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GENERAL POST OFFICE
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FOR the comvenience of Her Majesty’s Forees serving in Egypt, the
Postmmaster-General has established an Anny Post Office, which will
underfake oll duties connected with the mcupt and despateh of Mails,
the sele of Tostage Stamps, and the issue and payment of Money Orders
apd Postal Ouders.
Maile for the Forces in Egypt will be made up in London three
fimes & week, viz, i~—
On Monday Evenings,
On Wednesday Mornings.
On Friday Xvenings.
The rates of Postage will be as follows:—

Yetters - - - - - 2kd per 3oz
Post Cards - - - - 1d. each.
S 4d, each not exceeding 2 oz.
Newspapers - - - - in weight, and d. for
( every a ditional 2 oz.

Printed Papers and Books - 3d. per 2 oz.

But, in exception to the above rate on letters, those addressed to or
sent by Non-commissioned Officers, Soldiers, and Scamen in Her Majesty’s
Seyvice, will Le privileged to pass for a postage of one penny each,
provided the letters do not exceed half an ounce in weight.  To enjoy
this privilege the senders must. in all cases, comply with the regulations
apecially applicable to such letters,—as detailed in the Post Office Guide.

Money Orders and Postal Orders will be issued at the same rates of
eommission as Inland Money Orders and Postal Orders.

t

11 Augn«t, 1882

Printed for Har Majocty’s Stotiozery ©Fes, by W, 1. Uuirriza & Sox, Prujeen Squars, Old Bailey, London, E.C.
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By Command of the Postmaster Genera.!. 1
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oney Order Arrangements

. consequent on the withdrawal
‘ of the Army Post Office

THE Army Post Office having been withdrawn from Egypt, Money
Orders issued in favour of Officers, Soldiers, and Scamen, serving in the
: Army of occupation, or in the Ficet, will henecforward be payable

through the Egyptian Post Office, and will thercfore be subject 1o the

rate of Commission ordinarily chareed for Orders payable in Eeypt,

viz. -

~

For sums not exceeding £2 - - - - - - - -
n » above £2, and not exceeding £5 - - -
” 14 1 385 1 " £7 S

1 1} " £7 1 7] £10 * -

W =
W oW

[

The issue of Postal Orders for fransmission to Officers, Soldiers,
and - Seamen, serving in Bavpt, s necesarily  discontinued, as no

arrangenents exist for cashing them at the Beyptian Post Oflice.

By Command of the Postmaster General.
GENERAL POST OFFICE
Octodir TaRe,

Prate] for Her Majeaty's Matimery Ol by WP Garrim & Sos, Proean Nyiare, O Buey, London, E ¢
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JULY CIRCIE MEETING, REPORT BY CHAS, W. MINETT,

At the Cirole mesting hold on lionday, 18th, July, 1960 the forged overprints
on Egyptian adhesives, from 1879 to 1922, were studled,

1, The provisional 1ssue of 1879, ~ & and 10 paras on 21 piagtros,
a) No forgeries of the normal overprint wore recorded.
b) Forgeries of the inverted overprints are dangorous and specimens

wore examined.

o, The "Official " issue of 191%, The " O,H.HeS. "( in inverted commas ) is a
rojected trial printing.

a) A strip of threo used has beon seen in Cairo,
b) Only onc inverted used copy is knovn, on an O.HeHeS. covar. (Byam)
o) o mint examples have beesn recorded,
d) Mo forgeries have bean reoorded,
% e The same issuc but without invertsd commas.

a) Ho forgerics of the normak ovorprint were reported.
b) Three types of forgerincs of the inverted overprint are rocognisable,
ona is cruda, the othérs arc dangerous.

4. The provisional issuc of 1915. 2 mills on 32 mills ( Ras o1 Tin ) .

(a) Tho overprint, which may be daescribed roughly as "sidoways " is a
trial overprint.
(b) Mo forgarias of the normal overprint were roported.

5. Th: provisional issu>» of 1923. 15 mills on 200 mills (Agriculture).

a) Ho forgerins of the normal overprint were reportad.
b) One shact of th: double overprint was found in Alexandria.
c) Forgarias of the double overprint cxist and differenoess were noted.

Be The Port Fuad issunc of 1926.

a) Genuine overprints were lithographod.
b) Forged overprints wore typographed and one dangerous typ? oxists.
Othoer known forgerics are vary crude.

7« The Crown overprints of 1922 - 23%.

(a) Typs I. ( lithograph:d in Lendon) The 100 and 200 mills have been
forgned typosraphically, tho overprint being set at an angle
differcnt from that of the genuine,

(b) Typ>» I.Inverted overprints on the 100 mills on single watermarkod
paper wers proparaed by P.il.G. Borton Pasha,

(¢) Typs III. ( storsotyned in groups in January 192%). The 1 mill with
single watermark:d paper was ovarprinted by a retiread officlal
( 25 normal and 5 invorted exampl:s arc rocorded. )
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CORRECTIONS TO " Qe Co " Vol. V. Nos, 4, 5 and A,

1]010 V. No. 4.
/’—_‘——-——_———

Corrigomda to " llotes on tho Posts of tho British Forees in Egypt,
18Q1 to 1955 )

pag? 40. Lino 2. Omit word " For " ,
Last linc. For "(107th Foot) " read " ( 35th Foot )
. 42. " The Barly Twenticth Century " - Against date " 19.12.0 " omit "(B/S)
. 4%, para but one — For "lagzare Ho " read " Lazarotto" and for % Tnex"
rﬁad M x
_ 44. Ponultimate para, (a) lino 2 for " ware in uso " read " were issued
for us:
_ 45. Para (d) ABUQIK. Omit "{ Rocorded uscd on 20.3.37 and 19.9.7%8 by
Rawson ).
4. After " (o) " add now title " World War II, 1939 - 1945 ".
At ond of para following" Japan sarremod " adda " and
Parccls, otc. " to " for Air iail "
~ 47. (&) Amend " Port Said / Naval Censor " pab.t to pead " P.l3.
—. 47, Para (a) AMRIA-MARIUT. The date should read 3.1.40 and the tine shouldd
bo inscrtod above, botwoen MARSA MATRUH and ABU QIR
PORT 854ID. Amenc " b.b. " aftor "Haval Censor' to road " P. 13 L
Para (e) Omit " ABU QIR. 6.%.40. (Rawson).
Para (b) #dd " * " after datos 8.8.40 and Z.8.4%.
Para (d) Add " * — Lin (*) donotes usage aftor the Italian intorvention.
VO].S Ve Hos 5 & 6.
Page 60. Bottom lin:. " Socicty of Postal Historians "( not Postal History
Socinty
~ 6. Ponultimate para. ~ linc 3. for " 1932 " road " 1935 ".
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NOTES oM THE " RETTA " CANCELIATIONS OF EGYPT.

