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STUDY TI.

THE HISTORY OF THE EGYPTIAN POST OFFIOES .IN TURKEY, THE RED SEA ARFA
AND THE SUDAN, ( before 1896 ), THEIR DURATION, THE STAMPS USED IN
THEM AND THE POSTAL RATHES AND ROUTESe

by Oharles Fox,

At the time when this Study was undertaken only two offioclal sources of
information on the subjeot were known to tho Study Oirole and these sources were
both confllioting and inoomplete in the light of existing postmark evidencos
Therefore, in the Interim Report (1) tentative dates of opening and olosing of
the offices were proposed, based on a study of these gources, postmark dates
recorded by numerous ocolleotors and information found in various works of
referencos ..

During the years sinoce the publication of the Interim Report some oxtremely
valuable offioial records have been discovered, and much new informetion has been
recorded in the pages of The Quarterly Oiroular and L'Orient Philateliques The
task of the writer in preparing this prosent Report has therefore been mainly
oditorial, with the purpose of summarizing, in a convenient form for reference,
the new data whioh have boon discoverod. Our knowledge of the subjeot is still
ingomplote, however, and 1t is hoped that the comments given here on certain
sti1]1 unanswered questions will stimulate the recording of further data and
additional research work. Those interested are urged to oonsult the many
exocllent artioles in L'Orient Philatelique on various phases of the subject,
zlnoe the information given in this Report is oonsideragly oondensed in order

O save space.

The plan of this Report is, with ona oxception, the same as that of the
Interim Report, ieees (A), the post offlces in the Levant, but here also
including Jeddas (Bv, he fost oPfices in the Red Sea area; (0), the post
Offices in the-Sudan. Place names given in the text are in the cormonly
?goepted versions, the actual spellings used .on the postmarks are given in Table

+ Numbers shown thus § (1), identify sources consulted, whioh are Yisted at
the end of the Report. :
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A. POST OFFIOES IN THE LEVANT.

Opening and closing dates.

The first regular Egyptian post offioces established in Turkish territdry:
were opened in 1865, at Jedda on June 8; at Constantinople on June 13, and at
Smyrna on November 14, This information is given in a letter dated 1866 written
by Ge Muzzi, Postmaster~General, to the Ministry of -Finange, in reply to an
enquiry coneerning the status of these officess (2)

Opening and olosing dates for all post offlces are found in two documents in
the Egyptian Postal Museum: (a)s files of the official Postal Circulars, public
announcements of changes in, or:additions to, the postal service; and (b), the
Inventory of Postal Documents, & file of monthly reports from all offices giving
the ocurrent finanocial and personnel status of each offioce (3) o Table I, compiled
from the data in these two souroces, ils arranged in chronological order of opening
dates according to the Postal Oiroulars. :

It is apparent that these two souroces agree quite closely, except for the
opening dates for Chios, Dardanelles, Galipoll and Mitylene, and for the closing
date for Tenedoss In the oase of Tenedos the few postmarks so far receorded all
bear dates of 1871 and 1872 and while there is reason t0 believe that some of
these are forgeries, the deate of 1872 seems to be aocceptable, at least for the
presente. In the case of the other four towns, the writer belleves that post
offices of some sort did exist there prior to the Postal Qiroular opening dates,
but the writer's hypothesis ooncerning these post offices is, for want of evidence,
too conjectural to be disomssed here,

The Inventory opening dute of May 1865 for Oonstantinople is explained by
reference (2) which states that a Postmaster and an assistant arrived in
Constantinople on May 9, but that postal service did not beginuntil June 13.
Thus a report on finances and personnel, submitted for the Inventory, would
normally have been requiredfor the month of May. The early Invensory dates for
Salonica and Tenedos may be due to the same reason, while the August 1870 reports
for other offices may have inocluded the last two weecks of July.

Confirmation of the opening dates given in the Postal Olroulars for Jedds,
Constantinople and Smyrna is found in reference (2) and confirmation of the June
1881 closing dates is found in the Postal Report for 1881 whioch states that * the
eight post offices in Turkey were closed on July 1 ®. Partial confirmation of
opening dates for other offices is ftund in reference (4) but the list given dhe:
includes only ten offices and several of the dates do not agree with t hose in
Table I. Although "Les Postes en Egypte " was an official publication it was nocv,
in the opinion of the writer, intended to be an accurate reference work and since
1§tgas been found to contain several errors it is referred to in this Report omly
with caution. :

The Postal Circular (5) ennouncing the opening of the 1870 group of post
offices inocludes an office at Syra which, for the record, is inocluded in Table I
but which is omitted from further consideration since, in ‘the opinion of the writer,
this office, if it ever existed, must have beeno f extremely short duratione No
Egyptian postmarks from such an office have evar been recorded and in view of the
feot that Syra at the time was an important shipping ocentre this lack of postmarks
strongly indiocates that mo Egyptian post office ever operated there.
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TABIE TI.
Postal Circulars. Postal Inventory.

