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1b9:C: - 1972 
Although not an Egyptian or Sudanese coll­
ector, her interest and support in my phil­
atelic activities including Topics, remain­
ed constant. She stuffed a~d stamped manyan 

· envelope to help us mai l on time • and this 
small tribute is but a tiny part of a deep 
feeling •Jf loss. 

Philat ely is a small facet in the gem of a 
long 1 ife time where one's m other is con­
cerned, and I can think of no better "Good 

Bye " than to say "We loved her". 

lAJitll tlte t~llt·ltn· 
We are very pleased and very proud to pre­
sent to you, in this issue, an article by 
Mr. Ibrahim Chaftar, the eminent Egyptian 
philatelist, signer of the Roll of Distin­
guished Philatelistsa Chairman of the very 
successful International Philatelic Exhib­
ition held in Cairo in 1948 and a contri­
butor of, perhaps more of the postal hist­
ory of his Country through his exhaustive 
research, personally and in Official Post­
al files, than any person living today. 

While h e has commented from time to time 
and we have had an enjoyable corr espond­
ence, this is the first comprehenr,-:v r' art­
icle by this knowledgeable man tc ,,, print­
ed in Topics. 
He are plea8ed too, to of f er the first 
English translation, insofar as we know of 
the fine work by the late Gabriel Boulad 
on the Civilian Censor markings of Egypt 
dUl'imr: the Second World War. This article 
origi.llally appeared in French in L 'ORIENT 
PHILATELIQUE. 
Conspicuously absent in this issue is our 
usual article by Wm. Billens "Philatelic 
Fun and Profit". It is not as easy as one 
may imagine for nearly two years, to run a 
column on varieties alone. However, we are 
confident that more articles by this pains­
taking researcher will appear. 

* * * 
A souvenir sheet w a s issued by the Egypt-
ian Postal Authority :in connection with the 
release of the "King Tut" c ommemoratives. 
We did not receive the she et from Cairo 
although we were advised it w ~s enclosed. 
We will try to acquire a copy tor illustra­
tion next issue along with the 30 mm. Aero­
gram eurrently in use. 

Incidently, the 110 mms. se-tenant pair of 
this issue is l.isted by Cairo as being an 
emission of only 25,000. We don't know if 
they mean each stamp or each pair, however 
as each stamp 50,000 is a very small print­
ing. Since the design is a painted plaque 
it will interest the Art Topicalists which 
could rapidly resul t in s hort supply. We. 
suggest you make certain you obtain a copy 
now while it is available. A subscription 
to Topic's New Issue Service being handled 
by Tom Olson will new issues at a. price 
no dealer can match. See page 79 fordetail. 
Drive carefully, have a happy vacation and 

plan to exhibit during the 1972-73 Season. 
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( P/JRIXJV EfFENDI!") 
A FEW· AttVO~~ ( 
1£/t rvEtVY PFKJF~ 

. . 

bazaa 
There is nEJVer a cbarge fo:· WANTS or Oli'J-"Ef,.S 
lj fted for om· r8aders in Egyptian Topics. 

WANTED& R.A.F. LABELS issued for the air 
Meeting in 1934J Aslo a Graf Zeppelin Suez 
cancellation on card or cover, Need the EEF 
cancels - all three types too ! If you can 
help write to Dr. A. WINTER, 45, Rue Carves 
92 - l"-1ontrouge, France • 
OFFERa NEW ISSUES OF A.R. EGYPT a. '*Topics•• 
venture handled by our reader TOM OLSON of 
Berkeley Calif., 1115 Keith Ave., Zip 94708 
New issues at a small % over face to cover 
costs only. For full information write now, 
or see details in Vol, 4, No., Nov/Dee, Is, 

i..JA.NTED& First Flight Cover - 1931 Zeppelin, 
backstamped. Scott's C-3 and C-4. If you 
can help write to Weber Steams. P. 0, Box 
112, Astor Station, Boston, Mass,, 02123 

WANTEDt Clean unused Egyptian Postal Stat­
ionery. If you ean help write to TOM H~~ 
and tell him what you have. 18 0 50 Lake 
Shore Blvd., Apt. #304, Cleveland, OH.44119 

INFORMATION WANTEDa A list of postal rates 
for the various denominations of the "Young 
Farouk" issue, 1937/1939 in Egypt, If you 
can help write tor K. C, BROWN, 4, Holmwood 
Grove, Mill Hill, London, NVJ7 3DT., ENGLAND 

OFFER OR TRADEa Royal Imperf Airs, Nos. 5 
15 andl6. With "cancelled" on the reverse 
Make offer or trade for imperf nos. 6 and ? 
Write Editor& P. 0, Box # 36492, LA., Calif 

Wanted a Specialist Material - the French 
offices in Egypt, on or off cover. What do 
you have ? And, note the .following • , • 
OFFERS 1 "L 'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE, Nos. 101 
to 117, complete run 1960 to 1967 seventeen 
issues in all. $15.00 postpaid. Also BRIT­
ISH NUHERAL C.A!-J ;:ELLATIONS of the EMPIRE by 
Heins, 2nd Edjtion, 1960, 64 pgs. postpaid 
KEN PIERCE, c / o City of Hope }1edical Canter 
1500 E. Duarte Rd, Duarte, Calif., 91010 

AN APOLOGY. • • 
For the first time ~~:;~~ we began publica­
tion over three and one half years ago, we 
were late in getting Topics in the mail. 

We have always taken pride in getting each 
issue. out on time even though delivery by 
the U .s. Turtle Delivery has caused many a 
delay. We offer no excuses but we do have 
a reason. 

Just at t h e end of March when the normal 
mailing would occur, a phone call from tm 
Police Dept. in Seattle, Wash., advised me 
that my mother had passed away. This meant 
dropping everything t o make the trip nort h 
to make the necessary a:J"rangements a n d "o 
close the estate. During this period ?'!Very­
thing was held in abeyance. On returning t o 
L.A, we immediately finished the last issue 
and mailed it, We apologize for the incon­
venience we may ha·11e caused anvone. 

' V 

NEW OVERSEAS AIR DELIVERY: - -
In the past, mail service ov~rseas has been 
something less than even good, .Apart from 
the four to six vteeks it takes t o even get 
to its destination by ship, it also arrived 
in some cases, as though it had been shipp­
ed on a coal barge. 

To correct this our good friend in England, 
Mr. Ken Knight, has undertaken distribution 
in the United Kingdom. We n o-..r m a i 1 by air 
parcel post to Mr. Knight who in turn mails 
the addressed envelopes with British frank­
ing, assuring delivery i."l a matter of days 
instead of weeks, 

Our first venture was successful h o w ever 
. ' 

it appears Customs was careless 
shipment as it came apart in the post. The 
GPO apparently mailed them without franking 
or postage due insofar as we are able tode­
termine from reports fr9m our readers, If, 
for any reason ypu did not receive your last 
issue - March/ April, please advise and an­
other4copy will be sent, 

Meanwhile we are digging out fro m undeJJ a. 
motmtain mail and hopefully, all will be in 
order in a shor.'i.. time, Thank your for bear-
ing with me. Ed, 

eorrect1oa 
Inadvertanty we listed Mr. Ken Knight, our 
new London Agent in.correctly in connection 
with the postal rates for 193?, and as t he 
Hon. Sec'y of E.s.c. Should have been Mr. K 
Brown. 
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STHffiP ftCTIVITIES AT 
LOW EBB ID EGYPT 

Our reader, Harold Levemthal.,_ ha~ .. written , 
to say that he spent .(o~ day~ in -Caii"o · in · 
the month of Mareh. · '' ·· · · ' · -

While there he m~t a prominent stamp dealer 
who indicated that there had been a aeeld.ed 
lull in stamp ac_tivities in Egypt itself. 

