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THE WATERMBRKS OF THE DE LA RUE ISSUES OF EGYPT, 18Y9 = 1902.

by Ae Je Revell.

cantinued from page 724

Diagram of a full sheet ( Not to scale )

The heavy lines in the corners represent the "SPACER"
watermarks in the position they would occupy if the
shect was positioned correot}x.
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the Gutter Marzin ¥atermark.

This appeared only on the central yvertical "gutter" margin and is in the
form of the words, "POSTES EGYPTIENNES" , spaced out the wholeglength of the
vertioal margin between the four panes of the gheet of 240 stampse ( See
diagramatic drawing of full sheet.)

The "3Spacer" Watermark,

This is a right-angled bracket in each corner of each pane to enable ( I
assumc ) the printers to position the sheets so that-the "Star and Crescent!
watermark became centralised on each stamp, On g correctly positioned sheet this
" 3pacer’ watermark would become obliterated by the teeth of the perforating "
machine, but should the sheet be incorrectly positioned this watermark would
hecome apparent on either the sheet margins or

. C on the corner stamps of each pane.
pither 1In a vertical or horizontal position or even bothe . ’

their work to a high degrec of
accuracy.

Small watermarked crosses also appear in six positions on the sheet margins.
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i ln“Fhe commencement of this article I mentioned that the two varieties of.
u{;:maxﬁ appeared only up to 1884 but there is one other item that I fool ought
6 mentioned that appears after 1884. This is on the 2 milliemes value '
va%igf? ) of 1902, and is a " NO WATERMARK " variety. I have three copies of this
oo ofJ: All these are postmarked ALEXANDRIE and dated 26+VI1.04« This points to

: ;wzrgrﬁggble oagses :E dI.hThzsz Szamps are from an unwatermarked shcct.
i LS m a watermarked shee hat was so badly positioned th -
Printed on what was to be the sheet margin, i 2 Shey Waae

These are the only three copies I know of end are not listed by Zeheri.
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The 1914 Piotorial Issue opre La Rue.

In 1914 De La Rue brought out their well known Pictorial issue also bearing
the "Star and Crescent " watermark. As previously mentioned, it was only on thn
" gphinx and Pyramid ® issues of 1879-1884 that the two different types of
watermark appeared and after that the watermark was always Type II until the
" cessation of these issues.

But, now the inexplicaeble appears in the Porm of these two types of water-
~mark again making their appearance in 1914 after a lapse of 20 years, and the
question remains, WHY ? A check list of this issue follows and it will be motic:r
that there are five different types of watermark 4o be found on the 5 millieme
Valu.e ®

Check List of the two sizes of
watermark on the Pictorial Issues of 1914.
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The Zeheri items listed in the Remarks column appertain to stamps I have no%

';;°¥Iand therefore cannot say whether these are to be found with watermarks Type I
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In conclusion I should like to thank Colonel Danson for the loan of his
anes and blocks, W.H.Cheavin Por his close co~operation in providing the Electron
Radiographs, and members of the Egypt Study Cirsle in giving their valuable help.
“Jthough I feel that the study is as near complete as possible I should welcome
any new information or variety being brought to my notice.

THE EXPRESS LETTER ST&MPS .

Some Notes prepared by Captain Lionel Phillips from a letter
received from Mre. Gs Te Houston of lMelbourne Australia. (No.83).

Varieties of the First Issue. 25 November, 1926.

One stamp in the first vertical row ( position unknown ) has a sonstant groen
dot protruding to the right, from the middle of the "0 of 20. Thesc stamps show
the background shading carried to the perforation on three sides, but not past the
left~hand framelinc opposite the margin.

One stamp, presumably from the bottom row of the pane shows the background
shading carried to the left, top and right perforations, but only a & m.me past
the bottom framzlinec.

Une stamp on cover, presumably from the fifth vertiocal row of stamps has tho
baciground shading carried to all perforations except the right-hand side.

Two stamps from thc same gosition have a number of constant green dots ~
(1) Just over "R' of Expres.
(2)  On horizon under first palm tree on the left.
(%) Inside the front wheel rim ( extreme left ).
(4) Over the fzero " ( dot ) of the Arabic numeral 20.

Both above stamps show also a double hairline going right through the stamp,
transversing the rear wheel, and touching the "T" of Egypte.

Varietics of the 1929-42% Issuce

An examination of complete panes of 50 stamps, Controil A/%6, show the
iollowing casily noticeable flaws :— Nos. from left to right, 1 to 5, 6~10, ctce
WP to 46~50 in the bottom horizontal rowe .

Stamp No. 9. 2 dots of screen ( centre ) missing. Top centre.
10. Broken shading right panel over Arabic letter T.
12. 4 dots of screen joined in a cross near head.

iS. Flaw in foliage of second tree from left.
14, Whitc dot over "M" of ROYAUME,






