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OlWfl C~WIEfl • . . 

Photographs of the French Warshies­

"DUQUESNE and DUGUAY-TROUIN inte rned at 
Alexa ndria- 1940-43. See Ken Pie rce 's article 
on Page 40 of this issue 

. ·' 

A little la te again 1 but not by choice. Should be 
caught up and on time with our next issue. Big 
news should be the for mation of the new Egyptian 
Society so overwhel mingly approved by the ball­
ots received. Still a I ot of spade wo rk to be done 
before we con submit for Hnal decisions. A lot of 
pros and cons on the name, which seems to be im­
portant - we believe it is important too. A final 
decision will rest with you and will be included 
on the final ballot along with the officers. All of 
our present , bscribers will become Charte r Mem­
bers. No need for dues at present. On I y cost is 
the regular subsc ri ption to Topics. 

We are working hard to obtain so me good articles 
in depth for co mi ng issues and we badly need your 
help. Meanwhile, suffering along with your e di­
tor in his regular presentations of the story behind 
the story in the hi story of Egyptian airmail may be 
a bit bor ing to some not interested in airma i I. We 
do receive requests for an yth ing and everything in 
Egyptian and Sudanese philately, especiall y more 
information on the De La Rue issues. Apparently 
they were so well done that few realize the poss­
ibilities. Ostensibly, there is little to write but, 
we don't agree. The watermark varieties, lightly 
touched on, leave room for a lot of work , as well 
as color and perforation varieties, printings, con­
trol numbers, essays, proofs etc. These have been 
so common for so long we ta ke them for granted ! 
Have you tried to acquire any large stock lately? 

Much re mai ns too, in chronicling the Khedevial 
Mail l ine , the early for>varders (Waghorn except­
ed), the chalky papers and, of course, many later 
issues which we also tend to take for granted. Mr. 
Chaftar pointed this oul in connection with a pre­
sentation of the early Fuads in Topics last year. A 
word to the wise should be sufficient ? 

Our thanks to Dr. S .A. Goudsrnit for his timely 
notes in our defense - in explanation of the pro­
paganda stamps reported in Topics. Dr. G. is the 
highly respected Ed i tor in Chief of "The Physical 
Review" and the "Physi col Letters", pu b! ished by 
the Brook haven Labs. We hope this is on I y the 
first of a long series of articles and comments by 
the good Doctor. 

Have a nice Spring ... keep an e ye on the new 
Auctions lor the: "good stuff". 
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trench ottices in e.DYPI 
~ llll CO> If IF IR lE INIIC IHl :S lttltl If£ liJ) lE lL~ 11 INUE Ul> 

·I:HI ~ILIE~AIN!lLl>liiiA, IHGWWlf, 1940- 1943 

NOTE: A more detailed account of this subject 
has been submrtted for pub! ication to L .0 ,P. and 

. the Q .C. of the Egypt Study Crrcle of London by 
Dr. A . Winter of France. 

From the French Armrstice with Germany of June 
25, 1940 untii June of 1943, the French Eastern 

Mediterroneon .F!eet I known as "X rorce"was de­
tained in the Port of Alexandria by the English. 

lt included the battleship. " Lorra,ine", the cruisers 

"Duquesne", "Suffren", "Tourville", " Duguay­
Trouin''; the destroyers "Basque", "Forb in ", and 
"Fortune " and rhe submarine "Protee ". Uf these 

all but the . destro yers and thE: su•lomarine ha d nav-

al postal agencies aboard. The date stamps used 
by these agencies had the name of the ship on the 
upper part of a hexagonally shaped canceller with 
the outline formed of dashes. Mail from the ships 
w ithout a postal agency we re cancelled on one of 
rhe ships with an agency. 

Fig. 1. Cover addressed to Toulon, France w ith 
COS " Poste Aux Armees" , the octogonol cancell­
er of the cruiser "Suffren" ond the tgy·p tian cen­

sor band and marking. lncidentry the Egyptian 
Postal Censor mar k is in green. Examination of a 

large collection (over 300)of World War t I Egypt­

ian censored letters did not turn up any examples 

of rh is mark in green. Can an yone shed some 
..1 ight on this green censor ma rk ing ? 
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Fig. 

Cover 
a sail.or 
aboard . the 
submarine 
"PRO TEE" 
(which did 
not have a 
postal agen­
cy) with on 
the obverse 
the date 
stamp of 
the cruiser 

"Duguay - · ' 
Trouin", the -~'!W' · . 
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::ircular stamp. . . 
of "Maratime Francais I Service A La Mar '" a nd 'Eg;~tion· ,._ C~'h~or Mark in R~d. T-he obverse, 
(Fig. 3) with CDS "Poste Aux Armees" and the return address from the "PROTEE". 

Continued on the following page ••• 
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FRENCH OFFICES MAIL .OF .FRENCH SHIPS DETAINED IN ALEXANDRIA - 19401 1943. 

Mail ro France was by varying routes including 
road or ship between Alexandria and Be irut and 
thence by railroad through the occuppied count­
rie·s, via South Africa to Great Britain the nce 

through Portugal and Spain and occasionally, 
directly between Beirut and Marseilles. Obvi­
ously, man y different censor and route marks 
appear on these covers. 

Fig. 4-

--
The covers illustrated apparentl y rrcveled on the 
overland route to Beirut and tram Beiru t to 
Marseilles by air or sea. 

Egyptran CEnsor marks and bands are the only 
censor marks usually found on the letters travel­
ing this route. The CDS "Poste Aux Armees" is 
very rare on "X Force" me il. 

A cover similar to that depicted in figure 2, 
from the same sailor aboard the submarine 
" PROTEE'', however, this one bears the date 
stamp of the Cruiser "Tourvilie" . 
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There IS never a charge for WANTS or OFFERS 
I isted for our readers in EGYPT lA N TOPiCS. 

* * * 

URGENTlY NEEDED- For Egyptian Study Circle 

monograp h ... IJetai!s, including a photocopy 
of both sides of Napoleonic - Egyptian covers not 
previous! y r:ep0rted to me. Send information now 
to: JOHN A~ F!REBRACE 1 litt le Chart, Wafden 
Road, Chiselhur.st, Kent BR? 5DH, England. 