··;· ~· ':"· . -~ . . _..· 

This has c o, ~•iS a -~~9u t due to E!~onoMic 
restrictions and ' t:he b:ohstant " 'threat"· of 
the resumption of a war~ It was this deal­
er's opinion that more activities in Egypt­
ian stamps takes place in Great Britain and 
the United States than in Egypt. Truly sad. · 

''Others among our readers have made ~e ·trip 
' to. Egypt this year. Hopefully, we will re- , 
ceive ·additional reports whi ch we can pass 
on to you when they l"et-tirn. 

· .. , --. . . . 
'• 

WAL-T ER .BJ·O·RK, .• -. ... •·. 
.:·· . 

I e w W a r C. C. V. P. 
Our reader WALTER BJORK of New York was re­
cently appointed to the position of Vice 

· Pre~ident of the··· wAR COVER CLUB in place of 
th~i lateKevin Rogan, whose untimely death 
ca.m.e just after he had been elected. 

Walter has long maintained a keen interest 
in Egyptian philately, particularly covers 
and war related items. 

- • · : - .;.-~ - -.~i •. ~ 

Many of jrou tilf~,:recall that he was instru­
mental in the distribution during, :.he sum­
mer of 1970 of Mr, John E, 0. Hobbs excell­
ent book. ,.BRITISH FORCES IN EGYPT - 1932/ 
1940. A standard for students of this era. 
Many WWC members are also faithful r .ead· 
of Topics, with a keen :interest in Middle 
Eastern War covers and related items. 

• * * ,, · . 
Illustrated ~t the 
1 eft is an inter­
esting cove!" dated 
2nd February, 184.3_ 
at Bombay, India. ': 
0\ra],. · "!NDU" is in 
deep red. . . ,_ r: . 

· C~d.s. London arr ... 
ival mar king is in 
pale brick red, as 
Q I 1) MR 1 J I 184) 
l n ·s tructi ons read 

. v~a MA.RsEiti.ES and 
SUEZ. ·_ ·. __ / -' i · 

conten t s ' of -~ the 
letter d. ~ a 1 with 
insurance value 
of _the cargo for 

2,847.10 . poun~$ 
on cott<;m. & buffa­
lo horns. 
a sim-ilar letter 
in the Ed's coll. 
b ear s departure 
date cr!.. ·.:19 July, 
1845 SBJile type cds 
London arrival but 
letters KE instead 

- · of "Q". ·. ~~r ¥(:!.7~?rt;}' ~r~1/ ~~ ~ !':.":'~~t~~ ~~ 
L ______ ._----------------~------------------.. s~. * * * 
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RETOUCMES 

and FLAWS 
10 m/rns BLUE 

10 m/ms C~~INE HRRRISOD'S 
different crown and oervices 
overprints but it seems that 
t hey h a v e not examined the 
background of the stamps 
either; in other words, the 
design. However, Mackenzie­
Low has signaled the variety 
of 1 m/ms by the missing two 
dots, S,G, No. 84 - Zeh. 55a 
and a 1 0 P, T • , S • G • No. 9 5, 
Zeh. No, 68, by a color dot 
under the frame of a unit of 
the first row. 

See Illustration Front Cover 

Zeheri Nurrbers 62 - 63 
Stanley Gibbons Nos. 91 - 92 

Scott Numbers 68 - 69 
ISSUES 

When I went through the art­
icle by Mr. G. T. Houston, 
F.R.P.S,L., which appearedin 
the January/April 1971 issue 
of " L' ORIENT PHILATELIQUE", 
No. 1 24 regarding the var­
ieties, unknown till then, of 
the 1 m/ms S.G, No , 85 - Zeh 

1.9 2 0 

19 21 Af ter reflection an d going 
through my c o l l action of 
obliterations and bl ocks ob­
literated, I a d dressed my­
self to my Alexandri a friends 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Nicolaizos , C. 

No. 56 and S,G, No, 86 - Zeh 
No • .57, I was deeply i n ter-
ested, and vexed at the· same tiine for having 
ceded my collection of the issues of "De La 
Rue" 1879/1914, Harrison 1920/21; the over­
printed crowns and Government Services. 

I have seriously studied the overprints and, 
basing my judgments on the opinions of cer­
tain philatelists at the time - to my re­
gret - I must honestly confess tha t I paid 
little attention to the background of the 
design. Frankly speaking, the executive 
work and the inks used by De La Rue and 
Harrison enjoyed a g oo d reputation as t o 
their perfection. 

Our well-known old time phi lateli sts, A. s . 
Mackenzie Low, Dr. William Byam and Douglas 
MacNeille, have extensively classified t he 

Calapothaki, M. Tsamis, G. Bichara, H. Kas­
traveli, Abdel Hamid Loutfi and Saby and I 
examined the mint and used stamps in their 
collecti ons. I was therefore able to recog­
nize the varieties signaled by Houston and 
notified him accordingly. Naturally, I did 
not fail to underline the importance of his 
findings, 

Th~, I had the opportunity t o go to Cairo 
where my friends in the Capitol, ~~. & Mrs. 
M. Hagopian, Mrs. Arthur Michel, Alfi Zak­
lama and Tarek Awff followed with del i gh t, 
the example set by my A 1 e xandria friends. 
To all of them I am most thankful. 

I have successively gone through + or-, 
some 350 specimens of the 2 m/ms green S.G. 

Continued on followin g page 
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No, 85r + or - some 7G0 specimens of the 2 
m/m.s vermilion S.G. No, 86r 1 3 0 o, + or -
specimens of the 2 m/m.s vermilion overprint­
ed crown, and 200 + or - copies of the ver­
milion 2 m./ms overprinted OHEMS and came to 
the conclusion that the 2m/ms greenS.G. 
85 and the 2 m/ms vermilion S. G. 86 were 
printed by the same plate repaired and re­
touched before the impression of the ~ m7Ms 
green. 

The results of my findings on the 2 m/ms 
Harrison green and vermilion shall be pub­
lished in a future article. However, I must 
point out that, although in finding two 
specimens of the "Major Retouches", one mint 
and one used, S.G. No. 85 "Dropped Dots .. , I 
failed to find even one specimen of t h e 2 
m/ms green, s. G. No. 8 5 of the ''Major Re­
touches" with the word "Egypt" retouched, I 
shall carry on with my research work. 

While running over my collection of used 
stamps, my attention was drawn to the vari­
ety which I gave No. 17. It is a carmine 
1 0 m/ ms , S • G. No. 92 - Z eh. 6 3. S e e k in g a 
second stamp, I have discovered with sur­
prise a multitude of varieties, some being 
"Major Retouches", and have the same import­
ance as the two varieties signaled by Hous­
ton. Consequently they deserve to be cata­
logued, 

Before describing the principle ones I 
must give a concise idea - inspired by the 
work of Fred Melville' s "PC6TAGE STAMPS IN 
THE MAKING", about the typographical pro­
cess used for the printing of Egyptian 
stamps during the period from 1879 to 1921 
in order to clarify f o r t h e re a der the 
com.pnhensive scope of the varieties I in­
tend to present. 

