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of the Napoleonic Post in Egypt, the earliest post
to have handstamped markings. They turn up at auc-
tions only very rarely, and | know of norecent sales
for making a comparison. the cover struck with
"LE CAIRE" brought $205, and that with the strike
"ALEXANDRIE" brought $210, which prices are not
inconsistent with their rarity, but are nevertheless
surprising for being several times the last realizat-
ions that | do recall. "WAGHORN" covers are bet-
ter known and not so rare; there were two inthe Lee
sale, both of the same type, struck with "CARE OF
MR, WAGHORN ALEXANDRIA" in a straight line
The better one brought $160, the other $130. Foll-
owing this, the most expensive single item in the
sale come up;  the 1879 cover from General Charles
Gordon, posted from Massawa to Gibralter, bearing
both the circular date stamp and the intaglio seal of
of the Egyptian Post Office at Massawa (but no
stamps). This |, istoric item was lot #6 in the Byam
sale., where it brought + 80, This year itbrought $480
after brisk bidding, opening at $350.The strongreal -
izations of this group of lots, all of which were
stampless covers, reflects the greatly increased in-
terest in postal history in recent years,

A group of 23 lots of Posta Europea covers came up
next. Unfortunately, the auctioneers botched the
descriptions and interchanged Types | and II, evid-
ently by following the typographical error noted in
the Byam catalog. This did not seem to foolthe bid-
ders however, for the two examples of Alexandria
in Type I went for $13 and $12, but the fact that a
Type H Cairo went for $32.50, about four times its
real value, may have been a result of confusion. A
real Type | of Cairo (erroneously described Type Il),
sold for $50: these are, of course quite rare, and an
accurate description might have resulted in keener
competition, . Another nice item was a mixed frank-
ing cover from Cairo, struck with Type VI, bearing
French stamps, cancelled at Alexandria for the on~-
ward journey to France; it went for $52,50, Other
Posta Europea covers went for between $ 10 and $24
for the commoner towns (Mansura, Tanta, Zagozig,
Mehalla, Samanud) and at § 30 for Kafer (type
1) and $60 for Zifta (Type i1}, None of the really
scarce towns (Damiata, Damanhour, Benha, Birket
el Sab, etc.) was represented in the sale.

The handstamped franking date stamps of the Govern-
ment Post that bought out the Posta Europea and op-
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erated without stamps from April to December of
1865, were represented by three covers. An exam-
ple of Mansura in blue brought  .One from Cairo
in mixed franking with a strip of five of France 18-
62-1871 10c¢. cancelled 5080 at Alexandria sold
for $40, ond a similar cover in not quite so fine
condition but with more colorful franking (10c¢.,
20c., and 40¢.) sold for $32. These two lots were
buried in the "French Post Office" section, & their
true significance was probably not generally real-
ized. or they would have brought more competit-
ion. They were both part of the same lot in the
Byom sale (#118) which sold for 4 26 and contain-
ed several other covers as well.

The Austrian Post in Egypt was representedby three
covers from Alexandria. One franked with Lom-
bardy ~ Venetia 5s and 10s of 1864~ 1865 real~
ized $70, and one with the same rate paid by a
single 155 of the Austrian Levant 1867 issue made
$30. The most interesting of the triowasa wrapper
of a folded letter, addressed to Vienna and frank-
ed by two copies of the Austrian Levant 2s of 1867:
the reason for the 4s rate is not clear, and there

was no possible trace of any other adhesives. |t
brought $40. :

The British Post in Egypt was represented by twelve
lots. An outstanding item was an 1871 cover from
Magaga to England, franked by an Egyptian 1867
2p. and two British | d and éd stamps (Conce'l ed
BO1 at Alexandria). This was lot #820 inthe Byam
sale, where it realized £ 40; it sold in New York:
for $400. Apparently more than onebidder realiz=-
ed that mixed franking of Great Britcin and Egypt
is rare, and far more valuable than mixed franking -
with France; ltaly or Austria. "

The rare stampless frank "Paid at Suez" in crown=
ed circle, which made-80 as lot #45 in the Byam
sale, realized $550, which must bearecordforan
Egyptian stampless cover (the commoner Cairo type
realized $190). There were also three unfranked
covers sent from the British Post Office at Suez,
addressed to India. These are in a much commoner

category, and accordingly, realized from $14 to
$28.