Post Office. Open. Closes : Open. ; Close.
Jeddae June 8, 1865. June 30, 1881. July 1865. June - 30, 1881.
Constantinople. June 13, 1865. —- May 1865, =
Smyrna. Nove. 14, 1865. - Nov. 1865. ‘ -
Dardanelles. June 10, 1868. - Sept. 1867. -
Gallipolisg - - Nov. 1867. =
Alexandrctta. July 14, 1870. TFeb. 15, 1872. Auge 1870. Febe 1872.
Beirut. - - July, 1870 -
Cavalla. - - Aug. 1870 -

Chios. - June 30, 1881. Wove 1869.  June 30, 1881.
Jaffae. - Feb. 15, 1872. July. 1870. Febs 1872.
1agose - ey - Auge 1870 -
Latakiae - - - e
Mersina. - : - - =
Mitylenes - June 30, 1881. Jan. 1870. June 20, 1881.
Salonicae. - Feb. 15, 1872. June, 1870. Feb. 1872.
Tenedoss - - - March, 1871.
Tripoli. - - Augs 1870, Febs 1872s
Volo. o5 / i L= =~

S_‘]X‘a. -

Rhodese Auge li’ 1872. June 30, 1881. Auge. 1872, June 30, 1881,
Lerose

-

The records indicate that the post office at Leros was open, for the
most part, during the summer months only, while the Khedive wag in.
residence there, and only during 1873 and 1874.

The Inventory dates are July to December 1873 and May to Septomber
1874, while the available Postal Oirculars state that the office
was closed in January 1874 but open from May to Ootober 1874.
Postal Circulars of May and September 1876 state that meils Por
Leros wgre required to bear postage according to the U«PsU. rate,
i.eey 1% PoT., whioh suggests that there was at that £ime mo
Egyptian post office there, although the rate for other Levant
post offioces is believed to have beon the sar® at that dates

Note. In the above Table =~ = ditto,

Sinoce postmarks are known from all of the offices listed in Table I ( with
the exception of Syra ) thie list, excluding Syra, may be, with considerable
certainty, accepted as definitive.

Since the Postal Ciroulars were.public announcements of the dates on which
postal servioe either began or ended, it seems logiocal to consider these dates
the dates of opening or closing of the post officess In checking these dates
against postmark dates given in the Interim Report the writer Pound several
discrepanciess In the list of 19 offioes ( excluding leros, since at that time
no postmarks had yet been recorded ) early postmark dates for three offioces ante-
date the Postal Circular opening dates and nine late postmark dates postdate the
Postal Circular closing datess In only three instances among the twelve -
discrepancies do the postmarks have apparently impossible year dates ( Beirut 1878,
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Salonioca 1877 apd Tripo}i 1879 ), year dates of all the others are possible and
only the month is questionable. Sinoe so little was known about the Levant post
offices at the time the dates in the Interim Report were reocorded, it was
impossible to say definitely that any partiocular date was inconsistewt and all
dates were therefore recorded as submitted, without expertization or verification
of the postmarks.  In view of this faoct amd its inherent possibilities ( wrong
dates on postmarks, misinterpretation of blurred postmarks, forgeries, eto. ) the
writer is inclined to attach little importance to these disorepancies. Therefore
14 geems that the Postal (ircular dates should be accepted as f£inal, at least
until such time as incontrovertible evidence may be found to prove otherwise. In
Table II the questionable dates have been replaced by dates recorded since the
publication of the Interim Report,:all of whgoh 1ie within the here accepted
period of existense of the offloe in question.

Postmarkse. .

Gatmerks used by the Levant post offices wore, with a few exoeptions, Types
T and III.  Constantinople, Smyrna and Jedda first used Type I-1, and there exists
a fragment of a stampless letter posimarked Oonstantinople, Septs 14, 1865, which
suggests that this postmark wes also 'used at Jedda and poesibly at Smyrna, during
1865, before the introduction of adhesive stamps. (8) Fow late dates of use of
Type I~1 have been recorded; those seen are listed in Table II, The late use of
this Bype at Smyrna on a bisected 1 PeTe stemps of the 1874 issue, recorded in the
Intorim Report,. is now believed bg%the*writer to be of questionable authentiocity.
Byam has Type I~1 on 10 pa. of 1872'and 2 P.Ts of 1874, bisected. -

Pogtmark Type IILI was apparently put into general use in Egypt in December
1869 and in the Levat offioces ( with the exception of Jedda probably in July,
1870, although the earliest recorded dates are late 1870. Tgpe I11-2 was used in
the larger offices at Constantindple and Smyrna and ¢ 1II-1 in all other
offices ( oxeept Jedda and Dardanelles ), inoluding those opened in July, and
also at Rhodes, opened in 187:2. These two Types were eventually superseded at
Gallipoli, Mitylone, Rhodes and Ohios by T¥pe III-3, and at Qonstantinople and
Smyrna by_Ter ITI~4. Two exam les*ofaTyge III~5 used at Smyrna have been recorded
bu{rsinoe’t oir dates Pall within ‘the period of use of Type III-4, it is presumed
that they aore impressions from & second, damaged, die of Type ITI~4 whioh was
normally not put into usee :

