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3 Everyene of‘you will have, by now, received my pereonal appeal for:
co-operation in produclng, in chapter form, -the 'Book' I am very hapgy
to report that over flfty per-cent have replled to date.: If’you have |
not replled by the time you read this, I would once again ask you t9
answer - even a negative return ig: better than silence. The answers so
far are extremely interesting, and my apologies for 1eavxng'out the: = .
Interpoetal Jeals ‘and the Censor Marks. Two other suggestions made were
2) The Gaza Strip and b) Mail from the Suez Inprisoned Ships. Are there
any other fields belng studled? Let me know so thet we can flt qhem 1n..

. Bert Conway hae taken awey my L'Orlent Phllatellque numbers and ¥
.w111 Very soon. produce a subject index; this with the Quarterly Circular
index produced by Charles Minett will ‘be among the most neceesaxy
elnltlal requlrements of rese&rohers. ~

To further thls progect end to publleh a hlgh claee product ‘we
wall now need skills other than philatelic. We need advice on finence,
production and publishing. A sub-committee, headed by Ron Patter, is
being set up and &f you have the quallflcatlon, or even 1f’you have the
right connectlons, please write to Ron as he w111 need all the help
posslble in thls moet dlfflcult taek | - ~ -

9, I regret very'much to announce that Pre31dent's Day, scheduled
for the 5th October, hasg had to be cancelledo. Col. Danson is apparently
very ill, and his solicitor, replying to my letter.to Col. Danson, states
that in the circumstances he cannot allow the meterlal needed for. the o
~otcasion to be taken away. The 5th October will oW . revert to its. =
original position in our programme and on the day we will discuss 'The
. Book! . Your advice and opinion are earnestly’eought 80 do pleaee tny
-and attend.- - - - -

| I had a.most enaoyable day in Basle at Internaba on. the 11th Julyg
at which exhibition our members Emile Antomm9 Jean Brulad D' Humieres,
and Abdullah Mishrick, among others, were present. There were only four
collections of Egypt. shown, but each of them won an award. -The Lerge .
Gold went to Antonini for his near perfect dlSplay, he has added some
~notable pieces to his collection since Philympia, and the collection wae

a real joy to behold. FRudi Jeidel won the small Gold, his display nf -
- pre-stamp material was wonderful 1nc1ud1ngﬁﬁep01eonlc, Overland and

-ﬂwabhonns in profuelon.. Abdullah Mishrick, displaying for the flrst tzme,
put up a really remcrkable and unigue showing of Essays and Proofs up t»
1906. He was only'glven four frames whereas he had enough meterlal far |
at least eight, or twelve... This, coupled with the fact that such =
material had'not been dlSplayed before, may have made the judges: he31tant;
‘and’ he was awarded the Vermeil. However,. official recognition was. given
‘bg 1eans of a spe01al mentlon and a Golad Medal from the'Unlen nf South
" Contlnued on -
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EREPORT of the 1513t Meetln‘ﬁoffthe Lgxpt Study Clrcle, held at 63
'The George' 2 George Court Strand London We2, on the
'ex6th Aprll_loqj

K Magor B.%. Gu Mwoﬁrthur MiC., C; de G., pre31ded and the
’;follow1ng members were- preeent'~';; |

G s WQ‘M1nett De Turton, Pi Andrewe,; G;P;-Green,-P.E. whetter o
K.Cyv Brown;" P. W00dland | B. Conway, D. Clarke, (. Defrlez,,.
- D+ Grover and and S, Raouf  Apologies. for absence were recelved-
?from R.A.G.. Potter and J.S. Horesh... N -

. The Chalrman welcomed new. memberstr Defrlez (st. Annee one.
Sea), Mr. Grover (Loughborough), and Mr, Raouf (bgypt)

. } The Chaarman gave & 01031ng report on the subject. of the |
.prev1ous ‘meeting - The Third Issue -~ .and. stated that photographs;
of~the stereos of the 20 paras typograph plated sheet were

.avaalable from the Keeper of the ﬁecord° ‘ .

o A photograph of exhlblts By ‘€. 2h. J Hooghuls (EbC Nﬁ¢.126),
._whloh were awarded 2nd plaoe at Baroelona and 3rd in the Netherlands
.1n 1975, was passed round . . - ,

| The Chaarman led a dlecu381on concernlng flnanoes and ever
o,rlelng produotlon oosts of the Quarterly Circular, as a result of
~ which it was agreed that the eubecrlptlon would be £3 per annum
,;from Januany 1975. Mr. Whetter. adviged that owing to. increased

- costs of ‘L' Orient Philatelique’ eubsorlptlons to .the Socletle
?fPhllaxellque d'Egypte had been’ 1ncreased to»£1.. )

Prop081tlons from the Chalr regardan'an annual 'Pr631dents
.qu', and the publication of a list of members together with their
‘1ntereste, were referred to in the last number of the Quaxtarly

- Circular (No. 89,.Maroh 1974, page 48)

- - The main subject of the meetlng was the 1922 Crown Overprnnte
whlch was conducted by Peter Andrews. Much fine material (1oaned |
by Col. Danson) was inspected and a lucid account of the four types
with their numerous sub-divisions was given by Peter. He provided
members with a typed precis. of the subgect for whloh.muoh appreolap'
tlon was expreseed. | ~ L _ y

