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Spring again and with it comes the finale to the 
1972-1973 Exhibition Season, while most of the 
major Auction houses ore winding down until Fall 
and the arrival of the new catalogs. 

lt has not been an idle season for Topics. We have 
endeavored to bring you items. of lasting import on 
a variety of subjects that will provide useful data 
in years to come. While we may not be a "slick" 
in the printing category 1 we feel that content i s 
the oU-irnportont item and our efforts are direct­
ed toward this continuing goal. Our next effort 
for May/ June should be no exception. 

We wilf conclude the fine study by lbrahim Cho­
ftar; a complete review of the Bi!len!s sale by Dr. 
Pe~er A .S. Smith along with some new additions 
to the perfins study by Dr. Winter . 

You will note o lack of new issues in this number 
due, not to our neglect, but rather the lack of 
emissions from Cairo in the post few weeks. How­
ever, don't despair 1 those of you eager! y await­
ing the Cairo post. Four new items are already 
scheduled i.e., the Cairo lnterfair due sometime 
late in Marchi a 20 mii stamp for Family Planning 
and a 30 mil value for Telecommunications. Air­
mail will be represented by a 110 mil. commem­
orative of the Son et lumiere, Karnak Temples. 

Back to our next issue, we also have an interest ­
ing story on the wreck of the S .S. CAIRO, doom­
ed too watery grave in 1905 illustrated wi th two 
of these rare covers} Dr. Winter, of course. Pet­
er Fe I tus has promised another of his all-too-rare 
articles on the fiscals and revenues. 

As we go to press Robsan Lowe has just completed 
two fine sales of Egyptian mat-erial and one, that 
of Mr. George Gouges, had to be a rare treat for 
many. Hopefully, someone will be able to give us 
a recap for our next issue. 

And finally, a note on our own auction. All of 
the old auction remnants have been cl ea red and 
a new auction is planned. Tentatively scheduled 
to begin in the Fall, it will be conducted by Mr. 
Peter Feltus, well known to most of us, when he 
returns from a trip to Hong Kong this summer. 

HAVE A PLEASANT SPRING ! 
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j The author, well known to 
, devotees of Egyptian phila-
; tely the world over is asso-
1 ciated with The Academy of 
1 Philately in Paris as a mem­
: ber correspondent. 

.. lllll N 0 NI I s·· 
When visiting "PHILYMPIA '7011 in Lond o n, my 
attention was drawn - amongst so many wonderful 
items presented in the "Egyptian Section" by a let­
ter sent from Paris to Cairo by "BALLON MONTE" 
in 1870, during the "Siege Qf Paris". 

lt was then that I decided to try to record all of 
the known similar items (letters} addressed to Egypt 
and sincere ly, it is not an easy task, because such 
items are not plentiful and their owners a re not easy 
to di scover. 

Further, the editor of Egyptian T epics has recently 

1 
informed me that he had acquired for his Egyptian 
airmail collection, a "Ballon Monte" letter address­
ed to Alexandria. This decided me to present im­
mediately to the readers of this journal the first re­
suit of my attempt. 

Unfortunately 1 I have not been ab I e, i n every in­
stance, to obtain all of the details I needed and 
expected. lt will be greatly appreciated if other 
owners of similar letters will be kind enough to for­
ward an accurate description of letters in their poss­
ession with, if possible, good photographic repro-

' ductions. 

* * * 
As most serious philatelists know, when Paris was 
surrounded by the Prussians from the 13th of Sept­
ember 1870 to the end of January 1871, the Gov­
ernment had been transferred to Tours and later to 
Bordeaux from the 12th of December to the Sou th 
of Paris. 

Exchange of mail was no longer normally possible 
between Paris and the rest of France and Abroad. 
Therefore, it was decided to send out of Paris, at 
irregular dates, but as often as necessary, balloons 
loaded with mail bags which were to be conveyed 
by normal postal services after the balloons had 

Paris 
to 

Egypt 

18 70 

18 71 
landed away from the Prussian troops stat­
ioned around Paris. 

The first balloon, called 11 LE NEPTUNE", 
took off on the 23rd of September 1870: 
it was followed by 56 others, all officially 
sanct ioned, until the 28th of January 1871 
when the "siege" was lifted at the end of 
January 1871. 

Actually, 67 ballons took off; the extra 
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• eleven were not officio! and they 
did not carry any official or post 
office mail. 

Following is a description of the 
I etters addressed to Egypt that I 
have recorded up to the present 
time. I know that this is not 
a complete I isting but it is a first 
stage . 

The postage rate for these letters 
was the ordinary one in force then 
for conveyance by the nor.mal route 
i.e., 40 cen t imes. 

1) To CA IRQ, from the collection 
of JOHN H. E. GILBERT , of 
S us sex 1 E n g I and . (Right), 

1) Letter addressed to CAIRO 

"LETTRE- JOURNAL DE PAR IS 1 Gazette des 
Absents", No. 7, doted 1 2 November 1870, 
addressed to: 

Monsieur MILLETT 
Chef Costumier du Theatre 
de Son Altresse de Thedive 
au Caire (Egypte} 

lt is franked with the 10 c ond 30 c loureated 
Napoleon , cancelled by the star of dots wi th 
No. 1 of Paris. 

Taken by the balloon " GENERAL ULR I CH", 
which took off on the 18th of November 1870. 

Postmarks: 
Paris , Place de :a Bourse 
lyon a Marseille 2 
Coire, Bau. Froncois 

2} Letter addressed to SUEZ 

15 Nov. 70 
27 Nov. 70 
3 Dec. 70 

Letter with "Par Ballon Monte" in manuscript. 
(No illustration available). 

Addressed to: Monsieur LEMA IRE 

Franked with 40 c, a Suez, Egypte. 

Token by the balloon " ARfv\.A.ND BARBES ", 

wh i eh took off on the 7th of October, 1870. 

Postmarks: 
Paris (3) 
Marseille (12) 
Suez, Bau. Francais 

3 Oct. 70 
16 Oct. 70 
23 Oct. 70 

LETTERS ADDRESSED TO ALEXANDRIA 

The following five letters (Nos. 3-7} &re oll 
addressed to: 

Madam EUGENE HE5S 
a ux soi ns de Messrs. Barker & Cie •. 
Alexondrie, {Egypte) 

These are port of a correspondence sent from 
Paris by her husband. 

3) fv\.A.NUSCRIPT LETTER with "Par Ballon 
Monte" and "3 0 ctobre 1870" a I so manu­
script. 

Franked with 2 x 20 c laureated Napoleon, 
cancelled by the star of dots 'v''ith No. I. 

Taken by the balloon "ARN\AND BARBES ", 
which took off the 7th of October 1870. 

Postmarks: 
Paris, Place de la Bourse 
Marseille 
Alexondrie, (Egypte) 

4 Oct. 70 
16 Oct. 70 
22 Oct. 70 

(Continued on the following page) 
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Fig. 2 (Cover No. 3) Lot No. 425ofthe 
of the offer at fixed prices 1971 by G. 
MARCHAND, 7 Passage des ~rincess Paris 

4) Manuscript ~etter without special mention. 

Franked with 2 x 20 c iaureated Napoleon. 

Taken by balloon "JEAN BART No. 1". lt was 
also ea lied "GU ILLAUME TELL" or "CHRIST­
OPHE COLLOMB" which took off on the 14th 
of October 1870. 

