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TH-E ESSAYS, PROOF-S, SPECIMENS, AND 

COLOUR TRIALS OF THE SUDAN 
By Lieut.-Colonel J. R. DANSON, M.C., F .R.P.S.L. 

We are very pleased to offer to our readers the 
following article on Sudan essays, with kind 
p<!rmission of the author Lt.-CoJ. J. R. Danson and 
the "Royal Philatelic Society " London. 

A paper read before the Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
on December 8, 1949 

The Editor. 

The first issue of stamps for the Sudan consisted of 8 values of the 
current stamps of Egypt overprinted Sudan in French and Arabic and these 
wer.e issued on M arch 1, 1897. 

A year later, on M arch 1, 1898, the familiar Camel Postman Stamp made 
its appearance, and it remained in use, with a short break during the last war. 
for 49i years, unchanged as far as the high values wer.e concerned, but re­
duced in size for the low values in 1921 . 

In passing , I might add that in 1947 the Sudan Postal Authorities sud­
denly discovered that the inscriptions on the stamps were more Turkish than 
Arabic, and these were accordingly altered and the new stamps were issued 
on January 1, 1948. I cannot help feeling that this sudden desire for com­
plete accuracy at so late a date may have been caused by the hope of obtain­
ing increased rev,enue from stamp collectors. If so, I fancy that this hope 
h as not been realised owing to currency restrictions. 

In case anyone present has not seen the 1948 issue I am passing round 
two pages, one of the original issue of 1898 and the other the 1948 set with 
the altered Arabic inscriptions. 

W ith the exception of the wartime Palm Tree issue, w hich was printed 
in India by offset lithography, all the stamps of the Sudan have been printed 
by M.essrs. De La Rue ·& Co., Ltd. , London, and it is. interesting to note that 
all the stamps upon which the camels appear, together with the Postage Dues 
and Telegraph stamps, were printed by the typographical or letterpress me­
t hod, wher,eas the Air Mails and Gordon commemoratives were produced by 
the intaglio or line-engraved process. 

Now when a new issue is contemplated, obviously the first step is to fix 
upon the design to be used, unless this has already been done, and as a general 
rule the printers submit various suggested designs to the postal authorities 
for approval. These designs in so far as they are not used are known as 
" Essays", and I shall show you some of these later in connection with the 
Air Mail issue. 

For the Camel stamp no essays were required as the design had already 
been approved by the Sirdar, Sir Herbert Kitchener, w ho had ordered one of 
his officers. Captain Stanton, to design a stamp. This· design was forward ed 
to Messrs. De La Rue & Co., and their artist produced a water-colour sketch 
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of the exact size of tbe contemplated stamp for the guidance of the engraver-
who was to prep·ar.e the dies. · · 

A photograph of Captain Stanton's original sketch, which is now in the: 
Postal Museum at Khartoum, is shown in the frames; and I pass round the: 
original artist's sketch of the 2 piastre value. 

It will be noticed that the word "Sudan" is spelt "Soudan", as on the: 
first overprinted issue of 1897, and the Arabic inscription also diff.ers from 
that appearing on the issued stamps. 

As it had been decided to print the stamps in two colours, a die had to­
be engraved from which to make the centre or key plate, which could be used. 
for all values. and separate dies ha-d to be engraved for each duty plate show­
ing the different values. 

Now the normal method of making a printing plate to be used for letter­
press printing is for the engraver to engrave the design of a single unit in. 
reverse on the end of a short soft steel cylinder (the die). This is then harden~ 
ed and used for striking the required number of impressions to form the print­
ing plat.e on lead, or wax, or gutta~percha , or some similar material. These: 
impressions, after being trimmed, are clamped together to the exact size of 
the printing plate, and after being coated with blacklead are placed in an acid 
bath to hav.e a thin shell of copper deposited on them by electricity. The cop­
per shell is then carefully removed from the mould, and after being backed 
with type metal and faced with steel, or in modern usage with chromium, it 
forms the printing plate. A plat.e produced by this method is known as an 
electrotype, or "electro" for short . 

. When a large number of stamps are likely to be required it is usual for­
duplicate dies to be prepared and this is done in the following manner. 

