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"Because the panes must be bound on the
left, the ordinary sheet of stamps pre-
sents problems because only the left
hand margin can be used for this purpose.
In order to make use of the width of the
special paper of which stampsare print-
ed it is necessary, therefore to make
suitable plates. Any of the standard
works of reference describe at least one
method of laying out stamps on each row;
first @ binding margin then three stamps
printed the right way up and immediat-
ely adjacent, three stamps printed up-
side down.

This means thot the third and fourth
stamp in the row are what is known as
“tete beche" to each other i.e., one is
upside down in relation to the other(11).

After the first six stamps in the row
there is a gutter margin of sufficient
width to take two booklet bindings
which is followed by six other stamps.
The first three of these are the right way
up and the second three being the in-
verted trio, or upside down. On the
right side there is a further booklet bind-
ing margin., Therefore, there are in any
row, exactly six stamps the right way up
and six stamps upside down. The stamps
that are upside down when viewed in
the normal way have inverfed water -
marks,"

The layout then, as described above, certainly
means that exactly half of the booklets printed
from these plates have the watermark inverted
and half have them in the normal position (12).

From a quantity of 8,000 stamps used stamps of the 5
mil, Fuad 1923/26, | sorted out 150 stamps; without
doubt from booklets owing to the clipped perfora-
tions. All were with normal watermarks with the
exception of four,

The result was a surprise to me. | remembered the
same fact from the 1920/22 issue where, from a lot
of 2,600 used 5 mils. pink, | sorted outonly nine
stamps with inverted watermarks, two of them from
booklets.

| suspected then that the make-up of the plates
used to print the stamps intended for use in
booklets could perhaps have been different
from what our information so far indicated.

| looked again carefully at the 159 stamps from
the booklets of the 1923 Fuad issue. | was as-
tonished to find that the same varieties found
on the normal sheet C/23 and the no control
sheet were reproduced on some of these stamps.
Hustrated on the following page (Fig. 4) are
reproductions of twelve stamps, six of them
from booklets showing the various varieties de~
scribed AND six stamps from normalsheets
showing the SAME SIX VARIETIES.

The booklet stamps, without doubt, originate
from the same multipositive as that used for the
printing of the normal sheets because these
varieties appear in blocks or vertical strips
which indicate conclusively that they are from
post office sheets and not from booklets.

How can booklets be cut from normal post off-
ice sheets that do not provide enough selvedge
for the booklets from a carbon tissue froma
multipositive intended for normal post office
sheets, how could the carbon tissue be used to
prepare a cylinder ?

In the previously mentioned article on "Egypt-
ian Booklets Printed in Great Britain', the au-
thors, Jean Boulad and John Revell suggest
that the make -~up plate for booklets was on
the basis of the tete beche disposition so that
all of the booklets can have the binding at the
left notwithstanding that there will be stamps

(11) Stamp Booklets — Great Britain — "A
make up mystery" by TONY WISEMAN B, A,
in the "Stamp Lover" — March/April 1970,

(12) The principle reason for the binding at
the left and the make-up in tete beche dispos~
ition are imperative to make up the individual
watermarks of that period centered in every
stamp to be on the paper available. (For Great
Britein Edward VIIl). For the Egyptian mul-
tiple Crescent and Star watermark this is ir-
relevant, (Author's note}.
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PHOTOS P Nos. 4a and 4b

BOOKLET VARIETIES ON THE 5 MILLIEME

NO. 1 — Inclined colored dash right to left on

the white edge of the right label con-
taining ‘@ T@w®  nearly at its lower end G.
6. | have this variety on two vertical strips of
three and one of them with upper margin, The

variety is on the third row of a sheet.

No. 2 — Protruding color under the first Arabic

letter in the white edge of the right
labe!l containing 1. ® B.7. | have this var-
iety in a block of 3 x 3 and in a vertical block
of ten 2 x 5, variety imperf., watermark IX with
bottom margin. The variety is in the 9th row of
of a sheet.

