e listed, 
certain of these offices are not listed at 
all, and ·others are listed as ·iml.7;being 
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found on the Second Issue 
What are we to believe ? 

(Camel d e sign) .. 

In the absence of official records, the only 
th~g 1-re can do is refer to the act u a 1 
stamps - - what cancellations have act ... 
ually been seen ? I list here the cancella­
tions that I have seen on the First Issue 
over a period of about 25 years of observa­
tionz 

Wadi Halfa Souakin 
Halfa . Korti 
Debbeh Berber 
Travelling Post Office 
Challal / Wadi Halfa 

Abu Fa tma.h 
Kerma 
Dongola 
Merawi 

In addition there are two types of telegra~. 
phic cancellations~ plus a presumably post­
al cancellation reading simply "SUDAN POSTAL 
SERVICE HALFA". 

when an Egyptian post of'fice operate<.1 there 
(how did it survive the 12 years under the 
Khalif a 1 ) .. This i s the t;y-pe with a eras-· 

· cent and star beneath the ~ame of ghe town. 
It had only a short life, and it is cpxHe 
scarce for it was replaced by a heavier type 
in which a black panel is at the bottom, as 
shown in the illustratiol'l~ (See Figure 1),. 

Merawi used the sa.'lle type 
o:f postmark as .K or t i at 
fir .•' lt' • h ; t _;: _. V'!-'• + s-r., a non.g . _,_ .i.•" .. .. . _, ~ 

kno-wn u se d at an earlier 
period as wi t.h Ko:t'ti.. Prob·~ 
ably this postm.m:k w,r:A'i pre­
pared for use in 188.5~ but 
because oi.' t.he r.-;rLr·,nat t;.,,i.<::k 

Figure 2 to Wadi Ha.l::'a after it W$.S 

found to be too late to relie-..re Go:r~do:n ~ t 
at Khartoum, t h e Merawi office may neve:r 

-=---~----~~-~, 

~ 

DEBBEH KORTI 

CHALLAL{HA.L.F'A s 
-- . 

£ 
~ 
~ 

J 
~ 
~ 
1.· 

I 
~ 
~ 
~ ,, 
:j 
q 

· Figure · J EXAMPLES OF GENUINE CANCELLATICNS 

Some of these postmarksare illn~trated here 
as they appear on the actual stamps,~~ough 
they are not always complete or clear. Some 
of these offices had more than one type of 
postmark. Wadi Halfa continued to use those 
that it had used before the First Issue, at 
the time when only unoverprinted Egyptian 
stamps were in use. There were at least two 
types, differing in size. A forged postmark 
of Wadi Halfa also exists; one of its feat­
ures is that the inner ar£ is not concentric 
with the outer circle, Halfa is, of course, 
the same place as Wadi Halfa. 

Korti, at first, used a postmarkil'lg of the 
Egyptian type; in fact, apparently the veey­
same postmark that had been used in 188 5 

have been .opened, The second postmark fm.~ 
Merawi, with spelling changed to Mer o w i 
also matched that o:f Korti. Debbeh and Kerma 

also used the same type as 
the second postmark of 
Korti and I believe I one e 
saw an example of Dongola 
in the same type, but I do 
not have ones 

Dongola and Abu Fatmah used 
FigUre 4 bilingual cancellat ions in 

in the contemporary Egyptian style; with a 
double circle split by a date band, wit h 
English at the top, Arabic at the boit.tom, 
and "~'ertical lines in the segments :in between 
(As shown in Figure 5). 
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CANCELLATIOOS FOUND CN THE FIRST ISSUE OF SUDAN (Continued) 

Figure 5 

Unfortunately, the example 
, of Abu Fatmah is very in­
complete. The t ravelling 
Post Office cancell.a tion was 
also in this style. Its ex­
act use use is uncertain, 
and has been the subject of 
much discussion. 1he choices 
are either the short rail­
way line a 1 on g the N i 1 e 
southwest fro m Wadi Halfa 
or the long railway south 
across the desert to Abu 
Hamad., One hypothesis is 
that it was initially used 
on the first line, but was 
then transferred to the sec­
ond when it became the more 
important. It is rare, and 
although covers are known, 
none of them carry a clue 
as to the actual site of use • 

Soukin (Sawakin) used the 
Egyptian cancellations that 
it had used all along, be­
fore the advent of the First 
Issue, for, like Wadi Halfa 
it had not fallen to t h e 

Figure 
7 

Mahdi, and its post office 
had never closed. It is not 
a common cancellation en the 

on the Flrst Issue, probably because most 
of the military activity was coneJmtrated 
along the Nile. 

The steamer service that 
operated above the First 
Cataract at Assouan ha d 
carried mail bet.ween the 
docks at Shellal (Challal) 

. and Wadi Half a for man y 
years before the appearance 
of the First Issue. The 
steamers carried a p 0 s t Fi~N.I"e 8 
office, which cancelled 
mail with a postmark containing the names 
of the terminal offices. Most of the Exam­
ples I have seen before 1898 were on Egypt­
ian stamps, but occasiona~ a stamp of the 
First Issue is seen with such a cancellation 
(see Figure 8). 

Fjna~, there is the ani g ma tic "SUDAN 
POSTAL SERVICE / HALFA" postmax-k. Its pecu­
liarity is that it has no indication of the 
date. It is uncommon, but not rare, but its 
exact use is not known. 

Figure 9 

Perhaps it may have been 
used on Printed Matter. 

The foregoing remarks cover 
all that I have observed 
about postal cancellations 
on these stamps. How aver, 
they are also known cancel-
led with telagrapM.c cancel­
lations. Usually .stamps 

bearing such c.;mcells.tions also have a himd­
stamped overprint consisting of ths letters 
"TEL" in an oval, denoting their i:nt.'9nd­
ed telegraphic use, but this is not al-r..ro.ys 
so. There are two main types of telegraphic 
cancellation: a large double circle inscri­
bed ARMY TELEGRAPHS, an d a large o·~ral in­
scribed with the town name, in English, a.t 
the top, Arabic at the bottom (see Fig. 10) 

This 1 at ter type 
is much less c om­
mon, and I know of 
it only ~or Kerma 
and Berb~. 

