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REPORT of the 143rd Meeting of the Egypt Study Circle held at the
office. of the British Philatelic Association, London, on the
Tth October 1972.

John Gilbert presided, and the following members were present:
Peter Andrews, Jim Benians, Ken Brown, John Firebrace, Stanley Horesh,
Charles Minett, Madame Sotiraki, Dean Turton, Pip Whetter. Apologies
were received from B.L.G. MachArthur and R.A.G. Potter.

John PFirebrace (E.5.C. No. 71) introduced the study of the
afternoon "The French/British Campaign 1798-1801 and the Arabi Revolt of
1882". He commented that information held in the 'Rec- rd' was meagre, and
that material of the two periods under discussion was ifficult to find.

The study proper began with a letter from Bonaparte, General en
Chef, to admiral Canteaume dated lgt December 1798, but without postal
markings. This was followed by a letter from Kleher who succeeded to the
command when Bonaparte returned to France.

Postal History material included straight line hand stamps from
Benesouef and Le Caire (in black and red) and Siouth; and manuscript tou..s
of origin Rahmanic and Siouth. |

The Commissaire Ordonnateur en Chef cachet was shown in both
sizes and similar oval manuscript markings. Examples of manuscript rates,
both cancelled and uncancelled were shown. We have no real knowledge of
thege yet,

The French portion ended with an example of a letter from the
9th demi-Brigade in General heynier's division which pierced the British
blockade and was landed at Toul-n, where the V.A.M.P. TOULON mark was
applied.

| The British Campaign portion opened with a letter from Nelg-n
written from Naples on the 6th December saying that he had 'hurried from
Bgypt early in asugust' which would be shortly after the Battle of the Nile.
This was followed by a letter "On His Britannic Majesty's Service" (but
without postal markings) to the Turkish oupreme Vizier, telling him of the
death of General Abercrombt .

Letters from British troops seem to be scarcer than letters
written by the French. Three were shown, all to fngland and all with ship
letter marks of Deal, Portsm- uth and Plymouth. FPerhaps more Egypt Campaign
letters lie undetected in Ship Letter collections.
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The 1882 Campaign from a postal history print of view is
possibly more accurately referred to as the Arabi Hevolt since this title
makes it easier to understand the use by the military of the figyptian Civil
Pogt Office. Several covers using the civil post office in Alexandria and
Ismailiah were shown for late August. The Army Post Office began opera-
tions on the 28th August.

Officers letters cost 2%d. to send and other ranks 1ld. They
could be sent paid or unpaid and examples were shown of each. Unpaid
letters were correctly charged single rate at destination, and generally
took between nine and twelve days in transit.

British Forces also used Egyptian 20 paras postcards, sand the
information which these contain is often valuable for movements and
locations.

Two covers from the Indian Contingent were shown, with the
circular date stamps reading Field Force Post Office No. 1 and No. 2
respectively. These are rare.
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It should be added that John set the seen for his display,
and created atmosphere of the period, with a fine thematic display ~f
Napoleon's life with stamps, engravings and photographs. These included
review of his army at Lyons before leaving France, and the conguest H»f
Malta en route to BEgypt.

The Chairman oongratulatéd John on his excellent display
which all present had found so very interesting and instructive.

-——-—.—H_--"—h

REPORT of the 144th Meeting of the lgypt Study Circle held at the

National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London S.W.l, on the
2nd December 1972,

J.H.BE., Gilbert presided, and the following members were present:
P. Andrews, L. Bowyer, K.C. Brown, D.H. Clarke, C.A. Gilders, Mrs. G.A.
Hide, J.3. Horesh, H.L.G. MacArthur, C.W. Minett, G.D. Turton,
R. Wheatley, P.E. Whetter. Apologies were received from F.W. Benlans and
ReAAolze Potter.

In opening the meeting John Gilbert expressed satisfaction at
seeing so many members present, he gave a warm welc-me to Mrs. Hide and
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the new members, and congratulated Ken Brown on obtaining a venue for the
meeting at such short notice as the British Philatelic Ass:.ciation's room
was no longer available.

The secretary reportéd that an invitation had been received to
nominate two delegates for 'Congress 1973'. He also stated that he had
get aside six days in 1973 for Circle meetings.

The Editor of the Quarterly Circular, thrrugh the Secretary,
reported that the cost of producing the 'QC' was rising sharply, and also
that a new size (decimal) paper would soon have to be used. It was agreed
that a review of the annual subscription should take place as it was
essential to the Circle that the excellence of the Quarterly Circular be

maintained.

