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THE POSTS OF GREAT BRITAIN IN FEGYPT.
Additions and Amendmentse

by Brigo Ce D& Rawsony O.B-E.; DOS.OOQ

1. On page 6 of Vol. IV. No. 1. of the " Q.C. " para. VIII (e) (3) it is
stated that no example of a combination cover emanating from Egypt has been
seen bearing British and Egyptian adhesives. & cover of this description
has now, however, been acquired by Lt.~Colonel Danson, and details thereof
were reeently reported and illustrated in L.OJP. April 195%, page 9%.

The eover emanated from Zifta mit Ghemr ( near Zagazig ) where a Y P.T.é1866)
was applied and date stemped 25 GEN 67. Thence to Alexandria where a Ge«B. 64
1ilao ( probably also applied at Zifta ) was obliterated B Q 1 and date
stamped Jan. 26« 67. The cover is marked via Marseilles, and the postal
Eroceedure for its passage is given in para 2 page 138 of Q.Ce Vol. III.

Oe 10 .

The following amendments should be made to page 6 of Vole IV of the Q.C.
para VIII e. Delete sub-para (3) and insert in the next line "British
and " before the word *French".

2« In the July 1953 number of L.O«P. pages 168-9 M. Gabriel Boulad has reported
yet_another British/Egyptian combination cover, in this case, from England
to Egypt. The letter is franked with three G.B. 4d vermillion (plate 12 )
postmarked Qardiff 6 March 1871, with PD in circle in red. Instructions-

" via Belgium and Trieste ". On the reyerse ig an Austrian postmark
L¥pe IT.3. ( seec page 150 QeCo Vol IT No. 11.) dated 16 Mar, It arrived
at Alexandria 1 April 1871 and was readdressed to Cairo arriving there same

date, Date stamgs of both places being applicd. A% Alexandria, Egyptian
stamps 1 PeTe and 2 PeT., 1867 issue werc affixed and cancelled wi date

stamp. :
Noteg on this route are shown in Q.C. Vol. IIT. No Y%. page 140.

(53]
®

In view of the discovery of the “RegistrationvcachetP reported on page 64
of the Q.?, Vole IV Noe 5, it is mnecess to delete the statement in
sub~para (1) of para VIII on page 6 of Q«Us Vol IV. '



The Quarterly Cirecular. Vol. IV. Ho. 8. Page 100.

4, The following additions should be made to the Table of Crowned Circle handstamps
e

in Q«Ce Vol. IV. Mo. 2. pag

Insert under ALBXANDRIA.

Cover with | Double } Mrs riaria Taylor | per overland Yes
letter Circle. |Red. BeImont i dispatch without | 1/8
enclosed i Nr. Stranraer. via slits.*
Wigtownshire 1 Marseilles.
t Scotland
Red % Double | riay 23 | London 2 Ju !
inke ! @SS Cirolz.gBlaoku 1850« 11 days. | Tombstone 1850 | Leslie.
‘ ! rede | S !
Insert under SUEZ.
Cover lDouble Blue.i Factorij der i * ; Red tDouble
1Cirole.{ | Neder landschandal | Nil.| Nil. | 1/4|chalk.| MSS.| Circle.
‘maatshapplg ‘ ‘ |
Batavia.
Blaok.} 20 Qetial | f i OWNner anonymous,
1854. | - [ ? 1 ~ | reported by M. Cicurcl.
b1 | | L.0.P. Oct.'53. p 229.

5. lions. Ae. Cicur2l reports the following -

(a) Q.Ce Vol. III. No. 11. page 148. Aloxandria Postal marking II.2 in red.
Latest date 13.10463. substitute for 19.4.61.