The former type 
(see ri'igure 11 ) t 
has no Arabic and 
does not show the 

_ town name; h 6 w-
Figure 10 KERMA (oval) ever, at the be-· 

ginning and end 
of the date line, two capital letters ap­
pear. These are a code designation for the 

Figure 11 H - L 
ARMY TELEGRAPHS 

particular office. 
Some of them are 
fairly obvious, 
such as H - L for 
Halfa, but some 
have not yet been 
identified. B - B 
and B - R are be-· 
lieved to be Bar­
ber, D -N is Don.:. 
gola, M- R is Mer­
owl. Ho waver, I 
have K - R, shown 
in Figure 12 , on 
the p a g e follow­

ing, with a strip of five on a piece of t-el­
graph form. It could logically be either 
Karma or Khartoum. 

In the Robs on Lowe P o s t a 1 History Auction 
for J_jnuary 12th, 1965, several other lett­
er codes are listed (lots 59 to 65h DR, IL, 
CT, and: RH. The last probably is Railhead , 
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but the others are mysterious~ They contin­
ued to use the same types of cancellation -
after the introduction of the de fin i t i v e 

telegraph stamps, and additional codes came 
to be found on thel!J. . 

Figure 12 ARMY TELE:GRAPP..S K - R ON PIECE OF TELEGRAJ;)E. FOHM 

. SUD~1N TELEGRAPHS. Form No. t 

No . .. St~tion · Dat.e . L 
•, ·' 

. , l Nllme of .. Sender ... :\ ddre:;see . 

01te half er . 

Figure 13 ARMY TELEGRAPHS D - N CN PIECE OF TELEGRAPH FORM 

The .ARMY TELEXZRAPH cancellation is not an 
intrinsically Sudanese marking, and in fact 
was used in many different parts of the 
world, and at many different periods, where 
ever and whenever British military opera­
tions required telegraphic services. Thus 
these cancellations can be found on other 
stamps than Sudanese, and often on stampless 
covers. Many examples that are met with or­
iginated in the Boer War·. A very similar 
type of marking inscribed ARMY SIGNALS came 
into use later and was similarly u sed in 
widely separated military theaterso I do not 
know that it was used in the Sudan, but it 
was definately used in the Middle East area 
during World War II. That, however, is a 
different story, and has nothing to do with 
the First Issue of Sudan. An example used 
in Egypt (Fayid Camp) is illustrated just 
to show the similarity. 

Figure i4 ·-

Block of four with 
the postal cancel­
lation of Dongola. · 

Figure 15 -
The postal can­
cellation on a 
piece - MERAWI 
dateda 20 V 97 
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C:ANCELLATICNS FOUND 00 THE FIRST ISSUE OF SUDAN 

rhe foregoing discussion of postmarks found 
:>n the First Issue actually applies only t o 
:>rdinary postage stamps, which w~t ()Ut of 

· ll~e :upon the appearance of the definitives, 
,. ~ ... ~ ' 

the Camel rider stamps on March' lst., 1898~ 
rhe 5 m. perforated S.G. for official use, 
~d the overprinted postage due stamps, con­
tinued in use longer. A consequence is that 
t.hese stamps maybe found with cancellations 
:>f other towns, such as • Khartoum, which were 
1ot reconquered until later. It is possible 
t.hat the same is true of the stamps hand­
stamped TEL. Barber would have been as far 
~outh as postal services could have been ex­
::~anded while the First Issue was t.;t ill · in 
1se, for the next stop south is Atbara; the 
)attle of Atbara did not take place until 
~pril, 1898, and Omdurrnan- Khartoum was not 
~eached until September 2nd. 

Cover from HALFA to 
CAIRO, dated 4/11/98 

Backstamped MILITARY 
POST OFFICE / CAIRO 
15 II 98 

Also the normal civil­
•.tt.n postal marking of 
CAIRO on the same date 

· .. 

IDYPTIAN TOPICS 

(Continued) 

j\ .· 
'''/ 

Figure 15 A block of four with 
the Cancellation of DONGOLA and 
dated 21 V 97. Note the "21" 
in the date-line slug is invert 

Figure 16 -

Postal stationery en­
velope0 used from 
BERBER. 

Datec:h 1'7 JA 98 

Backstamped at HALFA 
on January 25, ancfat· 
CAIRO cm February 1st 

~ .. • 

·, 
·•. 

,;..,. 
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Figure 18-

Example of a 

native cover 

latlo.n of the 

Travelling 
Post Of:f'tce 

Figure 19 ·· -

An example of Postal 

Stationery cover with . 

cancellation of the 

Travelling Post 

Office i:r~ the 

Sudan, to Engla."'.ld. 

Probably military 

mail to a ~lfe or 
mother ., 
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CANCEl.LA.TimS FOUND Qi THE FIRST ISSUE OF SUDAN (Continued) 
. . . 