OFFER: Over 60 oitferent numbers of l'ORIENT 
PHILATELIQUE ror sale at $1.00 each. Send me 
your L'OP ~ant. list and I'll tell you which ones 
I can s_upply. PET_ER R. FELTUS, 4970 Desmond 
Street, Oakiand, California, 94618 .•. 

OFFER: Registered cover (not t-irst Day) of Ang!o 
Egyptian Treat y frank~d with 2 5 m. and 2 15 m. 
stamps. Postmark is Cairo / 12 MR. 37 / R .D ,C. 
Make offer to: HOWARD COURTNEY 1 2135 No. 
Bigelow, Peorio, Illinois., 61601 ... 

~ (\. \}\}~\)~~\\ 

PROPAGANDA 
ON STAMPS I • 

I jusr wont -to say a few soothing words ro those 
who take offense at propaganda on stamps or at 

· the a 'rticle about it in the Jan-Feb. 197 4 issue of 
"Egyptian Topics". it is obv;ous that governments 
use stamps extensively to spread their own, often 
extreme points of view 1 or for advert ising their 
country 's attractions. The distinction between 
these two is not sharp. In the distant past stamps 
were only used to pay postage and the face value , 
was the most important piece of inform(ltion they ' 
carried. Stamps often showed a portra it of rhe 
Chief of State or a landmark characteristic of the 
country. The country's name was sometimes ever: 
omitted. Then come rhe commemoratives with 
pictures. Though most of the5e ore pure! y histor­
ical, they could have some propaganda value by 
reminding us of old wounds. I doubt, however, 
that any of our independence issues wil! cause 
many people to wont to fight the British again. 

l claim that for advertising or propaga~da 1 stamps 
are uttedy valueless and thus, harmless. The gen­
era! public used stamps to pay postage; they look 
only at the face value, not at the pictures and 
are 1 in fact, irritated by the variety of frequent 
changes. Similarly, few people know whose por­
traits appear on the five, ten und twenty dollar 

WANTED: Editor needs Type 11 (circular cancel), bills. In 19241taly issu.ed stamps with paid adver-
of the 1919 E.E.F. emergency mail flown by rhe tising space for various products. 1t didn't. se~m 
R .A. F. for oirmai I display. If !'OU can he! P write to help soles and was soon discontinued, since 
to: GORDON B. GARRETT, P. 0. BOX 3875 advertising experts don't waste money. Some of 
T orronce, Col ifornio; 90503 . . · these stomps ore quite rare now. 1 think that this 

OFFER: "THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION". - proves decisively that stomps ore not to be token 
By G. A. Codding (1964 (if $6. 50) .And "Carry- seri9us! y as ):I o.~;>ropaganda .,medium. Coli ectors 
ing British Mails Overseas" by H , Robinson (!ss- are-the only ones who notice such details. They 
ued in 1964 @T S7 .50). fresh and new - ,the pair may agree br disagree with the propaganda~ , be 
together for only $5.00. Both contain many ref- amused or irritated by it. Fortunately, our hob-
erences to Egyptian _ Postal History. Write PETER ~y requires o large degree of mutua I unden;~·ond-
R. FELTUS, 4970 Desmond ~t., Oakland 946.18 "_, mg and tolerance. 

. . .. .. ~ . . 

WANTED: Your surplus of Egypts' 1867:69 issue 
and Egyptian Revenues, for my collections. I Will 
Buy or Swap. PETER R. FEL TUS, 4970 ''Desmond 
Street, Ook!ond, Col tfornia, 94618 • < . 

f 
Eds. Note. We welcome Dr. Goudsmit's clear­
cut analysis of what might have been a sticky sit­
uation. He has clarified and simpl ifiea the mess­
age we attempted ~o bring you in our last issue • 

..... _, 
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CAPT. T. A. ''TONY" GLADSTONE 
E:XP€ RI M € N TAl AIR 

I EDITOR'S NOTE: We are deepl y indebted to Mr . Fran~is 
j . Field and Mr. N .C. Ba ldwin of Sutton Coldfield, Eng­

land for much of the factual material presented here. 

We are also grateful to Mr. Field for much of the material 
used here for illustration which, over the years, has been 
supplied from his fine philatelic stock. Mr. Field recent­
ly celebrated his 50th Anniversary as on Aero-philatelist, 
and his help and advice along the way, is appreciated. 

, CAPTAIN T. A. "TONY" GLADSTONE, related to William 
E. Gladstone who served as Prime Minister of Britain for 17 
years during the reign of Queen Victoria, and as such, will 
be remembered by historians for his indecision and procrast­
ination in the matter of with holding troops from bottle com­
mittment during the siege of Khartoum b>' the Maahdi, resul­
ting in the death of General Charles Gordon of Sudan famE . 

Learning to fly in 1916 and attached to the R. N .A ,S. during 
the Gr=eat War, he earned the Air Force Crossfor me ritorious 
service, During a 1924 tour of Africa he was most favorably 
impressed with the possibiiities of an air sendee on the Nile, 
particuiorly between Khartoum and Kisumu and approaching 
the go vernments concerned, i.e., )udan, Tanganyika, and 
Kenya and Uganda, each of which was rr.ost encouraging to 

,....... ' 

. _ :~ . , -.. :~_ .. ~~ .;.-~rr~.4lli!ll;tim:~•~~m:.:~. ;;J§!Jl.·::"'~.:r· ·...,···· ""*~.:~!1!1.'"""41 
1 •,, I I I i 1 1 / 0 , 1 /' r ~ 11 o~. I' ! " ···" . ,, ' ' . ' ~ . 

••· 1-.. ·' ' . ' ' I: ' . ' · ·:· \ l , ' ~~ • ' I 

Khartoum 

to 

K i sumu 

1 9 2 7 
his proposal. Armed with these a~sur­
ances and their interest, he returned 
to Britain where he ioined the North 
Sea Aerial and General Transport Co ., 
Ltd., o subsidiary of the Blackburn 
Aeroplane and Motor Co., Ltd. which 
had been founded in April 1919 by the 
Hu 11 A ire raft Company, a forerunner of 
Blackburn. 

