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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGYPT

“AN ANNOTATED RESEARCH BIBLICGRAPHY"

ok -4 B By GCRDON B, GARRETT |
~ #% % With Valuable Assistance Frem CHARLES FOX

SBECTION 8 OFFICIALS

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE:

EGYPTIAN INTERPOSTALS or OFFICIAL LOCAL STAMPS -~ MAY, O,, No. 21, July, 1934, pgs.16/17

No. 22, October, 193%, pgs. 10/11; No. 23, January, 1935, pgs. 10/12, No. 24,
April, 1935, pgs. 13/14, No, 25, July, 1935, pgs. 11/13, No. 26, October, 1935, pgs 8/10
No. 27, January, 1936, pgs. 13/16, No, 28, April, 1936, pgs. 52/53, No. 29, July, 1936,
pgs. 96/97, No., 30, October, 1936, pgs. 138/139, No, 31, January, 1937, pgs. 14/16, Ser-
ialized treatise on the Interpostal seals, Profusely illustrated with a wealth ofdetail
and the early “"standard", Many corrections have been made in later works.

THE OFFICIAL STAMPS OF EGYPT - McNEILLE, Douglas, No, 27, Jan., 1936, pgs. 19/20, No,
28, April, 1936, pgs. 55/59, No. 31, Jan., 1937, pgs. 21/23. Reprinted fromthe
P.J.G.B., April, 1935, An excellent study in three parts, illustrated, Vol. 3
No. 32, pgs. 66/69, Vol, 3, No. 33, July, 1937, pgs. 109/114, Vol, 3, No., 34 -
October, 1937, pgs. 159/162, '

EGYPTIAN INTERPOSTALS - VANDERHOOF, E. R., No. 29, July, 1936, supplemental listing to
O, May's article with interpostals not previously recorded, Not iilustrated,

OCTOBER® 15, THE 5 MILLS, VALUE OF 1914 OVERPRINTED BY LITHOGRAPHY "O.H.H.S." & SG. 0.21
: McNEILLE D,, Vol, 3, No. 33, pge. 115, Deseription of an interesting variety.

TIMBRES de SERVICE - BOULAD, Gabriel, Vol, 3, No. 36, pgs. 261/2, April, 1938, French,
An illustrated section of a larger article with information on the overprints,

THE HISTORY OF THE CARRIAGE OF EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL POSTAL MATTER AND THE USE OF INTERPOST=-
AL LABELS - McNEILLE, Douglas, Vol. 3, No. 41, May, 1939, pgs. 483/487, Vol. 3, No. 42
: July, 1939, pgs. 515/522, Reprinted from the E.S.C. Quarterly circular; an in-
terim report on Study V, intrusted to Mr, McNeille, An excellent work thorough

in the usual manner of Mr, McN, Well illustrated. ' :

THE INTERPOSTAL SEALS OF EGYPT - McNEILLE, D,, Vol. 4, No, 45, Jan/March, 1940, pg. 34
Comments by MeN, on Kerh's article beginning in the American Philatelist, 1939,
and a caution not to take too seriously unsubstantiated claims previously made,

FORGED OR DOUBTFUL OVERPRINTS AND SURCHARGES ON THE STAMPS OF EGYPT - MeNEILLE, D., =
Vol, 4, No, 47, Jan., 1941, pgs, 86/88. An article dealing with several issues,
of which the officials are a part, Not illustrated but good information.

THE INTERPOSTAL SEALS OF EGYPT - KEHR, Ernest A., Vol. 4, No, 47, Jan., 1941, pgs. 112
and 113, A letter to the Ed, of L'OP concerning remarks made by Mr, McNeille
in Vol, 4, No, 45, listed above.

