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Mane Pourpe

MAY - JUNE 1971

FGYPTIAN TOPICS

My VISIT T0 THE

PHARAOHS

NOW, OUT OF THE PAST, FROM THE LIVING PAGES OF HIS-
TORY COMES MARC POURPE'S OWN STORY, WRITTEN OVER 57
YEARS AGO AND PRESENTED HERE, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
ENGLISH, ALONG WITH THE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS FROM

Marc Po'urpe‘s flight Cairo-Khartoum, 1914.

Editors Note: While much of this article
deals with the history of and events in the
1life of Marc Pourpe leading up to this epic
in aviation history, and matters philatelic
play only a minor role, we believe that the
narrative of facts, written by Marc Pourpe
himself, is of sufficient interest to our
readers to warrant its presentation here,
: o+ + +

FROM MY EARLIEST CHILDHOOD I HAVE ALWAYS
liked travelling and if, when I was young
and lived in Egypt near the Suez Canal I
did not think of fantastic raids in an ae-

roplane, it was only because aviation was
not yet born,

Following the hero of the day, or from the
book of adventures I was reading, I saw my-
self, now sailing the oceans ona ghost ship
generally represented by an empty box laying
on a lawns now crossing the African desert
at the hsad of a caravan (1893 -1898,a time
of the wars of the plundering Dervishes who
pitted themselves against the mixed English
and Egyptian troops). I had as much sympathy
for the plunderers as for the soldiers who
defended honest people, I was one or the
other, according to the results th e news-
papers gave me,
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I can see myself again, perched on a branch
of a pepper shrub more than fragile, well
hidden in its leaves, watchingall afternoon
an armed troop wko never came or again, to
creep along in the hot sands of Suez, look-:
ing for an imaginary well to slake a three
day thirst, not less imaginary.

These difficulties that I liked and which
germinated in my brain were the joy and am-

-usement of my holidays and the nightmare of

my nights. As for these natural inclinations
the system of education that my parents made
me follow could only developmy :Ldeas of ad-
venture and travelling,

I spent one and a half years in England, at
Harrow, the preparatory school for Oxford
and Cambridge Universities. I became rider
footballer, cricket player, oarsman, boxer,
etcs, o « from there I was sent to Germany
to Heidelberg, where I was thrilled by win=-
ter sports such as skating and tobogganing,.

During my holidays, I was sent to visit
historic Europe, and I must admit withgreat
shame that from my stay in Italy, where I
visited three museums a day on average, ex-
cept the impressive muscles of the Roman
athletes and gladiators, I brought very few
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memories back, to the great concern of my
family, while from Belgium, Germany, Switz-
erland, and fustria I came back with a pro-
vision of extraordinary stories of trips
and a healthy look.

But these travels themselves made me lose
/my patience as soon as I stayed at the same
"place for more than a fortnight.

In France, where I was sent bhack to finish
my studies, with the praiseworthy intention
of making an honest notary or a rich banker
of me, the sudden change from the open air
1ife I had led wntil then for a sedentary
and too inactive 1life gave me the feeling
that the walls of my college were those of
a real prison., I missed fresh a1r and be-
cause of my health, which
»r1d not bear such a diet
a.nd of my violent temper,
my parents had to let me go
my own way in life atmy
own risks with a number of
diplomas whichwere consid-
ered insufficient but, in
my my opinion, quite ade-
quate and complete enough
for my vagrant mind,

The automobile, at that time
was in full swing, and this
mechanical sport attracted -
me irresistibly, I succeed-
ed, after several fruitless
attempts (knowing nobody
and Struzgling alone) from.
. Working in a factory; it
stayed there for two years
but, I arrived too young in
a too old world, and see=-
ing that I had little op-
portunity of finding there
a ‘situation which suited me,
I gave up this career.

In 1908 began the heroic
pericd in French aviation .
and I had the good luck to
go through it and to run
beside the great champions
of the time, and the sorrow
to see them fall one after
the other,
(Photo 1,) The aviator Marc Pourpe,
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The Colonies tempted me

which 1 accomplished .

