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9. Massawa, 25 June, 1875: Cover sent via the French Post Office in Alexandria to Marseille franked 1872
1pi. x 3 (one stamp missing), taxed “10” (decimes) (Lugdunum Philatelie, 2 October 1995, lot 395).

It seems likely that the missing stamp was a 20pa, for a total franking of 3pi 20pa, similar to the franking on
two of the eight covers that Greg Todd reported as having been mailed about the same time. It is possible
that the cover below comes from the same correspondence as cover #8 in Todd’s listing, which was also sent
locally and has the same 1pi franking.

10. Massawa, 15 December, 1875: Cover addressed locally and franked with a pair of 1874-75 20pa
paying the 1pi domestic rate (Ulrich Felzmann, 9 March, 2017, lot 4007)
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Military Matters - Canadian Air Support in North Africa WWII

Edmund Hall (ESC 239)

Canada became a self-governing dominion of the British Empire in 1867. With the Balfour Declaration of 1926
the British government agreed that Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa were completely
independent countries, “freely associated as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations”. With the
exception of some sections of South Africa, however, they still felt very much attached to the mother country and
saw any attack on Britain as an attack on them. This idea largely died at the end of the Second World War, though
cultural ties remain strong among those “colonials” of British immigrants and descent.

While playing a part in Britain’s wars, the Boer War, First World War, occupation of Siberia in 1919 and Second
World War, for reasons of geography few Canadians have featured in the wars in Egypt. The Canadian
“yoyageurs” were civilian contractors during the period of the Nile Expedition in 1884. Canadian Air Support in
North Africa WWII

Military and civilian participation in the First World War helped to foster a sense of British-Canadian nationhood.
The highpoints of Canadian military achievement at that time came during the Somme-Vimy-Passchendaele
battles and what later became known as “Canada’s Hundred Days”. A few civilian chaplains served in Egypt and
had their own censor mark for injured soldiers that was accepted by the British.

Canada’s involvement in the Second World War began when it declared war on Nazi Germany on September 10,
1939, delaying by one week after Britain’s action to demonstrate a symbolic independence. Within two months
the first contingents of Canadian troops had arrived in the United Kingdom to supplement the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF). Forestalled by the evacuation of the British Army from Dunkirk and the Channel
ports, Canada’s role became one of defence of the British Isles.

They were eager to become involved in the fighting, and took part in the Dieppe raid of August 19, 1942, with
5,000 men, but 3,000 of them - 1,000 killed and 2,000 taken prisoner — were lost.

Mark VC Spitfires of No 417 Squadron RCAF at Goubrine airfield, Tunisia, May 1943

A small section of the Royal Canadian Air Force was however involved in Egypt and North Africa. RCAF
Squadron 417 “City of Windsor” (motto: Supporting Liberty and Justice) was formed in England on November
27, 1941. It arrived in Egypt (Kasfareet) in June 1942 after a trip around the Cape, the pilots initially attached to
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the Aircraft Delivery Unit while ground personnel serviced US bombers in the area. The squadron re-assembled
on September 6, 1942, equipped with Hawker Hurricanes and immediately began defensive duties in the Canal
Zone. After receiving some Hurricane MK Ils the squadron claimed its first victory, a Junkers Ju 88. Gradually re-
equipped with Spitfire Mk VBs and Mk VCs, it took part at the battle of EI Alamein in October 1942.

In February 1943 the squadron moved to the Western Desert and offensive action, joining the victorious advance
through to Tripoli, with many moves from one desert landing ground to another. It transferred to Tripoli with 244
Wing, and then to Ben Gardane, Tunisia, in March 1943. In July the squadron moved to Malta (Luga), from where
it began patrols over Sicily in preparation for the invasion.

I have seen little philatelic evidence of the Canadians’ stay in Egypt and North Africa. The two covers | have both
have the British FIELD POST OFFICE 600, dated 6 AU 43 and 20 SP 43. Both are hand-endorsed C.A., one with
(A.F.) alongside and (B.N.A.F) on the reverse, the other C.A. (B.N.A.F.), the initials no doubt standing for British
North Africa Force. Both covers are dated after the July 10 invasion of Sicily, code-named Operation Husky, but
the senders are still using B.N.A.F.