: 'I'he Chairman read a letter from Dondld Gilbert, the son of the
late John Gilbert, and members learned that John had donaied.hls
- reference books and New Issues colleetlon to the Circle. Much -
- appreciation was expressed. The Chairmah proposed that the bound
Volumes of L'Qrient. Philatelique and the Quarterly Circular be

'7'de31gnated the 'Chairman's Set' and they would be added to.  Mr.

| Clarke volunteered ‘to mount and wrlte up the NEW'ISSHG oollectlon.;
| | Paul Greena, |

Qe VIII



;REPOHT of the152nd MEetlng of the nggj Study: Clrole, ‘held ai 64
The. George', 2: George Court, Strand, London WCQ on ‘the

an_guqe 1214
' Our Chalrmen pr981ded and -the: follow1ng members were preeent

Ja Firebrace, C. M:nett P. Andrews, X, Brown Po Wovdland B. Conwey,
i:-ID. Clerke, C.. Defnez, D Grover, a:nd J. Sears

Apologles for abeence,were_reoelvedofrom:R.fPotter,_G;;Turton and
| F. Benlans.__. - | : S | S

The Seoretery asked ‘members if they ‘had now received the 'Date
,jbheete' (details of postal markings, the study under the leadershlp aff
R. S. Blomfield - ESC No. 15) as 2ll had been 01roulated._ Should mmy'
member requlre these pleese oontact the Secretany, - S

v Mentlon was mede of the catalogue of Poetal Statlonexy of . the
Sudan, by Higgins and Gage, which would be available on. request.
B OX further 1nformat10n pleeee conteot the Keeper of the Hecord

; The Chalrman was pleased to 1ntroduce our neW'member Mr John
.Sears._ | -

The Chalrman requested that any members brlngzng pertinent meterlal
~to a meeting should present it half an hour ‘béfore the commencement
jof dlSCHSSlon on the eubgect so that it oould be 1ncluded

| The queetlon of baok numbers of L'Orlent Phllcteliqae was raised;
~and all requests should be made to the Editor of. the Quarterly Clrcular
who kept a record of back numbers required. These become available
'from time to time and arec dlstrlbuted in rotation. (The same appllee,
of course, to back numbers of the Quarterxy Clrcular - stocks of the
last few years ‘are extenelve)

L The main subgect of the meeting was then 1ntroduoed by John |
Firebrace (ESC No. 71),,who gave a most interesting and informatlve
'dlsplay of 'The British in Egypt 1882 and 1884/85'~ |

Before the meetlng was oloeed the subgect of *The Book" was ralsed;
1t was a matter of concern to all that many articles were- appearlng
‘throughout the World, using the results of researches carried out by

~members on behalf of the Circle and indeed in some cases using Circle
- Records as source- of 1nfome,tlon, without giving credits where due,  The

f7Cho1rman stated, ‘with the agrecment of all present, that he ‘would take
1mmed1ete eteps towards publloatzon of ‘some perts of our studiesu |

The meetxmg'was closed at 7 15 p m..
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NOT&S FROM THE KEEPER OF THb PHILATbLIC RbCORD

| Although the artlcle on pages 71 - 72 was: not 1llustrated, we are
;now able to prOV1de draw1ngs of the three cancellatlons to whlch
.reference was made, together w1th further detalls of 31milar examples.

KARACHI
CANCELLED

8 OCT.34

- a) The St Andrew's Cross (applled in Egypt)

_ Reg1stered air mail cover from Cairo 11 JU 34 (struck thce)
*to Germany. (arro 1? JU 34) with ms 'Via Imperial Airways'.. . The alr
mail etiquette (in English and French) has been cancelled by the
Bt. Andrew's Cross. However, a second etiquette {in Arabic and
lFrench) has been stuck over the second strike of the cds. "Rate
53 mllllemes.. (P¢ Andrew's collectlon - approprletely enough')

'b)‘Karachl < Cancelled.

| Thls is of course purely an Indian mark. One example dated
B OCT 34 occurs cancelling a rs 'Imperlal Air Service' on a cover
from Port Said 5 OC 34 via Cairo to Bombay (arra 11 ocT 34) “Rate
60 mllllemes.. (Minett collectlon) . |

'g_In01dentally, this cachet is found on some. WOrld war II oovers
- from Egypt addressed to India. Milltary covers of January 1941

(40 milliemes concession rate) to Chaklzla and May 1942 (8 snnas
concession rate) to Murrce sre recorded (Firebrace end Minett

collectzons} together with a civilian cover of.March 1942 (47
--mllllemes rate) to Ranlkhet (Hinett collection).

c) Pmrallel Bars (applled in Egypt)

- The Aprll 19351 cover descrlbed by Mr. Hunwicks is & “fwin of
one “in the collection of the lste John Gilbert. Addressed to 3
Australla each was franked at the 27 mllllemes rate.,_ 5

Another example from.Port uaid (7 OC 30) v1a.Calra and addressed
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66
to Bombay (arr.. 14 OC 34) carrled a raﬁe of 30 milliemes (Gllbert
collectlon).-

fd) Red Bars (applled in Egypt) Not 111ustrated

LA cover from Cazro 2% NO. 36 to Johannesburg'w1th the rete of
33 mllllemes has what appear to be parallel red bars approxlmately
55 x 7 mms.,spaced 5 mms. apart cancelling one stamp (30 mllllemes)
but net the alr mail etiquette., (Winett collectzon§

- Clearly'thls subject needs further research together with a.
;detalled consideration of the rather complloated rates.~ ‘

