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.JHE CIRCLE'S TWENTY~FTRST BIRTHDAY.

The TWENTY~THIRD OF JANUARY, 1956 will mark the " COMING OF AGE " of the
Cirole and it may be appropriate to this oococasion if we reoall that on this day in
1935 the Circle was inaugurated under the ohairmanship of Dre We Byam, OeBeEe with
a membership of elevens Since then, under his able guidanoce, 3§t has grown and
prospered having enrolled, during the years, no fewer than 89 members of whom 47
are aoctually on our Roll today.

Somo of our original stalwarts are, unfortunately, no longer with us but
we remember with pride the fruitful labours of Hubert Lowe, Glyn Grylls, EeFeHurt,
GeL.Hearn, R.J.O.Thompsop,'Wbrthington-Wilmer. JeJeBramble, Douglas MeNeills,
Pe.LePomberton, Georges Zehork, G.A«Hoffman, J.CeBesly, and J«K«Sidebottom who all
did so much to further our knowledge. It is also a gource of satisfaction to
record that seven of our members, past and present, = Byam, Chaftar, Holmes,
Mackenzice~Low, PeLePomberton, Sidebottom and Gordon Ward ~ have all received the
high honour of being eleoted to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelistse.

A reviow of some of the work undertaken by the Cirole during the first
ten ycars of its oxlstenoe appeared in tho Quarterly Ciroular for Mareh 1945 and
since thon oonsidorable additions to our knowledge of the Stamps and Postal
History of Egypt havo been made as a result of tho aotivitios of our members.
Among tho more important phases of ‘this work may be mentioned s~ The Posts of
the Forelgn Powors in Egypt =~ Great Britain, (Rawson) ; Grecoo, ( Byam ) ; Austris,
( Mumford 2 s _The Postal markings of Egypt, ( Blomfield ) 3 Tho British Military
Oarmpaigns in Egypt, ( Danson ) ; Tho Postal History of the Sudan, ( Danson ) s
The Third Issue of Egypt, ( Byam and tho late JeCeBosly ) 3 The Watermarks on the
Do La Ruse issuos of Egypt, ( Revell Postal markings, ( Minott ) ; Air mail
gservices, ( Gilbert ) ; Fouad portralt issue of Egypt and other modern issuos,

( Gordon Ward ) ; and the Expross servioes, ( Phillips ) .

This work has enabled tho Oirole to glve two notabloe Displays (1) On
November 20th 1947 bofore tho Postal History Sooiety and (2) on March 17th 1955
at the Royal Philatelio Sooiety, Londons ( for ncoounts of these, seo the
Quarterly Oirocular, Vol. III, Noes 5, ppe 58-88 and Vol. IV, Noe 9. PPe 111~11%.)

With so much to its credit during the past we think the Oirole may look
forward with confidonoe to tho future and oan oniy hope that our Ghairman may be
spared to us for many ysears to ocome.

FoSalMa
POSTMARK ~ " PORT SATD / QUARTIER ARABE " R
We 1llustrate a postmark found on the 1 piastre ;ﬁﬁkﬂiﬂAE:&\\
of Egypt 1888 and Dre. Gordon Ward would like to j =
hear from anyone who oan ocompleto this marking L. B 1 26T

|
and help with information as to its usages \ !
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STUDY 1II.

THE GREEK POST IN EGYPT.

by W. BYAM.

In an attempt to give shape to this difficult section of Study II,I have
compiled what I regard as a Diary of the Greek Post in Egypt and submit it for
discussion, ocorrection and amplification by members of the Circle. In this work,
which has been carried on spasmodioally during the past six or seven years, I have
received considerable help from three friends in partioular and I wish to express
my gratitude to them and publioly aocknowledge my indebtedness. ~ Ne S. Alfieris
was the first to wome to my assistance, with much useful information asbout postal
markings, postal rates and methods of transport. Ahmed Mazloum was generosity
itself and put at my disposal the whole of the valusble Greek material contained
in his vast collection, many items being sent to ma for inspoeotion and study.

