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,JOHN GRIMMER REPORTS ON STANLEY GIBBONS PRICES REALIZED FROM 20th MARCH AUCTION 
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193 8 Leprosy Rt::;earch Ccrog reo;s, 5rn. to :i'Crn. (S.G. 273 215 v;, r) 3 
1940 Chi!d W el f;n e Fund . 5m. !:m. (S. G. 284 var) 
1944 8 th Death A r. niv. King Fu ad I. 1 Om. (S G. 290 \' ill) 

1_ 94 5 King Farouk's 25th Birthc!ay , 1 Or:-1. (S.G . 302 va r). vt;rt.: ;tir . '.JL'Od tvvo sides. a 
fr:tl e close ;,!•J!I\j top ;c,nd down , ;gh t. v<:ry sc.;rr. e 2 
194 5 bOth .l', nniv. Df.'a th o f i sn-,ail P.Jsha. 1 Gm . (5 G . . '3·') 3) . "··•n ,, ,.-n1ple 
1945 A r.> b !_1r·.i n n. 10m., 22 rn. (S.G. 304-305 var) 
194G Vis it <J f King u f Saudi 1 O:n (S. G. 306 var) 
1 946 80th Postii \J E' Swrnp A nniv., to 2:'rn. (S G. 307 -3 1 ,-; Vdr) 4 
1946 Ci!iro Citildcd EviiC.Uation. 10m. 1S.G . 313 var) 
134 6 Ara b Cnn(J'('SS, 1m. to 15m. (S.r::;. 315- 32 1 \a r) 1 
1947 lnt. Ex hibi tion o f Fi ne /\ r1, 5rn. t o (S. G. ::!34-337 var ) 4 
1947 3 Gth Conference. 10m. (S. G. 3 38 var) 
1947 Bri tis h W i:hdrawa l, 1 Om. (S. G. 33 9 var ), rr.ng. exam;:·!e 
1948 lnt. Cott on Cong ress. 1 Om. ( S.G . 347 var) 
1 !':l!-8 E' gypti dn Trocps in G;; ;·a, 1 Om_ (S .G. 348 \ M ), r"nr (J. •.! x.m'ple 
194916th Ag r. and lnd . Exhibit ion. 10m. to 30m. (S.G. ] !)2 -Y)6 \:a r) 4 

1 349 Moh.:mrnr'd Al i. 1 Om. ( S.G. 358 var) 

1949 /, IJ o litio n uf U!ixr•d Courts . 10rn. (S G. 362 var) 

1950 Dcst rt lnstit;ne, 10rn. !.S G. 363 var) 

1 25th Anniv. Fu3d I Un iwr si ty, 22m. (S.G. 364 vo:u) 
1950 75th /l.nniv. Geo<J. Society, 30m. (S G. 3G 5 var) 

1951 Roy:J i W o!dding, 1 Orn. (S G. 367 var) 
1 Trc;• ty 1 Om. to 30rn . (S. G. 404-406 var) 3 

r xp ress t et ter; 1926-29 " Exrress l .<:ttc r" 20rn. bro wn of co lot rr ( S.G. 138 var). 

( P lat e 3) 
.. 1929 20m., 194 4 40m. (S .G. E139. £290 'ars) , F;:nouk coli<·( ;;on G'-'a rn!lt'?<'S on r<:v(nsc of 

b•Jth 2 
g, i ti sh ·Forces in Fg ypt; 1936 -3 9 3rn ., 1 Om., Fuad <:n u issw:s (S. G. !1 12 A 15\ i.lr) , 

v•:ry : .. • rce 
Offici.ds; 1826-35 1m. to :'> 0 •11. (S. G. 0 138- 149) 

- - 1938 1rn. lo 50m. (S.G. o;'.\i 284) 

4 

12 
9 

Pn-,tage D u es; 19?6-!:i 6 2rn . to 30m. ( less 20m. ) but w it fl :;haric:s of 2m. & 4 m. (S. G. 
D173 - 1!l1 . Dl33) 10 
Airma ils; 1 27rn. (S .G. 134 var) 
---.. 1'333 -38 1m. to 7.00 rn . {S .G.193 -213 var. it'SS S.G . 195) . r;,·e s<.!t ( Plat e 3) 20 

.... 1933 Avi,Jt io n Co ngrf>s s. 5rn . to 20m. ( .S .G. 2 14 n·, .,tchc:d b·, tl orn 
r:o rr1r: r ma• g. examples. supub rare ( Pla te 1) 5 
--- 19·11 - 46 Srn. 10 30 m .. wiih i.!ddi t ionJI shade ot 25:n. (S.G )35 ?;38 va r) !, f'l ,:te 3) 5 

--- 19 4 7 2m. 10 200m . ( S.G . 322 3 33 var) ( Plate 3) 12 

COLOUR TRIA LS 

1952 Arabic uvpt. in colou rs other t ha n t !wse issued, in d . r .•:·,uo 1 1n .. 3rn .. 6•n ., 1 Om. 
(4), 13m .. 22m .. 40rn .. 50m. (2), 100 m., Officia l4m., 50rn., PGst.-. Je C• ;r; Sm. 30rn. (S G. 
Bt."Vn 373 -38 8. 0407, 0412. D411); 10 0 o f eh CJ.id n t; 'l<o '':' " c;,rce •.;r oup 18 