;The 'B A./E ' Klller of the 1882 revolt (See Quarterly Clrculam'YIII
. . g g page 45. December 1973)

| We. are gra’ceful to R. Seymour Blomfleld (E 5.C. No. - 15) for &
photo-copy of a third example of this rare thlrteen-bar cancelle tlon on
& Queen Victoria 1ld. lilac (16 dots) on. small piece." The strike is
‘almost complete and on it there is superlmpoeed the c¢ds of the BRITIbH
POST OFFICJ:,/EGYPT ?/0C 20(‘?)/82

Notea On page 46 of the QC VIII second line, there 13 an error

‘Six impressions (not four) of the seven-bar handstampe were
made on 25th Februany 1885 at: the G.Ps O., London

-mgyptzan Government Labels

Further to the reports publlshed in the QC VIT page 212 and
QC VIII pages -3 and 26, I have found examples of these labels used. on
Local correspondence from the Ministry of Communlcatlons t9 the. 1ate
Capt. Douglas McNeille (BSC No. 31) at the tlme when he was. preparlng
notes on. the overprlnted off101a1 etamps.

Three letters dated l4th Aprll 26th B Y S T ]

'Apr:l.l and 27th May 1939, on official fool- Ttz el (w’.\tt;
scap paper of the Ports and Lights Adminis- i "L:) 'l

",

tration, have been folded each to form an

‘entire with the address showing and fasten- GC)EVGEY:JIlﬂAE‘I“"T
~ed by means of two or more of the labels. Lﬂ-,wmom".--“;h-'
A1l three have received the dispatch mark |

of RAS EL ‘I’IN/T |

LR I R R
2 55
‘-l-.* '-a-on-.wqru'wc--‘_

It will be notloed that the label is. 31m11er to the ‘one 1llustrated'
on page 213 (QC VIII) and bears the same form number but has the Arabic
‘above the English, apparently in accordance with Government policy then
’current (Note° Generally speaking, although there are . exceptlons, the
p081t10n1ng of Arabic placenames in the upper segments of datcstamps
appoars to date from G 1914)

Tt is of 1nterest to speoulate whether Arablc and Frenoh Werc
-1ntroduced on any subsequent 1seue of the labelo |

QC VIII ' 'éaoOo—f



PH& MAIL OF THb SATLORS OB THi, FRINCH SHIPS

—l&------lﬁ------ﬁ-‘-aﬁ-- --'.W--ﬁ*—‘ﬂh--*‘ﬂ—-ﬂ'

—l-—-.-----—-—hd-“- —ﬂ----—o----n-w-&‘-—---*

rm A, Wlnter (1ESC No. 149)

e ST £ e —

At the beginning of the Second World War, the conditions of
the armistice asked by France came into force on 25 June 1940,

At that time a French fleet was anchored in the port of
Alexandria; it was the squadron of the Fastern Mediterranean, |
called more briefly "X Force". This fleet was then detained in the
port by the British until June 1943,

It included the following ships: the battle-ship !'Lorraine!,
the cruisers 'duguesne' (flagship), ' Tourville', 'Suffreh’,
' Duguay-Trouin', the small destroyers 'Basque', 'Forbin', 'Fortune',
the net-layer 'Gladiateur'. ‘This last managed to leave Alexandria
and rejoined Beirut on 25 June 1940. The day after, a submarine,
the 'Protee', joined the other shlps on station at Alexandrla.°

The battleship !'Provence'! was not w1th the fleet which
remained in Hgypt, which is contrary to what Mnsr. Gabriel Boulad
supposed in 'L'Orient Philatelique' of January 1952, pege 324. - As
-a matter »f a fact the 'Provence' was souttled with the French fleet
in Toulon on the 27th.November 1942.

The Naval Postal éﬂ?ﬁE&?S of X Force.

— T ¢ ——

These agencies were installed on board ships which had a crew
of at least 500 men, in accordance w1th the regulations »f all the
French fleet.

The naval postal agency used the name of the shin on board which
it was established. For the X Force only five ships were important
ennough to posséss an agency: They were the battleship 'Lorraine',
and the cruisers 'Duguesne', 'Trurville', 'Dugusy~-Trouin', and

touffren'. The agency was managed by an authorised postman, who had
been trained in a civil post office.

?he‘date stamps used

[hese are Qquite distinctive, of an hexagonal shape W1th a
periphery of broken lines (see illustration).

The distance between two parallel sides is 26 mm.. In the
upper part we find the name of the ship including, in some cases, a
hyphen, and in the lower part a small anchor of varying shspe. The
indication of the hour of collection of . the civil markings is
replaced here by a star. These markings are, &s a ruile, struck in
black. ‘lhe letters coming from ships the crew of which were under

QC VIIT
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| A general conventlon 81gned on 7th July 1940 between the }rench
.'V1ce~adm1ral being in command of X Force and the British admiral.
‘commander~in-chief in the. Medlterranean included the freedom of
Fréench sallors to go ashsre and correspond by letter, w1thout
1pre3udlce of the censorshln rules

1) Mall from.Lgypt to France The transmission of thé mail
| - towards France was efiected along
.'dlfferent routes and w1th varylng degrees 1f success. - -

it the beglnnlng (July - August 1940), the sallqrs entrusted

‘thelr letters to small boats sailing to and fro between Alexancrla |
‘and Beirut where the letters were sent, or gave them directly to the
.Lgyptlan post-office, the letters bearing then only Hgyptian stamps.i
~with civil cancellations and: Egyptian and/or-Brltlsh military . R
-censorshlp merklngs., It was also at that time that the ¥French- steamers
' Providence! (see reproduction of its marklng 1n"L'Or1ent Philatelique'
Nunber 77 page 323) and 'Athos II' left Alexandria, taking the reservist
persnnnel of X fleet home to France those shlps may have carrled some-
mall | o -

but the usual oonveyance was done by road between Alexandria
and Belrut, then by rail through Turkey, . the Lalkans and Austria.
- These letters bear various ngllsh French and German censorshlp
marklngs. “Phe journey was 1ong and the sailors often did not receive
'.an answer. unt11 three months after the desnatch of thelr 1ettezs.'.