The Keeper of the Philatelic Record presented two items for
opinion - two 1866 20 paras which were purported to be perf-ration 13 all
round. The stamps were genuine but it was agreed that the perforations
were not. |

A discussion ensued as to future procedure at meetings the
result of which showed the majority to be in favour of the following
ordexs - |
Officers Reports.

Circle business. |

keview of the main topic of the previous meeting.
Main topic and display.

Any other business.

It was noted that time could be saved if members with pertinent material
would, prior to the meeting, contact the leader of the discussién so that
the material could be presented in the proper sequence. This also applied
to new and previously unrecorded material which, where possible, should be
gsent to the Keeper of the Kecord for inclusion in his rep-rt.

Mac demonstrated to members, with the help of two actual size
photographs of the two 1872 10 paras sheets, his exciting discovery as to
the importance of the perforations in relation to plating. (See the
chapter on perforations - Third Issue continued, in this number - Editor).

The main subject of the meeting was then introduced - "The |
Postal Stationery of Egypt'". This was led by Charles Minett whose separate
report is included in this numbexr. |

The Chairman congratulated Charles on his excellent handling
of a most interesting subject, and which he remarked on as gaining in
popularity with meny collectors. He wished all a very happy New Year,
and members unanimously congratulated the officers of the Circle on a very
interesting and successful year, with a special -ote of thanks to Ken Brown
for his excellent and capable take-nver of the Stcretary/Treasurer's duties.
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NOTES FROM THu KkePEx OF ©Hi PHILATLLIC RECORD
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Charles W. Minett, (E.S5.C. No. 77)

The French Consular Office, Alexandria

Leslie Bowyer (LSC No. 98) has showyn ug a commercial cover
addressed to Marseilles bearing a 50c. 'Merson' of Alexandria
cancelled by the normal double-circle (the inner is dotted) datestamp
ALEXANDKIE/le/JUIN/O4/_EGYPTE and backstamped at Marseilles on the
23rd June. |

In addition, on the front, is a violet rubber handstamp PAR
COUNLTER AUTHICHIEN (56.5mm. x 2.75mm.) which may be translated as
'By Austrian Post (or Mail)!

PAR COURRIER AUTRICHIEN

There was, of csurse, no Austrian Consular »ffice in Egypt in
1804 and since the cachet is in French one may assume it was struck
by the firm of S. Petsaly, alexandria, whose imprint is on the back
of the envelope.

But for this instructional mark one would have expected this
letter to have been carried direct to Marseilles either by a steamer
of the Menageries Maritime or by one of the British or Germen ILines
since, so far as we are aware, the Austrian Lloyd ships served -nly
the Eastern Italian ports and Trieste. We seek enlightenment.

Apkxcsac s

Peter Smith (&5C No. 74) has sent a copy of an intriguing cover
in his collection. It is an OHMS envelope (which has a manuscript
"Not" placed in front of the "On") franked by a pair of 1884
provisional 20 paras/ﬁ pliastres cancelled by tw-y strikes of the Italo-~
Arabic cds of Dongola (Type V-5) which we illustrate.
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Addressed to H.W. Anstruther Esq., Royal Ingineers, Walp-~le
otreet, New Cross, London, it bears the arrival backstamp of London
S.E. (LB/UE 29/84). The address has been crossed ocut and the words
"Orange River" s¢ribbled across, it has been re-directed to
"l'elegraph Battalion, Bechuanaland, So. Africa® and bears the
forwarding duplex mark of New Cross (X/LE 30/84) and the Cape Town
arrival cds {D/Ji 22/85). On the front is a pencilled note "On line
to Taungs" (a place some twenty miles south of Vryburg).

The translation of the Arabic date in the Dongola cds is 11/
Decembe:/BO which, from the above mentioned details, is clearly
incorrect.

Peter bmith says that he has never encountered this type of
postmark with dates later than '80 with the exception of Barbar which
is known with the Arabic dot changed in manuscript to "1'" (i.e. '81) -
there is an example of this illustrated in Colonel Danson's article in
the 'West-End Philatelist! for May/June 1950, and a reduced illustra-
tion of it im 'LOP' April 1954 page 369, and he g-res on to suggest that
this type of cds was provided with date slugs in single units bearing
both digits covering the years from 1874 (when it was first recorded -
in June) to 1880. -

This contention is supported by a note in the kecHord to the
effect that the late Surgeon-Captain ¥.F. Mahon (®SC N>. 27) had an
example ol this type of cds., of Kassala on which the date had heen
altered in manuscript from 80 to 81.