By Apri I 1925, Blackburn hod complet­
ed negotiations with the aforemention­
ed governments, and their proposals ac­
cepted. Subsidies from these govern­
ments, and from Blackburn launched 
the program. 

(Continued cin next .page). 
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At the time 1 however, Bi ackburn did not have a 
machine suitable for the proposed w:ork and a 
machine was purchased from the De Havilland 
Company~ This machine, a D.H. 50J 1 was laun­
ched at Rochester, on the Medway,inlate 1926 
and christened the ''PELICAN'~ Thus, the service 
sc heduled to follow the Nile Volley between 
Khartoum in the Sudan and Kisumu in Kenya Col­
ony, was actually a forerunner of the route u lt­
imately established by Imperial Airways. 

The ultimate plan 1 established by Gladstone and 
another eo-director of North Sea Aerial & Gen­
eral Transport 1 Sir AI an Cobham, was an experi­
mental service to be conducted for the govern­
ments mentioned, in conjunction with the British 
Colonial Service in an effort to establish commu­
nications for the Empire. planning connect1ons 
with the R .A .F. at Cairo. Its dem ise 1 apart from 
the initial wrecks in-volved, resultinq in severe 
delays, was brought about 1 not through failure to 
o complete the mission, but rather by a govern­
lent ruling stating that all tmpire communicat­

ions were to become the responsibi! ity of Imperial 
Airways, the government owned entity formed in 
1924 by the union of four smaller British c ommer­
cial airlines, and which, at the time was doing A 

I 

One of the eight covers 
carried from London to 
Cairo-Britis h A ir Com­
modore Wei r tra vel! ing 
as a passenger carry ing 
them in hand. 

Transport from London 
to'Cairo was in Imperi­
al's new De Hav ill and 
66 Hercules G-EMBY, 
(Illustra ted be low) be ­
ing ferried to the Mid­
dle East for its maide n 
trip from Egypt to Bag ­
hdad via Guza. 

lt is not known whether 
they w e r-e transported 
to Khartoum oy R .A .F. 
machine or token by 
normal surface post . 

~k.A~~ 
lho tJ-£13 M j,/t.x... 

A .C. Wei r' s signature on the re­
verse of the en vel ope with his no­
tation, "Caaried London- Cairo 
on G- EBMY . . 

Below -The "City of Baghdad", 
flown frorn London for service in 
the Middle East beginning 1927. 
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~:A PTAIN T. A. GLADSTONE 'S EXPERIMENTAL SERVICE KHARTOUM TO KISUMIJ -Cont. 

orge amount of sur vey work in Africa in preparo­
: ion for the I ine which was ulti ma tely established 
In Fe bruary/ March 1931. 

Vvhil e the ne cessary repairs were being made t o 
Pelican, the Royal Air Force loaned another ma­
chine to Gladstone, a Fairy IIID, a Flootplane, 
G-EPBZ. No official mail was carr ie d onthis 
f light but an unofficial mail of only eight fetters, 

(8) from London 1 addressed to officials and mili­
lo r y personnel in Kenya were carried. (Below). 

(.epairs to the " Pe l icon" were made necessa ry due 
o a crash on the initial take-off :2 January, 1927 

.>hen Captain Gladstone as pilot crashed in Lake 
·/ ictoria. Pelican was assigned letters G-EBOP. 

I ·~-···· ·-"'""'".11'~".....,....., ... ~~,~ 
_,. · H:;·e 

· l 
' r 

... 

·rhese eight le~ters were hand-carried on the ne:w 
-nperial machine, G-EBMY, a De Ha vilia nd 66 

:·lercu l es biplane being ferr ied to Coir::J for its 
nnaugural Imperial ru n between Cairo, Gaza, 
. !::~ghdod and Basra, by Air Commodore J. We ir , 
:! passenger on the ferry ride from London. Each 
··over was autographed b y him on the reverse wi th 
he natation " Car ried London - Ca iro on G-EBMY'.' 

··:ommodore Weir lost his I ife, along with Sir Sef­
~on Brancker, Civil Avia ti on Directo r in the tra­
gic crash of the Ai rs hip 101 on its fi rst leg of the 
lJni ted Kingdom-Egypt-l ndia flight on October5, 

:930. 48 people were killed in this crash. 

,'/hether these eight letters were carried o to 

r:: hartoum by rhe RAF or forwarded by the norm·· 
od surface mail is unknown: In any event Captain 
:;7!adstone assumed responsibili t y f or the m from 
< ha rt ou m to K i sumu . 

::: e h I ette r rece ived a three I ine cac het in purple 

"CARRIED BY THE AIRLINE BETvVE EN 
1<HARTOUM AND KISUMU, KENYA COLONY . 

··if ot' s signature 
-----------------------

The third line was signed T, A. Gladstone in blue. 
On arrived at Entebbe 1·he covers received a 
triple r ing oval cochet inscribed " H. E. I THE 
GOVERNOR" and the dote 11 FEB 1927 in the 
center. Entebbe is inscribed in manusc rip t in red 
ink olong with the ini t ials of the governor "F . B.". 
No doubt this lette r was hand -ca rri ed to Nairobi 
where and orange 20c stamp of Kenya Coiony was 
affixed, cancelled 12 PM / 14 FE I 27 KENYA 
and de livered through the normal post to the add­
ressee. 

