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S BRICER P T 0N S

Members arc reminded that their subscriptions to the Qircle
became due on January lst last and the Hon. Treasurer — FeS.Mumford,
174, Buxton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, England —~ would be glad to

rcceive them as soon as possibles

Subsoription, 1951. BT = 0 0,

Arrcars.
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The Chairman.

Many members will have hoard, and others will be interested 4o hear,
that Coloncl We Byamy O«B.Es has left this country to take up his new
appointment as Medical Superintendent of the Princess Tsahai Momorial
Hospital, Addis Abbaba, Ethiopia. :

Ho carrics with him the good wishes of the Circle for a happy period
of rosidonco in the Middle East and we look forward to hcaring from him
from timo to timo.

Changos of Addrosg.

8. De B. Armstrong, 6, Clifton Croscent, Folkestono.
26+ Je Re Racburn, Tonn Nowydd, Morthyr Tydfil, Glam.
51ls. Robert Leslic, Wood Nook, 22, Park Drivec, Whitchaven, Cimberland.

Rosignations.

27, Surge-Captain F. Fe. Mahon, R.N., 31 Westbourno Grove, Scarborough,
Yorks

52s Je Ko Sidcbottom, OsBeE., 26, Lco Lanc, Horsforth, Yorks.
57« Fo Jes Coomer, 7, Larnach Road, Iondon. W, 6.

New Members.

76+ He Ue Rush, 34, Holland Villas Road, Kensington, London, W. 14.
77 . Charles We Minctt, " Fairmead", Bridgefield Road, Tankerton, Kont.
78+ Ae Jeo Rovell, 113, Tankerton Road, Whitstable, Kente



The Quarterly Oirocular. Vols III. No. IL. Page 140.

THE HISTORY OF THE FOREIGN POST OFFICES 1IN EGYPT,

THE POSTS OF GREAT BRITAIN 1IN EGYPT,

By Brigadicr C. D. Rawson, CeB.E,; D,S.0,

( continued from page 138. )

in 1352 the Pe & Os S« No Coy. cstablished an Agency at the port of
“argeillos which has been held continuously to this day by Messrs Robert
gowor & Qoy the name of the firm was changed to Estrinc & Co on Robert

Gowor's doath.
In 1859 mails for Hgypt and the East sailed from England as Pollows -

gvorland.  Via Marseilles in the cvening on the 3rd.,10th., 18th., and 23th.
=T of “the ‘montha

Long scae via Southampton in the morning on the 4th., 12th., 20th., and
mete L Sihe of dhs Tenths : : o

(%) The Tricste Routcs England to Egypt.

In 1842 lNr. Waghorn was also doveloping another route through Belgium
and Germany to Triestee The route ran from Ostend to Lidge by rail - Iicge
to Alx la Chapolle by coach - Aix to Cologne by rail. Cologne to Maycnce by
coach and Phinc boat - Mayenoe to Basle by stcamer. From Basie by eoach via
Zurich to Wohlcnstadt, and thence over the Alps to Bresecia and Venice,
thonee by steamor to Tricste.

Although primarily a passonger scrvice, it is possible that lettors wont
also by this scrviec to Egypt connceting with the bi-monthly service from
Tricate to Alexandria which took 10 days in 1837, the mails being transhipped
at Syra and touching at Crotce

In 1845 as an advertisement Waghorn carricd the mail of the " Times"
nowgpaper by this route, and proved it to be shorter than that by Marsciilos
by 14 hours. No ocovers of letters by this route have been scen.

The Augtrian Lloyd Sorvice between Triecste and Alexandria beocame a dirccet
onc on May 10th 1848 taking 5 days and touching at Corfu, This was o
monthly sorviec which beoame bi-monthly in 1851, and a weekly sorvise in
1873, .

(4) The passage through Egypt.

To illustrate the discomforts suffercd in traversing Egypt prior to
1830 one reads that travellers from India journeyed in native craft landed
in Bgypt cithor at Kossier on the Egyptian shore about 250 milecs down the
Rod Sca, south of Suez or continued the sca passage to Sucz. From Kogscir
they orossed the descert to the Nile about Luxor, and thence sailed down %o
Qairo. This routc was often quicker than the Suez route if winds were
advorso.
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In 1836 -~ 37 Waghorn's Agency tried to develop the overland rcute
through Egypt, and the choice of thesec two routes was offered.