At Jedda Type: I~1 was used ini ¢s original form, 1e04p with the month in
letters, until tho end of 1871, Letters were sometimes replaced by a numeral from
early 1871 onwardss Varoous " freak " examples of this postmark are found, from
the giriod 1871 t6 1873, in whioh thoe dates are invetted, transposed, or both, and
in which an apﬁarently " home-made " numeral " 1" was useds Type I-1 was
superseded by Type IV-1 early in 1873 and this in turn was superseded, aboub 1880‘
by Type VIII~l. One oxarple of & postmark gimilar 4o Type IV-1l, insoribed ¥ Gedda®,
has been reocorded on & 1 PeTe1874 a3tz ,(21) and four examples of a star and
orescent postmark similer to Type GS—~1 but insoribed * Gedda " are knownon stamps
of the 1866 ( one ) and 1867 ( Three ) issuese (22) ( Danson )e

Thoe EOSt office at Dardanelles used T&pe ITwé during ite entire existemoc.
The occasional use of green ink at Dardanelles, as well as red and blue at
Constantinople and blue at Jedda, appears to h~ave no speocial signiPiocances

~ Seal postmarks are known to krave been used as obliterators at Chesmeé
( Ohios ), Ohanak Kilia ( Dardanelles ), Gallipoli and Mitylene. '
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ADHESIVES USED.

The postmark data collected for the In‘perim Report included stamp values used
at the various post offices and these were included in the Report in the hope that
they would help to determine postal ratese However, they proved to be of no value
for this purpose and, the rates now being almost certainly known, stamp values
have been omitted from this “eporte As a matter of general interest. it may be
mentioned that current adhesives were used at all post offices, the 20 pa. and
1 PeTe values being most common, 2 PeTs values scarce, and the 5 and 10 pae and
5 PeTe values very scarce; the 25 PeTe and 10 PeT. have been recordede. The
higher values seem to have been used almost exolusively at the three: larger offices.

USE OF BISEOTED ADHESIVES.

The following are known g~

1872 issues 1 PeTe at Soio 25 DIC 75, Type III-3 on piece, making
1%7 PeTe rates ' .

2 PeTs at Galipoli.
© 1874 issue. 2 PeTe at Smirne and Gedda, the latter being cancelled
with Type IV~le. - in blue only = in April 1875 ( as proved

by the contents of the letters ) the year date being
omittede

POSTAL RATES.

Acocording o & publio announcement (7) dated May 31, 1865, the sea~post rate
from Alexandria to Qonstantinople, and from Suez to Jedda, was 1 PeTe for .ordinary
letters and 6 pa. for newspapers ard printed matter. Maills posted at towns in
Egypt ( other than Alexandpia and Suez ) required additional postage aceording to
the inland rate which was 1 PeTe for lettors of 7.5 gme woight and .5 pa. for
newspapers of 40 gm. weight. ( Postal Report 1878 )« Reglstration was a fixed
surtax of 2 PeTe. Prepayment of letters was required. Apparently, from the
cvidence of recorded entires, the 1 PeTe sea-post rate applied to meils sent from
one Levant post office to another, as well as to mails oarried between these
offices and Egypte

on July 1, 1875, in acocordance with UsPaU. regulations, the postal rate for
Poteign oountries was Pixod at 1f PeTe for letters of 15 gme welght, and this rate
was also made appliocable to letters to, from and between the Egyptian post officcs

in the Ievante The 1 PeTe sea-post rate to Jedda remainingunchanged.

On April 1, 1878 inland rates were, in effect, revised by inoreasing the
allowable weight for letters ( to 15 gm.) and newspapers,_and reduoing the
registration surtax to 1 PsTep and on the same date the 1% P.Te Lovant rate was
reduced to 1 P.Te :

POSTAL TRAWSPORT.

Botween 1865 and 1870 mails were oarried by ships of the Egyptian
* Azizieh Misri Oompany " whioch made weekly trips between Alexandria, Smyrna,
Dardanelles, Gallipoli and Constantinople, also between Suez snd Jeddae Referencc
12) states that Salonioa and Massawah were added to the itineraries of the Oompany
n 1868, ' v :

Eerly in 1870 the Govermnment took over the Company and oontinued to operate
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it as a State service under the name " Administration des Paquebots-~Postes
Khedivie " . When the 1870 ¢ and later ) group of Levent post offioces was

opened the Khedivial steamers maintained postal service to these offices, for the
most part on & weekly basis. The steamers also called at Syra, probably from

1870 if not earlier, although the earliest aveilable offioial schedule including
this port is dated 1872, ( In 1880~1881 the schedules also inoluded the Piraeus
and several of the small Greek islands in the Aegean Seae.) During the Russo.
Turkish war the service was suspended from May 2, 1877 to June 25, 1878, and mails
between Egypt and the Levant were carried by the Austirian Lloyd and the Messageries
Maritimes steamship lines., (3,8

Mention should be made here of the sea~postmark Tiype P=~1, insoribed "UfPfizio
Natanto"and either "Ales." or "Oosp". The iwo varieties of handetamp are believed
to have been earried on board ships of the Khedivial line, but nothing-is known
about their oxaoct usage. The few examples reocorded bear dates of 1878 4o 1878 and
one emample of each variety is recorded on cover, the address in sachi nstanoce
showing that the town name on the postmark indiocated the po#t of departure.