There were twenty lots of the French Post Office
in Egypt. Apart from the two mixed frankings with
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the 1865 Egyptian Post already mentioned there was
nothing exceptional among the 15 lots of Alexand~
ria covers. What had been Byam lot #132, a cov=
er and a front from the French P,O, at Cairo, were
sold separately in this sale and realized "t 82 Com~
pared to the originalk 11. An exceptional cover
from the French P,O, at Port Said franked by sev-
en copies of the 1870-75 80c. and two copies of
the 40c., very colorful, sold for $130, even tho
it was only a front (as Byam lot #14 it originally
sold for 4 36). The best item of the French Post,
however, sold for only $40; an 1867 cover from
Suez, franked with a 20¢. French stamp and mark-
ed "AFFRANCHISSMENT INSUFFISANT", Covers
of the French P, O, ot Suez are by far the rarest of
the French Post Offices in Egypt, but the fact that
the addressee's name had been cut out reduced the
value in this instance,

The ltalian Post constituted only one lot, with three
covers: one with 20c. blue and 40c¢. rose ESTERO
stamps, and two with the 30¢c, brown. This group
was lot #203 in the Byam sale. It was sold to the
book for a surprising $160 (Byam realization £ 12).

The strongest section in the Lee sale was the essays
which made up 85 lots. To judge how well they
sold, two comparisions are possible. Those before
1920 are all priced in the Zeherispecialized cata-
log. The last (1967) edition has for some time been
at a level of pricing about 1-1/2 to 2 times auction
market level. In the Lee sale, most essays realiz-
ed full Zeheri prices, and in many instances, some
20% more. De La Rue die proofs on card went from
$35 to $60. The Jater essays and proofs may be com-
pared to the price list circulated last year by Mr,
Kassab when he broke up the enarmous collection,
said to have owned by the Kinge of Egypt; wh ich
was offered by private treaty unsuccessfully through
Robson Lowe Ltd.. by means of an elaborate bro-
chure illustrated in color. The probiem had been
to find a rich enough buyer, for the asking price
was £ 17000 ($43,000). The 1915 essay of super-
charge (Zeheri #64) brought $18. compared to the
list price of $180 for a strip of three with control.
The lovely 1921 Harrison essay for a 15m. showing
the mosque (Zeheri #65) sold for $130; it was $250
in the price list but sold for only 16 in the Byam
sale (actually, for less than that, for the lot then
included a die proof of the 15m. in the issued de-
sign, which was lotted separately in the Lee sale
and sold for $34. The many interesting essays for the
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the first Fuad issue are unpriced in Zeheri, Their re~
alization in the Lee sale varied from about half the
Kassab tist to slightly more, Even within a single es-
say design , prices were distinctly variable. The t1
essay (Zeheri # 95) in various colors made up nine lots
which brought from $17.50 to $40 each. These essays
came either mounted on o card, or on wove paper;
Lot #218 contained a surprise: essay Z - 85 on un-
watermarked poper, « variety not listed in Zeheri or
elsewhere. The two lots with the wove paper exam-
ples brought the highest prices.

An odd item, which can be considered an essay, is
the issued 5m. King Fuad stamp of 1923, overprint-
ed CANCELLED on the face, and used for experi=
ment in the manufacture and use of stamps for coil
vending machines. These are rare, for most of them
were destroyed after the experiments. Asingle exam=
ple , deeply cut into as always, realized $16, which
is cheap, for they usually sell for about $25, inspite
of the Zeheri catalog value of 250 pi. the equival -
ent of about $5.

Lot #247 in the Lee sale consisted of previously unre=-
corded proofs; the 1949 UPU commemorative 10m,
in six different trial colors on watermarked paper, |t
is believed that these were actually die proofs, and
were not cut from sheets.In any event they are app -
arently very rare, and no other examples seem to
have turned up anywhere. The lot brought $42.50.
Lot #248 was also exceptional, and consist4d of a
praviously unknown essay for a proposed commemor=-
ative for the innauguration of the Farouk 1st. Canal
in 1951, The horizontal design shows an overhead
view of a ship in the Canal, with a portrait of the
King in another color in an oval to one side.The five
different color combinations of this 10m. essay real -
ized $40, really very low. Does any reader know of
any other examples ? It is interesting to compare
the next lot, the 1957 unissued Al Azhar commem-

orative set without overprint, of which presumably
50 sets exist; it brought $77.50 (Zeheri 6400 pi. or
about $130.