NOUVELLES VARIETIES DE LA TROISIEME EMISSION D'EGYPTE - 1872/1879 - CHAFTAR, Ibrahim -
French rext, Vol., 4, No, 48, October, 1944, pg. 139, Good illustrations with
interesting notes on a number of official variseties and misplaced overprints,

To be continued = = =
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Sabuiel Wounlad

POSTAL

This article, which appeared in French in
L"ORIENT PHILATELIQUE, October, 1946 issue,
and again in January-April, 1968, Nos. 56
and 119, appears in this issue, now in Eng-
1lish with the kind permission of Editor M,
Eid., The late Gabriel Boulad was recogniz-

ed as an authority on Egyptian Philately &

it is hoped that additional information may
be added to his extensive study. Ed,.

In beginning this study I place emphasis
on the fact that it concerns only the civil
Censorship while the military censor ship,
whether Egyptian or foreign in Egypt during
the war, 1939 - 1945, requires a separate
study.

When, in September, 1939 Germany began hos-
tilities in Europe, finally s preading
to the whole world, the political situation
in Egypt was different than it was during
the preceding war of 1914 - 1918, Egypt
had become independent although sti 11 the
ally of Great Britain, Consequently the
Egyptian Government itself took the initia-
tive in all of the measures required by the
state of war, So it was that the Egyptian
Government, who declared martial law and
the Chief at that time, H. E. Aly Maher
Pasha, President of the Council of Min-
isters who, by virtue of power vested in
him as the Military Governor General, then
decreed the establishment o f censorship by
proclamation No, 1, dated 4 September 1939,

This proclamation, published in an extra-
ordinary number of ¢t he "JOURNAL OFFICIAL
No, 92", reads as follows:

"In the interest of the security of
the Kingdom, a general censorship is estab-
lished and will continue so, until further
notice, in all the territory and the terri-
torial waters of Egypt. The censorship will
be applied to all written and printed
articles, photographs and packages entering
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in or going out of Egypt, or circulating
in the Country, ete,

So, according to the decree of 4 September,
1939 the censorship was immediately applied
to all correspondenca, including printed
matter entering or going out of the Country.
To my knowledge, the first censorship mark-
ing of the first type that I shall examine
hereafter bears the date of 4 September,
1939 at noontime,

Though in principle the  censorship
was meant to be applied on all correspon-
dence, even on those "cireulating in the
Country", according to the text of the De-
claration, it was only applied in general
with some exceptions; to correspondence
coming from Abroad, or going out of the
Country, I shall mention the exceptions to
this rule at the end of this study,

Continued
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The mainoffice for the Egyptian 'C'ensorship
is called in Awebie iy 4;,, and in English

“Censorship Control Headquarters” .or "Cent-
ral Postal Cemorship .

The lotters thdt were: opened by the Censor-
ship Authority were'sealed afterwards by a
white strip, The first Type .of strip, which
did not last long, bore the following text:

21 3 lsl- J 2

""‘.I‘.....I'..“‘I..‘l..‘...

Censorship Depaftment

The second Type of strip which was utilized
soon after and which memained in use until
the end of the war, bearsthe following text
in blue or ultramarine: Egyptian Censorship
Opened by Censor, Fig, 2, '

o cm—— L b

& e Al L3N & yadh AP

EGYPTIAN CENSOQRSHIP
AN 5 N Byt
OPENED BY CENSOR e

S padt B &yt &30

Whether the letters were opened or not, in
either case, a hand stamp was applied to
the envelope, However, the printed matter,
wrapped with a band on the envelope, have
sometimes received another special censor-
ship handstamp in three languages with the
following text: Censare Xs Publicati (Pub-
licity Censorship). Fig. 3. -

The handstamps used in Egypt by this autho-
rity can be classified, first of all, in
two large eategories: "ORDINARY HANDSTAMPS"
and the exceptional or EXTRA - ORDINARY HAND
STAMPS,

X CBDINARY HANDSTAMPS

These ha.ndstanps are of different types and
different text, According to me, they can
be classified:into thirteen large types
or groups, . :

TYPE II:

to 120,
_treme numbers below.