As the ietter had been handed to the crew of 
the balloon it was posted at Troyes after the 
landing. 

Postmarks: 

Manuscript date in the letter 13 Oct. 70 
lozenge of dots with "40/3411 oF Troyes 
struck on the postage stamps. 
Alexondrie, (Egypte) 22 Oct. 70 

. I · I 
I 

Fig. 3 (Cover No. 4) Lot No. 2005ofthe55th 
and 56th sales of offers, of Comptoir des Tim­
bre~ (G. ROBINEAU), 5 Rue Drouot, Paris. 

5) "LETTRE -JOURNAL DE PARIS, Gazette des 
Absents", No.' 16, dated 14th of December 1870. 

Franked with 2 x 20 c Ceres, cancelled by the star 
of dots with No. I., and the 1 c laureated Nap­
oleon sealing the flap on the obverse barely tied to 
the cover with the Alexandria cancel. 

Taken by the balloon "LE PARMENTIER" which 
took off on the 17th of December 1870. 
Postmarks: PD boxed - in red. 

Paris, Place de la Bourse 
Marseille 
A!exandrie, (Egypte) 

See illustrations on following page. 

15 Dec. 70 
29 Dec. 70 
7 Jan. 70 

6) "LETTRE- JOURNAL DE PARIS, Gazette des 
Absents 11

, No. 23, dated 7th January 1871. 

Franked with . for 40 centimes. 

Taken by the balloon "LE DUQUESNE", which 
took off on the 9th of January 1871. 

Postmarks: 
Paris, Place de la Bourse 7 Jan. 71 
Lyon a . 21 Jan. 71 
Alexandrie, (Egypte) 28 Jan. 71 

7) "LETTRE -JOURNAL DE PARIS, Gazette des 
Absents", No. 30, dated 21st of January 1871. 

Franked with . 40 c. Stamps washed off, 
portion of the Paris star of dots remains. 

Taken by the balloon 11 LE RICHARD WALI.ACE", 
which took off the 27th of January 1871 and was 
lost in the. open sea in front of the Golfe de 
Gascogne. Packets of letters from this balloon 
were found later on the shore in the vicinity of 
La Rochell e . 
Postmarks: 

P. D. in red struck on the letters found 
on the shore. 
Lyon a Avi gnon 20 Feb. 70 in error in­
stead of 20 Feb. 71. 
Marseille 
Alexandrie, (Egypt) 

20 Feb. 71 
10 Mar. 71 

No . 7 is illustrated on the following page •. . . 
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Fig. 4 (Cover No. 7) Lot No. 709 
of the 70th sale on offer; of the 6th 
of June 1972 of G. SIMART of Paris. 

Fig. 6 (Cover No. 5) at right. The 
obverse si de showl ng t hie 1 c stomp, 
used as o seal with the i m print of 
the sender in green - .53 Rue Viv­
iennel H. LE ROY I Courtier's Place 
de la Bourse I 95 I PARIS. 

Fig. 7 below -The text of the lettre 
journal, Gazette des Absents, reduced 
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I'AR nALt.ON MOHTF. 

0w~~, , 

,. ·l? I. .J ·-; J 

Fig. No. 5 (Cover No. 5) Collection of Gordon B. Gor­
rett of Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 
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There ;s NEVER o Ci'>(Hge f0r 'hA NiS or OffERS 
i i~ted for our reader~ i n EGYPTIAN TOPICS .. 

* • 
WANTED: Souvenir Sheets- Scott' s "B6o & 86b, 
mint, (NH preferred),at o reasonable price. Would 
also like mint copies of C 3 & C 4 mint, If y·ou con 
help drop a line to GUS KATH/v\.A.N, 6216 W. 35th 
Street, St. Louis Pork, M inne5ota , 55416. Please 
guote your price :vhen writing. 

WANTED: Special Delivery Stomps- Sc:; tt El- 5 
Need information as to .source of sup p! / . Wov!d 

like to acquire items on cover, ond essays or proofs. 
GENE D. PllARSKI, 24Mory Lue Drive, Pittsbvrgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15223 . 

THE NEW ZEHERI CATALOG: Available for im­
mediate delivery. Special price to P.S.E. members 
$7,00, others, $7.75.0rderfrornPETER R.FELTUS, 
4970 Desmond Street, Ookland, California, 94618 

WANTED: Egypt No . 7 mlnt. If you have a spore 
drop a line to DR. FRANK AUTRY, P. 0. Box #714 
Co~icano, Texas, 75 110 . 

AVA ll.ABLE SOON ! Tht{ai I new "CATALOGUE 
OF STAMP PROOFS'', e ;1onoting from the private 
collection of Kings Fuod and Forouk of Egypt. Now 
a comprehensive, up-to-dote ! i)ting with current 
prices and a wealth of information not previously in 
print. Price will be S6.00 U.S. Reserve your copy 

now. Write toALBERT MIZRAH!, P.O. Box #1214 
Mission, Kansas, 66222, U.S.I.o... •• 

AN UNUSUAL OFFER: A full sheet of the 13 mil. 

rose carmine of the 1944- 51 Farouk Issue. Zeheri 
H 151 bis b, Control A/ 50, t~e INVERTED WATER­
MARK- "Arabi c F'' a nd Crown, p. 98 (1972 Ed.). 
Make your offer direct to : FREDERIC C05TI, 8404 
Boy Park way, Brook I yn , New York, 1 1 2 I 4 . . 

OFFER: Large accum~,;1:;tior cr>d ·•or ie ty .,f rnoter­
!o l, ~etter items, r:or-,r::e 11otior:s efc., bcrh S .; dor~ 

nl'"ld Egypt, Sel'"ld war'\t !isr to 'Jii!loi1r G. Bog ,~l at 
NEW ENGLAND STA .I\W CC., 45 Bromfie 1rl Sr. 
Boston , Mossochvsett~ . , r)2 1()B 

-------------------

WP..NTED - Egypt, Sudan, British & Ita I ion Af­
rican Colonies with Military Markings, German · 
Feldpost in North Africa, E .A ./A .P .0. during 
W. W. 11 & Boer War. Write: WA LTER BJORK, 
54 W. 84th St., New York, New York, 100~ 

WANTED. - By your editor - A few Pioneer Air 
Post items'' of Egypt ord the Sudan i.e., Cobhom 
covers (1925-6), Mittel holzer flights to Africa in 
1929-30,.. Sir Arthur Coningham 1s RAF flight to 
Kano in 1925. Also Palace imperfs: C-2 & C-6 
C-18 - 25 and Scott S-30- C-36. RA F label 
of 1934 (He I iopol is) and Corbery vignettes. Write 
G.B.Garrett, P.O. Box #36491, L.A. Colif., 

WANTED - Poste! History as covers: P .0 .W. 
covers;. Turki~h Offices in the Holyland, Covers 
to or from Palestine (Egypt~ Palestine, U.A . R.). · 
War Covers, period 1948 - 1956- 1967 and re­
lated mater iol • Send deta i Is to R. J • Cohen, P. 
0. Box 11162, Porkchester Station, Bronx, New 
York, 10462 • 

WANTED -. Odd lots, album pages or accumv­
lotions of Egypt - U .A .R. - Sudan. Send de~­
cription and prices first to: CHARLES W. MA YER, 
1927 Wokefield Dr. Nashville, Tennessee, 37215 

WANTED - RA F labels issued for the Air Meet 
in 1934: also o Grof Zeppelin Suez cancellation 
on cord or cover. Need the E .E .F, cancels - all 
three types. If you con help write to: Dr. WIN­
TER, 45 Rue Carves, 92, Montrouge, France. 