In the typographical process; the printing 
surface is higher than the surface which 
should not be imprinted. When this surface 
is inked by a r o 11 , the in{( is also laid 
down on all the· parts in relief on the same 
level. The ink is not laid down on the sur­
faces low er than the imprinted level. A 
printing surface prepared for use by the 
said process is made up of {ups) and 
(downs) when seen in section. The ups must 
be of the same level while the level of the 
is of no importance provided they are suff'­
iciently down in order not to be touched by 
the inkad roll, 

When the inked ups are applied, then pnessed 
on a white sheet of paper, for example, the 
ink is absorbed by the paper which, once 
removed, shall show then the design of the 
ups. The downs shall be represen11:ed by the 
white paper on which the design was printed. 

I had in my possession + or - 200 stamps of 
the 10 m./ms Harrison, pal!tly blue and part­
ly carmine. Out o f their study, I arrived 
at the conclusion that a fruitful pursuit 
in varieties could be conducted. Addressing 
myself once again to my Alexandria friends 
I was able to scrutinize other copies of 
the 10 m/ms of the Harrison printingsa 650 

·+ or - blue, half of which proved to be 10 
m/ms of De La Rue with the large crescent 
watermark• 350 + or - carmine between over­
printed crown and non- overprinted, and 200 
+ or - carmine, overprinted OHEMS. 

I describe hereunder the result, with illu­
strations, in support of the principle var­
ieties, in order to encourage my colleagues 
to enrich their collections and be useful, 
therefore, to Egyptian philately. 

All of these varieties are permanent and 
are, at least, double in my collection, 

When one compares the controls A/ 20 of the . 
10 m/ms blue with the controls B / 23 of the 
10 m/ms carmine one notices that the im­
pression plates R.re different, a matter 
which explains the reason why the same var­
ieties are not found in both colors, 

Probably, the reason for the new plate must 
be that of the carmine color. 

MAJOR RETOUCH - NO. 1 

The 1 eft side of the exterior frame is re­
designed, not straight by tracing, and of 
unequal thickness, 

The colored panel in which is engraved t h e 
value of the stamp in English TEN MILLIFliES 
if irregular as far as the letters "LIEMS" 
are concerned, a matter which gives ghe two 
spaces in white which frame it, a twisted 
effect and an unequal breadth as to their 
lengths, 

The word ''MILLIEMES" is redrawn skillfully 
enough by hand and has the characters thin­
ner than normal, apart from: 
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A.) - The S of MIIJ..IF.MES, redesigned, has 
the edge of the-front amputated by 

a vertical cutting, 

B) - The last E of MILLIEM~, redesign­
ed, h a s three horizontal bars thin­

ner and longer than normal. 

C) - The seeond M of MILLIE.MES, complete-
ly redesigned - thinner - has the 

legs v e r y much separated and is irregul­
arly engraved, 

No. 4 -

A small white round spot is found on the 
inferior le.ft corner of the eentral design, 

No. 5 -

The frame of the central design is cut off, 
from down, to the left, t o the level of T 
in TEN, 

No, 6 -
Three white spots under t h e right Arabic 
word .,;.. ~ , on the white 1 ine nf the 
panel frame where the value ..:.. L -..J. ·~ 
is · inserted. 

D)- The firstEofMILUFl-1ES,remade, No.?­
thinner and has the horizontal bar 

longer than normal, 

E) - The second I of MILUEMES is shorter 
and thinner, 

F) .. The two LL • s in MILLUMES are short­
er and thinner, The second L is 

leaning to the right. 

This 11Major Retouch" is found in two states. 
In the fint case. the :J_etters E and M of 
!rrrLLIEMES are shown separated, The edge of 
the inferior bar of the 'letter E is not 
straight, but rather leaning to the left. 
The first leg of M is vertically leaning to 
the left at its end and the sharp end fram­
ing the base of the letter is directed up. 

The second case, the E & M of MILLIEMES are 
shown connected, i,e., the base of the bar 
of E is extended by a white string to conn­
ect to the base of the 1st leg of the M. 

No. 2 -

The exterior frame is cut off to the left, 
up to the level of' the letter S in MILLIEM­
ES, 
No. 3 - RETOUCH 

The E of EGYPT has the horizontal bar in the 
middle badly r etouched and surpasses - in 
length a."ld t! ~ckness - t he upper bar and 
the inferior bar, However, the end 1 s cut 
off obliquely towards the right, 

'I 

This stamp is a 10 m/ms blue "De La Rue" 
1914, watermarked big crescent, Its variety 
is the edge of the A r a b i c let tar · 1n .., 
; .............," which surpasses and er o ss es the 
panel and the upper exterior frame. 

This typical variety is very interesting but 
we only refer to it here in order not to be 
confused with the varieties of the Harrison 
issue. 

No • 8 - MAJOR RETOUCH 

The figure 10 in Arabic \ • , 1n the upper 
right corner is entirely remade. It is re­
designed, bigger and touches by its base 
1;.he white square frame containing it. En­
tirely remade, the frame is irregular. A 
White notching is seen on the upper edge of 
the eolored panel containing the characters 
showing the value of the stamp, 

Continued on next page. 
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No, 9 .. 
The lower c o rn er- left - of the design is 
broken 

No. 10 -
An additional dot between the 1st l etter in 
Arabic and the seoond word ~ (Fro m 
right to left) in the upper panel, 

No. 11 .. 

which I found till now, However, it was dur­
ing my ~search work in looking for a second 
s pecimen that I discovered all these retouch­
es and mistakes on the 10 m/ms of 1920/1921, 
the princi pl e ones of whi ch are the subject 
of t his article, 

Under the ~ of t h e Arabic word ~ on 
the upper colored panel, two white dots 
should be found, In their place, is a quite 

A bad work under the r ot ~ &..,.L. making 
hernia. 

a big white spot forming an excrescent of the 
white ground concealing the c antral design 
and re-entering in the eolored panel. 

it 

1J 
No. 12 .. 

The frammg of the lower left corner con­
taining the figure 10 is cut off in its up- . In the middle of t h e white spot there is a 
per part, hole, not pierced, where one can clearly see 

No. 13 - The framin g of the lower left 
corner containing the figure 10 

is cut off in its upper part, 

No. 14 -

White framing containing the figure 10 in 
the lower left corner is broken in its low­
er right part. This variety is nearly of 
the same kind as that discovered at that 
time by Mackenzie Low for the 1 m/m S. G, 84, 

This variety of the io m/ms carmine was no­
ticed by W,F, Billens, page )4, No. 2, Vol. 
3, of the excellent philatelic journal pub­
lished by Mr. Gordon B. Garrett under the 
name of "Egyptian Topics" - Los Angeles, 
California, U,S,A. 

No. 15 -
An additional dot in color to the left of 
the 10 in the .upper right panel. Sometimes 
this dot is noted by a group of small gran­
ulated dots, very neatly visible. 

No. 16 -

Exeresence in white under the last letter 
of the Arabic word .:-~ in the upper Ara­
bic panel. 

No, 17 - IMPORTANT ANQI..ALY 

This stamp is an anomaly which is, pdrhaps, 
not permanent, It is the only specimen 

the granulation of the paper pulp, a matter 
which indicates that the surface o f the 
paper was scratched up. 

On the back of the stamp, at the place corr­
esponding to the hole, one o an notice a 
round relief, qu i te clear, which resisted 
the washing and subsequent drying, 

This hole was certainly produced by a strange 
body which settled between the printing sur­
face and the paper. It must have been thick 
enough to jam in the hole, detached with the. 
plate or remained on the paper a n d detached 
through washing. 