(Footnotes In the 'Mahon' sale (H.R. Harmer 9th November 1948)
lot 405 comprising five of his six recorded 1 piastres (1879)
together with a 2 piastres, all with datestamps of Kassala
realised £12.10s. (estimated at £10). |
Lot 404 contained fifteen 1 piastre rose and one 20 paras blue
cancelled Barbar which fetched £26 (estimated £20).

Lot 406 contained thirty-one Sudan postmarks on Egyptian stamps
- Khartoum, Souakin, 'with a few Tokar!. Realised £16 (estimate

£15).
Where are they now??

in Lgyptian Govermment Jleobel,

Another item from Peter Smith is a cover franked by a 1 piastre
from Ghouria (Cairo) in February 1888 addressed to a Parisian book-
seller. On the reverse are transit marks of Cair~ and Port Said and
a French cds. of arrival. On the obv’rse is an imperf.rate pink
label with Bnglish and Arabic inscriptions. Tying it, perhaps
fortuitously, is a rough circular stamp with '"N,18" (has this any
postal significance?). We illustrate both.
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Four more of these labels, but this time on white paper, have
been used to tie down the flap of a .ortion of a large registered
cover shown to us by Peter iAndrews (©5C No. 122). Printing
characteristics on these are identical with those on leter Smith's
exemple yet this second cover, from Giza (Branch) to London, is
dated November 1921.

Peter bmith has been in touch with Jean Boulad d'Humieres
(ESC No. 16) who does not think that it is a specifically postal
label, but was used by a government oiffice in lieu of officislly
imprinted stationery. The latter thinks tHo that the circuler
mark may be foreign, H-nly accidentally falling nn the label. My
own views coincide with these especially as neither corver carries
a departmental imprint or handstamp yet both were pnsted in offices
much used by government departments. sny further infrrmation or
opinions would be most welcome.

W.W.1l -~ The ¥rench Naval sir ¥Force in Bgypt.

M . ek AT S o

A further example of the French Fli, ht's mail has been seen by
Kenneth Davis (kSC No. 148) wh» has sent a xerox ¢ py »f «n unfranked
cover addressed to a Madame Louis Ment in Clamart, France, pasrt of
the sender's address is on the reverge and includes the name Ment
and "aviabtion maritime---Port Said".

The front hes the cds. "CORKH, D'JAMNES/EOa“ oAlD" dated
11/J4N/15 (similar to ~ur illustration) and the double circle cachet
AVIELION Men[TIME/de Port Said (Port Said is in manuscript) with an
anchHr in the centre which is similar to that -n the card rep-rted by
Dr. rinter (Guarterly Circular No. 82 page 164). The cover was back-
stamped 19th January -n arrival.
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W.W.l. The French Navy in ligypt.

In addition Ken Davis reminds us of the ¥rench !'¥-rces lLavale
du Levant' by sending a xerax of a picture postecard (~f the Citadel
of Cair~) addressed to Grennble bearing the COKIt. DPﬁRMﬁEs/}OHT DAl
cds. dated 1{(?)0/MaI/20 and the triple-circle cachet of the MAKINE
FheNCAlSE/POaT-54I0 with anchor in centre which is similar to the
one illustrated ab-ve except frr the band . easring the wording which
is 5.5 mm. wide instead ~f 4.75 mm. as illustrated, thus making the
greater diameter 34.5 mm. instead of 33 mm..

The smallexr cachet (illustrated) occurs in blue »n local
picture post-cards with messages in French dated 22 Dec. 1916 (Len
Perry - BSC No. 9. - collection) and 29 Jul., and 26 Oct. 1917 {both
riinett coliection). Since these three are unaddressed and hsve no
postal markings it would seem probable that they were despatched
enclosed in envelopes. "

From late in 1914 British and ¥French Noval Forces assisted in
the defence of the Suez Canal which was threatened by Turkish Forces
operating from Sinai.

1923 King Fuad Issue.

Ken Brown (ESC No. 138) kindly advises us thst he has a used
cony of the 200 mills. { Zeheri No. 93) with reversed watermark used
at slexandria (date uncertain). Hitherto nrec-rded, its disc-very
means that only the £kl. »f this issue remains to be  und with this
watermark variety.,
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To celebrate their 25th anniversary the (Civil Service Fkilatelic
Society is acting as host to this year's Congress, which is being held in
London at the Bonnington H-tel in Southampton now, fr-m Mrhnday 30th April

to Fridsy 4th May 1973. J.H. Gilbert {(#SC N~. 50) and C. Gilders (137
No. 134) will pe the Circle's delegates.