V. ANDONIAN is interested in acquiring addi­
tional items among the RoyaHmperfs;·early covers 
and, essays of Egypt etc. Write to him at P.O. Box 
11093, Ookland, Colif.., 94611 . 

OFFER - A couple still left. Unusual felt cach­
et on unoddressed FDC from SUDAN. (Scott Nos. 
142 & 143). the anti-malaria set. $1.00postpaid. 
SLAKE R. WHEELER, 14230 Sunset Blvd., Pacific 
Palisades, California, 90272 . 

THE ALL NEW ZEHERI IS OUT ! A must for ser­
ious collectors of Egypt and the Sudan, Avoi !able 
now in hard bound edition from PETER FELTUS, at 
4970 DESMOND STREET, OAK LAND, CALIF. 
94618. A beautiful reference - Priced right ! 

WANTED - New Authors to write articles on fov­
orite subjects in our area of collection for Topics. 
Every collector has something unusual they wont 
others to know about. Here•s your chance. Fancy 
manuscripts not necessary. If we con read it 
We con print it ! ! I ! 



EGYPTIAN TOPICS ~RCH - APRIL 1973 PAGE 51 

A mysterious 1 I ittle-known issue of stamps has 
been shown to us by J .A. Firebroce of Chisel­
hurst, Kent, England . They purport to be stamps 
of the Mahdi, a fanatic rei igious leader .of the 
Sudanese dervishes towards the end of the 19th 
century and who clashed with British troops on 
more than one occasion. According to the late 
H. G. D. Gisburn and G. Seymour Thompson in 
the book "Stamps and Posts of the Anglo-Egypt­
ianSudan", there o r e few postal relicsofthe 
Mahdi period; but there ore some labels purport­
ing to hove been issued at that time but which 
ore bogus. It is rather significant that the au­
thors neither described nor i 11 ustrated the design 
of the bogus stamps, and one forced to the 
conclusion that neither Gisburn nor Tho:11pson 
had any specimens in their collections. 

We, too, must admit that until thefirebraceex­
amples were sent to us we had not seen them be­
fore nor could we trace any mention of them in 
Melville's "Phanton Phila tely", Chapier's "Les 
Timbres de Fantasie et Non-officials'~ or Rom­
mel's "Catalogue of Speculative and FrauduJent 
Stamps" serialized in "Die Post" many years ago. 
From this we conclude that specimens are ex­
tremely scarce. 

The design shows a seated figure, presumably 
meant to be the Mahdi, surrounded by half-nak­
ed women, and enclosed in on oval frome;that 
in turn is enclosed in a rectangular framework 

which is strongly remin iscentof that of the Egypt:­
ion 2 and 5 plostres of 1 8 7 9. "Mahdi " appears 
in the left tablet, "Postes du Sudan" at the top, 
what seems to be a monolith (Cleopatra's Needle 
?) at the right of something that at first glance 
looks like an inscription in Arabic at the foot •. A 
numeral in block is set in each corner. The 
"values" ond colors we hove seen a re: 1 (?) 
rose-cormi ne 1 2 orange , 5 sage-green 1 5 brown, 
10 mauve and 20 gray-lilac. 

Close inspection of the "Arabicu inscription re­
veals it true nature: it consists, fro m ! eft to 
right, of o teacup, a spoon, a long stempipe, 
a crescent (or banana), perhaps a scimitar and 
two unidentifiable objects on a plate. If the lab­
els' st·atus hod been uncertain before there con 
be no question that these objects condemn it. 

Who produced them, or why 1 is shrouded in myst­
ery, but if it was hoped to sell them in any 
appreciable quantity on the philatelic market 
that intention was doomed to failure. The scar­
city of specimens tells its own tale. If any read­
er can provide the true story of this 11 issue 11 we 
should be most interested to know of it and will 
pass on the information to the correspondent. 

I hope that this will give you food for thought 
and possibly lead to a solution of the mystery. 

L. N. & M. WILl lAMS. 
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c~· . · .t.; 

lE GYP ''S 

PART 11 - Continued from 
the January- February issue 

1-.Ar. E. C. EHRMANN in his 
paper pub I ished in "STAMP 
COLLECTING'~ 21/28 Aug. 
1964 ( 6) mentioned that the 
First photogravure press used 
at Hayes by Harrison & Sons 
was a" Johonnisberg B. T .I." 

1929 -1926 

machine (7) with a printing 
surface 570 x 700 I'Pms. ike., 
570 mms. circumference of 
the cylinder& 700mms. in 
length. If we take into con­
sideration that the dimen­
sions of the 1923/26 stamps· 
produced are for the low 
values, _:: 21 x 25 mms. & 
f or the high values, + 25 x 

30 mms. we can se; that 
there is room on the cylind-

RETOUCHES 

These dimensions of the B. 
T .I. cylinder allow impos­
ition of four panes of l 00 
(10 x 10). !ow values, but 
we cannot say that this was 
eventua 11 y the case for the 
1923/26 Issue printed by 
Harrison. T here is also 
the possibi I ity that their 
printed sheet was composed 
of only one or two post 
office sheets of 1 00 units 
each (10 x 10). 

AND 
Some of my notes raken i n 
1947-48 were published in 
L 'OP (8) under the guid-
ance of a Cairo technician 

FLAWS in the Survey Department 
competent in the Egyptian 
photogravure technique. I 
will take this opportunity 
to present herein more pre-ers for four panes of 1 00 ( 10 

x 10) for the low values and 
only two panes for the High 
values, provided the pones 
are placed sideways: the 
length of the stamps along 
side the I ength of the cyl in-

pouvet, le~. c h o~e s en ircien t Mieux". 
cise information on that 
particular point; the multi­
positive and its imposition. 
I must add that the foil ow­
ing ndtes concern the 

' 'If youth hud -:>;.< f.>e r i ew~e onJ ,:ild oqP. 

obility , !hir9s A·ov !-::i ge t on · he be ttN ". 

ders. This can be proven by the shifting of the 
color impression on certain stamps which show a 
blurring of the calor in the direction of the ro­
tation of the printing surface (clockwise). 

(6) E "G. Ehrmann A .I.I.P. "Harrisons, Stamp 
Printers (an account of their early work to 
mark the 30th Anniversary of the First G .B. 
Photogravure Stomps", 1964. 

Egyptian practice however, 

we must remember that the ··machines in use in Egypt 
in 1925/37 were almost identical to those in use 
by Harrison for the 1923/26 Issues. 

(7) B.T .1. stands for "BOGENTIEFDRUCK", and 
denotes flat- bed feed for cut sheets (same ref­
erence 'Ehrmann' as footnote No. 6.). 
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My notes read: 

"The Master positive compnsmg the complete imposed window of stamps is the final 
stage in the photographic work. The Master positive is obtained semi- mechanically 
by exposing the unit negative in a 'step-and-repeat' machine which builds up the 
rows of individual stamp images at precise intervals horizontally and vertically . 
The time of each exposure and the illumination is controlled automatically so that 
each separate image is identical. 

