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DISPLAY GIVEN BY THE EGYPT STUDY OIRGCLE
T0 THE ROYAL PHILATELIO SOCIETY, LONDON on 17 MARGCH, 1955.

The following account of the Display is extracted from the June number of

"THE LONDON PHILATELIST " by the kind permission of its Editor - Mr. Arnoid M.
Strange.

" The Display, which contained many unique items end rarities, was wresented
by the Members of the EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE.
The following is a résumé of the exhibits whioch has been ocompiled with the
assistance of Martin Csbourn..-Smith. ’
The display ocommenced with the early postel markings of Egypt inoluding
Arebio worded seal franks, the franks of the Posta Europea, Egyptian Transit Com-

‘pany and the services of Lieutenant Waghorn, with the only known Posta Europesa
marking from Galiub and a ocover bearing the oachet " Oare of Mr. Waghorn,Cossier'.

Consuler postal services of France, Austria , Great Britain, Greeos, Italy,
and Russia operating in Egypt followed. Interesting among the Freneh itoms were
Hapoleonio covers, oachets applied in Egypt during the Frenoh oocupation, 17388 ~
1801. Undor the Austrian Post Offioce appeared the only known exampie of tho
marking " Austrian Llovd Office at Alexandria ¥ and a ocover boarimne +he. e oo -
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‘Bgypt and struck " BOL ". Under the Greek Offioce sppeared a ocover franked with
two copies of 20 para 1867 from Alexandria to Syra, oarried by the Egyptian mail
service and franked on arrival with a Greek 20 lepta to pay for loecal delivery at
Syras the only known exemple of this service. The Italian ocovers inoluded items
franked with the rare markings " Pirosoafi Postali Inglesi "™ and " Piroscafi
postali Austriaci, " and a cover franked with the Egyptain 1866 2 piastres bisect-
ed, together with an Itallan stamp. A large number ofvery rare eovers from the
Russian Post Offioes ocompleted this seotion. _ ;

Unfortunately Circle members in Egypt were not allowed to send stamps: but
Ahmed Mazloum provided some exoellent photographs of the adhesives used at the
French offices in Egypt, illustrating the settings of the wvarious overprints.

Essays and proofs included many unique iters - of partioular interest were the
pellas essays for the first issue of 1866, th.se designed to celebrate the
inauguration of the U.P.U. in 1876, and many others for the first Fuad portrait
issuc of 1923~4. The first issue of 1866 clearly illustrated the various Types of
the 20 para the 2 and b plastres and contained many rare covers and blooks.
Displays of the second and third issues ooncentrated on showing the positions of
various f£laws on the plates and differences between the printings : one, the
f gar+wheel " flaw on the 20 para, 1867, in a large mint blocks -

"Enypt used abroad " included oxamples of tho Leros and Jaffa eancellations.

Cafipaign markings of the British Army in Egypt in 1882 were then shown, also
covers rolating to the Sudan ocampaigns: emongst thesoc were letters to and from
General Gordon and many unusual cancellations. The postal history of the wvarious
armies operating in Egypt during the two world wars were accompanied by some
interesting diagrams showing the looations of the Post Offices.

Various types and varieties of the stemps and postal markings of the Suez
Canal Company were well illustrated, and with them were photographs provided by
Jean Boulad of Ismailia: also a representative selection of the Egyptain Postal
markings.

Thegoriginal Artists! drawings in the possession of the Uirole ineluded the
fourth and fifth issues, together with the womplete set of approved engravers!'
proofs in oolour for the issue of 1914.

Crown overprints were represented by errors of overprint issued normally and
genuinely used postally. And thore were some interesting flaws and retouches
among the Puad and Farouk portralt issued .

Items of the a%;mail soervices of the country included covers ocarried on pioneer
flightsand by thefomorgenoy alrmail sersioce of 1919.