This, however, does not explain the presence 
of the white spot under the --= which is, 
either resulting from the deterioration of 
the metal or the interception of the ink by 
the seam of the strange body settled on the 
said space. 

What was the fate of the damaged unit of the 
10 m/ms 1 Was it retouched or replaced? 
Could the 1 as t alternative of the strange 
body which remained on the paper, and rend­
ered the imprinting surface in a good condi­
tion for further working, a good explanation? 

My re search work continues and I beg m y 
philatelist colleagues to 1 e t me k n ow of 
t heir remarks and their findings. 

---Ed's not es Any comments may be directed 
to the editor or directly to Mr. Chaftar, at 
8 Street 47, Smouha, Alexandria , Egypt. 

Continued 
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No, 18 · - DEFECT OR RErOUCH ?· 

The G · o.f EGYPT ~.:'as : accidental or a bad re­
touch ? 1-lhether the piece o f m e tal which 
forms the center of the letter G was either 
torn out or removed, the fact remains that 
the G was in a deformed way. 

No. 19 - · 

An additiona1 dot on. the j ' in ' •_,..!..5 making 
the pronunciation of t he word . in Arabic 
ACHAZAH in~tead of ACHARAH • I f1ave known of 
this variety since 1942 on the 10 m/ms car­
mine, Harri~on without overprint, the four 
types overprinted crown and the stamp over;;. 
printed omrs. 

No, 20 -

This specimen is a 10 m/ms b 1 u e Harrison. 
This particula.r variety · h a s a cutting on . . 
white line · which frames the right panel. 
where the value of the stamp is inserted in 
Arabic, 

It is the only stamp of the 10 m/ms blue of 
Harrison on which I found a · defect o f such 
importance, Control A/20 for the upper pane 
of 100, The same control A/20 for the lower 
pane of 100, 

My examination of 3 5 0 + or - specimens of 
the 10 m/ms blue shows theiraspect normal 
and the confection of. a second plate B/2 3 
(pane of 100 for the top and pane of 100 
for the bottom) is probably due to some 
printing difficulties regarding the carmine 
color, 

There a re at least . another two dozen of 
the 10 mlms carmine stamps with insignifi­
cant defects to which I did not refer here, 
They woUld have been of great importance 
had they been found on the 10 m/ms blue, 
However, this is no~ the case, . Also, I did 
not find any 10 m/ms b 1 ue with the varie­
ties of the 10 m/ms carmine, 

I have one m.ore word to add regarding this 
issue, The catalogues are not in agreement 
on the dete of issue of the stam:p, The 

Egyptian National Catalogue, Zeheri puts it 
1921/ 22' Stanley Gibbons 1921/ 22, Yvert & 
Tellier. whose principal agent in Egypt was 
our dear friend E. L. Angeloglou, pu.t s it 
1920 / 22. The controls of she et s extend 
from A/20 to A/21, A/22 and A/23, B/21, Bl22 
and B/23. . . . 

Yvert was immediately and regularly notifi­
ed by Angeloglou on each new issue and, un­
less the contrary is proven, I a m for the 
information of the Yvert House, 

It might be dpportune for the Egypt s ·tudy 
Circle to in trust to one of their ·member s, 
the study in detail of this interest:i."' g set 
in order to fix the issue date of tr> ·L f f­
erent values and to explore the re :, ouches 

· and defects. . 

M,ay I add in this connection that Stanley 
Gibbons stated that the 5 m/ms rose appear­
ed in November 1921, and the 4 m/ms green, . 
the 100 mlms slate in 1922 and the 10 mlms 
carmine in September 1922. 

The information contained in the catalogue 
of Dr, W, By.L~'s collection sale of October 
1961 reveal that Type I, overprinted crown 
appeared on 9 I 10 October 1922, Type II in 
December 1922, Type III in January, l. 92J 
and Type IV, overprinted In London in July 
of 1923, 

In conclusion, the 10 m/rris Without over­
print was put on sale by -the Central Post 
only during September and beginning October 
1922, and that all the stock of this stamp 
was sent by and of September I beginning 
October 1922 f o r the crown overprinting. 
The total of the 10 m/ms carmine in Egypt 
was around one million. Harrison of London 
issued overprinted another million thus mak­
ing a total -of 2,000,000 - Control E/23. 

How many 10rn/mscarmine without overprint 
mint or used are still in existance today 1 
And of these, how many can be folind 
retouched ? T h e field is apen and I . w is h 
good luck to all, 

* * ... 
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ARRB REPUBtiC Of EGYPT 
n~'l'E OF ISSUE: 
D:El\ Cl-U-:~ A.TI U~~: 
DESIGN : 

DIMDISIONS: 
PERFORATIONt 
SHEET: 
COLORSs 

WATERMARK: 
PRTI~TINGs 

CONTROLS 1 

QUANTITY: 

21 Harch, 1.972 
20 Hills 

~other bird wit~ its 
little one on a tree 

40 x 40 mm. 
11 1/2 

35 stamos 5 x 7 
Yellow, green, rust brown 
beige, white and pale blu 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure Postal 
Printing House in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt 

Date of issue and 
the serial number 
1,000,000 stamps 

"' * 

MCTEEP...S' DAY 
A salutation to every mother who devoted 
her life to regard her family. 

"' ~.G"r" ' ~,.,,.u:_ .. :::=P.~h~ 
\'"I'll 

' 

20M ~l!)i1\fF,'S ~AY ( _~)>-• r r• 

* 
A MEMORIAL TO BRIGADIER GENERAL ABDEL MONI~ RIAD EGYPTIAN MARTYR 

The official release gives the follow~ng on 
the Genralt 3orn 22 October, 1919 in Sibr­
bay, Western Egypt: Graduated from the Army 
War College in February, 1938. ·Masters from 
the Staff Officers' Colle~e in 1944, honors 
each time; completed military courses, 1945 
and 1946 in England, Completed an Academic 

DATE OF ISSUEr 
DENCl-ITNATION 1 

DESIGNs 

DIMENSIONS a 
PERFORATION: 
SHEET a 

COLORS r 

21 March , 1972 
20 Mills 

Portrait of the General 
over a battlefield with 
a tank and soldiers. 

25 x 42 mm, 
! ! ! ?@ 

50 stamps 10 x 5 
Pale blue, steel blue, 
beige and light brown. 