B, POST OFFIOES IN THE RED SEA AREA,

In 1866 the Khedive Ismail obtained posession, by Firman of the Sultan of
Turkey, of a strip of territory extending from Suakin along the coast of the Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden to Ospo Guardafule This entlre territory was made a
Governorate and a rosident Governor was sent to Magsawah in November 1887. For
gome five years Egyptian oontrol was effeotlve only in the vioinity of Suakin end
Massawah; petty Sultans controlled mucho £ the remaining ooastes The Frenoh had
purchased the port of Obok from looal ohleftans as far back as. 1882, and the right
of the Sultan of Turkeg to dispose of Zeila and the territory east of that: town
was disputed by Great Britain. However, between 1872 and 1877 tho town of Berbera
was built up and improvements woere made in the ports In 1874 the town of Harar
was formally ennexed by the Khedives The smzll towns of Tajura end Bulhar were
also formally annexed about this time and, because of the dlspute mentioned above
it was nocessary for Egypt to purchase the port town.of Zella from the Sultan of
Turkey,in 1876. (9, 10, 13) ‘ ‘

Upon the outbreak of the rebellion of the Mahdi, Egyptien control of the
southern part of the area ocollapsed; the port of Yajura was sold 10 the French bv.
local ohiaftans in 1883, Great Britaln cooupied the towns of Z@ila, Bulhar and
Berbera in 1884 and Harar in early 1885. The final loss to Egypt was Massawah,
which was ocoupled by Italy in December 1885, ( A detailed acodunt of the early
history of Suakin and Massawah is given in referencé 2l.)

Post Offices.

The opening dates of the post offices at Suakin and Massawsh are apparently
quite definitoly established by dooumentary evidenog. These offioces.are inoludoed
in the Postal Oiroulars and the Postal Inventory (33 but the dates of opening
givon in these sources have so far been published only in roference (25). ®los
Postes en Egypte" (4) states that a post office was opened in Suakin in 1887 and
onc in Massawsh in 1869. Hoever, tho "General Guide to Egypt" (11) published
probably during early 1868, gives the names of postmasters at various post offices,
among whioch are inoluded Suakin and Massawah, and singe the earliest recorded post.
mark date for Massawah is May 1868, the 1869 date of (4) is in error. Reference
(25) gives November 1867 for the oggning date for both offices, and since the~
Governor of the territory took up his rosidemce in Massawah in Hovember 1887 this
date seems to be valid,

The existence of poét offices at Borbora, Zeilm and Harar is definitely
established by official records but there is no egreement between souress, offioial .
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or otherwise, as to the opening dates of these offices. This problem is further
complicated by the fact that so far only one dated postmark has been recorded from
these offices. The following tabulation and explanation includes all the data so
Par discovered conocerning opening dates or early dates of existence of these
officess : '

@ ® () @ ) @ (8
P.C. P.Re P.E. EaPa (13) (14) (24)

P.I. 1881
Berbera.  1883. 1881.  1881. 1878, 1877, 1877 2 e
Herar. Lt P— 1881, ~=m-  ——-= 1877 T 1876.
Zeila. 1876,  1881. 1881e  1878¢  mmem 1877 T meeee

(a) Postal Circulars, Postal Inventory (3, but published on reference (25)
It is spparent that the opening dates given on reference (25) are the early
dates of the Inventory which, as shown previously in Sec. 4, do not always
agree with the Postal Ciroular detes.

(b) Postal Report 1881 ( reprented in ref. 3 ) Eerliest mention of these offices
' in the availsble files of the Postal Reportse :

(c) Les Postes en Egypte (4). Det e identified as offioial opening date.

(d) Interpostals, Barliest recorded dates of issue: Berbera 1878, Zeila 1872¢
none recorded for Harar. -

(e) Reforence (13)s Dooument quoted: Memoire, General Staff, Egyptian Army, dated
June 1877, in Archives, Abdin Palace, to the effect that a post office existed
at Berbera in 1877

(2) Roference (14) . The auther of this work desoribes in detail conditions in
- Egypt in 1877 and acknowledges the help of the then Postmaster-General

Oaillard in preparing his notes on the postal system. He states that there
was then a total of 67 Egyptian post offices . 34 in Lower and Middle Egypt,
6 in Upper Egypt, 15 in the Sudan, 6§ on the coasts of the Red Sea and "7
post-offices outside Egyptian territory in the Levemi". His grand total of 67
offices 1s quite olose to the total of 70 pffices given in the earliest
available postal Report (1880) and his sub-totals for Upper Egypt and the
Sudan agree very olosely with the tdtals found in other sourcese. His total
of 7 Levant offices is ocorreoct and therefore his total of 5 for the Red Sea
area would certainly include Jadda, Suakin, Massawah and two of the three
offices presently in question. ;

(g) Reforence (24). While the experience of the oco-author of this artiols in the
Ethiopian postal service dates only from 1901, his statement that the Egyptian
post office in Harar was opened in 1876 should carry some authority.

In the faeo of such confliocting data it is diffioult even 40 hazard a guess
as to when these offices wero actually opened. However, it is the opinion of the
writer that all three offices were opened between 1876 and 1878. This opinion is
based partly on the above data and partly on the fact t hat General Gordon was
sppointed Governor of the combined Sudan end Red Sea area in February 1877. His
active interest in ocommunications in the Sudan is shown in reference (20) and it
seems quite reasohable to believe that such interest would extend to all the
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territory under his jurisdiction, and that he would establish postal services, at
the earliest opportunity, wherever he deemed it necessary. In view of the
continued deterioration of eonditions in the area after, say 1880, it seems most
unlikely that eny expansion of the postal system would have been made after that
date, when Egyptian control was already waning.