JUNE 1972 Page 75

Round handstamp, with double cir-
: cle bearing the text: “Censor-
ship Dept. &4 )i,y and has an internal
number from 1 to 30, Figs. 4 & 5 below:

TYPE It

This handstamp was in use for 15 or 20 days

only, the latest being until - the end of
September, 1939, As the handstamp seems to
have been made of rubber, it rapidly became
clogged and worn out so it was soon discon-
tinued, However, before its removal it un-
derwent a transformation: the internal
number was removed so that during the last
days of its use, this tkpe is seen as illu-
strated in Fig, 6.

Needless to say that, because of
its short usage, this typeof
handstamp is rare, The rarest
numbers are the following: 2,

bk 4, 6 to 8, 10, 13, 14, 1?and19
iy uatiel 'through 25.

Round handstamp, also with a
double circle, bearing the same
text as the previous one, but of much small-
er size and having internal numbers from 1
. Note illustrations of the two ex-
Figs. 7 & 80

7 ' 8

The handstamps for this type of censor mark-
ing (and probably for all of the other
types following), having been made of copp~
er, have stood the wear and tear, This be=-
ing the reason why this type, whic¢h was
used just after the preceding type: more
precisely on 15 September, 1939, has lasted
to the end of the war,

Some of the numbers of this type are rares

Continued 4
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POSTAL CENSCRSHIP IN EGYPT - Continued

these be:mg Nos. 13y 15, 16,92, 95, 103
end 104, ‘
TYPE IIT: I classify under this type the

_ ‘different handstamps and they
are quite numerous ) which bear. the letter
"M", whatever, their shape and various chapr=
acteristics. :

A very common shape, in use from 20 Septem=-
ber, 1939, consists of a round handstamp
with double circle bearing the same text as
the previous type, with the letter "M" in-
side, This handstamp seems to have been ap-
,plied mechanically by a machine, adjusted
so that each strike is 9 centimeters apart.
See Fﬁlg. Qe

5 ,'l.

23 ,\‘

é#ﬂ?.

4'3»\?‘

g ; . kel o u

A second shape, slightly less common, con-
sists of a double circle which is larger,
earing the same text but has a number
1 or 2) placed under the letter ¥, Figs,
10 and 11, _

This shape appeared about 5 December 1939,

A third shape in this category appeared
much later, unless I am mistaken, in March
1944, It consists of a double circle with-
out any text except the letters "R" and "M"

superimposed, = Fig. 12,
12 : . % .‘3 S )

A fourth shape also dependent on the letter
"M", appeared on July 27, 194431 character-
ised by the numbers 3, 4, or 5 placed under

the letter "M" also without any text, Figs. .

1:3 and 1l¥o

1) I have asked myself, "What was the mean-
ing of this letter M?7  But it has remained
a mystery to me, This shape seems to be
used in conjunction with registered mail
which explains the letter R. It is rare.

1972 EGYPTIAN TQPICS
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This shape is also qnite rare, QSpecially
that with the numeral 3. :

The two final shapes, also dependent on the
letter "M", have appeared near the end of
the war, The fifth shape has been seen on
March 12, 1945, It seems to have replaced
the first and second shapes of "M", Here
also the letter "M" is accompanied by a
number, but the number is quite large: 41,
52, 56, 63, 67, 74, 78, 85, 89 or 90, This
shape is quite common., Figs. 15 & 16,

Finally the 6th and last shape
of "M", much less common than
the previous one, is sim lar to
it. However, 1t has o¢nly one
circle and the circle as well
as the numerals, are larger and
heavier, Figs., 17 & 18,

‘o

' This last shape appeéredoh June

\ 7, 1945; subsequent to the cap-
} itulation of Germany, Needless
again to say, these last two
shapes lasted until the end of
the Egyptian Censorship,

This completes ten groups of
- Type III the. letter "M") and
we go now to Type IV, although
we must occasionally retrace
our steps for the dates,