Flying on to Jinja, Laplain Gladstone picked up 
a total mt:Jil of 40 offic ial letters, 36 destined for 
Khartoum and 4 for Kisu mu . Eac h of these re­
ceived a special red cachet rn Uganda consisting 
of a double ring circ le as AIR MAIL"' UGANDA­

SUDAN * betwee n the rings and the dote as 1S T/ 

FE 12/ 27 in the center. 1hese were used as 
cancellers on the stamps themselves. My cover is 
f ra nked with the 5c viole t , 15c red, ond the 50c 
gr'a y in payment o f postage, 70 c :being the rate 
per ha! f ounce . I he se covers also received a red 
s ingle- ring backstamp as KENYA - SU DAN I 
1ST / FE "12/27 I AIR MAIL and the normal double 
ring date stamp of KISUMU 6PM I 12 FE / 27 & 
a single-ring NAIROBI I 14 FE I 27 oppl ied o n 
arrival. This red single - circle cachet was use d 
only as a backstamp and is exceedingl y rare . (Se e 
il lus trations on the following page) . 

The ! etters destined for K hortoum were then re­
loaded and no fur ther markings were a pp I i e d. 
In addition to the above 36 letters for Khartoum, 
a new mail of some 2000 letters were despatched 
fro m Kisumu a nd each of these received a single­
ring cachet in red as illustrated, b u t 1 wit h the 
date altered to read FE 15 I 27 . The two c overs· 
ill us trated each received Cairo backstamps dated 
20 February 1927. 

Call ing again at Ji nja , an additional despat ch of 
544 let ters we re collec ted and each of t hese re ­
cei ved the red Uga nda sing le-circ le marking w ith 

the dote of FE 15 . G ladstone reached Khart·ou m 
around noon on the 18th and t he mai l was immed­
iate ly taken aboa rd an RAF machine and flown to 
Cairo where all of t his mail wcls bockstampedwith 
th;~ 20 February datestamp. 

(Cont inued o n the foil owing page) . 
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, : BY AIR :MAIL. 

·-.. · '\. 

THE FRONT AND REVERSE OF A COVER FLOWN BY GLADSTONE IN A FAIRY IIID 
MACH I NE BORROWED FROM THE R .A.F. FOLLOWING THE CRASH OF THE DH sor· 
IN LAKE V.ICTORIA, JANUARY 1927. A FAIRY MACHINE OF THE SAME TYPE IS ·· 
ILLUSTRATED ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. DOUBLE -RING CACHET ON THE FRONT . 
AND THE MA-NUSCRIPT "BY FIRST UGANDA -KENYA AIR ' MAILr• ARE IN RED. THE ~ 
SINGLE -RlNG KENYA -SUDAN BACKSTAMP IS IN RED WHILE THE TWO NORMAL · 
KISUMU AND NAIROBI BACKSTAMPS ARE IN BLACK . THIS IS ONE OF ONLY 4 .· 
LETTERS CARRIED THAT WAS ADDRESSED TO NAIROBI. 

.. . -

. · · J 

/ 
/ 

) 

'i,• · 
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An oversize envelope, posted at Kampala on 14 February 1927 addressed to London 
franked w ith a block and a single of the le and a marginal block of five of the 15c 
issue of Kenya and Uganda. · Double ci rcle c-achet 1ST/FE 15/27 is in red. The 
backstamp is a blurred, normal, single ring CAIRO/ 20 FE. 7.50 PM obliteration. 
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n the two fl ighf~ ;, femainin'g to · ..------•-------------.... ------• 
. 1is experimental service no 

official mail was carried sol:Jth­
ward. lt is possible that" a mail 
might hove be~n picked up in . 
Uganda for Kisumu as on the 
first trip but this writer has 
never seen orie, narhas it been 
verified. 

The second north-bound f1 ight 
deported from K isumu on Feb­
ruary 27th and mail received 
for this flightreceived the 
some single-ring cachet in red 
as i 11 ustrated tor the Feb. 12th 
flight but with the 1st omitted. 
A very s m a 11 amount of this 
mail, backstamped at JINJA, 
also received the red double-
ring cachet as pr~viously s'hown 
on the FE 12 cover but, with 
the elate FE 281 27. A total of 

,238 letters were picked up at 
Jinja but the number I oaded 
at Kenya (according to Francis 
Field) is not available. 

Following nis ret-urn to · 
Kisumu after this flight 
Gladstone turned the 
machine over to another 
pilot. the Pelican was 
ferried t.o k ·i su mu on 
March 10th with o trip 
planned for departure 
on March 12th. Unfor­
tunately, this unlucky 
machine again crashed 
on t a k e off on l a k e 
Victoria and had to be 
returned to the Black­
burn Works in Greece 
once again for repatrs. 
The mail fror11 this ill­
fated: flighLreceived a 
2eciol cachetafter be­

ing sciho ged from sub­
mersion in th~ lake, 

in violet as: -

.. ... ·' ~ .. 

,, 
BY AIR MAIL. 

11V- - -, ·~v;- , ·~ ,._.. }\ ~~;L-~ 

I\, 1.0- <.A ht .... .L.:.../ ..._) J Lf ) ;, 

Cover above - FE 15 1 27, posted on 10 FE at Nairobi is addressed 
to England with single-ring Kenya Sudan cachet in red. Cairo Ma­
chine slogan cancel of 20 FE 27 on the reverse. 

Some cachet below with 1ST omitted and with the rare FE 28 / 27 
~ouble-ring Kenya cachet on the reverse, faro.vosded to Mombasa. 

BY AIR MAIL. 

' j 
t~~~~ .. _......., ................. ~'W(l~ 

,.... ~ . l . .... t 
•.) .· 
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.By AIR MAIL. 
r, 

l .,, 
,1 ' 

Jv Air l-3-JJ. 

:.:i ~·; L lJ. : .: ~LC e , 
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1: . ~·ec:·~ · u l""t ~) l ~l. C ~ , 

~ E· [~ ~· 0 ~: ~. l i , 
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Another cover from Nairobi, enrout~ ~o Li~erpooi posted on 26 FE . lt ca rr ies the 
single-ring cachet of Kenya - Sudan in red . lt is one of the small number pi cked 
up at Jinja for the flight north. Taken to Cairo by R .A .F. machine, it received 
the si ogan machine cancel i llusttated below with date of 5 MAR 27 . 3:30P.M. 

Continued from 
previous page. 

Cachet shown on inte r­
rupted se 'rvice cover. 

