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We ~ust begin this editorial with an apology -
~e apologize sincerely for the delay in getting 
this issue of TOPICS to you. Circumstances be­
yond our control have contributed and, without 
going into detail we would like to assure each of 
you that we will catch up as quickly as possible, 
without doing a double issue as some editors do 
when they get behind. We will finish the year 
with the usual number of pages for the volume. 

Aword of thanks too, for your patience. We have 
rec'eived SOme letters from anXiOUS members 1 With 
the thought that their copy may have gone as­
tray in tht rr4il, as indeed they do on occasion. 
Only one member wrote to say that no excuse of 
any kind would satisfy him. 

The next issue is in progress and we hope to have 
some interesting and unusual items for you. Rob­
ert Breigh recently acquired some very interesting 
Prisoner of War covers and we have written to Or. 
Smith for additional information. 

INTERPHIL too, comes in for its share with par­
ticular emphasis on our meeting th!!re. lt will be 
illustrated with some fine photos by V. Andonian 

Our By-laws and Constitution as presented., have 
been checked and corrected by our "counsel" Tom 
Olson with copies to the officers, however, Or. 
Smith has penned some interesting thought on this 
matter on the following page pointing out some 
interesting facets to b'l taken into consideration -
and we urge you to read it with care and comment 
directly to Dr. Smith, c/o Dept. of Chemistry at 
the University of Michigan, 48104. This is your 
organization and we want it to endure • We ea n 
accomplish this only if we rule "by the mojority". 

We also have an abiding need for materia I for 
our WANTS and OFFERS column. With the Fall 
Season coming on more time will be spent with 
our collections and this would be the perfect time 
to dispose of those items that you would I i k e to 
convert into something you really need. 

We always have a need for more material in the 
way of articles, long or short for TOPICS. Often· 
we must scrape the barrel and some of the regu­
lars· we have come toreply on for so long are sim­
ply running out of material. Write to us if "you" 
can help. 
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THE PRESIDENTS PAGE 

In the last few months, the matter of our or­
ganization ha been the subject .GI f discussion 
among some of our members. There are spec­
ial difficulties in handling the operation of an 
organization monthly when its members widely 
scattered and cannot come together i n person. 
Elections ore cumbersome, and ~orst of all., 
usually involve a slate of nominees whom most 
of the members know I ittle about. Continuity 
is sometimes a problem, too. 

Some organizations similar to ours have solved 
these problems by having an elected Board of 
Governors, with staggered terms. The Govern­
ors their own officers from among themselves, 
each year. I have found to work very well in 
other organizations to which I belong. I would 
I ike to propose if for our serious consideration. 
If there appears to be enough interest, perhaps 
a simple constitution, borrowed from one of 
these organizations and adapted to fit our spec-. 
ial needs, might be included as a supplement 
to a future issue of Tooics to start discussion. 
Your officers would like to hear from you .re­
garding this, and about any others matters of 
mutua I concern. 

T he most recent event in the philatelic mark­
et of interest to collectors of Egypt was the 
sale of the second part of the Secher collect .. 
tion, by Robson Lowe International, in Gene­
va, Switzerland. M.r. Sacher's collectionspan­
ned all ofthe Middle East in the classic period 
and included an astonishing number of co.ve rs 
with mixed franking between the first thre·e 
issues of Egypt and the stamps of the various 
European countries that operated mail services 
in the eastern Mediterranean. I do not remem­
ber having seen so many mixed-franking covers 
of Egypt in one sale before. 

Among the exotic combinations was a cover 
from Port Said, franked with Austrian Offices 
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in Turkey, which carried it to Alexandria, and 
there lt was ha~ded over to the Greek post off­
ice for onward transmission to Greece. The gems 
in this sale were too many to be described here, 
however 1 and a special article will be required. 
There was one mystifying omission. Mr. Socher's 
collection was exhibited at the Royal Philatelic 
Society in London several years ago. lt then con­
tained the only known cover bearing the postmark 
of the Egyptian post office at Jaffo, Palestine (it 
was octuoll y on I y half a cover, it was still un­
ique). This great rarity was now~ere to be seen 
in the auction cotalog of this April sole -
there must be many who ore wondering -what 
happened to it I 

PETER A. S. SMITH 

Our Cover 
An original photograph of the world-famous Cit­
adel shwoing oportion of the fortifications. by the 
renowned artist-photographer Korel Chaloupko -
reproduced through the courtesy of the Spring Pub­
lishing House of London, 

Built by Mohammed Ali, founder of the late dynas­
ty that ended withthe death of King Forouk, it was 
designed as his tomb and he lies burried in one cor­
ner of this magnificent structure. Jt was here too, 
that AI i planned and caused the extermination of 
the Momelukes, thus ending forever any aspiration 
of their returnto power in the Land of the Pharoahs. 

PANPEX 77 

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND 

5 - 12 MARCH 1977 

PAN 
PACIFIC 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
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NEW L1 OP ISSUE 
Members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt were..: 
overjoyed recently on receipt of the latest issue 
L'ORIENT PHILA TELIQUE from Cairo. Number 
"128" is dated October 1974, however; no com­
plaint as we are happy to receive it at long last. 

Production of any kind of fournal ts extremely di• 
fflcult ih Egypt atthe present time and we can sy­
mpdthrze with Editor Mehanny Eid andhis prob­
lems when it comes to getting type set in English. 

Our people have always supported the Cairo club 
and we will as long as it exists- now neatly fif­
ty years old. If you are not a member, write to 
Dr. Smith for information. Cost is nominal. 
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This Issue contains some very fi rie material, as it 
always does, among them a lengthy article with· 
NEW additional data on the Boxed Registered 
Markings of Egypt by Or. Sava Michel Vestark• 
kls (in English of cours~:) and, it is well illustra­
ted with some spectacular items. Additionally, 
Dr. Smith does a thorough job of re_viewin.s the 
Sale of the fine material of George Gougas -
and lbrahim Chafter has a factual article on the 
58th Birthday Anniversary of King Fuad depict­
ing some very unusual essays and photos of the 
blocks of four of the large stamp issued AND 1 a 
block of the same overprinted " PORT FUAD" I 
Included also are items by Dr. Winter on Cham­
pollion and the Rosette Stone and some interest• 
ing varieties on some of the Dela Rue•s. 

RARE /UDAn ?•W S~ 
We illustrate below what we believe to be one of the modern rarities of postal stationery from Sudan. 
H & G list it as No. 7 valued at $20 used. While some others catalog higher, we hove only seen 1 
or 2 of these over the past several years. Described as env. 117 ultramarine 1 Pt .· with 5/Milliemes, 
in black overprint. Cover carries clear KHARTOUM/17 MAY1917 COS addressed to CAIRO. En-
route it received COS on reverse as HALFA-KHARTOUM/T. P. 0./28 MAY 17/ No. 1 and anoth­
er fainter impression ofT. P. 0. No. 2 with town illegible. lt also carries the CAIRO ARRIVAL COS, 
as CAIRO /S/2 AU 17 3:30 A. (From the editor's collection). 
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1>111. a. w~ 
APRIL 14, 1976, an . extremely interesting sale 
of EGYPT and EGYPT related material took 
place in Paris, France. 

Of fXl rti cular interest were the items from t.he 
French post office in Egypt. · 

Dr. Winter has taken time out from a very 
busy schedule to provide this information. All 
prices are in French francs whi~h we will con-. <· :: 
vert to U. S. ·dollars at the rate of • 38 per fr. 
To thrs must be added 16% as it was apublic 
sale and tax applied. 

Afth~Jugh the text is in French, all five of the 
key lots provide excellent photographs and we 
are sure there will be no dHficulty involved. 

Lot # 16 is a beautiful combination cover dat­
ed 12 April 186:5. The French 10 and 40 £ent­
ime stamps are cancelled with n 50 8 0 11

• The 1 
P. T. stamp of Egypt has the ZAGASIK c.d.s. 
A special boxed cachet of AFFRA NCH ISSEMENT 
INSUFFISANT appears plus SUEZ AMB.and the 
LONDON receiving mark. This item realized 
2000 Fr. francs PLUS 16% or ab out $905.00. 

Lot #17 from ZAGASIK to MARSEILLE is also 
dated in 1866 - September 8, again with the 
mixed franking of the French centimes and the 
Arabesques of the first issue of Egypt. This su­
perb example realized approximately $2250 ! ! 

Lot #18 was posted at PORT SAID on 7 Janu­
ary 1869 and in addition to the French centim­
es, it carries two of the red 1 P. T. of the sec­
ond issue of Egypt (not a pair). Again the can­
cel is "5080" with a backstamp of Grenoble. lt 
left ALEXANDRIA on 9 January and arrived in 
France on the 16th. Note special "SERVICE 11 

cachet applied at PARIS. This notable item 
wasknockeddownfor only $2116.00!! 

Lot #19 is another prize. A small cover post­
ed on the 26th of August 1869 to PARIS arriv­
ing in Alexandria where it t:feparted August 28 
while the PARIS arrivat mark is. 6 September • 
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Collection 

Franking is the laureated French 20 c. and Egyptian 
1 P. T. "5080 11 in a lozenge of dots and the PORT 
SAID c.dos• are nice strikes as is the Alexandrie & 
boxed "PD". a nice showpiece that realized about 
$1235.00 u. s. 

Lot #20sports a pair of the 20 c., again "5080 11 and 
the 1 Piastre of Egypt with nice SERAPEUM c.d.s • . 
The Alexandria departure date is 9 March 1870 and 
EMBRUN arrival is stamped 17 March.; This brought 
a tidy $2116.00. 

Lot #21 is the prize and the price winner. FROM 
PARIS (Ro TAITBOUT) on 27 December 1874 with 
40 centimes starnps obliterated by 11 .42". lt arrived 
in Ale~andria on January 9, 1874 having-travelled 
through the ITALIAN POST to IS MA ILIA. This re­
alized a very healthy 7500 French francs PLUS the 
usual 16% or a total of about $3306.00 ! ! ! ! 

See i 11 ustrati ons on the foil owing page. 
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STAMPS INFORMATION ASSOCIATES, INC. 
675 Massachusetts Avenue CLOSING DATE 

Tel No (61 7) 547-7150 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

AUGUST 11, '76 

THE FABULOUS AND NEARLY COMPLETE COLLECTION OF THE JNTERPOSTAL SEALS OF 
EGYPT - THE NEARLY COMPLETE COLLECTION OF GEORGES CHAPtER OF LYON (France) 
TO BE OFFERED AT AUCTION ON AUGUST 11th INDIVIDUALLY, OR AS A LOT. WRITE TO 
THE ABOVE ADDRESS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ••• 

. . . ,· • ' . 34 . mm. Inscription 
ctrculatre entre de~x t:al ~ s: **Poste V1c e Reali. Egiziane• (nom de 
vllle) ••: Au c en~rc tnscnp t wn 'lllusulmane sur tro1s !ignes. Impression 
en no1r sur pap1er de couleur. . 