The original die, either finished or unfinished, is hardened and an im­
pression is taken from it on a soft steel plate under great pr.essure. This im­
pression, of course, shows the design the right way round, and this in turn 
is hardened and as many impressions are taken as are required on soft steel 
dies which are then hardened and can be used as spares in the event of the: 
original die becoming damaged or worn out. 

I do not know how many spar.e dies were made for the large Camd 
centre, but there were certainly several for the small Camels, some of which 
w.ere retouched before being hardened, and this process was almost certainly 
used for the duty dies, the master die having the value tablets blank. From 
this master die, subsidiary dies could be taken as described above, and upon 
these the appropriat.e values could be engraved. 

It was usual for proofs to be struck from the dies for record purposes in. 
black on white glazed cards, and while some of these are blank the great 
majority are dated and have also one of the following endorsements upon. 
them. "Before hardening", "After hardening", "Before striking", and "After· 
striking". 

"Before hardening" speaks for itself; it is an impression taken from the 
finished die before it is hardened. "After hardening" is taken to see that no 
damage has been sustained in the hardening process. "Before striking" is to 
ensure that the die is in a fit state for use before beginning to strike the 
impressions from which the dectros are to be taken and "After striking" again 
is to ensure that no damage has been sustained during this work. 

I am passing round a number of die proofs in various states and would 
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specially draw attention to the unfinished key die of the large Camel .endorsed 
" After hardening", as this presents rather a problem. It may have been the 
original key die from which one or more subsidiary dies were taken, and then 
completed, but I do not think it was, as there would be little point in preparing 
several unfinished dies as they would all have to be separately completed by 
hand. Y et it would b.e impossible to engrave anything further on this un~ 
finished hardened die: without first softening it. 

The other interesting items are the three small Camel key dies struck while 
the die was in process of being engraved with part of the prints cut away by 
hand as a guide to the engraver of the die. Also the small Camel combined key 
and duty die proofs which were probably struck to make sure that the dies 
fitted each other before proceeding to make the printing plates. 

There are some more die proofs of Camels and also of the Postage Dues 
and Telegraph stamps displayed in the frames. So much for the typographical 
die proofs. 

The next step is to decide upon the colours to be used for the individual 
values , and as a general rule a special small plate of one value is made and 
various combinations of colours are printed for the postal authorities to choose 
what they want. 

For the first issue of the large Camels, 36 combinations of colours were 
prepared of the 2 milliemes value and I pass round a sheet showing sixteen of 
these. Later, in 1907, a 4 mills. value was requir.ed and this was at first printed 
in blue and bistre, but key plate No. 1 was almost worn out by this time 
and during the year key plate No. 2 was being made and the opportunity 
was taken to change the colour of the 4 mills. to red and brown to conform 
with the regulations of the U.P.U. that stamps of the equivalent value of 
ld. should be printed mainly in red. For this change in colour further colour 
t rials were produced and I show nine of them. 

Later still, I think in about 1920, some 1 mills . colour trials appeared, 
but the reason for these is somewhat obscure. I show nine of these also. 
All these colour trials are printed on unwatermarked paper and are imperf. 

I am also passing round a sheet of colour trials of the 20 and 10 piastre 
values printed on paper watermarked Mult. S.G. which were apparently pro~ 
duced in 1935/ 36 in connection with the issue of several new values. 

In the meantime, about 1920, a number of large and small Camels ap~ 
peared overprinted with the word " Specimen", either horizontally or diagun~ 
ally across the corner. Some of these which are perforated and printed m 
fancy colours are obviously colour trials, but the others which are imperf. 
and printed on watermarked paper in the colours of the issued stamps are 
of uncertain status. My own view is that those with the word "Specimen" 
printed horizontally are probably plate proofs canceUed by the printers. 
whereas those with the diagonal overprint ar,e printers' samples taken round 
by De La Rue's travellers when canvassing for orders. Some of these I am 
passing round, others are· in the frames. 

I am also passing round some imperf. Camels not overprinted "Specimen". 
When such stamps are printed on watermarked paper it is very difficult to. 
decide whether they are plate proofs or issued stamps which have escaped 
perforation, but I incline to the view that in most instances they are plate 
proofs. 