- These delays were increased again when mllltsry nnerstlons msde
the usual ways unflt° l'he letters were then sent through the Cape of
Good Hope, Great Britain, Portugal and Spaan° they bear in these cases
f-South.Afrlcan censorship markings. The cycle - 1etter and answer -
-flasted at 1east six months. ~ S

Sometlmes, the armistice commissions authorlzed the dlroct
transport of letters between Beirut and.Marselllcs by sea or air.
In these cases, it seems Lgyptian markings ond censnrshlp bands anLy
-are found on letters. Most letters travelled post- free (there is
-often a manuscrlpt 'F.ML - Franchlse.Mllltslre) :

At the end of 1941 beg:t.nna.ng of 1942, a olear mbrovement
occurred in the transmission of the mail by uslng the British cir-line
- to London, and the mail when passing through Lisbon was placed in “the
_ﬂhands of the British Ambassador, then of the French representetlve
who sent the letters to France by psuch. When they arrived at the
- French fdimiralty in Vichy they received on the verso a handstamp on
- five lines with a number comprising six figures. There are several
- kinds of these. The text is: "Pour parvenir per meme vqls/ﬁotre .
_reponse doit peser/mnins de 5 gr. et reproduire/avent 1' adresse le
nw o de/6 chiffres qui’ l/accompagne" which transldtes "fo be
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transmltted by the same way/yqur answer must welgh/less than 5 £, ?

and 1ndmcate/before the address the number of/6 flgures whlch gies
.w1th ittt o

Pour parventr par mémevole
voire re;;s:aﬁ- 2 doit peser
moina d2 & gr. ol veproduire
avant Tadses &:L puiérs de
© chiffres ’;::? accompagne

o @‘f%

“Q

{8

-f;e

Wm&t’
B “uﬁ&

) Mall addressed to nggﬁ - The letters coming from France
- were addressed as follows, E
"Name of the addressee, name of the Shlp, and the endoprsement "]!“amne
'Beyrouth -‘Marsellle Gare Ftranger" or only thlS last 1ndlcat10n.

| -They travelled post-free, sometlmes authorlsed by a.mdnuscrlpt
”E.N‘" or by a marking "Marine Nationale - (anchor) % 19 ediei @iy

Marseille" or by the usual handstamp "Marine Nationale - (xnohor)
QService a lajMer" |

On arrlval the letters recelved different censorship marklngs.
.and ‘sometimes a special cachet on two llnes "Batiments Francais
' Stationmes/a Alexandrie". The letters sent by air mail from France
could also have a large ‘hendstamp "FRENCH NAVY" struck in purple by
the British post. These two markings are illustrated in "L'Orient
Philatelique"No. 77 page 3%24.

Another cachet has been seen on a letter sent from Turkey on

18th September 1942 to a8 sallor of the 'Lorralne';'“bEIVIC b/des
;belllgerants 1nternes" : - |

Some of these letters unfortunately never reaohed their
destlnatlon and were stopped in Beirut (stamp "Poste aux Armees"
- with or without number 600 and often the civil ods of Belrut u.P )
- then returned to the sender. A red cachet on two llnes was sometlmes
~ put by the German post "ZU«UCK/ﬁetour - L

jTransm1551on of the news through wlreless

| Once a week & communlcatlon was - establlshod by w1reless between
{the crulser 'Duquesne' and the French.NaNy in Toulon and Vlchy

-QC“VIII



’

: The sallors messagés;.necéssarlly very shoxt wére trfﬂ, 3
by nlght '1n the ¢lear'. Upon rec ceipt, they were cmpled onto" Post—

cards and transmltted to thelr destlnatlon. ThlS system"was ‘recipro-
oal |

No pQStCardS:containing'Such;mes$ages;are fécofdéd*tchaﬁe;.

WD i gy NS VRS AR Wi wiw TP dein -.-.l.‘

?fQOOé-

The Chairman's Page

‘Continued from page 62.

"*““m'_“---------*--“--

Africa for a most unusual and outstanding display. Hans Ebert of
austrla gazned a silver award.

Since Intermaba was celebrating the Ccntenuxy of the Universal
‘Postal Union, Postal administrations from all over the World were

-showing, in & non-competitive class, some of the stamps produced by them.
I wos very much impressed by the Egyptian Postal Administration's, |

_effort,.the artistry and selection of material made such a wanderful
:comblnatlon, that they outshone everythlng in their V101n1ty;= No -

wonder more and more people are fmndlnnggypt a vexry saxlsfylng and
1ntere&t1ng country to collect.

