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LETTER 

Sent from Cairo on 5 August 1869 to Port Said. 

The obverse, above, shows the hand-struck '2', instructing a caharge of 
double the normal rate of 1 piastre . 

On the reverse, below, appears the previously-unrecorded strike of 
REGIE POSTE IDIZIANE / PORTO SAID with the word "REGIE" excised 
and dated 7 August 1869. 

( J.A.Grimmer ESC 164, ex Danson) 
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F R 0 M T H E C H A I R M A N 

Those of you wh o regular l y atten d our bi -monthly meetings mus t r ealise how 

fortunate we have been throughout the yea rs in hav in g memb ers pr esent t o l ead 

t he ma in topic of discussion 9 illus t rating the various points with examp l es from 

the ir own collections a nd with the assistanc e of items f r om the collections of 

othe r me mbers at the mee ting. 

I fee l tha t with the passage of t i me, bea ring i n mi nd the break-up of the 

big collections at auction 9 coupl ed with e ve r-increasing expense of acquiring 

the "classic" mater i al 9 wo shall e ventually r each a stage when we may be hard put 

to it to persuade members ( or i ndeed to find them), to l ead me e tings. This may 

be du e to peopl e thinking that what they ha ve wo ul d be too "easy;; or commonplac e 9 

or of no interest to othe r membe r s . 

I think (a nd I am qu i te willing to l i sten to arg umen t s to the contrary ) tha t 

we must begin to give mo r e a ttenti on to the 20th Century . It was with this in 

min d t ha t I s ug gested that th8 me 8ting of Oc tob e r 14th be en titled "Beginner s 

Please" . The in tention be i ng to encourage new (or old for tha t ma tter) members 

who have not shown anything before t o come a l ong wi th even as few as 3 or 4 shee ts 

on a pa rticula r theme to pass a r oun d an d di sc uss. I hop e we shall also ha ve a 

period devoted t o members ' ques tions - I am sure tha t the expe rts who I hope will 

a l so come a l ong wi l l not mind a nswering . 

Pl ease give th i s ma tter yo ur careful consideration - if yo u f ee l inclined 

t o show 9 please l et me knou1 so I c a n a r range the meeting in some sort of orde r. 

I look forward to hea ring from yo u. 

J ohn Sears. 

LETTER f rom MEMB ER 
11 I must join the que ue to give thanks to Ran Potter for the way he 

has handled t he Q.C. e ven with all his hea lth troubles . I hope he 
continues on the right track and enjo ys good hea l th now he has be e n 
ab l e to shed the burden of th e Q.C. 

" Over the ye2rs 9 I have writte n to members 9 inc luding offic e rs 9 a nd 
a lways inclu ded a stamped en velope for an a nswe r 9 but a l a s 9 no a nswer 
ever a rrives . Is it just too much bother to s i t down and write 9 or 
i s it a po l icy with the Circle members not to help br other membe r s ? 
Also 9 what happens t o a ll the stomps on e sends for these rep lies ~ 

I hope yo u can find space in a futur e Q. C. to air th i s grumble of mine , 
sn d perhaps the gui J. ty ones' consciences wi ll prick so ha rd that i t 
mi ght stir them into ac tion. " 

The Firs 9 

Ran Ha r r i s 9 ESC 182 
whe ps t ead 9 Bury St Edmunds, 

Suf folk 9 IP 29 4TF 

~ - ~ - + To judge from correspo ndenc e in the Ci rcle Reco r ds 9 particula rl y from the 
early days 9 ESC members ar e ( pe rhaps ~~) ve r y active co rresponden t s with 
each other . Technic aJ.ities a r e di scussed in busy correspondenc e over 
per i ods of time and 9 i nde ed 9 t his is how a l a r ge part of the Circle's 
r esearch i s / was done . ESC membe rs sti l l do th i s 9 don ' t they ? - Editor 
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REPORT of r~ E E T~ NG ,E_! __ "L~ EG_Y P T_21_~DY_,£LR__~.hf. he ld at "The Peacock", Ma iden Lane 7 

W.C .2 • 

.ll.9th Meeting h e l_d_)~-~AflJ._-lJ-_§_ 

The Me e ting was a ttended by the President ~ Professor P.A.S. Smith, Chairman 
Mr~ J. Sea rs, and Messrs P. Andrews , F. W. Benians, D.H. Cl a rk e , C.E.H. De fri e z, G.M. 
Dorman, J. A. Grimme r, J.S. Horesh , A. Schmidt . The r e was an apology for absenc e 
on behalf of Ma jor E.L .G . MacArthur. 

The Chairman confirme d the subj ect of the June 10th Mee ting as ''Interpostal 
Sea l s ", to be l e d by Mr . A. Schmid t ~ th e J oint Meeting with Sudan Circle would not 
now t ake plac e , but Prof . Pete r Smi t h would show his Egypt used in Sudan material. 

A l e tter fr om Mr Rudi J e i de l, South Afr ica , was r ead . Thi s urged ESC to 
publis h whate ver i s on hand. ( An ex tract appears below- Editor). 

The Sec r e t a r y , Mr. D.H. Cla r ke , r eported an off e r of he l p with printing from 
Mr Ke n Davis, Roth e rham ( ESC 148). Mr Dav is cou l d ass i s t by procuring Litho 
printing at a c os t to ESC of the ma terial s only . Mr Clarke would disc uss 
problems such as collating, stapling , e tc., and r eport f urther . 

The Secre t a ry r a i sed the problem of unpaid subscriptions, some being more 
than a year in arrear . The Cha irman pr opos ed , and the Meet in g ag r eed, that s uch 
members should be sent a polite l e tte r in the first instanc e . 

The Pre s ident, Prof. Pete r Smith, dr ew a ttention t o the fo rthcoming display 
at the Roya l Phila telic Soc iety by two ESC Members, Mr T. and Ma dame N. Kuy as 
on May 11 • 

Mr F. W. Ben i ans 1 book "Eg ypt Posta ge Pr e paid Milita r y Datestamps 1941-1947 11 

had just been published by Na tion al Philatelic Society who we r e willing to supply 
copies to ESC a t £4 , the r ecommende d r e t ail pric e bein g £5. After discussion, 
the Mee tin g decided tha t this book wou l d be offered to ESC Members a t £4 , plus 
posta ge. 

The display 1 Postage Due " was given by J ohn 
covers, f orge r i es and ea rly hand-struck ma rks . 
illu s trated on page 30 of this is s ue . 