ISSU ED STAMPS 

1856 5 pa. ( S .G. 1 ) . vert . st rip o f 4, g0od fe ··v short .. s· :led or sl•cv,ing 
T·,.pc: 3. 4, 5. 6, r;vpt. setti ng . r; e;Jt ca nce l. ,.,,ry scarce. El< S y.J m 4 
1866 5 pa. to 10 pi. ( S.G. 1-7 ) w ith I 5 pi ., g r·od cotor;•s. '<'U ce: ntr ing, a kw sh ort 
pods .. of unused ilp;:,.e ..; ran ce t.>xcept 20 pa .. 1 pi ., and 1 ·,_ 5 pi .. r'lr; 10 pi . d <-l w n 

sor11e fau: rs (High Cat.) 7 
18f56 2 pi. di ;.1g. bisect c· n pit:c•: ( S. G. 5d) , t;ec! by C,,i ro 186 7 , J;- .:el in blu<:, t:n c <' >cr:-.ple 
r<H e (Cat. £90) ( Pl a t e 3) 
1872 20 pa . (S.G. 30} Type 2, b lock of 4. good rolou r, {(·W :,ilc. rt f:•!!r fs., h.nge 
P;rr.Jil" der, very sc arce 4 
1874 -75 5 pi. (S.G. 41) TvDe 1 b lock of 4 . good r::ol·> ur. 'c sudi l('to9h pL: rfs .. I.Hgc o. g., 

4 , c rv 
1824 20 pa. o n 5 pi . "Surch. inverted" (S .G. 56a ) . b!ock o f 4, yood cc, lour, k -N sh•.l rt p.; rfs. , 
larg e p;Jrt o .g . (Plate 3) 4 
192(, Port Fu ;•d. 5m. to ( S.G. 141 - 1114 ) . s!iuhl tonir •g c · at rr:ve:r;;;, 

wi t h Po rt Fuad First Day C<l!'cels. rare ( Plate 3 ) 
1932 100m. on (1 (S.G. 188) , c.orner marg. block h i•• J•! U ir1 !!krgins only. V(;r y fine, 
rare ( Plate 3} 
1937 -1\ 4 5m. ( S. G. 252) . two booklet o f 6. a!lached, rH:,• r; i <> b.; th sid•. s. very 

12 scdr ce 
1939 46 1 COrn. variety " pri ntt· d on gu mn•ed side" (S .G. 280 · .. 1r). very fin e. l:i: >gc re;r.,,inder 
o n one s! ,ornp only ( Plate 3) 
1943 5m. on 5rn . vJriety "1 4 93" for " 1943" (S. G. u.c •' pit:: in !'>loc k of 4 ( the 
other 3 st <Hn;'s normal), unhillged 
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Egypt continued 

COllECTIONS AND RANGES 

Exceptional 5-vol. early to modern coli. with great emphasis on mu lti ples, commencing 1866 
5 pa .. 1 0 pa., 20 pa. and 1 pi .. also various imperf. plate proofs to 1 0 pi., 1867 -69 .. Pyramids" 
set of 6, 20 pa. and 1 pi. used, rest unused, later "Pyramids" to 5 pi. green, 1879 Surch. 
range, duplicated 1879 " Pyramids", 1884 20 pa. on 5 pi. Surch. inverted, subsequent 
" Pyramids" with fine shade rang es and multiples, 1914 Pictorials, imperf . plate proof set to 
200m., plus duplicated normals mint to 200m., superb spec ialised study of the 1922 
Monarchy ovpts. incl. viJr iP. tins, 1923-24 to £1 o.g. and used, 1925 Geographical, 1926 
Birthday, 3 mint. duplic<liCd other earlier Commems., 1927-37 to 500m. {3) <Jnd £1 (2} mint, 
1931 Zepp. pair, 1932 Surch'd. pair, 1933 Railways, 1933 Aviation, 1934 U.P.U. to 50m. 
mint and £1 used, a reasonably complete run to about 1957 with many vaJieti es in multiples, 
and a good lot of OfficiiJis <Jnd ovpt'd. issues with values to £1 ; cond . mixed on the eorlies 
otherwise fine Many Hundreds £300 

231 * 0 Early to modern colt. mounted in Hawid strips with 1866 issue to 1 pi., fine lot of mint 
"Pyramids" to 5 pi. green, 1879 Sure h. pa ir, 1914 s_P. t to 200m. mint, 1922 Monarchy set to 
200m. mint. 1923 -24 to [1 , 1925 Geographical, 1926 Agricultural. 1926 Birthday o.g., 
1927-37 to £1, 1931 Zepp. pair. 1933 Ra ilways, Aviation Congress, 1934 U.P.U. to 100 mils. 
and SOp. mint. 1947 Airs to 200m., 1952 ovpt'd. range, 1953 ditto to £1, Officials, Dues, 
Occ. of Palestine, etc., etc .; va luable lot; cond. varied S everal Hundreds £110 

232 * 0 Selection of better items incl. 1913 Official 5m. variety "ovpl. inverted" (S.G. 079) two used 
copies, also variety "no stop after S" x two mint examples in blocks uf 4, 1915 Official 2m. 
vmiety "ovpt. inverted" ( S.G. 088), 1932 50 m. on 50p. x 3 mint examples, and 1931 Zepp. 
1 OOm., Queen Nefertit i 1 OOm. orange-brown Surchd. U.A. R. 55, wi th variety "U .A.P." X 
two examples in corner blocks of 4. etc. 32 £22 
Duplicated stock of 1940's issues with complete sets, se -tenants, l11lJit iples. sh•~c ts and 233 * 0 