OFFICIAL CONGRATULATIONS AT KHARTOUM - e
on his arrival at Khartoum,
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_But this was my calling, and in five years

New Zea=-
‘North of

I. flew successively in Australia,
land, Tasmania, and then in the
France-and in England,

the mést and I
visited Ceylon, Inflla, 3urma, Malaysia, Cam-
bodia, Conchinchina, Annam and Tonkin., Then
I came hacls to France to rest and to prepare

r‘

for the flizht w 'wch was the dream of my
1ife, '
All of these flights

in various colionial
areas, inclimates less
propitious to the
success of flying,

A J
N

: e |
was the subJect of a

splendid reception from the population, enthusiastic a4t the success of. such a prodigious
Jjourney above the desert. The Sirdar, Sir Reginald Wingate (left) and Colonel Smyth Pacha

(right) congratulate Marec Pourpe who, disembarking  from his asroplane,

first mail carried from Cairo by air,.

Zgives them the

Continued on next page)
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TRANSLATED BY DR, A. WINTER

apart from the pleasant as-
pect of travelling, there
was a much more serious and
important aspect to which 1
until now nobody had given
much thought, and which I |
felt ought tobe made known, |
For this reason, It was nec-’
essary to fly, to fly everyf 3
where until the aeroplane‘’s .- ..
usefulness was recognized inf- =9
the colonies, (

I madesome long flights|
in our wonderful colony of
Indochina, in four of its
regions lesshospitable from
the aeronautic point of view,
among which Cai Kim & Yente|
where we chased the Detha.m'\ 3
and its troops of Chinese

iorates for eighteen years, o
the only result of which was (Photo 2)

.

courageous officers and sol-
dierss

_ At Abou - Hamad, a Bedouin to whom Marc Pourpe
our loss of several hundred had entrusted his aeroclane,
for the entire duration of his stay.

stayed near it without moving

MY JOURNEYS TO THE COLONIES ATTRACT ATTENTION .

As a result of these journeys - which were
often dangerous, the authorities cameto
take an interest in aviation and to believe
in its future., They made great promises
which have not yet been fulfilled, I resum-
ed work immediately in regions other than
the colonies and I skall doscribe the inter-
est which was taken in my practical exper-
iments,

I left Cairo with the intention of making
the Cairo- Khartoum return flight.- that is
to say to commect by air the Capitalef
Egypt and the capital of Sudan, flying over
the N3le in a round trip of l& +500 Km, When
I arrived in Cairo, I met with Loni Kitchen-
er, whose support I needed tocarry out my
plans. I will always remembermy first meet-
ing with the great colonial organizer,
I realized what an exceptional man he was,
He told me that he knew about my flights in
India, and he:quoted me some details, He had
also followed all of my Indo-Chinese flights,
and he had not missed one, He asked me for
information on details which then seemed to
me insignificant but which I later discover-
ed had considerable importance, At last,
coming to the subject of the purpose of my

visit, he managed to avoid asking me the
usual disappointing questions that I had
heard so often in similar circumstances:
"Have you studied your route carefully?What
you are undertaking there is not feasible,
Be careful” and did net ennumerate the string
of responsibilities which hinder every init-
iative and behind which the goodwill of our
colonial administrators baricades itself,

Lord Kitchener simply asked me: "Have you
brought your itinery with you ? Please give
it to me", He took it, read it, and turned
towards a map of the region at a scale of
250,000e, following with his fingerall of"
the ports of call, Then suddenly he stopped
and said: "You must not stop at Korosko;
there are no police to protect you; better
you should stop at Derr, 60 Km further South,
He continued in this way until -we came
to Khartoum on the map. He added: "The rest
is perfect., You know how to organize your
journey, and you are quite decided, aren't
you ?" Upon my affirmative amswer, he call-
ed his aide-de-camp, Commander Fitzgerald,
and handed him my route map, saying to him
"Mr, Pourpe, as we know from the papers, is
leaving for Khartoum in an aeroplane, Give
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orders in accordance with his instructions
so that the troops prepare all the landing-

SOME ANECDOTES =

MAY - JUNE 1971
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grounds and his refuelling. Ivery much want
Mr, Pourpe to succeed, and I am relying on
you".