From Cairo down the Nile travellers proceeded by native sailing craft
but later a tiny vermin infested steamer of 4 hep. carrying about 10 people
was useds The journey to Atfe on the left bank of the Nile took a day and
a night and then passengers transferred to the Mahmoudieh Canal for
Alexandria. The canal was traversed in a native track boat towed by horses.
A hornblower posted in the bows gave warning to other craft to clear the way.
On meeting onc of these the horses had to be halted and the rope lifted over
its mast. The 48 miles of canal took anything from 12 hours or more to
traverse. It was only the passengers, however, who travelled by this route,
the mails went the whole way from Alexandria to Suez via Cairo by donkey and
canal, and with relays of these the journey took, on the average, 64 hours.

The P. & O. Coy. werc very dissatisficd with the conditions of transit
of passengers across Egypt and toock them over wholly in June 1842 with
quicker and more comfortable vessels.

On 30 iMarch 1852 an agreement was signed in Cairo between the Hone.
East India Company and the Egyptian Govermment for the transmission of mails
through Egypt.

In 1860 control of the mail packet service was transferred from the
Admiralty to the Post Office, and in 1863 the mailboat conncctions between
Egypt and England werc these :-~

(1) The Long Sea Routo.

(a) B.e % 0. 5. . Coy. ~ from Alexandria to Southampton touching
at Malta and Gibraltar leving Alexandria on the 11th and 27+th
of the month,

(b) The Pappyanni Scrow Steamships of Liverpool which plied between
Alexandria and Liverpool touching at Malta.

(2) The Ovsrland Route.

(6) Ps & 0. 5. N. Coy. from Alexandria ro Marseilles touching at
Malta, which left Alexandria on tho 5th, 12th, 19th, and 28th
of the month,

In 1863 Ancona and Naples were connccted by the Italian railroad which
by 1866 had been cxtended to Brindisi, In the autumn of 1870 in consequence
of the interruption of cgmmunications by the Franco Prussian war, it boeamo
necessary to divert the Sritish mail from Marseillos to Brindisi via Belgium
and Goermany.

The first P. & O. steamer from Brindisi to Alexandria sailed on
20 December 1870, the mail having loft LOndon on 18 Decembor.

This route was followod until 5th January 1872 whon the openeing of
the iont Qoris tunnel afforded a shortor and quiockor Jjourney 4o the south of

Italy.
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In 1870 mails were dispatched to and received from England and America
by the Ps & O« steamers. From England they went overland to Brindisi or to
Marseilles. The Brindisi mail arrived at Alexandria on Wednesdays taking 7
days, and the mail from Marseilles took 8 days arriving on Thursdays.

Mails left Alexandria daily for Cairo, Suez, Ismailia and Port Saidz
Letters for Upper Egypt went by special messengers to Luxor, etc. under
arrangements made by the British Consul in Cairo: 7 days from Cairo to Iuxor,
and 11 days Cairo to Assouan.

In 1879 the low tariff mails to the East were carried weekly by Pe & O,
stoamers to Port Said and through the canal to Suez. The high tariff mails
wore transported by express trains from Calais through Francc and Italy via
the Mont Ceris tunnel to Brindisi, thence by stecamer to Alexandria and by
railway to Suez. Rail transport was then much quicker than by canal,

In 1882 during the Arabi Pasha rcbellion in Egypt, all Army mail was
handled hy the Army Post Office, run by a special postal unit which
accompanied the Forcee When the campaign ended, from October Ath 1882 the
Army mail was handled by the Egyptian Post Office. Owing to disturbances duc
to the rcebellion, the railway service for the Anglo-Indiam mail was suspended
from July 9th to November 30th and the mails from Brindisi were reocived at
Port Said instcad of at Alexandria. During this period a speeial service of
the Khedivial mail line carried mails from Alexandria to Port Said conncocting
with the stcamers from Brindisi. ) ;

During an interruption of the land service between Sucz and Ismailia the
Government conducted a special daily service by boat up the canal using
steamers of the Sucz Oanal Company.

In 1888 the transportation of the Indian maile by railway was abandoned
and they werc sent by the canal owing to the greater speed now achieved by
this route,

The weekly P, & O. Mail sorvices from Alexandria to Brindisi and
Marscilles have continued since 1880, and the fortnightly sailings to
Southampton by the long sca route. They have only been interrupted during
wars on the continent of Europo,

111, COOPERATION WITH OTHER POSTAL ORGANIZATIONS BEFORE THE FORMATION OF
THE U. P U,

(2) The Egyptian Transit Company, and subsequently the
Egyptian Transit Administration.

The services to be poerformed were the conveyance of the Indian mails
from Alexandria to Suez, and vice vorsa. These mails werc oarricd in scaled
cases, and thercfore no covers with cachets of these organisations are knowm.