Grimme r, this including proofs, 
One cove r from the display is 

Extract fr om L E T T E R t o t h e E 0 I T 0 R 

From Mr Rudi Jeidel, ESC 127 , Capetown , So uth Afric a . 

tt 

" 

tt 

of the RE CO RDS. At a A comment on your editori a l r e l a ting t o the state 
Mee tin g which I was pri vi l eged to a ttend I r a i sed 
I make no apolog y fo r repeat in g myse lf. 

that po i nt and, frankl y , 

A gr ea t deal of know l ed9e has been col l ected over th e years. Ma ny 
Membe r s ha ve cont r ibute d. I r emem be r a ddin g wha t little I could to 
Overland Ma il and Pos~ Europea . I believe tha t th 8 Overland mater i a l 
with particula r r e f erenc e to Wag horn ha s be en worked over by Mr Rowland 
Hill. While I am awa r e that there i s dis ag r eement with my a pproach, 
I still f ee l ve ry strongly that we s houl d definite l y publish whate ver is 
on hand. And wh en eve r yon e has had hi s say and added t o t he fund of 
knowledge now ex i sting, we may pe rh aps conside r bringing out something 
in a more e l aborate form . 

Meanwhil e I would s ug gest public a tion on an inex pens ive basis - and to 
cha rg e all tho se who are not get t in g this f r ee as membe rs of the ESC . 
I am quite sure tha t many col l ec to r s , a pa rt fr om memb e r s of the ESC, 
will wis h to avail themse lves of s uc h publications which s hould be 
advertised t hrough the phila t elic press, e tc. " 
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Study Repo rt g ' TH E PRO PR IETA RY POST OF FICES I N EGYPT' 
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Pa rt two 

Study ent rusted t o F.W. Beni ans 9 ESC No . 123. 

UPPER EG 'f PT 

Lld_xo r Hotel,_ ~'-:_uxo r. 

Situated on the bank of the river Nile facing Lu xor Templ e , this Ho t e l was 
opened probab l y in No vembe r 1893 and i s still i n exis tenc e ~ The spec i a l Post 
Office was opened a t abo ut t he same time, a nd was closed in April 1909 following 
t he opening of a public post of fice in the Wi nte r Pa l ac e Hote l which bel onged 
to th e same company . 

Table of Recorded Use Luxor Hote l 'H.L. 1 ---· ~· ----~-- ~----

serial di amete r earliest l atest number r ema r ks 
in mm r ecorded 

H.L. 30 5 I 94 31 I 01 17 
1 ( a) da testamp in blue 
2 27-28 19 II (])1 2 III 10 L~2 

2 (a) 5 I 08 20 II 08 2 datestamp in blue 

Win ter Palac e . Hate~ 9 Lu xo_L ___ -:; _____ ~.t:t~W~~ 

This hotel was s itua t ed t o the south of t he t own fac ing th e river Nile and 
was open ed in November 1905. The spec i a l Post Offic e was ope ned at about the 
same time . 

H. W. 1 30 II 06 3 I 08 9 
1 (a) datostamp in blue 
2 30 19 XII 06 IV 14 23 
2 ( a ) 10 XI I 13 da tes tamp in blue 
3 30~3 1 6 III 09 29 XI 30 17 
3 (a) '.7 I 9 17 III 09 date stamp in blue 
4 12 I 22 14 III 37 43 
4 (a ) date stamp in blue 
5 30-31 11 MR 26 15 FE 50 13 
5 (a) dates tamp in blue 
6 26-27 1 FE 33 12 DE 50 22 
6 (a ) da te s t amp i n blue 

Cata r act _ HotelJ._A_~J!@..~ 1 H.C. I 

Situated in a marvellous l ocality on a promont ory south of t he town. Th i s 
ho tel was open ed in No vem be r -Decembe r 1900 and the spec i al Post Offic e was 
pr obab l y ope ned at the s ome time . 

H.C. 1 28 4 I 01 5 III 14 82 
1 (a ) 15 XI 08 22 I 14 date stamp in blue 
2 28-29 9 FE 20 26 FE 28 14 
3 28 14 JA 25 21 MR 56 36 
3 (a ) dates t amp in blue 



PROPRIETARY POST OFFICES IN EGYPT 

Maps showing locations of Post Offices dealt with in Part 2 
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-~-E'lVoy _tjo~!_2 • ;~.§W9_fl__ ,;:-•. -~~·_S.L\ !~'· 

Thi s hot e l wa s opened in November- December 1902 and although a dmirabl y 
si tuated on El ephant Is l an d in the middl e of tho N il e ~ did not ex i st very l ong 
since there was no trace of it by the end of 1913. The specia l Post Office 
opened Nov-Dec 1902 ond c l osed abo ut Ap ril 1913 . 

H.SA. 1 28-29 
2 28-29 
2 (a) 

22 XII 02 
8 I II 05 
2 II 12 

.§ an__?.t e_pJt a~ kl.c:! t e}.~-~·--- ,_'.11. ·~~~~'-

8 I 10 
27 II 13 
13 II 13 

ALE XANDFliA 

33 
5 

Si tu a t ed on the outsk i rts of Alexandr i a not far from the sea . This ho t e l 
is l i ke l y to have opened in the summor of 1 890 ~ and served the s ummer residents 
and numerous government f uncti ons which f ol lowed the Co urt's tra nsfe r e nc e t o 
Al exandri a during the ho t season. The specia l Post Office opened i n May 1B95 
but t rac es of it a r e los t a ft er the summer o f 191 6 . 

H. SS 1 26 6 VIII 95 ·- 9B 2 
2 28-29 B V 96 B I X 99 13 
3 2B 28 I X 99 B V OB 28 
4 27-2B 16 I V OB 1 I" (\ 11 11 
4 (a) 2 VI 08 dates t amp in blue 
5 2B 6 VII 16 23 VIII 16 3 

- -- -

.LI~Ji~!-~.,- ~ G E ~-~-Y~ .. --=---~-~T.b.01~a.g __ ~_c;_(JJ.0..29.!.:.a.. ~~t;-~t~}?--~~ ~---·'--fj_~_T.~._:. 
The company ' s offic es were located in an old priva t e palace which had 

previous l y housed the Br itish Consulate an d was adjacent to Shepheo rd 1 s Hote l. 
They we r e opened towa r ds the ond of 1894 a nd continued in ex i s t ence until 26th 
Ju ly 1952 when they were set on fire du ri ng the r ebell i on . 

The special Post Off i ce opened i n Novembe r 1894 and cecsed on 26th July 
1%2 a t tho timo of the burn in g of t he palac e . 