No. 3 — Colored dash 2 mms. long on top right
bud, G.4. | have this variety on two
vertical strips of three.

No. 4 — This is the famous variety Dr. Byam

described in his article quoting that
it is the only attempt to retouch the Arabic
writing he had seen. The Arabic word ... in the
left hand label, the |letters under which there
are two dots have been roughly reshaped by
three ill-placed lines. This Byam variety is in
a used block of eight. Some years before he
had also seen a single stamp with this variety

C/D.1,

No. 5 — Additional white dash on the last Ara-

bic letter of D.1. | have this
variety on the top stamp of a vertical strip of
three. Also in a block of four from a used book~
let pane. The variety is on the second row from
a pane, normal watermark, and left opening.

No. 6 — This is the famous variety described

by Douglas MacNeille and Dr. Byam
"Tuft of hairs in the ear". This is stamp No. 35
in two different controls — C/23 and a sheet of
no control, D.4. | have this variety on an upper
vertical block of ten 2 x 5 with margin attached
imperforate, watermark 1X, The variety No. 35
is in the fourth row.
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Fig. 4o

The First Portrait lssue

1923/1926

Booklet Varieties

Fig. 4b.

Top shows positions 1, 2, 3
as they appear on the panes
for sheets and booklets,
Lower same positions 4, 5, 6
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with inverted watermarks.

How can an available multipositive be used to
fulfill such conditions ?

The easy way, in my opinion, is to build up a
new special mulfipositive for the booklets but,
then certainly, the same flaws of the previous
multipositive will not be repeated.

Besides, in my opinion, the tete beche dispos-
ition is not imperative forthat issue as the new
watermark asopted during the Harrison contract
— the smoll watermark type Vil, "The Multi-
ple Treble Crescent and Star”, allows shifting
in all directions so that every stamp will bear
the watermark or a portion of the watermark.

In 1945, while doing some research in the G,
P.O, in Cairo, | came across a letter along
with an answer relative to proofs of the Lon-
don Crown Overprints of 1923. | made an ex-

act copy of these two documents and | held:

them for 27 years without publishing their
confents, fearing that i might have failed to
copy them accurately.

In this letter, dated 12 January 1923, a
Director of Harrison & Sons Ltd. informs:

"In accordance with your instructions of
the 27 Nov. 1922 we beg to submit
proofs of:

One sheet of 5 mil. )
Two sheets of 1 mil. ) all 240 set
Two sheets of 15 mil. )

showing the overprint from the plates
which we have prepared for the small-
“En size e ; '

As the colour of the one and fifteen
milliemes renders the overprint rather
indistinct in black, we are submitting
alternative proofs surcharged in red
for these values.

We will arrange to proceed with the
overprinting immediarely we receive
your instructions.”

In answer, The Postmaster General, Cairo, re-

plied on 6 February 1923:

"Gentlemen:

With reference to your letter BGH/BK of
January '2/23 | have to inform you that
the printing of the surcharge is satisfact-
ory.

It is suggested however that the printing
should be slightly heavier especially
over the darker coloured stamps.

Surcharge should be printed exclusively
in black and not in red.

To me these decuments remained a puzzle from
that time until recently when | began thinking
about the plate make-up for the EGYPTIAN
BOOKLETS for that period.

| was puzzled by the 240 units in a sheet of the
5 mil, stamp knowing that Harrison printed the
ordinary stamps in a post office sheet composed
of two panes of 100 (10 x 10) one on topof the
other,

Now, with the suggestion that the 1920/22 book-
lets have come from a printing plate of 240 units,
the matter makes sense., This explains why the
stamps with the black London Crown Overprint
formed a sheet of 240 units for a 5 mil. sheet, it
was a stand-by plate then used for printing stamp
booklets.