• 

IN 
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(!Prorge ~· ~ouston FR.PSL 
The author, GEORGE HOUSTON, of Mel­
bourne, Australia, is a Fellow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London, a serious coll­
ector of Egyptian material and, an indefati­
gable researcher. A recent query in another 
journal produced by your editor referring to 
the exact meanir9q of the word "REBUTS" as 
it is used postolly, set George to thinking -
and we are grateful for this article as a re­
sult. Edo 

R E BUT in French means REJECT or RUBB­
ISH, and in connection with postal matter 
an UNDELIVERABLE ARTICLE. Furthermore, 
BUREAU DES REBUTS means, in connection 
with postal matter: THE DEAD LETTER OFF· · 
ICE. 

Any postal article that for some reason can• 
not be delivered to the addressee by the P. 
0. of destination, is returned to the DEAD 
LETTER OFF ICE (hereafter referr~d to as the 
DLO). This office in turn: 

a) returns the letter to the sender i.f a _cur­
rent retum address is given on the out­
side of the envelope. 

b) if no address is given on the outside -
opens the letter to find the sender's add­
ress from the contents of the envelope -
and returns the letter. 

c) if no clue at all can be found outside 1 

or inside the PQ~tal article, generally­
after s.ix monthor - or any other regula­
tion time, Yt ist 

1) destroyed, if the contents are of little 
or no commercial value 1 OR 

2) sold by public GPO Auction held peri­
odically of UNCLAIMED ARTICLES, l f 
found to be of any commercial value . 

NOW, I refer you to the CLASSIFICATION 
OF EGYPTIAN POSTAL MARKINGS 1865 -
18791 the excellent work of the Egypt Study 
Circle - Study Vf, entrusted to f'.h. R. s. 
Blomfield of Knoxville, Tennessee, U. S.A. 
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~t'a E B1J T s~ 

LETTER 

OFFICE 

where the following is iooustrated and listed un­
der TYPE Res. - 1; RETURN TO SENDER. 

I REBUT A REMETTREA L' ENVOYEUR) 

literally translated: "A REMETTRE" - "TO DE­
LIVER 11

1 as above (illustration from the study of 
Mr • . Biomfield) which reads "REBUT A REMETTRE 
A L'ENVOYEUR"- UNDELIVERABLE LETTER 
TO BE RETURNED TO SENDER. T- h t s marking 
was appl ied ONLY at the Chief post offices in 
CAIRO and ALEXANDRIA. 

The instructional marking REBUT(S), is usually 
struck on the envelope and ,NOT on the stomp 
for better visibility; this being the reason that 
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this marking is so rare on the stamps themselves. 

Illustrated (Fig. 1) is a Be lgian Precancel, 1902 
with the black boxed REBUT, as well as an ex­
ample of the Egyptian series of 1914 with a par- 1

" 

I & 
tia strike of the red oval marking - ". • • ~ 
RETURNED LETTER • o • EGYPT • o" I ,, 
also illustrate a Victorian (Melbourne) cover of ~ 
1899 with very scarce and most interesting -
CONSECUTIVE markings: (See illustrations foll­
owing) • ...,. ...... ~ ..... 

Fig. 1 REBUT(S) and RETURN TO SENDER 

Fig. 2 Egyptian 11 Return to Sender- 2 types 
Blomfield•s Res-1.5 and Res-2.5 

1). The black oval on thc- Me lbourne cover NOT 
KNOWN I LETTER CARRIERS I MELBOURNE and 

2) The black boxed UNCLAIMED AT MELBO­
URNE; 3) The black oval LIST ROOM NO. 1, 
and the date. 

All of the above (1 - 3) are struck on the ob­
verse side of the cover while on the reverse is 
the red c. d. s. DEAD LETTER OFFICE I date/ 
MELBOURNE. 

Also illustrated are two envelopes of the WW 2 
period from the Egyptian DLO. These letters 
were sent from Cairo to Belgium and to France 
just about the end of the 11 phony war" period in f 
MayiJune 1940, i.e., war had been declared t. 
earlier in 1939 but, there being no interruption 
of communica tions between Egypt and Western 
Europe, the postal service did continue norm-
ally up to the end of the "phony war" period. , Fig.3 

EGYPTIAN PHILATELIC TOPICS 

Melbourne cover described above 
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·' fi.EIIUUllf$" DEAD LETTER OFFICE MAIL -By G. To HOUSTON, F.R.P.S.L. (Cont.). 

ihe cover shown inFig.5, from Cairo to Bel­
g; um, 9 IV\ay 1940, was opened in Egypt three 
times by the military censors (one Egyptian and 
hr'(> British) and finally struck w _j t h. the vi o I et 
boxed "NO SERVICE/RETURN TO SENDER" on 
the obverse, and on the reverse t he m a g e n t a 
c . d. s. ARABIC TEXT I 60CT / 40/REBUTS I 
POSTES D'EGYPTE. 

The Registered cover depicted in Fig. 4, CAIRO 
to GRASSE, FRANCE, dated 8 June 40 was op­
ened twice by the censors ( one fgyptlan -one 
Dl'itish with two identical closures) and finally 
struck on the obverse with a magenta oval as­
RETURN TO SENDER/26 DE 40/ ARABIC TEXT 
as well as a gummed label stuck in the center 
of the cover as "RETURNED TO SENDER/ BY 
THE CENSOR". On the reverse there is a weak 
strike of a c. d, s. ARABIC TEXT /26 DE 40 / 
CAIRO DELIVERY/R.M,I.and R.M.I. would 
probably stand for RETURNED lv\AIL 1. 

Perhaps you may wonder about the dates of dis­
patch of t hese two covers, however, there is 
on explanation: Postal service was suspended to 
Belgium early in May when the German's Blitz 
overran Belgium. However, postal service was 
still open to France and only stopped in early 
June with the German invasion • • • 

Now 1 to illustrate the procedure of the Aus­
tralian D L 0 returning letters in these days, 
enclose o further envelope, rather a covering 
envelope from the DLO with red c. d. s, giv­
ing at left in print the conditions for the return 
to sender of the respective letter. 

1) Inability to deliver the letter 
reason marked fXl the letter. 

2) Returned letters remain unopened only if 
there is the sender's address on the en­
velope, 

3) Returned letters wi 11 be opened if there 
is no return address on the envelope -
The title ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE 
.refers, of cour~ to King George VI , 
still alive on 18 NtA 51. 

With reference to the original comments prompt­
ing this article - REBUT is NOT the French -
equivalent for 11returned letter", rather UNDEL­
IVERABLE LETTER (however 1 this may be hair­
splitting) but the reasons listed for rendering a 
postal article impossible of delivery just may be 
correct 1 excepting the underfranking, as this 
would make the letter or parcel subject to post­
age due. Too, there are many people who use 
UNDERFRANKING os a cheaper method of Cer­
tified mail because the post office will alwors 
make sure to collect twice the deficient eo!!­
(or insufficient postage due) • • • 

Of course I may be incorrect 1 but I think that 
REBUT or RETURN TO SENDER is NOT struck 
on the I etter or stamp at the post ·office of de­
stination. Letters etc. that cannot be delivered 
for some reason are returned in postal bags to 
the G. P. 0. of origin which, after a routine 
check, marks on the letters the reason they ore 
being returned and returns them (if possible.) 
The returned postal bags were sealed by a to g 
bearing the printed address of the Go P o 0. and 
sometimes a label was also affixed on the tag, 
such as the Egyptian lnterpostal Seal 1 cancelled 
by the c. d. s. of the returning post office. 

See illustration of OHMS cover on next page. 

Figs. 4a & 5a 

Reverse markings 
Fig. 6 next page 
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PRICES 
M.AIL SALE 

REALIZED FROM 
OF MARCH 

OUR 
31ST. 

Lot. No· 

1 $ 20.00 2 - $ 20.00 

8 

3 15.00 

$ 
10 

4 
5 

15.00 
15~00 

6 
7 

15.00 
15.00 

no bid 
2.00 

9 - 9 .oo 

ll - 20.00 
12 10.00 

13 - 25.00 
14 - 13 .oo 

15 - $ 28.00 
.17 - 26.00 

16 - no bid 

22 

29 

36 

43 

50 

18 - 40.00 
19 - no bid 

20 - 32.00 

$ 71.00 
24 122.50 

21 .;.. no bid 
23 - 62.50 

- $ 
31 

25 - 70.00 
26 12.00 

27 3.00 

no bid 
15.00 

32 - 6.00 

28 - no bid 
30 - no bid 

33 - 40.00 
34 - no 

$ 7 .oo 

bid 
35 - 5.00 

37 - 5.25 
38 - no bid 

39 - 3.00 
40 - 8.50 

41 - 8.00 

$ 9.00 
45 - 8.00 

42 - 10.00 
44 - 6.00 

46 - 4.00 
47 - 2.50 

$ 6.00 
52 12.00 

48 - 4.50 
49 - 3.00 

51 16.00 

53 - 12.00 
54 - 8.00 

55 - 8.00 
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0 VER THE YEARS we Mtte had a number of 
enquiries concerning the country of Egypt, its 
people, its economy, its geography and other 
pertinent data. The following information tak­
e n from a pamphlet pub I ished by the Depart­
m~nt of State in September 1975 answers the 
majority of these questions ••• 

b'Oc~round 

nolE---
Egypt 

GEOGRAPHY 

Egypt is lo<:atcd .in the nurtht•astnn 
cornl!r 1.1f tin: Afrtl'<lll Contllh' ll! and is 
huunded on lht> nort h hy tlw M~.· dit~.·r­
ranean St•a ; on tile west hy Liln·a; IJII 

th~.· south by lht• Sudan ; anJ ,:.n the 
1.~ast b)· th~.~ Rt:d Sea. th<· Gttlf of Sua. 
and the St;l[,• of Israel. U nl y about 

l 0.000 SLJllare mtks ,,f thl' a rt•a - con­
sistlllg of the rihbnn·like Nik ValleY 
th~ Nilt.: Jdta twrth ot Cllfl>. and . ~ 
kw PaS<''-·· all' c·ulttV<ttl•d. \\'aiL'r trotn 

ti ll' .\"wan llt[!h Da m i~ l' \ I'L'L·t~.·d l<l 

in<:I'I:asc.: lh1.• ..:u!l ivabk ar~.·a ~v~:ntually 

tn ahllll! I 2500 squar~ mil~.·s. 
t::gypl is <I ll al111ust r;linkss bind, ut' 

dc:sc:n ..:onstsl ing mainly of hii!h plains 
;111<1 sn r n~ rugg~,•d lu lls and Illuulllains 

in the L'aSt along. ( hL' Rcd s~a coast ~tlld 

along th1.• valk y 1.1f the Nik Riv~.·r. Thl' 
cnuntry's I!Xis ten.:e dt!pcnds almost 
l'Xdusivcly on the Nile River. whi~:h 

ri s~s in Fthiopia and Ug:ttllb and flows 

northward tltn>ll!.dl SuJan into Egypt , 
wlwn· 11 strctdJ~s almost 550 miles 

paralkl to hdow the Tropk of Canca, 

l'gyp1 has a warm. ar id dinwt~. Winter 

lc:mp~.~raturl's at Cairo nurlllally rang~ 

h~tWL'l!ll 40° and 65°f; SUJlllllL~r ll'lll · 

p.:ral ml's b<'t W<'L'll 70° . anJ I 00° F. 