It is planned thst the xgypt Study Jircle will hnld a special
meeting during Congress on the evening of fhursday the 3rd May 1973, at
8.00 p.m.

Will any member who can attend this meeting pleese nntify the
Secretary of the Circle, in order that the organisers of Congress may be
ir. formed.
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MEMBERSHIP

We welcome the following new members:-

E.3.C. No., 169 Mr. I. Holly,
C/”~ Copertex Lda,
Av. islmirante Reis,
14, 6' - D LISBON,
Portugal.

£.5.C. No. 170 ¥. Menne Larson,
Bymarks Alle 22,
DK 9500, HOBRO,
Denmark.

Alfurther change of address is noted for:

£.5.C. No. 130 K. Pogson,
11, Vicar Park R-ad,
Norton Tower,
HallIFiX,
Yorkshire. HX2 ONL.
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IN MEMORTUM

wWe were very ad to hear of the death of our seninr member,
Mr. E. H. Warren (&3C No. 69), on the 19th November 1972, at the
age of 923 years, at his home at Westcliff-on- sSea, Msgex.

He was an early member of the Circle snd had been a most
useful and helpful member over the many years. As a former
master printer his chief interest lay with the primary techniques
encountered in stamp production, and it was his g-»d advice which
helped us with so many of the printing problems in connection with

Lgyptian stamps both ~f the earller:uymmmj and the ph-togravure
issues of the later period.

Our sympathy is extended to his family. We shall always
remember him as a kindly and gentle man, ever friendly and willing
to help others at all times - and he will be grestly missed. We
are grateful that he has had and enjoyed such a long and useful
life, and are proud tn have had the opportunity of knowing him.

(J~hn H.E. Gilbert).
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NOTwo ON THE POSTAL 3UaPIONsxY OF nGYPL
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by
Charles W. Minett (&.5.C. No. 77)
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The main subject discussed at the Circle meeting -»n the 2nd
December 1972 was Postal Statisnery and a general display mrunted in
groups, each arranged chrnnolngically, was passed round and later
supplemented by the material of the members present.

Although our rresident was unable to attend he had sent four-
teen pages of De la Rue essays and pr-»fs, previously unseen by most of
the members present, -and these were interprsed in the group which
contained envelnspes.

At the end of theselnotes, by kind permissi-n of Col. lenson,
I record for the first time in detail this material.

In addition Leslie Bowyer produced nine examples which tzllied
with some of the above.

Of the later issues rhntographs, from our Hecord of essays
held in the Government Postal Museum in Cairo, were shown. These had been
given by Chaftar Bey to Dr. Byam in 1950 and are listed in detail belosw.

A number  printing flaws occurring on postcards and letter-
cards were viewed, some are patently constant and should aid us in deter-
mining how many images went to form a printer's sheet. 4t our February
1973 meeting we are having a short resume when I expect t: elsborate nn
these characteristics and later extend these notes by means of illus-
trations.

The dates of issue of the various values are very imprecise
and 1 will be glad to receive earliest dates of material in the collect-
ions of members. In this connection I wish to thank R. Seymrur Blamfield,
r. 4. kinter and Leslie Bowyer who have responded already.

I wish to thank als» Ibrahim Chaftar and Mehanny .id for having
provided me with information and George Houston who had sent items from
his collection for the display.

f~day by far the best listing remains that of Jean Boulad and
a, Cocatre which was published in br-klet form in Faris in January 1947.
1t was a revised edition of Jean Bsulad's article which appeared in
"I'Orient Philatelique' in 1936/37 (Numbers 27, 28 and 31).
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The more modern listings of Billig (1948) and Higgins and
Gage (1966), whilst being of s-me assistance, contsin a number of
inaccuracies.
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record of Phht-graphs of Essays held in the Government
Pogstal Museum in Cairo. |

Sy

FPictorial Issue

10 milliemes Colossi by BDe la ue dated 13th december
1912, and later adopted for use on the envelspe and letter-
card of 1913/14.

sing Fuad Issues (Not adopted) o

A) Full face, front view, inscription in irabic, dated
20th March 1924.
2, 4, 5 and 15 milliemes.

B) Head facing to right, inscriptions in Arabic snd French
dated 10th June 1925.
2, 4, 5 and 15 milliemes.

C) Three-quarter portrait, inscriptions in Arabic and
French, dated 1O0th June 1925.
2y, 4,5 and 15 milliemes.

D) 4s 'B' but with an additional outer ring inscribed in
knglish "Registration & Prstage Fee", dated
19th June 1925.
15 miiliemes.

E) As 'C' but with an additioncl outer ring inscribed in
knglish "Registration and Postage Yee", dated
19th June 1925.
15 milliemes.