234 * 0 
F.D.C's S ome llundreds £20 
Duplicated middle period selection incl. 1927-37 to £1. 1953-56 to [1 (2 sets). 1947 Airs to 
200m. (14 sets) o.g., later issues to £1; useful lot; mostly fine £ 20 

235 0 

236 0 
237 ~.o?J 

POSTMARKS 

Used Abroad; 1867 -69 1 pi. (4 ), 1872 1 pi ., 1879 2 pi., most!y fine, showing scarce "Used 
Abroad" incl. Volo, Constantinople, M etelino, Gedda, Beirout. some almost complete strikes, 
very scarce lot 6 
1867 1 p. (S.G. 14) showing clear part Chantier VI cancel in blue, vc-ry scarce (Plate 3) 
Suakim Ca mpaign: 1855 9p. Soldier & Seaman env. (torn and repaired embossed stamp) 
with P<!rt albino Field P.O. from No. 2 Field Hospital. Indian Continyent, signed by Surgeon 
Major, Bombay orrival Cil ll{;el on reverse 6 Oct.; very scarce 

INTER-POSTAL SEAL 
238 * 1865-1 890 (A·Z) , unused coli. representing most of the Kehr types. some fer use abroad, 

all of unused appearance. a few with faults. several scarce locat ions ; an exceptional accu­
mulation (Plate 3) 104 

239 * 0 1865-90, coli. in album, Types 2-11 , unused or used, for Egypt and other levent ine Centres 
and postal systems with towns from A·Z; well written -up and attractively presented; a few 
somewhat soiled but an above average coli . ; over 30 used 172 

240 * 
241 * 
242 * 
243 * 

244 0 

SUEZ CANAL COMPANY 
1868 5c. to 40c. (S.G. 2·4 ). good colours, touched to clear margins. t iny gum thins or other 
small faults, scarce 3 
- 20c. (S.G. 3}, right hand marg. block of 40 (4 x 1 0) with sheet margin three sides. horiz. 
crease between 4th and 5th rows, showing tiny pinhole between tw o stamps, diag. corner 
crease at bottom, hinge remainder on two stamps only; a choice and desirable multiple 
-- 20c. (S.G. 3), top left marg. block of 30 (6 x 5) with sheet margin two sides, minor gum 
thins and creases, several rust spots, but attractilie and very scarce 

l
- 1 pi. (S.G. 4), block of 4, good colour, few short perfs., incl. two r1is sing down one side, 
four rust spots, positi ons 108, 109, 128. 129, Type 2 at left. 1 at right. providing two horiz. 
t~te - beche pairs, part o.n .. rare despite faults 4 

USED ABROAD 
1867 1 pi., 1872 5 pa .. each showing Beirout c.d.s. ( latter dated 14/ Gen./1 872) " V.R. Poste 
Egiziane/Beirout", some faults. part legible strike, very scarce 

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE! 
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Realized in 

English 

Pounds 

270 

75 

42 

26 
16 

75 
36 

23 

65 

220 

-1 6 

70 

52 

48 

32 

Some very fine material on rhe overprints of the 
First Issue of the Sudan, including some graphic 
rll ustrations showing variet ies not previously noted. 
A very fine study - long needed. 

The cui mi nation of several years work by Or. 
Harvey Tilles of High Point, N.C. in the 
field of P ERFINS will appear in the final cat-

alo9-olbum -well illustrated. 



PAGE 80 JULY - AUGUST 1975 EGYPTIAN PHILATELIC TOPICS 
G 0 R 0 O,_N :· ~Q:;~,, ~ARRET T 
The late Gabriei.Boulad wrote an article some 
years ago, i~ · F ·r·~·nch, that appeared in L'O P, 

whi eh we translated and presented in our Nov. 
1973 issue_, .. Disasters by Fire and Shipwreck~' 
Included was a brief passage on the famous de­
mise of this ship, the S. S. CAIRO along with a 
photo of a very fine and rare card, salvaged & 
now in the collection of Mr. lsaac Holly. 

Wrecked on the evening of 5 March 1905 near 
the entrance to Alexandria Harbot when heavy 
seas caused her to run on the rocks, She surviv­
ed the night. Mai I was taken from the 'Sea by 
Rgyptian awthorities, dried and forwarded. 

Both letters and cards received the cachet 1 in 
two lines in French and English - 11 Sauve du 
Naufrage du Cairo 11 11 Saved from the wreck 
of the S. S. Cairo 11

• 

While the m a i I 
was quite heavy, 
very few covers 
survived, especi­
ally those closed 
by the I nterposta I 
seals. The cover 
i 11 ustrated is now 
i n the e d i t o r • s 
collectiono lt has 
the seal, Kehr's 
Type VI b, # 379, 
dark red on white. 
Alexandria arriv. 
cds of 5 March05 • 

. ; 

~-

1\\C 0. 0. CAIQO 
JIN017HER 

f£LUS/VE 

WRECH 
COJJER 

SAUVE DU NAUFn AGE DU "CAIRO" 

SAVED FnOM Tt'{E WRE r..:- 1 ~ C l- ~~ . ~~ - "r ; .''. I RO" ·~ :...· 

~ 

·' :r 
. ; 

.. ,. 