The~e was no separate army .maU service dur­
ing the reconquest of the Sudan, and a 11 
soldier's mail was carried by normal postal 
channels, whether franked with Sudanese 
stamps or sent unfranked, usually w1 th the 

. ,,;:~~~o~~em~t ''No. s. tamps available". In fact .. · ~"~+~;~, .. ,1Wfl*'- carried during the curren­
cy ··or•fth~Y.~ir~t "'ssue appears to have been 
soldier's ·mail, and nearly all of the cov­
ers I have seen a re from British soldiers, 
addressed entirely in English, Use of the 
telegraph service appears to have been heavy 

Fbr those who have a special 
in'ter·:::,st in the telegraphic 
cancellations as they appear 
both ':11 the First Issue and the 
definitiTe telegraph stamps, a 
list o.f the known code letters, ! 
~th tentative iden tificatien i 
of of some of them, was publish- 1 

ed by Major E. C, W. Stagg in I 
the Joumal of the Oriental 
:J>hllatelic Association of Lon- ~ 
don, ''ro; his list should be I 
added a R - H, D - R, I - L, 
C- T, and K- R, mentioned 
earlier ~ thes~ notes, 

Bibliographyi-

O~AL~ .Vol. J, P• .58 .·Postmarks 
Vol. 7, P• 12 ~udan TPO 
Vol. 10, P• 25 ck. list 

L'ORIENT PHILA.TELIQUE, No. JJ, 
·· · · .Po ,1-97, British Military 

, , ··:p;s~r :h;t 'd:; Boulad, 
STAMP COLLECTING, 15 Aug,, '52 

by W, L, Freshwater, 

~ . · ... 

Figure 20 

perhaps owing to the slowness of the malls 
frOJQ. what was at that tilas a very remote 

. area. Telegraphic cc!l'1dlUJ'lications are thus 
not uncommon, As to relative scarcity of the 
of the postal cancellations, Halfa is far 
. and away the commonest (in its various forms) 
and Herawi is. a distant $'800hd.~- . T h·e First 
cancellation of Merawi is commonly found 
with an erroneous year date, "96"instead of 
"97", This, at one time caused a great deal 
ot confusion about the proper date ·of issue 
of the First Issue. 

'· 

JOURNAL OF PHILA.TELY, Vol._ •• _.;VII::,;:·;;_· _......., .............. ..._ ____ _.. ....... ....,.--.. .......... ..;.;· -.,;--;;,;;· --------.....,. 
No. 1, P• J ~orged .., .. -- :l 

COVER FR<J.i KORTI (Second type of Postmark), 
BACKSTAMPEDa HALFA, ALEXANDRIE, and BULKELEY 

Cc:nrers,Peter Smith . 1 • 

Figure 21-

Post-World War II cover 
from Fayid .IIIUi ta.ry camp, ' 
Egypt, showing the Am1Y 
SXGNAIS Cancellation 
that succeeded the ARMY 
l'ELEGRAPHS type. 

. . . . . .. .. ,.., . -: r ,., 
_ .... <::.:~··~·~· :~:; 

• :"*' .. ·t ~ ·~,·, >~ 

Ao.....,iiD.g ottioer :-:~~-'-.:/ 
8t)l Air :ro~tion S~gnals. · 

British Troops 111.: Austria . . . . 
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P/iRWV EK-ENDI! 
A F£11 FF£E.VORJS 
t£FE fVEA/V PRJRT 

- · 
bazaar 

There is never a charge for WANTS or OFFERS 
listed for our readers in Egyptian Topics. 

* * * 
WANTED - For a topical exhibition display 
Any material dealing with Nasser; Unusual 
items, autographs, collateral material, qn 
cover, orrors etc., write now to G. ''Sc(()tty" 
RASMUSSEN, . 11039 Barman Ave., Culver City, 
California, 90230 
WANTED Used or unused EGYPT Scott #8 -
types 1 & 4 (Zeheri descriptions) #9 typo 4 
#11, type 4 fmd #13, typ~ 1. I will trade 
other types of similar numbers, or will buy 
Write D. A. ANDERSOO, 11633 Menlo Avenue, 
Hawthorne, California, 90250, 
WANTED - Correspondence \d. th · anyone who can 
supply me with the new issues of Egypt at a 
reasonable · profit over face, Also need some. 
1960 - 1971 issues. Write to GUS KATHMANN, 
3606 Kipling Ave. St. Louis Park, Mn., 5.5416 
WANTED Your editor is looking for early 
airmail i terns of the Sudan and Egypt; coll­
ateral material, covers, vignettes, labels, 
ANY covers flown by Walter Mittelholzer, to 
AFRICA or other destinations. Needed now to 
document a planned article on the life ·and 
flights of this famous Swiss pioneer, 
WANTED V, ANDONIAN, P, 0, Box 11093, Oak­
land, California, 94611, needs various sets 
and singles of the Royal Imperforates. Let 
him know what you have in duplication. Write 
first and please include ~ur price. 

AN OFF'EH We offer to print your ad abso­
lutely free, in this space. Our readers al­
ways have things to buy, sell or swap. Mail 
your copy to the editor now while its £resh 
in your mind. You may be happily surprised 
at the results from just one little adlet. 
EXCHANGE A. S, MIS.HRICK M.D., 520 Franklin 
Ave., NYC 0 N • Y,, 11530, has a very extensive 
collection of varieties & imperfs. He would 
be delighted to comPa.re notes and exchange. 
Write to him now if you are interested, • • 

MINOR SUDAN FLAWS 

Some interesting, although minor, flaws oc­
cur on later issues of the Sudan, and prob­
ably of interest to the specialists, Un~e­

corded previously as far as we know. 
A 'white spot 8 ·(ca.tmm dia.) 
occurs on t h e hip of the 
soccer player. 

15 m., issued in 19 6 0 for 
the "OLlMPIC G.Al>1ES". . 
Blue, black, yellow, green. 

Zeheri No. 135 
Scott No. 130 

An interesting color ~hift on Zeheri No 147 
Scott No. 142 issued in 1962 to publicize 

the· eradication of Malaria 
On the 15 mm., violet, blue 
anct black; the blue figure 
on t he right is raised ea. 
1 mm • while the purple f:tg­
ure on the left h as m o,red 
slightly down and ea. t 1mn. 
toward the cent er • 

A perforation shift: verti­
cally ea • 4 mm. Uld horiz­
ontally about 1 mm. The . 
latter is insignificant but 
the former i s very obvious 

l . :· ' ··· '< v--'J ' 

' " 
I Li' .L 

(see sketch). I have heard i:r,..--~,,-,-. \'"="",w· 

that only one sheet origin-
ated in this cond~tion. Zeheri No. 69, .~d 

. Scott No. 071, on the 8 Piastre overprinted 
Official issued in 1962. Overprinting W'a s 
accomplished prior to perforating). 