In conolusion there were displays of the express letter post, British Army Post,
postage due end officinl stomps. Among‘the latter was a blook of 14 of the small
insoription 15 millidmes offiolal stamp of 1922 with the error O.HsEesMeSe, S.G.034.
Finally ax illustration of tho research work on the® -erlier postal markings of
Egypt by Re Seymour Blomfield of U.S.A.

At approximately 4.0 p.m. the President invited Dr. William Bysm, Chairman of
the Egypt Study Oirels to say a few words about the Oircle and the Display and, in
doing so, expressed the pleasure of the Fellows and Menmbers at seeing Dr. Byam here
agalne

Dr. Byam read out the following ocablegram he had received from Mre Ahmed Mazloum,
President of the Egypt Philatelio Sooiety t- '

" Dootor William Bysm, Chairmen Egypt Study Oirele, Royal philatelio Soociety,

" 41 Devonshire Plaoe, London. . ‘

Wishing sincerely every suococess for Cirecle Display.
(" sgde) Ahmed Mazloums
President Egypt Philatello Soelety, Cairo.
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might, as a delicate compliment, consider issuing a series of line engraved :
stamps illustrating the portraits of some of the great personalities who had done
so muoh for Egypt, notably Waghorn, De Lesseps, Muzzl, Kitchener, Cromer and
Possibly even leguibe e

He then gave a review of the work of the Circle and by its individual Members,
outlining the developments in certain major studies. First he paid warm tribute
to the pioneer work of those who had sinoe passed on, notably that of J«C.Besly,
J.JeBramble, E.F.Hurt, Douglas McHeill, JeKeSidebottom, RiJeCeThompson,
G.R,Worthington-Wilmer and George Zeheri: and also %o those still actively
engaged in the Oircle's worke Although it would be invidious %o mention by name
every member, he wished to acknowledge the work done by John HeEs Gilbert, Vioe-
Chairman of the Cirole, who was _responsible for organlsing this Display and to
thank the following members s~ Ibrahim Ohaftar who, by his researches into the postal
archives in Egypt, had thrown much likht on the early postal history and the way the
postal sorvices were ocarried out under the administration of the Italiansg and,
subsequently, when Egypt made ocontaot with that great firm ~ Messrs De La Rue &
Company — researches whioch were of enormous value. Jean Boulad d'Humierds of the
guez Canal Company, another member, had produced great work for the Qircle; of -
Wembers in the United States of Amerioca, Seymour Blomfield, Charles 'Fox, and Peter
smith had ocontributed largely to the Qirole's success. C.DeRawson had done
important work concerning Napoleon's invasion of Egypt in 1798 and attention was
drawn to the four entires of this era included in tho displaye Partiocularly he
wished to pay tribute to the work done by a siock men ~ Ce Minett ~ on the
postal servioes in Egypt during the two World Wars, work Eroduoed by ‘him whilst
in a sanatorium: also to research work by J.R.Danson on the various campaigns
in the Sudan, and many othors. : e

Last, but by no means least, ho praised the work of FeS.Mumford in connection
with the Cirole's " Quarterly Ciroular " whioh made publio the knowledge
acquired, and the devoted iabours of AsS.Mackenzie~Low, Keeper of the Circle's
Philatelic Record, he being one of the fdunder members of the Oircles

The Fellows and Mombers of the Royal Philatolio Soolety would see in this
Display evidence of the many phases of the Oircle's work whioh had been exhibit-

ed as a tokdn of gratitude to the Scoiety for its hospitality during the past
geven yearse

On bohalf of 4the Society Mre We Ewart Gerrish, Vice~President, expressed
thanks to the Egypt Study Cirole for thelr fino displag-and also to those
members of the Oirole who had, this afternoon, given the Soocioety the benefit
of their combined knowledge of the Posts of Egypt from its inooptiom.

Upon receipt of Ahmed Mazloum's cablegram, reported above, Dr., Byam sent the
following roply :-

" Ahmed Mazloum, Baocos, Alexandrias, Egypte

Egypt Study Circle members reoiproocate fraternal greetings from you
and their other friends in Egypt.

Byam. f