Until 1937 the stamp imposition was adopted to suit the cylinder sizes of the photo­
gravure machines tfen in use, all of the low ond intermediate high values being 
in two windows each of 100 stamps (10 x 10). The machine sheets were divided before 
being perforated. The post office sheet thus consisted of one window of 100 stomps. 

The 500 mil. and 1 Pound value stomps were imposed and printed in sheets of 25, 
(5 x 5) only. 

The stamps required for the manufacture of stamp booklets were imposed in a special 
manner to facilitate the make-up and cutting of the books. This imposition compri­
sed four windows, each of 60 stamps (6x 10) of which, in each window, 3x 10 
were upright and the adjacent 3 x 10 were reversed." 

Now, in 1972, we have access to the marve­
lous book "FUNDAMENTALS OF PHILATELY" 
by L.N. & M. WILLIAMS (1971) (9), and I 
hasten to give the de fin it ion these eminent 
authors give for the expression "multipoistive": 

"multipositive or Master positive or Bipositive is 
a large 1/4 inch thick photographic glass pack 
- at least as large as the eventual printed sheet 
of stamps - and the images are produced photo­
graphically with the aid of a 'step-and-repeat 
camera' :• 

We see that the multipositive or rooster positive 
is at least as large as the eventual printed 
sheet of stamps. This means that therecanbe 
one, two or possibly four windows of 1 00 ( 10 x 
10) on a B.T .I. cylinder for the low values and 
that the "no control" sheets of the different low 
values could be one, two, and perhaps four on 
the same cylinder. This would explain why Dr. 
Byam and A. J. Sefi and Douglas MacNeille 
were finding that their sheets did not correspond 
with each other. Evidently there is a I so the 
possibility that the printing sheet was composed 
of only one post office sheet. 

(9} Published in serial form in the American 
Philatelist, official publication of the American 
Philatelic Society, edited byJim Chemi (1971). 

Mr. Revel!, in his article - well exposed and 
documented "The King Fuad Portrait Issue -1925 
1934 - first printed in the Q.C. and thenre­
printed in L'OP. (10) points also to the multiposit­
ive as a pane of 100 ( 10 x 1 0) when he says: 

". • • • To produce the mu I tipositive a negative 
of the selected photograph is placed in a step-and­
repeat camera to produce in reverse positive on a 
glass plate, a pane of 100 subjects. 11 

But, he added that on the cylinder there were 
two panes of 1 00. 

Although Mr. Revel! explains that there is a diff­
erence in the shape of a specific control, this had 
its origin in that the variation sometimes denoted 
whether the pane of 100 is from the top or the 
bottom of the sheet of 200 stamps. This may also 
denote that the control blocks are fro m different 
cylinders as many cylinders were made during the 
experimental stages. 

(10) L'OP. No. 119, January/April 1968, on 
pages 16 through 39. The King Fuad Portrait Issue 
of 1926/34, by A. J. REVELL. 

(Continued on the following page) 
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Concerning the two panes on the cylinder Mr. 
Revel! does not mention how these two panes 
(wh ich may adjoin side by side 1 but not always 
one on to p of the other) have been produced: by 
successive imposition by the step-and-repeat 
camera ? and this wi 11 produce two multiposi­
t ives a bsolutely diffe rent one from the other, or 
imposed by two carbon tissues obtained from one 
and the same multipositive which wi ll give twin 
brothers ? 

On o comparison of the author' s statements that 
we referred to, none stated the number of post 
office s! 1eets (1 00) units on a machine s hee t. 
They all mention o multipositive of 100 units 
only. Dr. Byam only suspected that we have no 
evidence tha t there was o ne multipositive only 
on the cylinder. 

Now, if t here is one multipositive of 100 units. 
how is it repeated twice or more often on a cyl­
inder- two or more carbon tissues exposed from 
the same mu ltipositi ve of 100 and adiusted on 
the cyli nder ? This will give ra se to t remendous 
difficulties in regis tering the two, or more car­
bon tissues, apart from all of the delicate and 
exacting handl ing required. 

Is it not easier to impose two or more panes of 
1 OC units by the step- and- repeat machine ? 

The 5 mill. stamp was certainly the value chos­
en to make the experi ments with as the bulk of 
the yearly order is, for that value, (+lO,OOO,OOO 
stamps) .according to my estimates based on sta­
tistics published in "Les Pastes en Egypte 11 by 
the G.P .O. in 1934. 

This quant ity, which makes 100,000 post office 
she e ts a year, ce rtai nly required many cylinders 
to be used . Philatelically, Dr. Byam recogni z­
ed 10 different control C/23's and no control:­
of B/ 24, five different were recognized and six 
different of B/ 25. 

lt is possibl e tha t one or two cylinders were pro­
duced wi t h one multipositive of 1 0 0 units to 
make e)(pe riments, but probably not more be­
cause it would be uneconomica l . Thousands of 

used copies produced ver y few of the varieties 
retouches or flaws found on the • no control' or on 
some of the early C/ 23 shee ts . 

The experimental cylinders had so many defects 
that most certain I y, they were discarded from the 
cylinders accepted for the actual printing . 

We, here in Egypt , came to a differe nt conclusion 
regarding the numbe r of different con troIs (ten 
according to Dr . Byam), recogni zed for the 5 mil. 
C/23. In a sma 11 book! et pub! ished in 1941 , Gab­
riel Soul ad writes that different controls for the 
5 mil • C/ 23 are 19; for the 11/ 24, 8 a n d for the 
B/25 , 16. 

To effect a concilliation of all of the opinions we 
have to refer to the physical evidenceavailable to 
Egyptian phi late I ists here, and Abroad. I a m at 
the disposal of any serious student o n the matter. 
The recording of the retouches and flaws wl 11 cer­
ta inly help to settle the study. 

The matter - an academic discussion - is not 
so important but it does exert influence on: a) 
How many multi positives of 1 0 0 were used and 
b) The different positions of t he retouc hes and 
flaws originating from these multipositives , or from 
the working cylinders. 

10 

Harrison and Sons also printed the 1923/26 Por­
trait issue in booklets by t hi s new process- cello­
gravure (this being their trade name for photogra­
vure). lt is known t!1ata 5 mil. booklet conta ining 
fou r pa nes of six stamps of 5 mils each , 120 milli­
emes and a composite booklet containing two panes 
of six stamps of the 5 mil., one pane of the 10 mil. 
and a pane of six of the 15 mil. were issued. The 
dotes when these booklets were first put on sale in 
Egypt has not , apparent! y , been recorded. 

Mr. J. Revel! wrote to Harrison & Sons•who repli­
ed that they were unable to give any information 
regarding: date of issue , quantities printed and 
the make-up of the printing sheets. 

(Continued on the following page). 
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We know that the first previous bookle t deli vered 
by those printers to the Egyptian G.P.O., issued 
on the 12th of June 1921, was of the 5 mil. lake 
No. 4. Information given in a letter from E. G. 
Ehrmann to Mr. Revell (August 1964) states that 
the Egyptian booklets printed by Harrison follow­
ed the British style formation in accord with the 
contemporary booklets of Great Britain. 

"The lay out of the sheet from wh ich these 
British bookl et pages were cut was 12 
stamps wide with a gutter margin of half 
stamp width in the center to provide sel­
vedges . The stamps are in groups of three 
tete beche. 