WAT~Jl~K: Multiple Eagle 
PRINTINGt ROTOJRAVURE - As above 
CONTROLS 1 As above 
QUANTITY ISSUED: 1,500,000 stamps 
NETt! fHGH VALUE DEFINITIVES: 
DATE OF ISSUE: ~- April, 1972 
DENCf~INATIONS 1 500 Hills & LEl 
CHANGES: Identical to previous issue but 

LE1 
na.me changed to A, R, EGYPT. 
(See Topics 7-8/70, p. 100). 
Identical to previous issue but 

500 Mills name change, as above, and oar­
trait frc.m gray to purple-g~ay. 
(Se e Topics 3/4-71, p. 55). 

course in the u.s.S,R. in January, 1959. He 
graduated from Nasser' s M:ili tary Academy at 
Cairo in April, 1966. During his career he 
held leading ranks in the military with a 
natural talent as a student and as a milit­
ary officer. Appointed Chief oi' Staff, Armed 
Forces, 196?. Died March 9, 1969. 
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FIF'TIETH ANN IVTmSA RY CF Tt:E DISCOVERY OF '!TTANKH.AMUN 'S Ta.-8 AT LUXOR 

TUTA.~K&'\Ml .. "N b~?:!&n his reign as the i\in g of 
Egypt when he '...ras nine in: the year 1352 3C. 
He died at. the age of eighteen in 1)61 3C. 
:le married the daughter o.f his predecessor, 
a p~L~cess named Ankhesenpaaten, the t~ ird 

daughter of Akhenaten anrl Nefertiti. He re­
mo,red the Capitol of Egypt to Thebes in his 

.· ·· fourth year of reign. He also restored the 

COLORS: 2C m, 
55 m • 

.c· 110+110m, 

Black white, beige , gold. 
Purple, lavender and gold 
Orange, blue & pale green 

WATEfU!..A.q_K: 
PRINTING: 

QU.At~TITY ~ 

without 
Rotogravure - Postal Printing 
House in t he Arab Rep. S~jpt. 
20 & 55 m, 1,000, 000 each 

: 10 + 110 M~ 25,000 each 

var i ous National and local gods whose cults 
had been suppressed by Akhenaten. Religi ous 
social and economic problems inherited from 
his fath er- ~n-law were a bane of his advi­
sors :or the entire duration of his rei?n• 

Every King of the 18th Dynasty was in-: • ··red 
L~ the Valley of the Kings at Theb~~. hey 
had all been located, although loot..:-·C O.i. all 
their contents. Tut's alone remained wh en 
Howard Carter began his search in 1914 . He 
di.d not make the discover, !1owever, tlefo:re 
seven years had passed, in N~vember, 1922. 

It t ook ten years for Carter • s explora ti.on 
t eam t o consolidate, record and photograph 
al l of t he objects in the tomb. 

These treasures are now in t h e custody of 
t he Cairo Museum. Fifty items have been on 
loan to t he Bri tish Museum, where they will 
remain from March through September, as an 
exhibition entitled "Treasures o f Tutank­
hamun ... to mark the 50th anniversary o f the 
discovery. 

Bri t ain issued a special commemorat ive, for 
use in conjunction with a special postmark 
for use on a British Museum cover. A cover 
is illustrated on the foll owing pa ge. 

DATE OF ISSUEs April, 1972 
DENCMINATIONS: 20 & 55 t~ ills 

Air Mail - 110 + 1.10 Hills se-tenant. 
DESIGNSt 20 m. A wooden d~~my of the head, 

stuccoed and painted. 
55 m. Back of chair decorated in 

gold with royal names, 
110 m. Painted plaque from the lid 

of a coffin showing the king 
and his Queen in a garden, 

DTiffi'NSieNS: 20 & 55 m, 40 x 40 mm. 

PER.FCRATION ~ 
SHEETS: 

110+1 10 m, 28 x 61. mm, each. 
11 1/ 2 

20 & 55 M. 35 stamps 5 x 7 ea, 
1 1 ~~110 m. 50 " 5 x 10 ea. 



EGYPI'IAJ' l TOPICS 1-!AY JUNE 19?2 Page 71 

THE BRITISH MUSEUM COMMEMORATIVE COVER t 

TlJrANKHAMUN 
The commemorative cover of the British .1useum franked with 3 p. commemorative stamp isSued 
on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Discovery of the Tomb of King Tutankhamun 
by Howard Carter on behalf of his patron , Lord Carnavon. Cover carries the special Exhib­
ition postmark on the occasion of the showing of 50 of these treasures by the Mu:;eum. 

- Cover courtesy of KEN DAVIS of London 

A. R. EGYPT - NEM EMISSIONS Continued ••• 

In addi tion to the set of Tutankhamun co~memorative adhesives a Souvenir Sheet was issued. 

Sheet not received 
from Cairo. We 'll 
try to obtain copy 
and illustrate it 
in our next issue. 

* * * 
AT RIGHTa 

The current denom­
ination - 100 m/ms 
Aerogram in brown, 
on g reen figured 
paper. 

A 30m/ms value is 
also currently in 
use. \-l e will try to 
obtain a copy for 
next issue ••• 

t§~.J! 

"'· '"'"' .. •"a '"liON 

AIR LETTER • AEROGRAMME 
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REPUBl iC oF suonn 
~'f'ORLD STANDARDS DAY - 14 OCTOBER 1970 CCMMEl-fORATIVE SET 

DATE OF ISSUE: 22 April, 1972 
2 P.T. , 4 P .T., 10 P.T. DENOONATIONS: 

DESIGN: 

DIMENSIONS: 
PERFORATION : 
COLORSt 

2 P.T. 
4 P.T. 

10 P.T. 

WATErn'.ARK: 
PRI NTING: 

. SHT'.2'1': 
QUA.NTITYa 

Cog and emblem o£' SSO 
Globe & ear of wheat. 

40 X )0 fl'.m, 
11 1/2 

Yellow green, moss gr een, black 
yellow, gray, crea~ and white 
Yello'" green pale blue, l:) la r;k 

pale blue, g-ray and ~·:1 h e 

Yellow ~reen, pir: ..: , ·:')ral 
gray, black ana white 

.,Yithout 
Roto~ravure - Postal Printing 
House, in t he Arab Rep . EGYPT 

50 stamps 5 x 10 
'Not listed, 

CC11MlliORATING ELECTIONS FOR PRESIDENCY CF THE REPUBLIC ccroBER 1971 

1\':/~.~~~J.:.I..W'I' 
i.tl!l""'fOifiiOIIllii:'I'CIIIItiiNJI(ICI0-.11 

DATE OF ISSUE : 
nro;CMINATIONS: 
DESIGN a 

DIHENSIONS: 
PERFORATION: 
COLORS : 2 P • T. 

4 P . T. 

10t P. T. 

SHEET : 
HATERMARK: 
PRINTING: 
QUANTI TY: 

2 Hay, :c72 
2 P.T., 4 P.'?.'., 10-} P .T. 

Photo of the Preside~t 
Emblem of the Republic 

40 x JO mrn. 
11 1/2 

Violet, lavendar 
Gold and Black 

Oran~e , pale oran~e, 
':told and black 

Nile green , pale green 
Gold and black 

50 sta..rnps 5 x 10 
Without 

As above 
Not listed 

No commemorative cancellations are used in 
the Sudan and no FDC ' s serviced by the Gov­
ernment. On sale for six months a t Khar­
toum by Dept . of Posts & Telegraphs. 

Valid for postage until demonetized, 
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE Of EGYPT 
"AN .AlfNOl'.ATED RESEARCR BIBLIOOKAPHY" 

-~·~·'·· 
By GCRDON B. GARRE'l"l' 

With Valua~le Aaeietance rroa CKAR.LES FOI ,. 