. ., 

'· .. " . . ·' -~::~~;~:;_::;;:_ .:'; . 
' . ~ . 

,;.., .. . , .. ' 

" '. • 
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KENNETH PIERCE 

FOLLOW- UP: 

EARLY USES OF THE NUMERAL CANCELS 

Jn VOL. 7, No. 3, of Egyptian Philatelic Topics 
the author discussed the acquisition of a cover 
with the earliest recorded date of use of the 
11 5 08 0" numeral cancellation of the French post 
office in Alexandria. The article went on to list 
the earliest and latest known dates of usage of the 
11 3704" numeral cancel. 

Responding to that article, Jean Boulad d'Hum­
ieres has written to the author enclosing two most 
interesting journal tear sheets . The firs t from the 
Journal Philatelique Suisse, No. 1, 1961,page 
ll bv Mr . d' Humieres refers to know n early usage 
dotes of September 2 and 19, 1862 for "5080". 
This would still place the cover illustrated in EPT 
as the earliest known 5080 by one day. 

The second article, written by Raymond Solles, 
and appearing in Documents Ph ilatelique- Paris, 
No. 3, January 1960, page 104, states that the 
earliest known dote of use of "3704" was March 7, 
1857. 

As both authors are well-known for heir philatel­
ic research and integrity 1 this author feels assured 
that the dates given were based upon sound evi­
dence. However, it would be helpful to record 
the present owners of these covers, especially the 
"3704" as this pre-dates the pre viously known 
early use by 11 months ! Anyone with informa­
tion regarding same should so inform the author or 
the editor of Topics. 

Regarding latest usage, Mr. d'Humieres records 
a "5080" cancel on a small envelope addressed 
to Lyon da+ed March 14, 18761 post dating the 
author's previous listed usage by 15 days. 

In light of the above, the following revised table 
of earl iest and latest usage is presented: 

VI8IT8E~L 
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FIANUIIJ 
l~fPT 

CANCEL: 2 Lf'~\f\?,., qcr ( 
Earliest date, March?, 1857 reported 
by Raymond Salles, the present owner 
is unknown. 

3074 

3704 la test date 1 July.. 31, 1862; Owner is 
Kenneth Pierce . 

5080 Earliest date, September 1, 1862. The 
owner now is.Kenneth Pierce. 

5080 Latest date, March 14, 1876; O wner 
is Jean Boulad d' Humieres. 

E:GVPT ~TUDY UN·IT 
PETER FEL TUS 1 our Vice President, writes to re­
p rt that a small study group has been organized 
in the Son Francisco- Oakland Bay area. The first 
meeting was held at Peter's home on June 25th os 
a result of the first meeting held during Westpex 
back in April at the home of Tom Olson. 

In addition to Peter, tho.se attendingwere TOM 
OLSON, VAHAN ANDONIAN, GEORGE LEWIS, 
and HYtv\AN GOLDSTEIN. 

The discussion naturally evolved .,round Egypt ian 
stamps in genera l and Vahan displayed his nearly 
complete collection of Egyp tian proofs (He won a 
GOLD MEDAL for this display at WESTPEX. 

Anothermeeting is planned fo-r Sep tember 25th, 
this time at the home of Hyman Goldstein, 8:00 
P .Me Members and visitors are welcome, whether 
you live in the Bay area or just visiting. For in­
formation and direc tions, call Peter (415) 658-9627. 

A similar group is planned for the Los Angeles area. 
If interested call the editor (213) 775-3761-office} 
or Kenneth Pierce (213) 359-8111 -offi ce),. We 
will arrange a get-together at an early date. 
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-sE 0 R G E H 0 US T 0 N F R P S L 

MANY Qlf YOV will remember the Catalog 
11 Revie w" by 1 '-t:~.mel"h D. Knigh t in our March 
April 1974 issue noting the Stanley Gibbons 
11 0VERSEAS 2 11 had incorporated many chan­
ges in the section on Egypt. 

Now, Mr. Houston takes the editors to task 
for a great many important discrepancies that 
STILL ex ist. Whether it is plain apal- hy, lazi­
ness, lack of interest or irresponsibility quite 
frankly we don't know. We do know that when 
they begin to feel the pinch in the pocketbook 
from diminishing sales, then, and probablyon­
ly then, will they act decisively ••• 

Complacent, as they now appear, They can't 
envision the precise catalogs, produced accur­
ately, country by country, by the specialist 
societies which eventually will take over. Take 
heed, Mr. Scott, Mr. Gibbons, et al. Clean 
it up now before it is too late ! 

A 11 Fellow 11 of the Roayl, Mr. Houston has spent 
many years working in this area and we have come 
to rely on his expert opinion in the matter of Eg­
yptian philately. We believe serious collectors 
of Egypt will find this detailed article of consid-
erable interest • • Ed. 

EVERY NOW AND THEN, on perusal of special­
ized, as we ll as standard catalogs wh ich do list 
Egypt, I am amazed how much misinformation is 
carried forward from one e dition to the next, w ith 
publishers either not caring, oravoiding the effort 
of puHing things right. Research goes on , certain 
stamps are sold and bought at auction, but all of 
this activity is patently ignored by catalog edit­
ors and publishers; and this apathy applies, both 
to new listings and/ or amendments as well as to 
the non-omission of items which should not be in 
the catalog at all, or better still,. which could be 
mentioned in footnote s without pricing so that the 
tyro or investor realizes that the ite m exists but 
for some reason or other need not be bought sim­
ply to complete a collection or to serve as an in­
vestment. 