F) Centre dgie of head facing to right, dated 10 (cr 18)
February 1927.
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Record of Lt. Col. Danson's fourteen sheets of Fostal Statiqnery,
Bgsays, Die Fronfs, etc.

1. 1887 Original centre die, w-rking state. Prial print in red.
2. 1887 a) vie proof, uncoloured. "23 Sep. 87" and "BrFORE HilDENING",
b) " T in blue "o " 1"

c) ™ . L M/s "Original Die" "26 Sep. 87"
and "APTER Hil DENING".
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3. 1887 ONE PIASTRE

a) Essay, original die, in.blue, wrrking state,
pyramid shaded {partly rem-ved).

b) Original No. 2 die, in issued colour blue (pyremid
| white). "13 Dec. 97" and m/s “2".

¢c) Essay, in blue (pyramid shaded), probably from a
subsidiary die and taken from a) above.

"4 APR, 88",
d) Die proof in red.
4. 1888 TWO PIASTHES
a) Working state in blue.
b) " , in blue. Dated "7 Sep. 88",
c) " 0 in blue. Dated "27 Sep. 88" and
YELEFORE HegDENING",
d) " " in blue. Dated "26 Oct. 88" and

"APTER HARDENING".

5. 1889 5 MILLIuMES
a) Original die, whrking state. In red.
b) " " ., In red. Dated "13 Aug. 89".

¢} Die proof. In carmine. Undated.

6. 1889 5 milliemes

a) Original die pmof. In red. Dated "24 Sep. 89" and
"EBFORY, HARDENING!,

b) Proof of subsidiary die. In red. "18 Jul. Q"
and m/s '"No. 2".

c) L " b 4 In red. "18 Jul. 90”
and m/s No., 3

70 m _}; millieme
a) Original dié, working state. In red.
b) L ", In red. bated "1% aAug. 89",

¢} Undated essay. In red. (The'lines and inscriptio-ns
are much coarser than in the
original die).

d) Original die. In red. "24 Sep. 89" and
WEEPORE HARDENTNG"
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8. 1894-9g1 1 miliieme
a) Undated die prosf. In red.

b) Original die proof. In red. '"10 Jul. 84" and
"hFORE HAR DENING™.

¢) Subsidiary die proof. In red. "23 Nov. 96" and
m/S "N'ﬁ) ] 2 die" [*]
9. 1900-01 1 millieme

a) Working state, new ~riginal die. In red. "28 Nuv. 00",

b) Subsiciary die for impressing envelopes in sheets
before cutting and folding. "2% Jan. OL"
in red. N

and m/s 4",
c) -dittn- In red. '"23 Jan. OL" and m/s e,
d) ~ditto- In red. Undated and m/s "6".

e) -ditto- In red. Undated and m/s "8".

10. 1900-01 2 miltliemes

a) Original undated die. In red.

b) Original die (?). In carmine.
¢) Subsidiary die. In red. M/s "4,
d) t " In red. M/s "5".

11. 1889 2 milliemes
‘a) Subsidiary die. In red.

b} Original die, whrking state, In red. "13 Aug. 89",

¢) Iissay from original die. In red.
J.h.D. seys "fhe inner circle appears to have been
printed in col-ur, and then the white dots painted
in by hand. Note also the 3 circular pencil marks
at 11 o'clock, also the compass hnle in the centre™
(white dots instead of solid white circle),

2. 1908 3 miliiemes

a) Original die, whrking state. In red.

b) " "« In red.
c) . " (?). In red.
15, 1908 5 milliemes
a) Subsidiary die pronf. In red. "17 Jul. O7"
b) i & o In red. "18 Jul. OT" and
m/s "No. 2",

Continued on page 221,
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MOkl ABOUT HOTHL POSTHM:HKS

by
Dr. A. Winter (E.S.C° No. 149)
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With these short notes I wish to give some new extreme dates
of use trgether with & descriptisn of a few not vet described types which
are in my collection.

A) New first dates
Shepheard' s Hatel: Type 6 5 3-.1-07
Continental Hntel: Pype 5 3 2-I11-22
| - - Bype 1l: 22-DE-36 |
This last one is a (non-official) first day cover of the inglo-
Bgyptian Treaty stamps, Zeh. No. 56/580

Gherizeh Palace Hotel: 24-111-94

Cooks Office :  Type 10, 4-MA-33 (in blue)
B) New last dates
. Cooks Office s Type I ¢ 11-IV-07 (%)
Luxor Hotel 3 ‘fype 2 5 2-11t-10
Luxor Winter FPalacesfype 1 ¢ 3-1-08
Savoy Hotel Assouan:Type 1 ¢ 8.1.10
Simon Artz : Type 2 ¢ 11-MR-58

C) Meter Markings

Shepheards type 11 - last date 5-IX-7l1

This marking is really unique as four languages are used in 1t!
A Latin motto, Arabic and English wording in the two left strikes
and French in the right one (Pastes, nal, kgypte).