THE ISSUED STAMPS

Among the issued stamps, there were only three lots
of the first issue, because the heart of this issue had
been sold previously. An outstanding item however,
was a mint block of four of the 20 para imperforate,
which sold for $155; as lot #257 in the Byam sale,
it realized + 34, and was accompanied by two im-~
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perforate singles, which were lotted separately in
the Lee sale ($30). The Second Issue was distinguish-
ed by a large number of blocks of the 10paraand 20
para. On the whole, they went cheaply at prices
close to half Scott catalog value as singles. Several
of these realized |ess than they had inthe Byamsale;
for example, lot # 265, a block of 20 of the 20 para
yellow green of 1869 sold for $105 compared to+75
in the Byam sale. The master lot of the One piaster,
with many blocks and varieties, brought only $270
compared to + 130 in the Byam sale. The 5pi. was
represented by several lots of unused singles, which
realized from $19 to $40, according to condition,
but still cheap compared to the catalog value of $95.
I do not know what the reason for ‘this slack interest
in the issued stamps may be, but perhaps it is linked
with the current great rise in popularity of essaysand
covers.

FOUR SECOND ISSUE COVERS

There were four lotsof Second Issue covers. The most
interesting was one from Cairo to Alexandria in No-
vember, 1867, franked at the correct rate of 1 pi.
made up in a most unusual way by two pairs of the 5
para and a 20 para. There were many rumors about
high bids for this item, but in the event, it sold for
$45; Byam+17. A similar cover franked with two
copies of the 20 para made $32.50, and one franked
with a single of the 2 pi. made $21. The fourth co-
ver was a triple rate letter from Cairo to Alexandria
franked by a 2pi. and two copies of the 20 para; it
realized $47.50 (Byam lot # 818, £10-1/2).

(To be concluded in our next issue).

WILILIAM A , FOX AUCTION WILL
FEATURE SPECIALRZED EGYPT

On August 23/24, 1972, a very fine collection com-
posed of 12 lots of Posta Europea covers, The foreign
post offices in Egypt, fumigated covers and no less
than 23 lots of 19th Century Egypt on cover with the
highlight a copy of Zeh. #2, the 10 para brownwith
postmark ~ 1 JAN 1866 ~ A FIRST DAY COVER.

The remainder consists of 150 lots of 19th and 20th
Century material of quality. A fine representation
of the first, second and third issues, the De La Rue's

and many of the errors and varieties of the Twentieth

Century, i.e., Port Fuad's complete on cover, etc.
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LITERATURE CRITIQUE

At hand are Nos. 1 and 2 of a sparkiing new pub-
lication entitled "JOURNAL OF ARABIAN PHIL-
ATELY", professionally produced with an excel-
lent format, crisp photos and authoritative text.

EGYPTIAN TOPICS

Its primary sphere of coverage is, in the opinion of
its editor, Mervin Chaplin, composed of four sec~
tions: Saudi Arabia, Yemen Arab Republic, Yem-
en, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah, Umm-al-Qiwain, Ajman & Fujeira. NOT
inclusive is: Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, Jordan or lraq.

The lead article in No. 1 is entitled "White Wash~
ing The Black Blots". While the editor does not con=
done all of the stamp issuing count ies of the Arab-
ian Sheikdoms, he does go into considerable detail
relative to those who do actually do have o use
for postage stamps. He takes the philatelic press to
task for its lack of knowledge and/or understanding
in its coverage and use of such unrespected termsas
"gaudy wallpaper, garbage, labels, and so-called
souvenir sheets". We have no quarrel with his opin=
ions, rather we simply review them for your con -
sideration. ‘

In Nos. 1 & 2 such titles appear as: What's Going
on in Yemen, Mosques, The Abd-Al-Hoax, & Post
Offices in No Man's Land; Eye onthe Arab World,
Yemen, Separating Sheep from Goats, and TUT'S
TREASURES plus a host of other interesting features.