This type has in fact been in
use since January 31,1940, It
.eontained a variety of geometric designs,
but it is characterized by its numbering
which extends from 1 to 100. B esides this
type bears a unique single) text which is
Postal Censor '

TYFE. IVs

4 G

This type of handstamp is. divided into two
halves, From Number 1 to 50, These are of
medivm size; fromnumbers 51 through 100,
it is much larger in size, In addition, in
between these extreme numbers, the shapes
can be grouped in tens, So we find the
eircular shapes, from No. 1 to No. 10 with
various internal shapes, Figs. 19, 20 and
21 ¢

From Nos, ll through 30, the e.xterior shape
is square, Figs, 22, 23 and 24,

From Nos. 31 through 40, the exterior shape
is hexagonal, Figs, 25 and 26,

And, finally from No, 41 through No,
shane is octagonal. Figs,. 27.g zn 509§he
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As T mentioned previously, after No. 50 the
shapes became larger in the same order by
circle, sguare, hexagon and
Note illustrations of one type of
Figso 30 - 33'

groups of ten;
octagon,
each of thase four shapes,

 In the first few numbers of each set of ten
of these handstamps, the imterior shape i s
a circle fromf{l to 3), then it becomes a
square from 4 to 9), then in the last
number of each set of ten, there is no in=-
terior shape; the number lies free between
words of the text,

Concerning the rarity of these, the numbers
in the seventies 7! to 80) are quite rare,
and in general the rarest numbers are Nos,
2, 16, 68, 77 and 97.

IYPE V: This type appeared on May 10,
: 1940, It is characterized by
the absence of any numbers although it has
the same text as the previous one, On the
other hand th e shapes related to this type
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‘are extremely varied so that it would be

far t oo cumbersome to enumerate them here
or to.attempt illustration of them all,

I shall just group them b y categories as
follows, showing illustrations of some of
the shapes in each category: '

43 44 45

Hexagon with thick line. Figs. 43, U4, 45,
46 47

Hexagon with double line, Figs, 46, 47, 48,
Continued on following page -

48
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Figs., 49, 50 and 51

THE_Z Dva_.l Markings.

Oétagonx Figs. 52, 53 and 54,

Large Square. Figs: 55, 56 and 57

59 v . 60
Figs., 58, 59 and 60,

Large Circle.

Among all of these shapes, the four listed
‘last are the least ‘common, namely, from the
oval down; but also among the first shapes
some combinations of the interior design
are quite rare,

TYPE VI: Thia type anneared on July 3

- 1940, It consists of ons of the
following letters: A, B, C, D, E, H, M, N,
S and T, followed by a progrressive number,
both of which are boxed in a rectangle,

See the illustrations of the different
shapes of this type, according to the lett-
ers mentioned above., Figs. 61, 2, 3, &, 5,
6, 7, 8, 9 and 70,

JUNE 1972
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66 67 68
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69 70

The letter "A" is very common and was used
with six successive numbers, the first from
July 31st to October, 1940: the second from
that date tc November 7, 1940, . the third
from November 7 to 28, L9LH’.> the fourth
from that date to Januaryl; 1941, the
fifth from this last date to approximately
the end of April, 194“ The sixth, and last
was used from May 1, to 31, 1941,

The letter 8" is slightly less common and
has beer used with five numbers from July
3 1%0 to July 2, 1941, - .

T h_e following $even letters are rather
scarce, the most common among them being
the letter "T", which was used with three
numbers between August and November, 1940,
The others were used with one number each,

- Thé letters "H" and "N" are very scarce, I

have only two or three specimens of each,

As noted, this type was discontinued about

July 2, 1941 so it was in use for approxi-

mately eleven months,

This type resembles the prev-
ious one as it is constituted
by a letter and 2 prowrassive ‘number; but,
these letters are not boxed., They lie free,

On the other hand, the shape of some of the
letters and their combinations with the
numbers are visible.

