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Dr. G’ORDON V‘IARD, FIRIPQSIL.; RoDlPo-

It is with very real pleasure that we offer our warmest congratulations
to Dre Gordon Ward upon his election to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists
this year. His interest in modern issues, in partiocular, is well known to all
moembeurs of the Circle as, indeed, it is wherever there is an interest in
philately and it is, therefore, most plcasing that his work, extending over sc
many yoars, has now been recognised by this high awarde

This election brings the total number of Cicle members, past and
presont, whes have roceived this high honour to seven — Dre We Byam, OeBeEaj
Ibrahim Chaftars He Re Holmes; Ae Se Mackenzie-Low; Pe Le Pembertong
Je Ke Sidecbottom; and Dr. Gordon Warde.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS.

12. Cols Richard Stead, 01d Meadows, Albert Drive, Degahwy, NeWalese

54. Brigadier Ce De Rawson, CeBeEe; DeSe0o, Bentley Wood Cottage,
West Winterslow, Nr. Salisbury, Wiltse.

80« Do He Humphriss, Datcha, Hookwood, Kr. Horley, Surrey.
81e Captain Lionel Phillips, 63, Ellesmore Road, Weybridge, Surreye
NEW MEMBERS.

82+ Socrate The. Saoulli, PeOeB. 70, Nicosia, Cypruse
83« Gs Te Hochstein, 230 Collins Street, (Room 206) Melbourne, Cel., Australice
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THE POSTS OF GREAT BRITATN IN EGYPT.

b_y Brig. C-D-Ramcn, C.B.E.; D.Sooo

A series of covers and fronts from the stoek of Messrs. P.L.Pemberton
have recently come into the possession of several members of the Cirele.

I present a tabulated statement showing details of these from August
1873 to which others dated prior to these have been added, and it is énteresting
to follow the sequence through the years 1869 to 1878,

There are one or two curious anomalies difficult to explain which ococu:
at the time of the change in postal rates under the Universal Postal Union in
July 1875 and any suggestions as to the ceason for these would be welcomes

The letters in every case but one emanated from the Branch Office of th:
Bank of Egypt in Alcxandria and were sent to the Head Office of that Bank in
London. It will be scen that shortly after the:inauguration of the UePuU. in
August 1875 the postal clerk correctly applied a 2id stamp to the letter, but on
thc next three posts of which we have letters, he made it Ad. Then two months
afterwards he went back to Z%d but added a 30c French stamp. It would be
interesting to know how much he put on for other posts during these two months.
It can be assumed that the postal clerk was a reliasble official. After this
variant, he continued quite correctly with 23d stamps until 7 November }876m
when he put on 5d ( probably a double letter) , but why did he put on 83d on
25 March 1877 T  Was there some misunderstanding at the time of the inauguration
of the UsPeUs, or was there some Jocal amendment to the UeP.U. regulations during
the months October 1875 to January 1876 ¢ Alteenatively was it only because the
Bank had run out of British stampse? So far as is known in the Circle this is the
only cover known of combined British and French postage emanating from Egypt.
There are several covers known from British possessions Franked by British stamps:
which passed through the French PeO. in Alexandria and on which French stamps werc
added for accountancy purposcss
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POSTAL, MARKINGS  ASSORTED.

Gordon Werd, M.Da
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Odd postmarks which I have acquired from time 40 time appear illustrated
herewith but it must be understood that these illustrations are no more than
diagrams. I have often left out serifs, or made my circles either too small or
too large. Moreover, I cannot teach myself to draw an ovale. Many of these mark:
nave been shown to our Study Circle but I trust that some other readers may alco
find them nevel enough to be of interest.

1. This appears in red wpon a cover directed from Alexandria %o Iondon via
Marseillese It arrived in London on 29.8.70« There secems t0o have been =a
stamp, in the bottom left corner, ocancelled with one of ROL stamps, but -
remalning traces are very slighte There are no other postal markings
except a manuscript ® Recomandirt %.

9. It was old Sam Briggs who founded the firm of Briggs & Co. and he carricd
India letters across Egypte However the cover from which the illustratior
is taken scems to have originated in Alcxandria on 8.4.1845. According to
L'Orient Philatelique of July 1914, which contains an excellent article on
the subject, this cachet is excessively rare, much more rare even than
most of those of 'Waghorn ! .