(b) QeCeo Vol. IV. No 1. pags 2- Cairo postal marking II.I1.
Substitutec 947471 as earlicst datc for blue marking.

f. Amendments to B O 1 dates, etcs Q«Ce Vole IIT. No., 12.

page 15%. #d rose red. add plate 137.
154. 1d -~ -, add plate 119 and insert X in C.D.Se Type IV-4.
155.  ~ plate-173:Insert X i C.DeSa Typs IV-4,
= Wls = = e = =
& 185. Substitute X for O and insert X in C.D.S. Type I1v-4.
—~ 198. Insert X under Type IV-4,
156. 2% plate 4. GC.DeSe for Type IV-3,; 20-4-77,
o = B, P - . - 25-2-77.
- = 8. - - - - 15-1-78.
158. =%d gresn. Substitute O for X.
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page 156. 34 plate 5. C«DeS. for Type IV-1 22-1-70.
- Add plate 15.
4 - - 20

Amendments to B O 2 cancellations.

page 161e ‘%d rose red. plate 14. insert X for obliterator.
8 = - -~ 73. Substitute X for O,
B P - T4. 1Insert X for obliterator.
" = e - 81l. BSubstitute X for O.
- - - - 84, - - W
- - - = 100 - - - -

162, - = - add plate 110.
- - - plate 113. Insert X for obliterator.
- - - - 123« Substitute X for O.
- - = - 124, - - - -
- - - - 125, - - - =
- - - - 143, - - - -
- - - - 147, - - - =
- - - - 150. Insert X for Obliterator.
- - - - 151. Substitute X for O.
o3 - - - 156. Insart X for O.
- - = - 1859. Substitute X for O.
. - = add plate 167.
- - = plate 170. Substitute X for O.
- o add plate 178.
- - - plate 182. Insert X for oblidterator.
= o s - 184. Substitute X for O.
163. 3d rose add plate 15.

— — —

- plate 5.

20

Ins2rt X for obliteratore.
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page 163. 13 green. canczle.

6d. pale chestnut. Insert plate 12 and ZX. ,
( Robson Lows's sale, 27-1-54, 1ot 19., ( Z 389a)

8d orange. Inssrt Xs ( L.O«P. Oct. 1853. p. 229)
8. Received from iir. Pembecrton.
Q«0a Vols Ills Noe 1la

page 145. Marking Type II.1. period of use for black inks.
Substitute 20e8.40 and 4.7.52. ( McGowan)

146. Type III.4. period of use. Substitute 1869 for 1870. ( McGowan)
149. - V.2 - - - - 10.10.69 for 9.4.69. (lMcGowan)
150. ~ IV.4. - - - ~ =e10673 ~  4410.74. (¥McGowan)
Q.C. Vole III. No. 11. page 143.
#e Cicurcl states "I have an envelope posted in Vienna addressed to Bombay
bearing thrce Austzien stamps of 3 Kr. cach obliterated WIEN 9.5.68 and a
3d of GeBe su%erimposed on the Austrian stamps obliterated B O 1 type

IV.2 ( 5 bars) with Alexandria date stamp (very faint) May 22-68 and the
arrival Bombay stamp dated 5.7.68.

NOTES OIi UNITED STATES ARi{Y POST OFFICES IN EGYPT IN WORLD WAR IT.

by Profegsor Peter A. S. Smithe

A comprechansive location 1ist of UeSeAs PaOes was published in 1949 by
A. J. Tripp for the War Cover Club. The following list of A.P.O.'s used in Bgypt
has been 3xtracted from it.

485. Kabrit, Jan 12, 43 to June, 47, when it was transferred to Libya.
486+ Deversoir, Jan. 12, 4%; Holiopolis, ilarch 1, 45, ccascd operations Oct. 31,
1945.

498. Heliopolis, Oct. 14, 43 ( Camp Russell B. Huckstep,; tfanasferred to Libya
May 1, 1944,

52%. Cairo, Jan. ? 4A to llay 15, 46.

535. as abovec.

616+ Cairo, Nov. 20, 42; Camp Huckstep, Oct. 1, 4%; Cairo Dec. ? 46 to ‘larch 8,

626« Heliopolis, Jan. 19, 4% to May 7 43. 1947,

678, - y Nov. 7, 42; Camp Huckstep, ? ? 43; ceased op. Oct. 22, 45.