"WORDS" FROM THE NATIVES

I thanked him, but he did net let me finish
_saying it was he who had to thank and en-
courage me, this he did and he wished me
every suctess.

After having completed my Khartoum flight,

the African desert, I saw him again in this
same Khartoum., His joy was cbvious, and he
asked me to report on my flight and then to
prepare a full

study of the or-
ganization of a

to the town he had created in the middle of

PR DR

(Phow 3) THE STAI AT EL DERR

While on the way out, Harc Pourpe made very good time acenmnl i shi n g
the 2,400 km from Cairo to Khartoum in just five journey= each without s’coﬁ«
ping, On the return he only made trips of 200 to 300 km ‘to shew the natives.
this wonderful bird, Our photograph shows him at EL DERR, where the Mamour
(village mayor) surrounded by Bedouin cheiks welcomes him,

e —
(Photo &) ,
Marc Pourpe flew from Cairo to Suez, crossing the desert by the road con-
structed in the time of the Pharaohs, and used by Bonaparte's army. This road
is now completely abandcned,

. —— L

. MARC POURPE AND HIS MECHANIC AT SUEZ
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THE
DEPARTURE
SUEZ

Marc Pourpe was
the first aviator
flying from Cairo
to Khartoum, and
from Suez to Port
Said.

(Photo 5)e

service between Cairo - Khartoum, E1 Obeid,
the Nile Valley and the oases, and in the
same was another study ona principal center
of aviation which would be created either
in Egyot or in Sudan and where military and
civil aviators who may be sent to English
colonies in Asia and Africa would come to
be instructed,

From other ceonversations I had with him
afterwards, I learned that he int ended to

put this into effect in early 1915, Knowing -

the man, I do not doubt he will execute his
project, which may seem a little bold to
timorous minds.

During our interviews, Lord Kitchener took
great interest in the stories I told him on
the natives® impressions; some of them are
rather sharp and show a pronounced sense of
observation.

A Sudanese soldier would not believe that I
had emerged from the bowels of my aeroplane
and that I had crossed the desert he knew so
well; he asserted that the large bird which
passed making a lot of noise above his mud-
hut and his palm trees had come all by it-
self, When I pointed out to him that the
bird was not alive and could not go alone,
he thought it over a while then, having n o
more arguments, told me; Well, why do you
tie its feet as we do our camels if you are
not afraid it will fly away by itself ?

He was referring to the two posts to which
I tied the wheels so as the wind could not
shake my aeroplane too much,

MAY - JUNE 1971

'said with much sentiment:
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An o0ld servant of General Gordon, to whom
the Sirdar asked a few questions about my
"bird" answered:

"What astonishes me the most, and which I
admire, is that he thought (speakinz of me)
of putting a ventilator before him; he must
be very hot near the sun"!

But the . most extraordinary was the servant
who, ' seeing me turning above the Ondurman
Palace, doing figures of eight, volplanes,
' May Allah bring
him good fortune and may he return safe and
sound with all the treasures of the earth”.

The Sirdar asked him what he meant, to which .
he answereds

"His father was as him a bird - man and he
must have got lost in travelling., His son,
who is good, is looking for him everywhere;
that is why he came here in the desert and
is turning around in all directions, with-
out stopping. He will find him, In Sha'
allah, (May God be pleased),

S POLOOOPLPPOPOPPLIPD
'WANTED!