---u—.-.-.tu-.—‘--o—

m =000~ =
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cmcmmmmmb OF AIR. MAIL E‘J.‘IQUEI‘TBS 1230-1{' 6_~

= The follow1ng artlole, whloh is reprlnted by klnd perm1331cn
of The British Society of Australian Philately, appearea in '"The
‘Bulletin' of that Soolety 1n.March 1974 (Volume 28, number 12).

gnyggy ﬁ& eglz by S A Hunw1cks

I belleve ‘there are one or two precedents where questioners have
"answered their own Bulletln queries but feel this exanmnle shows the Py
 co~oporat1on which can be forthcomlng-from phllatellsts w1th the maln
 0b3ect of our hobby at: heart - sharlng 1nformat10n° TN e, T

Thls query was posed some tlme ago (The Bulletln 28/5) and "
1concerned a cover {rom Alexandria, Egypt to Sydney, probably intended
40 catch the second experimental flight from London (25 April 1931) to
Melbourne (14 May) - A brief description is:. Posted Alexandria 25 April
and. backstamped Sydnay 1 June; bears "Unclaimed Sydney 1 July", "Sydney
Dead Letter Office 3 July" and "Return to Sender 11 August" marks,.the
last being applied in Egypt. In addition, on the back, there is in
pencilled manuscript: "Intended for second flight to Austrglla but
flown to India only" and some very faint marks in red. These latter
~were not noticed originally but have proved to be in Arabic and trans-
late as: "Return to Alexandria - address on back (C.H.Tsopolidis).
“Redirected and (rubbed out)" Flnally, and 1nterest1ng1y,.the blue
"bgyptlan Air Mail label is 'cancelled' with two black bars. -

| ~ In the event it was not surprising that there was nn direct
-response from BSAP members. Unknown to me, however, the Bulletln e
“editor kindly referred my query to Mr. John Gilbert, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L.,
a member of the Bgypt Study Circle and a well-known authorlty on Egypt.
In turn, Mr. Gilbert discussed the cover with Mr. Charles Minett, Keeper
of the Philatelic Record of that Society, and it was Mr. Minett who K
translated the faint frabic manuscript referred to above. What follows
is Jargely the result of their study and I am very grateful to these
gentlemen for their work and the helpful and pleassnt cqrrespondence I
have had wlth them, both direct and through our edltar..:

They sent me for 1nspect10n two covers with szmllmr marklngs,.
mentioned in 4 (c) below, and the main points revealed are:-

n1°=,The 27 milliemes rate (10 + 17 alr) was coirect for Egy £-UK in
- 1931, but the rate Egypt-lndla (only) was’ 35 mllllemes 10+
25 air). E L Eeg . &

'}2pf There is no use of the Lgyptlan marklng "Postage Insufflclent

"_3q;yThere is no Indlan datestamp or tran31t marklng.

 4Q:'MeSsrs Gllbert and,Mlnett have checked through many covers for

Qc’_vnx |
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‘marks cancelling Air Mail- labels and have found
.“a) hn elongated (st. Andrew's) cross on mall g01ng to Italy.

b) A boxed "KARACHI/CM‘JC]:.LLED/(DJTB,)" 6n mall go:mg to. Ind:.a
1n 1933 and 1936 : R S |

-”c) The two covers sent to me for inspeCtlon have paraliel bars =
- . one cover is to the same addressee as my cover and.the other
| went to Indla in 1930, |

..59 _A1though not proof 1-4 above lead to the conclusion that _the twn—:
- bar cancellation to the ﬁlr Ma11 label on my cover was applled in
-&lexandrla ;

:66.,The 1t1nerary of the second Imperlal Adlrways experlmental fllght was
- London 25 April 1931, Calcutta 5 May and Sydney 14 May. L0 Ey
~ (British Air Mails,; N.C. Baldwin., Aero Field Handbook No. 8,
- 1947, page 50). ﬂlexandrla is not mentloned but I believe that the
- aircraft called there on 28 Aprll My cover could therefore have
caught the fllght | - P g

~7;f The Sydney arrlval date, 1 June 1931, glVlng a trar81t tlme of
.'< '37 days, shows oonclu81vely that 1t dld not go all the way . by alr.

_BQ;;My cover's return trip 3 July to 11 August (39 days) was certalnly
o by sea,, | . | . .

Qe 1 1etter to me from Lloyds, daxed g November 1973, deta;ls the

voyage of the P & O steamer "Mongolia". Lloyds say the details

. "would appear to be fairly typical of the vessels -n the United
Kingdom to Australia route &t that time". The particularly
relevant ports and dates are: Arrived Port Said 28 Aprll, salled'

 Suez 29 April, arrived Sydney 28 May. Thus the fypical trip time
from Port Said to Sydney was 30 days. My cover cnuld even have
gone on."Mongolia" but the lapse of 2-3 days before back~stamp1ng

in Sydney (applled at 8 a.m. on 1 June) would need explanatlon -

.IOW_I have no firm informatlon on the trip time from Karachi to Sydney
| “in 1931 but have been told it was about 31 days - it is unllkely to
-~ be much more than Port Said to Sydney

:jEditor‘s-Note; Please refer to the Notes by the Keeper of the Phllatellc
RPN ‘Record in this number, for 1llustrat10ns of a) b) and c)
refer ed to above."
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.-Ibf&him)Chaffar'(ESC Nogi42)

_Cbnfinuédrfrom”Volume VIII'?\papé-6l

Harrzson and Sons prlnted also the 1925/26 Flrst Portrait Issue
in booklets by this new: proceos.j Collograve (their trade name for
fphotogravure)

| It is known that & 5 mllllemes booklet contaanlng four. panes of
_81x stamps 5 mllllemes each (120 mllllemes), and a- com9081te booklet
-containing two penes of six stamps of the 5 milliemes, -ne pane of the
10 milliemes and one pane of the 15 mllllemes " were issued, The dates
when these: bdoklets ‘were put on - sale 1n Egypt seems not to have been
1recorded | s - -