(b) Postal Services of Franoe, Italy and Austria.

(1) France
There is evidence in the Rawson collection that British mail
was _carried by France from Egypt to Malta on 27 May 1838, and
to England on 9 August 1849,
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2) Italy.
( ) ooperation with Italy consisted of carrying mail in British vessels

from the time the service was established between Alexandria and
Marseilles. Letters were posted at either the British or French
P.Oes. Those transhipped at lMalta were purified therec. ]
At Marseilles the circular PAQ. ANG. postmark was struck in red.
From there the mail travelled overland by the Reviera route to its
Italian destination.

From 1863 when the Italian P.O. was established at Alexandria,
letters franked with stamps of Sardinia for transmission to
Marscilles received the Italian marking " PIROSCAFI POSTALI INGLESI"
enclosed in a rectangular frame, struck in blue or black. These
letters were sent forward via Susa and Turin. We have knowledge of
three covers of this nature. It is possible that mail transhipped
at Malta was sometimes sent direct to Sicily or Italy, though we
have no record of covers travelling bu this routec.

As a result of disturbances caused by the Franco Prussian war, the
Brindisi route was taken into use and in the autumn of 1870 British
maill was carried between Brindisi and Alexandria in ships ot the
Adriatico Oricentale Company. Those letters bear no Italian postal
markingse.

(3) Austria.

erc is evidence of the carriage of mail through Egypt for Austria.
British stamps were affixed at Alexandria on mail passing through
Egypt from %ustria for purposes of accountancy,- ( see Chapter VI,
Sece III.2.
The rate was always 1/= and the stamps woere obliterated BOIL, but
carry no Alexandria date stampe.
There is cvidence of direct service in 1869 in the Byam collection
of mail carried from Egypt to England franked entirely by stamps of
Austrian Italy.

(¢) The Posta Europcas
ATthough British mail must have undoubtedly beecn collected and
delivered within Lower Egypt by the Posta Europea, as yet no
specimens have been secn by members of the Circle.

(d) Modern Egyptian Post.

(1) Government Frank with Great Britain adhesives.
N6 cxamplcs of THis cooperation have becen seens

(2) Letters forBritain or her possossions cmanating from towns in Egypt,
where no British Post Office existod, were carried by the Egyptian
Postal Scrvicc,and franked by HEgyptian adhesive stamps. The lotter
was received by the Egyptian P.Os at Alemandria or Suez, the stamps
postmarked, and the letter scnt to the British P.O. where presumably
British adhesives were affixed and obliterated, the cost being
collected from the addrcssee on arrival in England.

(3) An Anglo-Egyptian Convention was signed onl8th May 187% and ocame into
effoct on 1st July of that year. By this convention mail was to be
conveyed through Egypt in both directions in sealed containcrs for
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Iv.

£8000 per annum payable in equal quarterly amounts, with the proviso
that the sum was to be reduced to £6000 p.a. when mail was carried
through the Suez Canal instead of overland.

Under this convention, mail between Great Britain and Ireland, and from
the East carried to Egypt by the British service was 4o be franked
completely by British stamps alone, and letters starting from Egypty
from places other than Alexandria and Suez would be FfPanked comp letely
by Egyptian stamps, to the East Indies, Ceylon, Straits Settlements,
Ohina, Japan, Australia or New Zealand as well as %o the United Kingdom
Malta, Gibraltar and the UsSeAes It was thus that combined fPanking no
longor bocame necessary. Prepayment was obligatory except on letters
to Upper Egypt beyond Assiut. They had to be prepaid to Assiut.

All registered lotters had to be prepaid. A date stamp showing place
of origin had to be applied to all correspondence, ordinary and S
registered, and the letters PD struck on all mail fully prepaid.

Rogistored letters to be struck with cither the word "REGISTERED" or
" RAGCOMANDATA" .

Lotters insufficiently prepaid to be stamped "INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID"
or "INSUFFICIENTEMENTE FRANCATA" .

For the purposcs of the Convention the exchange ratc was fixed at'Q%%
Igyptian piastres to the £1 storling. 2

The British mail between Alexandria and Constantinople was to be
conveyed in olosed containers by means of tho steam vessels beldnging
to or subsidised by the Egyptian Governmont.

BRITISH POST FROM EGYPT.

1. Franking of Mail.
(a) Handstamps.
¢ handstamps used before the introduction of adhesive stamps
worc, as shovm under Type I.1 and IT.l. Alexandria, Suez and
Cairo respectively.

(b) Adhesives.