At the Cirole meeting,hold on the 20th Fobruary, 1959, the usages of Retta
cancellations during the present contury wero dlSCH“ 30d .

For ocomparative purposes axamples of tho original Retta ( Seymour
Rlomfiold's type B.l. ) used on the carliest issuss of Egypt ware inspooted.
This retta, consisting of a rhombus of 81 diamond shaped dots, is usually
w1l dofinad on the 1st, 2nd and %rd. issues but becomns hoavier and somewhat
plurred on the issuc of 1879 whilst examplos on the issuns of 1884 and 1888
tend to have Jess defined corncrs, the obtuse anglss in particular bocoming
roundcd offe

e

In an wven nore distorted shape this Retta occasional use during
the carlier yoars of the prasent oontury and it is bolieved that it was
comp loyed as an oblitoration on adhesive stamps which had missad being
cance 11nd at their offices of origine On? cover, sont in by Professor Smith,
was frankad by a 2 P.T./ 25 oentimes " Sower " typo of the French P.0Q. in
Syria. It was from a business house in Beyrout to another in Alexandria.
Tho adhesiv? was cancnlled by the Retta and the reverse of the cover hoars tho
tronsit mark of Port Sald and arrival mark of Alexandria, both are dated
1st April 1921.

The quustion as to whether the Retta was normally us:d on incoming sea
mails 1is dlroredited since Port S5aid is known to havo had at least two
" Paquobot " handstamps in use about this time. Sucz and Port Taufig alse
had thoeir " Paquobot® handstamps although it must be admittod that so far we
have no ricord that Alexandria had one prior to 1924.

% n sacond typn of Ratta, also dating from the last contury, is rectange inr
in shapc, measurcs about 14 X 10.5 m/m. and is formed of diagonal rows of
square dots totalling about 224 ( approx. 18 X 14 ). It is rocord:d uscd on
adhaosives of the 1888 issuc and postage due issuns of 1889 and 1902 and has
basn rocorded uscd on the 1914 issue by M. 1br101 Boulad ( L.0.P. July, 195%)
One covaer rocordsd bears the Retta cancelling a 1 PeTe ultramarine of 1834
from Ondurman ( 28.V.99) to Hampshirs. Throo boxwd " T " marks have booen
struck out in poncil (Rawson) .

5. ise Boulad also illustrates two 9 ¥ 9 framed kettas and a larger unframnd
on: with 9 Z 9 larg: dots and says that thoy are kno'm on the 1974 and
subsequent issucse. Tha use of one of the former, o clearly framed type with
roundtd angles, was i1llustrated by iie #ichanny 1B4d in L.0.P. of January, 1955
and app2ars to have been used to cancel a rafuscd adhesive at Ismailia in
1932. Further oxamples of this ono on the 1927 air mail issue and on the
1935 fgricultural Zxhibition 20 mills stamp, but no covors, wers produend at
the mooting. _

Ve The 1ar5ar unframnd ona with 9 X 9 dots we have rccorded used on tho
1927 Puad issus ( Ward ).

; ) another Jarge_ unframod 2
e Buu]iag )vljS Vui: use& in 19%5, O"I"ng}nl
on " Mixed Frankings of Modern Times " (
unaccopted adhasives in 1939.

> % fs 1aluo{¥a%35b1ndﬁ{? 3? fgl“
Le0.P. April 1952 ) cancelling
Contemporancously with the clearly framed © X @ Retta was an unframcd

ons w?th 10 X 10 dots and this has been found usced on copics of the 1997
Puad issuc., An airmail cover to fingland is rocorded with this Rottn
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oancelling a 5 m. & a 10 m. air mail of the 1933 issuoe, unfortunately there ig
no date on this cover whioh appears to be pre ¥World War II, since it bears no
war time)eensor mark., Tho rate indicates that it was sent by surface mail,

( Minett).

g-.10. During the period of oconosssional mail for British Troops four types of

11.

retta were used hy the British M.P.O.s ( or unit postal clerks when mail was
gent through certain civil officas ), betweon 1932 and 1936, to ocancel the
N.A.A.F.I. seals. All were framed and had either 17 X 15, 15 X 15, 10 X 9,

or 9 X 9 dots. 1t is thought that they were not us:d on civil mail sven aftor
they ceased to perform the function for which they had been made and issusd.
They arc being dealt with in detail in the Study of British }Mails in mgypte

During the early years of World War II what appears to he ths first retin
in its distorted shape seems to have been rosurr2eted and used ( possibly at
Alexandria ) on British Naval mail. Thres covers bearing, in red or blus, the .
British liaval double-framzd oval censor mark " Passed by / 28 / Naval consor ¥
wore shown at the meating. The first is franked with 4 X 10 Puad Army Post
stamps canclled by the ratta but boaring no othor postal marking ( }inatt ),
The scéoond, also to England, bears 4 X 10 m. Farouk Army Post stamps
cance¢lled by the retta and the London " Received from / H.i.Ships " arrival
mark of 21.2.40 (iinett). The third,addresscd to Australia, bears 4 % 10
Farouk Army Post stamps cancellzd by the retta. On the stamps also is an
undated circular British " Reccivad from / HeM.Ships " arrival mark ( Smith ).