Well, after such a longwinded introduction you 
may well ask, what comes next ••• ? 

Items listed under the heading EGYPT in the SG 
catalog, OVERSEAS VOL. 2, which needs a long 

EGYP · . AN PHILATELIC TOPICS 

THE 

CATALCGS' 

UNDER 

(1) EGYPT 1867- No. 12 ba, bisected diagon-
ally. The period of use given as (7-69) is 

not true. lt should read (12-71 to 1-72).And the 
mention on cover is mi sleading. The bisects were 

' only authorized for use on newspaperwrappers oron 
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the title page of a newspaper. Of course 1 thi; 
does not apply to the only other 11AUTHORIZED 
BISECT", No. 5d, which was caused by an 
end-of-validity-of-issue-shortage of 1 piastre 
stamps representative of the postage for letters 
from one Egyptian town to another. A I I other 
bisects listed by SG under numbers 12a, 14 d 
15d, 31 a, 32a, 37b and 39aa, were never 
authorized by the Egyptian post office, a good 
enough excuse for I isting them, OK ? * 

(2) The entire chapter of SG 44-72 should be 
re-written in accordance with the Study 

Group's findings, particularly in separating the 
11 NARROW" and "WIDE" CRESCENT or,d STAR 
watermarks. 

As you know the imprinted WMK (CRESCENT & 
STAR) of the 1867 issue is completely different 
from the following wa termark, (Crescent & Star) 
of the 1872 /79 p~riod. And this aga in is very 
different from eithe r of the DE LA RUE NARROW 
and WIDE CRESCENT & STAR WATERMARKS. 

The narrow watermark was used in 1879/81; the 
wide watermark 1881/1915, with a few except­
ions in the 1914 pictorials, some postage dues 
and the NO VALUE official. Stomps that were 
printed on both narrow and wide watermark pap­
ers, must necessarily be listed twice under their 
respective series, and I mean SG Nos. 44 and · 
4 8 - once with the series of the narrow water­
mark of 1879, as at present, and then again with 
the series of the wide watermark in group 52/55. 
At the same time, Nos. 50/51 exist only with 
the narrow wmk. and therefore could be includ­
ed with the 1879 series, with the ye a r of the 
col or change in brackets. Naturally, all of the 
crescent & star wmks. of 1867, 1872, the 1879 
(NARROW) and 1881 (WIDE) CR. ond STAR), 
should be properly and well illustrated. 

(3) The 11 IMP ERF BETWEEN$" of the Harrison 
printings 1921/22 on paper with the new 

wmko "TRIP LE CR & ST~' are listed by SG only 
as occuring in two values, namely the two mil 
green SG No. 85a and the 5 mil lake SG No. 
89a, with no indication whether the above are 
horizontal or vertical parrs. Furthermore 1 I hav ' 
in my collection, apart from the 2 above (let \ ; 
assume that these are horizontal pairs), 3 verti · 
col pairs, viz. the 3, 10 and 50 mils. Peter A 
S. Smith has in his collection, 2 horizontal pair 
namely the 5 mil and 10 mil. 
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Now to collate each of these recorded items: 

IMPERFORATE BETWEEN VERTICALLY -

SG 85a 2 mil green 
SG 89a 5 mil lake 
SG 89a " 11 

" 

SG 91 (x) 10 mil blue 

1 in G. T. Houston coli. 
1 in P.A. S. Smith coli. 
1 in G. T. Houston coli. 
1 in Smith collection. 

IMPERFORATE BETWEEN HORIZONTALLY-

SG 87 3 mil orange-yellow 1 in Houston coli. 
SG 91 {x) 10 mil blw 11 11 

" 
11 

SG 94 50 mil purple " " 11 11 

(x) both have wmk. INVERTED (although one is 
imperf between VERT., the other impf. HORIZ). 

11 lustrates ore composites from photos of the items 
in the author's collection which were prepared for 
exhibition in 1970. The 2 mil is not shown be­
cause it was obtained later from Harmer's 11 L E E 
AUCTION (NY) in Aprit 1972. Now, as per the 
foregoing list, there ore six (6) different IMPERF 
BETWEEN pairs in existence (one pair of the sev­
en listed is duplicated: the 5 mil SG 89a. 

Zeheri 1972 does not list any of the Harrison 
IMPERF BETWEENS. I do not know the reason for 
this omission. Perhaps they were never known in 
Egypt. On the other hand if they perhaps classify 
them as proofs (MOST IMPOSSIBLE), then the en­
tire listing on the previous page s h o u Id be men­
tioned in the introductory inforrr.ation given in 
the head of the Harrison 1921/22 issue in Zeh-
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eri•s catalog. 

(4) While i am on cat a I o g improvements it 
wou Id also be desirable for SG to drop some 

of the Crown overprint varieties listed but never 
accepted by the Egypt Study Circle or the Zeheri 
catalog - other than of clandestine origin. 