~~IRO\ 
l~~A~2i. ~ :!QP 
\ ,rtV 

------------

43 s;ttd\L\ l\k$R rL i'!il. C:!I.IRO 

OWING TO TEMPORARY FAILURE 

air service mail 

fMwarded normal route 

This mail, of course, was not flown but transported by 
the normal surface routes then existing. 

According to Francis Field, the British Postmaster had 
announced early in March that arrangements had been 
made for British letters with an extra fee of 6d would 
be carried by this experimental service from Cairo to 
East Africa with a final acceptance date of March 10. 

Il lustration at right- is a portion of the cover illus­
trated on the previous page addressed to Kampala and 
forwarded on to Mombasa depicting the rare double­
ring cachet with DATE OF FE 28 / 27. 

\' iS if GuVE 

C r: ~ CYP 

i? S~VR 
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Howev~r, news of the accident reached London and all mail 
was forwarded by the ordinary route. Covers addressed from 
England to Kisumu are known bea r ing a red cachet "Service 
Officially arranged to operate from London March l Oth 1927 
but abandoned owing to breakdown of Hydroplane o n Lake 
Victoria/' They were backstamped at Kisumu on March 1st. 
(We illustrated a cover on page 100 of our July/ August iss;;. 
ue with a London depa rture stamp (cancel) of Ma rch 7th/ 
London, which we believed was destined for this flight. It 
was addressed to the Sudan but did ~at receive the spec i a I 
cachet noted above, or any other delay markings. Mr. Field 
on personal examination gave the opinion that it was a forg­
ery). In any event it is an interesting showpiece of the era •. 

This service, abandoned .from March 1927 until new plans 
for its renewal were made in September whenrhe PELICAN,; · 
repaired once again, a rrived for the resumed flights. Again 
the British Postmaste r arranged for special letters .o be carr;:. 
ied 1 as previously, . with the final posting date as September 
29th. Approximately 250 letterswere despatched from Lo~~ 
don, and only 20 from Uganda. 

British letters to Uganda received the double-ring cachet in 
red dated October 17th with the normal Jinja back stamp 1 

same date. Those to Kenya received the red Kenya single 
ring cachet in red on the front, also with date of October 
17th and the regufar kisumu backstamp, same date. 

Uganda letters to Kenya bear the red double-ring Uganda 
cache t on the front with date of October 16 / 27 and the__. 
red Kenya sinqle-ring backstampwitndate OC 17/27on 

the reverse in add ition to the 
ordinary Kisumu and Nairobi 
backstamps dated the 17th and 
18th respectively. 

·-- -
I · ,., -+---·-·-_ ... _._._·~..,:.~.;;....""r .. 

BY AIR MAIL.' 

·Map of the experimental route from 
Cairo to lake Victoria. Leg from 
Cairo was flown by the RAF, from 
Khartoum South by Gladstone's ex­
perimental servic;e t.n :March and 
September 1927. 

ONLY THE LETTERS FROM 
UGANDA T 0 KENYA RE­
CEIVED THE CACHET WITH 
THE DATE OF OCTOBER 16 
AND THE KENYA BACK­
STAMP - A TOTAL MAIL 
OF LESS THAN 20 PIECES 
(Note Illustration a! right). 

MiSS E.lit.Jo.ck, . 

-1'. o .1J9~., r~o. a4, . 
/ ' 

This flight was flown by Pi I ot 
F .J. Bailey later a regular 
Imperial Captain flying legs 
of. the scheduled Imperial runs 
to the Cape. The cover i llus­
trated bears his signature. 

. ~, ... 

n u i r o b i4· 

. t • . - ~ f 
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CAPTAIN T. A. GLADSTONE (Continued) 

Following Captain Bailey's return to Kisumu the 
machine was taken for a trial flight by ono the r 
pilot and poor old Pelican croshed once again, 
writing "finis"· to a noble experiment. 

Pl anes of No. 47 Squadron stationed at Khartoum 
in l 927, under the command of Air Commodore 
C. R. Samson, lined up along the Nile. Earlier 
they had been stationed at Helwan (Dec. 1926). 

Flying Fairy !IlD and IIIF machines 1 they carried 
the mail on the Khartoum-Cairo-Khartoum sector 
of this experimenta l service, 

_,. . ~-- '-· , . X ,. ~. ~ ;,.. 
-\" / \ /~ -1) / . . 

~~. .... -< 
c I \ 
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r--
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~-~ -----... ~ 
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later this same route was surveyed, with the form­
ation of a new company in mind, by Capt. Glad­
stone and Sir Alan Cobham. The company became 
a reality beari~g the name of Cobham Blackburn 
A.irlines, later incorporating into Imperial airways. 

Sadly, this tale ends with the premature death of 
this gallant trail blazer . On the 5.th of May 1931 
in company with another aviation pioneer 1 Com­
mande r G len Kidston, famous in his own right for 
his record run "to the Cape", K idston, interested 
in the commercial possibilities and their extension 
into South Africa, were making a routines u r v e y 
fli9ht in a Puss Moth machine travelling from 
J ohan nesburg to Pietermarltzburg, crashed in the 
rugged Tondjiesberg mountains (The Mountain of 
Little Teeth) and both were killed. 

The death of these two pioneer greats left a large 
void in the. future of South African aviation. Lat­
er friends erected a large dome-shaped memori­
al or monument to their memory on the spot where 
they crashed. This monument contains reflectors 
acting os a beacon that can be seen by any pilot 
flying in the area. 
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A CATALOGUE REVIEW 

THE 1974 "OVERSEAS 2" co:nbgue pub!ished by 
Stanley Gibbons, is the first I isting of Egypt by 
this firm for some years , and conta ins several 
changes and additions, the maiority of which are 
among the earlie r issues. 

" / 

The First Issue ( 1866) has been completely re ­
written. The 12-l/2 X 13 compound perforation 
varieties (previously Nos . 9c fa 9j) · appe nded to 
the listing of this issue a re now incorpor_ated into 
the standard lis ting. The perforation 13 varieties 
of this issue have been extended now to agree 
with Zeheri; previous! y, only the ten para value 
was credited os existing with this perforation; Al­
so added to the list1ng is an odditiorialshade of the 
five para, and the July 1867 bisect ~ of the two 
piastre value. Howeve r 1 Gibbons does not state 
which offices were authorized to use t'he bisect. 