Ramfall i~ almost L'lllir~.·ly iimit~u to 

the northern L'<Jastal a rea, wh~re it 
averagt•s 1:1 inches a year. South of 

Cairo (wiH:n.:· ;rnnual rainfall averages l 
indJ). JHl'l.'ipitatton drop~ to nearly 
negligible amounts. The highl!st point 

is Mt. \atherine in the southern Sina i ·-

fw 111 r\s~Wan to Cairn. ~.<>00 k<.'l abtJVL' s~.·a level. Th1.· knvest 

Ext~.·nding ~''uth fr<JIJI tlw 3.2d i~ tl11.' (.)attara DqHl'ssion. a basin in 

I!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!'! t h l' w L' slt' rn J .: sn t o f a [ll 1 u t l 0 . 0 00 

PROFILE 

Geography 

AREA: 38h.OOO Sll· mi. I slightly larg~.·r 
titan Calif.. Ncv. , anu i\ril:. <.:omhilll'U 1. 
lnduues the approx. 22.SOO.s4. mi. lsral'li­
""·upil·d an~ a of the Sinai pl'Hinsula. C.\ I' I· 
TAl: Cairo (pop. 8.4 millimtl. OTIIf.R 
CITIES: Ak.\an•lria {pop. 2.5 million), l'urt 
Said, Suez. lsmailia. 

People 

I'OI'lil. t\ TION: 31! milli<~n 1 i974 l'~t.i. 

ANNUAL GROWTH RATE: 2.1',1,. 
DENSITY: 95 p1.•r sq. mi . I·:TIINJC 
(;ROUI'S: Fgypti;ot ~ . Copt.,, l.kdouin~. 

Nuhi;nt~. IUUC;JOi'iS: Sunni Muslim 
(<.,10';;) , Chr isttan . L\l'i<il;A<;Fs: Arahic. 
Lnglish. French . LIH RACY: 38'/f . LIFE 
EXPECTANCY: 54 years. 

Government 

T\'I'E: Rl·publk . IMTF UF CONSTI­
TUTION : 1971. INDU'ENIJEI';CI-:: IY 22. 

BRANCII ES: F x eclltit•t> - l'rcsidcn t 
(('hid uf Stall'): l' riruc Mini~ll'r (ll~.·ad of 
Gowrnnwnt). LegislatiL"£• - unkamcral Pl'D· 

pie's Assl·mh!y ( 350 clcl·t cd members and 
10 a~ttcd by the l'rcMdcnt). Judicial-

UlUrt of Ca.ssa tion, S tatc Council. 
FL\(i: ThreL' lwriwntal ~tripcs-rcu, 

WIJi(L', allU hJad from (UJl (0 !Juttom--wi(h 
a goltkn hawk in the ccnter $tripe. 

Economy 

<iiW: S<J.2 hilliun (FY 1973). Ai'il\UAL 
<iKUWTII RATE: l'iA .. I'ER Ci\l'ITA IN · 
COME: S2•W. 

ACIHCUI.TLIRE: /.and 3'/r . Labor 50%. 
Acres per capita 0.2'if. Pr()(/llcts-cuttun, 
wheat . ricl', l·orn. 

INDUSTRY: I.ahor 11 '/f. Procluct.f--
1l'\lilcs. Jlflll'l'S:;t.'d f,,o<ls. tohan·u manutac­
tun•s. dwmil'als, fer!ilucr, and petroleum 
and I'L'tr<Jicllnt prtHIUL'!S. 

TRAIJE (1973): t ·xports-S!.3 billion: 
c<Hton, rice, pl•trolcum, manufal'lUrl'<l 
gomh. Partncrs-U.S .S.R., East European 
countries, Italy. Feder al Rcpuhlic of Ger­
many, India. lmports-$1 .8 billion: food· 
stuffs, capital goods. Partnen:-U.S.S.R .• 
Federal Republic or t;cm1any, France, the 
tJnih)ll Kingdom, Italy. U.S. 

OFFICIAL I' XCIIANGE RATE: I 
Egyptian pound=USS2.56. 

MEMBI'RSIIII' IN INTFRNATIONAL 
ORI ; ,\:\IL\TIONS : lJ.N.. Arab Lea gut>, 
Organization of i\frkan linity (OAU), Gcn­
l'ral Agreement on Tariffs and Trauc 
(GAlT). 

squarl' miks. till' th>or of whil;h lS 

soml! 400 t~L'I bdnw sea level. 

PEOPLE 

Fgypt is tht· lllllSl Jll.lJHIIuus L'Olllltry 
in thl' Arab world and the S\'t:onJ most 

J'llJHtlons on lhl· A fri<:an Continent 
(aflt.:r Ni);!1.' ria l. Ninl!ty -lli lll' per.:t.:nt of 
thl! JWopk art~ ,·,lmpr~ssl'll into 3.5 
Jll'H.'l.'lll of th.: L't~unlry's :~rea of the 
Nik Yalky ;tnd its ddta, making a 
population .J~.·nsity thl·r~ of more than 
2,700 Jll'fSUIIS pel SljlliltL: lllik OllC Of 

till' hi .t.!ilL'Sl in tit~.· world. The propor· 
tiun o( JH.:opk living in rural ;tr~.·a s is 

tkcn:asill!! as .k>h opportunities in the 

urban <.:<: nters ar~.· Jrawing mor~.~ I<J th e 
dtic,. Tltl' L'itt L'S of l'ort Said, Suet., 
a11d ls111atlia. whkh lil.' alnng tht: Stll!l. 

< ·;lllal and had a <.:Lllllhincd populati•>ll 
or 7 00.000 hdore the 1'167 war with 

lsral'l, wc:r~.· lar)!.:ly ~.·vacuatcd as a 
result of the war. Many have now 
returned . 

Lying at th.: crussroaus ,Jf Asia. 
i\fri1.:a. anJ tht.: M.:Jiterran.:an b~sin, 
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Egyp t !~as clcvclopcd· a fai rly ho nlO­
gcneous populatiun. Basicall y. Et:YP­
tians are of l lanlitic origin, w ith so n1 c 
admixture in the no rth with people 
fro m the ~kd it c rranl~ a n an d i\r;Ji, 
areas and in the so uth wi th th e Nub ian 

Mediterranean Sea 

·. \ 
I ,, 
i/ 
r 
•""wan 

. groups from b lack Africa. ll owever. 
thc V;Jsl majority o r Egyp ti a ns n:main 
as th ey wcrc when th e py1an1ids were 
built - ·cssent iall y a s in gle peop le shar­
in~ a co mm o n ances try ami cult ure. 
Indigenous m inorities include more 
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than 3 millio n Copts , who have re-. 
tain ed their histori c Chri stia n affilia -· 
tion; 50,000 Uccl o uins. who are basic-; 
all y no1nadic: and Nuhians , ·in thel 
so11 th , w ho or it: inall y ~a m c to th e Nilci 
Va ll ey fro m Sudan . I 

I 
I 
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;HISTORY 
! 

Fgypt has a ,·ontinuous r~cordeJ 
hiStory ol' 5.000 years, the lnngcst in 
the world. Thl.! country has haJ pai­
ods of strength . wlwn ndg.hhming 
trrritnrics f~ll under its d\111\inat 1\lii. 

aud penoJs of WL'akm·ss. wlt,•fl it c;~me 
unJ,•r fnrl'ign ruk. l·:gy pt wus a unitL·J 
kingJn111 t'mm ahoul :1:00 U.C. until 
;\kxander the Great conquneJ it in 
333 U.l'. From tli~n until th,· ~Oth 

century it was unJa cuntilliHHis fnr­
ci~n do1nination ·- hy · the l{umans. the 
Persians, the Arabs twhtl intr(IJuccd 
Islam to Egypt. whil:h haJ h\'t:ll t>lll' ol' 
tht• first ~:oulll rit•s to adopt (.'hri~t I all· 

11y ), and the Turks. Tit\· last pcnnJ nf 
fordg.n rule hcgan in 1~82. wilL'Il the 
British OCL'Upk·tl that ar,-.J; in llJ 14 it 
hc.:am•~ a Hntish protc..:turalc. 

Suez Canal 

In lilt• mid· I iH)O\. whik l'gypt was 
und.:r 1wrninal Turkish sowrl'ignty 
and Europe was expcnt•n..:ing indus­
tri;il and COIIIIllt'rdal grow th. the 
Fret11.:h tnok the initiatiVL' in pruviJing 
a link for a shorkr tra tk route be· 
tw~:~:n f·.urupc and A~ia. Thl'y oht;iinl'tl 
a l)lJ.ycar ..:onccssit'll frnn1 till' Fpyp­
ti<Jn ruler to build <Jnd mainta111 a t:anal 
lw.lwl'l!ll Egypt ~nd the Sinai Pt•nin­
sula. th11s pr•widing a walL'rway ,,_ •. 

!Wl'l'n the t.-kditnrancan and Red 
St'~s. With Furopean ,·apit.d th\.' 
Frl'lll:h nq:ani~.cd lht• Suez Canal Co .. 
and t:unstru..:tiun on the l:unul began in 
April 11:!54 .. Thl' Sill'/. Canal w:ts 
t>JWih'tl !'or tW\'i~;1 tion on Jl.iuvl'mh.:r 
17' 1/l()Q, 

Thl' l!ritish (iovnnuJcnt •Jbtai.tcd 
dfc<.:ti\'e ..:ontrt>l of the t'aual in No­
Vt:ll ibcr 1875 by purd1asing 11\•>rc tl,;.;n 
ISO.OOU sharcs uf sto.:k from till' Slil'/. 
Canal Co. for about SlO million. This 
pun:ha~c lt'fl Fr:m..:c and the lJ nitcJ 
Kingdom as the majority stockholders. 
The Convention of Constantinople of 
Octobl'r 29, 1888, provided that the 
canal WilS to be open tu vl·ssds of all 
nations. although the Egyptians cluscu 
thl• canal tu lsra,•li shipping after 1948 
hy invc)k ing art iL·k X I w hkli aut IH>r· 
iLcd dusmc if 11L' ~L·ssary I or the main­
tenant:,• ot puhlt,· orJcr) . 