3. This obliterator is used on a postoard from Egypt to Switzerland. It is
twice struck and the insoription seems to include ™ QE.LIOYD" A member
of the Egyptian S.0. said that he remembered this boat, had travelled on
it, and believed that it had been absorbed by one of the larger lines, but
had never heard that it carried maile The date is 3.1l.04 and the card
arrived as Basle two days later. No other example of this mark is known
to the Circlc.

4. Numbers 4 and 7 appear on the same cover together with the mark of the
Egyptian P.O. at Holiopolis. The cover is adddessed to himself by an
eminent philateliste It would be interesting to know what was happening
at Heliopolis on this dates The Times History of the War ( 22 volumes )
has a picture of the camp but has nothing to say of any aerodrome there.
Nor does the extensive index afford any oclue.

5. I havc this mark on two coverse One has Egyptian stamps and the others
dated 3004405, was from Belgium to Indiae There is nothing very
renarkable about this mark except that it has usually escaped desoription
by writers on the Suez-Bombay sea poste -

A  This is on a cover from Mexico ( 7.5.15 ) to Port Saide It ties to the
envclope a censorship label which itself ocovers the Port Said arrival
mark and another censor mark "Passed by Censor No. 3 " in a single line
circlee The label ighh highly decorative bluc label often secen on covers
of this period. The mark illustrated seems to have been peculiar %o
Port Saidc ’

8+ Various post offices and agents have used marks indicating that a letter
addressed to a ship could not be delivered becausc the ship had salled.
In this case a private company seems 40 have undertaken the forwarding of
the letter which did, after many adventures, reach the addressee after he
had left hie ship, in Australiae. It may be noted that the letter is _
addressed "c/o Se.Seslargs Bay, bound for Australia, Oalling at Suez,Egypt.
It may well be that the coaling wharf of this Company was the only spot at
which the ship called. It is evident from the existence of a rubber starp
that forwarding of letters was a usual part of the Coaling Company's
business. The letter had left Englamd on 28+4¢25 and in its atterpt to
catch the ship had visited Alexendria, Port Taufig and Port Said (17.5e¢25)
as well as Sueze.
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This appears on a oover from 0airo ( 4¢8.18 ) to Paris ( 5.9+18 ). The cover
hag been opened and censored. It seems to have originated with a French
military unit but the merk is too faint to read more than the word # Armoc® .
1t was posted at an Egyptian offioces Another five-pointed star mark appears
on two letters addressed by a lady at Ibrahimia 4o a member of HeMs Forocse
These arc dated 20+5.18 and 177.18« The star is absent from three other
covers from the seme series. Further information may show that this is an
Egypbian mark. : :

This is a Cairo mark struck in red on-a cover dated 6.2.34 from Budapest to
Cairo. The space below the centre contains an arabic inscriptions, There is
also in black a boxed mark reading ®Unclaimed/ arsbic / Non Reclame ". It
is perhaps remarkable that although the letter reached Cairo on 26412%4 1t
was not Fforwarded until 6.2¢35 ( for ge2.34 must be a mistake )« This was
perhaps due to the rather casual address % Miss Evelyn Burford, English
{eacher, arrived 1933, Cairo ", :

This is not the usually encountered postmark of the Simon Arzt store at Port
Snid. A search of the "Petit Larousse! dictionary was indicated by the word
10aisse! « It was learnt that it was at first equivalent to the English
tcases meaning a box or ocontainer, but there were many secondary meaningse

A "oaisse d'epargne postale" was one of those quoted.: On turning to
"Epargne" it eppeared that a calsse dfepargne was an’ "etablissement
finoncier qui recoit de tres petites sommes de 1 fre a 1,500 fr." None of
this was vory helpful but the general impression derived was that o noaisae”
in the postal sense must be a counter in a post offlces :Letters handed

over this counter would then receive a %"oaisse" postmark, whereas those
posted in a lotter box would receive a normal mark in the sorting department.
The only ozample I possess of this mark is obviously philatelic and this
again points to a special service for which one would have to go to a
countera : '