Proud? lists use of FPO 600 as 10 L of C.P.U 15.4.42-19.4.43 and then Canadian A.P.S. 1943-1944, marked as
unseen. Unfortunately C.P.U. is not in his list of abbreviations. Entwistle® gives FPO 600 as 1942-43 UK,
Canadian Forces Algeria, Jul 1942-Aug 43, and Aug 43-1945 Canadian Forces Italy.

Bailey & Toop* give it as North Africa — Italy May 43-Mar 46 but also used by the 15 Canadian General Hospital.
For Squadron 417 they list Canadian FPO MC87 as the postmark used, without dates. They do not specify the
meaning of MC in a long list of abbreviations, but it would normally be associated with machine cancel.

The staff of No 15 General Hospital disembarked at Philippeville, Algeria, on 11 July, 1943. On the 13th, an
advance party proceeded to the site selected for the hospital near EI Arrouch, approximately 21 miles inland from
Philippeville. We can safely say they were never in Egypt.

Was FPO 600 actually used by the Canadians in Egypt? Both Proud and Entwistle give earliest dates coinciding
with Squadron 417 being in Egypt, but Proud suggests that the datestamp was not given to the squadron. So the
possibilities are that the squadron was issued with FPO 600 at the time or soon after, or they picked it up later in
North Africa.

If so, they used it only on the air bases serving themselves and any British or South African air force personnel. Is
the suggested use by 15 Canadian General Hospital a red herring - or are my two covers from wounded Canadian
personnel at the hospital and the FPO was never attached to the squadron’s postal unit?

Some Canadians were involved with Operation Torch, the British-American invasion of French North Africa from
November 1942, and the 1st Canadian Infantry Division and the 1st Canadian Army Tank Brigade took part in the
invasion of Sicily, but either via Algeria or directly from the UK, so again there is no direct connection with

Egypt.

References:
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The Canadian Military Mail Study Group NEWSLETTER No 166 of August 2001 (page 753) carries an article by
C.D. Sayles, who shows a fascinating cover.

A cover mailed from the RCAF Section of the No 4 BAPO
(Base Army Post Office) in Cairo and received that unit's
FPO 588 datestamp 6 JA 44. It is curious that this letter does
not pay the 3d postage required for airmail. | suppose that it

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS is possible it was considered official post office business, or

. could it be an indication that mail from Cairo was put on an

Bt T e "all up" basis i.e. all mail moved by air? | imagine that F/O
SM A o J.W. Hopper was a pre-war employee of the post office and

- ’O\‘“‘“&‘K N\M&r L was keeping his name in view to facilitate his return there
' ' 8 . after the war. | also find it curious that the RCAF retained a

District Headquarters in Cairo when the four sgquadrons

had participated in the North African campaign
had long since moved on to Italy. What purpose
was it serving?

VIA AIR MAIL & 53

A. M, Gibson, Esq., i

District Director of Postal Services, ki
TRONTO, ONTARIO, oy
CANADA .

FPO 588 is given by Proud? as held at the date
shown by the Canadian A.P.S and Entwistle®
gives R.C.A.F Egypt. Which tends to confirm
that a Canadian presence remained in Cairo up
until 1946.

Two covers with FPO 600 endorsed
B.N.A.F. The upper cover has been
endorsed Canadian Army despite the
obvious endorsement by the sender on
the back (B.N.A.F.)
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A King Farouk Coronation Day Note

Richard Wheatley (ESC 168)

It is a rare occurrence when a stamp dealer gives me something, but it did happen, once! This is the
item in question:

M.S.CasutLLi Alexandria, 29th July I937

w
-~

Dear Mr Richard Stead,

‘Thie is Corenation day
of H.M, King FAROUK I, of Egypt, and no
doubt you, as friends and allies, join
with us, as foreign residents, in the
expression of wholehearted wishes of long

life to His Majesty, and Prosperit
His Land and Pe@ple.
=

— ., \ :
&/559&”“’(‘)’ -

Sadly there is nothing philatelic apart from the date -
when nine definitive stamps were issued with the
portrait of King Farouk.