In llJS(> the 11\'W Egypliclli rcgim,•. 
hradi.'J by l'rl' Side nt G;!Jil;d Abtkl 
Nassa. natiunalliL'd tlh: ,·~nu l in r~a.:­
tion to withdrawal of Western prom-

is,·s t•f aid ill huildin!! the: ,\swan 
High Dam. Tht• Suo crisis eventually 
kJ to war in O.:wb~:r and Novl'mbcr 
of that year. at which time lsrad 
invaded the Sn1.11 .11111 was joined sub­
Sl'qucntly by tii,· t :nited Kingdom and 
FrallCL' who atlat:ked the Sua Canal 
an·a. Dunng this war thl' .:anal Wils 

blo,·kcJ by sunken ships. lt was rt·· 
open t•d to interll;~tional traffiL' 5 
months latt:r. and in Jul y 1 lJSX the 
E)!yptian Gowrnmcnt and thl.' new 
t:umpany, ra!ll'd the Sue/. Canal 
Authority, agn·eJ to rl.'imbursc: Sib4 
tnillitltl to t.hl.' l'lHmcr stut:khuldcrs. 
Tlw final payments were maJe in July 
1%~. 

In June 1967 the .:anal was again 
dosed as a result of war betw~:en 

Egypt and Israel. Egypt, howevt:r. 
rect:ived a subsidy from Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait to ..:ompensate for the loss 
in revl.'nue. 

Tll~: canal remained dosed during 
the years wht•n lsr;~eli for..:cs oc.:.:uph:d 
the: eastern shor,•s of the ,·anal in Sinai. 
Following tht• Ot'!uht:r l<J73 war and 
t l1c milil;Hy dheng<~gemc.:nt agrl'l'lllcnt 
l'Onduded bctwt·en Israel an•l l:gypt 
under U.S. ausplt'L'S, the whuk uf the 
r<Jnal. int"ludint! the caslt'rll shurt' in 
S1nai. ,·am<? unJt>r ~ gypt ian ,·untrul. 
F!!YPt dcdan·d Its m tent ion tu 1\'0J1l'll 
till• c.:anal u~ soon as po~~ibk . Tile 
linitt:d Stat.l's r..:spllntkd to an Egyp­
tian 1'1.!4ucst ltll' asshtann• in th1s en· 

tkavor hy initial in!! mint: t.:karann'. 

and salvage operat ions , which l1L')!<JII in 
the bte ~rrin!! nf 11J74 . Tl1~ U.K. anti 
!'rann• alsn proviJt•d a~~ist;llln~ . U.S. 
na\·aJ v..:ssds and air..:raf~. a lung with 
U.S. Arllly on.lnanc.:t· expcns. as~b l t•d 

and advised th~ir Egyptian L·ountu­
parts during tht!Sl' operations. On June 
5, 1975. the strat~gic waterway was 
r~opened to international traffic. 

Independence and Revolution 

Although an Egyptian nationalist 
111ovement Jc:vdoped in the I ~70's 
agamst British anJ Frent:h domination 
of the government, till' country did 
nut gain its imlependcn..:e until post­
WoriJ War I. ln 142:!. Egypt hecamc: a 
monarchy under King Fuad I. The 

iiritlsh. hc >Wt'Vt.:r. ro: taincd extl'nsive 
powl~rs as wcll as a maj<H military 
JH•'St'llt.:t' in the Sllt'Z Canal Zun.:, 
wlu.:h wa~ usi.'J as a major Alli,,J base 
of npc:ratiun Junng World War 11. 

Und,•r thl· leadership of lt. Col. 
(;amal AhJcl Nasscr, a group of mili­
tury oft'kers tthc "Fret' Offkers'') 
staged a coup d'ctat on July 23, 1952, 
and exiled King Faruk, who had 
ascended the throne on the death of 
King Fuad in 1936. The Free Officers 
declared F.gypt a n'public on June I g, 
1953 . They w~:rc motivated by a desire 
to rc1nove elctnl'nts that traditionally 
haJ l'Xpluilcd the c.:ountf)'· Th~ regime 
1 hL' Y founJc;?d sought to raise the 
stanJard of livln~,;, dl'vclop the coun­
try's military and cconc.lmic strength, 
and unify tht: Arab worhl under Egyp· 
tian lcatkrship. 

Pursuit of th~·s~· ohje.:tives at times 
has kd E~ypt into c.:ollisiun with the 
West. Under Egyptian pressure, the 
British in 1954 agreed to evacuate the 
Suez Canal Zone. The year 19 55 
found Egypt opposing· the Baghdad 
Pad. Four years later this was recre· 
ated as the C'entral Trt!aty Organiza­
tion l CENTO), a Western-supported 
dcfense arrangement which included 
Iraq, Egypt's rival for leadership in the 
Arab world. Later in 1955 Egypt 
acc~pted military assistance from the 
U.S.S.R., and in 1956 it accepted the 
Soviet offer of aid to construct the 
Aswan High Dam after the United 
States withdrew its offer to help 
finance the first stage. Egyptian·Soviet 
military and economic relations have 
continued to grow over the years. 

Prt'~idcnt Nasscr's lcalh·rship and 
idcntifi,·ation with Arah nationalism 
and Sl•,·i.tl aspiJutinns aL'tt:d as a power­
ful 111agnl'l durin)! the l'arly yl'ars of 
th,· r''l!ime. Tlw un1on ,,r Fgn•t ~nd 
Svria as 1 lie l litikd Arab Repuhlk was 
pwdailllL'd on February l, 1951), anJ 
was suhscqu,•ntly ratified by plebi­
scite . The union wa~ trouhk·J hy el·o­
tHJIIlll' anJ politit:al incompatibilitil"s, 
il"'"l'Vt:r, and Syria Sl'~l·d~'tl in Seplt'lll· 
lwr ll/hl. 1-'!!YPI nl'Vcrt lwlt-ss L'Otl· 

tinucd to call itself the United Arab 
RepllhliL". 

In April 1971 E~,:ypt agrCl'd to join 
Libya ;;nd Syria in a supranati•Jtl;d 
federation to he c.:allcd tht• Conktlc:ra· 
tion uf Arab Republics. Armngt•ments 
were m;~de to draft a constitution a nu 
submll th\· kdcration plan to plebi· 
scitl" in the three countries on Septem­
ber I . I lJ71 . On September :!. 1971, 
anntlllllt:l'J results showed that the 
formation of the Federation of Arab 
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TRAVEL NOTES 

Oimntl' and C7orhing-Ciothing .,hould 
be suitable for hut summers or cool 
winters. 

Custo111s-Visas ar~: req uired and should 
be obtained hcfort• arrival. Int ernational 
health cards hearing valid sn1allpox cer· 
tit"lcall's arc rcquir~d . lmnn1ni ta tions fur 
typhoid, puliomyditis, chukra, para· 
typhoid, and gamma globulin should be 
kcp t cu rrcn t. 

Egypt, along with most Arab coun· 
tries, fnrbids entry to anyone whoSL~ 

passport ht•ars any indications or tr.lvcl . 
to or from Israel. 

1fra/rh - Cairo ha s scver ~ll well-cq ui ppt'<..l 
hospi tals, and the practice of medicine 
anc.J surgery is cxcclil'nt. 

Tclcco llllllllllicariuns -T clt•phnnc st· rvicc 
on the wh<Jie is gPod, although dl'iays 
may be cncuunte~d eH•n on t•alls to 
towns near Cain·~~ st•rvicc and rt·rcptinn 
,·ary with dem ;md and atmo~pht•ric cun· 
ditions. Telt•grams can be st•nl from the 
main post office or from hotels (for an 
aduilional charge). 

Trall sportatio n-lloth regi<>nal ami 
world"·iuc airlines sen·,. Caiw's Inter· 
natiunal Airpurt. Internal air st•rvicc ;, 
ava ilable from Cairn lt> Luxor ami 
Aswan. Rail scrYice is avaii:Jhk SL> uth tu 
/\swan :11Hl north to Alc:-.andria from 
Cairo. The capital has an abunuance or 
ta:-.is . 

RL'puhlirs w:1s approvt•d 111 Fgypl. 
Liby:t. and Syria by SL>IIIL' I 0 tnilli o n 
vol~rs - lJ H. I pncl' nl o f th ose eligible 
fo r tit~ h:tll<>l. O n the sanlt' day th e 
United Ar:tl> lh·public became the 
Arab Republic of Egypt. 

Wars With Israel 

In I94H-49 I' !!Y I't pl;1ycd a tn :1in r 
ro le in a w;11 helwt•cn lli l' i\r:d' slates 
and lht• llt'Wi y l'Siabli sht•d Stall' or 
Israel. A lrll t"l' was broll!!lit about 
Ulllkr U.N. ;IJl sp icl' s. and in 1'14'1 fnm 
:mnisti c·L· a:o:rc'L' Illt'lliS wnc· nl'!!O ti :lit'd 
and sig1~ed at Rhodes.Greece, betwl'l' n 
Israel and l' !!yp t. J<,rd :l ll . L<·hanllll, 
and Syri:1. Egypt assullll'd the adminis· 
tralion of th l' (;at.a Sfrip. a sl nall :m~ a 

Of (he Ori!!ina l I' ;Jiestine lllaiHI:Iil' hor· 
dering o n• the :'ii nai to which many of 
th.: Arab rcfugt' <:S had fkd. 

By 1'1 55. hl>Wl'l'l'r. th e :1r1nislit·e 
had JetcriorateJ seriously, am.l the 

F!!yptian-lsrael armislic~ lin e be came 
the scene of ann (' d hostililit!s launched 
fmm l1o th sid<' '· In July I ~56 th e 
withdrawal of U.S . aid for thl' Aswa n 
llit!h Dam project, followt·d by Pre si­
dent Nasser's nationalization of the 
Suez Canal fo r tht! stated rurpos~ of 
using its revenu~s to finan ce the dam, 
climaxed in tht! 19 56 Sua war. Israel's 
in vasion of th.: Sinai Peninsula at the 
l'nd of October was · follow ed by 
Rritish and French landings at Su.: z in 
Nov~mber, which we re made with the 
slated purpose . of separating the 
comba !ants anJ preserving the inter­
national character of t11e Suez Canal. 
The canal was closed to all shipping as 
a result of the hostilities. 

A cease- fir e was quickly arranged, 
and British and French fnrn·s were 
replac.:d hy till' l'nd of Dt·ccmbcr with 
fnr,·es of lht• l lnil ed N:1lions F.•ncr· 
gency Force (UNEF). The Suez Canal 
was clcart~ d and rl' Ot'ened in MarL·h 
1\157, following withdrawal of Israeli 
forc,·s. 