Before passing on to the line-engraved issues, I might add that the use 
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cf the word "Specimen" on colour trials and proofs appears to be ·a compa~ 
ratively modern development, and in the past the use of this word on a stamp 
indicated in the majority of cases that it had been overprinted for distribution 
to the various members of the U.P.U. Curiously enough, however, the only 
issues of the Sudan, with one possible exception, so overprinted which are 
lrnown to me are the large Camels overprinted Army Service and possibly 
.also the first issue of Postage Due. Examples of these are in the frames. 

The one exception I have just mentioned is the large Camel 5 piastres 
value, perforated and printed on watermarked paper, which is shown among 
the "Specimens" I have passed round. This may have been prepared for 
issue to the U .P.U. but, if so, it is curious that no other values of the same 
issue are kncwn so overprinted. 

I now turn to the line~engrav.ed issues. 
As far as the Gordon commemorative set is concerned, I show in the 

frames a die proof of Gordon's head printed in red from a die which was 
never used. and two die proofs, whicll ar,e really colour trials, of the 5p. 
·value. 

The Air Mail issues of 1931 and subsequently are very interesting and 
it is quite clear that De La Rue & Co. were asked to work out a design and 
submit wggestions to the authorities. 

A number of essays were produced, of which I have six. Two are shown 
in the frames as they ar,e duplicates in a different colour of two of the four 
I am passing round. The first in date shows a herd of elephants from the air 
.apparently being stampeded by the noise of the aeroplane, whose shadow 
falls across the herd. I imagine this was reproduced from an air photo~ 
·gra-ph. It is printed in two colours and is partly painted in by hand . It would, 
I think, have made an excellent Air stamp, but the authorities evidently 
thought otherwise. 

The other three essays wer,e a lso discarded, but it is clear that they 
formed the basis for the final accepted design as they show Gordon's statue 
.at Khartoum from two different angles, and one is endorsed on the back 
"This arrangement of wording" and another "Plane as this one". 

No doubt further essays were produced before the design was finally 
.approv,ed, but I have not seen them. 

The stamps were to be line engraved and printed in two colours , so se~ 
parate key and duty plates would be required. The usual method of producing 
line~engraved plates is for the design to be engraved in reverse on a soft steel 
plate, which is then hardened. One or more impressions are taken from this 
·on to a soft steel roller under great pressure. The roli.er is then hardened and 
the impression on the roller is transferred on to a soft steel plate of the ap~ 
propriate size as many times as there are to be stamps on the sheet, in the 
present case 50. The plate is then hardened. chromium faced and is ready 
for use. 

As far as the key plate is concerned only one would be required for 
all values, but I have reason to believe that certainly two and probably three 
key plates were used. 

For the duty plates at least one would be required for each value and it 
.appears that at least two were made for the 10 mills. value. 

Some years ago an article appeared in one of the stamp journals by a 
Mr. Weber, of the U.S.A., who stated that two dies had been used for the 
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duty plates of this issue, the difference between the dies being that on some 
values certain faint vertical lines appear in the tablets containing the inscrip~ 
tions a t each end of the stamp, whereas in others no such lines are visible. 

I am unable to explain the presence or absence of these lines, but it is 
quite incorrect to say that two dies were used. Actually what occurred was 
that a single master~die was engraved with the value tablets left blank. From 
this the necessary number of subsidiary dies were prepared as outlined above 
and upon these t he appropriate inscriptions of values were engrav.ed. They 
in turn became the master dies from which each duty plate was made. 

I am passing round a card bearing die proofs of the key die in two eo~ 
lours, also a card bearing die proofs of all the inscriptions and figures of 
value; and in the frames you will see a triple card of 30 die proofs of the 
combined key and unfinished duty die in various combinations of colour. 
This I think was clearly submitted to the postal authorities in Khartoum, as 
it is endorsed "Approved" in the bottom right~ hand corner, and with the 
value to be used endorsed against several of the proofs which are of the 
appropria te colour. 'While these proofs are die proofs, they are in effect 
colour tria ls also. 

All these cards bear Messrs. De La Rue & Co.'s rubber stamp on the 
back. 