Mr, A J. Revell wrote to Harrlson and Sons wha replled that they
were unsble to give any information rngardlng the dates of 1ssue,~
:quantltzes prznted or make up of the prlntlng sheets. " -

| We know that the flrst previous booklet dellvered by these )
'prlnters to the. Egyptian General PRost Office, issued 12th June 1921,
was' of the 5 milliemes lake. Information given by letter from E.C.
Bhrmann to Mr. Revell (August 1964) quotes that the Egyptian booklets
printed by Harrisons followed the British style formatlon as the
lcontemporany booklets of Great Brlta1n°.' N «

"The lay out of the sheet from which thesp Brltlsh D oklets pages
were cut was 12 stamps wide with gutter margin ~f half stamp

;.Wldth in the centre to provide selvedges and the Stamps are in
;groups of three tete-beche N % o

.Vertlcally, the sheet measures 20 rows and. from these 12 % 20

- stamps, forty booklet panes would be cut. Tho arrangement has -

-not been altered during the. Egyptlan perlod but there will be
some dlffer nce in the marglnal prlntlng

ﬂll the panes of six seen. by Revell (1ake, plnk, pink crown over-
-print, and Fuad) bear normal watermarks. Although he has in his. -

;collectlon three used single stamps pink, without doubt from booklets
owing to the cllpped perforations - one with: normal watermark and twv
with dinverted watermasrks. He states that this would bear. out that
vthey WCLe prlnted tete-beohe

I have,,as plnk b mlllzemes stamps orlglnatlng from bonklets:
a complete mint pane of six, two used blocks of four, a used horizonta¢
8trip-of three top pane; a used horlzqntal pair bottnm'edge ‘four used.
bottom right edge, and three tqp rlght edge, All are with normal
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watormarks and from panes left blndlng Bes1des I ‘have -thirteen uséd
stampsg ten from top and three from bottom: panes, alsw qnly two szngles
top pane with inverted watermarks. Whlch makes 39 stamps normal
.watermarks agalnst two only 1nverted,n.-

The Firét Portralt Issue booklets (No 7 and 8) are scarce and 4%

i seems: that practically nothlng has been collected in Lgypt - The -
“Koubbeh Palace sale did not speolfy any lot including any of these
"booklets. ' Revell has seén an unused pane of six 5 milliemes and e has
“in hisg collection three. palrs and & strlp of three all used and all ‘with
'ﬁnormal watermarkso,

A In my oollectlon i have, as stamp booklet No.7, a complete mint
.pane. of six, and a complete mint 120 mllllcmes booklet containing four
panes of six stamps. All these stamps ure with normal . watermarks, left
binding. Besides I have 159 used stamps originating fr-m bnoklets.
‘which include a horlzontal pottem pair, All these are w1th normal
watermarks. s s ~ |

ortunately the Dr Byam sale 1ncluded twelve booklets 1n two
lotso :
| Lot 738 ‘A selection of booklets (6) w1th four panes of six. =
. ~ stamps of 5 milliemes (2), two panes of six stamps of
D milliemes a pane of 10 milliemes and a pane of 15
milliemes - the: last twn exploded and . 1ncomplete w1th |
three panes of six stamps of o milliemes, nne of the .
'“last booklets w1th inverted watermarks (152 stamps)

Lot 739 Four 12) mllllemes bo-klets with pink covers containing
S four panes of six 5 milliemes dark red brown with the
various flaws annotated on. the ‘back of the booklet
- - ' ' {96 stamps)

o All these twelve booklets were with normal watermarks except the
one incompléte booklet of 5 milliemes with inverted watermarks There
1s no lndlcatlon as to whether the blndlng is on the left or rlght

| If the general lines of the lay--ut 1ndlcated by Mr. E.C. Ehrmann
‘fwere followed half of the booklets (Nws 4y 5, 6, 7 and 8) printed
-would have 1nverted watermarks. : P I T

ThlS has not been the case of the known booklet stamps which have
been descrzbed above (except the 1ncomplete “booklet f:r'f)m the Byam sale’

;1ot 738)

- Lately I read ) vexy 1nterest1ng artzclo by.Mr, Tony wzsemann 1n
'the_'btamp Lover! of’March/Aprll 1970. A detailed description of the
ftlay~out of the printing sheet 1ntended for booklets (Great Brltaln)
{attraoted my attentlon and I flnd 1t useful to- quote 1ts deserlntlon
:here . - < 5l - . |

’Beeause the panes must be bound on the left “the ordlnary sheet
- § of stamps presents problems because only the Teft . hand margln can
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be used for thls purpose., In order to ‘make use: of the wzdth

of the spe01al paper on ‘which stamps are. prlnted therefore, it is
necessary. to make suitable plates. - Any of the standard works. of
'reference ‘describe one method of laylng out stamps on each. row, |
first a ‘binding mergin then three stamps prlnted the rlght wa,ryupS
then 1mmed1ately adjecent three staaps printed upside down. This
means that the third and fourth stamps of the row are whai 1s |

_known as tete-beche.......

After the first six stamps of the row ig & gutter margin sufflclent
‘to take two booklet bindings, this is followed by a further six -
stamps, the first three of which are the rzght way up ‘and the second
three of which are again upside down. On the right side there is a.
further booklet binding margin. There are., therefqre, M any row
exactly six stamps the right way up and six stamps upside down.