Although th.: Egypt-Israel line 
remained relat ive ly qui~t foll ow ing the 
1957 set lleml'nl. in 1966 and IQ 67 
incidrnts of te rrorism and retaliatio n 
across the oth.:r armistice lines with 
Isra el became profressively mo re 
ser ious. With tile rise of tension in the 
area, the arran ge ments with regard to 
navigation in the Gulf of Aqaba and 
for the slat ion ing o f U.N. troo ps be­
twee n Israel and Egy pt came apart in 
May 1967. F!,!ypt moved armaments 
ancl about 80,000 troops into the Sinai 
l't•ninsula and asked the U.N. Secre­
tary General to withdraw the U.N. 
fo re , , from Sinai and the Gaza Strip. 
On May 22 Presid ent Nasse r declar ed 
the Straits of Tiran clos.:d, thereby 
block8ding t·he Israel i port of Eilat. 

ll ost ilitirs broke out o n June 5 
between Israe l and Egypt. Jordan and 
Syria soo n join.:d F.!,!ypl. Aftn 6 days 
of f;~hling , :Ill parties had accepted the 
erase-fire calkd for by U.N. Sl'curity 
Co ;lllcil resolutions. Israel was left in 
control of lhe Sinai Penin sula, the 
(;a ;.a Strip , lite Golan lleig ltl s, a1\d I he 
West 13ank. The Suez Canal was once 
again closed to shipping. 

l ~ fforts lo arrange a nego tiat ed 
se ttlement based on Security Council 
Rl'solution 242 (Novrmber 1967) 
w;o rr unsuc cessful and led to growing 
frustration and· bitterness on the part 

of Egypt and other Arab countries. 
After more than 6 years of what was 
L'allecl a "no pl'ace, no war situation," 
Egyp t and Syria launch rd a surprise 
attack on Israel on Octoht•r 6, 1973. 
Israeli forces evrntually wrre able to 
thr ow back the Syrian advance and to 
establish a foothold on the western 
shore of thr Suez Canal. 13ut l'gyptian 
military forces were ab lr to holu on lo 
a thin perimelr r along the eastern 
shore of the canal g.aineu when Egyp­
tian forces successfully c rossnl I he 
canal and overran the lsraeli·held Bar 
Lev Line. 

ll .S. diplomatic efforts Juring 
October and November jn the capitals 
of the bclligcren ts and at the United 
N<,tio ns brought an end to hostililit!s 
on all front s. An intense diplomatic 
initiative led by the Unit~u Stat<:s 
resulted in the introduction of U.N. 
forces and obsnvers to the cease-fire 
zones. The parties directly concerncu 
agreed to mee t in Geneva in December 
1973 for a pe:.cc conference und.:r the 
ro sponsorship of the United States 
and the U.S.S.R. to SL' ck a nego tiateJ 
st'l tkm<:nt of I he longsta nding. Lli ~ pule. 

l3ut it was U.S. diplomacy dt1ring. this 
critical period that led to a military 
disc ngage tne nl agree ment, signed in 
January 1974 by Israel and Egypt. 
Israeli fo rces withdrew from the en­
clave gained on the westnn shore of 
the canal, and both sides il grel' il to the 
establi shm.:nt of a U.N. buffer zone 
separating the Egyptian for ces ·along 
the easte rn shore of the Suez Canal 
from the lsra t•li forces concentratcu 
further c:.tst. A similar military Jis­
ent!agcmcnt agreement was later 
read1L'd lJl'twccn lsrarl and Syria. The 
way was thereby ope ned for further 
intensive U.S. diplomatic efforts to­
ward progre ss on a nq.!olialed settle­
ment using the step-by-step approach. 

In August 1975 U.S. diplomacy 
stimulat ed another at tempt to achieve 
a seco nd interim aj,!rct•.tm•nt bt•.tween 
l'gypt and Israel. This dfort was suc­
ct•ssful, and on Seplcmbt'r I an agree­
ment was initialed; o n September 4 it 
was signed. The. agreement notes that 
Fgy pl and Israel agree to resolve the 
ronlliet betw~en th em by peacefu l 
means. to obsl'rve the ceasl'-fire, and 
to :1hjure the threat or use of force or 
tnilitary blockadt! against each other. 
Egypt agreed to permit nonmilitary 
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cargoes destined for, or roming from, 
Israel 10 transit the Suel Canal. Israel 
agreed to withdraw its fon:es from the 
Giddi and Mitla Passes in the Sinai. to 
enlarg<' I he bufft'r zone bet we en 
F~:typtian and lsrat'li forces and lo 
return to Egypt the Abu Radeis oil 
fields. The U.S. offered to man an 
early warning system in th~ Sinai. This 
proposal. which will r~sult in the 
posting of up t0 200 Amerkan civilian 
technicians in the Sinai , requires con· 
gressional approval. Implementation of 
the agreement is currently underway. 
The agreement specifially calls f0r 
continued efforts to negotiate a final 
peace agreement with in the framework 
of the Geneva peace conference in 
ac~ordance with Security Council 
Resolution 338 . 

GOVERNMENT 

Egypt has a strong, presidential­
type government. U ntler the Perm a· 
nent Constitution proc-laimed on Sl'p­
temher I!, I 971. exe..:utivt" authority 
i~ vested in the Pre~ident. !le is popu· 
larly elected to a 6-year t"'rm and nlllst 

n:ct>ive an absolute majority of the 
volt'S ca~t. The l'r~·~idrnt appoints the 
Vice Prl'sidt>nt, the Prime Minister, and 
the Coun~;il of Ministrrs (Cabinet). 
When thl:' People's Assembly is not in 
session he mles by denl'e, hut any 
lcttislation so promulgah·d must he 
submitted to the Assembly for ap­
proval when it reconwncs. Nomub­
mission of de..:rees to, or their rcjrc­
tion hy, the As.~embly deprives thl'm 
of force of law. In normal l.'in.:um­
stances the President may veto a bill or 
draft law and return it to the Assem­
bly within ~0 days of 1ts t'nartnll·nt. If 
the speo~.· ified time limitation is t'X· 

ceedcd or the Assclllbly again passe~ it 
by a two-tJVrds majority. it becomes 
law. Should a temporary event prevent 
the President from exercising his func­
tions, the Vke President may act for 
him. If the President resigns, he 
addresses his resignation to the Pe~ 
pie's Assembly. ln case of a mid·tl~rm 
permanent vacancy in the position of 
the President by death or disability, 
the Presidency is assumed by the 
Speaker of the People's Assembly. If 
the Assembly is dissolved at that time, 
power is then assumed by the Presi-

dent of the Hi!!.her Constitutional 
Court, rwvided that neither he nor 
the Speaker arc runmng for President 
at the same time. 

Tlw unh'amcral Pl·upk's Assembly 
lws JnO mcmhas · 350 l'kdcd from 
lhe 17 5 parliam~ntary constituencies 
and 10 appoint1·d h~· tht: Pn·sidcnt. t\n 

Assent bly 1\:rm is 5 }'l'ars. At il'ast half 
nr till' mcmh~:rs nlust b1' workers or 
1wasants !.fclluhin ). L'n•.il:r Ill.: C<Jnsti­
tutiun till' l'enpk's Ass~.·mbly has ti11~ 

sole aulhorit ~· to l!na..:l lq:islation 
while it IS in sessinn. 

Egypt's judtdal ~ystl'lll is hased un 
Europl'all ( prin..:ipally Fr1:nd1) kgal 
l:lllll.'l'pls and mdllllds. Th,· highest 
C<Jllrt IS lhl' Court or ('a~~-tliull. \\'hOSl' 
Jllllges are appoi11teu by th.: Pr.:s1dcnt. 

Principal Government Officials 

l'rl·shh·nt Anwar i\1 Sadat 
Vice l'r~s i dent - Muhammall ll usni 

Muharak 

Prim1' Mini!tl.:r - Mamduh Salitn 
Dl·puty Pnrn~ 1'1-llllister. Ministt•r of 

For~i!!n Affairs · lsmail hinny 
Dt>puty Prime :Vl1n1sll:r. M ini~kr of 

\Lir C~.·n. ~luh~•mn 1 ~1d 'Abu al· 
(;hani ai·Gam~~y 

:\111 ba~\ad o r l l> the U .S .- Asilr~d 

(; hnrbal 
An1ha~s;11h>r tn t h~ li.N. ·t\hmaJ 

Lslllal t\ hdcl ~h'!!.llid 

Egypt maintains an Embassy in the 
l !.S. at :!J 10 IJe,·atur Pla,·e. NW .. 
Washin~;tnn. D.C. 2000!\. Thl:r,· arc 

Jiso (\lnsulalt's General in New 'l\1rk 
and Sa 11 Frands.:o. 

POLITICAL CONDITIONS 

p,,Jitictl p;.tr!ks in F~ypt Wl'r'' <.HI!· 

law~J in lll~3. Tlw n:ginw has S<..lll!!ilt 
tn rcplan• then1 with a Slll!,!k mass 
or)!anilatiun whkh wuuld support the 
rc)!im~.· and its pulkil's. Th.: first two 

d'forts, the Notiunal Liberation Rally 
and till' Na t1onal Union. Wt'rc nul 
successful. The prl'sent orga nil.<~ lion. 
the Arab Sodalisl Union (ASU 1. was 
cst<Jblished in 1962 and was subse­
quently reorganized in I 1166 and in 
1971. 

Prcsiucnt G;unal t\bdcl Nasser 
Jominatl·d virtually every asre..:t of 
life in Egypt fro111 !952 until his death 
in Scrtembn I '170. He was lookcu 
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upon as a kadL·r amung the Arab stales 
as well. f<ullowiug. Nasscr's t.le<~th, 

Anw;l!· Sadat. one of the 1952 rcvulu­
t ionary group. was nominah:d Prl'Si­

dcnt l•y the !,!U><'rnmental and J\SU 
organs and elected by national plebi­
scite. !lis term began in October 1970 
for a rull 6 Yl'ars. The last People's 
t\ssl'lllhly ch:ctions were hdu in 
(klohl.'r JlJ71. 

On S.:plt·mht·r 1 I. 1971, Egypt's 
P~·rmanent Coustilution, based on 
studi1·s by thl' ,\SU anJ tilt' Peopk's 
t\s~''illbly. wa~ pa~s.:d by g~·rtl'fal rci'l'r­
l'lldtlnl. 1t e111hodics the goals and 
prin..:iples uf the ~evolution and hencc­
furlh serves as the basis of guvan­
ment. 

Th1· d,·dan·d lnng-rangl' ohjedivcs 
uf the Egyptian Govl'ri1111Cllt an' to 
bring th1' hl'lll'iits of t•du,·ation . n·pr,·· 
sentativc g<>Vl'rllmenl, and modernism 
to all the pcopk of Egypt. One of its 
major act ions has been a restructuring 
of tl1e Sll<:ioeconomic ~ y stcm. Through 
a program of nationali7.ation of major 
industrial and commercial companies, 
sequestration of foreign-owned proper-
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ti t'S , ha· akin ~ up o f bq;l' estate s. and 
exc lu sio n o f t 1ad itio nal leaders fro m 
influt' lilial pos itio ns, the governnlt' lll 
ha s largel y displaced th P o ld land ow n­
ing ari stoc racy . In it s pl ace there has 
em\: rged a new elite of te.:hnicians and 
army officers. 

ucts. Thus. 1hc lll :ljt>ril y o r th e J1Llt'tda­
ti n n dCj >L' IHi S Oil SC>IIIL' (> 111iJ Jio n <ll'I'L'S 
o r high rcrt dl l \' so il in tlH: Ni k Vall ey 
and ddt<J a1eas for their me<Jns of 

·suppor t. 