1 am also passing round a pa ge of die proofs of the completed duty dies 
of four values printed in blue, and another similar page is in the frames 
where you will also see some further die and plate proofs in various colours. 

I am also passing round two pages of imperforate colour trials on water~ 
marked paper of the 71 and 1 Op. values of 1936. 

Before leaving the Air M ails I wish to refer to three surcharged stamps 
which are something of a mystery. The first two are the 2i piastres on 3 
and 5 mills. surcharged in green instead of black, and the last is the 5 piastre 
instead of 5 mills. on 10 mills. 

N ow these surcharges are, in my opinion , perfectly genuine, and by 
that I mean they were printed from the original setting of the surcharge, 
but whether they ar,e genuine errors or are of proof status, I am unable to 
say. I t is interesting to note that, as far as I am aware, they only came on 
the market within the past two years or so and neither M ssrs. McCorquo­
dale, of Khartoum, who were r,esponsible for the 2~p . surcharge, nor Messrs. 
De La Rue, who did the 5 piastre surcharge, know anything about them. 

All three stamps are known used , but this proves nothing as they have 
no t y et been demonetised, and so can still be used for postage. I may add 
that I have been unable to decipher the date on any used specimens I have 
seen. The B.P.A . in their certificates say of the green surcharges "That 
they are of trial or proof status" , and of the 5p . "That it has been made from 
the origina l type, but that there is no evidence known to the Committee to 
show that it is a genuine error, or trial, or a philatelic fantasy" , so I must 
leave it at that! 

Finally. I am passing round an artist's sketch of a 100 piastre stamp 
submitted in 1931 for a contemplated pictorial issue, but this was strangled 
even before birth by the Governor of the Sudan as it did away with the fa~ 
miliar Camel postman. 
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Note a propos de 1' article 

de Mr. A. S. Mackenzie~ Low sur des 

VARIETES DANS LE TIMBRE DE 20 c. BLEU 

DU CANAL DE SUEZ 

par 

par GABRIEL BOULAD 

Notre eminent Collegue Mr. Mackenzie~Low a publie un article clans 
«The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,» article qui a ete reproduit clans cette 
Revue (No. de J uillet 1953 p. 163), clans lequ.el il parle de certaines varietes 
qu'il a decouvertes clans le timbre de 20 c. bleu du Canal de Suez. 

I! s'agit, en effet, de varietes interessantes qui se reproduisent clans un 
nombre assez considerable de timbres de la planche de 120 pieces de ce tim~ 
bre. I! est vrai qu'on peut observer que ce timbre a ete reproduit lithographi­
quement et que, clans ce procede, il n 'y a pas deux impressions absolument 
identiques. Ce que je dirai plus bas confirme cette observation. I! n' empeche 
cependant que , quand un certain ornement ou dessin se repete clans plusieurs 
exemplaires d 'un timbre a certaines places de la planche et ne se repete pas 
clans d'autres , il y a la une variete semi~constante qu'il est certainement inte­
ressant de noter. 

C'est pourquoi la decouverte de Mr. Mackenzie~Low est inter,essante et 
merite consideration. 

Cependant. comme j'ai eu !'occasion de l'ecrire a cet eminent Collegue, 
les deux varietes par lui indiquees, qu'il appelle A. et B .. ne semblent pas se 
retrouver identiquement clans toutes les feuilles de ce timbre. 

C'est ainsi que, clans la feuille que j.e possede, il n'y a pas identite absolue 
avec la feuille (ou les feuilles) qu'il possede lui~meme. Pour preciser mon obser~ 
vation, je rappelle qu.e la variete A. consiste clans un trait de couleur (bleue) 
qui relie le cordage gauche du mat de misaine (second par la droite) a son 
hunier, et la variete B. consiste clans la moitie superieure de ce trait (V. les 
images de ces varietes reproduites clans I' article). 

Or done voila les differences entre ma planche ,et la planche de Mr. 
Mackenzie~Low. Dans la rangee VII, il note qu 'il y a la variete B. clans le 
2eme timbre, alors que chez moi il n'y en a a peine qu 'une petite amorce. 
Dans les 3me., 4me. et 6me. timbres il n'y a rien chez moi. Dans les Sme. et 
8me. timbres meme observation que pour le 2me • 

En outre, clans cette meme rangee, j'ai la variete A. clans le 9me. tim~ 
bre, alors que Mr. Mackenzie~Low n'en parle pas. 