WANTED Help in plating the 10 para, 20 para 
and 1 P. T. stamps of the '1867-69 issue. I 
want to borrow (to photograph) or buy b"loeks 
and strips of any size. Also, singles that 
are very much off-center, and thus show 
enough white margin on any side to show that 
they are from .an edge of the sheet, Any aid 
wor: be reciprocated ••• What may I do for 
you 1 Write to Peter Feltus, 4970 Desmond 
Street, Oakland, California, 94618 

SEND IN YOUR WANTS AND OFFT~RS NCYt/ FOR OUR 

NEXT BIG ISSUE • • • FOR JULY - AUGUST 

INTRODUCE A FRIEND TO EGYPTIAN TOPICS NOT..V 



Page ?4 MAY - JUNE 1971 EGYP'l'lAN TOPICS 

MY Tb Tll€ 

NOW, OUT OF THE PAST; FRCM THE UVING PAGES OF HIS­
TORY COMES MARC POURPE 'S OWN STORY, WRITTEN OVER 57 
YEARS AGO AND PRESENTED HERE, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
ENGLISH, AI..OOG WITH THE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS F ROM 
THE FRENCH JOURNAL .. JE SAIS TOUT", PUBLISHED IN ITS 
ISSUE OF 15 APRIL, 1914. 

Marc Pourpe's flight Cairo- Khartoum, 1914. 

WE ARE INDEBTED TO DRi. A. WINTER 0 F M 0 N TROUGE FOR' 
DIFFICULT TASK OF TRANSLATIOO FRCM· THE OBSOLETE AND 
OUTMODED FRENCH, AND TO HIS FRIFlW, M!i.. GORCE-BRIDE 
OF PARIS WHO FURNISHED THE ORIGlllAL MATERIAL. 

Editors Notea While much of this article 
deals with the history of and events in the 
life of Marc Pourpe leading up to this epic 
in aviation history; and matters philatelic 
play only a minor role, we believe that the 
narrative of facts, written by Marc Pourpe 
himself, is of sufficient interest to our 
readers to warrant its presentation herea 

·,'·;:·\' ,, + + + 
FROM MY EA.'RLIEST CHILDHOOD I HAVE ALWAYS 
liked travelling and if, when I was young 
and lived in Egypt near the Suez Canal I 
did not think o f fantastic raids in an ae­
roplane, it was only because aviation was 
not yet born. 

Following the hero of the day, or from the 
book of adventures I was reading, I saw my­
self, now sailing the oceans 01. a ghost ship 
generally represented by an empty box laying 
on a lawn; now crossing the Afric:m desert 
at the h·Bad of a caravan (1893 -1898, a time 
of the wars of the plundering Dervishes who 
pitted themselves against the mixed English 
and Egyptian troops). I had as much sympathy 
for the plunderers as for the soldiers who 
defended honest people. I was one or the 
other' according to the r~sul ts t h e news­
papers gave me. 

I can see myself again, perched on a branch 
of a pepper shrub more than fragile, well 
hidden in its leaves, watching all afternoon 
an armed troop wk:o never came. or again, to 
creep along in the hot sands of Suez, look-· 
ing for an imaginary well to slake a three 
day thirst, not less imaginary. 
These difficulties that I liked and which 
germinated in my brain were the joy and am-
usement of my holidays and the nightmare of 
my nights. As for these natural inclinations, 
the system of education that my parents made 
me follow could only develop my ideas of ad­
venture and travelling. 

I spent one and a half years in England, at 
Harrow, the preparatory school for Oxford 
and Cambridge Universities. I became rider 
footballer, cricket player, oarsman, boxer, 
etc. • • from there I was sent to Germany 
to Heidelberg, where I was thrilled by win.o. 
ter sports such as skating and tobogganing. 

During my holidays, I was sent to visit 
historic Europe, and I must admitwithgreat 
shame that from my stay in Italy, w h e r e I 
visited three museums a day on average, ex­
cept the impressive muscles · of the Roman 
athletes and gladiators, I brought very few 
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memories back, to the great c oncern of m.v 
family, while from ·Belg-ium, Germany, Swi tz­
erland, s.nd Just ;ria I came back with a pro­
vision of extraordinary stories of t rip s 
and a healthy look. 

But t hese travels thern3elvf"s m.!! de rne lose 
t' ~i!JY. patience as soon as I stayed at the sa:r.e 
: .. ;pl~ce for more than .:J. for tnight. 

In France, where I was sent !~ack to finish 
my studies, with the praiseworthy intention 
of making an honest notary or A rich ban V.:Rr 
of me, t he sudden change from the on en air 
life I had led until then for a sedentary 
and too inactive life. gave me the feelin rr, 
t h:1t t he walls of my coll ege wer e those of 
a real prison. I missed fresh air and be­
cause of my health, which 
·:·,•:ld not bear such a diet 
and o f my violent temper, 
my parents had to let me go 
my own way in life at my 
own risks with a number of 
dipl omas which were consid­
ered insufficient but, in 
my my opinion, quite ade­
quate a~ d complete enough 
for my v~grant mind. 

The automobile, at that time 
r,.;as in full swing, and this 
mechanical sport attracted 
me irresistibly. I succeed­
ed, after several fMd tl.ess 
attempts (knowing nobody ' .. 
and stru~gling alone) from 

. wqrl;dng in a factory; I 
s·tayed th.ere for two years 
bnt, I arrived too young in 
a too old world, and see­
in ~S that I had little op­
portuni ty of finding there 
a situation which stllited me, 
I gaYe up this career. 