ECONOMY 

Eg yp t's eco no n1i e gro wl h in reccn t 
years has b ee n slo w uu c in l:11 ge part 
to th e I li 6 7 war . /\' a r o m cq uen,· e of 
tlwt war, ca na l L' a rnin gs stop prd , to ur­
ist receipt s J.: ,· Jin cd , and th e Sin a i o il 
fi eld s we re lost, seriously limiting 
imp o rt s o f needed co mm oditi es ami 
impairin g rt•pa ym.:nt o f fo reign 
inueblt:uness. With th e reo pening o f 
the canal. the rl'lurn of th e o il fi elu s, 
ami in creased fo re ign co ntributio ns to 
[' f0 111 0 ie eCO ilOnliC J evrJo pm ent. it is 
expe,·teu Egyp t's economic growth 
will now accelerate. 

l:'gy pt 's eco nomic pro bl t' III S cover a 
hro au fro nt. Severe import res tri ctions 
and d r flati o nary po licies have hall to 
be imposeu , c re at ing a snious co n­
straint on eco no mic produ ct io n and 
gro wth. Due to shortages of raw ma­
teri als anJ sp:He part s. J:gypt 's indu s­
tries have bee n npt' rat ing at co nsider­
ab ly kss than full capa cit y. Th e lac k 
or fe rt iliu r impo r ts h·as limited \l gri­
cultura l prod uctivit y ( about 80 per­
cent of Egyp t 's ex port s, lll <~ inl y r ot­
t o n. are proces sed agricultural 
products). 

Invest 111 ent e xpenditures ha ve bee n 
low , and jo b o pportunities have g ro wn 
niCHt' slow ly than th t' Jabo r forLT, 
increa sing und n cmpl oy mrnt. This h:1s 
bee n inlL•ns ific'tl. b y th e rap id po pu la­
tio n grow th anu a lll' l'd to ex pand 
social se rvices at the expense o f im·es t­
mcnt in pro du ctive enlerpri ~cs. t-> tig la­
tio n to th e cit ie s ha s inne as,· d th e 
uq:.cnt neeu fo r social anu welfare 
serv ic cs. 

T he E~;yptia n eco no my is do nl i­
natcJ by the publi c SL'L'i o r. I Jn wL~V t'r, 

l'gy pt ha s rece ntly lakL'II a ntllllbn o r 
sign ifi c:111t !<l cps to imp k lllellt a nL'W 
dl'Vt' it)pfll ent str;llcgy lhat cnvis:1gt'S 
ex pansio n of th e priv:1le sec to r ;1 nd th e 
t' nL'LHI ragemcnt of fon:ign pri va le in­
vestment. 

·. Agriculture and Industry 

The E ~; y pti ;fn ecoiWIII Y is basicall y 
ag ri cu itlll ;d , ;1s it has bel' n ro r ccn­
lmies. llalf o f th e loL.Ji la iHl r fo rce o r 
10 millio n is c ng:1geJ dir ,· ct lv i11 th is 
St'c!O r, ;111J 111:111 )' o tl iL'IS ;HL' L' il t; a~,· d· in 
processing or trading agricultural proJ -

The clima te and availability of 
wat e r permit multipl e cropping 
(several crops a yl':H o n the sa111c p iece 
o f land) anu almo st d ouble s the actual 
crop a rea in any o nt~ year, but farmin g 
is ~;r n e r a ll y i nctli,·i,·nt b y modnn 
standa rds . Pmdu.: tim1 is fo r the lllar­
kct with very little subsisten ce a~;ri­

culture. Co tto n, wheat, rice, and co rn 
arc the prin c ipal con1111 0dities; co t to n 
pro vides almost one-half of all export 
earnin t;s . 

To hmit dev ,· lo pnlcnt o f a o ne-crop 
eCO IHl nl y,_t]u; [:OVt:rlllli Cnt res tricts th e 
plant ing o f co tt un to n nc-lhi rd of L'ach 
l)W·ftl.' r: s-·la·nd~- y\Jth o u g h wheat is lt: ss 
prof itahl l· than seve'r;d o ther crops , th e 
Jaw req uires nwst landowners to plant 
:1t least onc-lhird o f th eir land · in 
whe<J I. Neve rth ele ss. the ;1nnllal sho rt­
fall bctwc~ n cere ~d prod ud io n ;111u 
con sumption ave ra ges 2.5 111illi on tons. 

In \947 ha lf o f th e culti vable land 
was held by less than 2 percent o f the 
la n clow ning po pula li o n. t'>bx i mu m 
holdings ha vc no w been re d uced to 
100 acn:s pn famil y, and son1e 
300 .000 fa111ili t'S (S percent o f th e: 
rural pop11l at io n) have received land 
und er at;rarian reform distribution. 

Since til e · per ca pita rew ur r es o f 
water and clllti vahk land arc li111 ilt:d, 
l ~~;y pt ha s co nc,·ntr:lt ed o n indu str ial­
il.alion '"a lll t'a lls o f ra ising pwd11 ct iv­
it y . 1\.S the f\OV erllniL'nl. ili1 s aSS IIIlll'd 
lal t; l'f and large r m;1n : 1 ~L·ri :d n'spon si­
bililiL'S. the ru k of the Slll ;ll l enlre­
prL'IIl:llr cL1 ss h;1s dwindl n l . Since th e 
nati o nali;.al il'n n f th e c;1rl y ilJI >ll' s, all 
111ajor ind11 st ri es an d publi c utilitH·s 
haVL' bL' L' il run hy lH ).::1n s of I he L'ellt ral 
~;ov crnm c nt. Nevertil ek.ss,· tile prin ci­
ple o f privat e t> nt cr pris,· C(>lllill uc·s t'o 
he rt:CL)gfli !.ed, and llltl ~ t a)! ricllltmal 
land. as we ll ;1s a la q;c: pro p<>r lill ll o f 
[J:.;JJ.k, rei].I \Liii S priV;Itcl y UIVII t: d . 

The iiiLill slrial sc:ct o r cUIT t' ntl y ac-
co unts fo r sli ghtl y L>VL'f 20 per,·e nt o f 
(; NI'. 35 pc rre llt nf to tal ~ x p o rt s . a11d 
ab o ut 13 percent o f to tal Clllploy ­
ment . 1\. s a res ult o f th e Egy )>t ian 
Covcrnm ent 's rr cent steps to enco ur­
a ~;e parti c- ip :1tio n by foreign capita l in 
th e dcvclup iiiL' IIt effo rt, a nu mb er o f 
projec ts-involving at least partial 

for eign t'quil y totaling mo re than :j;3 

bill io n ··are being discussed . These 
projects ran ge in si1.c from illlllll'I1S\.'. 
pt'lrtK he mical complexes, refineries, 
<Jnd spOII)!e iro n pl ants to a varicl y of 
S111all llla11ufac turing ventures in the 
$2-$ 10 million range. 

Natural Resources 

E)!y pt ha s kw natural reso11rces 
C't hn than t ll,· agri L· IIiltll :d ,·apacily o f . 
th r 'Nile V;dk y. Th e 111aj1H 111innals 
fn11nu arc ph os phat es, pe tro lclllll, ami 
iro n u re. Pc: I rokum pro d11 ctio n is · 
ni (H lera!l.: frllln offsho re fidds in lilc 
Gulf o f Suez and so me re cent strikes 
in the Wes tnn Dese rt. Eg ypt ha s be­
conJ e all E'xpo rtn of SlllalJ quantities 
of 1wt role tun dcspilt' th e loss. at least 
fu r th e p1 csc nt, o f its Sinai oil field s 
and has ho p,·s that furth e r petroleum 
Lliscoveri.:s will be made in th e future. 

In the past year, 22 petroleum 
co mpanies, incluuing about IS Ameri­
can firm s, h:lVe signed petroleum 
exploratio n anu devl'l o pment agrce­
IIICnts with the F.gyptian General 
l'et ro leun1 Co . Obligati o ns have bt·cn 
made to spend several hundred million 
dollars on e xploration in the next 2 
years. 

Trade and Bal ance of Payments 

In recL~ nt yea rs Eg ypt has had r~gu­
lar and substantial ddicit s in its for­
eign trad e·- imports have e xceeded ex­
port s. W i t.h growing do J,nes lie demand 
fo r it s expo rt c rops and the forced 
shifl o f it s L~a rnin gs aw ay from co n­
vertible fmeig11 eXL'iWil gl', J ~ !,'. ypt has 
bee n required to sl'l. impt) rt limits that 
sc:vercl y ha 1npcr no t onl y L' COflt)lllic 
lk vd o pmL' IIi but the dfi cicnt \I SL' of 
L' xisl in g ag ri c· u ltur~ll :1nd industri al 
capa c it y. La ck o f in1po rt r apacity for 
\' l'SI ic itks and krt ili ;.cr has lkla yeu 
til e spread of the "(;re,·n l ~cvo luli o n" 

to l'.gy pt , a nd n111 ch ind11 slri al plant 
li t'S idle n r 1111 derutil i; ed tilro ugil Ja ck · 
n f I'L'I ' Iaceul l' llt 111 :1L:hine ry, span; p;Hts, 
;md raw m;li n i:ds. In slw rt, J : ~;y pt's 

;lhilit y lu earn fo rc it; n exc hange fo r 
lllTtkd inlp<>rt s is cir culn sc rihnl hy its 
fln :lll l· i:d ina b ilit y to inq>o rt tile nl!Cl'S­
sa ry input s fur expor t pro ductio n. In 
1'173 expnrts to Ldt:d <J!Hllll $ 1.015 
hillin n, wili k inq> n rt ' were ab out 
$ \ .bOO billi<lll. Co tton is thL· mos t 
i111po rL1nt ex pl)rl fron1 l·:gy pt , ac­
counting for more tlwn 50 percent of 



MARCH- APRIL 1976 EGYPTIAN PHILATELIC TOPICS 

t••t;tl nrnin;:~. R ,,., .. 1'<'1 r• •k11111, :ilrd 

tllallill:rc:lllll'd l!""d~. how,·\· ~r. aro: "'­
'''''"llt! llh' l'l'oiSIIIc'. illll'<tfl.rlh'l'. h .lllll· 
~tutf~ t ''P<'c'lally '' h<.':rl · almn~t 3 nlll­
li< •n 1•• 11' <I y~:.tr l and ,·:rprt.il )!<Htds 
haH~ .r,·,·uunt ,·,l lt>r a suhslirlltl:il s ho~r<: 

CJf l·;!ypt's illlj'Pits. In fl'\t.:llt ~ · ,•ars 

C'tlflllllllllisl (lHIIl!rto:s ha\·,· t:lkl'll 

ah<HI{ ~(I j'l'fc'l'llf of f't:~ J'i ·, l'XJ•<HlS 
and Sll!'l'il1.·d ;lblHll 35 l'l'rcl'lll uf it~ 

illll'•'ft '· 
1 IJ,· r~_•,·cnt l•:ilan,·,·.,,f-paym~nt:; dif· 

1i..:ulti,·s havl' fm,· ~.·d Lgypt to tll<tintain 
;1 subst<Jnlial kvd t>f shMl·l<'l'lll bor­
rowing. Added to its long.- and medi; 
urn-term debts. this burdens the econ­
omy with a very substantial debt 
service ratio. 