On 2 August 1859 the GeP.O. supplied their Post Offices at
Alexandria, Suez and Cairo with British adhesive postage stamps,
simultancously obliterators werc issued to Alexandria ( BOI ) -
Suez ( BO2 ), but no obliterator was issued to Oairos

Those adhesive stamps belicved to have been sent to Egypt arc
aruymerated in lists under Alexandria and Suez showing the
obliterators known on many of theme



The Quarterly Circular. Vols III. No. 11. Page 145.

V. POSTAL MARKINGS.

Classification. (a) ALEXANDRIA.

Period of usej '
from examples; Inks |{Function & Remarks.
| Seena

s 1=
I. CROWNED CIRCLE FRANK STAMPS « '
: ?

Type. I1lustrations.

i

|

ﬂ i Red. jAs Frank stamps to
I ﬁdefray postage.

| i

f

22 10 to3 12 Black.?]

|““7 | = |
II. | DATED MARKINGS. :
N
Q;;J\ 0«9 |
N OC v
< e > 24 12 14 11

4

Blacke. Informatiogtand

IT.1. 1845 . ) 40 (= _arriva amp »
3 2
10 4
21 -5\1- 9 -53- Blue-
12 £ 56'3‘ ‘Black.
II.2.
1
| 12 B-l- Redo
: 10 Black.
II.Z. —————— 12 67- 1ac

TGl i
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Type.

Illustrations.

Period? i
of use Inke. Function & Remarks.

ILeBo

TIT4%s!

i

é
|
II1.24 |
!
|
|
|

11,5, POSTE DAFTER CLOSING.

|

EHCH
$5\.)‘: E/y)‘
N <}‘

pREPAlD

Tk

— 29 Mmm. ———>

. 4
POSTEDAFTER =

. DEPARTURE OF PACKET _..o
; — 42 mm. ——

|
|
|

| 1871,

1871,

1873,

1870,

I
|
| Information and arrival
i ‘stampto date letters
!Black.éreoeived from Mobile

! ‘boxes carried on packet
‘steamers

|
|
i

|
|
il
; !
;BlackJ Postage Due, Applied
: -+ at office of dispatch.,
|

H

; B 1301{ oi
| ;

| Blacke Applied at office of
i i dispatch.

ZBlack; For information,
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DETATLED DESCRIPTION. ALEXANDRIA.

Type I. Crowned Circle Frank Stamp. *

I.1e¢ Two concentric circles both of which are intersected at the top by
a crowna The circles are slightly flattened at the top, the
horizontal diameters being 29 mm. and 28¢5 mm. and the vertical
diameters 27 mm. and 25 mme. The crown is 13 mm. high and 8¢5 wide.
Within the circles is "PAID AT ALEXANDRIA" in 3 lines, the letters
are from 3 to 3e5mm. highe. The stamp was struck both in black and
red inkse
The stamp was registcred at the GePeOs on November 13th 1841 but was
not put into use at Alexandria until May 1843,

Earliest date. Latest date.
In black. ? 7
In red 22 Oct. 45 (Besly) 23 Dece 57

(a) The cover from the Besly collection is from Alexandria to London,
has the Malta purification mark and cuts, is marked "via

Marseilles", and arrived 3 Nov. 1845. Rate charged 1/8. The date
stamp (Type Il.l.) is in blues

(b) The second cover is similar to the above but, not receiving
purification at Malta, reached London via Marseilles in & days
on 31 Dec. 1857. 9d rate being charged.

* See article on these Frank Stamps in "Q.Ce" Vol. III. No. 1. page Z.

Type II. Dated Circular Markings.

IT.1le ALEXANDRIA in serif caps. occupying the upper half of a double
circle, outer diameter 30 mm., inner diamcter 23 mm, Tettcrs 35
to 4 mm. high. Date in two lines, figures 3 mm. high. Issued at
Alexandria on the opening of the packet agency 19 Aug. 1839, It
was superseded by Type II.2., The stamp was struck in black, red
and blue inks.

Earliest date EEEEEE_QEES'
In blaok. 24012-40. 40110510
In red. 2243445, (JeBoulad) 212447,

In blue. 21¢10451. (Mackenzie-Low) 9.4456,
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YAIDRIA in Roman caps. 2¢5 mme high. within the upper part of
o gL%§%§%2 of diameter 19+5 mm.. In the centre is the date in two

1lines. First used on 2 Aug. 1859 simultaneously with the issue of
adhesive stamps.