According to the Postal Report 1884 the post offices Berbera, Zeila and
Harar were closed on November 1, 1884. , ;

Massawah was ooccupied by Italy on February 5, 1885, and a condominium wag
established with the Egyptian authorities, which lasted until December 2, 1885,
when the Egyptian garrison returned to Egypte The Egyptian Post Office there
continued %o ogerate for several wecks after that date, the latest rewvorded
postmark date eing Doce 19, ' *

The post office at Suakin was absorbed into the pésﬁéi system of Egypt proper
in 1885 and continued to operate during the period included in this Repcrt.

Dated Posgtal Markings.

The first of these markings ugsed in the Red Sea area were Type II~i at
Messawah and Type II~2 at Suakin. Fow examples of these have been recoried but
they were apparently used until nearly the end of 1872 when they were superseded
by Type IV-1l. This Type was in turn superseded, about 1880, by Type VIII-l.

The only dated postmark known from any cf the other offices in the erea is a
Type V-2 fromZeila, on a stempless entire, also bearing the Interpostal.(1872
issue) of Zeilae

Two apparently irregular varicties of postmarks were used at Suakin, Type
1¥~le1l, end a Type II~2 in whioch the day and month are set vertiocally, with a solid
horizontal bar ebove, presumably replacing the year dates

"Nagative" handstomps, Type GS=3 for Massawsh and the almost identical variety
inscribed "Suakin' arc known on starps of the 1867 and 1872 issuese.’ The exaot
usage of those handstamps is unknown but they are believed to have been intended
for administrative use only, and to have been used, irregularly, to obliterate
postage stampss The use of Type GS=3 on Magsawah Interpostals sugrests official
usage but this is by no means oconolusive. The use of the word "Refie” on these
markings, and on Types II-]l and II-2 until at least 1872 indi cates that the, furor
caused in Egypt by the use of this word was not repeated in the Red Sea area. (16)

Seal franks are known used at Suakin as obliterators (two e les recorded
on 1 P,T. stamps of the 1872 issue). Two exemples are recorded on Gordon letters
dispatched from Magsawas These two oovers are otherwise unfranked.

. A rather ourious statement is found in reference (24) ® ncerning a postal
marking used- at Harere The authors sayt hat the Egyptian Post Office there used
@ "mute" postmark consisting of a "striatod" Maltese oross and that the postmark
die was turned over, by thoe Catholio Mission there, to the Ethiopisn Govermment in
1894 for provisional use on the first Ethiopian adhesive stamps. These stamps are
to be Pound with such & postmark, the arms Oof the oross consisting of series of
bars parallel to the outer edge of cach.arm, with a round dot in the corners of
the marking. While the use of a oross by the Ethioplan Govermnment seems logical,*

* Footnote: In 1951 the Father in charge of the Catholic Mission at Harar stated
that the early Egyptian Bostal Service there had been administered b;
the staff of the Mission.
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its use by the staff of the Mission for the Egyptian Govermment seems equally
understandeble though no example of such a marking on éarly Egyptisn stamps has
been reoorded.

Postal rates.

No specific mention of the early postal rates to Suakin and Massawah has been
discovered but t he schedule of revised rates esteblished on April 1, 1878, gives
gives both the 0ld and new rates for Lower Egypt, Upper Egypt and the Red Sea area,
the two latter having the same rates. The 0ld rate for these two areas was 2 PeTe
for letters of 10 gm. weight and the new rate was 1 P.T, for letters of 15 gm.
weight, with a corresponding change in the printed matter rate. Thoerefore it
would appear that the 2 PeT. rate prior to 1878 was the same as the rate to Jedda
at that time i.e«, 1 PoTe for the interior of Egypt, and 1 P.Te for the sea~post
rate from Suez. e

Tho 1878 reduction of the reglstration surtax 4o 1 PoT. also epplied to the
offices in the Red Spa ares.

Postal transport,.

~ Reference (7) states that weekly stoamer servioce was +o.be maintained from
Sucz to Jedda, end other references indicate that when regular service was
established to Suakin and Massawah 1t was on a bi~weekly basis. = However, a
British Foreign Offiece sourse %uoted.in (13) states that in 1875 there was only
monthly service to Massaweh. The same s:ource states that in.1875 there was a
project for extending the servioe to Berbera and mlthough this i %as probably done,
no further record of servios beyond Massawah has been disocovered,

G, POST OFFIOES IN THE SvDAH.

Sinoce this Report is oonoerned only with the history of the post offices
ostablished by the Egyptian Postal Administration whioh-oame ‘into being in 1865,
all referenoe to the postal service in the Sudan prior to that date has been
omitteds Very little is kmown conogrning this early postal history but those
interested will find references (17) and (21) very informative, end some data of
interest in reference (12). :

" Post Offibes.

The first regular post offices in what is now the Sudan were opened at Wadi
Halfa, Dongola, Berber and Khartoum on October 1, 1873. This information is given
in a postal notioce dated September 7, 1873,kich announced the opening of various
offices in Upper Egypt, including those mentioned above. These offices were
authorised to receive and dispatch ordinary awd registered letters, "samples",
printed matter and small registered parcels. Fixed rates were established for
mails sent as far as Khartoum but special rates spplied t0 mails sent beyond
Khartoum "as far as Fazogl®, . ny -

Agcording to Doocument No, 1 of reference (19) a post office was openod at
Kassala on May 15, 1875. The year date of 1875 is confirmed by reference (4) and
an Interpostal of the 1874~1876 issue is known. .