Until th~.· Jun.: 1'1(,7 w:n. <' ;11'11ill!!' 
re..:eiwd front Sm·z Canal reH'Illli!S and 
tourism ..:ov~·rc,\ a substantial proror· 
tio n of Fgypt 's tradt> deficit. In 1966 
Slll' l. Can.rl L';lrtllllgs allllllltll,•d to 
a!•nut S220 11rilliun. !),·,pill.' thl' Sf'l'· 

c:1al ~uhsidy I'"! tno:nts lr''"' SlllllL' 
uthl'r :\r:1h slat,·~. i')!)'l't i-; still lil'-

1''-'nJo;>nt 1111 sllhslantial addrti,•nal ID· 

flow~ of for~·i!-!11 .:aptlal to ftll<lltt.:e t!s 
t•cn numit' growt 11. 

' Transportation and Communication 

Transrortatl<ln fa,:ilitk~ in l'pypt 

follow the patlt'rn of scttlcnwnt alon(:t 

l"lll' Nik. The mai•H linl' of I ill' natinn's 
4,000-mile railway network runs from 
Alexandria to Aswan. Other impnrtant 

line' run along tlh' n0rth ,·ou~t to the 
Libyan hordcr anJ castw;trd to the 
Suez C'an<JI. Mort· than 14.000 miles of 
1110 tor roacls ( 5,000 milt'S of w hid1 arl' 
hard surfaced) .:over the Nile Valley 
dt•lta a.nd Red Sea .-0ast. The Nile 
Rivl..'r syskm of approxtmatdy 1.000 

mile s. plus annthcr 1,000 mill's of 

navi[!a f'lll' ..:a n<Jl<. arc abo ''XI rcnwly 
important for inland 1 ran<>port. The 
major ports an: Ak.undria and Port 
Said. All m;tjor dlies, l'Xt:~rt Alex~n­
dria. have airports. of which Cairo 
ln!l'rnational is the most important. 

ICidr,, t"ann. :1 ~·' \'>'l' llllll'lll ltlt>nup· 

11ly. is th~_• lllUSt illlpnrt:llll '''llllll!Ulll: ;t· 

ti•>ns fa.:ility in filL' ,\r :rh """'Id :11HI 

[1,:a111 s ll~ br<~:t~ka ~ ts tu :rll ~!itldk l · a~l 

..:ount rks. Tl'h!l tsitJII w JS 1111 ~"''" u,·,·d in 
1960 and" can ht• ,·iew,·d in '-15 Jlo:Tl'l'll\ 

ur lhL· RL·p•.rl•lk . Tit..: Caittl alld 

Ak.\:tndria pn·s~ ~ 1'\' '"~'~"Y :tdJVt' , anJ 
C.tirn nc·w~pap'-r' :111d """"~ :11·..: t<:.HI 
throughout the Arab wnrlJ. Tht· F~yp-

11a11 filrn n>d!lstr~, onu· tlw Ar.d' 

world's le• ad in)! n ne. ha" bc~.:omc less 
a..:ttH' but is still impottant. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Fgy pt is Jd, nowledged as the 
kading state in the Arab world. Its 
population, industry. and armed forces 
arc thc largest of thl! Arab wuntri~.·s. 

The Egyptians ar,· also Arab leaders in, 
among other spheres, the cuts. litera· 
ture. publishin~. ~nd movie production. 

I ~ypt ts influ.:nti;tl in 1;1rinus u lhcr 

intcrnatiunal .:llntnts. Fro111 th..: l'lth 
and early 20th r..:nturit•s, when Frann• 
;!Jld the lJnitt:d 1\in)ldtH!l L'O IIIJ'L'fl' d ftlr 
ptl'lkllninancc and g.uldl'J th,· buildinr. 
,,r anJ managt'd tht· Sul'l. C<Jnal.l.•.Jl) pt 
I!Js rt:tain<.'d a spe.:i;d import an~:~.· f,,r 
thnsc twu nations. Fulluwing thr I<J(•7 
war. Egypt's rl'iations with th~: 

U.S.S.R. gr.·w incr~:as1ngly dosl' . 
Egypt <JI~o plays all important r11k a~ a 
ilkdit-:rranean ~late. it has hel'n very 
active as a tLml world nation and. 
thrnugh a spe~.·iJI rdationship which 

evuh,•d in tl11• l<~~tJ's and IIJ(JO'swilh 
Yugoslavia and India. is looJ..l'd upon 

hy many in Atri.·a and A~ta as .1 kadl'r 
,,r the nunalign,·J poup uf st.ttl'S. lt 
h.ts d,•,dupc·d tl \ n!ltural tit's a~ Wt'll 
w1th the: ~ub·;t:1nti.d ~lusiilll pupula· 

lll•ll nf ~rrb·Sak1ra A!"ri ,·a and h:~s 

CXll'llS!V(' illflllt:ll(t.: ill !hat <lfl'J. 

The tn:Jin thL' Illl'!> of l:gypt's fun:ign 
pol i,·y Jr.: :\ r,d1 11:1 1tl)l1a li'int. :\ r;d' 

sociJli~lll. and till' .:harnpion~hip PI th,• 
Arab l':tll!>l' vi'i·;•·vrs hrat·l. l'resHknt 

:\a~s.·r .:<lll)!ht tit,· iiiiJ);!ill<Jfitln of m:lllY 
Arah as th,· ltr'il i1nportant Arab 
kad.:r in the pust-\\'urld W;rr 11 l'TJ to 

l'!;puuse ant i,·,>luniallsm . shJrply rl'· 
duce fur,·ign tnflrH~llt.:L'!> in l'gypt. and 
\'llaiirc· drt·•llllS t'f Ulllfi~.·atiun l i t" I ht• 

i\r;il• wllfld -.rs ;1 s; ngk nall llll. I hruugh 
d\ n.JJ!lil' k;,dcr~hip, thL' rww !'!;!) ptjan 

rvginn· 111 thl' i'l'dJ'sand I.':Jrl~· l'lf>O's 
f'<'L"allh' ! ht• i'L'I'VIllli't<.:atll>ll fur Ill :lilY 

;\r.1hs pf a lllll\"l'l!lent f11 r ( ,J) Arah 
unity, 1 b! r~.·dudiu n l>f fnr,·r;:n influ­
O:llL'l', .111d (.:) mudnnit .ttiun Fnr tl11· 
l ·: g~ · l'tians . h<)w,·ver. insiskllt.:l' nn pan­
,\r.d' n:rtion:rlt\111 ltas gum· h:tnd·lll · 

hand with a q, , ng SL'nsc "r pndl! tn 
their own E~yptian nJti"n;~lit)'. a 
strungrr l'l!ell rl~ of id.:ntity titan ts 
fL'UIId 111 the• otlrL·r Arab c:ountriL'S. 

.\r;1h ~·1cblis1n, us .·~puus.:J by 
J'r,· sHkn t N:tss,·r and adhert.!d tu hy liis 

snc~:cssor. was dt.!velupcd gradually by 

tlw Nasser rl'giml' in responsl' to the 
t'cunumil· ;~nd social llt!l'liS of the 
pPpuhltion. The Arah socia lism of 
Egypt is not rigidly M<~rxist. rejt•cts the 
doctrine or c!Jss struggle, and does not 
oppose private ownership of property . 
lt is ccntncd on state <':.tpitalism, 
rai sing living standards through indus­
trialrzatiun. ami bringing ;Jhoul a 
hru atkr distnhution of w,•alth. Nas­

sn·~ propagall•lll of Arah socialism 

brough t hitn into sharp id.:ulogicol 
l"ll llflirt With till' gLWCflllll<.'nts Of IJlOre 
n>llSl'rvatil·~ Arab countric~ in the 

JWrit~d hl'l 'n n· the llJh7 war. ' 
The importance of lhl' /\rah-lsrael 

distlllll' in E!!YPiian foreign policy has 
vancd uv..:r the years, dt'f'l' tHiing on 
th<' ~.·xtent of tensions with brad and 
tilt' vi~.·is~ituues of Egypt's disagrcc­
ml'nts with othl·r Arab l'outHries. 
Since tile JlJI>7 war it hashcen Egypt's 

:tli·t'llC<'IIl)l:ISSill~ l'Xtl'rt1a} L'OnCL'fll . 
l'gypt iJCcepkd U.N. Security Council 
Kl'solution 242 of November 22, 
14u 7, calling for a pea~:eful settlement 
nf Ill<: 1\l":th-Jsrad ..:onflil't. but it lll'Ver 
abandoned thl· option of at!L'lllJ'lill!( 
t" rq!aln its t~rritnries oL·cupicd by 
hr .. ,·l in 1111,7 tl!w11gh rc..:ours..: to war . 

Kdations wiw the U.S.S.R. deterio­
r<ttL·J following the expulsion of Soviet 
military advbers from Egypt in July 
1'17 2. Rdat ions between Mos.:ow and 
Cairo are troubled, howeve·r, by l~gyp­
tiall .:omplaints that the U.S.S.R., 
following a massivl! Soviet military 
supp ly effort during the October 1973 
war. has dragged its ft'et on military 
supplies sinl·e the war and has turned a 
deaf ear to Cairo's rcqul'sts for a 
re~dll'duling of Egypt's heavy debt 
burden. 

U.S.-EGYPT RELATIONS 

Hdnr~.· I CJc,7. lJ.S. rl'l<rti•Hls with. 
1'!!)"1'1 Wl'lll tltrouglt s,·vo:ral ~:yell'S. 

Tlt,· linilt•d Stall'S altcntpted Ill ..:o­
"l'<'l":ttt· with til..: lll'W l:gypti;lll r.:gime 
v.hl'll it calllt' tu ptnver in lll52. 
Rda!J<>II'i wcr..: suun sour,•d, h•t\\\.:vcr. 
by drllt:to:lln's ovl'r ~ud1 matters ~s 

U.S . lri,·mlsl!ip with lsrad, lJ.S. n:fusal 
to finance the Aswan High Dam, the 
Baghdad Pa ct, :md U.S. arms supplies 
to other Middle East ..:ountries. Rela· 
tion~ het ween the two countries began 

to improve late in 1958, and the 
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REPUBLIC Of sunnn 
COMMEMORATIVE POSTAGE STAMPS ISSUED ON THE OCCASION OF: 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN•S YEAR 1975 

Date of Issue 
Denominations: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Designer: 

Sheets: 
Perforations: 
Colors: 2-1/2 

10 May 1976 2~ PT 
2 1/2 - 4 - 10 1/2 PT ~~ 
Depicts the flag of the 
Republic of the Sudan 
The Nile, Figuration 
of Sudanese Woman ·. -
11BINT ELNEEL 11 and 
the er:nb I em of the In­
ternational Women's 
Year • • 

40 x 29 1/2 mms. 
SA YED AHMED SHIBR.IEN 
Principal of the College of 
Fine and Applied Arts - at 
Khartoumo 
50 .stamps (5 x 1 0) 

14 X 13-1/2 

4 

Mauve, red, green, black 
and white background 
As above but green and the 
mauve are reversed 

These colors are intended to convey the peace­
ful notion, growth and the character of the 
river NI LE respective·! Y-· 

10-1/2 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Deep blue, red, green and 
black with white backgrnd. 