In 1908 began the heroic 
period in French aviation 
and I had the good luck to 
go through it and to run 
beside the . great ch.ampiC?Ds · 
of the time, and the sorrow 
to see them fall one after 
the .other . 

But this was 'W calling, and i.n . f ive years 
I . flew successi:.rely in Aust:ral:j..a, New Zefl­
land, Tasmania, and then in the ·North of 
France and in EnF,land. 

The Colonies temnted me the mos t and I 
I , • . 

v:lsited Ceylon, India, 3nJJm,i , L.~l·aysia, Cam-
bodia, C:vnch:Cnch:i.na, Annam and Tonkin. 'Ehen 
I C!l.ro 0 hn'f' 1~ to ..- 'ranee to rest rmu to prepare 
f(),· t]' . e fl i :~ht \orhich was t he dr eam. of my 
life. 

All of these f1ifjhts 
which I accompl ished 
in various c o i o nia 1 
areas, in climates less 
prov :::.t ious t o the 
success of flying, 

~ / . 

OFFICIAL CONGRATULATIQ~S AT .KilllRTOUM 
(Photo 1.) The av)..ator Marc Pourpe, on · his arrival at Khartoum, was the subject of a 
splendid reception from the population , enthusiastic at the s uccess of such a prodigious 
journey above the desert. Th~ Sirdar, Sir Reginald Wingate (left ) and Colonel Smyth Pacha 
(right) congratul;Ate Marc Pourpe who, dis embarking from his aeroplane, g iv es them the 
first mail carried from Cairo by air. 

(Continued on n ext page) 
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MY VISIT TO THE PHARAOHS 

MAY - JUNE 1971 

MARC POURPE 

EGYPTIAN TOPICS 

TRANSLATED BY DR. A. WlNTER . --· 
made mequite sure that 
apart from the pleasant as­
pect of travelling, there 
was a much mcn-e serious and 
important asp ee t to which 
until now nobody ~d given 
much thought, and which I 
felt ought to be made known. 
For this reason, It was nec­
essary to fly, to fly eyery 
where until the aeroplane's 
usefulness was recognized in 
the colonieso · 

-t>X.. __ , .• • -·- '-
- ___ ._.,.:...._ _________ .......... 

.. :.... ..... 
. ·--\ .. , 

I m ad e some long flights 
in our wonderful colony of 
Indochina, in four of its 
regions lesshospitable from 
the aeronau:tie point of view ', 
among which Cai Kim & Yente \ , 
where we chased the Detham 
and its troops of Chinese 
torates for eighteen years, 
the only result ofwhich was 
our loss of s~eral hundred 
courageous officers and sol­
diers. 

(Photo 2) At Abou - Hamad, a Bedouin to whom Mare Pourpe 
bad e(ltrusted his aerolane, stayed near it without .m<Wing 
for tJ:ie entire duration o~ his stay. ' 

MY JOURNEYS . TO THE CO:UJUES ATTRACT ATTmTiai 

As a result of these journeys - which ,ere 
often dangerous, t h e authorities cam e to 
take an interest in arlation and to believe 
in its future. · They made great promises 
which have not yet been :t'ulfilled. I nsum­
ed work :immediately in regions other than 
the colonies and I skall dnscribe the inter­
est which was taken in my practical exper­
iments. 
I left Cairo w i t h the intention o:f making 
the Ca.iro- Khartoum return flight ,- that is 
to say to cormect by air the Cap i t.al of 
Egypt and the capital of Sudan, fiying ewer 
the N:Ue in a round trip of 4,500 Km. When 
I arrived in CairG, I met with Lord Kitchen­
er, whose support I needed to carry out my 
plans. I will always remember my first meet~ · 
ing with the gr&at colonial organizer. 
I realized what an exceptional man he was. 
He told me that he knew about my flights in 
India, and he.:quoted me s'ome details. He had 
also followed all of my Indo-Chinese flights, 
and he had not missed onf!4 He asked me :for 
information on details which then seemed to 
me insi"gnificant but which I later discover­
ed had considerable importance. At .1 a s t, 
coming to the subject of the purpose o:f my 

visit, he managed to avoid asking m e the 
usual disappointing questions t ha t I had 
heard so o:ften in similar c ircu.m s t ances1 
"Have you studied your route care:t'ully? What 
you are undertaking there . is not feasible. 
Be careful" and did net ennumerate the string 
o:f responsibilities whieh hinder every ini t­
iative and behind which the goodwill o:f our 
colonial administrators baricades itself. 
Lord Kitchener simply asked mea "Have you 
bJrOught your itinery with you 1 ·Please give 
it to me". He 'took it, read it, and turned 
towards a map o:f. the region a t a s e ale o:f 
250,000e, :following with his tingerallof'· 
the ports o:f ca11. Then suddenly he stopped 
and saida "You must not stop at Koro sko; 
t.;ere are no police to protect you; better 
~ should stop at Derr, 60 Km farther South. 
He continued in this way until ·.we · came 
to · Khartoum on the map. He added a "The rest 
is per:fect. ·You know how to organize your­
journey, and you are qute decided, aren't 
you ?" Upon my a:f:firmative answer, he call.;. · 
eel his . aide-de-camp, CC!mllllander Fitzgerald, 
and handed him my route map, saying to him 
"Mr. Pourpe, as we kncnr :from the papers, is 
leaving :for Khartoum in an aeroplane. Give 
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orders in accordance with hi-s instructions 
so that the troops prepare s.U il:he landing-

grolmds and his refuelling. I very much want 
Mr. Pourpe to S1lcceed, and I am relying on 
you". 

I . thanked him, but he did not let me finish 
saying it was he who had to thank and en­
courage me, th].s he did and he wished .me 
every suc(:ess. . 