POSTA EUROPEA COVERS

EGYPT 1 =28 ON COVERS

FOR SALE
SUDAN GOVERS 1912/13 PERIOD

ALBERT QUAST
BROOK 1, HAMBURG 11, W. GERMANY
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGYPT

"AN ANNOTATED RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY"
« By GORDON B. GARRETT
With Valuable Assistance From CHARLES FOX

SECTION VI - AIRMAIL (CONTINUED FROM THE MARCH / APRIL ISSUE)

ALAN COBHAM -~ A CHARACTER DELINEATION FROM THE AUTOGRAPH OF THE BRITISH AIR ACE - From the

"AFRO FIELD" Vol, 1, No., l,, 1st series, April, 1926, p, 13. Author listed as
"DELINEO", ©Notes on "Alan Cobham" the person, with London-Capetown Flight card.
AIRPOST COLLECTORS® CHRONICLE - Aero Field, Vol., l., No. 1., ps 18 & 21, Brief notes on
- the issuance of Egypt®s lst airmail stamp just in time for flight to Baghdad and’
short but interesting notes on Marc Pourpe's flight,

THE WORLD'S ATIRWAYS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT - EGYPT TO INDIA IN FOUR DAYS - THE AERO FIELS
Vol, 1, No. 7, October, 1926, p. 151, Details of the proposed flight and time
table as reprinted from the London Times,

AIRWAYS OF THE EMPIRE - The Aero Field, Vol, 1, No, 11, February, 1927, pp. 242-247, An
interesting account of many early British flights but specifically flights to &
from Egypt, and in the Sudan, Special maps and photo of Hercules G-EBMX

IPSWICH - DELHI - A PIONEER ‘FLIGHT OF 1919 - The Aero Field, Vol., 1, No. 12, March, °27

" ppe 279 & 281, Factual on the follow-up flight of 1918,

AN ATRMAIL SURVEY OF EGYPT - J.H.E. GILBERT, The Aero Field, Vol, 12, No. 5 (2nd issue)
June, 1948, pp, -98, An excellent ckronicle of this period., Illustrated with
-1938 cover of the Egypt-Australia R.A.F. Flight, early cancellations, the fimst
Air letter and airgraph cancel,

THE ATRPOST CHRONICLE - EGYPT -~ The Aero Field, Vol. III, No, 1 (1st, issue) vJa.n./Feb.,
1929, pe. 17, Some interesting notes on proposed British and Italian airlines;
for regular service to cross the Mediterranean., Illustration of C-1,

BRITISH AIRMAILS OF 1929 - The Aero Field, Vol, III, Nos 2/3, Oct.-Dec., 1929, pp. 51-53

With descriptions of some interesting covers, one by Cobham on his African Survey
flight, - the other from the "Pelican" flown by Capt. Gladstone and autographed by
Gladstone and Air Commodore Weir who piloted the plane from London to Cairo,

THE AIRFOST CHRONICLE - EGYPT -~ The Aero Field, Vol., III, No, 4 (1st issue) March, 1930,
Pe 106, Brief notes on Mittelholzers African flight, listing stops including

Egypt and the Sudan with detailed information on the amount of mail carried,

THE ATR MATILS OF BRITISH AFRICA - 1925 / 1932 - BALDWIN, N. C,, The Aero Handbook No, 2,
68 pages of factual data, charts and photos of this interesting perlod, covering
both Egypt and the Sudan,

FIFTY YEARS OF BRITISH ATIR MATLS - 1911 - 1960, - BALIWIN, N, C., The Acro Field Hand-

book, No, 17, Factual data on British flights to Africa with-a six page appen-
dix on First Flights to Africa.

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH FLIGHTS OF 1952 - BALDWIN, N. C. The Aero Field (special reprint)
. Six page article, jllustrated on this phase of Egyptian air transport.

THE CRMET I - The Aero Field, (specinl reprint). A classified listing of all flights
of the Comet I, including Egypt and Sudan, Illustrated,

FIRST FLIGHT CACHETS ON BRITISH COVERS - The Aero Field, Vol, 5, No, 8 (2nd, Issue) Oct~

ober, 1941, p. 146, 147, Notes on the 1927 East African Experimental Flights.,
cancellations are illustrated.
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IMPERTAL AIRWAYS -~ BALDWIN, N. C., A History and Priced Check List of. the Emj:rira Aix
Mails, Over 150 maps, photographs, and illustrated cachets and postmarks.