12.(a) A distinciive rotta consisting of 5%5 large dots was also used on British

13,

Naval mail in the carly years of the war. Two covoers to England from a Britigh
A-B, wvach bearing 4 X 10 Farouk Army Post stamps have baen cancolled by this
rotta, on2 cover has the adhesives stamped in addition with the British

undatsd ciroular " Recceived from / H.M.Ships " arrival mark. Roth have boxed
" Passed by / (number) / Naval consor "cachets in rad, one being numbsred

4862 and the other 9257 ( Firsbracs ).

It is of interest to note that a commorecial coveor with a2 A m. Investitura
stamp cancvlled by a c.des. of Port Said/u dated 6 DE. 40 to Cairo bears +hao
rcd Rritish Naval coensor mark Just reforred 4p with the sams number 99KR7
(4ilbort). The inference is thersfor that tris particular rettia balongs to
Pért Said.

(b)  However it is found also cancclling a 6 m. Investiturn stamp on anothor
cover to a civilian addressce at Port Said, it is from No. 19 Italian
Intornoe camp at Goneifa ( by ths Bittor Lakes ) and has been opened by tho
Egyptian Civil censor and bears his violet unnumbored oachet, in addition it
1s backstamp>d with a "Factours / Post Said " and a " Port Said / Traffic/p"
r.d.s. of 25 AP.42 (Byam)

A 10 X 10 unframed rotta which may be that alrcady referred to 30
para 7 ) but 1n a dirtior stat? appears to have been used as a ocangs lor
during war tim> for a number of purposs and details of a numbor of covers
follow ;-

(a) An airmial covor to Scotland boaring 9 ¥ 5m Invostiture stemps has boon
opened and re-seal:d by the Bgyptian Civil censor's label and bears his
viol:t circular handstamp, No. 53. (Minctt).

(b) & cover to London bearing a 15 m Investiture stamp and a 20 mil Airmail
stamp has boen opuncd and ro-scaled by the Egyptian Civil censor's labeol
and bears his violst ciroular handstamp No. 9. It is backstampad with
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the Cairo machine mark dated 26th March 1940. (iiinett).

(c) in air mzil cover to Pembroke Dock hearing 3 X 16m Investiture stamps
and the Cairo machine type consor mark in black was unoponead, ths adhesives
ars canozlled by the retta in violst (finott).

(d) An air mail envelope to India franked with a 5m and 2 X 6m Investiture
stamps was unopenad in Egypt but boars the violet circular consor mark
o. 1. The words M"Air ¥Mail " otc., printed orn tha onvelope have hoen
cancelled in pencil. On the roverse is the Cairo machina mark datad
1 Oct. 1940 and the Seocundarabad arrival mark of 7th Mar. 1941. Tho Ratta
may be the 9 £ 9 framed one and not th2 10 X 10 unframed one (smith).

(¢) 4 lattor franked with single Im and 5m Investiturs stamps sont from tho
Italian Interneos Comp No. 4 at Fayed to Cairo bears an oval civil
censorship cachnt in violst and is backstamped with the Cairo civil machins
mark dated 17th March 1941 (Gilbert).

(£)A 1atter similarly franked addressed to "Signora C. Martini in Cairo
has boen opsned and thon sealed by the Egyntian civil censor Wo. 52. It
bears also u Calro machins backstamp but unfortunatsly the date has
failed to registsr (Gilbert)

(g) Part of the front of o package bears a 2m-+2 X10m Investiturs stamps and
is addressasd to the International Red Cross at Genova. It baars a violet

framed cachet "P/W MIDDLE / EAST 062 " (Smith)

1"

(h) A cover boaring 2 X 5d. G.Be stamps addressed to the U.5.4., banrs a
framed cachat  "CENSURED" (in emerald) and has becn obened and re-ssaled
by the sSgyptiun Civil Gensor who applied his Ho. 25 in violet. In
manuscript thers is "By Air Mail' but this has baen cancellad in pancil,
On the reverss the consorship label has besn tied with a circular civil
ounsorshin mark Ho. 96 (in black) and there is ths Cairo civil muchine
mark of 7th July, 1944. In omerald thore is the cachet " Lo Comnissaire
do 2€ clasae L.:.BRUII/Commissaire/de 1'Units  iarine Egypte ". It has
beon openad and re~saaled again in Amorica (Minett)

(1) An cnvelops of the Bel.S.H.Co., Ltd., franked with 2 X 5d. G.B. stamns is
addrossed o "honsicur le Capitaine, chargé do la Poste Wavale, Alger ",
It is from "Hr. schard, Commondant le ¥/V Eridan, Ulavy House, Port Said *
and bears « circular unnumbared civil consor mark (in violet). It has benn
opencd by the Zgyptian Civil Censor and ra-sealsd, the label baing tied on
the reverse by the oircular civil censorship mark ¥o. 95 (in black). It
also boars an airmail label which has been scored out in pencil after
censorship (iinott).

Towards th? 2nd of the war a framsd Retta with 15 Z 15 dots was usad to
oblitarate adhosives which otherwise had asocapnd being cancelled. | war-
~timo oxample dated 14/12/44 (Smith) and a post—war cover dated 19/10/45
(iiin2tt) elearly illustrate this usags.

Wartime civil consorship c-asad about the end of hAugust 1945 but sarly in
the summer of 1948 the Sgyptlans ra-introducesd it and the £111nving
undatod covers are rocordad with tha new cenship marks—

{(2) in air mail ocover franked with 47 mills (of the 1944 Parouk issue) to Pire
is canc:1led by a fram:d rotia with 9 X9 diamond shaped dots ( heavy in
appearanoc and soamingly identical with that us2d on British Forces maill
botween 1932 and 1936 (Minott).
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(b) An air mail cover (of the"B.I."Iine) to England similarly franked and
eanoclled but this time the retta and censor mark are in grecnish-blue

(Minett ).
(¢) This, or a similar, Retta was reported in "Stamp Collecting " 5/10/49
as having been used on mail put ashore from the S.S. "Mooltan”, on

4/9/48, and from the S.S. "Kaipaki". ,

16« (a) From about the time of the re~introduction of Egyptian civil censorship
in 1948 the 15 X 15 retta ( see para 14) appears as the only cancellar on
air mail covers to the U.S.s. (rate 44 mills,Smith & Minett) and Great
Britain ( rate 37 mills, iinett) and on surface mail to G.B. (rate 17
mills, Minett).