H. n : 1 31 16 X 94 10 I 08 36 
(3) 23 XII 06 30 XII 06 3 Aft e r 'T' the date~·line 

fi gures a re i n A r abic~ 

i. e. 1 ~ 2, 3 ~ etc . 
2 28 5 IV 03 23 III 09 15 
3 26 5 IV 09 18 XI 31 23 
L~ 28-2 9 28 VII 32 1B IV 33 2 
5 33 2 III 35 26 V 51 1 L+ T = Tra ffic 
6 26 29 XI 24 1 Ca sh 
7 29 17 I 35 17 I 36 2 Cas h 
8 29 - 10 5 I 17 6 Registration & Pa rc e l s 
g 29 3 III 16 2B III 31 4 Registrat i on & Pa rcels 
9 (a) Da t e stamp i n vio l e t 

10 29-·30 24 SE 31 8 NO 47 14 Registration & Pa rc els 
10 (a ) 4 ~1A 33 Date stamp i n a zuro 



PROPRIETARY POST OFFICES IN EGYPT Datestamp Types 

H/tA: ;. ~--- - ------ · ---------~- - - -- - ..... 

... 
PORT-SAID SIMON ARZT 
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GRAND __ S T q.B_ E.-~--· -~ .. 5. i m_~_tz_ Jl_C?s.i._ S_gj_cj_ -~-~~ __ '.H _. S ~ .~ 

This l a r ge store built on the wate rfront o f Port Sa i d was universally known 
by the old c ol onia l r esidents o f Indi a and the Fa r East , and t o the othe r 
tra ve llers pas s ing through the Canol 9 where t he ir e ve ry nee d could be supplied. 

The special Post Office was probab l y opened in 1 934 fo r the convenience 
of these t r a velle rs, and a ls o for t he l oc a l s wh o made purchas es at the s tore . 
It was closed f or some t ime at the end o f 1956 9 f r. l lowing the military ope r a tions, 
and was r e-opened during 1957. 

H.SI 1 27 25 
1 (a ) 
2 28 31 
2 ( a) 4 

l;Jeak ' f'l ' in 

Wording as in cachet 

Shephea rds Hote l 

Continenta ls Hotel 

Continenta l Savoy 

Luxor Hotel 

Lu xo r Winter Palace 

Cairo, Cook 's Office 

Port Said, Simon Arzt 

AU 34 24 FE 60 
Da t es t amp in purple 

DC 34 17 ~lR 58 Cash 
DC 34 Da t e stamp in purple 

1 Simon 1 over-in kin g appea r s a s ' NI 

HOTEL REGISTRATI ON CACHE TS 
~------------,--- -~-- ~· 

Number i n ms date 

289 1 - 8 - 03 
141 9 16 X 13 

24 V 16 
133 1Ji II 37 

15 XII 12 
8 XII 13 

2068 8 X 23 
517 13 II 24 

1290 10 IV 26 
53 12 I 27 

197 14 I 28 
334 4 I 31 
991 27 AP 32 
536 9 ~1R 33 

15 r~R 49 

75 31 - I - 00 
12 II 00 

225 15 DE 30 

146 23 Ill 09 
27 6 2 40 

227 8 NO 47 

5 4 JA 40 
123 24 FE 40 

25 J A 40 
12 JU 54 

Ace da t es t amp type 

Ho S. 5 
H. So 7 

11 

H.S. 9 
HoC. 4 
H.C. 8 
H.C . 9 

11 

11 

If 

H.Co 10 
H.C. 11 
H.C. 12 

11 

H.L. 1 
11 

H.W. 3 

H.TC. 2 
H.TC. 10 

If 

H .SI. 2 
rr 

11 

tr 

During the l ast decade or so the r e has been some pos t al activity fr om some 
of the newer hotels, though lit t l e ha s been recorded . The r e i s still much 
interesting work that can be done, not only by extend ing where possible the 
earliest and l ates t dates of known cancellat i ons , but thos e of the va rieties 
particularl y the use of coloured inks. The who l e question of numbering - as 
with other studies - mus t be gi ven caroful cons ide r ation , and to f ollow a 
general policy to be adopted by the Egypt Stud y Circle . For the purpose of 
this Re port the numbers a r e prefixed by H ( Hote l) f ollowed by the capitol letter 
of the name of the hote l . Varieties a r e numbered a, b 9 etc. 



PROPRIETARY POST OFFICES IN EGYPT Datestamps Type H / TC 
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. Illustrations to 

' Question Time• 

(see page 51 ) 

1 
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i 
I 
:q· 

I 
1 ~~---\ 
\ \.------1 

Illustration to 

'UPDATA 2 1 

· (see page 50) 

: Type 10 - 1 

: Different pattern: 
· of the two pairs 

of dots 
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The Pro~rjetary Po s t Offic~~-in_sg1El concluded 

The recordings of the Reg i stration cachets are still meagre , and the Hotel 
Postal Stationery, an interesting sideline, still untouch ed . 

It is hoped that this monograph on this study to date will stimulate 
interest. Your comments, and additions, will be welcomed and duly reported in 
the Q.C. 

P L E A S E U S E T H I S P A G E 

When complete, please return to~ 

Hotel name Datestamp Type 

F.W, Benians 

to record your Hotel Cancellations 

F.W. Benians ESC 123, 
27 the Lawns , Tylers Green, 
High Wycombe , Buck s HP10 BBH 

date Remarks 

HOTEL CACHETS 

Hotel name as in 
the cachet 

Datestamp Type date Remarks 
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I N T E R P 0 S T A L S E A L S 

Reprints from _ear l_y issues_ (Jf "The Starm::~-Co ll E!.C...1:.£E..~a_g_azi n~ 

We are in deb t ed to Mr M.R . Hewle tt 9 ESC 187 9 for bringing our a ttention t o 
some early writing s abo ut Interpostals whic h appeared in the 1867 and 1868 i ss ue s 
of "The Stamp-Collector ' s r·1aga zine" (published in Bath, England). 

These are reprinted below unabr i dged and each is followe d by a commentary 
by Mr A. Schmidt 9 ESC 198 9 the commentary paragraphs being prefixed thus ** 
From i ssue dated ~a~c~~1§_67 

'' EGYPT - The l arge circular stamp , of which we anne x a r ep r esentation (figure 
1) 9 i s official, and franks the l e tte r s, whatever may be their weight, of the 
postal authorities of the different towns. The upper in scription s igni f i es 
VICE REG AL POST OF EGYPT, an d the central Arab ic cha r acte r s (Baste d Masrie h e l 
mirich ) , EGYPTIA N GOVERNMENT POST: the name of t he issuing town is inserted at 
the foot. These stamps are pr inted indiscriminate l y in black on c ol our, or in 
colour on white. They are found i n violet , da rk-b lue , grey , green , carmine, 
yell ow , black , &c , are affixed to the fl a ps of the enve l opes , and are obliterated 
by the rec eiving offic e . " 

~H~ Commen ta r y by A.S. A useful reference for the date of i ssue of Type III 
Interposta l sg clearl y i t cannot be l ater than January/Feb ruar y 1867 . This does 
not conflict with the issue date quoted in most of t he ma jor catalogues , which is 
J anua r y 18 67 c 

7~-~: Th e las t s t ateme nt in this article 11 o e are ob lite r a ted by the receivin g 
of f ice " i s a curious one which i s a l s o enc oun tered el sewhere. The fact s 
contradict it. Approximate l y 95% of cance lled I nterpostals bear a c anc ellation 
of the same town as that of the Inte rpo s tal s , i .e. t hey were cancelled by t he 
despatch in g office . 