The stamps which are upside down when looked at the right way up
-have 1nverted watermarks b - -

The 1ay-out descéribed above certulnly means that exactly half the |
booklets printed from these plates have the watermark. inverted. It should
here be noted that the make—up as described for Great Britain alse -
ensured the 'Crown' watermark { Edward VII) being centralLy placed nn each
stamp. ‘With the Egyptlan stamps of this period the paper used had a
multiple (Star and Crescent) watermerk which made any such. centrelng

unnecessanyf

From g, quantlty of 8 000 used stamps 5 milliemes Fuad 1923 26 T
'sorted out 159 stamps, doubtless from booklets owing to the clipped
perforations. All were with normal watermark except four only wlth

finverted watermark,

The result was a surprlse tn me. I remembered the same fact fdr'
.the 1920 .22 issue: from a lot of 2, 600 used 5 milliemes pink I sorted
out . only nine stamps with 1nverted watermarks, two of them from booklets

g ! suSpected that the make-up of the plates to print the stamps
ntended for booklets could perhaps have been dlfferent from what has S0

far been indicated.

I looked again mnre carefully to the 159 booklet stamps Puad 1923-
26 and I was astonished to find that the same varieties of the normal

“sheet C/23 and the 'Wo Control! sheet were reproduced on. s~me of these
'stamps., I show a photograph of twelve stamps, six of them from boﬂklets

and above them the same Six varletles frqm normal sheets.

| (These 8ix varletles are descrlbed on the next Pdge.
| L*‘dltor)

* "Stamp Booklets - Great Britain. 4 Make-Up.Mystezy"
by Tony'W1seman.- 'The Stamp Lover'.March/ﬂprll 1970
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5 mllllemes Flrst Pnrtralt Issue 1923-26

aoma el

‘Varletles on Booklet Stamps":.

_-.-t----t“---—ﬂ"-#‘--d-"'ﬂﬁ-‘

Incllned colﬁured dash rlght to left on the white edge af the
-rlght label contalnlng Arablc characters, nearly at 1ts
-lower end.

I have this varlety on two vertical strips. of three and one
of them with upper margln. The varlety is on the thxrd TOW
-of 8. sheet '

fl Protrudlng colour under the first Arasbic letter in the: Whlte

edge of the rlght label contaanlng.ﬁr&blc charactersq'.

I have this varlety in a block of 2 5 3 and in a vertlcal
block of ten,_z x 5 variety 1mperforate watermark IX with
bottom m&rgln. The varlety is 1n the nlnth TOW qf a sheet.

f'Coloured dash 2 mms . 1ong on the rlght bud.

I have thls varlety on two vertloal strlps of three.

,Thls is the famous varlety Dr. Byam descrlbed in hlS artlcle

;quotlng ‘that it is the only ‘attempt to retouch the Arabic

* wrltlng he has seen. The Arabic word in the left hend label;
the letters under which there are two dots, have been roughly.
_re=shaped by three (scratched) lines. Byam had this variety

 on a used block of eight. Some years before he ‘had ﬁlso seen.
a 81ngle stamp wlth thls varlety. |

_ ;:Addltlonal white dash m the last Arablc letter 5t the same Wﬁrd

as varlety A A

I have this varlety on the tﬁp stemp of & vertical strip of
three. Also in a block. of four from a used broklet pane.

‘The variety is on the second row from a pane nﬁrmal watermark,
-and left openlng

: ijhls is the famous varlety described by Douglas.MaaNezlle and

" Dr. Byam 'Tuft of hairs in the ear' . This is stamp Nq. 35 in
two different Control 0/23 and a sheet.No Contrql | . -

I have this variety on an upper vertlcal blﬁCk Af ten L X 5
with m{rg1n attached, imperf -rate, watermark IX.. The varlety
No. 35 1is 1n the fourth row.

;D oty B b
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The boqklet stamps- originate without doubt frnm the same multi-
posltlve as used for thenormal sheets; because these varieties appear
in blocks o1 vertlcal strips whlch indicate that they are essentislly
from post wfflce sheets and not from. bwokletso-

HQW'can~book1ets be~eut from nvrmal pyst ffice sheets which d»
‘not provide enough selvedge f»r binding? If special cylinders heve
‘been used, with the necessary selvedge frr the booklets, from a corbon
tissue from a mu1t1p081t1ve intended for normal post ‘ffice sheet, how
could the carbon tissue be used to prepare a cyllnder9

In the article on ’Egyptlan bonklets printed in Great Brltaln"the
-authors- Jean Boulad and John Revell suggest that the make-up of the
‘plate for booklets was on the basis of tete«beche disprsitiom, so that
‘all the booklets could have left binding notwithstanding that there
‘would be stamps wlth inverted watermarks.