CATRO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - KEHR, E. A., The 'Airpbst Journal, Vol. 28, Nc. 4, pps
114-117, January, 1957, Interesting and unusual material plus photos of"
Heliopolis 1910 vignette, plus covers: lMarc Pourpe - stampless, Cobham card
of 1926 and First Flight cover by Imperial (mispelled); Egy;t to Crete,

EGYPT - TRANSATLANTIC SERVICE TO NORTH AMERICA - Notes per BOULAD, J., The Aero Field,
Vol, 3, No, 10, Jan-Feb,, 1940, p. 215, Dealing with the suspension and the
and ;wvival of mail during war time from Egypt together with applicable rates

AIR IETTERS - CIVILIAN ISSUES -~ CRABTREE, He, The Aero Field, Vol, 11, No, 10 for
December, 1947, TIllustrated with information on several covniries including
Egypt and the Sudan,

A BEIGIAN CONGO FLIZHY in' 1926 - GODINAS, F., The Aero Field, Vol. 12, No., 3, April
1948, p. 59-60. An account of the flight of Medacts, Verhaegen and Goppins in
the machine "Reine Elizabeth", their itinerary including stops at Kaliapoli&,
in Egypt and Atbara in Sudan.

MY MOST THRILLING DISCOVERY - VI -~ TOWNESEND, Air Commodore E.J.D.; The Aero Field,
Vol. 10, No., 7, Aug-Sept., 1946, pp. 158-159, The detailed story of the RAF
flight in 1926 from Heliopolis to Cape Town, :

ATR MATILS OF SOUTH AFRICA - The Aero Field, Vol. 10, Nos, 6 & 7. June-~July-Aug~Sept,
1946, A long, interesting amd detailed story with many illusirations cover-
ing many aspects of flying in Egypt and Sudan in addition to South Africa, A
very good study for the specialist,

THE EMPIRE’S FIRST OFFICIAL CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR FLIGHTS - ENGLAND / SOUTH AFRICA,

) 1941 - The Aero Field, Vol. 9, No, 10, pp. 212-217. The detailed story of
these special Imperial Alrways flights, with excellent charts, rate schedules,
and illustrated cachets,

THE EMPIRE AIR ROUVE TO AUSTRALIA - The Aero Field, Vol. 9, No. 2, (from the Lpndon
Times) March, 1945, pp. 36-38, Details of the complete flight with notes on
stops in Eg;pt. Map and air letter illustration.

BRITISH AIR SERVICE -~ CATIRO / ANKARA ~ The Aero Field, Vol. 9, No. 1, Jan-Feb, 1945,
Notes and itinerary on this new service to Turkey. Brief,

WINGS FOR PEACE - Published by the British Labour Party at Transport House, Smith
Square, London, Information of the wrangle between Britain's Imperial Air -
Ways and the Italians for a reciprocal arrangement for landings in Italy and
Egypt- the negotiations in 1926, the beginning in 1928, the re-negotiations
in 1930 and the final agreement in 1931, A capsulized version appears in the
Aero Field, Vol., 8, No. 5, June 1944, pp. 94~95, Map of ‘the Middle East,

C(MME\ITS ON COLLECTING AIR MAIL MATTER =~ The Aero Field, Vol. 7, No. 10, ppe pps 209-
215, A reprint of comments from the P.J.G.B., Sept, 1933. Photos of planes
G-AAXE and G-APFC, landplane and flying boat in use on Imper:.al's African Line

ATR MATL HISTORY IN AFRICA - BALDWIN, N, C., The Aero Field, Vol. 19, No, 5, June,
1955, ppe 9296 and cont, in Nos, 6., Information the BOAC Comet flights in
1952 and 1954 plus illustrations and minor details on early Imperial flights.