Dans la rangee VIII. notre Collegue note la variete A. clans le 2me. tim~ 
bre, alors que chez moi r.'est plut6t la variete B. Enfin il note la variete B. clans 
les 9me. et lOme. timbres , alors que chez moi il n'y a rien. 

Comm.e je l'ai deja dit, ces differences dues au procede de reproduction, 
n ' empechent pas la decouverte de Mr. Mackenzie~ Low d 'etre fort interessante. 
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A ce propos, je signale que j'avais fait moi~meme d'autres recherches clans 
<:e timbre et voici ce que j'avais trouve: le 6me. timbre de la 7me. rangee a 
une variete particuliere, qu-i est constante clans toutes les feuilles . Il s' agit d' une 
cassure clans la partie inferieure du cadre ovale. juste au dessus de la lettre 
«S» du mot : « SUEZ »; celle~ci forme une espece ae boucle qui rejoint la 
t ete du « S ». 

En fin j' ai trouve que, dans le 1 er. timbre de la 7me. ran gee, le mat de 
misaine a une forte cassure au has. 

J e ne sais si cette variete est constante; aux specialistes d 'y repondre. 
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* ** 

Enfin pour autant que cela interesse les specialistes, je signale aussi que 
les timbres de la planche qui n 'ont pas des nuages ou presque pas sont les 
suivants : 

Ire. rangee : les Nos. 6, 10. 11 et 12 
2me. » » » 4 
3me. » » » 9 et 10 
4me. » » » 6 et 11 
Smc. » » » 4, 7 et 11 
8me. » )) » 1' 7 et 10 
9me. » » » 2 et 12 

10me. » » » 7 et 11 

Quant au brouillage, il existe chez moi clans le coin superieur gauche de 
la feuille , plus ou moins egalement clans le restant de la partie superieure et 
enfin clans quelques timbres a droite , le long de la bordure ou a cote de celle~d. 

OTTO REICHERT 
NEGOCIANT 

EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

R.C.C. 1935 S.P.E. 308 

GRAND VHOIX de TIMBRES-POSTE 

do MONDE ENTIER 

EXEVUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Rue Emad-EI-Dine 

LE CAIRE 

R. PERULLO 
NEGOCIANT 

EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

R.C.C. 4349 S.P.E. No. 156 

GRAND CHOIX 

DE TIMBRES~POSTE D'EGYPTE, 

DU SOUDAN 

ET DU MOYEN ORIENT 

EN GENtRAL 

13, Rue Adly Pacha 

LE CAIRE 
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ORIGINE DU SERVICE POSTAL EN EGYPTE 

par 

MARIO PIATTOLI 

• Depuis le regne du fondateur de la dynastie de Mohamed Aly il existait 
deja un service postal fonctionnant pour son propr.e comp!e et au benefice du 
Gouv,ernement , mais on n'y recourait que pour I' expedition des lettres pour 
les lointaines regions du Sud. 

:.- L'organisa tion de ce service etait d'ailleurs primitive. 11 y avait plusieurs 
!ignes de courriers sur le parcours desquelles se trouvaient des relais a une 
heur,e de chemin l'une de !'autre. D ans la Basse-Egypte les courses etaient 
journalieres, cl ans l'Egypte Moyenne elles etaient hebdomadaires et pour la 
Haute Egy pte elles n'etaient que mensuelles. 

Les courriers en question etaient enroles par un chef dont ils dependaient 
et qui en assumait la r,esponsabilite. 11 se nommait HASSAN EL BADIHI, et 
jouissant de toute la confiance Souveraine, il s 'averait un important personnage. 

Les courriers qui rejoignaient le Caire se rendaient a la Citadelle, ou resi­
dait le Vice-Roi et ou se groupaient tous les Ministeres . La on prenait en con­
sideration les depeches venant des provinces et apres triage, on les distribm.'it 
aux divers Services Administratifs. 