This is one of those early oensor marks of which Mons. Gebriel Boulad wrote
so well in L'Orient Philatelique of October, 1946. They were used only for
about two weeks from 4 September, 1939s They were then changed for others
which inoluded arsbic wordinge The mark with "No.3." in the centre was_not
xnown 4o M. Boulad when he wrote but two copies have now been seen ~ one I
gent him without recording the date and anather dated 1849439 on a letter
from Port Said to Englamd. ’ s Ry

This postmark has recently been replaced after being in use since the
expulsion of Farouk on 26¢7.52 or as soon thereafter as a die comld be mades
The inscription M"Aerodrome L. du Oaire * ias said to be short for

¥ acrodrome Internationale du Caire ". My only copy os the replacement
postmark reads *Aerodrome du Caire " and is dated 28.2¢53. The postmark
illustrated is not one that commonly reaches this country and is nearly

always a back starpe
This is one of the less usual British military camp postmarkse

This is on a cover dated 29.11e15 which has four other boxed postal markings
reading (1) From prisoner of war (2) Free (3) Turkish, and (4) Passed by
Censor. 1t is not however a philatelic cover, being sent by Cosnma
Papadopoulos to the Interpreter at the 16th Station Hospital at Lermos and
sent via Ooiro and Alexandria to that destination.
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Cachet of No. 19 fItalian Internee Camp " at Geneifa. I have only two
examples of this, dated 20.8.40 and 14.9.41. They are written by different
persons but both desoribe the location, on the flaps of their envelopes, as
being at Geneifa. Other covers from this camp, dated 191241 § 26412641}
20410443 ; 28611,43, ( this alone admits that the camp was at Faued ) and
1.3.44 lack this.marke In the Philatelist for September, 19571. there is a
note about these coverss A Mr¢ Leo. Fo Goerth of Cincinatti nus sorted
some thousands of Middle East covers and reports that about 104 of the
Internee covers bore this mark. A single cover only bore the handstamp

f Ttalion Internee Camp / Ramscs City / Embabch ¥, A letter Prom Mre. Goeri
says that he had only about 200 Italian internee covers altogether.

16+

A PROBLEM- by Gordon Ward, M.D.

The war time postmark with the symbol * E.601 " was undoubtedly used at
gairo. I have covers dated as follows -

1939. October. 6 covers. Novomber 9 covers. Dccember. None,
1940, January. None. February. 2 covers. Marohe 7 covers. Later. 17 ooverse

» The problem is to explain why there are no Qairo covers in December, 1939 and
Jonuary, 1940e Before answering it one ought to consider the distribution od
E.602 ( Aloxandria ) covers -

1929« Ootobers 3 covers. November, 3 coverss Deocember, 14 ooverss
1940. January, 14 ooverse. February, 6 ocovers. Mafoh, 9 covers. Later 13 coverse

In both cascs these 'Later! covers are well distributed in other months. it
is only from December 1939 to February 1940 that something seems wronﬁ. There
are only 2 covers from Cairo, both in February. At the same time the Alexandria
govers increase greatly, showing 34 oovers from thosc same monthse. There would
scom to be only one possible explanation, namely, that letters ocolleoted in Oairc
during that period were sent off to Alexandria to be cancelled. But what was the
cause 9 That I do not knowe Perhaps a Iucky bomb destroyed the Cairo offioces

Perhaps, on the other hand, Cairo was served out with an E«.602 handstamp in
error. There are two supposed Alexandria morks - BePeOs Ee602 and MePsOo E.602.
The latter is rare. I have one cover from Douglas MoNeille to Brigadier Grylls.
Tasre is no doubt that McNeille whose location on the £lap of his envelope is
*Army &udit Office, Headquarters Brit. Troops, Egypt was stationed at Cairo. Thi
cover is dated 3.2.40. Mr, Gilbert has a cover dated 20.1.40 and I possess (but

cannot find at the moment) two covers dated 22.3.40 and 30.104%39. I know of no
other covers with this MePeOe. E.602 marka

It is surcly very suspicious that thesec four covers are all within or very
close to the period during which the proper Cairo E.f02 is absente.

On the whole it secms wise to assume for the present that during December
E?BQ, Jonuary and part of February 1940 Cairo was using the Alexandria number
{uPeOs Ee602e




