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THE SAVOY . HOTEL AT CAIRO 

SAVOY HOTEL CAIRO ABOUT 1912 

Loc.ated in the center of the city, it was open-
-ed around November 1898 but was rather short 
lived, closing in 1914 due to the occupation of 
the British Army when the structure was estab­
lished as their headquarters . 

After World War I it was not re-opened. Instead 
it was demolished and replaced by on income 
property building. However, it was owned by 
the same company as that of the CONTINENT-
AL HOTEL. 

TRAVEL AGENTS 

THOS. COOK & SON AT CAIRO 

Located in o special hotel of the British Consul­
ate just next to Shepheard's Hotel, it was open­
ed around the end of 1864 6 n d disappeared on 
JanuCN"y 26, 1952 during the riots when a great 
number of buildings in Cairo were burned dawn. 

Special post offices opened in November, 1894 
and disappeared when the building burned on Jan. 
26, 1 9 52. 

:t ·I 

The name was retained and added to thh !·ot­
ter to make it the 11 CONTINENTAL SAVOY"-. 

Special Post Office opened on November First, 
of 1898 and dosed in March or April, 1914. 

No. Diam. first Last No. seen - -1 32 30.12. 98 21.11.99 3 
2 27 14. 3.00 5. 8.10 34 
3 26-27 -. 4.01 -.11.13 _ 13 
4 26 -.-.09 2.11.13 8 

3 
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7 

lO 

"OFFICES OF THE AGENT" 
11THOS. COOK & SON" at Cairo about 
1912. This building was previously the 
headquarters of the Consulate of Greot 
Britain at Cairo. 

Note No. 8, above. This was drawn after a description, 
not necessarily identical to the original 1 however 1 • this 
wil! aid in visual izing its appearance. 

No. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Diameter 
in mm. 

31 

28 

26 

28-29 

33 

20 

29 

29 

29 

29-30 

First Last 
Dote reported 

18. 1.95 6.4.09 

5. 4.03 22.4.05 

.5. 6.09 30.9.29 

18. 4 . 33 ---
13.11.43 26.5.51 

29.11.24 -.-.-
6. 3.3? -- -. . 

-.-.10 21.6.11 

3. 3.16 28.3.31* 

14. 1.35 6.5.47 

SEMIRAMIS HOTEL IN CAIRO 

Was probably opened about 1907; located along 
the banks of the Nile River 1 it has long been the 
most luxurious establishment in Cairo 

Number of Comments 
Specimens seen 

23 

8 

19 

1 

9 

1 Cashier's Postmark 

1 Cashier's Postmark 

2 Registration Postmark - Package 

2 As above - in violet 

9 As above - in black 

The special post office was probably opened in 
November - December I 1907 and closed in April 
1910 when it was replaced by a public post 
office ;pcated near by. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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REPUBLIC of s·u n- ~r~n 
·.::.:,_.. : 

I ' • ' • 

FOUNDING CONGRESS OF THE SUDANESE SOCIALIST UNt'G'N - .JANUARY l 97 2 

Dote of Issue: 
Denominations: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheet: 
Colors: 2 pt. 

4 pt. 

15 October, 1972 
2, 4 and 10-1/2 Piostres 

Emblem of the Repu bl ic 
Emblem of the Congre ss 

42 x 25 mm . 
50 Stamps (1 0 x 5) 

Medium blue, yellow, 
· black and white 
Rose lilac 1 ye llow, 

10-1/ 2 pt. 
black. and White 

Lime green, ye ! low 1 

black and white 
Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

Unwatermarked 
Rotogra vu re - Postal Pr int­

House - A .R . Egypt 
Unl isted 

FOR NEW ISSUES SEND ORDERS TO: 

"" SUDAN 

Dfl 

SUDAN 

Oli 

SUDAN 

. : } 

Director of Posts and T el egrophs 
Philatelic Section 

Set ofthree: U.S. 50~ + 47<;Post&Reg. U.K. 20p. + 19p. 