The letters which are found in this type

A"
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are E, H, P, S and T, Illustrations of this
type are shown in Figs, 71 through 79,

£ 934

E432 h 3352

7t L e
1052  PNems  p3379  D.30)

Vi I8 76 o

s g T4l
78 79 -

Though rarely, two letters might be used
simultaneously or the numbers might altern-
ate with the letters, these being less

scarce, Figs, 80 through 83,
EB4L0 Pe438  6H65  ° BHE57
80 81 82 3, .83

In general this type was first usedon
September 9, 19401 and, in general, discon-
tinued in October, 1941, However, the last
shapes of the letter H, mentioned above has
been intermittently used until the end of
October, 1942,

Only the letters H and S have been used in
conjunction with numbers,

EXHIBITION NOTES...

We have received word that RALPE C, TIPPER
and DR, D, C. JORDAN in a recent exhibition
at Guelph, Ontario, Canada,

Both are contributors to Topics and well
known to our readers; Tipper for his artic-
les on the N.,A.A,F.I, Seals, and Jordan for
his expert comment on umusual French postal
obliterations and markings,

ERNIE KEHR exhibited, by invitation in the
Second International Airmail Exhibition,
LUPC 72 at Lucerne, Switzerland showing his
magnificient Collection of Egyptlan Alrs.

* * S
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OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE

Our NEW ISSUE SERVICE for readers of TOPICS
is well under way. A letter from TOM OLSON,
who has undertaken this task so we can re-
ceive new issues from Cairo as they appear,
at a reasonable cost advises that the orig-
inal participants to the new plan have re-
ceived their second shipment since we began
in November,

HERE IS THE INTERESTING PART. A Collector
desiring mint singles only will have gotten
all issues for a total cost of $1.54 for 19
stamps, Blocks of Four and First Day Cov=-
ers are proportionate.

Over the last three years we have had num-
erous complaints about the high cost of new
issues from the dealers - 1if the dealers
even bothered to handle them, With Tom's
system of multiple purchases in one order,

. the costs of mailing and reglistry are paid

pro=-rata, reducing it to a bare minimum,

For-those interested who have not taken ad-
vantage of the offer, we will print the
the ground rules again - as followss

ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO:

TOM CLSCN
1115 Keith Avenue :
Berkeley, California, 94708, U.S.As

Do not send your form or deposit to Topics,
This will onlk delay your order,

Send me the following NEW ISSUES of

TOM: :
Egypt, for which I enclose my dep-
as follows to apply against my order,

Single of each issue:

Deposit . $ 2,50

F.D.C, of each issue; Deposit : 2,50

Blk, of 4, each issue:

Deposit . 10,00

Others _
Deposit to be arranged
MY NAME IS:
please print
MY ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE
COUNTRY: . Zip

if other than U,S.
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Pe rsonal | ma| | Via

DIPLOMATIC POUCH

In the January/February, 1971 issue of Top-
ies, Vol, 3, No. 2, we ran an interesting
article by Al Moses on the dispatch of per-
sonal mail via Diplomatic pouch., We illus-
trated a cover with Egyptian franking, can-
celled in Washington D.C., and another in
our last issue, Both of these were posted
by members of the Diplomatic Corps in Cairo,

Our new reader, Vincent J, Berzinskas, has
sent photos of the illustrations we present
here along with some interesting new infor=-
mation on this subject,

He was not of the Diplomatic Corps, but
rather, the U, S, Navy. Specifically, the
Naval Medical Research Unit #3, stationed
at Cairo from 1956 through late 1958, These
stamps and covers show various U.S5, cancels
and slogans on Egyptian and UAR adhesives,

He goes on to say that U.5. postage is now
available to Naval personnel throuzh the
Fleet Post Office, N,Y. zip code 09527, He
says he has no idea how these covers get to
Cairo, There is no indication on the covers
relative to the location of this particular
Zip Code, Perhaps some of our rraders who
are interested can fill us in,
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