Aft~r having completed my Khartoum fiight, 
to the town he had created in the middle of 

the African desert, I saw him again in this 
same Khartoum. His joy was obvious. and he 
asked me to report on my flight and then to 
prepare a full 
study of the or­
ganization o:f a 

~--· -·---··· 
(Phot.·~ 3) '!'HE STAY AT EL DERR 
While. on the way out, Marc Pourpe 111ade ye r y good t im ·to ~ n c n '" n 1 :i. ~ h in g~ 
the _2.400 km from Cairo to Khartoum in just five joum~ ~ ~ c h vithn~t sto~ ­
ping • On the retum he only made trips of 200 to 300 km ·to show th19 no.ti. vees ·· · 
this wonderful bird. 0 u r photograph shows him at EL DERR, where the Mamour 
(village Hmay~r) Sttr'l'Olmded by Bedouin cheiks welcomes him. 

' . 
i ~~-------------------1 
1 

i 

I 
I .. , 
I . 
i 
I 

I 
I 

--------------~~--~----------------------, ! 

: / 

LL-------------------~----------------~-----·-------.-. -----~~--~~~~~ --
(Photo 4) MARC POURPE .AND HIS MECHANIC AT SUEZ 
Marc Pourpe new fr o m Cairo :to Suez, crossing the desert by the road con­
structed in the time of the Pharaohs, and used by Bonaparte's army. This road 
is no~ completely abandoned. . 
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THE 
DEPARTURE 

FROM 
SUEZ 

Marc Pourpe was 
the first aviator 
flying from Cairo 
to Khartoum, and 
from Suez to Port 
Said. 

(Photo 5). 

service between Cairo - Khartoum, El Obeid, 
the Nile Valley and the oases, and in the 
same was another study on a principal center 
of aviation which would be created either 
in Egyot or in Sudan and 1-rhere military and 
civil aviators who may be sent to Englisn 
colonies in A.sia. and Africa would come to 
be instructed. 

From other -::onversations I had with him 
a.fterwfi\rds, I learned that he intended to 
put this into effect in early .l915. Knowing 
the man, I do not doubt he will execute his 
project, whi~h may seem a little bold to 
timorous minds. 

During our interviews, Lord Ki tchener took 
great interest in the stories I told him on 
the natives~ impressions; some of them are 
rather sharp and show a pronounced .sense of 
observation. 

A Sudanese soldier would not believe that I 
had emerged from the bowels of my aeroplane 
and that I had crossed the desert he knew so 
well; he asserted that the large bird which 
passed making a lot of noise above his mud­
hut and his palm trees had come all by it­
self. When I pointed out to him that the 
bird was not alive and could not go alone, 
he thought it over a while then, having no 
more arguments,· told me; Well, why do you 
tie its feet as we do our camels if you are 
not afraid it will fly away by itself 1 

He was referring to the two posts to which 
I tied the wheels so as the wind could not 
shake my aeroplane too ~eh. 

An . o 1 d servant of General Gordon , t o whom 
the Sirdar asked a few questions ab o u t my 
"bird" answered: 

"What astonishes me the most, an d whic}~ I 
admire, is that he thought (speakil1s of me) 
of putting a ventilator before him; he must 
be very l:Dot near the sun"! 

But the . most extraordinary was t h e s erva.nt 
who, · seeing me turning abqve t h e On durman 
P~lace, doing figUres of eight, volplan~s, 

· said with much sentimenta "May Allah b~ing 
him good fortune and may he retu...l"Jl safe and. 
sound with all the treasures of the earth". 

The Sirdar asked him what he meant, to which . 
he answered 1 · 

"His father was as him a bird - man and he 
must have got lost in travellingo His son, 
who is good, is looking for him everywhere; 
that is why he came here in the desert and 
is turning around in all directions, with­
out stopping. He will find hiin'~ In Sha' 
allah. (May God be pleased). 

++++<+.~)' ... )( .. )+(~) 

WANTED! 
POSTA EUROPEA COVEFS 

EGYPr 1 - 28 0 N COVERS 

FOR · SALE 
SUDAN COVERS 1912/ 13 PERIOD 

ALBER.T GIUAST 

BROOK 1, HAMBURG 11, . W. GERM ANi 



EGYPTIAN TOPICS MAY - JUNE 1971 Page 79 

TH& PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGVP"r 

"AN ANNOTATED RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY" 

By GORDON B. GARRETT 

With Valuable Assistance From CHARLES FOX 

SEt,;,TION VI ·Aif1MAIL (CONTINUED FROM THE MARCH / APRIL ISSUE) 

ALAN COB HAM - A CHARACTER DELINEATICN FROM THE . AUTOGRAPH OF THE BRITISH AIR ACE ·- Fram the 
"AERO FIELD" Vol. 1, No. 1., 1st series, April, 1926, p~ 13. Author listed as 
"DEUNEO". Notes on "Alan Cobham" the persOl'_l, with London-Capetown Flight card. 

AIRPOST COLIECTORS' CHRONICLE - Aero Field, Vol. 1., No. 1., P• 18 & 21. Brief notes on 
the issuance of Egypt's 1st airmail stamp just in time .for flight to Baghdad and' 
short but interesting notes on Marc Pourpe's flight. 

THE WORLD'S AIRWAYS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT - EGYPT TO INDIA IN FOUR DAYS - THE .AERO FIELf 
Vol •. 1~ No. 7,. October, 1926, p. 151. Details of the proposed flight ~nd time 
table as reprinted .from the London Times. 

AIRWAYS OF THE EMPIRE - The Aero Field, Vol. 1, No. 11, February,· 1927, PP• .242-247. An 
interesting account of many. early British .flight~ but specifically flights to & 
from Egypt, and in the Sudan; Special ~~ps and photo of Hercules G-EBMX 

IPSWICH - DELHI - A PIONEER '!!'LIGHT '::>F 1919 - The Aero Field, Vol. 1, No. 12, March, 9 2? 
PP• 279 & 281. Factual on the .follow-up flight of 1918. 