Pour !'expedition de la correspondance de la Capitale aux provinces. on 
procedait de meme. Les diverses Administrations centrales livraient leurs depe­
ches a la direction du Service Posta l et ce dernier les remettait a Hassan El 
Badihi. 

Ainsi le service,du moins peu rapide. etait neanmoins assez regulier. 
S 'il fallait passer par la , il faut cependant reconnaitre que El Badihi etait 

tres honnete et serviable. 11 avait installe son quartier general clans une petite 
boutique au Mousky, ou il se trouvait toujours. On traitait avec lui le prix Je 
!'expedition, qui n 'etait d'ailleurs jamais excessif, et le pli partait avec ses 
courriers. 

Ce systeme prit fin en 1843. 

Cette meme annee, un Italien plein d'initiative, CARLO MERATTI. 
conc;:ut le dessein d 'instituer a ses risques un semblant de service postal limite 
au transport et a la distribution des correspondances au profit des sujets 
europeens qui habitaient alors Alexandrie et Le Caire, mais dont la plupart 
peuplaient la premiere. 

Entretemps clans cette ville les lettres arrivaient tour a tour de l'etranger 
pour 1es europeens et leur distribution avait lieu par I' en tremise des chancel­
leries consulaires. La chancellerie du Consulat de France livrait les lettres 
arrivees de France; celle du Consulat Britannique la correspondance arrivee 
d ' Angleterre, et ainsi de suite. 

Ce fut a lors que Meratti ouvrit clans un petit coin de la Place des Consuls, 
une sorte de bureau postal pour la correspondance arrivant d 'Europe ou des-
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tinee a !'Europe. Moyennant une faible retribution, il se chargeait de livrer a 
bord des bateaux qui partaient les lettres qu 'on lui avait remises; et il se rendait 
a bord proposer aux capitaines d,e se charger de la distribution clans son. 
bureau de la correspondance qu'ils apportaient de l'etranger. 

On comprend que ce nouveau systeme rencontrait !'approbation et la 
sympathie de la part de ces derniers, qui se debarrassaient ainsi d'un travail 
superflu. · 

Mais les Europeens venaient d'Alexandrie et d 'Europe peupler progres­
sivement la Capitale, aussi les · Consulats etai.ent debordes pour la distribution 
de leur correspondance. 

Cela donna !'occasion a 'Meratti d'ouvrir une succursale de son bureau 
au Caire, et les Consuls furent heur,eux que la question fiit ainsi resolue. 

Le quartier du Mousky fut c4oisi a cet effet et ce bureau par la suite 
· fonctionna si regulierement qu 'il continua son service pour longtemps entre Le 

Caire, Alex'andrie et J'Etranger. 
Quand Meratti mourut, son neveu Tito Chini prit la suite de l'affaire. 

S'averant fructueuse et importante, il s'associa en 1848 a son ami GIACOMO 
MUZZI. qui brillait par son talent et son esprit d'initiative. Les bureaux pos-· 
taux du Caire et cl' Alexandrie prir,ent de I' essor et devinrent une Administra­
tion tellement vitale que les deux organisateurs la denommerent « POST A 
EUROPEA ». 

Le Gouvernement Egyptien laissa faire, d'autant plus que le public don­
nait tout son appui a cette entreprise privee qui fonctionnait a merveille. 

En 1854 les deux ltaliens etendirent leur service en ouvrant clans la Basse-· 
Egypte plusieurs autres bureaux egalement bien administres. Ces bureaux 
furent relies aux grands centres du Caire et d'Alexandrie et leur nombre 
s'accrut considerablement. 

Enfin, un chemin de £er de l'EtCJt fut cree le long du Delta: d'abord entre 
Alexandrie et Damanhour, puis jusqu'a Kafr-el-Zayat par la liaison du pre­
mier grand pont lance sur le Nil, et tour a tour a Tantah, Benha et au Caire. 

C'etait en !'an 1856 et ce fut un succes pour l'Egypte, qui s'ouvrait ains~ 
la voie vers la civilisation occig.entale. 