How can an- avallable mu1t1-3081t1ve be used to fu1f111 suoh
_concibv.‘t:m:ﬂs‘p

The easy way, in my qplnlon is to build up a new special multl-
-positive for the booklets, but certainly, then,.the flaw Af the prev1ous
mult1~posztive will not be repeated

8981des, in. my oplnlnn, the tete-beche dlSpOSltlﬁn is not 1mpera$1ve
for this issue as the new watermarked psper adopted during the Harrison
contract (the small multiple treble crescent and star) allows shifting
in all directions for every stamp on the sheet to bear the watermerk or
ports eof 1t

In 1)45 1 oklng through the .P.0., Cair~, rec rds 1 came acr-ss a
letter and its answer relative to proofs of the London Crown Overprint
1923%. I took an exact copy of these two documents and I remalned 27
years h981tat1ng publication feorlng that 1 had failed to copy them
correctLy. .

| In thls letter, dated 12.1.1923, a Dlrector of Harrlson and S-ns
Ltdo lnmeS‘- :

'In accordance with your ingtructions of the 27 Nov. 1922 we
beg to submit proofs con31st1ng of's-

One sheet of-5 mllllemes. )
“Two sheets of 1 millieme ) 8ll 240 set
Two sheets of 15 milliemes =) |

showing the overnrlnt from the plates which we have prepared f£Hr
the smaller 8128. ~ |

As the colour of the i and 15 mllllemes renders the overprznt
rather indistinct in black, we are submlttlng alternative pronfs
-surcharged in red for these values

We will arrange to praceed w1th the overprlntlng-lmmedlately we

| receive your. instructions.'
QC VITIL
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-In reply, the Postmaster General, Calro, wrote ~n the 6th
Februaxy l923°* ~

| 'Gentlemen, |
| With reference to your letter BGH/BK of Janua:y 12/23 I have
to inform you that the prlntlng of the surcharge is conszdered
to be - sa$1sfactﬁxy |
- It is suggested, however, that the printing should be
slightly heavier eSpe01ally over the darker coloured stanps.
Surcharge should be prlnted exc1u81ve1y in: black and. not
1n red° -

| These documents remained to me a puzzle from that time, tlll
lately when I was thinking about. the plate make-up for the Egyptlan
Booklets for that perlod

I was puzzled by the 240 units in a sheet of the 5 mllllemes
stamp knowing that Harrisons printed the ordlnany stamps in a post
office sheet composed of two panes of 100 (lO X lO) one on top of the
.o‘bhero

Now that the 1920-22 booklets 1ssue is sugy sested to have come from
aprlntlng plate of 240 units the matter makes sense, this explains why
the stamps with the black London Crown overprint formed a sheet of =~
240 units for the 5 milliemes. 1t was - a stand-by plate then used for
prlntlng‘stamp booKletS |

- In typographlo printing. 1t is easy to arrange sterens to provide
proper selvedges for a special. post office sheet from which could be
obteined 40 booklet panes of six stamps each watermark falling in the
same direction or disposed in such a way as to be tete-beche. AlsH
the selvedges (gutters) can be. disposed in. ‘several manners allowing
‘binding at left for all the. ‘booklets, giving half the quantlty inverted
watermarks or not, and disposing the stamps the head of the sphinx
‘right way up or not - all these dispositions. depending on the paper
gize in hand, or to be provided. The watermark appearing on every
stamp has been assured by the multiple treble crescent and star
,wéiermark;

plate of 240 units for the 5 millieme being on hand in January
-1923, Harrisons used it as the order had been fulfilled for the
‘booklets, to pull a sheet overprinted in black as pr-of for the crown
overprint. - - |

If the sheet had had a tete-beche make-up, this sheet or part »f it
-would pgurely have survived with the red overprlnts of the I and 15
mllllemes - the people manlpulatlng the stamps in that perind.in the
General ‘Post Office were high expertst

“This for the 5 mllllemes sheet, but tor the two sheets 2f the. 1 and
15 milliemes I suppose thatiHarrlsons gent two 5p11t sheets of 120 for
,each of these values (to complete the 240 3et) - one sheet overprinted.
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in black and the other of same size and formation overprinted in red.,
The plates of the overprint belng arranged to sult the split sheets.

Those snllt sheets of 120 each must have been a camplete upper
pane (control attached) and 20 stamps (2 rows of 10) from the lower pane
with the gutter between the panes untouched

Dr. Byam had in his collectinn (lot No. 682 in the Byam sale
catalogue) the control block of four of the 1 millieme and a similar
block for the 15 milliemes B/25 overprinted in red. Mme. Wissa showed
at the First Cair» Exhibition 1946 the left bottom block of four with
the variety of no dots on stamp no. 100 and the broken frame variety
on stamp no. 90 oVerprinted in red for the 1 millieme.

We do not know of any. other Pontrol block of four, or ieft boti-m
corner block top pane overprinted in red° ~ ”

The-remaining stamps overprinted in red are spread about the whole
world amongst collectors and specialists of Egypt. From early times it
had been known that only one pane of each value (1 and 15 milliemes)
was overprinted in red. But nobody had come across or knew abzut the
existence of a 5 millieme tete-beche crown overprint in black. The
5 millieme sheet of 240 was overprinted in black and if it had a tete-
beche it would certainly have been retained by the very clever people who
scattered the overprints. The black overprint of the i, 5 and 15 mills.
were very common when the issue was on sale and they have not attracted
attention. ~

Certainly Harrisons arranged their ex-booklet plate of 240 units
of the 5 milliemes to receive the crown overprint in a normal way. How
thrilling it would have been if that sheet had been kept and reached the
philatelists.

I 'have in these lines put forward this 'meke-up mystery' and I
hope that the explanation will give good satisfaction t» that query:
what was the make-up of the plates f-r the Harrison booklets Nos. 4,
5, 6, 7 and 8; and more especially for the First Portrait Issue
booklets Nos. 7 and 8, bearing in mind the ad hoc multipnsitive
difficulty?

To be. concluded
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