OFFICIALS 

L'OR:rlmT PHILATELIQUEr 

!nYPTIAN INTERPOSTALS S!r OFFICIAL LOCAL STAMPS - MAY, o., No, 21, July, 19)4, pgs.16/17 
No. 22, October, 19Jlf, ~ -pgs, 10/11 J No, 23, January, 1935, pgs, 10/12, No. 24, 

April, 1935, pgs, 13/14, No, ·· 25, July, 1935, pgs, 11/13, No, 26, October, 1935, pgs 8/10 
No, 27, January, 1936, pgs, 13/16, No, 28, .A.pril, 1936, pgs. 52/53, No, 29, July, 1936, 
pgs. 96/97, No, 30, October, 1936, pgs, 138/139, No, )1, January, 1937, pgs, 14/16, Ser­
ialized treatise on the Interpostal seals, Profusely illustrated with a wealth ofdetail 
and the early "standard", Many correction~ have been .made in later works, 

THE OFFICIAL STAMPS OF !nYPT - McNEILLE, Douglas, No. 27, Jan., 1936, pgs, 19/20, No, 
28, April, 1936, pgs. 55/59, No, 31, Jan., 1937, pgs, 21/2), Reprintedfromthe 
P.J.G,B., April, 1935, An excellent study in three parts, illustrated, Vol, 3 
No, 32, pgs, 66/69, Vol. 3, No. )J, July, 1937, pgs. 109/114, Vol. 3, No. 34 -
October, 1937, pgs, 159/162, 

. . . 

&liPTIAN INTERPOSTALS - VA.NDERHOOF, E. R., No. 29, July, , 1936, supplemental listing to 
o. May's article with interpostals not previously recorded, Not illustrated, 

OCTOBER' 15, THE 5 MILLS, VALUE OF 1914 OVERPRINTED BY UTHOORAPHY 11 0,H.H.s,•• & SG, 0,21 
McNEILLE D,, Vol. ), No. J), pg, 115, Description of an interesting variety, 

TIMBRES de SERVICE - BOULAD, Gabriel, Vol, 3, No, 36, pgs, 261}2, April, 1938. French, 
An illustrated section of a larger article _with informa~ion on the overprints. 

THE HISTCRY OF THE' CARRIAGE OF EnYPTIAN OFFIClAL POSTAL MATTER AND ' THE USE OF INTERPOS'!'­
AL LABELS - McNEILLE, Douglas, Vo:t_, 3, No, 41, May~ 1939, pgs. ~ 48J/487, Vol. 3, No. 42 

. _ July, 1939, pgs. 515/522, Reprinted from the E.S.C. Quarterly circular; an in­
terim report on ~tudy V, intrusted to Mr. MeNeille, An excellent work thorough 

.·· in the usual manner of Mr .• MeN, Well illustrated. · 

THE :mTERPOSTAL SEALS OF EGYPT - MoNEILLE, D., Vol, 4, No. 45, Jan/Mareh, 1940, pg. J4 
Comments by MeN. on Kerh's artfcle beginning in the American Philatelist, 1939, 
and a caution not to take too serious.ly unsubstantiated claims previousl:Y made. 

roRGED OR DOUBTFUL OVERPRINTS AND SURCHARGES ~ THE STAMPS OF EGYPT - .' McNEILLE, D., -
' Vol. 4, No. 47, Jan., 1941, pgs, 86/88. An article dealing with several issues, 

of which the officials are a part, Not illustrated but good information. 

THE :mTERPOSTA.L SEALS OF EGYPT - KEHR, Ernest A., Vol. 4, No, 47; Jan~, 1941, pgs. 112 
· and 11), A letter to the Ed • . of L'OP concerning remarks made byMr, McNeille 

in Vol, 4, No. 45, listed above, 

NOUVELLES VARIETIES DE LA TROISI:B>!E EMISSION D'EGYPTE - 1872/1879 - CHAFTAR, Ibrahim -
French i-ext. Vol. 4, No. 48, October, 1944. pg. 139, Good illustrations with 
interesting notes on a number of official varieties and misplaced overprints, 

To be continued - - -
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POSTAL CENSORSHIP 
This article, which appeared in Fr en eh in 
L"ORIENT PHILATELIQUE, October, 1946 issue, 
and again in Janua.ry-A pril, 1968, N o s • 56 
and 119, appears in this issue, now in Eng­
lish with the kind permission of Editor M. 
Eid, The late Gabriel Boulad was recogniz­
ed as an authority on Egyptian Philately & 
it is hoped that additional information may 
be added to his extensive study. Ed. 

In beginning this study I place em ph a si s 
on the fact that it concerns only the civil 
Censorship while the military censor ship, 
whether Egyptian or foreign in Egypt during 
the war, 1939 - 1945, requires a separate 
study, 

When, ·in September, 1939 Germany began hos­
tilities in Europe, finally spreading 
to the whole world, the political situation 
in Egypt was ~ifferent than it was during 
the preceding war of 1 914 - 1 91 8. Egypt 
had become ind§pendent although s t i 11 the 
ally of Great Britain. C'onsequently the 
Egyptian Government itself took the initia­
·tive in all of the measures required by the 
state of war. So it was that the Egyptian 
Government, who declared martial law and 
the Chief at that time, H. E. Aly Ms.her 
Pasha, President of the Council of Min­
isters who, by virtue of powe r vested in 
him as the Military Governor General, then 
decreed the establishment of censorship by 
proclamation No. 1, dated 4 September 1939. 

This proclamation, published in an extra­
ordinary number of the nJOURNAL OFFICIAL 
No. 92", reads as follows a 

"In the interest of t he security of 
the Kingdom, a general censorship is estab­
lished and will continue s ·o, until further 
notice, in all the territory and the terri­
torial water s of Egypt. The censorship will 
be applied to a 11 writ ten a n d p r in t e d 
articles, photographs and packages entering 

in E&YP 
DU R·l n G 

WORLD WRR 11 

1939-1945 
in or going out of Egypt, or circulating 

in the Country, etc. 

So, according to the decree of 4 September, 
1939 the censorship was immediately applied 
to a 11 c o rrespondence, including printed 
matter entering or going out of the Country. 
To my knowledge, the first censorship mark­
ing of the first type that I shall examine 
he·r-eafter b ea r s the date of 4 September, 
1939 at noontime. 

Though in principle the· censorship 
was meant to be a pp 1 ie don all correspon­
dence, even on those "circulating in .the 
Country" • according to the text of the De­
claration, it was only applied in general 
with some exceptions f to cor re.s p ondence 
coming from Abroad, or goin g out of the 
Country, I shall mention the exceptions to 
this rule at the end of this study, 

Continued 
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The mainoffice for the Egyptian Censorship 
is called in An.bic : ~li)f i),l i and :in English 
"Censorship Control Headquarters•• .or · "Cent­
ral Postal Censorship", 

Vr . • ~ , • ; ;.: • •. . ;.: • 

The letters that were 'Opened' by the Censor­
ship Authority · w e·r e ··se.U'ed afterWards by a 
White strip,· The first Type ,of strip, . whi:ch 
did· not last long, bore :the following . . 'text a 

l -: • • ·. ·• 

,-. -... -----.-;.-t,; ...... -l~il-.... -i---. 
. 

I ... .......... .. ····· ~ .... ••.• .... ,. ·. ''" . 

Censouhip Dtptrt .... ..t 

. le . 

Censorship Departmen.,t 

The second ·Type of strip which was utilized 
soon after and which :remained in use tmtil 
the end of the war, bears the 'following text 
in blue. 9r ultramarine• Egyptian Censorship 
Opened by_-'Censor, Fig, 2, 

---------,~~~------
~ .. ,..... •• u L;'i 'x' ~_,.......)1 "-;1'.J..ll 

.£"YPTIAN CENSORSHIP .. 