“In typographic printing it is easy to arronge the

stereos to provide selvedges on a special post
office sheet from which 40 booklet panes could
be obtained with six stamps each, watermarked
in the same direction, or disposed in such a way
as to be tete beche. Also the selvedge (pillars)
can be disposed in several manners allowing bind-
ing at the left for all of the booklets, giving half
of the quantity inverted watermarks or not: dis-
posing the stamps with the head of the sphinx
the right way up or not. All of these dispositions
according to the disposibility of the paper size
at hand, ' or a paper size that could be provided
for. The watermark entry FOR EVERY STAMP was
then secured with the "treble Crescent and Star"
watermark .,

(Continued on the foliowing page)
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A plate of 240 units for the 5 mil. was on hand
" in January 1923. Horrison used that plate,
which had been used for fulfilling the booklet
order, to pull a sheet overprinted in black as @
proof for the Crown Overprint,

if the sheet had o tete beche make-up, this sheet
or part of it, would have survived, as the sheet
of red overprints of the 1 and 5 mils. have sur-
vived becouse the people handling the stamps
in that period were acknowledged experts.

This for the 5 mil, sheet. But for the two sheets
of the 1 and 15 mil. | suppose that Harrison sent
two truncated sheets of 120 for each of these
values (to complete the 240 unit set), one sheet
overprinted in black and the other of the same
size and format overprinted in red. The plates
for the overprint were arranged to suit the size
of the so-truncated sheets.

These truncated sheets of 120 each must have
been o complete upper pane (control attached)
and 20 stamps (2 rows of 10) fromthe lower pane
with the gutter between the panes untouched.

Dr. Byam had in his collection (Lot No. 682 of
his catalog sale) the control block of four of the
left bottom block of four with the variety of no
dots on stamp No., 100 and the broken frame
variety on stamp No. 90, overprinted in red for
the 1 mil, at the FIRST CAIRO EXHIBITION in
1946,

We don't know anything about any other control
blocks of four, or left bottom corner blocks top
pane overprinted in red.

The remaining stamps overprinted in red are
spread throughout the entire world among Egypt-
ian specialists. From the early times it was
known that only one pane of each value (1 &
15 mil.) had been overprinted in red, however
nobody had come across, or knew about the ex-
istence of o 5 mil, tete beche Crown Overprint
in black. The 5 mil. sheet of 240 was overprint=
ed in black and if it had a tete beche it would
certainly have been retained by the very clever
people who scattered the red overprinis. The
black overprint of the 1, 5 and 15 mil.were very
common when the issue was on sale and they
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have not attracted attention.

Certainly Harrison arranged his ex-booklet plate
of 240 units of the 5 mil. to receive the crown
overprint in a normal way. How thrilling it
would have been if that sheet had been retain-
ed, loter reaching the interested philatelists.

| have, in these lines, put forward this "make-up
mystery” and | hope the explanation will render
good satisfaction to the query: how to make up
the plates for the Harrison booklets Nos. 4, 5, 6,
7 and 8 have been prepared and most specially,
that for the No. 7 & 8 bocokiets (First Portrait
Issue ) which added the building of the ad-hoc
multipositive difficulty.

* * *

We will conclude this fine study in our next issue
with Chapter 11. This chapter will deal with the
double impressions to be found on the 1923 /1926
issue. It will be lavishly illustrated with fourteen
greatly enlarged photos making the detail sharply
apparent for excellent study possibilities.

NEW EGYPTIAN COLLECTORS'
DIRECTORY PLANMNED IN '73

Philatelists interested inthe stamps and postal hist-
ory of Egypt should be pleased to learn thata sec-
ond edition of the informative EGYPTIAN COLL-
ECTORS' DIRECTORY will be published this year.
The first edition, published in 1968, listed 138
Egypt specialists in all corners of the world, with
details of their special interests. It also contained
additional information and articles of particular
interest relative to philately in our area, includ-
ing details of the Philatelic Society of Egypt The
Egypt Study Circle and the Oriental Phil. Ass'n.

of London, including details of the benefits each
has to offer and data on how to join these groups.
The Second Edition will be even bigger & better.