Document No, 2 of the same reference lists s number of posi offices Ynewly
installed® in the Suden as of August 14, 1878. Reference (17) describes the

circumstances surrounding the opening of these offices but a more detailed and
dooumented account is given in reference (20).

The list in Dooument No. 2 includes offices of two cstegoriess "Ordinary®
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and "eimple distribution”; the latter being branch offices and presumsbly limited
to the distribution of mails arriving from other post offices. ;

The "ordinary" post offices listed are eight in number, at Pacher, Fashoda,
Fazoglu, El Gadaref, Karkoj, Mesallamia, E1 Obeid and Sennares These offioces are
mentioned in reference (4) as having been opened in 1877 but reference (20) proves
that they oould not have been opened until sometime after January, 1878.
Interpostals of the type of the 1877 issue, but presumably prin%ed, at the
earliest, during 1878, are known ffor all of these offioceg,except Karkoj, if one
maked the reasonable assumption that #he one insoribed "E1 Adaref" was for the
office at -El Gadarefi N

The 16 "offices of simple distribution' are listed in Teble II, aPter the
name of the regular post offico from whioh each depended.

There were, therefore, according to the sources oited above, 13 regular and
15 branch post o ffices in the ‘Sudan in August 1878. 1ILists in #the files of the
annual UsP.Us publication M"Statistique Gonerale" show that Egypt had a total of
61 post offiees in 1877, 91 in 1878 and 93 in 1879, the latter total bearing the
notation thet it inoluded the offices in the Sudan, & faot which almost ocertainly
also applied to the total of 91 for 1878 Totals of the number of post offices
in Egypt in various years are given in the Postal Reports, in reference (14 yremd
in a chart in reference (drand while none of theso totals agrees with the U.P.U.
totals, 1t soems olear that the U.P.Us total for 1878 lnoludes all of the post
offioces in the Sudan, whother the number of offioecs there was 28, or more or less
than that number. The writor has been unable %o determine what types of post
offioes were inoluded in t£ho U.P.U.lists but apparently the Sudan branch offices
wereUat least of some minimum status which made them eligible for edmission to the.
U.PQ e

In spite of the faot that the 15 branch offices are quite definitely desoribod
in the doouments mentioned, the writer beliewes theore is a poselbility that their
exaot status is open to questions This boliof is based on the Paot that Interpost.
als of the 1877 type issue are known for only four of these offioces: Chaka, Dara,
Kalkal and El Kalabaty the question boing why none is known for any of the other
oleven officas of the groupe IP all offices werc of the same status all should -
presunably have had Interpostals issued for thom, amd while there does exist the
possibility of an occasional single Interpostal not having survived, such as nay
have oocurred in tho cases of Kurkoj and Harar, the likelihood of eleven '
Intorpostals of one issuc having boen completely lost seems rather remote. While
this question of missing Interpostals presents an i nteresting problem, it probably
does not alter the assumption that all of these 15 offices were basically
distribution offices and authorised to acocept maile.

Ag presviously mentioned in Seotion B, the author of roference (14) states
that there were 15 post officos in the Sudan « The author does not state
specifically what period he is desoribing but he apparently left Egypt in 1878 amd
thercfore, although his personal obscrvations might have been limited to 1877, his
statistical data could well have boen for, at least, carly 1878. It seems clear
that his total of 15 offioces refers to the 13 "regular? offices given above, and
it is possible that he also igoludes Suakin and Massawsh which were transferred to
the Sudan postal administration when General Gordon took over in 1877. However,
if this were the case, his total of 5 offices for the Red Sea srea should be reduced
to three, unless there were two other offices there concerning which there is mo
known recorde In view of the msny discrepancies found in reoords and dates
speculation ont he subjoct scems futdle.

Olosingadates- of the Sudan post offices given in Teble IT are, for. the most
part , the dates on which the towns were evaocuated or esptured by the forces of :the
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Mehdie. The following information is given .in the Postal Reports for 1884 and
1885, - The last regular service Khartoum tookplase on March 16, 1884 and with
Berber on May 2, 1884. Postal employees following Lord Wolseley's expedition
from Dongola established a post office at Korti, which was olosed when the
oxpedition returned to Dongola, emd allpostal employees loft Dongola with the
retiring army at the end of June 1885. Korti was occupied from December 13, 1884,
to March,1885, which fixes the maximum duration of #hat office.

After the abandonment of the Sudan the pos¥ offices at Wadi Halfa, Suakin
and Massawah were transferred to the postal adninistration of Egypt proper.