These are the following: 

SG 98 b - 1 Mil - Overprint Double 

(While on the basic stamp, it is essential for 
an e xact statement of facts, to point out that 
S G 98a, the 1 mi I, overprint INVERTED is a 
very rare stamp as only 34 mint copies have 
been found (or rather purchased} by a stamp 
dealer in a Cairo hotel post office during 
their currency and these are overprinted with 
Crown Overprint Type 2a (blurred crown}. 
1 mil was the postage rateforsmall envelopes 
that could contain only visiting cards, a 
French custom at Christmas, New Years and 
other festive occasions, or even a combining 
one • • for local use. The si xty-six oth­
er stamps of the sheet of 100 were sold for 
such purpose for Christmas 1922 thus most 
of these would be lost to philately. Most of 
the varieties purporting to be SG98a,mint 
or used, in the trade or offered at a u c t i on 
and overprinted with the GENUINE OVER­
PR! NTING PLATE - BUT OF TYPE 1 or 3 
are of clandestine origin, similar to those I 
am dealing with right here and now}. 

SG 99a 2 Mil Overprint Double 
SG 101 a 4 Mil Overprint Inverted 
SG 101 b 4 Mil Overprint Double 

SG 106b 20Mil- Overprint Double 
(Here again a word of warning: SG 106a-
20 mil overprint INVERTED; Most copies of 
this rare stamp, offered at auctionand in the 
trade bear the overprint inverted ofT ype 1 or 
Type 3 and are clandestinely produced while 
the original variety bears the overprint TYPE 
4 (LONDON) •. 

SG 108a 

SG 108 b 

lOO mil Overprint Inverted 
while for the variety -
100 mi I Overprint Double -

Its status may be doubtful, but according to a 
few reputable members of the old school, ei­
ther one or two sheets were sold d u r i n g its 

currency over the counter of the Alexandria chief 
post office, which of course would establish THIS 
variety as a genuine one. 

Now, all of the varieties listed above, perhaps 
with the e xception of the last one, were clandes­
tinely overprinted using the original printing sur­
face, but only of Type 1 or Type 3. This was done 
by order of a high government official for distribu­
tion to friends. Another variety, this time of on 
official stamp of the period (0. H. E. M. S.}, was 
also produced clandestinely from the original over­
printing plate. However, this is NOT LISTED BY 
SG but I think a warning against future I is tin g is 
quite in order. lt is: 

SG 0-115 - 5 mil OHEMS - Overprint Double. 

Neither Zeheri nor the Egypt Study Circle have 
at any time recognized any of the above mentim ed 
overprint varieties. They were clandestinely pro- . 
duced, distributed by o rder 1 and I maintain, with 
many other members of the ESC, that there is no 
reason whatever for SG to list these items. 

(5) About five years ago I sent the following study 
on Egyptian perfbrations, as listed in special­

ized and standard catalogs that \ ist Egypt, to the 
following catalog publishers: 

STANLEY GIBBONS - SCOTT - MICHEL­
ROBSON LOWE- YVERT, and, of course the 
Philatelic Society of Egypt, who now acts as the 
publisher of the ZEHERI catalog. 

As far as I am concerned only Zeheri has adopted 
my study in toto and has amended all perforations 
stated by me for the period 1879-1935. Only one 
11 misinformation 11 is still carried forward into the 
latest (1972} Zeheri, namely, the set issued to 
commemorate the International Aviation Congress 
held in Cairo in December 1933 WHICH IS NOT 
AN AIRMAIL SET, but is ·still listed as such. 

All Egyptian stamps provided for airmail usage of 
that period bear the Arabic and French inscription 
of their purpose of issue, viz, 11 POSTE AERIENNE 11 

and as this is not the case with SG 214/18, they 
are commemorative stamps - and correctly listed 
by Stanley Gibbons. 

While on the subject of perforations and their in­
correct listings, it may be of interest to Holy Land 
and British Mandate of Palestine collectors, that 
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SG do give the wrong perforations as well for 
that chapter of the ir catalog, this time the red 
one. This could best be accomplished by advis ­
ing of the use of the INSTANTAPERFORATION 
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GUAGE , to check the true perforations of Egypt 
1879-1935, as well as Palestine's, for all list­
ings, 1918- 1948 . 

G. T. HOUSTON, F. R. P. S. L. 

EGYPTIAN PERFORATIONS 1879- 1935 

A STORY OF NEGLECT AND MISREPRESENTATION IN THE CA TA LOGS 

By GoT. HOUSTON, F. R. P. S . L. 

. . . 

The tables on the following pages are the result of several years work by Mr. Houston, in an 
effort to arrive at the true and correct perforations as they apply to the is.sues in question and 
on which very little, if any agreement exists among the various oatalog publishers. Ed. 

For the pu rpose of identification of exact perfor­
ations, I ha ve use d throu ghout, STA NLEY GIB­
BONS• 11 INSTANTA 11 PERFORATION GAUGE, 
which I find to be the most rei iable on the mark­
et. A 11 stamps are I isted according t·o · Gi bbon's 
catalog numbering system. After details of the 
year of issue (column 1} and the issue itself or 
the name of the printers (column 2} 1 the S. G. 
catalog number (column 3) , the perforation list­
ed by S. G. is given (column 4) . In column 5, 
appear other catalog listi ngs that DIFFER FROM 
S. G.: If any of the catalogs referenced do NOT 
appear in Column 5, this signifies that the perf­
oration corresponds to the S. G. listing. In col­
umn 6 are I iste d what I te rm to be the true per­
forations, as found by me in checking thousands 
of stamps of the respective issues over the years. 
hi column 7 a hyphen means that a 11 catalogs 
list the perforation incorrectly •. Whereapplicable 
all those catalogs are listed which give the true 
perforation, as established by me - for each is­
sue separate I y. 