From ts s ~ e dated Ja~uar~~~gB 

'' LIST OF STAMPS FI RS T NOT ICED IN THE STAMP-CO LLECTOR 'S MAGA ZI NE FO R 1867 

" This list contains on l y well-authen ticated stamps issued unde r government 
sanction in the var i ous countries to wh i ch they be l ong, and i ncludes a few stamps 
i nadver tently omitted from our l ast year ' s list . 

(( Now follows a listing of other countries , A to D - Editor)) 
11 EGYP T ( ( Descript i on of 2nd Issue 9 18 67, disregarded - Editor ) ) 

OFFICIAL STA MPS - Arab i c characte r s in centre, inscription POSTE VI CE 
REALI EGI ZIANE, and name of issu ing town in encircling border . Co l s imp ~ circ. 

Ale ssandria viole t 
r1a nsura ii' 

Atfe deep-blue 
Gedda br i ght-blue 
Benhaa grey 
B irket~e l-Saat green 
Damanhur l i 

Zefta " 
Cairo bl ack 
J auta bright-carmi ne 
Jba fi-el --Duar ye ll ow 
r~a hall a 11 

Jook red 
Tanta rose 
Ko nstantinopoli vermilion 

Same devic e in black on coloured 
paper g-

Banka 
Zagaz i g 
Jauta 
Bi rket-e l~Sab 

Kafer-Zayat 
Samanud 
Zifta 

bright-brown 
deep-brown 
deep-b lue 
reddish-ye llow 
choco l a te 
green 
gr ey 

Same de vice , but ground formed of 
horizonta l lines~ Bl ack imp ~ circ. 

Al essandr i a rose " 
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INTERPOSTALS as Re~orted ~!LJ§~?1'68 

~~ Commentary by A. S. The Town listing i n the firs t section, from 
Al essandria to Konstant i nopoli 9 mus t r efer to Type II I 9 and that in the 
second secti on, from Benka to Zi f t a 9 i s probab l y for Type II. 

41 

~H~ The last sect i on 9 with i ts s ingle listing of Al essandria, i s t he intriguing 
one. If the 11 

•• groun d formed of hor i zontal lines " i s an inaccurate 
descrip t i on for Ty pe IV or I VA - and it i s difficult to t hink what el se it 
could be - then the i ssue date o f Type I V would be prior to 1868 . 

Fr om i ss ue dated A~_t 1 9 . 1868 . 

11 THE EGYPTI Af~ OFFICIA L STM1PS . 

11 On more than one occas i on we hav e r e ferre d to these stamps , but until the 
present have never been able t o give muc h account of them . 

11 We are in de bted to a cor respondent at Al exandria for the ability to give 
a more detailed description now 9 t hough there are many points still to be 
cleared up. 

11 The onl y stamps of whic h we have hi therto hea rd, a r e those bearing the 
in scription POSTE VICE REAL I EGIZIANE 9 but our cor res pondent informs us that 
the re was a se ries emitted anterior to the s e . We qu ote his sta t ement ~ -

11 1 Be for e the 'Vic e-royal Egyptian post-office ' bo r e its present name, and 
belonged to government, i t was cal l ed Pasta Europe a , and belon ged to a gen tleman 
of the name of Chini. During that time no pos t age s tamps were issue d, and the 
officia l correspon dence wa s ma r ked by those r ound stamps on which POSTA EURDPEA 
is to be r ead . 1 

11 Of this emHELDn our corresponden t sends us two spec i mens 9 both print ed on 
co loured paper and generall y r esemb ling the governme nt issues hereafter described. 
The circular inscription r eads thus : - AMM I NI STR AZI ONE DE LLA PDS TA EU ROP EA I N 
EG ITTO? the centre contain s the name in thre e lines. 

11 Uffizio di Bi rket-e l -Sab , 
11 11 Tauta 9 

deep- rose 
yellow 

11 The fir st of these two i s printed much mor e clearly than the second. 

11 Th e s tamps of th i s semi-pri vate s e ries , we are infor me d , are all rare, and 
some a r e very r are . ' Of Ca iro ' ( says our friend ) 'I do not believe I could find 
more than two or th r ee dozen in the who l e country .' 

11 We a r e not told what a r e the co lou rs of this 3e rie s , bu t the names of the 
variet i es are as fol l ows ~ 

Cairo 
Al essandria 
Damanhour 
Kafr Zayat 
Ta uta 
Zagazig 
Ben ha 

B irke t~e l- Sab 

Suez 
Dami ata 
Zefta 
rlehalla 
Samanud 

11 The first series of official stamps i ss ued by t he vice-rega l post-office, 
was of the anne xe d type , which it wi l l be seen is ve r y simpl e . (Figure 2 ). 
The imp ressions are in bl ack 9 on coloured porous paper , and comprise the 
following va rieties : 

Al essandria pink Cairo green; varie ty 
Atfe dee p-yellow Birket- e l -Sab r ed-brown 

pink 

Took bro wn Benk a lightg·g r een, yellow-
Zifta gr ey Oami ata ye llow ochre 
Suez rose Abuhomus pink ,ligh t-brown 
Damanhour gr ey Kafer-Za yat de ep-brown 
Zagasik light-green Samanu d bluish-green 



;;;, 

Kafer Duar 
Galiub 

HJTERPOSTALS as Re_porte d in 1867L6..§. 

deep-b l ue 
gre en 

Raml e 
Te h-e l-Barud 

brown 
dull-grey 
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11 The second is s ue constituted, in point of 
its predecesso r. The circles were increas e d in 
drawn, and the inscr i pt i on mo r e nea tly printe d. 
presented a be tte r app ea ranc e f r om be ing printe d 

design~ a conside r able advanc e on 
nu mber 1 and we re more co rrectly 
Mo reove r~ th e new i ssue 

in co l our on white paper, and the 
size was inc r ease d . ( Figure 3) . 

;; Some of the s e s t amps have such brilliant t i nts 9 as 1 despite their comparative 
pla iness of des ign 9 to ma ke them qui te a ttractive , particula rly wh en the 
peculiar characte r s of the central in scription is tak en into account. 