680- sam: as 535.

684. Camp Ataka, Oct.3,434 Camp Huckstoep, Janel6, £4; Alex. Sept.16,463 c.o0.Dcce.

685. Cairo. Jan.16,44 to July 20,44. ] _ 165466

686+ Sucz, Oct.?,4%: Port Tewfik, Oct.27,4%; Camp Ataka, Jan.15,44; stamp sales

ceased Jan.26,45: Cairo, iiar.l,45; ceasaed op. May 15,4h.

696. Cairo, Dcce. 23,42 to Nov. 24,43,

785. Aloxandria, Nov.20,42; Gambut, Jan.4,43 to April 21, 47%.

786« Alexandria, Déc. 5,42; Gambut, Jan. £,4% to May ?, 473,
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I

788. Heliopolis. (John Payne Field), Oct.%,4%: Stamp sales discontinued .
Octe20545; ceased op. Mar.7,47

787. Cairo (Deversoir Airfield ?) Jan.?21,43; ceasad op. Oct.B,45.

795. Cairo, sam2 as 53%58.

797. Cairo, samc as 535.

709, Cairo, same as H35.

g14. Cairo, June 25,42; ceascd op. Aug.l2,42.

816. Cairo, Jan. %,48 to liarch %,46.

This information was obtained largely from official records, and it does not
thersfore mean that each number has been seen used from Egypte Probably a number
of them were merely transferred to headquarters at Cairo to be put on the shelf,
and thus naever saw use during their stay in Egypt. Many ware used earlier in
Iran and other plac:is in tho Middle East, and latsr moved on to Saudi Arabia or
Libya and Italye.

CHRISTMAS " FREE" ISSUE A.ll.Ls. FOR SERVICES IN EGYPT.

by A« Beardsmorc.

I possess four A.il.Ls which ar: stamped ¥ Free"in red. Tho stemp is 8 mm.
high and 22 mm. broad, and 1s across the space for the postags stamp on the sheats.
At the time of tho issus of these 1 was stationsd at Helwan, about 15 miles south
of Cairo on tho ecast bank of the Nile. The markings are olcarly made by the samo
rubber stamp, as obvious imperfsctions are common to all, and the usé of a red
censor stamp at the carlier part of the poriod ( 28 Oote. to % Nov. ) suggests
that the stamp was loocally produced and the lottor cards impressed on the unit.

Bach of thc four shoets is ocanoalled by thoe usual POSTAGE PREPAID stamp
bearing the No. 83 and ths oasnsor mark is RAF 86 in a square. The first was
writton 28 Oct. 1943, p-:t ri:nd 20 Lcte.1243, th» second 1 Nov. 1943, postmarked
7 ¥Wov. 184%, the third 19 Mov. 1942 and postmarked 20 Nov. 1947, and the last
bears a normal 3d stamp over the "FREE" mark, was written 30 Nov. 194% and post-
marked 3 December 1947, The first thres wero all delivered in Leicester on 11th
Dacember 1243 and the last on 13th Docember, 1947, As other A.i.Ls passed through
the post in betwesn these dates and wore delivered in all cases separately and
before 11th Deccmber, it is clear that the "FREE" issues were despatched in a
batch and all dslivorad togsther, irrespcotive of the date of posting.

The second of the four lotters contains the following sentence ;- " I am
writing this on a Christmas Freco issuc air mail latter card, it being the sccond
of a serices of five with which w3 are to bo issusd ". I have no trace of the
fifth, if there was one.

It would sesm that the "FREE" cachet only operated for a limited poriod
of about a month, thc limits baing from a date after 23rd Octe 194% %o a dats
bafors 30 Nov. 194%, as by the latter date the "FREE" issus was out-of-date
and payment of postage was neo:ssarye

In Oct./Nov. in 1942, I was stationcd at Shandur on the Suez Canal and in
Oct./Nov. 1944 at Khartoum. No freo issues ware mads thare ( my corrsspondenca
Still exists ) and I think it ocan safaly be assumed that, so far as Egypt is
concsrned, the "FREE'" cachet was used in 1942 only.
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THE SECOND AIRMAIL STAWP.