Vertically, the sheet measures20 rows 
and from these 12 x 20 stamps, 40 book­
let panes would be cut. T·his arrange­
ment has not been altered during the 
Egyptian period but there will" be some· 
difference in the marginal printing." 

All of the panes of six seen by Mr. Revel!, lake 
No. 4, pink No. 5 or pink No. 6 (crown over­
print) or Fuad No. 7 b,ear normal watermarks. 
Although he has in his collection three used 
singles from the No. 5 booklets; without doubt 
from the booklets owing to the clipped perfs, one 
with normal watermarks and two with inverted 
watermarks. He states that this would bear out 
that they were printed tete bee he. 

I have, as pink 5 mil., stamps originating from 
booklets, a complete mint pane of six, two used 
blocks of four, a used horizontal strip of three 
from the top pane; a used horizontal pair with 
bottom edge; four used stamps bottom right edge 
and three used stomps top right edge. A 11 of these 
storup:. are with normal watermarks and from pone~ 
with the binding on the left. Besides, I hove 13 
used stamps, ten from the top and three from the 
bottom pones. I hove on I y two singles from the 
top panes with inverted watermarks. This makes a 
total of 39 stomps with normal watermarks with 
only two inverted. 

The First Portrait Issue booklet No. 7 & No. 8 
ore scarce and it seems that nearly nothing was 
collected and saved in Egypt. The K o u b be h 
Palace sale doesn't list any lot containing any of 
these booklets. Mr. Revel! has seen on unused 
pane of six of the 5 mil. and he has in his collec-

tion, three pai rs and a strip of three, all used 
and all with normal watermarks. 

In my own collection I have, as stamp booklet 
No. 7, a complet-e mi nt pane of six and a com­
plete mint 120 mil. booklet containing four panes 
of six stamps. A 11 of these stamps a re with the 
normal watermark and with the bi nding on the left. 
Besi.des, I have 159 used stamps originating from 
booklets including a horizontal bottom pair. These 
too, are all with normal watermarks. 

Fortunately the Dr. Byam sole included twelve 
booklets in two lots. 

Lot No. 738 -

A selection of booklets (6) with four panes 
of six stamps of 5 mils. (2) two panes of six 
stamps of 5 mils. r a pane of 10 mi Is. and a 
pone of 15 mils.; the last two exploded and 
incomplete with three panes of six stamps 
of 5 mils., one of the last booklets with 
irwerted watermark ( 132 stamps). 

Lot No. 739 -

Four 120 mil. booklets with pink covers 
containing four panes of six stamps of 5 mil. 
of the dark red-brown containing various 
flaws annotated on the back of the booklet 
(96 stomps). 

All twelve booklets contained stamps with normal 
watermarks except the one incomplete booklet of 
5 mils. with inverted watermarks. On this there 
were no indications on the placement of the bind­
ings, either left or right. 

If the great lines of the layout indicated by Mr. 
Ehrmonn were followed, then half of the booklets 
Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, printed would have the 
watermarks inverted, 

This has not been the case as shown by the book­
lets of stomps described above, except in the case 
of the incomplete pane of the 5 m ifs. book I et No. 
71 the ex-Byam in lot No. 738. 

I recently read a very interesting article by Mr. 
Tony Wiseman in "The Stamp Lover'', The issue 
of March/ April 1970. A detailed description of 
the layout of the printing sheet intended for book­
lets (Great Britain) attracted my attention and I 
find it useful to quote from this description. 

(Continued on the following page) 
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11 Because the panes must be bound on the 
left, the ordinary sheet of stamps pre­
sents problems because on I y the left 
hand margin can be used for this purpose. 
In order to ma ke use of the width of the 
special paper of which stampsare print­
ed i t i s necessary, therefore to make 
suitable plates. Any of the standard 
works of reference describe at least one 
method of laying out sta mps on each row; 
first a binding margin then three stomps 
printed the right way up and immediat­
ely adjacent, three stamps printed up­
side down. 

This means that the th ird and fourth 
stamp in the row ore what is known as 
''tete beche" to each other i.e., one is 
upside down in re I a t ion to the other ( 11 ). 

After the first six stamps in the row 
there is a gutter margin of sufficient 
width to take two bookletbindings 
which is followed by six other stomps. 
The first three of these are the ri ght way 
up and the second three being the in­
verted trio, or upside down. 0 n the 
ri ght side there is o further bookleJ bind­
ing margin. Therefore, there are in any 
row, exactly six stomps the rightw,(!!yup 
and six stamps upside down. The stamps 
that are upside down when viewed in 
the normal way have inverfed water­
marks." 

The layout then, asdescr i bed above, certainly 
means that exactly half of the book I ets printed 
fro n these · plates hove the watermark inverted 
and ha lf have them in the normal position ( 12). 

From a quantity of 8,000 stamps used stamps of the 5 
mil, Fuad 1923/26, I sorted out 150 stamps; without 
doubt from booklet~ owing to the clipped perfora­
t ions, All were wi t h normal watermarks with the 
exception of four. 

The result was a surprise to me. I remembered the 
same fact from the 1920/22 issue where, from a lot 
of 2,600 used 5 mils. pink, I sorted outonfy nine 
stamps with inverted watermarks, two of them from 
booklets. 

(Continued) 

I suspected then that the make-up of the plates 
used to print the stomps intended for use in 
booklets could perhaps have been differen t 
from what our information so fa r indicated. 

I looked again carefully at the 159 stamps from 
the booklets of the 1923 Fuod issue. I was as­
tonished to find that the same varie t ies found 
on the normal sheet C/23 and the no control 
sheet were reproduced on some of these stamps. 
Illustrated on the followi ng page (F ig. 4) are 
reproductions of twelve stamps, six of the m 
from booklets showing the various varieties de ­
scribed .AND six stam p s from normal sheets 
showing the SAME SIX VARIETIES. 

The booklet stamps, without doubt, ori gi na te 
from the same multipositive as that used for the 
printing of the normal sheets because these 
va rieties appear in blocks or verti ea I strips 
which indicate conclusively that they ore from 
post office sheets ond not from booklets. 

How can booklets be cut from normal post off­
ice sheets that do not provide enough se! vedge 
for the booklets from a carbon tissue from a 
multipositi ve intended for normal post office 
sheets, how could the carbon tissue be used to 
prepare o cylinder ? 

In the previousl y mentioned article on 11 Egypt­
ian Booklets Pr inted in Great Brita i n'~ the au­
thors, Jean Boulad and John Revel! suggest 
that the make- up plate for booklets was on 
the basis of the tetoe beche disposition so that 
al l of the booklets can have the binding at the 
left notwithstanding that there will be stamps 

(11) Stamp Booklets- Great Britain - 11 A 
make up mystery" by TONY WISEMAN B. A . 
in the "Stamp Lover"- March/April 1970. 

(12) The principle reason for the binding ot 
the left and the moke-up in tete beche dispos­
ition are imperative to make up the individua l 
watermarks of that period centered in e v e r y 
stamp to be on t he paper available. (For Great 
Britain Edword VIII). For the Egyptian mul­
tiple Crescent and Star watermark this is ir­
relevant. (Author's note). 
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PHOTOS Nos. 4a and 4b 

BOOKLET VARIETIES ON THE 5 MILLIEME 

NO . 1- lnclinedcoloreddashrightto lefton 
the white edge of the right label con­

ta ining ~~~ •; ~;::;: .. ~~, "!@ nearly at its lower end G. 
6. I hove this variety on two verti col strips of 
three and one of them with upper margin. The 
variety is on the third row of a sheet. 