If the first two editions we have seen are any indi-
cation we believe that, in time, this journal will
become a valuable reference work for all the serious
collectors of this area. Editor Chaplin calls 'em as
he sees 'em and if they have a pasting coming, they
get it. On the other hand there is a lot to be said
on the plus side for any stamp issuing country and
herein lies the merit - separating the wheat from
the chaff. He takes a realistic approach where so
many others have issued blanket condemnations, to
the end that a great deal of philatelic study is nec~
essary to bring it into proper perspective.

Annual subscription is $3.50 U.,S.and Canada. Air
mail to foreign countries is $6.00. Write to Chap-
lin Editorial Services, P. O. Box f 694, Sidney,
Ohio, 45365. Hurry if you wishto get in on No. 1
already in short supply.,
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PART | OF A TWO PART ARTICLE

Mr. Forsher is an acknowledged expert on philately
of the Middle East and the Holy land. He has gone
into considerable detail necessitating two segments
on Arab Propaganda. He plans to cover the propa -
ganda on the stamps of Israel in a later article.

He is one of Egyptian Topics earliest subscribers and
the author of numerous philatelic books and articles,

the latest, his book "MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD

It is in the nature of the true philatelist to look for
the unusual and to become absorbed and fascinated
by ideas which have remained obscure to the major-
ity of collectors, and are unknown toalmostall non-
collectors of postage stamps. The propaganda stamps
of the Arab world, and in particular the propaganda
stamps of the Arab militant movements, are a good
example of this type of material. Although some of
them may cause a sickening feeling in your stomach
just by looking at them, nevertheless they document
the aims, the thoughts and the ambitions of a large
group of Palestinian Arabs, most of whom live out~
side Israel, and in a world of frustation and hate.

Propaganda has been used, and misused for generat-

ions to influence the opinionsof the free world,Be-
fore World War 1l, the Nazis exploited the use of
propaganda in the most shameful manner ever de-
vised by a nation of intelligent people. Newspap-
ers, news broadcasts, even postalcancellationslo=
gans, and of course, stamp designs, were bent
into the thoughts of the vile Minister of Propagan-
da, Dr. Goebbels, and fed to Germans and non-
Germans alike.

The propaganda efforts of the Arabs, as far as ad~
hesive labels are concerned, can be traced back to
the early days of the British Mandate Palestine. In
the early 1920's when , the Jewish immigration be-
gan to Palestine it was relatively unrestricted and
numerous Arabs were attracted fo settle there. They
were attracted in part by the prospect of finding a
good paying job in a land which expanded rapidly
after centuries of administrative neglect through
British and American money, which was pumped in
to Palestine in an unprecedented manner, They were
also prodded to go there by certain interests which
were concerned about the possibility of seeing the
Arabs outnumbered by a modern Jewish population,
and, while the Jewish propaganda labels, issued by

(Continued on the following page";b'
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ARAB PROPAGANDA (Continued from preceding page)

the Jewish National Fund, were printed primarily
to raise the money to buy land in Palestine from the
absentee Arab owners. These labels served only fo
stimulate the Arabs into thinking that Palestine was
only for the Arabs. The lobels shown here, - issued
in two colors in 1926, was released in three de-
nominations, 1, 2 and 5 m»lls (the 5 mill is illus-
trated below). Flg I.

HMESHNEFOR HEARABS%

Figis. 1. Label issued in 1926

It depicts the Mosque of Omar and the Church of
the Holy Sepuicher; the latter evidently seiected
in consideration that many Arabs of Palesfine were
Christian, not Moslems. The sale of the labels ben-
efitted an alleged Arab terrorist Organization un-
der the spiritual leadership of Haj Amin el-Hussei~
ni, who had been appointed by the British Man-
date Government as the Mufti of Jerusalem,

Egyptian propaganda on stamps began on May 15,
1948. On this date the Egyptian Postal Administro-
tionissued a single commemorative stamp showing
Egyptians on the march to Palestine. The City of
Gaza, which had been selected as the main base
of Egyptian operations, is well identified on the
stamp. Later on, this stamp was used as the Egypt~-
ian argument that the army had only Gaza'soccu-
pation as their main objective., This propaganda is
refuted by the fact that post offices were establish-
ed as far North as Bethlehem, and that the battle
plans allegedly called for a complete occupation
of the territory of Palestine.