S.G. 178a.

iire G. T. Houston of iielbourne, Australia writes that he has inspected many
blocks of & with comtrol A/29, both ordinary and with Zeppelin surcharges, and
that he has always found only the on¢ identical type of control number.

Stamp No. 50, &he corner stamp above the control number invariably shows

the variety of the

"additional sailing ship " or feluker, a blob of colour

showing on the left bank of the castern branch of the Nile under the right hand

section of the

ir. Houston enquires - would this constant appearance

Delta barrage.

of the identical

control number together with the variety on the corner stamp justify the conclusion
that this issue, and presumably also the precesding air, S.G. 178, and Express,
Gele ele stamps have all been printed in printers sheets consisting only of one
pan: of 50 stamps.

Informetion forwardad by Captain L. Phillips,

CORRESPONDENCE FROi MR. G.T.HOUSTON'OF AUSTRALIA.

( E«S.Cs No. 8%.)

Prince Farouk Issue in

§

wrong colour centres”.

In the Quarterly Circular Vil. III No. 6 pages 75/76 two flaws are described,

uccurring on the 15 and 20 mills valuos of the Priocs Farouk issue in "
colour centres'
similar stamps.

In my collcection there are a number of sets in

wrong

Confirmation is sought of the axistence of these flaws on other

amongst these aroc the following items ¢

Face valuc.

5 millse.

10 millse.

15 mills.

20 mills.

Pancl (Centro):

onz dot of the screen missing
just over the heart of the
Prince.

flaw as described by Hardy,
plus one dot of the scresen
missing just undcer the lapasl
of thoe Jjacket.

flaw as described by Hardy,
plus missing dot of screcn, as
d:soribad above ( 10 millss

flaw as described by Hardy-
for 15 mills valuece. plus
missing dot of scresn, as
d:scribad above (10 mills)

# f

wrong colour centres U and

Frame:s

e o Pt o pont

aro-shaped flaw descending from
under sccond I of i{ills towards
the centre of the decoration,
above P of Prinoce. The Arabic
cquivalent of 1iills only faintly
visible.

flaw as described by Hardy,
reaching from middls of M of
mills upwards, necarly touching
the lower end of figurc 5 of 15.
Stop after 1 of Arabic 1929.

aro—shaped flaw descending from
middle of S of mills, towards-
the centre of the decdration
above P of Prinoe,. ]



ery similar to the one
E IS5 IDENTICAL. However
identical.

HeBe The thre: {laws in the
dzscrilod by Hardy - bu
thoe misging dot of the

1 hav. also a pair of the 15 mills on piece (Parcel post C.0.D.)
cancelled Ismailia 12.11.29, and a single copy 15 mills used, name of post of "ie»
illegible, dutzd 114FEa29. These would establish the "wrong colour ccntregsh
nostally us:d on the first and seacond day of their issue. Some specialists
consider the “"wrong colour centres" as proofs that ¥ found their way into
colloctions® . S A

It I THE POSSESSION ¢ MR. HOUSTON not yet catalogued by Chaftar-Zeharc or
. - S.G.

foom 3 hiilliemss 1915 - Z 54d I have a used copy with the surcharge very much
misplaczd to the right, the albino surcharge in the correct place, but thers in
no trace of the misplaced inked surcharge on the left hand side.

15 Mills. Crown Opt. Z 76 I with crushed crown, g8imilar, if not idantical to #
crushzd crown on stamp No. 83 of th: sttting with crushed crowns of the valuos
hitherto known with thesee It is a used copy.

3 i:il1lse Crowvm OUpt. I can confirm existonce of this setting with the crushad
crowns. McHeille exhibited one at Cairc. I have onc usad copy of Z 71 I b,
position of tho crushed crown is stamp No. 92 of the panc.