AN AIRMAIL SURVEY OF 100-YPT - J.H.E. GILBERT, The Aero Field, Vol. 12, No. 5 (2nd issue) 
. Jme, 1948, PP• 94-98. An excellent ckronicle of this period. Illustrated with 

.. 1938 cover of the Egypt-Australia R.A.F. Flight, early cancellations, the first 
Air letter and airgraph cancel. 

THE AIRPOST CHR.aH:CLE - EG'JPT - The Aero Field, Vol. III,. No. 1 (1st. issue) Jan./Feb., 
1929, P• 17. Some interesting notes on proposed British and Italian airlines; 
for regular service to cross the Mediterranean. Illustration of C-1. 

BRITISH .AJIRMAIIS OF 1929 - The Aero Field, Vol. III, Nos 2/3, Oct.-Dec., 1929, PP• 51-53 
With descriptions of some interesting covers, one by Cobham on his African Survey 
.flight,· the other from the "Pelican" .flown by Capt. Gladstone and autographed by 
Gladstone and Air Commodore Weir who piloted the plane from Londc:m to Cairo. 

THE AIRPOST C~CNICLE - EGYPT - The Aero Field, Vol. III, No. 4 (1st issue) March, 1930, 
P• 106. Brief notes on Mittelholzers African flight, listing stops in:eludipg 

Egypt and the Sudan with detailed information on the amcnmt .~f mail carried. 

THE AIR MAIIS OF BRITISH AFRICA- 1925 / ~.- BA!.JJfliN, N. C., The Aero Handbook No. 2. 
68 pages of factual data, charts and photos of this interesting periOd, covering 
both Egypt and the Sudan. · 

FIFTY YEARS OF BRITISH AIR MAIIS - 1911 - 1960, - BALDWIN, N •- C., The Aero Field Hand-
book, No. 1?. Factual data on British flights to Africa with~a six page appen-
dix on First Flights to Africa. 

BRITISH C<HolctrWEALTH FUGHTS OF 1952 - BALDWIN, N. C. The Aero Field (special reprint) 
. Six page article, nlustrated on this phase of Egyptian air transport. 

THE CCMET I - The Aero Field, ( speei~1l reprint). A classified listing of all flights 
of the Comet I, including Egypt ro"ld Sudan, Illustrated. 

FIRST FLIGHT CACHETS ON BRITISH COVERS - The Aero Field, Vol. 5, No. 8 (2nd. Issue) Oct­
ober, 1941. P• 146, 147. Notes on the 1927 East African Experimental Flights. 
cancellations are illustrated. 
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS - BALDWIN, N. C.,· A History and Priced Check List of. the Empire Air 
Mails. Over 150 maps, photographs~ and illustrated cachets and postmarks. 

CAIRO INTH'...RNATIONAL AIRPORT - KEHR, E. A., The Airpost Joumal 11 Vol. 28, Noo 4, PP• 
114-117. January, 195'7. Interesting and IDlusual ma ter:ial plus photos of · 
Heliopolis 1910 vignette, plus covers: ftarc Pourpe - sta.mpless, Cobham card 
of 1926 and First Flight cover by Imperial (mispelled); Egypt to Crete. · 

EGYPT - TRANSATLANTIC SERVICE TO NORTH AMERICA - Notes per BOULAD. J •, The Aero Field, 
Vol • .3, No. 10, Jan-Feb., 1940. P• 215. Dealing with the suspension and the 
and l'•::.vival of mail during war time from Egypt togethar with applicable rates 

AIR LETTERS - CIVILIAN ISSUES - CRABTREE, H., The Aer·o Field~ Vol. 11, No. 10 for 
December, 194'7. nlustrated with infQrmation on several countries including 
Egypt and the Sudan. 

A BELGIAN CONGO FLI:'f;H'.r· in'l926 - GODINAS, F •. , The Aero ~ield, Vol. 12, No, :), April 
1948, P• 59-60. An account of the ·flight of Medacts, Verhaegen and Coppin.s in 
the ~chine "Reine Elizabeth", their itinerary including stops at Heliopolis, 
in Egypt and Atbara. in Sudan. 

MY MOST THRILLING DISCOVERY -!! - TOWNESEND, Air Commodore E.cJ .D.; The Aero Field, 
Vol. 10, No·. 7, Aug-Sept., 1946, pp. 158-159. The detailed story of the RAF 
flight in 1926 from Heliopolis to Cape Town. 

AIR MAilS OF SOUTH AFRICA - The Aero Field, Vol. 10, Nos. 6 & 7o June-:July-Aug...Sept. 
1946. A long, interesting and detailed story With many illustrations cover­
ing many aspects of fiying in Egypt ~tnd Sudan in addition to South Africa. A 
very golld study for the specialist. · . 

THE EMPIRE'S F.IRST OFFICIAL CHRISTMAS .AND NEW YEAR FLIGHTS - ENGLAND I SOUTH AFRICA, 
~ - The Aero Field, Vol. 9, No. 10. PP• 212-217. The detailed· story of 
these special Imperial Airways flights,. with· excellent charts, ·rate schedules, 
and illustrated cachets. 

THE EMPIRE AIR ROU'i'E TO AUSTRALIA - The Aero Field, Vol. 9, No. 2, (from· the London 
Times) March, 1945. pp • .36-.38. Details of the complete flight with notes on 
stops in E~~t •. Map and air letter illustration. 

BRITISH .AIR SERVICE - CAIRO I ANKARA - The Aero Field, Vol. 91 No. 1, Jan-Feb. 1945, 
Notes and itinerary on this new service to Turkey. Brief. 