Khartoum, Sudan 

MORE ON THE LITTLE PUBLICIZE D "HIRSCHAUER" MISSION - 1926 

i~., ,. . MORAN E.-5 \ (.: L··-n ER tvpc 122 . G:-...... 1 Tu ur; . me" 
d e ~~ i . , ,,, io>; r HlR~C l l.1.l '. 

The front of a se cond (of l 0) cards fl own fr om Cairo to Beirut showing the plane. 
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At right: THE SEMIRAMIS HOTEL ABOUT 1956 

No. 

2 

3 

Diameter 
in mm. 

30-31 

28 

26 

First Last 
Date reported 

25 ;1 .na 5.2.08 

-.2~07 ll.2.09 

7.2.10 BA.w 

3 

Number of 
specimens seen 

2 

4 

6 

HELIOPOUS PALACE HOTEL AT HELIOPOUS NEAR CAIRO 

2 

Inaugurated in 1909-1910, it has· always been 
one of the greatest arid most luxurious hotels 
in the world 

lt was. forced to close down suddenly in Oct-

·\\ 

{ t • 
;f.. • .. ~ 
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Comments 

ober 1958 when the Egyptian authorities deci- HELIOPOLIS PALACE HOTEL ABOUT 1911 
ded to acquir~ the building for the establish -
ment of the headquarters of the new Central Government ofthe U.A.R. in that location. 

A post office was apparently opened in 1955 and closed on October 25, 1958. 

No. 

No. 2 

Diameter in mms. 35 First: 8.10.55 Last: 
If 11 11 35 " 1.10.55 

THE NILE HILTON HOTEL IN CAIRO 

Inaugurated on February 22, 1959, it is situ­
ated on the banks of the Nile, not very far 
from the Egyptian Museum. This hotel is the 
lost to ho ve a special post office which open­
ed the some day os its i nouguration. 

11 1.4.57 

No. seen 
11 11 

Cashiers Postmark 

3 Registered Traffic 

UAR WJ~;;.,.,...,,II;.;n/ff ...,., 
... ~ -----... --..... _ ----- · !I!!!!!:.~· I lib 
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THE NEW NILE HILTON HOTEL IN CAIRO (Continued) 

No. 

Diameter in mms. . 34 

First date· known: 22 . Febr., 1959 

Last date known:: · First day ·of use 

No. 2 

Diameter in mms. 34 

First date known: -- Dec., 1962 

Last date known: 9 June, ~963 * 
Still in use. 

No. of specimens seen: 4 

No. 3 

Meter Cancellation 

Example shows date: 11 Nov., 1963 

No. of specimens seen: 

Used by the hotel administrator 

l 2 

UPPER EGYPT 

VISIT EGYPT-•-Of-­•• cx.~:x.~ 

=I~ 11 63: CAIRO"'~' ::: 

THE LUXOR HOTEL AT LUXOR 

Probably opened in 1893; building still exists at 
this writing. 

Special '·post · office opened in November 1893and 
apparently closed in April 1909 due to the con­
struction of the Winter Palace Hotel belonging to 
the same company, which is more luxurious. 

No. Diam, 30 mm. First: 5. 1. 94 
14 seEm. Last: 25.1.01 Also in blue. 

No. 2 Diam. 27-28 First: 19.2.01 Last: 5.1.09 No. of specimens seen: 36 

(To be concluded in our next issue) 

I l . ·'. 
·~ 

1111 ... 
'OSJI~ 

2 
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• tn the new 
E DYPI 

In the 1973 edition of the Scott catalog, 
Egypt and UAR have been brought togeth­
er under one heading - - EGYPT - in 
recognition of the official ·change of the 
name of the country to ARAB REPUBLIC 
OF EGYPT. This move has made it neces­
sary to renumber all of the of the U .A .R. 
stamps, and at the same ti1.1e, some need­
ed improvements in the pre- U .A .R. sect­
ion have been made. Finally, with the new 
arrangement of Scott in three volumes; _, in­
stead of two, Egypt has moved out of the 
British Commonwealth section, and is now 
to be found in Volume 11. This is an impor­
tant year for col lectors of Egyptian stamps 
to get a new Scott. 