Invertoed watsrmarks: O.HeEolieSe No. 72 23 (2 Mills. mint )
Crovmn overprints No.Z 73 II
s - No. 7 70 IIX
" Surcharge & choval ' ( seluc.) No. Z 69 TIII
Nes Z 71 IIX

I have on> complsts panc of 100 stamps Z 106a — 13 Mills with the invortad
watsrmurk, control A/%2, purchasad at Alsxandria Post Office when this issuc was
b2ing usad up.

WAITTED BY Mr. G.T. HOUSTON. 230 Collins Street, Melbournc C.T.
Australia.

At prosent I study the plats flaws of the De La Rue and Harrison printineas
of the pictorials. I would like to purchase entire sheets of 200 of thc 2 #ills,
1914, 1221 and 1922 ( altogether 6 different controls). Could any member haoln 9
There arec also the six different controls of the 1 Mill. issue which I would i -
Lo buy in complste nancs.

THE WATERMARKS OF THE DE LA RUE ISSUES OF EGYPT - 1879 — 1902.

I c¢nclose my comments on the Watermarks of the De La Rusec issues of Egyni
1879-191%, the very interesting study of this matter by Mr. AeJeRevell as
publishod in Q.C. Hos. 41 & 42, also some further information on same.

Page 73. It would be usefﬁl to include in this part of the study a.cheok list ¢
the normal and inverted watermarks of the Sphinx and Pyramid " Milliemes and
Piastres " issuc.
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Page 75. In ths ch:ck list on page 75 the 5 iills $5.G.12% is listed with the
—  sideways wablsrmark in both directions. Thare is a very interssting
oxplanation cf the use of paper with the Type II @rescent and Star watermark sidn-
ways fer this stamp. THIS OCCURS ORLY ON BOOKLET STAMPS. De 1la Rue's werc thoe .
first stamp printers in the world 1o experiment with stamp booklets and they »mr. ir
fact rosponsible for the first issues in this form in philately, viz. the bookl:!
igsucs of India % anna 1902, Egypt 3 & 5 mills 1903 and Grsat Britain 1 penny 12 -,
I+ is assumed goenerally that all these booklet stemps were printed from speo@a]]y
ptoparcd dies and that the clectros were arranged in such manner that the third
and fourth horizontal rows of the panc of 60 ( 6 horizontal rows of %) would
aliays form tota-bBche pairs. This secems to me NOT TC HAVE BEEN THE CASE with 4!

100% iigyptian booklct stamps as I have never yst scen a single BOCKLET stamp of
the 3 or 5 mills ( S«Ge109 & 111) with invertsd watermark. I have in my ocollact-—
ion one stamp,3.G. 97, with inverted watermark but this is definitely not a
booklizt stamp. Also I have a number of booklet stamps, S.G. 109 & 111, with
porforations cut straight, at top on some¢ stamps, at bottom on otherse. This
would :stablish the fact that booklsts of this issue were stapled or sewn either
at the top or bottom margins of the panc of 60. This fact, together with the
conscisntious supervision of D¢ la Rue's in printing the shests corrceotly with
thz watormark in normal position, accounts for the totalabsenoce of booklet stamps
with inverted watermark of this issuce However, when De la Rue proeeeded in 1971¢
to print stamp booklets of the 5 mills, S.G. 12%, they wsre at that time usiing
paper accomodating two panes of 100 stamps ( 10 X 10) for the ordinary sheets.

That size of paper for panes of 100 would have causad considerable e.nfuaion and
difficultics of accounting, if usad only partly for booklets, as remaining stamp-
without usable margins for stapling ( vig. 40 stamps per pane) would have had to
be used up in the ordinary way. Therafors they must have decided to use the
romainders of papar of the 1902 issue for sheets of 240 stamps ( 4 X R0 ) for
Tho printing and making-up of booklats, as the panss of 80 are best suited for
this purposce.