All collectors of Egypt who are interested may be
listed in the new Directory and receive a comp-
feted copy on publication — both for $3.00 (.25
Sterling or its equivalent),

For a questionnaire and details write to Peter R.
FELTUS, 4970 Desmond Street, Qakland, Calif-
ornia, 94618, U.S.A,
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VL & Winlet

More
About

FRENCH ARMY

in EGYPT
1898

AN A’\JSWER TO A QUERY CONCERNING
THE FRENCH ARMY COVER ILLUSTRATED

In Topics, Volume 4, No. 2, was presented a
very inferesting nem from Dr. Bostwick's coli-
ection,

To answer the question asked at the end of the
article: What was the French army doing on
Egyptian soil in 1898, It is necessary to go back
in time and to study the military history of the
Mediterranean basin at the end of the 19th
Century,

Following the different treaties signed between
countries of the Levant and France, the military
of the latter had to intervene several times,
always with war ships: e.g., during the slaught-
ers between Druses and Maronites in 1860 and
later in the island of Crete.

This island was under Turkish domination in
1890. In 1895, public disturbances broke out
following the slaughter of the Christian inhab-
itants of the island by the Turkish garrison. A
Greek Squadron was sent to Crete to help the
opposition against the Turks. The Sultan asked
then for the intervention of European countries

in an effort to find a solution to the Cretan
problem, This explains how Fronce, Great Brit-
ain, Russia, ltaly, Austria then Germany sent
warships and seftled contingents in the main
towns of the island. The French Marine light in-
fantry stayed until about 1900,

The mail of these soldiers bore the hand written
indication: " Divisieon francais detachee en
Crete" or various readings of this text. Free
postage was granted to them on 17 April 1897.

It was at the beginning oft he year 1898 that one
of the destroyers of this division detached
to Crete was sent to Port Said following public
disturbances which broke out among the person-
nel of the Suez Canal. Three ships succeeded
one from the other during the first 8 months of
1898, among them the "Wattingny" and the "Con-
dor". The mail from the sailors of the destroy-
er then stationed at Port Said bore the indica-
tion "Detachee dans le levant" as this ship had
gone temporarily from Crete to Egypt. The Civil
stamp struck on Dr. Bostwick's item is the ord-
inary hondstamp of the French office in Port Said.
The handstamp " correspondence d'Armees, Port
Said”, the date-marker, which had been remov-
ed when it was used jointly with the civil hand-
stamp, was struck to justify the free postage of
the letter.

(Continued next page - col. 1 - bottom)
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. Letter to the Editor

in the November /December 1972 issue of
TOPICS we presenfed an interesting note on a
copy of Zeheri's No. 214, dealing with one of
the "Nubian Monument" commemoratives sub-
mitted by TOM HOMA. |t showed a good deal
of distortion and appeared blurred.

Relative to this JOHN F, COUSINS writes from

England with the following notes.

"Re: Tom Homa's "blurred" printing stamp of
the 1959 Nubia Monuments lssue, | can't claim
anything quite like this but, of the four copies
in my possession, three have an appreciable
red-brown tinge in the margins on both sides
of the picture. In these the picture is also dark
and light and the shades much toned down. The
fourth copy is on an official First Doy Coverand
has (almost) white margins. it is considerably
more distinct and lighter in shade.”

WATERMARKED ~— YES or NO ?

JOHN CQUSINS also writes about listings in
our new issue column. The first item "Society
of Friends Art", appeared in the July /August
1972 issue; the second "The Twentieth Anniver-
sary of the Revolution", in the September / Oct-
ober 1972 issue.

In both cases we listed them with the normal
watermark of Multiple Eagle. John says:

“In both Topics and Stanley Gibbons supplement
the issues for Society of Friends Art and 20th
Anniversary of the Revolution — 2 stamps and
a miniature sheet are stated to be on watermark-
ed paper (Multiple Eagle). The copies in my
possession have no watermarks | Wrong informa-
tien from Cairo ?