Most of the other Arab nations have followed suit
in showing one, or several designs on their postal
issues which discredit Israel in one way oranother,
Unfortunately it is not possible in the short space of
an article to list in detail all of the adhesives or to

offer complex descriptions or explanations of all of
the designs. Many of them were propaganda. labels
issued by several of the terrorist iovements.and are
unrecorded. Some are probably not even known to
serious philatelic researchers. All this article can
hope to accomplish is to offer some examples and tfo
give some thought to the organization of any collec~
tion concerned with Arab propaganda.

Fig. 2 (Scott #271 and
Zeheri # 103, issued to
‘commemcrate the Arri-

 val of Egyptian Troops
at Goza on Muy 15,
1948,

Heavy fighting contin-
uved there until January
1949 at which time a
truce was registered
under the sponsorship
of the United Nations,

10 mills denomination.
green, photogravure pro-
cess. Total printing was

449,752,

BOSTES
101
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Royal printing exists.

Almost all of the Arab countries have issued, and
some contfinue to issue commemoratives on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of the "MASSACRE OF DEIR
YASSIN®, One of ‘the popular designs used in this
connection is a dagger, drippingwithblood,sticking
in a map, the shape of which represents the British
Mandate Palestine. (See Fig. 3 below). As an ex-
ample, the State of Ku~
wait issued two such
stamps with the Arab-
English caption "Twen-
tieth Anniversary of the
cruel aggression and
massacre of Deir Yassin
in Arab Palestine".

Deir Yassin is a small
village just outside of
Jerusalem. On April 9,
1948 it became the scene
of one of the many tra-
gedies that took place in

9 4 1338

R
Vl IL/’ Hi”c/}
MASSACRE OF DEIR YASSIN
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the epic struggle in the Holy Land prior to, and
after the Proclamation of the State of Israel .

Some of the propaganda stamps, notably the com~
memorative 10 mills stamp of Egypt (Scott # 389 -
Zeheri # 151) which shows the defense of Port Said
are almost hilarious in the way the design supports
pure fiction. This stamp shows three members of the
Egyptian army (one female following two male sol-
diers) rushing to the seaside where a ship is seen
blowing up in the background with numercus para-
troopers silently descending into the sea, quite ob~
viously to their deaths. If this attack had been
staged as designed on the stamp perhaps the Egypt=
ians could have relaxed in the manner shown, just
storming out of nowhere to put the Coup de grace
to the enemy. In reality it happened quite differ~
ently. This was a joint British-French~lsraeli op -
eration. The British and the Frenchwere determin~
ed fo get back "their” beloved Suez Canal, expro-
priated by Nasser. In a secret allinn- >, the State

of Israel was offered the Sinai up to 10 kilometers
from the Suez. The military action went as plan-
ned. The British=French amphibious Forces arrived
and accepted Port Said, while the Israelis were
racing across the Sinai. Unfortunately for lsrael,
the diplomatic action fared only half as well. The
United Nations condemned the matter, and in fact
forced the British and the French to reconsider the
whole plan of aggression, and to hand over the fruits
of their victory to an impartial U,N. military team.
Thus, while the action depicted on stamp actually
took place, the three Egyptians shown were act-
vally running, but in the opposite direction.So, it
took the. genius of a Nasser to reverse the situation
and to turn what the world would normally consider
a defeat, into a brilliant military victory for the
glory of Egypt.

The SIX DAY WAR of 1967 found its reflection on
a series of postage stamps issued by the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. The series consists of no less
than 30 denominations, from | fil to 30fils, which
show scenes of destruction left as the aftermath of
this war. None of the sites are identified but some
moy be easily recognized; for instance, the Mos-
que of Omar, shown on the 3fils stamp, the struct-
ure of the Allenby Bridge over the river Jordan, as
shown on the 19fils stamp and the courtyard of the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on the 16 fils
emission.
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Naturally these stamps do not show destruction on
the [sraeli side, such as the Dome of the Church of
Dormition or the structures of Talpiot and Mea
Shenrim. Their English title: Tragedy in the

Holy Land, is certainly appropriate.