Semiramis type 4 - first date 29-IV-61, in red.

The circle at left is n~t an open cotton flower as suggested by
Mnsr. Jean Boulad d'Humieres in the Italian magazine "Il
Collezinnista" (19 Octnber 1968), but a drawing f sgsyrian
gueen Semiramis with a peacock on each side.

T finish, let us note that s slight change may occur in these
markings, as 'Lal' becomes '.. !, but I have not yet seen any
such marking.

D) New postmarks

| Hilton Hotel Cairn type 4 (?) - same as type 2 but no
letter "&E" in "NIL" and no. hyphen between "Nil Hilton'. There is
also a "' under "Cairo" in all strikes seen.

fy extreme dates »f use are: 24-1I-66 and 8.Ix.71.
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Sheraton Hoatel Cairn. This newly built hntel has a
post office, the exact opening day I do not kn>w. The cdg. is
25 mm. in diameter, has a double circle, the inner broken by
the date bridge: 4rabic at top, "POF'Y under the date and
"Cairo Sheraton" at bhttom. There seems to be a constent
defect in the outer circle, ay 5 o'clock. JDate seen 16-V-T1,

T~ be complete, f~r the hotel fan, one must p-int out the special
and nice first day cancellatinn which was produced for the stamp
issued for the centenary of Mena House Hotel and opening of

the bheraton one on 25-11I-70; it depicts and mentions b-th
h~tels. |

E) Registered Hotel Markings

| While many registered covers with hntel postmerks bear
an nrdinary label, one finds sometimes & rectangular special
marking with a big "k'" at left and name of the hrtel at bottom
in knglish (Blomfield keg. No. 6.3). I have noted this marking
for the following hotels (not all in my collertin)z-

Continental (1926, 193%2), Shepheard (1937), Savoy Cairo (1912),
Cosk's Office (1909), Winter Falace Luxor (19Y30) and Sim-n
srzt (1940). ~ o |

I.subpose further studies would show this marking to heve
exlisted in each Hotel Pnst Office.

NOL.S ON PO LabL olall Neid .
iiecord of Lt. Col. Dsnson's fourteen sheets of Postal Stationery,
mssays, lUie Proafs, etc.
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Continued from page 219
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14 1913 Issue a) Original die proofs (?). In red.
1, 2, 3, 5 and 10 milliemes.

b) Subsidiary die pro~f. In red. M/s "4".

C.b. Minett 7.12.72.

b
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THE THInD ISSUR

by
B L.G. Hacarthur.
(B.5.C. No. 125).
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Continued from Volume VII No, 11 (September 1972) page 207.
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I huve had to rewrite this chapter in the light of some very
interesting dischveries I have made recently.

Very little, if anything, has been written about the perfsra-
tions of this issue; and no serious study appears t- have taken place
previously. The only reference to perforations seem t~ have been abnut
the scarcity of s-me stamps with particular perforati-ns.

Gibbons give the perforations as 124 and 13%, Zeheri give them
as 12y and 13%3;. JZeheri do, h wever, in their notes, state that the correct
gauge for their 135 is 13%. Mathematically the correct gauge is 13+ and
I am sure that this is what the designer meant it to be. The workmanship,
however, was 8o pnor that the line was very 1rregular gauging 1% and
also 133, in some few places, but the majority are 13%%.

Mathematically the gauge is worked out as fallows:-

13% - The pins are lmm. thick and 0,5 mm. apart
This means 10 holes in 15 mm. and l}~ h~les in 20 mm.,
(or 2 cms.)

124 ~ The ins are 1 mm. thick and 0.6 mm. apart, this means
10 holes in 16 mm., and 123 holes
in 20 mm, {~r 2 cms.).

e to the generosity of br. Abdullak Mishrick (£.3.C. ho. )
I have been able to study the only recorded sheets ~f the Pirst I'rinting,
 the 12§ x 1%% and 133, of the 10 paras value. I heve als- been able to
scan sheets of the Second Printing, of all the values. The Keeper of the
Philatelic Record has fine ph trgraphs of all these, which can be purchased
at very reas-nable prices.