(v) In addition it has a "Paquebot" application since a 2*d. G.B. ,U.P.U.,
stamp of 1949 cancelled by it franks a censored cover to England.
( C.We Ward of the "T.P.0.& Seapost Society " to whom it was sent
originally states that it was put ashore at Port Said from the S.5.
"Orion" o2n route for Australia (ilinett)

(¢) It was also reported by Mr. Hamlin (of the T.P.O. & Seapost Society) in
"Stamp Collecting" (6/10/49) as having been used on mail put ashore from
H.M.T. "Asturias™ on 3/11/48 and from S.S. "Carthage" on 14/4/49.

(d) It is known also in greenish-blue (together with similarly coloured
oensor marks) in 1949, one of three air mail covers to China and G.B.,
having been postmarked on arrival on 17.3%.49 (ilinott) after being put
ashorec from the P.& 0. "Strathaird" en route for Australia (m/s on back).

17 From the foregoing it may be seen that the Retta has been used . always
as a cancallation - for the following “urposes during the present century-

(a) To cancel adhesivas which otherwise have sscaped cancellation. (paras

1 & 14)
(b) To cancel unaccepted adhesives. (paras. 3 . 5 & 8)
(o)

To cancel adhesives on certain surface and "Paquobot" mail.
paras. 7, 13d, 15c¢, 16b,c & d).

(d) To cancsl the N.A.A.F.I. seals usad on British Forces mail between
1932 and 193%6. (paras. 8 — 10).

(¢) To cancel adhesives on certain air mail letters. (paras 1%,a,b & o,
15a&b & 16 a.)

(e} To canccl adhasives on British Maval mail. (paras 11 & 12 a.)
(g) To cancel adhesives on Italian Internco Camp mail. (paras. 12 b & 130&f)
(h) To cancal achesives on P.OJW. mail. (para. 1% g)

(i) To cancal adhosivaes on surfacs mail, possibly from the Franch Floet
intarned at Alexandria after the fall of Francc. ( paras. 1% h & 1)

HOTE. The Circle would be grateful if some member would undertake to ocarry on
this Study from hoeres
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CIRCULAR DATESTAMPS of the mILITARY POST OFFICES

during;@gz

POSTAL CONCESSION PERIOD (pre-casnsorship},19%2-.1939.

by CHAKLES I.INETT and JOHN FIREBRAC:.

IHTRODUCTION .

N

We begin by referring to the "Hotes on the Posts of the British Forcos in
Egypt ( 1801 to 1956 ) " publishad in the (.C. Vol. V. Io. 4. and we now attempt
to deal in more detail with paragraph (d) on pages 45 and 46, namely the Circular
Datestamps of the Hilitary Post Officas which were in existeonce during the Postal
Concassion Period from 1st. Nov., 1932 up to the beginning of military postal

censorship which followicd the Declaration of “ar on Gurmany on 3rd. Leptembor,
1939 .

¢

The latost recorded uncensored oover from a military post office is from Cairo
Fig. 147 and is dated 16t- September, 1939 (Firebrace ). Covors of an ~arlior date
howeverare known with censor marks and the study of censorad covirs from namad
post offiovs ( as oppossd to numberad field post offices) is boing carried out at
the prosent time, and will be printed in duc coursoc. Tho carliost cover bearing
4 British #ilitury Consor so far rocordad is from iiarsa llatruh Civil Peost Office
and is dated 10th Sept., 1939 (Fircbracs); Egyptian civil consor marks eoxlst
from 4th Sept., 1939 (Minett).

During the period und:r review, from 1972 to 1939, cight ( or with MPO
ibbassia, g.v., nin:) jilitary Post Officcs with their own datostamp or datastamps
wore open and thise datestamps were of course uscd both with the Crewned Circln
handstamps and to cancol the Army Post adhosives. Bach ieP.0. used variations of
a standard type of datestamp belisved to have boen made in Egypt. In tho contre
appearsd the date batweon horizontal bars; abov: the date wore the lattsrs "M.P.OW"
and kelow thoe dato the w.l'.0. nanme, Both th: 1lottors "k.P.0." and the M.P.O.
nume ars found "straight" (e.g. Figs 111 and 121) and burved" (Figs. 141 and 145)
or "straight" and "ourv:d" togethor, (Figs. 161 and 16%). Alexandria, in addition
usad a spocial distinctive datostamp commonly known as and hireafiar roferrad to
as the "Barrel" type (Fig.131).

Dvory datestmp is illustrated for casior visual identification. Provisional
numbors have baon allotted to thim so that furthor discovirize can bo inscrtnd,
Eossibly in numsrical and date ordere ( T new types and innumorable dates havo

2m record:d sinc: the first drafi).

On the inauguration of the Postal Concossion a post hox for Concagsion Wail
s placed in the . ilitary Post Offico at abkassia, but during ths poeriod up to
:f disbandmont of [1.T.0. aAbbassia on 1lst Fob., 19735, no_example of a covor with
ﬁ;ﬁf{P’O° datestamp on the front has boon reoorded,Llﬁ is probable, thsrofors,
ligh -WPd0., Cairo datestamped all tbe nail posted at ”.P.Of 1hba§sla bofora its
“I8bandment just as it did for certain aftoarwards. [1.P.0. ibrassia was situated
bout two milos from .P.0. Cairo.

5 Only onc example of the i.P.0. Abbassia datestamp has baen rocorded and that
St dncomplate strike in Leslio's colliction.
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The illustration (Fig. 101) is an exact copy of this strike and the ocover on
ghioh it 1s found originated in Cairo, Orowned Cirele 5, dated 21lst Aug., 197%% and -
was addressed to London. Here it was returned to Bgypt, being forwarded to R.A.0.C.
abbassia, receiving en route an ifP«0., Cairo datestamp on 28th Aug., 19%% and the
i,P.0, Abbassia datestamp on 29th Aug., 1937, both being struck on the reverse.