Chini et Muzzi ftirent evidemment les premiers qui se servirent du che­
min de fer pour l'echange et le transport des correspondances, en supprimant 
progressivement les courriers primitifs. 

lis reussirent meme a obtenir !'octroi de transporter l<'l correspondance 
gratuitem.ent, se chargeant en echange de faire de meme pour le courrier 
Gouvernemental, sous leur responsabilite. · 

Cela amena l'Etat a la suppression presque totale en 1862 de son Admi­
nistration Postale assez imparfaite, et il fut octroye aux deux . Itali.ens par· 
« firman » le monopole absolu de !'important Service clans tout le territoire­
egyptien, pour la duree de dix ans. 

Ce nouvel etat de choses obligea Chini et Muzzi de recourir a !'aide d'un 
troisieme associe qui fiit a meme de diriger avec grande competence !'Admi­
nistration. 

Aussi ils s'adresserent a Turin au Directeur General des Postes Italiennes. 
Le choix tomba sur VITTORIO CHIOFFI, un jeune milanais qui posse-
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dait toutes les qualites pour remplir ces fonctions, et qui avait acquis une tres 
vaste experience aupres de maintes Administrations Postales Europeennes. 

Sa collaboration intelligente d'expert et sa tenacite donnerent un nouvel 
elan a !'Organisation. 

Mais Chini mourut, helas, d'un accident inopine en 1864. Ce fut un triste 
evenement pour ses collegues qui redoublerent d 'efforts. Aussi ils entreprirent 
en plus que le transport de la correspondance, de transporter par chemin de 
fer du numeraire pour les transactions commerciales. 

Ce service etait jusque~la monopolise par les Chemins de Fer de l'Etat, 
mais moyennant le droit d 'une taxe au Gouvernement ils en furent autorises . 

L'argent en question requis des Provinces servait a l'achat surtout du 
coton, principale ressource du Pays; et les montants a expedier etaient parfois 
considerables. De toute fac;on, les deux Italiens s 'y prirent aisement a l'entiere 
satisfaction du public. 

Nubar Pacha, premier Ministre du Khedive Ismail. constatant le deve­
lcppement economique progressif atteint par la « POSTE EGYPTIENNE », 
s'alarma de ce qu'un pouvoir si parfaitement organise ffit entre les mains de 
deux etrangers. Aussi il regretta !'octroi du monopole, qui aurait dfi expirer 
deux ans plus tard. 

De plein accord avec son Maitre le Khedive, il s'adressa au banquier 
franc;ais DERVIEU qui fut charge de traiter avec MUZZI. Sous pretexte de 
racheter de lui ce monopole afin de l'exercer clans ses propres inten~ts , DER~ 
VIEU conclut avantageusement 1' affaire . 

MUZZI fut peut~etre amene a cette resolution par suite du chagrin que 
la mort de son grand ami CHINI lui avait occasionne. Cependant lorsqu'il 
s'aperc;ut , mais trop tard , que DERVIEU n 'etait qu 'un intermediaire du Gou~ 
vernement, et que le rachat du monopole restait tout a l'avantage de ce dernier. 
il en ressentit de 1' amertume. 

L'Etat Egyptien s'empressa neanmoins de le dedommager en lui oc~ 
troyant le titre de Bey et le nommant Directeur General des Postes d'E~ 
gypte, qui succedaient a la « Poste Europeenne ». devenant en 1865 une 
Administration de la plus haute importance parmi les Institutions de l'Etat. 

Bibliographie : GABRIELE VALLE BEY, Origines de la Poste Egyptienne. 
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ALEXANDRIE - EGYPTE 
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R.C. 31116 - S.P.E. 935. 

AGENT POUR L'EGYPTE 1 

CATALOGUE OLIVA ...... ..... .... .. . P.E. 100. 

CATALOGUE SASSONE .. .. ....... . . .. 100. 

CATALOGUE ZUMSTEIN .. . ...... . .. 150. 

CATALOGUE MICHEL~SENF 
(Europe) ........ . ..... . .. . ... . . . ... . .. 175. 

CATALOGUE THIAUDE 
(France & Colonies) ~ ., 

20. ...... .... .. .... .. _,.-

-------

Je prie les philateli _<:s de m'adresser: MANCOLISTE 

------du m'2_nh .entier. - Prix defiant toute concurrence. r--

CLASSEURS- CHARNIERES 

PINCES PHILATELIQUES 
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