The same two single line machines were used for brth the first
and gecond printings, as a close l- k at the sheets prave. The pattern f
the lines of perforation are the same. The 10 paras sheets give the
follow1ng pin counts: 124 horizental - 180 pins; 13% horiz-ntal - 199 pinsg
1% vertical (bsth sheets) - 289 pins. The heads may h-wever have been
capanle of carxying a greater number of pins. The perfarations on the 10
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paras sheets, and on all known marginal multiples of the first printing,
do not perforate the sheet completely, there is & gvod margin »f unperfo-
rated paper all round; this was done intentionally s~ as to prevent the
sheet falling apart during handling. As an aid to visual understeanding
I would refer you to any large marginal multiple shown in R-obson Lowe's
sale catal-gue of '"Byam's Egypt", in "L'Orient Philatelique' No. 102,

or in the H.k. Harmer's Palace Sales catalogue. -

It is this pattern »f the line of perforati-ns which gave me the
flxst inkling »f their importance, and then the suw den realisation that
I had at last found the answer to my problem of completing the pleting of
the 20 paras first printing, and indecd to the eventual plating of all
the missing sheets. I am pleased to announce that I have completed the
plating of the 20 paras, and have started on the 20 paras lithogrephs,
stones & and B. I am also tentatively beginning the plating of the 1
piastre typographs, which I suspect came fr m two or more f>rmes.

The pattern of the 12% line is very regular, there is some
variation, but the holes are fairly evenly spaced and only very slightly
out of alignment. The 13% line gives a very different pattern altrgether,
the holes are unevenly spaced and are also very noticeably out of align-
ment, 1 am personally appreciative of this as it all-ws me, with some
patience, to marry the pattern of perforations on & stamp to the c-rres-
ponding pattern on the line of perforations and, by cross reference, t-
exactly place the stamp in its position on the sheet. This plating is
relatively easy when the stamp gauges 13%; when the stamp also gauges
124 the job of plating is slightly harder, due to the regularity of the
124 perforations.

. Bxamination of the 10 paras sheets show that the first vertical
line of perforations ig different to the remaining 10 lines, and also that
" the last horizontal line is different to the preceding 20 lines. Further
examination shows that this is due to the first vertical and last h-rizon-
tal being perforated in the opposite direction. This could have been due
to the operator not having enough paper near the end »~f the operati-n, t-
feed the sheet under the machine correctly, and so had to reverse the
sheet to get in the last line. This, I believe, alsn may g~ to prnve that
these machines had no ratchet refinement. Vhen we c¢-me to the 1 piastre
we find a confusing variation, some ~f the 1 piastre als~ appear t~ have
the last vertical different to the preceding 10, and the first horizontal
different to the following 20. This apparent confusion may, L believe,
eventually help me to solve the question as o how meny 1 plastre typo-
graph formes were used.

- The single line perfsrating machines of this time were fairly
simple. They consisted of a head containing the perf rating pins, and a
base with corresponding hhles tn take the pins. The head weas raised and
lowered mechanically by means nf a large side-set wheel, nr by a treadle
device, somewhat similar t- that which ~perated the f--t treadle : ewing
machine. I believe thai the speration, -nce started, had to be completed,
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and this could be the cause of the double perfarations we nccasionally see
on some stamps. There were refinements such as a stripper plate which
worked independently of the head, its function was to detach the sheets
from the pins as the head rnse. There was also a ratchet refinement, its
function was to allow the distance between the lines »f perf.rations to be
preset, and which, after each operation, pulled the sheet a calculated
distance ready for the next descent of the head. In the case of the 1872
perforations, measurement and observation show that this last refinement
was not present on the  achines used. In place of the ratchet device,
machines had a graduated metal rule, ~n the left hand of the operat-r, by
which it was possible to move the paper required distances.

The head was in two pieces, the lower portisn of the hesad, the
stripper plate if present, and the base plate were all drilled at one
operation, so as to ensure that the pins fitted perfectly. When the pins
were fitted inta the lower part ~f the head, the upper part was clamped Hn
and stopped the pins rising when under pressure.

The cutting surfaces of the machine were the edges of the holes
in the base plate and the flat edges of the pins. %hese two complimented
one another in the same menner as the two blades of scissHrs. the
efficiency of the cutting action was impaired when the cutting edges got
blunted or prevented frommeeting properly, as when the h-les became blocked
with the cut out 'confetti'. The end result of this can be seen in blind
and torn perforations on many of the shects and individual stamps. A gond
workman would ensure that the pins were regularly sharpened or xeplaced by
new ones. With respect to the clogging of the holes in the base plate, by
the cut away pieces of gummed paper, the operator had tn fregquently clear
these holes, and therefore some machines can be found where the holes have
been enlarged at the bottom of the base plate so as to give a funnel
effect; alternatively a gutter was cut right along the row of holes at the
bottom of the base plate. These innovations allowed the cut away pieces to
fall away more readily.