MORE —~ FRENCH ARMY IN EGYPT

Finally we can read the large marine handstamp
(whichis not a censorship marking) which always
appears on military naval mail "Marine francais,
Service a la Mer" with an ancher in the mid-
dle. Another variety exists with the following
text: "Marine Francais — anchor — Port Said"
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SWDAN PAIR WITH UNUSUAL

"NOQN POSTAL" OVERFRINT

We recently came across a unique item from the
Sudan. We can find no listing or mention of it
in any of the normal sources and we wonder if
someone can give us an answer ?

The item in question, illustrated below, is on a

pair of the 3 P.T, issue of 1927 (Zeh. #47, p. 364
1972 edition}, blue and red-brown.

They are surcharged in Arabic and English, read-
ing in English "NOT VALID FOR POSTAGE" in
two lines while the Arabic appears to translate
into "1 mil or (MEELM 1). It is identical to the
surcharge that appeared on the 10m. denominat-
ion revalued 5m. for the military in 1940 except
for the numeral, now 1 instead of 5.

i »
1l i PR L PPN
& | B v." B T g

<t NOT-VALID §
P ¢ W L &
I 1 G
¥ i
@ S Saer

Was it used as a kind of fiscal or, more likely was
it used as fractional currency during a coin short-
age ? We seem to recall reading about something
of this kind long ago. The printing appears super-
jor to most that we have seen emanating from the
Sudan in those days. Could it be completely bog-
us 7 We think not. Can you help ?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (Continued)

Just to be sure we hadn’t goofed John, we check~
ed back on the official circulars issued by Cairo
and find that these were listed with watermarks.
In contrast, the issue for King Tut, stamps and
souvenir sheet, lists them "without" watermarks.
It is possible that a quantity of paper remained
from the Tut emission (issued in April} followedby
the Art stamps in May and the 20th Anniversary
issue in July and they used it up, Perhaps it was
issued both ways ?

| have checked several copies of each in my own
collection and find them all unwatermarked.

Perhaps someone in Egypt can help us on this ?
*® * *
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THE PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF EGYPT

"AN ANNOTATED RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY™

By GORDON B. GARRETT
With Valuable Assistance From CHARLES FOX
SECTHOM & — POSTAL MARKINGS

FROM THE QUARTERLY CIRCULAR — EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE OF LONDON

PROGRESS REPORT ON STUDY IV — POSTA EUROPEA = MacKENZIE-LOW, A.5., Vol. 1,

No. 1, pp. 7-10. A list of the types of the Posta Europea and government franks with the re-
cording of the earliest and latest dates known at that time (February 1938).

Vol. 1, No. 7, pp. 4-6, lllustrations of the registered markings, postage paids, odditional
listing of dates. Necessary for'the student of this era.

THE EGYPTIAN TRANSIT COMPANY — MacKENZIE-LOW, A,S,, Veol. 1, No. 6, pp. 3-5, Dec.
1939. Excellent data with illustrations of the Cairo and Suez markings.

THE POSTA EUROPEA — BYAM, Dr, Wm., Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 44, August 1943, Brief notes on
a change of type numbers in the Posta Europea types. : -

BRIGGS & CO. — HURT, E.F,, Vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 6-7. March 1939. Short but interesting
notes on this little publicized aspect of Egyptian Postal History.

THE POSTS OF FRANCE IN EGYPT — HURT, E.F., Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 1-7. May 1938. Good
iflustrations of the various markings with much useful data on dates of usage. (Study II)

NOTES ON THE RUSSIAN, GREEK AND FRENCH POST OFFICES IN EGYPT --- BOULAD, Jean,
Vol.. 11, No..2, p. 23, Dec., 1942. Brief but interesting notes of value to the student.

THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT FROM 1866 == MacKENZIE-LOW, A.S. Vol. 1, No. 2, p.
9, May 1938 . Brief notes without illustration on the markings of Scio, Kassala, Alexandretta.