~..) IU~ cV ~.}I <i'J _,.~ e~ 
O~ENEO BY CENSOA 

Whether the letters ¥ere opened or not, in 
eit~er case, a hand stamp ~as applied to 
.the envelope. However, the' printed .matter, 
wrapped With : a . band · on the enve l ·o p e , have 
sometimes ' received an other . speeial censor­
ship handstamp in ·. three languages With the 
following text a Censare Xs PUblicati (Pub-
licity· Censorstdp). Fig, · 3. ' 

The handstamp~ used in Egypt by this autho­
rity cari be :classified, first of all, in 
two large · eateg~riesa "ORDINARY RANOOTAMPS" 
and . the exceptional or EXTRA- ORDINARY HAND 
STAMPS, 

!. ORDINARY HANDSTAMPS 

These handst&mps are of different types and 
d.i.fferent text, According to me, they can 
be classified ;:: into thirteen 1 a r g e types 
or groups. 

!m !• Round handstamp; With double cir-
. ele b'earing thtt ·texta ·~ensor-

ship Dept. ~11)1 ;)~I and has an internal 
number from 1 to 30, Figs. 4 & 5 below a 

·f . 

4 · 5' 

This handstamp was in use for 15 or 20 days 
only, t ·he latest . being tmtil · the end of 
September, 1939, · As the handstamp seems to 
have been made · of rubber, it , rapidly became 
clogged and worn out so it was soon discon­
tinued, However, before its removal it tm­
derwent a transformation• the internal 
number ·was removed so t h at during the last 
days .. of i~s use, this tkpe is seen . as illu­
strated 1ri Fig. 6, 

. ~ . 

Needless to say that, b~a~se of 
its short usage, this type of 
handstamp is r~re, The rarest 
numbers are the followinga 2, 
4, 6 to 8, 10, 13, 14, 17 and 19 

· through 25, 

.!.!!:! ll• Round handstamp, a f s o w f. tp a 
double circle, bearing ·the same 

text as th~ previous one, but of much smaU­
er size and having internal n\lmoeirS . f!"' o':m 1 

. to 120, Note illustrations of the two ex­
'tr~e)'l~J?.,r·s b~low. Figs. ·7:·& s.;:·,. · 

•• .; j ••• • 

7 

The handstamps for this type of censor' mark­
ing (and probably for all of the ... other 
types following), having been made t;>f copp­
er, have stood the wear and tear. This be­
ing the reason why this type, · w hie h was 
used just after the preceding t y p ea more 
precisely on 15 September, 19)9, has lasted 
to the ·end of the war, .,. 

Some of. the. numbers of this type are raret 

.Continued 
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POSTAL CEl~SORSHIP Jli EGYPT - Continued from preceding page , • • 

these being Nos, 13,, 15, 16, 92, 95, 103 
a..'ld 104. . . 

~ ills I classify under this type the 
"different handstartJ.ps and they 

are quite mmie-r'ous ) which bear . the letter 
''M", whatever' their shape and various char-
acteristics. 1 · 

A very comiuon shape, in use from 20 Septem­
~er, 1939, consists of a round hand stamp 
With, double circle :bearing the same text as 
the pr,evious type, ·with the letter "M" in­
side. rl11.s handstanip seems to have been ap­
plied mechanically by a machine, adjusted 
so that each strike is 9 centimeters apart, 
See Fig. 9. 

1..1 

A second shape, slightly less common, con­
sists of a double circle which is larger, 
'Qearing the same text but has a n urn be :r 
{1 or 2)' placed under the letter M, Figs, 
10 and 11. 

This shape appeared .about 5 December 1939. 

A third shape in this. category appeared 
much later, unless I am mistaken, in March 
1944. It consists of a double. circle with­
out any text except the letters "R" and ''M" 
superimposed. Fig. 12. 

12 
. :I 'l 

A fourth shape also dependent on the: let tAr 
"M", appeared .on July 27, 1944a character­
ized by · the numbers . 3, 4, or 5 placed. under 
the letter ''M" also without any text. Figs. 
13 and 14. 

1) I have asked myself, . ''What was the mean­
ing of this letter M? But it has remained 
a mystery to me. This shape seems to be 
used in conjunction with registered mail 
which explains the letter R. It is rare. 

' This shape is also quite rarre, especially 
that with the numeral J, 

The two final shapes, also dependent on the 
letter t'M", have appeared near the end of 
the ware The fifth shape has been seen qn 
March 12, 1945. It seems to have replaced 
the fil!"St and second sh a. pes 6 f "M". Here 
also the letter "M" i s a e c o m panied b y a 
number, but the number is quite large 1 41 , 
52, 56, 63, 67, ?4, ?8, 85, 89 or 90. This 
shape is quite common, Figs, 15 & 16. 

@ 
17 

@ . . 

18 

Finally the 6th and last sha. pe 
of "M", much 1 e ss common than 
the previous one, is s~ l a.r to 
it. However, it has only one 
circle and the circle as well 
as the numerals, are larger and 
heavier~ Figs'. 1? .&·18, 

This la.~t s~pe a.ppe~red on June 
?, 1945• subsequent to the cap­
itulation of Germany, Needless 
again to say; t h e s e last two 
shapes lasted. until the · end of 
the Egyptian Censorship. 

This completes t e n groups o f 
Type III the . letter ''M'.' ) and 
we g o now to Type Dl, although 
we mu s t o cc asionally retrace 
our steps for the dates. 

·TYPE. IV z. This type h ~ s in fact been in 
use since January 3i, 1940, It 

. contained a variety of g eometric d e signs, 
but it is characterized by its numbering 
which extends from 1 to 100. B e sides this 
type bears a unique single) text which is 
Postal Censor "" .JI 4, t; 

- J. ' .) 

This type of handstamp is~ , divided into ·two 
halves. From Number 1 to 50. These are of 
'medium s ize; from numbers 51 through 100, 
it is much larger in size, · In addition, in 
between these extreme numbers, the shapes 
c an be grouped in tens. S o w e find the 
circular shapes, from No. 1 to No. 10 with 
:various internal shapes . ,.Figs, 19, .20 and 
21. . . 

From Nos. ll , through 301 the exterior shape 
is square, Figs. 22, 23 and 24, 
From Nos, 31 through 40, the exterior shape 
is hexagonal. Figs, 25 and 26, 

And, finally from No, 41 through No. 50 the 
shape is octagonal, Figs, 27, 28 and 29. 
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As I mentioned previously , after No. 50 the 
shapes became larger in the same order by 
groups of tena circle, square, hexagon and 
octagon. Not e illustrations of one t ype of 
each o-r th'es 'J four shapes. Figs. 30 - 33. 

20 21 

23 '2.4 25 26 

2.7 

3@ . 

ID the fi.l-st tew numbers of .each. set of ten 
of . ;tbes~ handst.amps , .the ~te~idr shapt~ i s 
a circle from(1 to 3), then it becomes a 
square from 4 t 0 9). t h en in t h e la s t 
nW!lber of each set of ten, there is no in­
terior shape; the number lies free between 
words of the text. 

Concerning the rarity of these, the numbers 
in the seventies ?1 to 80) are quite rare, 
and in general the rarest numbers are Nos. 
2, 16, 68, 77 and 97. 

This t y p e appeared on May 1 0, 
194,0. It is char,.cterized by 

the absence of any numbers although it has 
the same text as· the previous one. On the 
other hand t h e shapes related to this type 

·are ·extremely varied so that it would be 
f ar too cumbersome to enumerate them here 
or t o · attempt illustration of them all. 

I s h a 1 1 just group t hem b y categories as 
foll ows, showing ill us tr at ions 9f some of 
the shapes in each categorya · · 

34 .36 

Small Circle·, ·Figs. 34, 35 and 36 

.37 .38 

Square w;\.t~ thick .lines. Figs. 3?, 
. . ~ '· 

38, 39 • 

~~U.) 