Ae Be Economides supplied me with historioal data. Furthor assistance in the
claborstion of this Study will be gratefully rcceived and aoknowledged.

It will be seen that I have made no attompt to 1ist the adhesives issued
at Alexandria and have omitted a study of the ocolleotion of postage duce
Information about postal rates is confused and collaboration with the postal
services of other natlons 1s almost a olosed books The oonstantly expanding
boundarics gf Greece during the past hundred years has added 4o the diffioculties
of this Studye.

DIARY OF THE GREEK POST IX EGYPT.,

1830 February 3rd. Greck Undependance recognised. ( Groek affalrs wore in the
hands of Russia until Gréece opened hor own Consulate at
Alexandria.) ' .
1833, Consujar Offioc opened at Aloxandria on some date between
Ootober 1st and November 15th. - |
~  August 18. Miched Tossitzao informod of his nomination as Consul General
of Grecoo in Egypt in a lottor writton by Se Tricoupis, Minister
of Foreign Affairs. ( Julian and Gregorian Oalendars showed
a ®ifforenco of 12 days during tho XIXth. contury ~ Grosoo did
not adopt the Grgorian Calondar £111 Fobruary 16th 1023, which
day thon beoame Maroh 1st. '
~ Novembor 21st. Appointment of Tossitza oonfirmed by Boghos Youssef Pasha on
‘behalf of the Egyptian Government.
1834, Post Offioce 6penod in the Gonsulér Offioce
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1834, March 31st.

1835,
1839« August Tth.

1843.

1848

1854.
1857

18586

— Qotober 24th.

~ October 24th-

1861 Ootober 1ste
11862,  August 10th.

Earliest recorded Entire from Alexandria with Greek (Consular)
Franke (Type I-1) (Demitriou)
Barliest Ciroular Frank (Type I-2) ( Argyr0poulos)
Earliest reoorded Entire oarried by the French Post from
Egypt to Greece. (Byam).
Austrian Lloyd Steamship depany“éarried moat.of the mail
between Egypt and the Greek mainland and the Islandse
Postal rate between Egypt and Greece for 7.5 grammes -
By Austrian Lloyd, 60 Lepta. (12 Kreuzer) |
By French Line, 20 Leptae
By Italian Line, 40 Lepta.
Pogt Office in the Consular Office olosed: the result of the
Orimean War, whioh began on March 27th 1854.
PeOa re=-opened in Consular Offioce Buildinge The Treaty which
ended the Crimean War was signed at Paris in Mareh 1856.
Greek PuOs opened at Alexandria in a building other than the
Consulate: Probably at Rue de la Poste No. 21 where it was
known to be in 1867 when the Director was Ge Olvitanidis.
Earliest rocorded oxamplo of the Doublo-Uircle postal marking;
Aloxend#la mis-spelt and TOURKIA below, (Type II-1), (Mazloum).
Ro introduced 1878; earlicst rooorded example Mareh 5th;
Latest, November gnd. (Byam)s ~ No example seen by the Egypt
Study Oirole botween 1869, July 6th and 1878, March 6the Used
as obliterator on adhesives for first time on the lattor datce
Earliost recorded example of the IT.El. /\. postal marking,
(Typo IV-1), (Mazloum)e Latest recorded example 1871s October
1l4th. (Byam). Probably discarded at the samo time as Type ITI-1.
Greck adhesives oame into use at Alexandria. ‘
Earlicst rocorded examplo of Numeral obliterator, Rhombus of
dots bearing " 97 " in oentre, Type III~1'. (Danson)s
Latest rooorded oxsmplo, 1871, Ootober 14th. (Byam)e In use
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1866« Ootober 23rd.

1868
~ August 1st.

1869, November 22nd.

187 2.

May 22nd.,

1873« May 2nd.

1875. March.
-~  July lste.

1880, Octobor 7Tth.

when adhesives were first issued in 1861. It was ordered %o
be discarded in 1872, but in the Mazloum colleotion there is

a stamp of the 1876/80 issue whioh bears this marking.