Unless and until the i,P.0. Abbassia datestamp is found as a datestamp of
origin struck on ths fac» of a cover, ws do not wish to classify it with the other
i.P.0, datestamps discussed horein. It is of interest that tho datestamps of
i,P.0., Cairo are recorded on incoming mail only, up to 1972 and those of Alexandria
gimilarly up to 1935. i.P.0. Abbassia should, wo beliovs be olassified with these
usages on the ovidenoo of matorial known to us at prosaent.

1.

-‘.lilPlO ® ABU QIR'
L s ——

%, P.0. Abu Qir was for the use of the Royal Alr Forc: Dopot at Abu Qir, and
ans openced on lst iiarch 1936 and was closed on 24th January 1937, after which
date letters woere dealt with by Abu Qir Civil Post Offioe and received the civil
datestamp. Unlike in the sarly days of the Conocession Period, MMamura civil post
officc doos not appear to have been used.

Sometime around Christmas 1936, botwesn 15th and 2 9th December according to
rocordad covers, a break occurrad in the cirocumfercnoc of the datestamp under the
"ot of Abu Qlr. Covers are known datcestamped 15th January 1936 whioh 1s, of course,
and "impossible" date but as they also bear the "break under { " they should .
almost cortainly be dated 15th January 19%7, that is to say the final slug of the
date was wrongly inscrited,

.1P.0. ABU SUEIR.

11.P.0, Abu Susir was also for the use of the ReA«F., prinoipally No. 4
Flying Training School and was opc2ned on 1st llarch 1936, tho post office beipg
situated on the R.A«F. Station. Concellations are found in black up to 1st Do,
1936 and the ii.P.0. is recordcd by Soymour Thompson writing in 1979, as closing
in this year. From 3rd. sugust 1937 however covers are again found, this time
with tho datestamp struck in blue (or gresnish blue) up to the baginning of 1979
and later during censorship.

Some covers war: routed through Abu Sueir civil post office and thance by
train to Alexandria whoere if they had not already reccived a tep.o. datostamp on
routs, they obtainnd the alexandria civil datsstamp in addition to the Abu Susir
olvil doparturs datestamp.

Barlicst date. Latost date.
via Abu Bucir civil and with Abu Qir-
Aloxandria t.p.os 27th ‘arch 19%6A.
via Abu Sunir civil and with Alaxandria
olvil 29th August 19%4. 21 Tlar 19738,

LP,0. ALEXANDRIA.

& I.Pe0Os aloxandria is first rochrded using a "Barrcl" datsstamp in 1897 (Peter
smith and Kawson) and covers bearing this type of datestamp ars known at intorvals
ntil 18th April 1919 (Tinett), following which date no example is racorded for 15
Jears, somctime during which period Z.P.0. Alexandria prosumably closed.

It rooponed, howsver, on 1st Hove 1975 at tho tims of tho Italo~/lbyssinian
Affair with a furthur vorsion of the "barrs1" datestamp (Fig. 1%1) used now as a
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cance llation and also a version of the standard type (Fig. 1%3). From recorded
covers it would appear that both these types gave way to two other versions of
t+ne standard type( Figs. 135 and 137 ) in July 19%6.

i,P.0. Aloxandria closed down on 24th Jan. 1937 and military mall was routed
through the Egyptian oivil post office.

jv.ch :)O o CI\IRO o
mer Y — ——

i, militery post office was open in the seneral Post Office, Cairo as long
ago as 1897. Here also a "Barrel" datestamp was used at this date, 25th July 1897
@ijbert) and an !i.P.0. canvellation of the standard type is reocorded in 1970
EROvell). 11.P.0. Cairo was, therafore, already open at the beginning of the Postal
Goncession Feriod and was the only military pgst off@ce then open, Cairo had
replacad asloxandria as the Base Army Post Office during ¥World War Is

.,P.0. Cairo ssrved all iroops in and around Cairo including thz Cavalry
Brigade arasas and Headquarters :iddle East, and the R...oFe Units at Helouan and
Heliopolis. Cairo had the most prolific output of lattsrs of the militery post
offices and five different datsstamps (Figs. 141 to 147) ares ~asily identifind
and wors in regular use though not all at the same time. Two and possibly thrae

: types continuad in use aftor the introduction of cansorship thes =2arliest
od covor baing dated 10th Oote 1939. (Firebraocs)

i{.iaPeO e BL DiBiis
ool ey e

77 Daba was a small villags about one hundr>d miles to the wost of Alexandria
and is on the railway, which in 12739, onded at iiorsa liatruh, a further cighty
miles wastward. The rail head was at Fuka, about halfway betveen Marsa VFatruh
and ©1 Daba on tho Survey of Egypt map of 1937 and it remained thors untlil 1974,
(Fuka w11l be mentioned again whon oivil datestamps ars considersd).

It is not known when a iiilitary Post Offics was sstablishad but a barracks
sxisted there according to this samo survey, prasumably used by the Egyptian Arnmy.

Two axamples only of ths datestamp have besn reocrded, on» cover and a pair
on pisos. K1 Daba canccllations arn tha scarcost of tha IZ.P.0. conoczllations of
this period. wo ocovers ars rocorded during censorship.

.P.0. :iERSA LATRUH.

An airfield, possibly from World War I oxisted at lzast as early as 1933 and
also on: at Sollum on the Egyptian-Libyan Frontiecr. The port of ilersse iatruh was
opsrated as Royal Haval Stafion somatims betwesn September 1975 and July 1976 while
avants ware taking place which led to the Italian conquost of Abyssinia.

i military sub-office without its own datestamp and of oourse with no Crovmad
Circl handstamp was opencd in November 1935 and this was raised to a Mllitary Post
Offine with its own datestamp on 1st l:arch 197%6. It clos2d on 30th October 19324,
ths lntest rocorded date boing 17th Sept. 19%6. (Fig. 183).