" The varie tie s a r e a s f ollows 

Al essandria ma r on o Ga l iub green 
( Jook pa l e pink Ben ha grey 
( Took vermilion Zagazig light-blue 

Ca iro black ( Damanhur green 
Atfe blue ( Damanhour 11 

Tanta marone ( Ab uhomo s ma rone 
( Konst antinopoli vermil i on ( ,IJ,b uhomus chocol a t e 
( Costant in opoli 11 f'ila nsura mnuve 

Smirne gre y ( Birket-e l -Saat green 
Minet-el-Gamp ora nge ( Bir!< et-el-Sab " 

( Jeh-e l - Barud ve rm ilion Ka fr-el-Zayat light-ye llow 
( Tek-el- Ba rud If Jbafi · ·e l -Daua r yellow 

Porta Sa id blue Dami ata deep-blue 
Ge dda grey Mahalla orange 
Jbafi-Za j a t ye llow-ochre ( Ssmanua de ep-green 
Zefta gr e en ( Samanu d " 
f"lahalla t- f1 oh brown Scibin-el-Ana t e r brown 
Sue z green Bilbes ye l low 

11 And in addition, two used by t he Chie f offic e , inscribe d i n the centre 
DIREZIDNE GE N ERALE~ ono without any name i n the lowe r part of the border , the 
other with the word ALE SS AND RIA 9 and both printed in ve rmilion. 

11 The third emi ss ion i s l ess a ttractive , but more e l abo t a t e than the preceding . 
I il thi s the c entre bear s a groundwork of pe rpendicular lines , and so much of the 
exte r na l bo r de r as c ontain s the uniform i nscri ptio n has a ground of crosse d lines, 
the l e tte rs themse l ves be i ng light and shade d a t th e edge; this pa rt i s a lso 
cut off from the r es t by a ba r at eac h end , t he name of t he t own be low be ing in 
thick bl ack l e tte rs. Thi s l ate s t se ri es is print ed i n bl ack on coloured paper. 
The following are the va rie ties g-

Al essandria pink 
Cairo blue , r ed-brown 
Tanta dee p-blue 
Medinet-el-Fa i um li l ac 
Desur grey 
Ben i s ue f f gr ey 
Ga liub brown 
f'lassaua 
Fascne 

gre en 
violet 

Mahalle t Ro h 
r··1a gaga 
r1ini a 
Za gaz i g 
Man s ura 
Ghisa 
Uas t a 
Damanhour 

buff 
ye llow 
blue 
gr een 
neu t r al-b r own 
blue 
ma gEm t a 
light-yellow 

" Among the second se ries, seve ral pa irs may be observe d brac keted together; 
the first of each pai r s hows an e rror in the s pelling . 

11 We have thought i t we l l to give a detailed list, in fulf i lment of our dut y 
as chroniclers 9 but we do not f or a moment suggest the coll ection of all. Their 
character and the ir numbe r both stand in the ~Ja y of t heir gene ral acceptance. 
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11 These s t amps a r e t e rm ed ' offici a l' stamps , and ve ry probably if placed on 
official l e tte rs , would be tak en t o in dicate the na ture of s uch l e tters, and 
fr ee them from cha r ge . But we tak e it that they a r e a l so use d as a species of 
seal, and tha t i t i s in deed the ir pr incipal employment t o s how s i mpl y whence 
comes the pack e t of l e tte rs to which t hey a r e a ffi xe d. The idea of these stamps 
was borrowed fro m the Italian post-offic e , in uJh ich s i mila r labels a r e used to 
seal the bags of l e tters, and it will be in th e r ememb r ance of our reade rs, that 
a l a rge nu mbe r of more or l ess ornamen t a l des igns were offere d for these s tamps, 
wh en the emiss i on of a ne w t ype was decided on . 

11 We believe that the Egyptian a r e put on all offici a l l e tters emanat in g from 
the offic e who se name the y bear; and indeed it is onl y on the s uppos ition that 
th ey a r e intended to in dica t e the place of origin of the l e tters to wh ich they 
are a ffixed, that the emission of stamps for each offic e can be explaine d. 
Their number is, os tho a bove list show, c ons i derab l e . We should ourselves 
recommend philatelists to remain content wi th two or three samp l e s of each se ries .'' 

'H~ Commentary by A. S. Thi s is a very va luab l e a rticle, not only because it 
is so comprehens ive , but a lso bec ause i t conta ins on unequivocal s tatement about 
the function of Typo I inte rpostals ( Pasta Europea ). It is therefore importa nt 
to make an as sessment of the accuracy of the informa tion t hat it c onta in s . I 
cannot fault any of the bas ic f acts in the a rticle, and the town listings a r e 
ana l ys ed below . 
11 

•• the third emission'i = ).:LP.~ .. L~ (ass umption ma de on th e basis of the 
illus tra tion but the comments a r e not a ff ec t ed if the lis ting includes some Type IVA. 

11 

All the town names ex i st. 
Ono spellin g mistake , DESU R fo r DESUK (probab ly a typo gr aphic al error). 
Ma ny town names un listed, whic h i s on l y to be expected as many P.O.'s 

appearing in tho serie s wer e opened at a much l a t e r da t e . 

the second i ss ue" = T e III 
All the town names exi st , wi th the poss iblo exception of TEK~EL-BARUD , which 

i s c a talogue d but which I ha ve ne ve r seon . 
There are no spelling mi stakes , a r ema rk ab l e achie vement 
Some town names a r e omitte d. In two c ases , t hi s i s beca use th e y were issue d 

a t a l a t e r dote t han the manusc ript for the Grticle 7 and the some i s 
pos s ibly t r ue of mos t of the r es t. 

JSMILIA 9 JISMAI LI A ) 
KAFR-EL-DAUAR ) 
MINET-EL-G AMH ) 
TEK~EL-BARUO ) 

the most correct spellings for these town s , and 
p re s um~bl y t he l as t t o bo is s ued for the m. The 
earliest c anc ella tion I possess i s 26 Jun e 68 
f or TEH-E!-BAR UD 9 and Seymour Blomfield has 
? Jun 68 for NIN ET-EL-G AMH 

Ci FDDA A minor but r a r e voriety , eas i ly miss e d. 
11 

•• the first s uri e_..§_ of.2.J.JJc .. -!:_gl stam ps''~:c:....-.T~'.__jj_ 
All the town names ox i st . 
One spelling mi s t ake , TEH-E L-BA RUD for TE H EL BARU T 
A numbe r of t own names omitted . All the va ri e ties of any on e town name 

e . g . ATFE; and al so MANSURA 5 MIC HAL LA ond TA NTA 

:!...~2 em i -p r i v ~ t e ~..2 e r:.te~s_:'.........::=__jjp_U 
All the town names exist, wi t h the possible exc ept ion of DAMANH OUR, which 

has been r eported but i s of unproven exi stenc e . 
Quite a numbe r of spelling mistakes . KA FR ZAYAT for KAFER-ZAJAT, ZAGA ZIG 

for ZAGAZIK , ZEFT A for ZIFTA, and MEH ALLA for MI CHA LLA. 
Some town na mes omitted ~ GA LIUT , MANS UnA and TANTA (a lso ATFE 9 reported 

but of unproven ex i s tenc e ). 
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INTERPOSTALS as Reported in 1867/68 

** The spelling mistakes, the omissions, the absence of paper colours in the 
listing, all combine to give the impression that in some cases at least the 
correspondent was relying on information supplied to him rather than on first­
hand experience. 