A note relating to the existence of two types for 
all values has been incorporated into the text ac­
companying the listing of the First lssue 1 but no 
attempt to describe how the ty pes mo y be distin­
guished has been made. 

The 1867 Issue, nos had several of the previously 
I isted shades omitted, and rhe perforation var­
·ieties, Zeheri Nosr BBr · llc, l2o and l2/ have 
been added. The t.;_;o piostre bisect (Z eheri 12h) 
has also been added to the I ist. 

'· 
':Jhe only addition ro' the Third Issue is the incorp.:. 
oration of the 1872 bisect (Zeheri .18b), and 
whilst it is mentioned os having be~n~u.thorised 
for use at Gallipoli,· there is nothing to indi~ote 
to the non-discerning r eader th9t Gall ippl i is not 
in Egypt I or for that matter th~t Egypt . had av~r­
seas post offices in the Ottoman Empire or Sudan. 

Regarding the Third Issue 1 the no tes rela t ing to 
distinguishing between the 1872 and 1874 pe rf. 
12-1/ 2 X 12-1/2 issues ore, os in previous ~..at­
alogues, total! y inadequate. 

I he first three postage due issues have been · add­
ed to uy the incorporation of vorio~s imperforate, 
and imperforate between pairs. 

No longer I isted under the heading of Egypt ore 
the seals and stomps issued fo r the use of the Brit­
; sh army in Egypt, and the spec io I issue for Pc 1-

Gibbons 

OVERSEAS 

estine. The Palestine stomps ma y be fourd in the 
same catalogue under the heading of Gaza, now­
e ver, to obtain a listing of the army stamps it is 
necessary to purchase Gibbons British Common­
wea lth catalogue . 

In summation, whilst the listi ng may be adequate 
for the general COl lector I the many OmissionS Of 
relevant data (e.g. , distinguishing rhe types of 
the 1866, 1867 and postage due issues, distin­
gui shing the 1922 ove rprints 1 distinguishing the 
1872 and 1874 perf. 12-1/2 X 12-1/2 issuese tc) 
make it of minimal value to the special ist. At this 
point it may be interesting to no1e that the listing 
of Japan, which is canto 1ned in the some volume 
does go into far greater detail on similar matters. 

Under the heading of Egypt for t he first time, ore 
the ·stamps of the French post offices in Egypt. Al­
though mention is mode of the numeral concellot­
ions on French stomps of Alexandria and Port Said 
such stomps are not included in the listing. Ment­
ion of other foreign P .0. 's in Egypt is not mode 
except the British BO 1 & B02 cancels . The y ore 
1n Gibbons British Commonwealth Catalogue. 
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AB E UBLI [ 
THE CAIRO .INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 

Date of Issue: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheet: 
Perforation: 
Colors: 

Wate rmark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

21 March 1974 
HALIM YACOUB MIC KHAIL 

An ear ·of corn, o cog 1 

and rhe Fair ' s Mot to . 

25 x 42 mm. 
50 Stamps ( 10 X 5) 

11-1 / 2 
Pale blue 1 deep blue, blue, 
black, gray, turquoise, be ige 
orange, pa le orange and gray 

· orown with pale sa lmon. 

Multiple Eag le 
Rotogravure - Postal Printing 
House - A. R. of Egypt . 

1, 000,000 Stamps 

SOCIETY OF FAITHFULNESS AND HOPE 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheet 
Perforation: 
Coiors: 

Watermark: 
Pr inting: 
Quantity: 

21 March 197 4 
(Semi-pos tal ) - 20 + 10 Mills 

LOTFY EL SAWAF 
Egypt's First LrJdy at the hospital 
(Jehane El Sadat consoling one 
of the wounded and the Society 
Motto in a circle of white. 

60 x 48 mm . 
25 Stamps (5 x 5) 

11-l/2 
Emerald green, mauve, deep 
black 1 gold and white. 

Mu I tiple Eagle 
l<otogrovure as above 

L50, 000 Stamps 

WORLD POPULATION YEAR 

Date of Issue: 21 March 1974 
55 Mill s 

L YDIA FARID 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimesnsions: 
Sheet 
Pe rforation: 
Cn!ors: 

Mottoes of the Organ iza tion, 
rhe UN, target and aiagram. 

50 Stamos 
60 x 48 mm. 

( 10 X 5) 
11-1/2 

Emerald green, two shades of pale 
green 1 black, orange, royal blue & 
white. 

The Trade Fair, held each year , r s considered 
an important trade center where men from business, 
industry a nd governmen!· meet, from both East and 
West to conclude transactions necessary r o the 
economy. Both the estabi ished countries and the 
emerging nations disp!ay the ir best in industry 
and technology. 

A Society organized specificolly for the care and 
rehabilitation of all citizens of the Arab ond 
African nations iniured in civil accidents, disas­
ters, or during military operations, with the prop­
er help to re turn them to their normal lives with 
training and professional ass ista nce. 

.....,.v ...... ,,!. 

The 5 goal s of the Organization are: l} to improve 
knowledge on populations trends and re.!evant 
factors. 2) To sharpen awareness of population 
problems. 3) Provide effective education on pop·­
ulation, family I ife & reproductive problems. 4) 
To stimulate prog ressive thinking on alternative 
policies and development planning, und 5)Expond 
International cooperation 1n population fields and 
to supply technical assistance where require d . 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

Mu I tiple Eagle 
As above 

400, 000 Stamps 
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SOLAR BARK MUSEUM BOAT OF CHEOPS 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Shee t : 
Perforation: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 
Quantity: 

21 March 1974 
110 Mills 

LOTFY EL SA.WA F 
The Sun extending rays; 
The Sun Boat, a tablet of 
Egyptian characters. · 

28 x 61 mm. 
50 Stamps . (l 0 x 5) 

11 ~ 1/2 
Turquoise blue, Gold, deep 
brown and white. 