No . 2 - Protruding color under the first Arabic 
letter in t~e white edge of the right 

lobe! containing ·:~~- Ji B .7. I have this var­
iety in a block of 3 x 3 and in a vertical block 
of ten 2 x 5, variety imperf., watermark IX with 
bottom margin. The variety is in the 9th row of 
of a sheet. 

No . 3 - Col ored dash 2 mms. ! ong on top right 
bud, G .4. I have this variety on two 

vertical strips of three. 

No . 4 - This is the famous variety Dr. Byam 
described in his article quoti ng that 

it is the on I y attempt to retouch t .h e A r ab i c 
writing he had seen. The Arabic word ... in the 
left hand label, the I etters under which there 
are two dots have been roughly reshaped by 
three ill-placed lines. This Byam variety is in 
a used block of eight. Some years before he 
had also seen a single stamp with this variety 
C / 0.1. 

No. 5 - Additional white dash on the last Ara-
bic letter of D.l. I hove this 

variety on the top stomp of a verti col strip of 
three. Also in a block of four from a used book­
let pane. The variety is on the second row from 
a pane, normal watermark, and left opening. 

No. 6 - This is the famous variety described 
by Douglas MocNei lie and Or. Byom 

"Tuft of hairs in the ear". This is stamp No. 35 
in two different c.ontrols - C/23 and a sheet of 
no control, D.4. I have this variety on an upper 
vertical block of ten 2 x 5 with margin attached 
imperforate, watermark IX. The variety No. 35 
is in the fourth row . 

Fig. 4o 

The First Portrait Issue 
1923/1926 

Booklet Varieties 

Fig . 4b. 

Topshowspositi ons 1, 2, 3 
as they appear on the pones 
for sheets and booklets. 
Lower some positions 4, 5, 6 
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with inverted watermarks. 

How can an available multipositive be used to 
fulfi 11 such conditions ? 

The easy way, in my opinion, is to build up a 
new special multiposi t ive for the booklets but, 
then certainl y , t he same flaws of the pnevi ous 
multi posi t ive will not be repea ted. 

Besides, in my opinion, t he te te beche dispos­
ition is not imperative for tha t issue as the new 
yvatermark asopted during the Harrison contract 
- the sma ll watermark type VII, 11 The Multi­
ple Treble Cresc~nt and Srar", allows shifting 
in all directions so that e~ery stamp will bear 
the wa termark or a portion of the watermark. 

In 1945, while doing some research in the G. 
P .0. in Cairo, I came across a letter along 
with an a nswer relative to proofs of the Lon­
don Crown Overprints of 1923. I made an ex­
act copy of these two documents and I he Id : 
the m for 27 years without publ is hi ng t h e i ~ 
contents, fearin g that i might have failed to 
copy them accurately. 

In thi s letter, dated 12 January 1923, a 
Director of Horrison & Sons Ltd. informs: 

11 ln accordance with your instructions of 
· the 27 Nov·, 1922 we beg to submit 
proofs of: 

One,. sheet of 5 mil. ) 
Two sheets of 1 mil . ) all 240 set 
Two sheets of 15 mil • ) 

showin·g the. overprint fro m the plates 
which we have prepa red for the sma ll ­
er si4e. 

As the col our of the one and fifteen 
milliemes renders the overprint rather 
indis tinct in black, we ore submitting 
alternative proofs surcharged l n red 
for these vol ues. 

We will arrange to proceed with the 
overprinting immedia tely we receive 
your instructions." 

In answer, The Pos1·master General, Cairo, re-

plied on 6 February 1923: 

"Gentlemen: 

With reference to your letter BGH/BK of 
January '2/ 23 I have to inform you that 
the printing of the surcharge is satisfact­
ory. 

it is sUggested however t hat the printing 
should be s I i g h t I y heavier esae c ially 
over the darker col cured stomps . 

Surcharge should be printed excl usively 
in black and not in red. 

To me these documents remained a puzzle from 
that time until recently when ! began thinking 
about t h e plate make-u p for the E GYP T I A N 
BOOKLETS for that period. 

I was puzzled by the 240 units in a sheet of the 
5 mil. stomp knowing that Harrison printed the 
ordinary stomps in a post office sheet composed 
of two pones of 1 00 ( 10 x 1 0) one on top of the 
other. 

Now, with the suggestion that the 1920/ 22 book­
lets have come from o printing plate of 240 units , 
the matter makes sense. This explains why the 
stamps with the black London Crown Overprint 
formed a sheet of 240 units for a 5 mil ~ sheet. it 
was a stand-by plate thE:n used for printing stomp 
booklets. 

In typographic printing it is easy to arrange the 
stereos to provide selvedges on a special po s t 
office sheet from which 4 0 booklet panes could 
be obtained with six stamps each, wa termarked 
in the same direction , or disposed in such o . way 
os to be tete beche . Also the selvedge (pillar$) 
can be disposed in several manners allowing bind­
ing at the left for all of the booklets, giving half 
of the quantity inverted watermarks or not: dis­
posing the stamps with the head of th e sphinx 
the right way up or not. All of these dispositi ons 
according to the dispos ibility of the paper size 
at hand, or o paper size that could be provided 
for. The watermark entry FOR EVERY STAMP was 
then secured with the "treble Crescent and Star" 
watermark. 

(Continued on the foliowing page ) 
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A plate of 240 units for the 5 mil. was on hand 
in JarllJary 1923. Harrison used that plate, 
which had been used for fulfilling the booklet 
order, to pull o sheet overprinted in black as a 
proof for the Crown Overprint. 

If the sheet had a tete beche make-up, this sheet 
or part of it, would have survived, as the sheet 
of red overprints of the 1 and 5 rr:ils. have ·-sur­
vived because the people handling the stomps 
in that period were acknowledged experts. 

This for the 5 mil. sheet. But for the two sheets 
of the 1 and 15 mil. I suppose that Harrison sent 
two truncated sheets of 120 for each of these 
values (to complete the 240 unit set), one sheet 
overprinted in block and the other of the same 
size and format overprinted in red . The plates 
for the overprint were arranged to suit the size 
of the so-truncated sheets. 

These truncated sheets of 120 each must have 
been o complete upper pane (control attached} 
and 20 stamps (2 rows of 1 0) from the lower pone 
wi th the gutter between the panes untouched. 

Dr. Byam had in his collection (Lot No. 682 of 
his cotalog sale) the control block of four of the 
ieft bottom block of four with the variety of no 
dots on stamp No. 1 00 and the broken frame 
variety on stamp No. 901 overprinted in red for 
the 1 mil. at the FIRST CAIRO EXHIBITION in 
1946. 

We don't know anything about any other control 
blocks of four 1 or left bottom corner blocks top 
pane overprinted in red. 

The remaining stamps overprinted in red are 
spread throughout the entire world among Egypt­
ian specialists. From .the early times it was 
known that only one pone of each value (1 & 
15 mil.) had been overprinted in md, however 
nobody hod come across, or knew about the ex­
istence of a 5 mil. tete beche Crown Overprint 
in black. The 5 mil. sheet of 240 was overprint:"' 
ed in black and if it hod o tete beche it would 
certainly have been retained by the very clever· 
people who scattered the red overprints. The 
black overprint of the I, 5 and 15 mil.werevery 
common when the issue was on sa I e and they 

have not attracted attention. 