There are two types - (a) has the code letter "A" beiween the
word Alexandria and the dates (b) the code letter "B',

Earliest date. Latest date,

In black, "a" 12 Nov. 1859. (JeBoulad) 5 HMar, 1868,
In red. 12 Jan. 1861

lotes There is a Scottish towm, Alexandria, in Dumbartonshdre which
was allotted a circular date stamp similar to Type II+2, but
the diameter of this marking is only 18 mm, and it therefore
can be distinguished from that of its Egyptian sister,

IL«3s ALEXANDRIA in Roman caps. 3 mm. high within the upper part of a
circle of diameter 20 mmss In the centre is the date in two lines.
This marking has three types with code letters "A" and "B" and
without a code letters. This marking is known in black only,

Earliest date. Latest date,

In black "af 12 Octs 1867 (J«Boulad) “

1I+4s From two covers and a piece in the Byam collection there appears
to have been another date stamp which was issued for use with
Obliterator type III.2. ( 5 bars ). This differs from Types II.2
and IIT.3 as the diameter is 20 mmes height of letters 2¢5 mm,
t0 276 mme and code letters "A", "B", "E' and without sode lottors

Note. The main difference in Types IIs2 and II+3 is the more firm
and solid appearance of the lettering in the latter; of which
~the diameter of the circle and lettering is slightly large
with a thicker circumferential linec. :
In Type IT.3 the "E' has longer horizontal strokes, the
crossbar os the middle "A" is higher, and the "D" and "R"
arc more widely spaced.

Type II.4 in these respects resembles Type II.42s
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TV. OBLITERATORS.

b 1

eriod &f use"g

Type. | Lllustrations. [P |
‘ ‘ from examples| Ink. Remarks .
| recorded. | ,
T | Function, Cancellation of
i \ : 'F Adhésives.
T7.1+ Horizontal oval. 11 25 ,| Obliterator 16X22 mm.-BOL B+5
BOT with T thin |- &0 |2 T2 o !X 15 mm. In use from 24859
ibars . ? | 4o 1873. Used with Types II.2
T ; tand IT.3 but never in Duplex.
| {Blue. | Adhesives of other countries
= | ! ' are sometimes found with this
— ! | { obliterator, which was
‘presumably applied at the
]: “B 0] » ! ‘British P,O. at Alexandria on
1 e | stamps which reached it
! e i uncancelled from the Egyptian
! ! P.o.
IV.2. Vertical oval T |
'BOT With Tive bard.3 87 | 987 |Black. Opyiterator 28 X 26 mm. BOY
| é 6 X 18¢5 mm. in use from ecarly
P ; 1871. Used with Type II.4.
a— ; i On covers seen, this obliteratcr
-_a- l | and date stamp are in duplex,
e ——, a i but they were evidently
(( BOI» ; detachable and clamped togethor
— i as their distance apart varics
e ‘ \from 3 to 4 mm.and on one covor
N — ; !;’they are tete-bechc.
i i !
=
T7.3. Vertical oval. 6! 10 | f
BOT with 4 barse 19T, 14 77 Blacke| opliterator 28 X 19 mm. BOI

Il

=
=

1

e s 1ty

{ 7 X 14 mme In use from carly

|

| 1871« Used with Types 11,2
. and IT.3. but never in duplex.
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, [Period of use
Type. | I1llustrations. |from examplesy Ink. | Remarks.,
= . reocorded. i

=T

g ! ‘Function. Cancellation of
' ' Adhesives.

IV.4.?Vertioa1 ovale 10 2 i Obliterator 26 X B mm. BOIL
'BOL with % bars. ¢ 77|18 75 Blaok* 8 X 14 mme. Used with Types
17 s | { IT42 and II.3. but never in
i p—N | duplex.
; r Y , 5
~ {(BO1))
f R | ;
< e

|
IVe5.! Horizontal Oval.
| A 17 with & bars.

e
G e

| Presumably used with
| Type II.5 to obliterate
| adhesives on letters
; received from mobile

\ ((AI? )) | boxes from packet

steamers.

e
——

b, SOSCEEERESSS

Mobile letter boxes.

In the Proof Book at the G«P.O. London evidence has been received that
in 1887, locked mobile letter boxes were supplied to British Packet Steamers
plying between England and Alexandria. TLetters posted in these boxes b
passengers were taken ashore at Alexandria, the boxes opened, and all letters
stamped with a "tombstone" shaped date stamp ( Type II.54) and the stamps
thereon cancelled by an obliterator A 17 ( Type Iyg. Although in the Proof
Book it is evident that both date stamp and obliterator were sent to

Alexandria on the same day - October 15th 1857 - no cover has been recorded
with either mark,