Multiple Eagle 
. As before 

L50,000 Stamps. 

found in Ma y , 1954, in a pit to the south of the 
Great Pyramid ofCheops at Gizo~ it is r~pproxi­
mately 42-l/2 meters long and made of cedar 
wood imported from Lebanon. H- was. dismantled 
but 1224 pieces oLwood were found, . the l·argest 
being 22-1/2:~eters ip leh$th and .. the smallest 
10 ems. Its prow and stern -were r~tade in the form 
of a lotus flower . 5 i x pairs of oars were found 
nea r the boat opproximarely seven meters 1ong. 
A wide deck house adorns the _ supe rstr uctur,e . 

• . . . ! 

Such boats were used ~y th~ t:gyptian·s in ~ncient 
times in their doily life. rhe purpose<?ofpu-tting a 
boot close to the Royal Burial place may have been 
for the King 1s use in visiting the sacred places in 
in the second I ife, or in transporting the corpse of 
the dead Kir)g from the \,;;apitol Memphis:: ro, t he 
burial site at Giza. 

REPUBLIC Of SUDRO 
Date of Issue: 
Denominations: 
Designs: 

t6 February 1974 
2 PT , 4PT and 10-1/2 PT 

The Emblem of Interpol, a 
world globe, the dates and 
INTERPOL in large letters. 

Dimensions: (Perf to perf} 40 x 30 mrn. 
Sheet: 50 Stamps ~ 5 x 10) 
Perforation: 11-1/~ 
Colors: 2 PT Gold, red~ salmon, black 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

white and gray. 
4 PT Gold, red, black, white 

pearl gray and gray. 
10--1/2 PT Gold, red, olack, white 

robin's egg blue and gray 
Unwaterma rked 

Kotogravure - Postal Printing 
House in the A .R. of Egypt. 

Unlisted. 

2 DRSUDAN ·~)l.\;i1~.i': _t 
Pt ~ 1923 1973 -' ·~ . 

i1Nl t 



PAGE 56 . MARCH.;.APRIL 1974 EGYPTIAN TOPICS 

IN ANSIIH 
TO DUB 

LIST IUBB! 
ON PAGE 27 of our· last issue we presented an 
interesting question by Kenneth Pierce pertain­
ing to a "Free Frank" on a French Consular en­
vel ope which passed through the Egyptian Post. , 

As is so often the case, our expert correspond­
ent in Switzerland, J. B. d'HJ-nnieres, answers a 
difficult question with ease arid references su p--
porting his explanation. ed. · · 

:,_ ... · .. 

With the probability that it endured u'ntil 1940 
or 1 945, mail of the legations and Consulates 
of the foreign governments represented in Egypt: 
were carried free of cha rge if the y carried th~: 
official seal showing clearly their origin. 

. . ·: .. . 
I recall discussing this with Dovglas Me Nei!te 
in Cairo when he was writing his arti .tle which 
appears in L'Orient Philatelique, No. 42 1 July 
1939 on pcrge 520. The section specifically in 
support of this qu~ry is contained in Chci.pter " 12 
of a major article dealing with Officials. That 
port which is pertinent is .reproduced hereon. 

. ·::··: 

On the cqver reproduced on page 27 1 the stamp 
of the "CONSULAT DE FRANCE - ALEXAN­
DRIE" being a frank. The dated postmark of 
Alexandria is the departure dote stamp. No arr-

ival backs tamp was struck on I etters addressed 
in the town (En Vill..e). JBH/ Lousanne 4;74. 

THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT IS CHAPTER 12 OF 
,AN INTERIM STUDY ("5) OF THE E .S .C. OF 
LONDON, ENTRUSTED TO MR . DOUGLAS 
Me NEILLE, ENTITLED: 

THE HISTORY OF THE CARRIAGE OF EGYPT­
!AN OFFICIAL POSTAL MATTER AND THE USE 
OF INTERPOSTAL LABELS. 

XII, CORRESPONDENCE ON OTHER THAN 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
CARRIED FREE. 

A considerable amount of correspondence has been 
carried free of charge at different t i.mes by th~ 
Egyptian Postal Adrriinisfration although it was 
not despatched by Egyptian Government Depart-:­
ments, nor was it on the Government Service. 

Perhaps it is outside' the scope, of this study but 
it is of considerable interest to briefly recapitu-: 
late the drcu'mstances in which such co~re~pon:-' 
dence was carried'. " . . . . . . . 

Correspondence, etc. carried free •.. 

. (The figures in brackets after each item repre­
.,sent the month aJ;ld y~~r, of the relative order). 

Specie forwarded by contractors for the use of 
the British .A rmy (2-85) and the Royal Navy (6-, 
85). . .. . . 

Note: Banking facilities in 1885 were not as now. 
The conveyance of s p e c i e was a State 
monopoly. Travellers ,were . lirni.ted to :a 
total of 100 Egyptio.n P.ounds at this gate 
and in 1887 the limit was reduced to 1:5Q·. 
In December 1 1894, the monopoly was .a­
bel ished. 

Briti sh Army Official Correspondence on 0 . H .M. 
S. envelopes- from or to the United 
Kingdom or possessions. If registered the 
fee only, was payable. In other cases the 
charges were pa yable os for the pub! ic . 

British Army, official parcels, inland (7-90). 

British Troops 1 all ordina ry correspondence . sent 
by British, Colonial and Indian 
Troops to addresses to their homes,. and 

if registered, the fee only, was payable. 
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9 to 15 , P .,r iods a s s t at l'd · in Chap. XII. Vario u, ~ov ,·r> , c<Hl l- •in ing oth" r th.1 11 E &,'}'ptian 
Official 111attl\r , st·nt by th l' fJri t~~ h 1\rtny. L t.•g ati ons ~ t>!t: . o f l.;n i tt•d Stah~ s ~ G t. Br i t.1in , 
Grl'l' Ct' ' G (:'!' lll. l l1 )' a nd r ri"d l l' l'. I Un fortun ~ \ t...•ly ~ <l lf h.' of these tn ark ings d o no t rt•producc 
h•d l ). 