In September 1938, H.Q. "ritish Troops in Egypt assembled a “"obils TForen

comprising units forming the Cairo Cavalry Brigads which operated in the desert
around [lsrsa Yiatruh. It was withdrawn the following month and as the 7th Armourced
Division roturnsd to the dascert in .inrch 1939 for training.

5 o Tn 1938 this f.P.0. appears to havas boen re-openci using a datestamp numbered
ﬁg’ and gith the spelling altersd to MARSA NATRUH (2nd. Ootober 1938, recorded -
#ig. 167 ).
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In August 1929 the 7th Armoured Division again went into the Wastern Desert
returning to Cairo in Decembsr 1939 ~ the Ttalians having at this stage refrained
from entering the war,

A further datestamp, numbered "1" and with the spelling as in number "2"is
now recorded from 4th iarch 1939 (Fig. 169). HNo covers arc recorded during
censorship.

The two periods of use of these lisrsa _latruh datestamps are distinguished by
the symbols (1) and (4i) in tho summary which follows,

1 Po0s MOABCARS
Eeksve /aoM N

This .illitary Post Office was ostablished on the first day of the Postal
concession Feriod on 1st Hovomber 1932 wheon only ii.Pe0. Calro was in existence.
14 was ostablishoed for the use of the Army in idoascar and tho Roysal Air Foroe at
Ismailia.

The first datostamp (Fige 171) had the "0" widsly soparated from the "P" in
"pM.P.0." and is thus casily distinguished. Tho latest rocorded date of its vory
short 1ife is 16th January 19373 which is two days befor: Crowned Circle handstamp
ioes 7, which had benn issued to .i.P.0O. licascar is last recorded (Byam) having
disappearcd , allegedly down a wells A letter in Byam's possession from Colonel
Comyn who was thon on the 8taff in Egypt states that Crowned Circls handstamp Mo.7
was report:d"mislaid” on Ath larch 19%3. The fate of thess two handstamps may well
ba very closcly connected, since the carliest date so far rocordad for the
alternative or replacement datostemp is 10th April 1933 (“ixett )

puring 1939 letters address~d to England have boon recorded routed via
ilexandria civil post officc. Ons, datestampod T1ePwO. oascar on 5th January 1939,
asscd through Aloxandria civil post office on 6th January and another cover dated
15th July 1979 was backstampzd with an Alexandria oivil post office datrstamp on
a dato whioh is probably that of the following daye.

«P.0. PORT SAID.

This -.ilitary Post Office was opsnad on 1st l.arch 1936 and was situatsd
probably at Hlavy Housa for the usc of both naval and military personnal in Port
Said.

Fow covors have beon rocordsd and many of those that have appear to be at
least semi~philatelic. Tho latest recorded date is 1st Docember 19%6 and 1t may
well be, therefors, that the [isPeOe was closed on 24th January 1937, at tho same
time as the 1.P,O's at Abu Qir and AHlexandriae

AILITARY POST OFFICES AT CAIRG D [i0ASCAR.

During the ourrcnsy of the [i.P«O, datestamps which we are considering and
towards the ond of tho life of the Military Seals, it was decided to make certain
moves of the Crowned Circle numbored handstampse

Far roasons whioh we have so far besn unable to discover and on dates which
we havs not beoen able to pin point, tho following moves tock place :-

Crowmaod Cirole ilos. 1 & 8 from 1.PeO. lioascar to .«P.0. Cairo.
Crowncd Circle Hose 4 & 2% from HeP(0« Calro to [14P«0« ‘inascar,

Crownod Circle Ho. 1 is last rocordsd in foascar on 15th June 1935 (ax-Hindo)
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e
and Crowned Girole 8 last recorded on 14th April 1935 (Ward notes, ex Grylls, and
Parker). No Gairodates have been geen other than on covers prepared to ordor
dates 15th lgreh 1936, the last day on whioh the military seals were allowsd to
pe uscd and those handstamps may therefore have baen withdrawm to reserve.

crowned Circle No. 4 is last recorded 4n Cairo on 19th Harch 1974 (Ward notes,
ox Grylls) and first reoorded in :ioascar on 7th Sept. 1935 (rocorded). Crawned
girclec Ho. 22 is last known in Cairo on 29th dMay 1938 (Loglio> and the first known
date for iioasoar is 26th July 1935 (Ward notes, ox Grylls Y,

The assistance is roquested of members who are abls to throw further light
on those handstamp moves or who have covers which closc the gaps revealed hare in

dates.
SULMARY .
.—-’_—-'-——
Woe now scot out in tabular form all the information which we have so far heen

gble to record of thase circular datas handstomps and we are aware that the
prgsontation, sspeeially with regard to dates, is by no moans complete.

LIFE OF THE HJ.P.0's.

The datc of the opening or re—opening of six of tho ecight 1i.P.0's is knewn.

Two wore closed in 1937, ono probably clos:d about ths samo time and thros wore
gtill in usc during censorship. The two dates known for Il Daba are shown as the

narlicst and latcst datss and both periods of use of iorsa Matruh arc shown.

HILITARY POST OFFICE. D4ATE OF OPENING OR DARLIAST DATS OF CLOSING. LATEST:®
DATE. i : CEH D
abu Qlr Opsnad 1 ilarch 193%8. Clos»d 24 Jan. 197%7.
ABU SUEIR Opesnad 1 liaroh 197%4. Latast uncansnorad
%1 ifarch 1978,
ALEXATDRIA Roononed 1 fove 197%5. Clos2d 24 Jan. 1977.
CAIRO Alroady opan, 1 ilove 1932, Lat:st unosnsnrad
15 Sopte 1979,
b DABA garliest datoe, 5 Aug. 1939. Latsst date, 31 Aug. 1979.
MERSA LunTRUH Ei) Opensd 1 liarch, 1936. Clos~d 20 Oct. 197%6.
II1) Farlisst dat:, 2 Oct. 19%38. Latost date. 21 Sep. 19%9.
MOASC AR Opu:nzd 1 liove 19%2. Lat2st uncoensorad
28 .uge 197%9.
PORT SAID Opon:d 1 ::arch 1935. Latest date. 1 Doc. 1983A.