Ylhether special dics were used for these booklets is not yet known to me,

but without doubt thz booklet sheets ware not arranged, half the stamps looking

to the la:ft and the othar half to the right, to form the usual middle row of
t3te-bGche pairs. I have a number of booklet panes and stamps with perforations
cut straight ecither at right or left. This proves that these booklets were staplod
or s2wn either at the 1:ft or right margin, and that the electros were arranged
all looking in the same direction. If booklzt panes or stamps would exist with
parforations cut straight on ONE SIDE ONLY, this would point to the normal or
usual make-up of bookl:t sheets in tha tete-beche manner, as explained abova.

How, as the 1902 paper was intended for horizontal oblong stamps with thoe
Type II Crescent and Star watermark upright, the same paper being used for vortic:.
oblong stamps of the sams sizz, would show the watermark sideways in relation to
those latter stomps.

The position of the sideways watermark towards the right or left must b
puraly accidontal, because from the printers! point of view it was irrelevant
“hothsr the paper was foed into the printing press with the watermark facing riq-t
or 1oft. Only whon an upright watermark corresponds to an upright stanp design,
#oild the: feading into the printing press of tho watermarkad paper bz subject to

3ful chocking.  The sam» applies to the Crescent and Star multiple watermarl
0Ff th: Harrison printings. In this case th: normal or upright position of tho
owwermark is such that the crescent appears closed on the left and the star is on
thir open right hand side of the crescent. Therefors in these issues the watermnr .
must appear in this position %o correspond to the upright vertical design of the
stumps.  Both the stamps of the Gsographical Congress and the essay in issuad
dsign of the 5 Mills First Fouad Portrait stamp have bsen issued with this

> ©
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watermark upwards — in an abnormal position,

An interesting sidelight regarding stamp hooklets was their initial
unpopularity because the postal authorities of India, Egypt and Great Britain
charged in the beginning a small sum to the public for the cost of preparing the
pooklets and for the additional materials used for this purpose, like covers,
interleaving, thread or staples, eto., Later, when this extra charge was dropped,
stamp booklets beoame 86 popular that neariy all countries issue these at present.

I have ehecked over the yeara at least 50,000 copies of the intervening
issues 1884-1906. and partioularly at least 5000 copies of S.G. 88/90 and all had
the usual large WM Type II which is approximately 14 mm. wide. Just recently I
checked another lot and had the very pleasant surprise of finding two copies of
the 1 P.T. 1884 with the narrow WM Type 1 which is only approx. 13 mm. wide. This
find must hecessarily amend Mr. Revell's check list because up %o date he does
not list any stamp of the 1884-1902 issucs with the narrew WM Type 1. Both copics
are used, as follows :=-

1. Postmark: ALEXANDRIE RECOMMANDEE 30 AV 85 T VI
2. Postmark: CAIRE DEPART .. JU 85 IX

This would point to the faot that at least twq*éheets or 480 stamps of S.G.
88/90 with WM Type 1 woere issuede This variety must definitely be classed as an
ERROR. Both postmarks are ocomparatively carly ones: this issue ocam out late in
December 1884. i i

Further to the remark of Mrs Revell ( Page 71) that "from the oheck list it
will be seen that the two types ocour on the issue between 1879 and Februsry 1884
«eo" I would like to suggest the folkowing. The scoond” type or WIDE CRESCENT AND
STAR WATERMARK does NOT OCCUR SIMULTANEOUSLY with the first type WM on the above
issues. The 1ssue of 1884 mooording tO the oatalogues consisted oF the 10, 20
paras, 1 & 5 PsTe values only and 1t can be taken for granted that the 5 para
and 2 PeTs values wore also issued in 1884, but now = 5 years after their first
appearance in 1879 - printad on the newly adopted peper with the scoond type or
wide orescent & star WM. As a matter of faot there is nothing to suggest that
~either of these values lost their postal justification or usefulness, as the
former was replaced in 1888 by the 1 mill SeG. 93/94 sti11 in the brown wvolour
and the latter was re-issued in a slightly changed colour in 1892 %o avoid
mistakes due to the issuing of the new % mills SeGe 104+ Of the same year. This
calls in my opinion for new catalogue listings for the 1879 - Febr. 1884
end the later 1884 ( 15 Deocmber ) Pyramid and Sphinx issues. The 1879 issuc to
stay as at present but marked with a distinot narrow type 1 W and the latter of
December 1884 to be catalogued as follows :—