Certain! y Harrison arranged his ex-booklet plate 
of 240 units of the 5 mil. to receive the crown 
overprint in t1 normal way, How t h r i 11 in g it 
would hove been if that she~t had been retain­
ed1 later reaching the interested phi late I ists. 

I have, ir:1 these lines, put forward this "make-up 
mystery" and I hope the explanation will render 
good satisfaction to the query: how to make up 
the plates for the Harrison book lets Nos. 4, 5, 6, 
7 and 8 have been prepared and most specially, 
that for the No. 7 & 8 booklets ( First Portrait 
Issue) which added the building o f the ad-hoc 
multipositive difficulty. 

* * * 
We will conclude this fine study if'l our next issue 
with Chapter 11. This chapter will deal with the 
double impressions to be found on the 1923/1926 
issue. lt will be lavish ly illustrated with fourteen 
greatly enlarged photos making the detail sharply 
O?JX~rent for excellent study possibilities. 

INIIE~ IEGY?Til.AINI COU..Il..ECTOIIS I 

DRIREClfOIIY IP>I.AINI!NiiEIJ) UINI '7J! 

Philatelists interested in the stamps and postal hist­
ory of Egypt shou Id be pi eased to I earn that a sec­
ond edition of the informative EGYPTIAN COLL­
ECTORS ' DIRECTORY will be published this year. 
The first edition, published in 1968, listed 138 
Egypt specialists in all corners of the world, with 
details of their special interests. lt also contained 
additional information and articles of particular 
interest relative to philately in our area, includ­
ing details of the Philatelic Society of Egypt The 
Egypt Study Circle and the Oriental Phil. Ass'n. 
of London, including details of the benefits each 
has to offer and data on how to join these groups. 
The Second Edition will be even bigger & better. 

All collectors of Egypt who are interested may be 
listed in the new Directory and receive o comp­
leted copy on publication- both for $3.00 (1.25 
Sterling or its equivalent). 

For a questionnaire and details write to Peter R. 
FEL TUS 1 4970 Desmond Street, Oak land, Col if­
ornia1 94618, U.S.A. 
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More 
About 
FRENCH ARMY 

/ 

in EGYPT 
I 8 9 8 

f,N ANSWER TO A QUERY CONCERNING 

THE FRENCH ARMY COVER ILLUSTRATED 

In Topics, Volume 4, No. 2, · was presented a 
very interesting item from Dr. Bostwick's . col!­
ection. 

To answer the qiJestion asked at the end of the 
article: What was the fre1)ch army doing on 
Egyptian soi I in 1898. lt is necessary to go back 
in time and to study the military history of the 
Mediterranean b os i ~ at the end of the 19th 
Century. 

Following the different treaties signed between 
countries of the Levant and France, the military 
of the latter hod to intervene se vera I times, 
always with war ships: e.g., during the slaught­
ers between Druses and Maronites in 1860 and 
later in the island of Crete. 

This island was under Turkish domination in 
1890. In 1895, public disturbances broke out 
following the slaughter of the Christian inhab­
itants of the island by the Turkish garrison. A 
Greek Squadron was sent to Crete to he I p the 
opposition against the Turks. The Sultan asked 
then for the intervention of European countries 
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in an effort to find a solution to the Cretan 
problem. This explains how Franc:e, Great Brit­
ain, Russia, Italy, Austria then Germany sent 
warships and settled contingents in the main 
towns of the island. The French Marine light In­
fantry stayed until about 1900. 

The mail of these soldiers bore the hand written 
indication: " Division franc a is detachee en 
Crete'' or various readings of this text. Free 
postage was granted to them on 17 Apri I 1897. 

lt was at the beginni ng oft he year 1898 that one 
of the des t royers o F this division. detached 
to Crete was sent to Port Said fo! !owing pub! ic 
disturbances which broke out among the person­
nel of the Suez Canal. Three ships succeeded 
one. from the other during the first 8 months of 
1898, among them the "Wattingny 11 and the "Con­
dor". The mo i I from the sailors of the destroy­
er then stationed at Port Said bore the indica­
tion "Detachee dons le Ievant" as this ship had 
gone temporarily from Crete to Egypt. The Cfv!l 
stamp struck on Dr. Bostwick's item is the ord­
inary handstamp of the French office in Port Said. 
The handstamp " correspondence d 'Armees, Port 
Said", the date-marker, which had been remov­
ed when it was used jointly with the civil hand­
stomp, was struck to justify the free postage of 
the letter. 

(Continued ne xt page - col. 1 - bottom) 
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. Letter -to the Editor 
In the November I December 1 9 7 2 issue of 
TOPICS we presented on interesting note on a 
copy of Zeheri's No. 214, dealing with one of 
the "Nubian Monument" commemorative!> sub­
mitted by TOM HO!VA. lt showed a good deal 
of distortion and appeared blurred. 

Relati ve to this JOHN F. COUSINS writes from 
England with the following notes. 

''Re: Tom Homo's " blurred" printing stamp of 
the 1959 Nu bio Monuments· !ssue, I c:on;t claim 
anything quite like this but, of the four copies 
in m)' possession, t hree have an apprec iable 
red-brown tinge in the margi ns on both ~ides 

of the picture. tn these the picture is also dark 
and I i ght and the shades much toned down . The 
fourth copy is on an official First Day Coverand 
has (almost) wh ite margins. it is considerably 
more distinct and lighter in shade." 

Y lE$ or iNJ(Q) ? 

JOHN COUSINS also writes about listings in 
our new issue column. The first item "Society 
of Friends Art" , appeared in the July IAug>.~st 
1972 issue; the second "The Twentieth Anni ver­
sary of the Revolution 11

1 in the September I Oct­
ober 1972 issue . 

In both cases w e I i sted the m with the norm,!! I 
watermark of Multiple Eagle. John says: 

"In both Topics and Stanley Gibbons supplement 
the issues for Society of Friends Art and 20th 
Anniversary of the Revolution - 2 stamps and 
a miniature sheet are stated to be on watermark­
ed paper (Multiple Eagle). The copies in my 
possession have no watermarks ! Wrong informa­
tion from Cairo ? 

MORE - FRENCH ARMY IN EGYPT 

Finally we can read the large marine handstamp 
(which is not a censorship marking) which always 
appears on military naval maii"Marine francais, 
Service a la Mer" with on anchor in the mid­
dle. Another variety exists with the following 
text: "Marine Francais - anchor - Port Said '~ 

5lUJ [I) A !NI lP' A 1111 '*' HlriHI U !NI UlJ S lUJA ll 

"INI<O>N IP'OSTAIL" OWEIRIPIIIINIT 

We recently came across a Lmique item from the 
Sudan. We can find no I isting or mention of it 
in any of the normal sources and we wonder if 
someone can give us on answer ? 

The item in question, illustrated below, is on a 
pair of the 3 P ,T. issue of 1927 {Zeh. #47, p. 364 
1972 edition), blue and red-brown. 