Asbu Sucir is spolled "Abu Suwsr" in oivil datostamps of this poriod and the
altoration of th2 spelling of 'iersa ‘iatruh on the introduction of tho numb~ored
datestamps has been noted abov:. Wo us: ths above sp21llings throughout.

DESCRIPTION OF TH. DATESTiIPS.

Twonty different datostamps have besn recordsd from the 2ight MePW0'se



P

The Quarterly Ciroular.

Vols Ve Hosg.

7 & 8.

Pagoe 87,

These are all illustrated as Figs. 111 to 181.

distanoe betwesn date
final stop, aro given,

gotting ot of M.P.O. and the placs name.

111
121
131
133
135
137
141
142
143
145
147
149

1561
161
163
167

MILITARY POST OFFICE

WORDING.
H.P.0. ABU QIR
1M.Ps0« ABU SUEIR
1ePe0e ALLXANDRIA

—

ITePs0e CAIRO

MePsOs GoH.Qe

CAIRO.
1MePeO« L DABA

LAYOUT.

Straight/Straight
Straight/Straight
Curved /Curved

Straight/Straight
Straight/Straight
Straight/Straight
Curv.:d /Curved

Straight/Straight
Straight/straight
Curv~d /Curved

Straight/Straight

Straight/Straight

Straight/straight

1 P40, 1ERSA MATRUH Straight/Curved

—

e P [ O . 2 EGARS I\

HATRUH
TaRSA
i TRUH

1iaPsO0s 1

iieP«0s 2I0ASCIAR

.:.P nOu PORT S[XID

Straight/Curved
Curved/Curved

Curvaed/Curved
Straight/Straight
Straight/straight

Straight/straight

bars and th? length of the letteras
Mzasureoments arein millimetres.

DIAMETER,

2745

27«5

2645

2845
2665

2645

DATE

10

7a5
75
10

Basic measuraments of diameter,
"M.P.0." including the
Layout refers to the

MeFPa0,

14

14

Barrcl

16
12
1445
14
17
1A
13

18

Yoasurcments are not given below a half millimetre and are in some cases
slightly biased toward tho ocontrasts of datestamps whioh at first glance may look

8imi 1ap

17.P.0. Alexandria, Fig. 135 has no stop after

LIFE OF THE DATESTANPS.

r0 «

The oiroular datestamps are found struck in black, violet, rsd and blus. Dirty
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100king handstamps are recordnd as blaock, Tho following table shows,in eaoh colour,
tho earliest date struck and the latest date of covers bofors the introduoction of
consorship. Dated picoes, which cannot show aither pre~censorship or censorship

arc lgnored.

usc,
MILITARY POST  FIG. EARLIEST DATE OWNiER LATEST DATE. oW R IICTES
OFFICH
gtruck in black.
;:%.O. ABU i%&? 111 1 Mar 1935 Minott 24 Jan 1937 Gilbert
M. P.0. ABU SUsSIR 121 1 Mar 1936 Firebraca 1 Dece. 1974 Firabrace
11P.0. ALEXANDRIA 131 22 Hov 1935 Fircbracs 11 Sep 1974 Firabraca
- 133 13 iov 1935 racordad 13 July 1936 Firobrace
- 135 7 July 1934 Minott 20 July 1935 Firebraca e
- 137 21 July 1936 Fircbrace 18 Dec 19%6 Minatt
itsP+0e« CAIRC 141 1 Hov 1932 Minctt June 19738 ¥inett
- 142 1 Hov 1932 Firsbrace 28 llar 1977 Potter
- 143 17 Dec 1932 Revell 8 Secp 1935 Firabraca
= 14 25 Apr 1937 Minett 13 Jan 1939 rocordad
= 147 10 Dnc 1938 Fircbraocs 16 3ep 1939 Firabraco B
¥ePeOs 01 DABA 151 5 Aug 1939 Firsebrace 31 isug 1979 Revell
YoPe0o IBRSA MATRUH.161 % liar 1936 Firebraoco 29 ilar 1936 Fircbraco
- 167 14 ilar 1974 I“inett 17 Sep 1936 Firobrace
- do.2. 167 2 Ooct 1938 rocorded
~ ii0e 1. 169 4 ar 1939 Firasbrace 21 Scp 1939 Revell
iTaPe0+ MOASCAR 171 11 Hov 1932 Turton 16 Jan 193%% Iinett
- 172 10 Apr 1933 ifinett 28 Aug 1979 Firebraco
Y.P.0. PORT SAID. 181 1 !Mar 1936 Firsbrace 1 Dec 1936 Firobrace
Struck in violet.
4P.0. ABU QIR 111 1 iar 1936 Pircbrace
“ePe0. ALBXANDRIA. 131 30 ifay 19346 Firsbrace 1 Junc 1936 Firebracoe
“WP.0. CAIRO 141 7 iay 1935 Leslie
= 142 16 Dec 1932 Firebrace 8 lay 1975 Firabrace
ERSA MATRUH 161 1 Zlar 1936 Firebraca 28 llar 1975 recorded
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MILITARY POST Fla. LaRLIGST Dall Q¥IZR LATZST DTS QW'LR - 10T™S

T OFFLCHE
H0aSCaR 171 8 ifov 1932 ex~Hindo 24 llov 1932 Byam
» 173 18 Mar 1933 Firobraca 15 Deo 1935 Firebraoce

struck in Red.

,P.0s ABU IR 111 26 ilov 1236 Firasbrace C
1P 0. ALLZLIDRIAS 1721 24 lov 1936 Fircbraose

i7ePe0e CAIRC 149 7 sug 1938 Firebrace D
11.P.0. H045CLR 173 24 Sep 1933 Los 1o

gtruck in bluac.

' P.0. ARU SUZIR 121 3 Aug 1937 inott 31 liar 1938 Firebracas

0TnS e

A —~ Backstamp on local l2tter addressed to aReA.5.Ce Officer and thrice
forwarded.