ATRGRAPHS - BALDWIN, N, C., The Aero Field, Vol., 20, No..3, pp. 44-49, cont. in No, 4
Detailed and illustrated article on the early airgraphs by an expert in this
field, Good for the specialist,

BRITISH AIR MAILS, 1946-1951 - 5th Supplement to =~ The Aero Field, Vol, 20, No, 6,
Details of the crash of the B.0.A.C. plane G-ALYY, April 8, 1954, :

(To be continuedin next issue)

Ve
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UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC

Information concerning current issues is very limited, Data given is from our own exami-
nation of the stamps themselves and, for a number of reasons, may not conform exactly to
the official descriptions, when they become available,

MILITARY Not listed as a commemorative, this item is
simply listed as a "Military Stamp" without
the usual supporting data:

fbbid by DATE OF ISSUE 15 April, 1971
R |UAR W5-0) DENOMINATION 10 Mills
o DESIGN The emblem of the UAR

over the insignia of
t he four branches of
the military with a
floral adornment in a

Shieldo ;
DIMENSIONS 25 x 30 mm,
PERFORATION 31X
SHERET . 100 stamps (10 x 10)
COLOR Purple
WATERMARK Unwatermarked
PRINTING : Postal Organization Print-
: : ing House in the U. A. R.
WHO DIABETES COMMEMORATIVE QUANTITY Not listed
DATE OF ISSUE 30 April, 1971
DENOMINATTION 20 Mills
DESTIGN - Hesy Ra, a physician of

3000 B. C., Apers papy~ § :
rus seroll- with hiero~ @
glyphics and WHO emblem

DIMENSIONS . b2 x 25 mm., [ha

PERFORATICN 11 1/2
SHEET 50 Stamps (5 x 10)
COLOR Deep purple, mustard, white
WATERMARK Unwatermaried
PRINTING Postal Organization Print-
ing House in the U, A. R,
QUANTITY Not listed

DATE OF ISSUE 17 May, 1971

" DENOMINATION - 20 Mills

DESIGN Map of Africa & ITU Emblem

: and bolt of lightening

DIMERSICHS 42 x 25 mm.

' PERFORATION 11.1/2

- SHEET 50 sgamps (5 x 10)

COLORS Blue, white, green, yellow,

' and deep purple

- WATERMARK Nultiple Eagle

PRINTING Rotogravure - Postal Organiz-

ation Printing House in U A R
QUANTITY Unlisted




Page 82

DATE OF ISSUE.
DENOMINATIONS
DESIGN

DIMENSIONS
PERFORATION
SHEET

COLORS 2:F,

4 P,
65 mm,
WATERMARK
PRINTING

Quantity
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" REPUBLIC OF SUDAN

2 May, 1971

2 Pyy 4 P,, 65 mms,

Emblem of the Republic

"and emblem of I, E. Y.

30 x 40 mm,

11

50 Stamps (10 x 5)

Gray-silver, black, Gold

Turquoise-blue, & white,

Purple, Gold, vermilion,
black, red and white,

Black, White, brown, gold

Unwatermarked

Egyptian Postal Organ-

ization Printing Press

- Unlisted

This issue will be withdrawn gfter a per-
iod of six months, and will remain valid
unril swmonetized by act of law,

TO ORDER ADDRESS AS FOLLOWS:

Director General of the Dept., of Posts and
Telegraphs

Philatelic Section, Khartoum

Democratic Republic of the Sudan

Price for this issue:

U.S. funds .36 per single set
Sterl:'mg 3/_ " " "

Airmail postage, including registery to
U.S. & Britain, approx., .36 or 3/=

**o Souvenir sheets or First Day Covers (Official) will be issued.,

TOSH nTERuATIONAL EDUCATON YRR

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC (Continued)

ORDINARY DEFINITIVES

DATE OF ISSUE , 1 May, 1971
DENOMINATIONS 20 and 55 Mills
DESIGN Effigy of President Nasser
DIMENSIONS ‘ approx, 25 x 31 mm
PERFORATION 115
SHEET ' 100 stamps (10 x 10)
COLORS 20 m, Light & deep steel blue,

(head), pale mauve and:brown
violet (background & figures

55 m, same colors but reversed
as to head & background,

WATERMARK ‘Unwatiermarked
PRINTING Appears to be steel engraving

- Postal Org. Printing House

QUANTITY Unlisted