(N os . , 1 tu 9 a nd t .. J fro tH 1\1r . Ml'~-.·i lfe' s co lkction , tht· iT l11 .l in ~k r fn nn. thl' cull t•c t ion 

of Mr. ] ciln il o ulad ). 

Note : I he concession was withdrawn 1-9-20. 
Field Service Past Cards addressed to t he 

United Kingdom, Australia, New Zeal­
and or Ceylon (2-15) . 

Note: The card was of the familiar "I am quite 
we!!." "I have been admitted, etc. type. 

Parcels of books for transmission to the British 
Troops on active service for Egypt ( l2-16). 
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Corresponde nee fr o m 
P r i so ne rs of War a t 
Ma lta (9_-14). The order 
wa s amp I ified (9- 14) to 
include pri soners of War 
irrespective of place of 
internment or destination 
of the letter . lt was fur­
t he r -rul ed (12- 16) t h a t 
letters, de., addressed 
to prisoners of war we re 
to be accepted free . 

Lady Allenby ·s uppeal for 
c omfo rts for the sold iers 
of the . Egyptian Expedit­
ionary Force. Some 3000· 
I etters were invol ved -
(1-18). 

Correspondence o f Hi s 
Britannic Majesty's Corn­
mere ial Agent addressed 
to the Sudan, Palestine 
or Egypt (8- 19) . 

Note: The correspond­
ence bore an oval stamp 
with the words "H .B •. M. 
Commercial A g ent fo r 
Egypt" round the ma rgin 
a nd the date of posting 
in t he center . 
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L'OP , N o. 42, oF.Ju~y 
1939, pages 520-21. 

Les Obl ite rations De s 
Bureau Franco is a I' Et­
ranger. Y&T, 1924 pll5 

~200 Years of Postal 
Progress w ilf be t he 
Theme Of t he· 7th 
U .S. Internationa l 
Ph i !ate! ic Ex hibit 
sc heduled for May 
29- June 6, 1976 
in Philadelphia Pa. 



PAGE 58 MARCH-APRIL 1974· EGYPTIAN TOPI-CS 

AUCTION 
R ESULTS 
Yes, . at long last Peter Felt~s has returned from 
his trek to the East Coast and, true to his word 
he has immediate! y forwarded the results of our 
last Egyptian Auction. We w i 11 I ist all of the 
lots that sold with highlights of the better items. 

LOT 

1 
2 
4 

5 

6 
7 
8 

10 

11 

12 

18 
21 
22 

23 

24 

# MB Cat. or Est. Price Realized 

$ 7.50 $ 7.00 
15.00 15.00 
15.00 28.00 

1929- 15 + 5m. SinkingFundseml-post­
ols of French Offices in Alexandria & Port 
Said, imperf. proofs of the 2 on a special 
Ate! ier Souvenir sheet'· v. f. 

5.00 7.50 
5m. Fuad booklet pane with 3 controls,v.f. 
(Yes, booklets ore good items - over est.). 

6.00 
5.00 

11.00 
A full sheet 55 m. on 100 m., the Nefertiti 
with the Palestine overprint . 

5.00 6.00 
For airmail buffs. A FULL SHEET of the 
M. E.A. N .s·. Conference (50) . this can .be 
plated. A real buy for the specialist. 

20.00 19.00 
5 m. &. 15 m. DC-3's, each with DOUBLE 
Palestine overprint, fine. 

40.00 40.00 
1884 Postage Dues 20 para block of six. 

7.50 8.00 
. ----- 5 .. 00 

3.00 3.50 
Nos. 21 & 22 are Pasta Europea .covers -
Co iro Type 11 and Samanud type · Ill 

25.00 . 25.00 
1878 cover, 20 pa 1872 & 1 PT 1S75~ Cairo 
to Constantinople, arrival pmk. 

3. 00 

lOT 

25 
26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
35 

. 36 
38 

If MB Cat. or Est. Pri ce Realized 

$ ----- 5 7.00 
6.00 

POSTCARDS - circa 1900 . 7 color & 23 
blk & white: Suez. Canal, Statues, etc . , 

10 . 00 11.00 
8.00 6.50 
5.00 5 00 
5.00 5.00 

8.00 
20.00 28.00 

193 1 Zeppelin airs on flown Continental 
Savoy envelope, CAIRE / GRAF ZEPPELIN 
pmk., to France with backstamps, fine. 

4.00 4.00 
5.00 

1961 UNEF Jugoslavia Forces in Egypt , w'th 
C DS 27 X I 61 and commem. pmk. of 5 years 
stay in Egypt, v. f. 

39 4.00 5.00 
1967 30rn. & 1964 SOm. Airs on envelope 
from NIL HILTON POST OFFICE / CAIRO to. 
France (NIL type unrecorded by Boulad) 

40 4.00 6.0p 
1967 special P .0 ,W. post ca rd with Hebrew 
printed text & prisoner's writing i-n Arabic. , 

BOOKS: 

41 7 50 13.50 
The much sought-after Baed1'!cke r of Egypt, 
(1908). AvaluoSie reference work. 

42 3. 00 .') . OiJ 
J. C. McCoan 's Egyp+-, 43! page;, ho rdbou;•d 

43 · 3: O"J · L. s·o 

44 

t:rnie Kehr's works - The ln+e~po~tals of Eg·rp~ 

{1Q62) a'"ld the 2Qrh Ce:1tury Stamps of Egyp+- . 
{1942) Fine 

2 . 00 2 00 
1960 paperbound edition of Zeheri catalag. 

A total of 17 bidders, 1.2 of which were successful 
' 

PETER IS PREPARING ANOTHER AUCTION NOW 
AND, AS YOU CAN SEE, QUALITY MATERIAL, 
PR ICED RIGHT SELLS. Much of th is went for over 
the est imate because it was useful. SEND YOURS 
NOW, DIRECTLY TO PETER AT: 

4970 Desmond St., C2_ak~nd, C.9! ifornia, 94618 

. '; 