They are surcharged in Arabic and English, read­

ing in English "NOT VALID FOR POSTAGE" in 
two ! ines while the Arabic appears to translate 
into. "1 mil or (MEELM 1). lt is identical to the 
surcharge that appeared on the 1 0 m. denomi nat­
ion revalued 5 m. for the military in 1940 except 
for the numeral ·, now 1 instead of 5. 

Was it used as a kind of fiscal or, more likely was 
it used as fractional currency during a coin short­
age ? We seem to recall reading about something 
of this kind long ago. The printing appears super­
ior to most that we have seen emanating from the 
Sudan in those days. Could it be completely bog­
us ? We think not. Con you help ? 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (Continued) 

Just to be sure we hadn't goofed John, we check­
ed back on the official circulars issued by Cairo 
and find that these~ listed with watermarks. 

In contrast, theissueforKingTut, stamps ond 
souvenir sheet, lists them "without11 watermarks. 

lt is possible that o quantity of paper remained 
from the Tut emission (i ssued in April) followedby 
the Art stamps in. May and the 20th Anniversary 
issue in July and they used it up. Perhaps it was 
issued both ways ? 
I have checked several copies of each in my own 
collection and find them all unwatermarked. 

Perhaps someone in Egypt can help us on this ? 

* * * 
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATUR E OF EGYPT 
"AN ANNOTATE[) REfiARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY 11 

By GORDON B. GARRETT 

With Valuable Assista nce From CHARLES FOX 

$lE C 1f 11 <OHNI ~ - IPO 5ilf A 1L 1»1\\AIR Ht IIINI G$ 

FROM THE QUARTERLY CIRCULAR - EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE OF LONDON 

PROGRESS REPORT ON STUDY IV - POST A EUROPEA - MacKENZ IE -LOW, A .S ., Vol. 1, 

No. 1, pp. 7- 10. A I ist of the types of the Posta Europea and government franks with the re­
cording of the earliest and latest dotes known at that time (February 1938}. 

Vol. 1, No. 7, pp. 4-6, Jllustrotionsoftheregisteredmorkings, postage paids, additional 
listing of dates. · Necessary" for ' the student of this era. . . 

THE EGYPTIAN TRANSIT COMPANY- MocKENZIE-LOW, A.S., Vol. 1, No. 6, pp. 3-5, Dec. 
_1939. Excellent data with illustrations of the Cairo and Suez markings. 

THE POSTA .EUROPEA - BYAM, Dr.: Wm., Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 44, August 1943. Brief notes on 
a change of type numbers in the Posta Europea types. 

BRIGGS & CO .. ...;_ Hl,!RT, E. F., .Vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 6-7. March 1939. Short but interesting 
notes on this I ittle pubii cized aspect of Egyptian P9stol History. 

THE POSTS OF FRANCE IN EGYPT - HURT, E.F., Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 1-7. May 1938. Good 

illustrations of the various markings with much useful data on dotes of usage. (Study 11) 

NOTES ON THE RUSSIAN, GREEK AND FRENCH POST OFFICES IN EGYPT - BOULAD, Jean, 

Vol. 11, No. 2, p.23, Dec., 1942. Briefbutinterestingnotesofvoluetothestudent. 

THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT FROM 1866 - MocKENZIE-LOW, A .S. Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 
9, May 1938. Brief nof"es without illustration on the morkingsofScio, Kossala, Alexond1·etto. 

OFFICIAL MARKINGS - GOVERNMENTALES - Vol. 1, No. 3, pp . 1-2, November 1938. 
An illustrated article with good information on this lesser known cancellation. 

THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT SINCE 1880 - MocKENZtE-LOW, A.S., Vol. n, No. 12, 

Dec. 1945, pp. 175-178. An excellent and comprehensive listing of these markings but with­
out illustration. 

THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT, 1865- 1880 - BLOMFIELD, R.S. Vol. Ill, No . 8, pp. 
102-108, Sept. 1949. A comprehensive listing by dotes showing the earliest and latest dates 
known at that time~ one page of good illustrations. 

HOTEL POSTMARKS - WARD, DR. Gordon, Vol. IV, No. 2, p· •. 17, May 1952. A listing of 25 
different hotel markings known at that time with a request for information to add to the list. 

POSTAL MARKINGS ASSORTED - WARD, Dr. G., Vol. IV; No. 4, pp. 57-60, July 1953. An 
excellent text explaining some 16 different unusual markings with illustrations of each. 

***NOTE: Many additional markings on the foreign post offices in Egypt and on military mail ore avail­
able to us. These will be listed in detail with the appropriate sections as they ore covered. 



. . ... '-- .. ...... -.... . -
' ,, 

~ EGYPTIAN TOPICS MARCH - APRIL 1973 PAGE 63 

On page 6 8 of the Quarterly Cir­
cular of the Egyptian Study Circl( 
of London, Vol. VII, No. 10, of 
June 1972, is illustrated the then 
only recorded manuscript town of 
origin mark for SIOUTH {Assiout) 
from the Napoleonic Campaign in 
Egypt in 1798- 1801. A photo of 
that i 11 ustration appears at right. 

NAPOLEON IN 
A SECOND MANUSCRIPT 
COVER WITH THE RARE 
MARKING OF "SiOUTH" 
(ASS lOUT) DISCOVERED 

EGYPT 
The actual cover, illustrated be­
low, is yet another example of 
the town of origin manuscript 
SIOUTH, that I recently acquired. 
lt is distinctly different from the 
example previously recorded. 

This letter 1 consisting 
of three pages, was 
written during 1800 
by the translator and 
secretory of General 
de Brigade DONZEL­
OT and is addressed 
to: A U GENERAL 
COMMANDANT EN 
CHEF L I ARMEE D I 

ORIENT, A SON 
QUARTIER GENERAL 
AU KAIRE (Cairo} . 

/ / ,.-.. 

/>h,?/7/- 7 
... .... · ( .· t/ -t --- .... ;. . 

The letter is signed by 
G e neral Donzetot and 
countered by him with 
an early form of noto­
rizotion by which he 
agrees that his signa-· 
ture is a true one. 

... ,... ... 

HELP NEEDED ON REVENUE STUDY 

.. 

For more than o decade Peter Fe! tus has been 
work ing on a specialized study of the various iss­
ues of Egyptian fiscols and revenues (Salt Dept., 
Tobacco T ox, Gen. purpose, Consular S e r v i c e 
stomps etc.). Robson Lowe of London has recent I y 
announced plans to ; ubi ish a series of foreign re­

venue catalogs. Current plans call for inclusion 
of the results of the Feltus study as the basis for 
the Egyptian volume. 
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lt is hoped to make this volume as complete and up 
to date os possible by the date of publication.Add­
itional information is needed. You may have mat­
erial to further the study ond 1 if what you haVe 
needs clarification, he will be happy to share his 
information with you. He is always willing to buy 
or trade to mutual advantage. If you are interest­
ed in revenues write to Feltus at 4970 Desmond St. 
Oaklond, California, 94618, U .S .A. 
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30 MILL AEROGRAMME ISSUED IN 1972 

At long lost we have managed to acquire a copy of this elusive item. Printed on pole cream col­
o~.ed paper, the lab.el (upper left is orange. The stamp is orange and green. Printing on the en­
v~~(>pE\i~ ord~g"b et<'c:~pt t.~~ line "second fold here, both in English and Arabic, in green. Border 
and the bv.ildihg ov.~rpirnt in the center is in very pole lavender . 
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