B - Tho carlicst recorded date wlth censor is 10 Scp 1979

C ~ Backstamp on latter from British F.P.0s 16, Palnstine,

T - Impr2ssion struck on cover which was not oven addressed,
C0.1CIUSIOi.

Four datostamps appear to have had a vory short 1life and cowvors must he
¢c-nsidarod scares or cven rare.,

17.P+0. nlexandria Fig, 135. 7 July 1976 —~ 20 July 1975

7.P.0« BEL Daba 151 5 Aug 1939 . =1 Aug 1939
¥ ePe0« Mersa lfatruh 141 1 !far 1938 -~ 29 iiar 1974
“ePe0e iLlvascar 171 8 lov 19732 -~ 16 Jan 1973

Only onc improssion is known of Calro Fige 149 and liersa l'atruh Fig. 167,
Two oxamples are known of 41 Daba Fig. 151 and Alexandria Fig. 135 boasts three

The date bracket of oascar Fige 171 will probably be anlarged if the
"mislaid" date of Crowned Circle handstamp ilos 7 reported by lottsr from Sgypt
is confirmed by further covoers.

Vic wish to oxpross our thinks to those who have so kindly lent material for
rccording and thosc who have centributed information which hnas been incorperatnd
above.,. Owners of covers bearing carliest and latest dates, -r other covorg
mentioned, belonging to members of DeSeCey OePesiele,or FePoHeSs have beon named.
411 (ther dates mentioncid have been secn and rocorded by mne of us and ars
designnted by the word M"recorded” oxcopt s otherwise stated. Ownors of racordad
covars ars askad to chock their datos,
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Information adding to our knowledge of this subject is sti1ll required and
thera is obviously muoh 4t~ be garnered from membérs‘.collect@ons. It would ho
appreciated 1f covers revealing additional datzs or information could be sant,
for recording, to C. W. Minott, hssistant Keepor of the Philgtolio Racord,
ggypt Study Circle, "Fairm3ad", Bridgefiold Road, Tankerton, Kont.

Also required are covers of this period from named post offices bearing date
stamps of the Egyptian Civil Post and also covers from named (as opposed to
fnumbered” ) post offices with military or civil post offices datestamps and which
have been censoreds  The following informatisn on snach cover is roquired -

Post Office - Civil or Military, wording, tyne, colour and date.
Postal Rate - of cuver, with dates of arrival or forwarding c.d.s.

Consor ~ Type (skotch) ilo. and c¢olsur, and name of censoring officer,

Location Unit -~ Whoreasbouts of sender and unit.

S50y 1TEW FACTS ABOUT THE EGYPTIAIT POST IN HARAR,

by Lars Alund.

n the =70's.the provincg of Hara now p; of Zthiopia) was oc 0
the Egyg%langound ?% Bol%%ggd tg }gypg &p to Régg, 1% hoe goog stntedozﬁitdtgz
Lgypticn authorities organised 2 postal systom and that Zgyptinn stamps wern usad
at least from 1881 to April 26th, 1885, when the provincs wis evacuatad by the
Sgyptinans and the postal service bocwme totally disorganised. Vory little is
known about the post in Harar from 1885 to 1898, whon the Lthiopian postal systom
in Harar was cstablished by Swiss advisers to the Emperor Menelik IT.

By chancc I have got to know an 0ld Swiss gentleman, ifichel by name, who wasg
appointed postmaster in Harar in 1901 and whs then livad there for several yoars.,
He told me that cven after April 1885 a cortain internal postal sarvice was
carried on by a former Dgyptian post-office olerk, who romained in Harar aftsr th»
withdrawal of the Dgyptian troops until the town was occupied by Menelik in 1887.
This ¢lsrk continued to frank the lettors with the remaining Bgyptian stamps and
as obliturator he usocd a type, probably used by the €atholic mission in Harar. The
obliterator is shaped as a Maltese cross, formad by parallel 1inas and with dots
in tho corners betwesn the legs of the oross. It bears no date. it a philatalic
oxhibition I have seon some stampless covers from LDthiopia, marked with strikes
from an obliterator of the same type. Whon the Lgyptian post clork f£l1ed from
Harar in 1887 just befores the arrival of Menalik's troops he is said 4o have
deposited the obliterator with the Prench mission bishop ¥Mgr Thaurin.

Thanks to Mr. Michel I huve alsn saen same covers from 1886, post:d in Harar
and bearing Lgyptian stamps with the HMaltese cross cancollati-n. Tho story bohind
this might be of a certain intercst.

The framous French poet Rimbaud settled d.own in Harar in 1880. First heo was
fmployed by a merchant housaz in Aden, acting as their agent in the province,buying
hides, ivoery and coffes. Later on, probably in 1886, Rimbnaud negociated =ith
thres foreign advisers to Henelik, named Chefnoux, Savourc and Ilg, and his
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conneotions with these gentlemen went on up to 1896. A daughter to Mr. Chefneux's
35 still alive, and when asked to investigate carefully the corregpondence of her
1ate father she found four covers from Rimbaud. All these covers , which are
addressed to Mr. Savour? or a porson in his camp, bear Egyptian stamps with the
Maltesc oross oblitdfation in blue. On their backs they have the name of Rimbaud
togoether with 2 handwritten date. The dates run from January to December 188A.
onc of the oovers, dated January 5th, 1886, is franked with the brown 5 para

stamp from 1879, two of them, datedDecember 20th 1886, bear the 10 para graeen fronm
1884, and on the fourth cover the grey 5 piaster stamp from 1884 is to be seen,
This last cover with tho date of aApril 10th, 1886, is the only onc I was able to
socurc for my collection but I have had photographs made of two of the romaining
covers. The photoos are produced on the previous page.

I night add that I have also scen some contemporancous stampless covers from

darar with the same cross cancellation and with the impression of thres or four
nthiopian coins in blue, cevidently showing the postage paid.

With these facts it will be seon that Zgyptian stamps were tised in Harar also
1ater than April 26th, 1885, although thore was no official postal service from
the Bgyptians after that date. At least the now discovered documents seom 4o be
of a certain historical interest.