According to the Postal Reports a travelling post office was opened in 1888
" on the Shallal~Wadi Halfa steamer route, and in 1889 an office was opened at
Dabroussa, a suburb of Wadl Halfa. Sometime before 1892 offices were opened at
Wadi Helfa Camp and at Tokar ( these offieces are listed in the Postal Guide for
1892

Philatelioc writers and collectors have at thimes been oonfused by the
gimilarity of town nemes.in the:Sudan and in Egypt proper. The most ocommon -
example of this confusion, Abu Hamad, has been oleared up in the pages of L'Orient
Philatolique, where it was shown that Abu Hamad in the Sudan has only one ®*M"
while the Abu Hammad of ‘Egypt proper has twoes Another name whioch may be oconfusins
is Tewfikieh, whioh 1s the name of two towns in Lower Egypt, a suburb of Wadi
Halfa ( postal marking spelt Taoufikia ) and a place south of Fashoda where Sir
Samuel Baker bullt eioamp prioc:» to 1878. The latter place undoubtedly never had
a post offlce during this period, so it seems quite certain tha* postmarks
bearing this name emanated from Wadi Halfa or Egypt.

Dated Postal Markings,

' A common oharaotéristio of 81l first recorded postmarks from the Sudan is
the use of Arabio with Itelien, before this beoame the general practice in Egypt,
probably because many of the postal employees in the Suden spoke only Arabics

The earliest reocorded postmarks are Wada Halfa Type I-5 dated February 23,
1874; Khartaum Type IV-4 dated November 1, 1874,and the undated Type GS~7 from
Dongols on a stamp of the 1872 issue. No postmarks of theme Eypes from Merber
have been found.

The use of Type I-5, inseribed "Poste Vice Reall Egiziane", suggests that
the post office at Wadl Halfa might have been opened before 1873, at & time when
this inscription was in general use, but the use of Types I-3 and I~4 in Tower
Egypt until 1875 indioates that the introduction of Type I-5 evern in 1873 was not
necessarily irregular.

Type V-5 was put into use in Upper Egypt about 1874 and probobly in the Sudan
at the same time. The earliest recorded date for this Type is. Berber, Ootober 2,
1875. A date of September 1874 is recorded for Kassala, but this is epparently
an error in the year date, a rather common occurrence at the time,

Type ﬁIII is recorded only from Khartoum and Wadil Halfa and although dies of
this ZIype may lrave been sent t0 other offices, the late use of Type V-5 at these
offices suggests that fype VIII was never put into use.

Type X~1 is raoordedEused at Dongola on June 10. 1884, and at Kortli on a
stemp of the 1884 issue, date unknown to the writer.

Tow speoimens of a seal‘ﬁostmark bearing the neme Gedaref and the date 77
have been recorded; one struck on the 1 P.T« of 1875,
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Postal rétes.

In 1873 postal rates were : from Lower, Middle and Upper Egypt to Asyut (and
vice versa), and from Asyut to Khartoum ( and vice versa), 1 PeTe for letters of
10 gn. welght, and 1 P.T. for each additlonal 10 gms. ' Thus the total rate from
Oasiro to Khartoum was 2 PeTs Rates for mall addressed to officeg beyond Khartoum
were available upon application at the dispatching post office, {15)

While the sohedule of revised rates established in 1878 does not mention the
suden as such, the 01d rate of 2 P«T. llsted therein for ®Upper Egypt® corresponds
+to the total rate of 2 P4Te to Khartoum, olted above, and it is therefore assumed
that the new rate 4o the Sudan was 1 PeTs The aooompany1n§ reduotion of the
reglstration surtax to 1 PsT. also applied to letters to "Upper Egypt" and,
‘gresumably, the Sudan.

Postal transport.

e—

The notual carriage of mail within in the Sudan was in the hands of a private
contractor, a local sheikh, who provided relays of men and camels along the postal
routes so that the mail oould be kept in continual motion. Strioct delivery
sohedules were maintained, under penalty of fine for any inexousable delay in
delivery. (23) ;

Slatin Pasha, reference (23), states that, to the best of his knowledge, mail
for the Sudan was sont to Khartoum for distribution, with the exception of that
for Dongola, which was dispatohed direot from Wadl Helfa, and that for Kassala,.
whioh was dispatohed vie Suakine

Aocording to offieiaml instruotions lssued on April 26, 1877, (quoted in
roforenoce 20), mail for the Sudan, upon arrival at the railhead.at Asyut, was
sorted, placed in envelopes aooording to office of destination, and forwerded to
Khartoum whore it was distributed to the looal carriers for delivery. According
t0 these instruoctions mail for Kassala was sent via Khartoum. The routing of mail
for Wadi Halfa and Dongela is not speoifiocally mentionod, but it seems possible
that such mall would have been delivered en route from Asyut to Khartoum.

Transit time for melil betweon Calro and Khartoum, whioh in 1867 was about 50
days, was gradually reduced as the rallroad was extended into Upper Egypt and in
1874, when it had reached Asyut, the transit time was only 28 days. Dromedaries
and runners were still used on various portlons of the route but some of these
wore replaced, in-1880, by river stocomers between Asyut and Aswan, end by the end
of that year the Cairo~Khartoum route of over 1200 miles was traversed in 21 days,
with bi-weekly scervice. Various minor improvements were made in the servioce from
time to time and in 1892 the rallroad was extonded from Asyut to Girgeh, but no
record has been discovered oonocerning the improvement in transit time as a result
of these measures.

Forged postmarks.

Since meny forgeries of the postmarks of the Egyptian post offlces in Turkey
and the Sudan-exist, the writer belives that this Report should Inolude some data
on the subjoote -Unfortunately the scaroity of material emd its widely seattored
ownership meke gtudy very diffioult and as yet no exhaustlve research has been done
on the subjeot. Thorefore the remarks inoluded here are solely t he result of the
writer's observations end are given only in the hope that they may be os some valuc
until such time as a thorough study is nade.