The perf rating of the sheets was a long and tedi-us prccess,
but one which had to be carefully done so as not to spnil them. If nearly
35,000 sheets had to have 33 lines of perforations, put on each sheet one
at a time, we can begin to understand the magnitude of the job. If the
work had to be hurried the operat-r selected two, three and even four sheets,
and after ensuring that the gutters between the stamps c-incided, he would
perforate in wultiples; this naturally led to some of the lower sheets
having the perforations cutting int- the design.

I have been requested to comment on the scarcity of the values,
perforated 133. 7The following mathematical exercise is speculative and
depends on complete uniformity at all stages, it is also based on the
ssgumntion that the total number of sheets is as that shown at Appendix A
(Guarterly Circular March 1972). Wwe als> have good reason t» believe,
from observation, that some values are scarcer than shrwn. I refer
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particularly to the 20 paras and 1 piastre, for these tw- values include
pboth lithographs and typographs and we d» not know, at this moment, in
what proportion these were. |

The 124 machine had to perforate 21 horizontal lines per sheet
and the 13%, to begin with, -nly 11 vertical lines - theref-sre the 13%
‘did approximately twice the number of sheets that the 124 did in the same
time. For example, if we take the 5 paras with 2600 sheets: by the time
the 125 has done 1200 sheets, 13% has done 2400 sheets. 133 then starts
on the 1200 sheets done by 12%, andby the time he has done these 123
has done 600 of the 2400 passed on to him by 13%. This now leaves 1800
sheets to be perforated horizontally. 13% now shortens his line of pins
from 289 to 199, and they both now begin to perforate at an equal rate,
this would mean 900 sheets perforated 1%% all round.

The rough approximation, expressed in sheets, isi-

12% x 13%% 13 - Total sheets
5 paras 2700 900 = 3600
10 paras 3100 1000 = 4100
20 paras 1700 500 . = 2200 -
1 piastre 17000 5000 = 22000
2 piastres 1350 450 = 13800
2% piastres 75 25 = 100
5 piastres 115 5 = 150

| There are some stamps that merit special attention. I have seen
and carefully examined a 20 psras perf-rated 125, end a 20 paras lith-
graph and & 1 piastre typograph, both perf-rated 13% x 13% x 125 x 13%, and
a 24 piastres perforated 135 all round. A very careful check shows that
all the perforations examined are genuinely made by the 13% and 125
machines. The 2% piastres is particularly interesting as the horizontal
perforations have been cut by pins 207 t~» 224, this means that the 133
' did not prepare his machine for perforating the short horizontal line by
reducing his number of pins to 1YY as he had done on 2ll nther occasions.

| Phere is, I believe, a simple and reasonsble explanation f-r
these rarities. Wwhen the sheets were being checked it was nnticed that
gome lines of perforation had not been made, so they were taken te the
nearest convenient machine to have the omission corrected. we know that
all such omisgions were nnt deterted, for we have examples of part-
imperforates. -

A possible explamation f r the contention that the 2% -isstres
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perforated 1%3% should be included in the above categ ry could be that

the 2%—and 5 plastres, being so few in number, were brought for perfqra-
ting together. The 2% piastres (100 sheets) was placed by the 12%
machine, prepared for short iine horizontal perforating; and the 5 piastre
(150 sheets) placed by the l}“ machine, prepared for the longer vertical
perforsting., By the time 1%% had done the 150 sheets of the 5 pisstre 123
had done ‘75 of the 100 sheets of the 25 piastres. 13— then t.0k these 75
and began to perforate them vertlcally, by which time 12% would heve
perforated the remaining 25 sheets h-rizontally, leaving none foxr the

15% to do.
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Quarterly Circular Volume VII, N-~, 11, Septenber 1972.

Page 198  "Bibliography" line 9. Read N-s. 1, 4, 5, and 8.

Page 199 Opposite "Page 149" Type IV/3 - latest noted is
25.12.77 {not 67).

Page 206 '=-selow dotted line - "u.T H.Z:iR" wer 114
Page 207 Line 9. - .NQeid (BL Aviad)
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It is regretted that jllustratins were omitted wol: $ing to HMichael M,
Sacher's "Additional Notes, Britigh Pogt Offices in Epypt", and they are
now given below:
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Fig. 1 Fig.y
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