Postal Rate for Austrian Lloyd, by Royal Decree, 40 Lepta for
lotters up to 15 grammes.‘

Prepayment of postage compulsory from the end of this year.
Earliest recorded example of 40 Lepta rate: Egypt to Greecce.
(Mazloum)e.

Earliest example of the Double~Cirocle postal marking;
Aloxandfia correotly spolt end TOURKIA belows (Typo II-2).
(Byam)e Latest reoordéd example, 1876, Ootobor 25th.

{Koubbeh Palaoo).5:!rNo covors soon dated 1877. Was Type II-1
brought into use ﬁ.;eodnd time booauso Type II ~2 was not
availablo ? It iéngtated Typo II-1 and II-2 wore in use
conourrcently but thié has not been confirmed).

Postal rate botwoen Egypt and Greoco by Khodivial Mail,

40 Loeptae it

Earliest rooordedaéiémplo of Doﬁblo-circlo marking; Alexandria
corrootly spelt.-TOQrkia roplaced by " 97 ", (Type II~3).
(Byam)s Latoest rocorded oxampio, 1881, Dooomber 19th.
(Demitriou). Oortainly in use until P.O. closdds

Earliost example &Ff Z:S EVTT. postal marking,

(Type IV-2)es (JeBoulad) « Latest roocorded oxamplc, 1873,
August 23rd. (Byanm)e

Postago Duo adhaesives first issued. 7

From the date the UePeU. oommenoed to funotion until tho P.O.
at Alcxandéia was dlosnd. tho postalyrute for ordinary 1ztters
was 30 Loptae Groooé gignod the U.P;U. Convention, as an
original momber, in 1874, :

Earlicst recorded oxample of 3agistered marking, OHARGé;
(Type IV~4)e (Byam); Latest rooorded examplc, 1881, August 8th.
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(GoAoDimitriou) (Types IV-3 and IV-5 not seen by the EeSCo
in England.
1881 Deocember 31lste Greek P.O. closed in company with other Greek P.O.s in Turkey.

GREEK _POST OFIOE IN ALEXANDRIA.

FOSTAY, MARKINGS.

TYPE I. SEAL FRANKS.

Type I.1. Double oval: 44 Z 37 mm. and 32 X 26 mm.

Te2s Circular in outliinoc. %% mm. in diameter, with Greek coat
of arms in contro.

( Fhese two Franks were illustrated in Hurt's Illustrated
Philatelio Record, No. 1., the insoription they bear appears
to be %Greck Consular Office in Egypt ")

TYPE II. DATED CIRCULAR MARKINGS.

Type II~l. Double ocircles Alexandria mis-spelt. Tourkia below.
IT~2. Double circle. Alexandria corrsotly spelt. Tourkia below.
II~3, Double oirole. Tourkia replaced by ¢7.
TYPE III. NUMERAL OBLITERATORS.

Type III-le Rhombus of dots bearing the numerals 97 in centre.
TYPE IV. POSTAL INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION.

Type IV-1.  IL.E..A. = PAID T0 PORT ( of country of destination).
-2, A.E.TI. =PaID,

IV-3. Registered merking. = [SYSTIMENONI

IV-4. CH.RGE = Registorsd marking.

TTTAHP |
ANETTAPKHL
(" = PLIROMI ANEPARKIS )

IV-5. Insuffiocientliy paid

(Payment Insufficicnt)e

POSTAL RATES.
In 1848, 7.5 grammes by Austrian Lloyd 60 Lepta ( or 12 Kreuzef).
by Fronch Line 30 Loptae '
by Italian Line 40 Lepta.
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1866, October 23rd.

A Royal Decree established the following rates by the Austrian
Lloyd; Greeoce to Alexandria;

Letters uf 16 grammes 40 Lepta,
Samples up to 15 grammes 15 Leptas

Printed matter up to
30 grammes 5 Leptas

From 1872 by Khedivial Mail 40 Lepta for 15 grammes.

1875, July 1sts From establishment of U.P.U. 30 Lepta for ordinary letters and

680 Lepta for reglstered letters. MNewspaper rate, 2 Lepta for

each journal = till P.O, at Alexandria olosed.