Unwatermarked 
Thomas De La Rue of London 

Not I isted. 

No First Day Covers will be issued. All stamps 
will be valued from the date of issue until they 
are demonetized by act of law 1 or six months. 

Quantity: 

Unit ed Staks provided technical ass ist­
an ce , develo pm en t , loans, and large 
quantitie s o f agricultur al co mmo dities 
to Egypt. In 1964 relatio ns bega n to 
detc ri o rat e aga in , primaril y over q u es­
t ions relatin g to third countries rather 
than to stri ct ly bilater~Jl proble ms. 
Wh en the "6-day war" broke o ut in 
19 67 , Egy pt accused th e Unit ed States 
of being acti vely involve d in the hos til­
iti es on the sitk of Isra el and broke 
rel atio ns on June 6, 19 67 . ( President 
Nasser subsequ entl y ad1ni t ted that this 
charge was based on misinformatio n.) 

Fo rmal diplo matic rel ations were 

reesta blished o n February 18, 1974. A 
close cooperative e ffor t a im ed at 
wo rking out a nego tiat ed se ttl emen t of 
the Arab -Isra eli dispute has bee n bol­
st t' red by effor ts in th ,· ,., '• no mic fi e ld. 
The United States J. ,. , ll. it cd a $2 50 
milli o n AID program d til lllg FY 1975 . 
An intense effo rt is und erway to fur­
t her deL! pen and broaden U.S .­
Egyptian relat io ns in th e econo mic, 
c:ultural, and scientifi c: fi elds und er the 
auspic t!s of the Jo int U.S .- Eg yptian 
Co nllnission , es ta blished in June 19 74 
during former President Ni xon's visit 
to Egypt. 

Principal U .S. Officials 

Amba ssacl o r- I-I ermann F. Eilts 
Deput y C'h ief of Mission-Frank E. 

l\!Jestr o ne 
Cou nse !or for Pol :tica\ Affairs-Arthur 

Lowrie 
Co unse lor fo r Ec:ono mic/Comm ercial 

Affa irs- Etl wa rd L. Peck 
Counselo r fo r Public Affairs-Howard 

H. Russdl, Jr. 
Co un s l!l o r for Fconomic Devel-

o pment - Wilbert R. Templeto n 
T he U.S. l:.1 nbassy in Egyp t is lo­

cated at 5 Sh;1ria Am eri ca AI Latiniy­
yah , Gard en City , Cairo . 

DEl'ARTMEl\'T OFSTAT E I' UI3 LI CATIO N 8 152, Revi sed September 19 75 
Office of Media Se rvices, Bureau o f Public Affa i r~ 

{:,· ll .S . C ;u vern llll' ll t Pri n ti ng O f f ice : I 97 5 0 - :i I 0-8 4 7 ( I 6~ 7) 
------~--------------- ----------------------~ 

For ' " le h y the Sup cr inleiHie nt of Documenls , li .S. Guvernm enl l'rinlin g O ffi L·e, Washin g tnn , D.C. 2 04 02 
Pri ce 30 cent s (s in gle co py), Su bsc:ripti o n pr ic,•: S2 3. 10 pe r year; $ 5 .80 ad d iti un:ll f,H fp r ,•ip l m a ilin ~ 
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ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
CAIRO INTERNATION'l FAIR 

Dote of Issue: 
Denomination: 
De si grier: 
Design: 

15 March 1976 
20 mills 

SABER SAIEDA 
the emblem of Cairo 
international Fair. 

Di mensions: 30 x 50 mm, 
':i heets: 50 Stamps (10 x 5) 
hrforation: 11-1/2 
Co lors: Pale orange, deep orange and purple 
dotermark: . Multiple Eagle 
;\intingt Rotogravure by the Postal Printing 

House in the A. R. Republic of Eg. 
·~ uantity: 1, 000,000 stamps 

io consolidate the aetistic ties between peoples 
>f the Mediterranean and Alexandria, this ex­
hibition which includes painting, engraving and 
~cu!pture, provided the opportunity forthese ar­
dsts to meet to enlarge and exchange ideas. 

The special 
Commemorative 

cancel is 
the same as 

the one il­
lustrated for 
the Cairo 

Fair 

illRINT OF THE 10 ttJILL OFFICIAL 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 

7 April 1976 
10 mills 

All details are the same as for the previous 
issue except for the col or. The stamp is now 
carmine on a white background with black 
lettering. Numerals in English and Arabic 
a re in carmine. 

The 9th session of the fair was held in tv\arch on 
the Exhibition grounds at Guezira. More than 
35 African, Asian, European and Arab countries 
with more than 150 international and over 1 00 
ncational companies participating. 

THE XITH BIENNALE OF ALEXANDRIA 

Date of Issue: 
Denomination: 
Designer: 
Design: 

Dimensions: 
Sheets: 
Perforations: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 
Quantity: 

15 March 1976 
20 mills 

WAHEB FAREG 
Commemorative medal of the XI 
periodical exhibition presented 
for the Mediterranian countries, 
for the year 1976. 

30 x 50 mm. 
50 stamps (10 x 5) 

11-1/2 
Deep moss green and golden 
with white lettering. 

Multiple Eagle 
As above 

1 ,OOO,OOOstamps 
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W H 0 UNIVERSAL HEALTH DAY 

Celebrated on the day that WHO was estab­

lished, the theme for 1976 was 11 Foresight pre­
vents blindness 11 marking a world-wide effort 

in the great campaign to prevent blindness. 

Same cancellation for all 3 issue of 7 April. 

FAITHFULNESS AND HOPE SOCIETY 

Date of Issue: 7 April 1976 
Denomination: 20 Mills 
Designer: WAHEEB FARAG 
Design: Two hands holding a disabled 

on a chair, the motto of the 
Society and rays lighting the 

way ••• 
Dimensions: 
Sheets: 
Perforations: 

Colors: 

Watermark: 

Printing: 
Quantity: 

40 x 40 mm. 

35 stamps (7 x 5) 
11-1/2 

Blue green, green, pale green 

yellow and white ••• 
Multiple Eagle 

As Above 

1,000,000 stamps 

All stamps and FDCs are available at nomin-

al cost through our NEW ISSUE SERVICE FOR 
OUR MEMBERS. Write to THOMAS F. OLSON 
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Date of Issue: 7 April 1976 
20 mills Denomination: 

Designer: 

Design: 

Dimensions: 

Sheets: 
Perforations: 
Colors: 

Watermark: 
Printing: 

Quantity: 

SABER SAIDA 

A pharaoni c eye on shadows of 
I ight and darknes~ and the motto 

of W. H. 0. 

(including perfs) 

50 Stamps 

26 x 43 mm. 
(5 X 1 0) 

11-1/2 
Deep brown, yellow and green 

Multiple Eagle 

Postal Printing House in the Arab 

Rep ubi i c of Egypt 
' ' 1,_000,000 stamps 

In appreciation and gratitude to all of those in 
the Arab nations and African counl-ries iriured 
in accidents nr civil disasters, or in military or 
rAdemption operations, and those who sacrificed 

I ife and "blood during battle. 

4 Woodmont Court, Berkeley, California 94708. 
for details. All members are welcome to partici­

pate. 

COLLECTOR NEEDS HELP . ! ! 

MR. ALE MONGE, 801 Tupper Street, #505, Santa Rosa, Calif., writes to enquire if anyone of our 
members knows of a perpetual MOSLEM CALEN DAR describind the officia l Moslem dates, feasts, · 
histories and annual activities associated wi t h the celebrations ojf Islamic, feasts, and other festivals 
accompanying the issuance of commemorative postage stamps. . · . 

If youcan help, write to him directly at the above address ••• 
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(olonrl Dt1nson ts gonr. .V 
Dr. Smith has advised us of the passing of COLONEL J. R. DANSON of England. Very few be­
come philatelic legends during their lifetimes yet 1 here is a man who in every sense of the word 
measures up _. a man who s~nt a lifetime in serious study, passing on his information for the great­
est good; a mQn who contrfbuted to many chorities with great modesty and who, on his demise, be­
queathed the finest collections of Egypt and the Sudan, as well as numerous other collecting inter­
ests to charitable organizations for the greatest good among his fellow man. 

The name of Danson is familiar to many of us who belong to the Egypt Study Circle and while he was 
not personally known to all of us, his influence has left a lasting impression. 

Our sympathies are extended to his bereaved family and to his many friends and fellow members of the 
philatelic fraternity. He will be missed • o • 

mAnUSCRIP·T 
. I 

TAX MARKinG 
'• ' 

~.~- (!!!'~~--

• c--~ /~C) C/ C-~ / c:f-.:...... .- \p~./ ?Y 
. . . .. . - - ----- -- -----

The cover illustrated is an excellent example of 
the 11 3-1/2" manuscript TAX (Postage due) mark­
ing reported by Seymour Blomfield in his excel­
lent ESC Study, noted as TAX-5, HOWEVER, this 
marking IS NOT identical to his illustration. The 
11 3 11 appears to be the same but the 11 1/211 is very 
close to the 3 and both the figures 1/2, includ­
ing the bar are different. 

The cover is unique in t)Jat it was r'l1oiled in Ca­
ttaro in Italy (manuscript Via Corfu) 23/ 12 (73) 
traveling through the Italian postal system, re­
ceiving the in transit marking ALEXANDRIEN­
undated in Egypt; also the Egypt cds backstomp 
ALEXANDRIA/ 1 GEN 1874 plus arrival mark­
ing os V. R. EGIZIANE/3 GEN/ PORTO SAID. 
Could this be an unlisted variety of this mark ? 

AUCTION 
MATERIAL 

NEEDED 

PETER FELTUS is striving continually to give you good auctions of 
unusual Egyptian and Sudanese material 1 at lee~st twice o year. He 
has advised us that very very sellers ore participating. If he is to 
continue we must rely on you to supply surplus material. Members 
range from beginners to advanced specialists ond almost all mater­
ial is acceptable and wi 11 find a home. Please give this your sup­
port and put your duplicates to work for you. Send all auction ma­
terial to Peter at 4970 Desmond St., Oaklond, Calif., 94618 ••• 