WINGS FOR PEACE - Published by the British Labour Party at Transport House, Smith 
Square, London. Information of the wrangle between Britain's Imperial Air -
Ways and the Italians for a reciprocal arrangement for landings in.I~aly and 
Egypt; the negotiations in 1926, the beginning in .1928, the re-negotiations 
in 19.30 and the final agreement in 1931. A ·::!apsulized version appears in. the 
Aero Field, Vol. 8, No. 5, June 1944, PP• · 94-95. Map of ·the Middle East. 

CCIMMliNTS ON COLlECTING .AIR MAIL .fATTER - The Aero Field, Vol •. ?, No. 10, PP• PP• 209-
215. A reprint. of comments from the P.J ~G.B.; Sept. 19.3.3. Photos of planes 
G-AAXE and G-APFC, landplane and flying boat in use on Imperial's African Line 

AIR MAIL HISTORY IN AFRICA - BALDWIN, N. C., The Aero Field, Vol. 19; .No • .S, June, 
19551 PP• 92-96 and cont. in No. 6. -Information the BOAC CO!Ilet nights in 
1952 and 1954 plus illustrations and minor details on early Imperial flights • 

.AIRGRAPHS - BALDWIN, N. c. 1 The Aero Field, Vol. 20, No .... J, PP• 44-49, cont. in No. 4 
Detailed and illustrated article on the early airgraphs by an expert in this 
field. Good for the specialist. 

BRITISH AIR MAIIS, 1946-1951 - 5th Supplement to - The Aero Field, Vol. 20, No. 6, 
Details of the crash of the B.O.A,C. plane G-ALYY, April 8, 1954. 

(To be continuedin next issue) 
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Information concerning current issues is ver.'\r limited. Data given is from cur otm exami­
nation of the stamps themselves and, for a nhmbAr of reasons, may not conform eY...actly to 
the official descriptions, when they become available. 

MILITARY 

WHO DIABETES COMMEMORATIVE 

DATE OF ISSUE 
DEN OHINATICN 
DESIGN · 

Dll1ENSIONS 
PERFORATICN 
SBEET 
COLOR 
wTATEffi'li.ARK 
PR:D.\TTING 

QUANTITY 

30 April, l97i 
20 Mills 

Hesy Ra, a physician of 
3000B. C., Apers papy­
rus scroll- with him·o­
glyphics and vlHO emblem 

42 x 25 rnm. 
11 1/2 

50 Stamps (5 x 10 ) 
Deep purple 0 mustard, whi te 

Unwatermarked 
Postal Organization Print­
ing House in the u. A. R. 

Not listed 

Not listed as a commemorative, this item is 
simply listed. as a "Military Stamp" v.'i thout 
the usual supporting data: 

DATE OF ISSUE 
DENC1"1ll~ATION 
DESIGN 

DTI·1EN SIONS 
PERFORATION 
SHEET 
COLOR 
WATERMARK 
PR.lliTDTG 

QUANTITY 

DATE OF ISSUE 
. DENOMINATION 

DESIGN 

DIHEt~SI ON S 
:PERFORATION 
·SHEET 

COLOR.'3 

WATERM..ARK 
PRIN'riNG 

QUANTITY 

15 April, 1971 
10 Mills 

The emblem of the UAR 
over the insignia of 
t h e four branches ot: 
the militar;r w i t h a 
floral adornment in a 
sh5.eldc 

25 X )0 !!Ull, 

11 
100 stamps (10 x 10) 

Purple 
Unwatermarked 

Postal Organization Print­
ing House in the U. A. R. 

Not listed 

17 May, 1971 
20 Mills 

?'lap ·of Africa & ITU Emblem 
and bolt of lightening 

42 x 25 mm. 
11 1/2 

50 sgamps {5 x 10) 
Blue, white, green, yellow, 

and deep purple 
Nul tiple Eagle 

Rotogravure - Postal Organiz­
ation Printing House in U A R 

Unlisted 
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DATE OF ISSUE. 
DENOMINATIONS 
DESIGN 

DIMENSIONS 
PERFORATION 
SHEET 
COLORS 2 P. 

4 P. 

65 mm. 
WATERMARK 
PRINTING 

Quantity 

MAY - JUNE 1971 EGYPTIAN TOPICS 

REPUBLIC OF SUDAN 

2 May, 1971 
2 P., 4 P., 65 mms. 

Emblem of the Republic 
' and emblem of I. E. Y. 

30 x 40 mm. 
11 

50 Stamps (10 X 5) 
Gray-silver, black, Gold 
Turquoise-blue, & white. 
Purple; Gold, vermilion, 
black, red and white. 
Black, White, brown, go:ld 

This ~ssue will be withdrawn after a per­
iod of six months, and w ill . r emain valid 
unril swmonetized by act of law. 

TO ORDER ADDRESS . AS FOlLOWS z 

Director General of the Dept. of Posts and 
Telegraphs 
Philatelic Section, Khart oum 
Democratic Rep·nblic of the Sudan 

Price for this issue: 
U. s. funds • J6 per single set 
Sterling 3/- " " " Unwatermarked 

Egyptian Postal Organ-
. ~zation Printing Press Airmail postage, including re'gistery to 

· Unlisted u.s. & Britain, approx., .36 or 3/-
**No Souvenir sheets or First Day C~vers (Official) will be issued. 

UNITED ARAB REPUBUC (Continued) , 

ORDINARY DEFINITIVES 

DATE OF ISSUE 
DENOMINATIONS 
DESIGN 
DIMENSIONS 
PERFORATION 

1 May, 1971 
20 and .'55 Mills 

Effigy of President Nasser 
approx. 25 x 31 mm1 n .. 

lOO stamps (10 x lQ) 
20 m. Light & deep steel blue, 

(head), pale mauve andt:bl'!Dwn 
violet (background & figures 

55 m. same colors but reversed 
as to head & background. 

SHEET 
COLORS 

WATERMARK 
PRINTING 

QUANTITY 

Unwat<armarked 
Appears to be steel engraving 

Postal Org. Printing House 
Unlisted 

.. 