** All in all, one must conclude that the correspondent at Alexandria was very 
well-informed and that the information he provided was substantially correct. 

A. Schmidt ESC 198 

Figure 1 Figure 2 
Figure 3 

Figure 4 

EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE Accounts of Mr D.H.Clarke as Treasurer 

Year to 31 December 1977 

1977 In Out Balance 

Jan 1 In hand at bank from last year £ 261.39 
Expended on Q.C. for 1976 £ 92.00 
Expended: Postage; BPA sub 9.40 159.99 

Subscriptions received £ 48.80 208.79 
Expended: Postage, stationery 4.00 204.79 

May Subscriptions received 53.00 257.79 
Mar/June Expended: Postage, stationery 10.00 247.79 

·June Subscriptions received 3·39 251.18 
Expended: Q.C • (less sales of 

Back Numbers) 32.46 218.72 
July/Sept Subscriptions received 50.47 269.19 

Expended: B.P.F. subscription 8.20 26o.99 
Oct Expended : Q.C. 59.91 201 .08 

Dec 31 Balance in hand at year-end 201.08 

Note: Odd pence in subscription receipts are due to bank charges 
on foreign cheques. D.H.Clarke, ESC165 
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N E \!.1 I S S U E S 

(al l stamps are printed Rotogravu r e by Postal Printing Ho us e 9 A.R . Egypt ) 

Commemorative St.§lmPs. SG ·1270 _sp 1271 

Occasion 2nd Anniversa ry of Oct 6th 
Battle 

War of Oct 1973 International 
Symposium 9 Cai ro Universi t y 

Date of issue 6th Octo ber 1975 24th Octobe r 1975 

Designer Saber Saida Sabe r Saida 

Design Egyptian Flag and Tanks As SG 1270 but with add i t ion al 
text at foot 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Per forat ion 

Watermarl:<: 

Quantity printed 

Occasion 

Da te of i ssue 

Designer 

Design 

De nom ination 

Shee t 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

luatermark 

Quantity printed 

Sup plementary 

Oc casion 

Date of i ss ue 

Designer 

Design 

Denominat i on 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Pe rforat i on 

Watermark 

Quantity printed 

20 mill s 

35 stamps 

40 x 40 mm 

11 ! 

r~ u l tiple Eagle 

? 

.SG 1272 SG 1273 

••• • • U N I T E D 

20 mills 

35 stamps 

40 x 40 mm 

11 ! 

Mult i pl e Eag le 

? 

SG 12 74 

N A T I 0 N S D A Y.. . • 

•• 24 th 0 c t o b e r 1 9 7 5 0 • 

Lotfy e l Sawaf Lotfy el Sawaf Sabe r Saida Saber Saida 

Tre atment of Wall motif Refugees Egyptian woman 
Schistosomiasis Philae Templ e 

20 mills 

50 stamps 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11! 

55 mills 

50 stamps 

30 x 50 mm 

11 

30 mills 
(Air) 

25 ~tamp s 

51 x 42 mm 

11 X 11-t 

110 mills 
( Ai r ) 

50 stamps 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11-t 

•• M u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e ••• 

1,0009000 400,000 

International UNESCO 
Schistosomiasis campaign to 

1, 000 , 000 

UNRWA 

1,000,000 

Internat i onal 
Womens Yea r 

Conferenc~ , save Nubian 
Cairo temples 

SG 1276 - --- ·· 
• 25th Anniversa r y of Ein Shams University 

0 .1 5 t h N o v e m b e r 

• A. S a 1 a d i n e 

U n i v e r s i t y E m b 1 e m. 

• 2 0 m i 1 1 s • • • 

0 • 5 0 stamps • ••••••••• 

. . .2 6 X 4 3 m m 

• 1 1 X 1 1 .1. . 2 0 

. M u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e 0 . 0 0 . . . 
0 . 0 . . . . . 1 

' 
5 0 0 

' 
0 0 o. 0 . . . 0 

. 
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N E W I S S U E S 

(all s t amps a re printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R.Egypt ) 

-~Of!10!'_fl]_~~ 

Occas ion 

D:: te . of : i ssue 

0-::! signe r 

J:: .. ::7l i nat i on 

S~:::mp d5mens i ons 

Pe rforat i on 

Wc. t e: ::- :nark 

Qu antity printed 

. ~o o"!" Issue 

S .. . :-.mp:~ dim e nsions 

Po:: fo:L'o tion 

~ _l O:lt ity printed 

Doo5.sner 

C:::-n 'Jm in:::' t.ion 

Sta mp di mens i ons 

Pe rfo ration 

\t]a te rmark 

L)•_ t e. ntlt~ prin ted 

Su~ pl ementar y 

SG 1277 ---·----- .§£,_1.?..7.!2. .§_~ 12 72_ 

• A r a b C e 1 e b r i t i e s •• 

. 2 3 r d D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 5. . . 
•• L o t f y e 1 Saw a f. o •• 

r-1 1 Kanady 
(philosopher) 

20 mills 

50 stamps 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11-t 

Al Farabi 9 with lute Al Biruni, with book 
(c ompose r and (writer an d 
philosopher) phi losopher) 

20 mills 

50 stamps 

25 > ~ 43 mm 

20 mills 

50 stamps 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11 -t 

• 0 "- • ~l u 1 t i p 1 8 E a g 1 e . 0 • • ~ • • 

1 9 000 9 000 '190 00 , 000 

SG 1280 SG 1282 SG 1283 
-~-~· ..- :.-o"'"""'"·· -~- ~---· ~ 

Post Da ;· ~reas u re r s From ~he Tom b of Tutankhamun. 