There appear to be two goneral typs of forgeries of the fevant office post-
markss very orude types and very dangerous types. The first type is generally
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detectable at a glance: it is an imitation of Iype III~3, the inscripitions are
badly Pformed and epparently cut in wood, the dates are either similar iu character
to the inscriptions or made from printers! type, .and in some types the town nares
are not in Italian, viz. : Dardanelles, Rhodes, Salonica, Other similar varieties
geem 10 be struck from rubber stamps or metal dies, but so crudeiy done that
deteotion is not at all difficults.

The second, more dangerous, type is generally so well done that; in the
opinion of the writer, expertisation can Be done only by very careful comparison
with a genuins postmark. An example of this type of Porgery seen by the writer
was & Salonicohil postmark which was, in all detalls, very like postmarks of
Constantinople and Smyrna which were undoubtedly genuine. This postmarks would
probebly also have been considered genuine if there had not beeb availshle for
comparison four other Salonlochi postmarks, two of which were on cover, with
rcasonable proof of their authenticity. It was discovered that these four
oxerples, deted late 1870 and late 1871, had a broken ®H' in the town name,
while the suspoot example, dated September 1871, did not have the breeke. Further
examination of an enlarged photogreph of the suspeot example showed, mimoy, but
definite, differences and irregularities in the letters of the inscripition which
might not have been questioned 1f other exarples had not been available.

This method of expertisation is unfortunately of no value to those who have
no guaranteed genuine examples for comparison, but the writer's study of over 5O
Levant office postmarks, exelusive of Constantinople and SmKrna. shows a variety
of ocondition, due to cereless handling of the dies, over-inking, under-inking,
ctce, that any expertisation which relics on"appearance" , "looks", or other
intangible qualities, would seem tosbe most unsatisfactory.

A suggestion which may prove useful is the study of a photograph of the post~
mark in question, made with & oolour filter, of the same colour as the stamp
design, which partially or ocompletedly blots out the design of the stamp, making
the postmark readily risibles Any evidence of crude workmenship whieh might thus
bo made visible would be reason to suspeot the postmark, although it is necessary
to distinguish between orude workmenship and irregularly shaped letters and s
numerals,there being, for example, a surprising similarity between the irregularly
shaped year dates of some of the Lovant offioe postmarks and the dates on certain

postmarks used in even the large towns in Egypt at the #ime. Special attention
should be given to the shape of the V, which in some of the forgeries is wider
than on genuine postmarks, end also to the relative spacing of the lines of the
date insoriptions, whioh in some of the forgeries are not parallel, asthey are in
genuine examples, where the date insoripitions were set into sliots in the diec.

A few genuine postmarks have characteristios whioh appear to be constant for
certain periods of time; various examples of the following.postnmarks have either
been seen by the writer or hawe been reprodusced or described in LiOriend
Philateliques

Gedda, I{pe Iv-1 (after March, 1873):- dont in oircle opposite ¥ of Postes
break in circie from end of B to middle of second D in Gedda. This break gradually
increased in length and by the time the die was taken out of use, about IE80y it
had extended beyond the end of the word Gedda. Examples of this posimark with an
unbroken circle, dated between June 2, and FKovember, 1873, have been rescorded, and
it has been suggested that these postmarks are impressioms from a mew die. This is,
of course, the most logical explsmation, (if the specimens are gemwine) but there
s+il1l remains the question as to why the old, damaged die was again put inio use,
and contimped in use FOr SO many yearse

Selonicchi, Type ITT-8 (Dece I870 0 Buce I671);~ right hand botiom Jeg of
H miSSingo
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Rodi, Type I1I~3:~ break in circle over letters I A, in 1873, increasing to
include IZIA by 1879; wide break from end of Egiziane to ornament, and break under
D, seen from 1873 to 1879. The circle is flattened under R of Rodi,

A very dangerous forgery of the Dardanelles postmark is ocompletely described
in reference (18)s The one easily checked characteristic of this Porgery is the
space between the words Poste and Egiziane, which measures 1 meme in fthe forgery
and -2 meme in the genuine postmark. Unfortunately all the other distinguishing
characteristios are concerned with the dlemeters of the circles or the relative
position of cortain letters and these can be cheoked only in an almost corplete
example whieh, because of its size, is seldom found off covers

Few forgeries of postmarks of the Red Sea offices have been resordeds one
example known to the writer is a Messawsh postmark dated December 25, 1885, which
differs in dotail from the latest postmark rcoorded, December 19, 1885, amd:is
therefore presumed to be a forgery,

Many forgeries of Suden postmarks exist, ranging from orude through good.
copies of Type VIII or the "Swiss type" ysed later on in Egypt, to genuine post~
marks of the 1890's with altered datese Some of these exist on starps which could
never have reached the Sudan, for cxample, the forged Khartoum postmark on stamps
of the December 15, 1884, issuo.

One of the most oommon Khartoum forgeries. is of Type VIII-1, in which the
tail of the R in Khartoum is too olose t0 the vertical stroke and the first alif
of thetname in Arebio is too long and projocts below the 1ével of the next
charactoer,
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