1884 ( 15 Decsmber) Type 2 or wide orescent and star W ( 14 mm wide)

5 Paras brown ( I think only the dark shade )
10 ~ green -
20 rose-carmine & bright rose
1 Piastre blue, ultramarine ( pale and daep)
ERROR of Wi{. with narroe Type 1 W,
2 - orange yellow
5 - pale grey and slate.

This new listing would put th@ese issues into their proper places and dispose
of the illogical proceedure of 2 valucs being listed ( or known to exist, as they
8re not yet listed by our standard or spcoialist catalogues ) 5 years before they
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wgere actually issued in that form. The early postmarks point to the probability
of the earlier paper having been used by mistakes

REPORTS ON SOMALI LAND AND THE HARAR PROVINCE. By Major F.M.Hunter,

1st Assistant political Resident, Aden and Lieutenant J.DeFullerton,

Royal Engineerse.

Simla; Government Branch Press. 1885,

( Extract made by We Byem in Addis Ababe where he found
a oopy of this Report in the British Embassy Archives.)

Page 10, Para 2. Harrar. After the death of the Ameer Ahmed Sultan of Harrar,
=T the time of Burton's visit ( 1853 ), Khalife Citra suocceeded to the
Ameership. He was, however, almost immediately deposed by Mahomed, whose
oppressive acts caused the people to petition the Egyptian Government to annex
the country. This was done in 1874, Raouf Pasha being appointed the first
Governor of Harrar. .

The first act of the new Governor was to stirangle the Sultan; and, although
the son of the latter appealed to the Government at Cairo, nothing was done.

In 1878 General Gordon, ReEe ( who at that time was Governor-General of the
Sudan and Harrar Provinces) visited Harrar, and finding that Raouf Pashe had been
guilty of oppression and illegal trading, dismissed him. Towards the end of 1878,
the Harrar Province was taken out of the hands of the Governor-General of the
Soudan, and a secparate Government formed in 1879, The result of this was that in
the summer of 1880 the tribes revolted, and more troops ( 2 batallions of infantry)
had to be sent to the assistanoce of the Governor, The rebellion was put down,
and since then the province has been quiet. The present Governor is His Excellency
Ali Pasha. - . 6 g ' c :

Page 11, para %. The Governor is assisted by a Deputy Governor, who is President
of the Council, and the usual staff of civil offiocials, among whom may be R
~mentioned the official holding the position of Postmaster-General and Chief of the
Office for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. = .~

Page 11« para b« It is very diffioult to estimate the population of Harrar.
The different officlals who were questioned on the subjeot giving widely different
answerge. Probably 20,000 souls, including the troops, is a fair estimate.

Page 99, General Remarks, There is probably nothing new or strange in the
observations which follow regarding East Afriocan trade. The first great, and to
some extent insuperable, obstaocle is the want of speedy, safe and cheap communicat-
ion with the coaste. It is foolish to tak of a railway being construeted to Harrar
unless the province be annexed by some oivilised power other than Turkey or Egypt.
From & casual survey the engineering difriculties of constructing & line between
Zaila and Gildessa would not be very great. A company of Seppers would, in a
month, so improve the rough mountain track between Gildesse and Egu as to render
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it easy of traverse by camels or other beasts of burden.