Let us I ook at the number changes. They 
begin with the Third Issue, where numbers 
16 through 25 ha v e been changed to 19 
through 25, thus closing up the gaps form­
er! y caused by the missi·ng numbers 17, 19 
and 21. There thus remains a gap between 
the Second and Third issues of three numb­
ers; perhaps the editors have t e n t a t i v e 
plans to utilize these for other changes 
later on, but inasmuch as the Second issue 
still has gaps (Numbers 10 and 12 are not 
utilized), it is hard to guess what these 
might be. Numbers 27 through 102 are un­
changed, but the gap between old numbers 
1 02 and 104 has been removed by renumb­
ering the One Pound of 1924 fro m 1 04 to 
103. 

The ne~t change i n v o I v e s numbers 193 
through 216A whichhave been changed 
to 191 through 2 16 by closing up gaps and 
eliminating the makeshift numbers 212Band 
216A. The First Republic Issue has .be..e.o 
similarly tadied up; former numbers 332 A 

SCOTT 
catalog 
R ·major Change 

through 338 have become 333 through 340. Finally, 
367 through 371 A have been changed to 366 through 
371. These changes, by no means, clean up a 11 of 
the messy places {for example, 360A through 362 D) 
but it is a good start. 

The issues of the UAR ore now numbered os a contin­
uation of Egypt, but they begin with number 436 (for­
mer! y UA T No. 1), I ea vi ng a gap of 17 numbers be­
tween Egypt and the UAR. This is cl early deliberate~ 
and suggests that the editors have made room for a 
possbile sweeping renumbering of Egypt at some future 
time, when it may be possible to make more drastic 
improvements, particularly in the unwieldly Third Is­
sue. From No. 436 to the end, the numbers are now 
continuous, without either gaps or "A" numbers.Op­
portunity has been taken to put former No. H 1 among 
the regular issues where it belongs (it is now No.460). 
This stamps was in no way a special service issue, 
but merely a provisional to provide for a rate change 
and was soon succeeded by a definitive (new No.486} 
of the same face va lue and identical inscription. The 
same provisional overprinted for Palestine, former I y 
NHl 1 is now N 72 . 

There are some changes among the airmails, in order 
to e l iminate an "A" number, but otherwise, the var­
ious special service issues of the UAR have simply 
been numbered so as to continue where those of Egypt 
left off. 

There are also some new listings. At least, the 1872 
5 piastre tete beche has been listed properly as No. 

{Continued on following page) 
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EGYPT IN THE NEW SCOTT CATALOG -- A MAJOR CHANGE 

25 i 1 right after No. 2.51 instead of erroneously 
after No. 25 b, · the 1874 stomp. A note has been 
added below the ''Egypt, Tomb of the Aggressors" 
set, mentioning that the lOm. rose (No. 400} 
exists with the old "Crown and Arabic 11 F11 water 
mark {a scarce error I isted io Zeheri). Some of 
the part-perforated varieties of the earfy postcige 
dues have been deleted (J4a, J7a, J 14b), s t i 11 
none of the known, legitimate perforation errors 
have been added • . In generalr the,listing· of per­
foration gauges has been revised throughout Egypt, 
according to the study recently mode by George 
Houston in Australia. . 

There has been very I ittle change in prices, and 
in fact, most of the early issues have been un­
altered for several years. A price has at I as t 
been given to the unused 1 pt. I ithographed perf. 
13-1/4 of 1872 )22n); it it now $125.00, which 

A comparison with the new Zeheri quickly reveals 
that there are dozens of varieties, particularly im­
perforates, that ore not listed in Scott. The edit­
ors of Scott ore quite conservative in adding new 
varieties to the cotalog, and they apparently need 
some indication of legitima·cy as an issued stomp, 
more than just proof of existence. Zeheri, on the 
other hand, is rather liberal, and appears to I ist 
any variety that is known to exist. As a result, 
many imperforate proofs ore I isted in Zeheri, but 
not in Scott. Presumably, according to these pol­
icies, th newly discovered imperforates of some 
of the De La Rue sphinxes, and early postage dues 
and officiats- printed by De La Rue, will eventu­
ally be listed in Zeheri; but since their status is 
clearly that ofunissued proofs, · we should not ex­
pect to see them in Scott. (This fact does not ol ter 
their intrinsic value, of course.}. 