The purpose of this article is the complete ov­
erhaul of perforation listin gs in Standard cata­
logs - for these issues, and it is left for · other 
students, interes ted in the later issues, i.e. after 
1935 1 to comp I ete the study. 

THE REFERENCED CA TALOGS: 

STANLEY GIBBONS PART 3 
SCOTT'S CATALOG - PART 

(Now in Scott•s Part 2) 
YVERT & TELLJER PART 3 
MICHEL CA TALOG PART 3 
ROBSON LOWE'S ENCY. PT. 2 
SANABRIA CATALOG 
ZEHERI CATALOG 

(S . G.} 
(SC .) 

(YVE) 
(MIC) 
(R.L.) 
(SAN) 
(Z} 

MORE: ON LOC ~L) 
L.N. & M. W ILLIAMS 

In our MARCH/ APRIL Issue, BILL ITTEL gave us 
some very intere sting facts concerning the query 
on the Turkish 11 Locals 11

1 used as a Constantinople 
City spring-water tax. 

L. N. & M . WILLIAMS 1 of London , known the 
world over for their acumen in matters philatel­
ic , write to add a little more to what Bill has 

given us. They go on to say: 

11 There are two additional colors besides the shades 
in addition to those already mentioned, namely 
lilac and wh ite . (the lilac listed may be a var­
iant on the purple Bill noted}'~ 

Williams goes on to say that the names listedas in 
four languages are in fact the names of the vari­
ous districts, i .e. , Kanli-Kavak , Kara-Koulak, 
Geuz-Te pe , Ayazma, Kaich-Dagh, Ketche and 
T chamlidja. 

11 Later issues ex ist with other names on them as 
well. The fi rst stamps to pay the Spring-Water 
Tax in Constantinople appeared in 1868 but of 
a different design ... 

Williams goes on to say that these stamps are list­
ed in the First Edition (1905) Of 11 Cataloguede 
Timbres Fiscaux 11 by A. Forbin, but for some 
reason, they were omitted fro m the second 
{1909} edition .• ' 

Thank you, gentlemen, for taking the time to share. 



YEAR ISSUE OR 5. G. No. S. G. PERF. DIFFERENT LISTINGS TRUE PERFORATIONS CORRECTLY '"'0 
l> 

PRINTERS BY OTHER CA TALOGS •• .LISTED ·BY . G"l 
!'T1 

1879 DE tA RUE 44/49 14 14 X 13-1/2 00 o-
1881/84 If 50/55 14 14 X 13-1/2 

1888/1906 " 57/72 14 14x13-1/2 

1914 " 73/78 14 (small size) 13-1/2 X 14 

79/82 14 (large size) 14 A 11 cats. correct 

1921/22 HARRISON 84/92 14 (small size) 13-1/2 X 14 
(._ 

c:: 
96/97 r 

-< 
1923/24 FIRST FOUAD 111/117 13-1/2 (small size) se. 13-1/2 Z, SG & YVE correct 

MIC. 13 X 13-1/2 l> 

118/122 14 (large size) se. 14 I 14-l/2 X 14 14 X 13-1/2 c 

YVE 13-1/2 
G! 
c:: 

1925 GEOG. CONG. 123/125 11-1/2 X 1J se. 11 X 11-1/2 l1 Z 1 YVE correct 
(/) 

-1 

MIC. 11-1/2 
1()')~ AG!> !C. EXH. 126/131 13-1/2 13 X 13-1/2 \.0 

-...J 

1926 50TH BIRTHDAY 132 14 X 15 SC. & YVE, same as SG 14 X 14-1/2 Z, MIC correct \.n 

1926 TWO AIR STAMPS 133/134 13-1/2 SAN. 13 13 X 13-1/2 z, se. correct 

1926 NAVIG. CONG. 138/140 13-1/2 13 X 13-1/2 

1927 COTo CONG. 145/147 13-1/2 13 X 13-1/2 

1927/37 SECOND FOUAD 148/162 13-1/2 13 X 13-1/2 ~~ 

!'T1 

163/168 14 13-l/2 X 14 z, YVE correct G! 
-< 

169/172 13-1/2 - 169 & 171 MIC 13-1/2 X 14 13 X 13-1/2 
'"'0 
-1 
-

170 & 172 MIC 14 X 13-J/2 13-l/2 X 13 't> 

MIC also lists 171 perf. 13-1/2 
z 

1927 STAT. CONG. 173/175 13-1/2 
1927 STAT. CONG. 173/175 13-1/2 1J-1/2x 13 z, se. correct '"'0 

I 

176/177 " 13-1/2 X 13 z 1 se 0 COrrect 
-

1928 MED. CONG. I 
l> 

1929 PRINCE FAROUK 178/181 " 13-1/2 X 13 z, se. correct -1 
fT1 
I 

1931 AGRIC. EXH. 182/184 " se. 13-1/2 x 13 13 X 13-1/2 -
(") 

1933 RAIL CONG. 189/192 11 se. & MIC - 13-1/2 x 13 13 X 13-1/2 

13 X 13-1/4 13 X 13-1/2 
-1 

1933/38 AIR STAMPS 193/213 11 MIC e Z, SC & SAN correct o 
'"'0 

1933 AVIAT. CONG. 214/218 11 Se., MIC & SAN. - 13-1/2 x 13 13 X 13-1/2 -
(") 

Z lists incorrectly as airmail stamps (Should be I isted as commemoratives (/) 