Sabe r Saida 

Ibex 

20 mills 

• • 2 n d J a n u a r y 9 7 6 . • 0 • 0 0 

Waheeb Farag 

Liones s 

30 mill s 

• 5 0 

Fahima Abd el Ibrahim el Tork y 
AF~a im 

Sacred Cow 

55 mi ll s 

s t a m p s • 

Hippo potamus 

110 mills 

. . . 
0 • • • 0 • • • • 3 0 X 5 0 m m • 

0 • 0 • • 1 1 0 ooooe•o•o 

0 0 0 . ~ u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e •• 

250 , 000 

Head of an Ibe x He a d of Head of Head of god 
made of 
a l a b·as t e r 
with r e a l 
horns 

lione ss 
carve d in 
wood 

sac red cow in Ho ru s in form of 
the form o f the Hippopotamus 
goddess Hathor carved in wood 

SG 1284 
c...o.. - .-~- --· -

rillin~ 'J f the High Dam Lake •••••••• 

• 2 7 t h J a n u o r y 1 9 7 6 0 

S a b e r S a i d a 

. High Dam and ' Industria l Potentia l' •• 

• 2 0 m i 1 1 s ••••• 

. 5 0 s t a m p s 1 0 X 5 ) •• • • 0 • 

0 4 3 X 2 6 m m • 

0 • • 0 0 0 0 0 .1 1 t X 1 1 • 

. r~ u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e . 

Benefjts of the dam a r e ~- 2 mill i on acres more of cultivatab l e 
land, 10 billion K.W.H. e l ec tricity generated per year. 
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Note: Not all illustrations are actual size - please see dimensions given in data 
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NE W I S S U E S 

Note: Not all illustrations are actual size - please see dimensions given in data 

- .: SG __ 12_7Q I 

. -'-' " ... ' .. ' .. 
' u t f. YP T -......,~·~ :.. ,~ • 
: ~.,~~U.Gt •n : 

SG 1278 

i 
rs~ -- ~if5 - SG .1276 

EliYPT .Ju:ul 
'0STDAY ~)!11.-~ 
IG'rPT IAII.UTd~lu,&ll 
I . C ll SO .-. o.l lt"O• 

I&YI'T .,ru:::La 
"".... ...-J!A.-.. 
~:.U::~' 
r, . 
\'. _1. -

/! 
Q. --

\._. _7 .. . 
' I 

' . -~-l"t""r.T' ' ,J, .. , - I 
11 :!\: .,~......_~ , ~ I 

. : i\,' I 1 lit I 

c . ~ 

I ~ - . '· 1 ~ I 
I . f 1-- . -~~1_liJI._Jl:_ 
I SG" 1283 
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A N N 0 U N C I N G A NEW PUBLICATION 

Egypt 
Postage Prepaid 

M iUtary Datestamps 
1941-194Z 

F.W. Benians . 

Jim Benians is known to his many friends as a dedicated Postal Historian 
~hose uork is characterised by a prodigioue amount of effort and perseverance. 

The principal section of the book is the listing of all the E.P.P.'s (over 
150 of them) in Tables of Recorded Use. These show earliest and latest dates, 
Censors, destinations and explanatory notes, separating the periods of use by 
different Armed Forces, e.g. British Army, Indian, Australian, South African, 
New Zealand, R.A.F. All serious collectors of these interesting postmarks will 
~ant to check these recorded dates against their own collection and the author 
asks to be advised of eny extensions of dates, or other alterations, so found. 
He regards this work as an interim publication and he hopes for a response to 
justify a revised edition in a few years' time. 

Even specialists in E.P.P.'s are likely to be glad of the supporting data 
provided by this book. A useful Introduction is f~llowed by a description of 
the different E.P.P. types, with illustrations. Other chapters include 
Patterns of Use, Censorship identification with illustrations, and the workings 
of the Military Posta l Organisation which are usefully set out and illustrated. 
There are chapters giving the history of use by the various Dominions Forces. 
Notes on the Airgraph service, and on Postal Rates during the relevant period 
~ill be found helpful. Quite remarkable is the number of different adhesiTes 
known cancelled by E.P.P.•s, as listed in this book. 

The author makes a generous acknowledgement to the people, and the 
philatelic organisations, who have helped him in producing this book. 

The production of the book is well above average and could serve as a 
model of how to produce inexpensive printing. The format is A4 and there are 
148 + 8 pages, including 4 pages of photographs and pages of line drawings. 
The text is Litho-printed from faultless typing, same-size, and is particularly 
clear. Concessional price to ESC Members £4 (plus 40p if by post) from 
F.~.Benians, 27 The Lawns, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8BH, England. 
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U P 0 A T A = U P 0 A T E y o u r 0 A T A 

It is hoped to f ea ture " UPDA TA" as a reg1,1la r se ries , to enab l e r eaders of 

the Q,C, to bring their own r eco rd s up t o date on a cont inu ous bas is. Members 

submitting c ontirbutions should pl ease r e fer spec ific all y to the pas t-publi s he d 

da ta which they wish t o update , s hould use the same notation etc. as contained 

in the work to bo ame nded and shou l d offer authentic at i on of th e new data by 

indicat ing wh ose i s the mater i a l newly r eported, or by whom seen. Significant 

items shou l d be clear ed first with the ESC Membe r in charge of the corresponding 

Study Editor. 

UPDA TA 1 Submit t ed by A. SchmiEh_E.S_~_J_9Jt 

,S.gj_J:JJ i an Posta_l._ r~ark ifl9_s~~-_Fu rth£E_.B_m~~D9Jll§ln t s_~t.2..,__th e 1865-79....Jl<?ta S he~~. 

Typ e I-1 
II-2n 
II I-2n 

GED DA 
DE SUI< 
FESCN E 
GALIUB 
f'1AHAL LET -EL-ROH 
MI NET-EL- GA MH 
SCIBI N-EL~ANA TER 

Earli es t -----

28 FE B 74 ( ELG~1 ) 

(1) JL Y 74 (A S) 

La t es t No t es ----
30 JUM 73 ( ELGr~) 
11 JLY 68 ( AS) 

( 5) FEB 80 (AS) 
? JU N 79 ( AS) 

(7) JA N 80 ( AS) Strike in blue 

III-2,5n BILBES 
6 M( '? )BO (A S) 

? MAY 72 (AS) 
IV-2n 
V-1n 
Cas-2 

SlUT 
KA FE R DAUAR 
ZAGA SI K 

*21 FE B 75 ( ELGM ) 
5 JAN 77 ( AS ) 

25 DEC 79 (E LGM) 

*This shou ld r ep l ace the uncertain 20 ( ~ ) FEB 75 

Additi onal DatE! to the _ _§j:_l.!E.Y_\1~...! V I-~-..f.~.f~§_Q.R_SHJ.P.___;I!J.__j:_G.~J:.T __ _j_948 t o_ da t.e ~~. 
(By Peter Andrews , Q.C. VIII/8, Dec ember 1974 , Who l e Numbe r 92 9 pp 97- 113) 

The title of this Study should now be amended to read 1 1948 to 1974'. The 
Cairo daily newspa per Al Akhbar reported in i ts issue for 17 No vembe r 1974 that 
the Egyptian Pres iden t Anwa r Sadat had i ss ued a decree abolishing censorship of 
mail ente rin g or l ea ving the country . 

f~ns or Marking TtEe~~ 

(1) Used as me th od (v iii ) wi th type 1 cens or marking tying the label:-

New l atest use 
Addit i onal numbe r 

9 APR 1956 (KDK) 
83 

( 2 ) Used as me th od (viii) with type 2 censor mark i ng t ying the l abel :-

(3) 

Addit i onal numb e rs 65 9 68 ( KDK ) 

Unrecorded method of us e '? - The env el ope reclosed with a small 
strip of cens or l a bel (type c) tied f r ont and back with type 6 9 t hen 
properly r e-sea l ed wi th type c l abel tied each side with type 1. 
The r e are no censor marks on the enve l ope. 