seems low in relation to the real rarity of this Not everyone will be pleased to see Egypt moved 
variety. The biggest rise is recorded forthe 1879 out of the British section of the cotolog1 particui­
Provisional, 10pa. on 2pt., tete beche, which arlydeolers, who tell methotitisboundtocouse 
is now $750.00. The companion5po.on2-1/2pt. odropintheirpopulority. However, Gibbons 
tete beche remains the most expensive I isted item made this move many years ago, and it was inevi­
in Egypt at $1500.00. There ore o few rises in · table. The strength of the scarcer varieties . of 
the 1879 De La Rue sphinxes, but the later issues Egypt, particularly of the classic period, in the 
are quite static. Among the semi-postols, the Boy recent auction market is unl·ikely to· be effected, 
Scout Jamboree souvenir sheets are now priced as the demand for these is international; and it 
($150.00:.eoch), although they ore not given a i's good to see Scott giving some attention to 
catolog number. The postage due 5 pt. gray of Egypt, and we should all welcome the improve-
1888 has been jumped from $42.50 to $50unused ments, while hoping for. still greote'r ones to 
while the variety with period after PIASTRES has come. 
been moved .from $55 to $75, a remarkable jump -INI-IE\W--11-IUJ-·IL-IL-IE-lf-. -UINI--S-. _IF_IEA_li"_IUJ_Il_IE_. _IJ)_IE_S_D_G_INI_ 
for a postage due stamp, However, the poor ne­
glected 2 m. of 1889 bisected s t i 11 remains at 
$2.50 on cover ! If anyone i s w i 11 i ng to offer 
me a genuine example of this variety, I will 
gladly PaY five times · this ridiculous Scott price. 

Most progressive philatelic ogencies ,publish regu­
lar new issue bulletins. Most are excellent while 
only a few ar.e fair. The better ones are bi-lingu-
al and always with a wealth of information . about 
the forthcoming issue. 

The Military Stamps section still does not list the We have long believed that the bulletins of the 
British Forces stamps, although they were ident.;.. Egyptian Philatelic Agency rank a m on g the, 
ical in purpose and validity to the stomps listed best, and we hove seen many. They are always 
os M 1-4. A new stamp, the 1971 10m. is list- English, French and Arabic, usually in colorwith 
ed os MS; this is not quite proper as it is a storrp the full story behin:l the issue and pertinent facts. 
with an entirely different function. Stomps M l-4 with one glaring exception. THE DESIGNER HAS 
were for use on mail from soldiers, whereas M-5 NEVER BEEN LISTED I Now, at long last, this 
was for use by civilio~n letters written to sol- has been remedied. With the lost two bulletins re­
diers. The scarcity of the 3m. Forouk Army Post ceived the names of the designers are prominently, 
is not recognized yet in used condition, but per- · !:isted. We know the many who have written to us 
hops that is just as well, for cancelled to order about this will be pleased. 
specimens ore fairly common. * * * 
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1118 REPUBLIC Of EGYPT 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECit'HERING OF THE HIEROGLYPHIC LANGUAGE 

THE ROSETTA STONE is considered. the key to the Hieroglyphic language. Discovered in 1799, 
it 'proved to be the key that unlocked the quandary of the centuries. The stone itself is a piece of 
basalt about 113 cm. x 75.5 cm. x 27.5 cm., broken and domaged. The inscriptions, covering 
the smooth side, consist of 100 lines: in the ancient Egyptian, 14 are Hieroglyphic, 32 Demotic -
54 in Greek, ·all of which have identical meanings. Champollion, in 1821, succeeded in deciph .... 
ering these ancient languages by comparison. France has also issued a commemorative in his honor. 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Perforation: 
Sheets: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

16 October, 1972 
110 Mills 

IBRAHIM EL TAHTAWI 
A I i keness of the Egyptologist, 
Jean Francois Champoll ion be­
side the Rosetta Stone. Back­
ground is a cartouche repeated. 