The note was sent by Stefan M Casulli. He had been
born in Alexandria to Greek parents and served in
the Greek army as a lieutenant during the Second World War.

He was involved in a raid on Santorini island on April 24 1944
by the British Special Boat Service. This was aimed at
destroying the Axis naval observation post

and radio station. During the successful operation he

was shot in the chest and was posthumously awarded

the Greek Cross of Valour.

I would be delighted to hear from anyone who can &

identify Richard Stead, to whom the note was addressed

and especially if there is a philatelic connection. 1'1
Stefan M Casulli » v
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El Tor Quarantine Station

Theo van der Veen (non-member)

s [ » - ) N 7
| =4 o . - =
| 5 TP IR ot R T i T }1

On my yearly visit to the Briefmarkenmesse Essen in Germany I found this cover in a “€1 box”. It was sent
on 28 March 1908 from Alexandria to a Dr Felix Gotschlich at Campement Quarantenaire / El Tor, where it
arrived via Suez on June 31. At first sight it seemed to be a very simple cover hardly worth even the one
euro, but after a closer look | changed my opinion.

El Tor, situated on the west coast of southern Sinai, had been home since 1871 to a quarantine station
intended to receive pilgrims who returned ill with cholera from the hadj pilgrimage to Mecca. The settlement
had a post office since 1893. In his treatise Egypt Stamps & Postal History, Peter Smith devotes a page (832-
833) to its postmarks. Over a relatively short period, 1893-1914, he shows 11 different postmarks, of which
the one on this cover, CAMPEMENT TOR, has been recorded from 1905 to 1908.

Most interesting is the addressee of this letter, Dr Felix Gotschlich, who, according to internet sources,
played an important role in the interpretation of the symptoms of the disease by performing post-mortem
examinations on the corpses of pilgrims who had died. In 1905 he discovered an unusual variation of the
cholera bacterium which causes a very virulent form of the disease. In medical science this variant became
known as the “El Tor bacterium”.

Vote for the MacArthur Award

It's time to vote again for the MacArthur Award, the prize commissioned in the legacy of

our former great Chairman, Major E L G “Mac” MacArthur. It is intended to recognise the

writer of the best and most interesting article in the previous four QCs, not only allowing

the winner to join the prestigious list of colleagues who have been successful in recent

years, but also spurring on members to provide material to keep the Circle and its major
publication lively and up to date.

To record your choice from QCs 260 to 263 (the current issue) simply email the
Secretary with your vote before February 15. The winner will be announced in the QC
and at our Stampex meeting two days later.

Please don’t forget to make a selection. Your vote will help to enhance the magazine not
only in the immediater future but for years to come.




Your Eqypt Study Circle Subscription

Colleagues who wish to continue as members of the Circle are reminded
that the subscription for 2018 is due on January 1.

Recent changes in the value of sterling will mean that overseas members
should note a change in the subscription rates:

If you pay in GBP EUR UsSD

For a printed QC please pay 20 23 27
If you choose to read it online please pay 15 17 21

NOTE: If we are not notified of your choice, we shall determine by the
amount paid whether a member has chosen the online version. If your
payment falls below the top line above we shall assume that you do not
need to have a printed QC sent to you.

If paying via PayPal please use egyptstudycircle@hotmail.com and add
£1/€1/ $2 to cover PayPal charges. Payment may also be made to:

For North America, your Agent Trent Ruebush, who will forward
payments received by PayPal so please add $2.

For Egypt, your Agent Dr Ibrahim Shoukry in Cairo

For Australasia, your Agent Tony Cakebread in New Zealand

Of course cheques in GBP drawn on a British bank may as usual be sent
to the Treasurer, Brian Sedgley, of 6 Mulberry Way, Ashtead, Surrey KT21
2FE. But as a courtesy please inform your agent if you are able to use this
method.

And for those with British bank accounts a standing order is easier and
better for all!

NOTE: We hate to be tough, but too much time is wasted chasing late
payments. If your subscription is not received by February 28 your QC will
be stopped immediately, followed by a note asking for payment in 30 days.
If still not received, your membership will be terminated.