0 
Pett&l Ct~Wj 

40 41 42 .. 

Squar:e with double line. Figs. 40 
. ' 41, 42. 

43 4+ 45 

Hexagon with t hick line. Figs. 43, 44, 45. 

46 47 48 

Hexagon with double line. Figs. 46, 4?, 48. 

Continued on following page -
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49 51 

T~ Oval Markings. Figs, 49, 50 and 51 · 

52 53 5 4 

Octagont Figso 52, 53 and 54. 

55 56 5 7 

Large Square. Figs ,; 55, 56 and 57 

59 60 

Large Circle. Figs . 58 , 59 and 60, 

Among all of these shapes, the four listed 
last are the least 'common, namely, from the 
oval down; but also among the firs t shapes 
some combinations of the i n terio r design 
are quite rare . 

TYPE VI: This type appeared on July 31 , 
1940. It cons ists of on e of the 

f ollowing lettersa A, B, C, D, E, H, M, N, 
S and T, followed by a progressive number, 
both of which are boxed in a rectangl e. 

See the illustrations of the different 
shapes of thi s t ype, according to t he lett­
ers mention ed above. Figs. 61, 2, J, u, 5, 
6, 7, 8 , 9 and 70. 

. , t> I b:l ~3 64 65_ 

Ea [M 3377] T N Bf37\ 

66 (:>1 6S 

~- 7t4] 1~ 41621 

69 70 '' 

The letter "A" i s very common and was u.sed 
with six successive numbers, the first from 
July 31s t to Oct ober, 1940t the second f rom 
th at date t o November 7, 1940, , the third 
f ro m November 7 t o 28 , 1 9 4 0 ,the fourth 
f rom t h at dat e to January ··1,· 1941, the 
f ifth from this last date to approximately 
the end of April, 1941 , The sixth, and last 
was used from !-1ay 1, to 31, 1941. 

The letter 'B" is slightly less common and 
ha's beAr used w i th five numbers from July 
31, 1 ~0 to J1.lly 2, 1941.; 

. . . 

. The f ollowing seven letters are rat her 
scarce, the mos t common among t hE!m being 
t he l etter uT", which was used with three 
numbers b etween August and November, 1940. 
The · others were used with one number each, 
Tht.; letters 'f H" and "N" are. very scarce, I 
hS:1fe only two Q! three specimens ·of each. 

As noted, ... this. type ·was discontinued about 
July 2, 1941 so it was in use for approxi­
mately eleven months, 

Thi.s type res.embles · the prev­
ious one a.s . it is c·onstituted 

by a l etter and ::;, , progresdve ·number; but , 
thes e letters are not boxed. They lie free. 

TYPE VIIs --
On the other hand, the shape of some of the 
let't 'ers · and their combinations ·with the 
numbers are visible. 

. . I . 

The letters which are fo1md in this type 
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are E, H, P, sand T. Illustrations of this DU R nEw .. IssuE sE R y I ( £ 
type are shown in Figs. 71 through 79. 

f432 £ ' 934 h 335! 

7t ?ft 73 

·-· . 

Uf052 PN!frl5 p3379 P.32.t 
74 . 75 ~ ·. 76 ·77 

s 349 

78 

T h o u g h rarely, two letters might b e · used 
si.otultaneously or the numbers might altern­
ate with the letters, these being less 
scarce. Figs. 80 through 83. __ ; 

U.4.LO 1'6438 6H.65 .· .. ~ti657 

,g~ 80 ·sr sz . .: ; 

In general t hi s t y p e was b.rst ·u s e d on 
September 9, 1940s and, in general, discon­
tinued in October, 1941 • However, the last 
shapes of the letter H, mentioned above has 
been intermittently used until the end of 
October, 1942. 

Only the letters H and S have been used in 
conjunction with numbers. 

EXHIBITIOD ROTES ... 
We have reeei ved word t h at RALPH C. TIPPER 
and DR. D. C. JORDAN in a recer.t exhibition 
at Guelph, Ontario, Canada. 
Both are contribut ors to Topics and well 
known to our readers, Tipper for his artic­
les on the N.A.A.F.I. Seals, and Jordan for 
his expert comment on unusual French postal 
obliterations and markings. 

ERNIE KEHR exhibited, by in vi ta tion in the 
Second Int ernational Airmail Exhibition, 
LUPO 72 at Lucerne, Switzerland showing his 
~gnifici~t Collection of Egyptian Airs. 

* * * 

Our NEW ISSUE SERVICE for readers of TOPICS 
is well under way. A letter from TOM OLSON, 
who has Wldertaken this ta.~~ so we can re­
ceive. n'ew ,:·issues from Ca~rq , a~\: they appear, 
at a reasonable cost advises that the orig­
inal participants to the new plan have re­
ceived their second shipment since we began 
in November. 
HERE IS THE INTE~m:3TING PART. A Collect or 
desiring mint singles only will have gott en 
all issues for a total cost of $1.54 for 19 
stamps. Blocks of Four and First Day Cov­
ers are proportionate. · 

Over the last three years we have had num­
erous complaints about the high cost of new 
issues from the dealers if the dealers 
even bothered to handle them. With Tom's 
system of multiple purchases in one order, 
the costs of mailing and registry a re paid 
pro-rata, reducing it to a bare minimum. 

For --those interested who have not taken ad­
vantage of the offer, we will print the 
the ground rules again - as follows 1 

ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO 1 

TOM OLSON .. 

1115 Keith Avenue 
Berkeley, California, 94708, u.s.A .. 

Do not send ~ur form or deposit to Topics. 
This 'will onlk delay your order. 

TOMs Send me the following NEW ISSUES of 
·Egypt, for which I enclose my dep­

as follows to apply against my order. 

S!rgle of each issuer Deposit .·~$,: 2.50 

F.D.C. of each issuer Deposit 2.50 

Blk. of 4, each issue: Deposit 1 10.00 

Othert ~--~~~~------~--------­Deposit to· be arranged 
?>. 

MY NAME IS~-----=---__...,-----­
please print 

MY ADDRESS•-------------

CITYs _________ STATE _____ _ 

COUNTRy; . Zip ___ _ 
if other than u.s. 
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Per son a I llfa .i I Via 

IDIPLOffiRTI[ POUCH 
In the January/February, 19?1 issue of Top­
ics, Vol . 3, No, 2, we ran an interesting 
article by Al Moses on the dispatch of per­
sonal mail via Diplomatic pouch . We illus­
trated a cover with Egyptian franking, can­
celled in Washington D.C., and another in 
our last issue, Both of these were posted 
by members of the Diplomatic Corps in Cairo. 
Our new reader, Vincent J. Berzinskas, has 
sent photos of the i llustrations we present 
here alon g ~~th some interesting new infor­
mation on this sub ject. 

He ·~-ras not of the Diplomatic Corps, but 
rather, the U. S. Navy, Specifically, the 
Naval Medical Research Unit #:3, stationed 
at Cairo from 1956 through late 195·~ . These 
stamps and cover's show various U ,S. cancels 
and slogans on Egyptian and UAR adhesives. 
He goes on to say that U; S. postage is now 
available to Naval personnel t h rou gh the 
Fleet Post Office, N.Y. zip code 09527. He 
says he has no idea how these covers get to 
Cairo, There is no indication on the covers 
relative to the location of this oarticular 
Zip Code. Perhaps some of our r~aders who 
are interested can fill us in. 
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