1934 

1936/37 

1936 

UPU CONGRESS 

THIRD FOUAD 

AGRIC. EXHo 

219/230 

232/232 

233/239 

240 
241/244 

POSTAGE DUE 

1889/1920 DE LA RUE 

1921 

1927 

HARRISON 

STAMPS 

D15/D23 

D24/D29 

SURVEY DEPT o 

OFFICIAL STAMPS 

1893 DE LA RUE 

1926 SURVEY DEPT. 

EXPRESS STAMPS 

1926/44 SURVEY DEPT. 

D34/D43 
D44 

01 

044/050) 
053/055) 

051/052 

E1/E4 

13-1/2 x 14 (small) 

13-1/2 (large size) 

13-1/2 

13-1/2 (Vertical Design) YVE 13 
13-1/2 (horizontal design) '' " 

14 

14 

13-1/2 
14 YVE & MIC 13-1/2- SC. 14 

14 

13-l/2 

13-1/2 x 14 (large) 

13-1/2 FOR El 
FOR E2 
FOR E3 
FOR E4 

se . 13 x 13-l/2 

MIC 13-1/2 

SC o 13 

STAMPS FOR THE BRHISH ARMY CONCESSION 

1936 FOUAD Al2/A13 13-1/2 X 14 

1939 FAROUK A 14/A 15 13 x 13-1/2 (YVE) 

13-1/2 

13-1/2 X 13 

13-1/2 

13-1/2 X 13 
-13 X 13-J/2 

J4 X 13-1/2 

14 X 13-1/2 

13 X 13-1/2 
13-1/2 X 14 

14 X 13-1/2 

13 X 13-1/2 

13-1/2 

13 X 13-1/2 
13 X )3-l/2 
13 X 13-1/2 
13 X 13-1/2 

All correct 

z, MIC correct 
Z, MIC correct 

Z 1 se • COrrect 

z, se correct 
Z, SC & MIC correct 

Z, SC correct 

13-1/2 x 14 A 11 correct 

13 X 13-1/2 Z, SG, se and MIC 
are correct. 

NB. Perforations listed by ROBSON LOWE are the same as those listed by Stanley Gibbons. 
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ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
REO'P·ENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL 

The decision taken by PRESIDENT SADAT in his historical speech on the 29th of March 1975, in 
the People•s Assembly included; "Some of our people expected me, through emotion, to keep the 
SUEZ CANAL CLOSED, however, I shall do just the opposite". My decision is to open the Suez 
Canal for maritime navigation on the date which I have selected, which is the 5th of June the next 
by God•s permission. 

"I shall open the Suez Canal for the welfare of our people and the welfare of the World, and that 
is because I don•t want for the people of the world who care for the canal as a passage for their trade, 
to think that the people of Egypt want to punish them for a crime which they did not commit. They have 
all supported us, and we want our canal as they want it 1 as a means for us to flourish. We SHALL open 
the Suez Canal while we are able to protect it as we protect the canal cities, which we are doing now 
to reconstruct them ••• 

Date of Issue: 5 June 1975 
20 m - 30 m - 11 On. Denominations: 

Designers: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheet: 
Perforation: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 
Quantity: 

SABER SAIDA & L YDIA FAR ID 
Common design for the three -
An effigy of President Mohamed 
Anwar Sadat, a globesuperimposed 
over a map of the canal with ships 
crossing. 

28 x 61 mm. 
50 stamps (5 x 10) 

11-1/2 
20m. Royal blue, pale blue,tan 

black, white and gray. 
30m. Royal blue, pale blue, steel­

blue, gray and white. 
110m. Pale blue, Nile green,white, 

and bluish gray. 
Multiple Eagle 

Rotogravure PPH AR of Egypt. 

20m. 
30m . & llOm. (Each) 

1,000,000 
500,000 

JIWA!JIOS & 'EXHIBITS _NEEDED 
IT IS NOT OFTEN THAT WE ASK THE MEMBERS 
FOR ANYTHING-- Now, we need help ! ! ! 

"SESCAL" in October will be the scene of our First 
Annual Convention and we have pledged lOOframes 
of material for Exhibition. So far we are considera­
bly short of that goal. 

We do have the Prospectus ready for those who 
plan to exhibit. All !"hat is necessary is a card 
or a note to the editor, P. O. Box #3875, Torrance, 
Calif., 90503, USA and it will be sent promptly. 

Remember, that whi I e the prospectus must be sent 
in soon ••• and there is still time ..• You will 
have plenty of time (late in October) to get your 
materia I ready • • • . 

Our second request is for some help in furnishing 
Special Awards for the Egyptian Section (SESCAL) 
Topics guarantees the Grand Award for Egypt and 
we do have some commitments, but we still need 

others. If you can•t exhibit ••• and you can help 
in this part of the Convention Project - your 

check wi 11 be appreciated and acknowledged. 