E«S.CeRecord suggests

¢ Alexandria to Groeoce 80 Lepta for ordinary letters till
April 1868,
Fourteen letters bearing stamps before this date are
recorded, nine franked 80 Lepta, whether dtamps were
applied at point of doparture or at destination, and five
wore frankod with more than 80 Lopta. ( 1De 10 Ls to
1 Des 90 Le): mnone of those lotters shows evidenoe of
rogistration,
Earllest rocorded 40 Lepta rato lst August 1868.
Earliest roocorded 30 Lepta rate 24th July 1875 but this
rato nearly certainly came into foroe on 1lst July 1875
Combined franking soon confirms 20 Lopte as internal rate
for single lottors from June 1R71. |
Roglstored lettor of 7 Octobor 1880 suggests franking 30 L.
plus 30 Lopta for registration and 20 Lopta for internal
Greck postago.
Mumford's lotter dated 6th Nov. 1869 oarried by Austrian
Lloyd from Port Said'to‘Syros boars 20 Lepta adhesive for
intornal postage and 60 Lopta pald fqr Austrian charges,
Egypt to Syross
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SOME MARKINGS ON SOIDIER'S LETTERS FROM THE EGYPTIAN ARMY
I THE ARAB~ISRAELI WAR OF 1948 - 49,

by Professor Peter Ae So Smithe

/GL#%rkJPJ\\

1AgA 3 =A

@ 7

Fig- L Fig. 2e

Fiold Post dato-stamp and Oensor's stomp of tho Egyptian Army in the
' Arab - Isrneil War of 1948 = 49.

In the six years sinco the military oampalgns of the Arab-Israsll war
there have appeared no publiocntions known 40 me desoribing the markings appearing
 on soldiers! mail from tho Egyptian Armys I do not have the matorinl or knowledge

16 troat the subjoot adoguately, but in the complete absence of other information,
these notes may be of somoe uses They are a desoription with oomments of five
sovers in my eollooction, obtained from a correspondent in Egypt shortly after the
end of hostilities.

A1l of the covers whioh I have are addressed in Arabioc only to rural
localitics in the neighbourhood of Matag, and all are opparently written by
onlistod men. They arc stampless, and boar no pogtage due markings, whioh lmplies
that o freo moiling privilege. oxistods The romaining fenture in common is a large
handstamp, elther on front or baok, in the form of a roctangle 50 X 35 mme with
chamfored ocorners ( Fige le 2 « It 13 insoribod in Arabio in tho top line
" wahidat barid almaidon * field post unit )s in tho middle lino the date ‘
( day-month name-yoar ) writton in Arablo an oxrrassed in the Gregorian oalendar,
and in the bobttom 1ine a large numbor and " ragn " ( number ), both Aroblo. The
numbors soen aro 2 or § ¢ tho handstomp is s4ruok in purple, black or blue=grecn.

On onc of ths oovers this is the only markinge.

Oon three of the oovors thorc is an additional handstamp oonsistin% of two
concentrioc trisngles, 29 and 8 rme on a side, respootively, inaoribed in between in
Arobio " uradha 'ala ~ arragib ~ mukhabarat alharbiya b ( shown to = the oonsor -
military ocorrespondance ), with a two or threo figuro nurbor in Arabic in the
contro. This marking is struok in purplo or dull bluo, in an ink difforing from
that used for tho first marking. ( se6 Fige 2. ) On throe of the eovers,
Figuros 1 and 2 are the only handstamped markings, othor than the baokstamp of the
oivil post offiecc at dostination.