50 x 30 mm. 
11.5 

50 Stamps (5 x 1 O) 
Bluish- green, deep gray and 
background in gold on white 

Multiple Eagle 
Rotogravure by Postal Printing 
House in the A. R. Egypt. 

250,000 Stamps 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 

DENOMINATIONS: 

DATE OF ISSUE: 

DESIGNERS: 

(1) 10 Mills 
(2) 20 Mills 
(3) 30 Mills 
(4) 55 Mills 

DESIGNS: 

S. SABER 
R. SAMI 
MOMTAZ RAIF 
IBRAHIM EL TAHTAWI 

(1) Tuberculosis Diseases, XIVth Regional Conf. 
(2) Heart Diseases, World Health Organization 
(3) Refugees, To make the world conscious 
(4) Safe- Guarding the Temples of Philae 

PERFORATION: 11-1/...2 WATERMARK: Multiple Eagle 

24 October, 1972 

DIMENSIONS: 

40 x 40 mm. 
25 x 42 mm. 
50 x 30 mm. 
40 x 40 mm. 

SHEETS: 

25 Stamps - ( 5 x 7 ) 
50 Stamps - (10 x 5 ) 
50 Stamps - ( 5 x 10) 
35 Stamps - ( 5 x 7 ) 

COLORS (1) 10 m. Red, blue, pale orange-brown & deep orange-brown 
and (2) 20 m. Three shades of green, yellow, black and white 

QUANTITY (3) 30 m. Blue, pale blue, purple, lavender and white 
(4) 55 m. Deep orange-brown, blue-green, gold & white 

PRINTING: 
(1) 1,000,000 Stamps 
(2) 1, 000,000 Stamps 
(3) 400,000 Stamps 
(4) 400,000 Stamps 
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UNITED NATIONS DAY (Data on previous page) 

THE FESTIVAL STAMP --- 1 972 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 
Dimensions: 
Perforations: 
Sheets 
Colors: 
Watermark: 

~ November 1 1972 
10 Mills 

IBRAHIM EL TAHTAWI 
An Egyptian Flower 

25 x 30 mm. 
11.5 

100 Stamps ' (10 x 10) 
Pale yellow, green and orchid 

Multiple Eagle 
Printing 
Quantity printed: 

Rotogravure postal Printing House in the Arab Republic of Egypt. 
Quantities are not I isted for Festival stamps and definitives. 

ADDITIONAL ~ DEFINITIVES 

Date of Issue: 1 October, 1972 
Denominations: 100 and 200 Mills 
Design: 100 m. The Citadel 

200 m. Egyptian Mask Unidentified 
Dimensions: 100 m. 25 x 31 mm. 

200 m. 40 x 40 mm. 
Sheet: 35 Stamps (7 x 5) 
Colors: 100 m. Medium blue, Midnight blue 

200 m. 

Watermark and Printing 

and burnt orange 
Gray-beige, pale green 

kelly green, white 
As above 

Quantity is not I isted for definitives. 

SOME "UNPUBLISHED" DISCOVERIES •. 

Cont. from preceding page - coliJrnn 2) 

3) WATER.IMRKS - There appears to be two diff­
erent Size Watermarks; one is Small 1 the Ofher a 
larger type. Whether this is due to different types 
of paper used, I cannot as yet say. These two vary­
ing types of watermarks also appear in the Harrison 
pictorials and crown overprints. The larger type 
watermark seems to be the scarcer one. Neither the 
controls nor the postmarks give any lead to the. pre­
ponderance of one or the other in any given period. 
Here, it is perhaps, interesting to note that the pa­
per used for the Geographical Congress, S.G. Nos. 
123/ 125, the last issue with the MULTIPLE CRE­
SCENT & STAR WATERMARK shows a remarkably 
different watermark from the Harrison printings. 

* * * 
WHITTAKER•S 11 EGYPT" IQ !!£ SOLD • 

The following items are available: 

Most miniature sheets & First Day Covers. 
All issues -almost complete MINT+ cont. blocks. 
All issues -almost complete in USED condition. 
Collections of embossed covers, forgeries, 1874 -
1869, Postage Dues, etc. Write now for details 
JOHN HARVEY, 327 Masters Rd. Victoria, B.C. 