Date of use 
Integ r a l numbe r, type 6 ma rk 

29 AP 52 (KDK) 
89 
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U P D A T A (c ontinued) 

UPDA TA 2 (continued ) 

Cens or Marki...r..!.9._ Typ_e__J_i 

Ne w earliest us e 18 JUN 54 ( f<DK ) 

Note g the 
i mpress i on 
new Type ? 
ci rcl e ? 

exampl e of th i s in KDK possess i on has a ve ry faint ' ghost ' 
of an Arabic f igure i ns ide the central circle . I s thi s a 

Has thi s hand-stamp been note d with numbers in the centre 

New ea:::- lier use 8 11 59 ( KDK ) 

New lates t use 26 12 72 (KDK) 

New number 6 

Type 37 mark prev i ously r eco rded as used only on outgoing mail from Cairo . 
A cover bearing this mark i s in the collection of KDK; this was sent fr om 
Alexandria t o Mancheste r. Ho we ver , as it wa s route d through Cairo AirpoDt 
(e vide nc ed by a transit backstamp ) the censor mar k c oul d ha ve been applied 
in e ithe r Cairo or Alexandria. 

New nu mber 10 (f<DK) 

KDK surmises that c ensorship of thi s cove r took pl ace in Cairo (the only 
sourc e pr ev iou s l y recorded) . Ho wever 1 t he ad hes ives are cancelled by a 
Heliopo l is c.d.s . 

Now designated Type 10-1 (see illustration on page 38 ). 

Ke nneth D. Kn i ght has three cove rs bearing this mark , a ll of wh i ch 
entered Egypt from abroad (two from Greec e , one from Be l gium) . The mark 
is found struck in black and blu e and was in use from 18 DEC 48 to 
15 JUN 49. It i s dist inguis hed from Type 10 by additiona l Arabic 
characters and by a different ar range ment of the two pai r s of dots. 

]jj:_J_e,_~~~ark~ a r e pre viou s ly recorde d as used on outg oing mail 
Kenneth D. Knight has a cove r from Istanbul bea r in g this mark. 
i nterest l onge r -term memb e rs of ESC t o know that the add r essee 
l ate Gabr i e l Boul ad. 

onl y 1 but 
It may 

i s the 

Jype 21 marks are previ ously r ecorded as used on inc om ing mail only, but 
KDK has an examp l e on a cover sen t t o Nuneaton. 

Typ es 14 and 21 marks should the r e forE both be a dded to the list of 
censor markings used on incoming and outgoing mail. 
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Q U E S T I 0 N T I r~ E 

It is hoped that this a lso can bec ome a r egular se ries . There is an 

enormous amo unt of potent i a l mater i a l f or such a se ries 9 as every one of us 

has un solved problems . Many of us have ve r y similar un solved prob l ems 9 so 

that a r ep ly in the Q.C . t o one pe rson' s enquiry may we ll sat i sfy s eve r a l other 

members and thus se rve a wi de fi e l d. 

A similar ser i es was a f eature of the earlier is s ues of the Q.C. Let 's 

get back t o the principle of participating in so lving prob l ems which in s pire d 

the found e r s of E.S .C. 

So . please, can I ha ve at l east one question fr om eve r y member 9 with an 

illust r at i on where possib l e a good Xe r ox c opy of a c ove r will pr i nt well ; 

postma rks s houl d be carefully trac ed in BLA Cl< 9 and fin e de tail of varieties in 

a stamp is best dealt with by a draw i ng in which there can be exagge r at ion t o 

emphasiz e th e varie ty ). 

And spec i a l thanks t o Bi l l Andrews for starting us off. Editor. 

Q. Time 1 s ubmitted by W.C. Andr ews 9 ES C 132 

R. A. F. Airmai l Servic e_from C airo_~t.£__B_a_g_~da d 

11 Thi s cover (illust r ated on page 38) was sent from Abu Qir to Baghdad on 
12 April 1923. This in tr igued me because, as far as I know 9 there was no 
r egula r Air Mail serv ic e a t the t ime . The only informa ti on I can find is in 
'Stamp Magazine ' May 1976 9 pag e 58 9 whe r e in an article on Airmails c a rried by 
the Handl ey Page HP42 aircraft it says - ' Pionee r s ha d already flown fr om 
Cairo t o India as ea rl y as 1919 whi l st !~ear s _later~ .tb_~-.B.~L_e_~ab]Jsh_§l.£ 
and maintained a s uccess f ul a i rmai l se..Evice "Isqm CCl_i.EJ2_ __ ~o Baghdad.. ' (my underline ). 
The c over illustrated must be one of those carried on on e of those flights 
because it went to Baghdad via Cairo an d probab l y emana ted from RA F Abu Qir. 
The Baghd ad arrival dates t amps are not pa r tic ula rly l egib l e . 

11 I wou l d app r ec i ate more i nformat i on on th i s cove r an d on the RA F Airmail 
service. Do we have an expe rt on this i n ESC ? 11 

subm i tted by W. C. And r ews , ESC 132 

Br i tish Forces Seal s 
--~--·--........,._.,.,..., 

11 As you know I am interested in Gri tish Forc es in Eg ypt Seal s . The fir st 
two i ss ues , 1932 Postal Seal and 1933 Letter Seal 9 can both be plated fair l y 
easily by the flaws theroin. 

11 Howevo r 9 the stamps were printed i n s hee ts of 80 9 being 4 pCJnes of 20 
each, and the fl aws in each pane of the same issue are not iden tic al. 

" Wo uld it be possible to un earth and publish a tab l e s howin g the flaws 
wh i ch appea r on eac h of th o four panes ? John Hobbs i n his publicat ion gives 
the maj or fl aws but doos not state the pane on wh i ch the y appear . 11 

MEMO fr om Editor to Membe r s of ESC Over to yo u 
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