Note by W. Byam. This does not suﬁgest that Great Britain held Harrar
at date of this Report, 1885. See Report on Study I
by Charles Fox. ;

At present the hire of a camel between Harrar and Zaila, insluding food for
the driver and commission for the Abban or contractor, seldom amounts t0 less than
ten dollars. It is obvious that none but the more valuable descriptions of
mervhandise, such as coffee, wars (sic), hides, or ivory oan stand so heavy an
inorease to their Harrar value. Again, the duties and fees ocharged by the
Egyptian Offieers are heavy enough when in accordance with the authorised teriffs,
but render commeroce almost impossible as exacted by the local officials.

It has been caloulated the exgenses on coffee of the value of 100 rupees
at Harrar will smount to 30 rupees before it oan be embarked at Zaila, after
which there are the ocharges for shipping, the freight 4o Aden, the cost and fees
on landing 40 be paid before it reaches the Aden market, then comes the broker

and his profits, and finally the merohant on a large soale commences operations.
0f course it is the prioce at whioh the latter ocan obtain the coffoe, whioh enables
him to judge of the desorability of dealing in that artiocle of mercghandise,

The risks of transporting treasure from Zaila to Harrar are very great, and
there being no small coin, the use of money is neocessarily very limited. Exocept
in Harrar itself, a Maria Theresa dollar is the least valuable; or, more oorrectly
speaking, the only moedium. %here is no reason why the rupee and its fractional
monetary divisions should not be universally accepted as the coinaie of North-
East Africa. Aden, in the interior of North.Bast Africa, is looked upen as the
cmporium of the world, and our coinage is known not %o be debased and %0 have an
intrinsioc valuoc. : '

Thore arc not many firms of any considerable importance or wealth engaged in
trade with Harrar, nor is the business done very profiteble. One is aimost
surprised at the vitallty whioh oxlsts in ocommerce, and it is probably due to the
fact that no actual labour is required for merocabtile pursuits. lLosses are more
common then gains. Bvery man that has a fow dollars sets about tradings generally
he loses all he has, and returns to lsbour at Aden. Some of ocourse sucoeed and
become, by their additions 4o their flooks and herds of ocsmels, oattle, sheep and
goats, influential tribesmen. Every man in North.East Afrioa is a trader b
nature, and the more ocivilised Arab or Indian finds it very diffioylt to make any
profit in compotition with him. The truth is the Somali merchant does not ocare
much whether he gaing or loses. If the former, he looks on it as good luck; if
the latter, ho can always begin again, and is no worse off then when he started.
The vicissitudes of fortune are borne stoloally, and the ocompetition of foreign
traders and superior oapital is jealously watohed, and thwarted when possible.

It is obvious that, in a country swarming with robbers, the Somali with his one
camel load made up of ghee, ocoffec, hides and feathers is.in a better pesition

than the owner of fifty or a hundred, because he has less to lose: and, when it
has gone, he can commence again, whioch the Western, or even Indian trader, does
not so easily find himself eble t0 do.
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DISPLAY OF EGYPT BY MEMBERS OF THE CIRCLE,

. A Display of Egypt is to be given to The Rogal Philatelio Society, London
41, Dewonshire Place, London, We le at 2~30 pem. on Thursday March 17th, 1955.
and a resum8 of the ocontents of the frames is included with this number..

MARC POURPE FLIGHTS,.

In the last issue of the Quarterly Circular ( September 1954 ) it was
announced that an article on the Marc Pourpe Flights by Mre Je He Es Gilbert
would asppear in the present number. Recently, however, Mr Gilbert has written
to say that % more information keeps coming in meking it still more interesting
and, in these circumstances, the publication of this artiecle is postponed. It is,
however, hoped that Mr. 3ilbért wil) have all his additional data ready in time
for the article to appear in the next number of the "Q.C.".

RESIGNATION.

No. 79. Miss De Mo Archery; OColonsay, Joiners Lane, Chalfont St. Peter,
. Bucks.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS,

63+ Brigadier W. M. Hayes, C.BsE., Filwood, Parkway, Qamberley, Surrey.
67 Pe We Simonson, 12, Hoddle Stbeet, Abbotsford N. 8. Vioctoria, Australia