OFFICIAL MARKINGS — GOVERNMENTALES — Vol. 1, No. 3, pp. 1-2, November 1938.
An illustrated article with good information on this lesser known cancellation.
THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT SINCE 1880 - MacKENZIE-LOW, A,S,, Vol. Il, No. 12,

Dec. 1945, pp. 175-178. An excellent and comprehensive listing of these markings but with-
out illustration.

THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT, 1865 — 1880 - BLOMFIELD, R.S, Vol. lil, No. 8, pp.

102-108, Sept. 1949. A comprehensive listing by dates showing the earliest and latest dates
known at that time. one page of good illustrations.

HOTEL POSTMARKS - WARD, DR, Gordon, Vol. IV, No. 2, p» .17, May 1952. A listing of 25
different hotel markings known at that time with a request for information to add to the list.

POSTAL MARKINGS ASSORTED —— WARD, Dr. G., Vol. IV, No. 4, pp. 57-60, July 1953. An ™
excellent text explaining some 16 different unusual markings with illustrations of each.

**¥*NOTE: Many additional markings on the foreign post offices in Egypt and on military mail are avail=-
able to us. These will be listed in detail with the appropriate sections as they are covered.
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"

Wen Rigege

On page 68 of the Quarterly Cir-
cular of the Egyptian Study Circle
of London, Vol. VII, Neo. 10, of
June 1972, is illustrated the then
only recorded manuscript town of
origin mark for SIOUTH (Assiout)
from the Napoieonic Campaign in
Egypt in 1798-1801. A photo of
that illustration appears at right,

The actual cover, illustrated be-
fow, is yet another example of
the town of origin manuscript
SIOUTH, that | recently acquired.
it is distinctly different from the
example previously recorded.

This letter, consisting
of three pages, was
written during 1800
by the translator and
secretary of General
de Brigade DONZEL-
OT and is addressed
to: AU GENERAL
COMMANDANT EN
CHEF L'ARMEE D'
ORIENT, A SON
QUARTIER GENERAL
AU KAIRE (Cairo).

The letter is signed by
General Donzelot and
countered by him with
an early form of nota-
rization by which he
agrees that his signa-
ture is a true cne.
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NAPOLEON IN
EGYPT
1798
1807

A SECOND MANUSCRIPT
COVER WITH THE RARE
MARKING OF “SIOUTH"
(ASSIOUT) DISCOVERED

1

Wi

10 Oct 1800 {yeenvded
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HELP NEEDED ON REVENUE STUDY

For more than o decade Peter Feltus has
working on a specialized study of the various iss-
ves of Egyption fiscals and revenues (Salt Dept.,
Tobacco Tax, Gen. purpose, Consular Service
stamps etc.). Robson Lowe of London has recently
announced plans to | ublish a series of foreign re-
venue catalogs. Current plans call for inclusion
of the results of the Feltus study as the basis for

the Egyptian volume.

been

It is hoped to make this volume as complete and up
to date as possible by the date of publication.Add-
itional information is needed. You may have mat-
erial to further the study and, if what you have
needs clarification, he will be happy fo share his
information with you. He is always willing to buy
or trade to mutual advantage.
ed in revenues write to Feltus at 4970 Desmond St.
Ockland, California, 94618, U.S.A.

If you are interest-



% ¥
PAGE 64 MARCH - APRIL 1973 EGYPTIAN TOPICS

AARB REPUBLIC OF EGUPT

T E 30 MILL AEROGRAMME ISSUED IN 1972 . . .

At long last we have managed to acquire a copy of this elusive item. Prmfed on pale cream col-
ored paPer, the label (upper left is orange. The stamp is orange and green. Printing on the en-

.vé;{op 14 orange eXcept the line "second fold here, both in English and Arabic, in green. Border
cnd the bmldahg overplmf m the center is in very pale !avender
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