Best known of all of the propaganda stamps is that
of Egypt, the 10 mills stamp of June 1967 depict-
ing a jubilant Nasser in front of a crowd, with the
State of Israel burning in the background. This, in=
cidently, is one of the very few documentations, if
one is permitted to consider a postage stamp as doc~-
umentation, which shows that Egypt did recognize
the State of Israel in the shape it existed until the
Six Day War. The release of this stamp refutesany
Arab claims that the 1967 War was plotted and be-
gun by the Israelis. We believe the order for the
design for this stamp was given as early as April,
1967, and that the stamp itself was ready for issue
on June 22, 1967, perhaps sooner.

Fig. S

Again, the design contrasts with the real situation,
the total destruction of the Egyptian army inthe
Sinai Desert and the destruction of 80% of the
Egyptian Air Force on the ground of various mili-
tary airfields in Egypt. Nasser then blamed his de-
feat on American Forces who, allegedly interfered
with his operation, The stamps seem to say: " If
these damn Yankees had not interfered we would
have eradicated Israel forever", The tragedy is the
fact that many Arabs “elieve this although the all-
egation is completely unfounded.

(To be concluded jn our next issue)

Qur final segment will also depict some of the lab-
els used by the AL - Fatah and others.
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The new Zeheri Gatalog”

The 1972 ZEHERI CATALOG, due off the presses in Cairo this summer, should soon be available, If it
is like the 1967 edition, it will be published as o paperback, but again | have ordered a quantity to be
hardbound and shipped to me by sea post. These should be available in the U,S.A. very soon, oi $§10per

copy, postpaid.

To those ordering the new Zeheri from me, | can offer the following publications as well, subject unsold:

The Zeheri catalog, 1960 edition, paperbound, v.f. $2.00
The Albani ~ Zeitoun catalog of Egypt (1948), paperbound, f. 6.00
The Interpostals of Egypt (1962), by E. A, Kehr 2,25
Stamps of Egypt 1952 - 1957 (1957), by The Egyptian Postal Administration .50

Egypt (1950), A National Philatelic Museum publication
Commemorative Stamps of Egypt (1938), by E. A, Kehr

2

1
The Twentieth Century Stamps of Egypt (1938), by E. A, Kehr ]
Egypf and Sudan, an illustrated price list (1919), Eugene Klein 2.
The %fcmps of ____Egypf (1915), byR. E, R, Dalwick 2,

4970 DESMOND, OAKLAND, CALIF, 24618
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HERE MEAN PROFIT
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There is never a charge for WANTE or OFYERS

listed for our readers in Egyrption Topics.
% 3 »* 5

Control (plate) Blocks WANTED - For Zeheri Nos.
229, 230, 232, 250, 267, 268, and Palestine Zeh.
Nos. 53, 54, 55, 56 and 68. Write R, Tuckman,
12 Hyde Park St., London W2 2TN, ENGLAND,

WANTED - Postal History as covers: To er from Pal -
estine (Egypt, Palestine, U.A R,).P,O.W.covers
Turkish Offices in the Holyland. War covers 1948
1956 = 1967 and related material . Send details to
R. J. Cohen, P.O, Box 162, Parkchester Station
Bronx, New York, 10462 .

WANTED - Specialist Material, the French Offices

in Egypt, on or off cover. What do you have ?
Ken Pierce, c/o City of Hope Medical Center,
1500 E. Duarte Road, Duarte, California, 91010

WANTED - R,A.F. labels issued for the Air Meet-~

ing in 1934: Also a Graf Zeppelin Suez cancellat-
ion on card or cover. Need the EEF cancels - all 3
types too | If you can help, write to Dr. A, Win-
ter, 45, Rue Carves, 92 Montrouge, France. . .

WANTED - Airmail Control Blocks., Zeheri Nos. 36

to 47, the issue of 19 Feb., 1947 showing the Dak~

ota plane over the Delta Barrage. Bill Hill, 7743
Naniamo St., Vancouver, B, C,, Canada,

WANTED - Odd lots, album pagesor accumulation
of Egypt - U,A.R, - Sudan. Describe andsend the
price. Charles W, Mayer, 1927 Wakefield Drive,
Nashville, Tennessee, 37215

WANTED - Clean unused Egyptian Postal Station-

ery. If you can help write to Tom Homa and tell
him what you have. 18050 Lake Shore Blvd., Apt.
#304, Cleveland, Ohio, 44119