Ono of tho ocovers, bearing Fige 1 but not Fige 2 boars a oonsor label,
which is tiad o the ocover by a handstamp oonsisting or two oonoentrio squarcs,
%0 and 19 rm. on o side, rospectivoly, boaring the Arablo numeral " 1 * 4n the
contro and on 1llegible Arabio insgription botween the squarcss In the most logibl-
portion, it may read " narkau ' ( distriet )o Tho lobel 1tasf is printed in rod
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on plain white paper, and carries in a single line the insoription " fataha
bima'rafa markaz arrugsba " ( opened by means of the district comsor ), in a
rectangular freme 65 X 20 mme; there is a further inscription in very small type
outside the frame at top reading " namooj ragm " ( form number ) 8 " mh . At
bottom_ls ano@her inscription having both letters and numerals, including " 1948 "

all in Arabioc ") and " matbua @lee- " (<w--w printing ", unfortunately too small
to be completely legible. '

‘ A1l of the letters bear in manuseript a signature in handwriting different
from the address, together with the word " ruja'a " ( read ), epparently en
officer's endorseoment. TIwo of tha covers bhear in the upper right eorner in the samo
hendweiting as the address " albarid alharbi "™ ( army post e

Unfortunately, most of tho dates are largely 1llegible, and 1t is
impossible to toll the time taken for the journey to the addressee. July 8, 1948
is the earliest legible date, and " 15 JU., 9 " ( backstamp ) is the latedt. More
naterial would ohviously be very helpful, but it appears to be extremely diffioult
to obtains It is to be hoped that some of the excellent philatelists in Egypt will
givo.%s a more oomplote history of this military post when the domestio situation
perml Se

BRITISH, BRITISH EMPIRE AND ALLIED FORCES M;LITARY MAIL IN EGYPT
‘ 1932 ~ 65 ( or longor ).

The following Agenda has bewn propared by Brigadior Ce De Rawon who would
weloome any observations upon it whioh members may oare 4o makee he would also 1ike
to roceive any data possessed by membors oonocarning UsSeAs troops in Egypt during
the two wars. We suggest that members possessing information end (or) material
coming under eny of the hoadings in this list should communloate with Brige Rawson.

1. The British Forecuws Oonocession « ( Milltary and ReAsFe )

(a) The Egypt Postafe Propaid numbared Orownad Franks, thoir looations, and
the units to whioh they woero lssued.

(b) The Seals, Postal, Lottor, Christmas and Letter Stamp ( in the order in
whioh thoy weru issued.

(c) The Army Post Stemps. Kings Fuad and Farouks
(4) The C.DeS. and machina oancellations used wlth (b) and (o).

{1) Military Post Offioes
2) Oivil Post Office
ES With Censor Marks :
49 Rooord of ocorreot canocesllations on 3 .months Farouk AePa

(e) Tho Anglo-Egyptian E.600 canocellations

(1) Used IN Egypt
2) Used ox Egypts

Ef; British FePeO's 1939-41 to ond of oonoession,
£) HNaval mails up to end of ooneession.
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2e British Empire Forces in Egypt add dates.
(a) Australie
%1% Australian F.P.O. cancellations on Egypt 8tamps.

2 —~ Australian stamps.
3) Egypt Postage Prapaid oanoellations on Australian stamps.

(b) New Zealand (1) (2) (3) as above.
(o) Indian (1) (2) (%) as above.
(4) south African (1) (2) (3) as sbove

2. Allied Foroces in Egypt.

(a) Ozeoko Slovak
(b) Free French

(o) Greek

(d) Polish

(e) UdS.A.

(£) Yugoslavia

() XWorweglan ( %)

4. lilscellaneous War Time Markings.

(a) Egypt Postage Prepaid oancellations on Egypt stamps

(®) - - - - - MJE.F, stamps settings and
printings.
(o) = = = - ~ on mail flown in from Sudan.

(d) Combination covers.

6 Post War British Markings from oonolusion of Postal conocession.
(a) British Fleet Mail offioces.
(b) Egypt Postage Prepaid markings on British mail adhesives.

(c) British F.P.O's from end of Army Post Stamps to end of Censorshlp°
(d) - - - = - Censorship to final evacuation of Egypt.
(e) Post War Oanal mail.

6« Enomy markings. - (a) Italian. (b) German.

7. Censor Marks classify and locate.

8¢ Egyptian War in Palestine.

9« Alirgraphs.



