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John Henry bdwards Gllbert9 h.D P.,_F R P S.L.o

w .C. No. 50)

John Gllbmrt, our Chairman, died peacefully in hOSpltal
at Chlchester on- the 22nd January 19749 at the age of 72

NeWSpapers and the world phllatello press have reforred
| to him ag 'an'lnternatlonally known stamn colleotor’, as &
'uxstlngulshed -philatelisgt! and .as ' the happy philatelist'.,
To. us, of the Study Circle, these oommendatlons only partly:

do justice to the wonderful man John Gllbert was,_ Hig -
consideration, understanding and kindliness were given with
such a natural warmth ang 81ncer1ty9 thot one WQS alw&ye at*
'ease with hlm.,{ ' e o el S B

| In 1971 John signed the Congress Qoll of Dlstlngulbhed)
}hllatellsts, a flttlng reward for his great service to
philately.  He was a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic SwClety,
London, which he joined in 1944 and of which he became a
Counc1l member in. 1947. He was also a member or offloer of
& pumber of other phlldtellc 3001et1es

In 1970 at 'PhllymplaF he galned a gold medal: award ior .
ﬂhls Egypt and a special commendatlon for his research and
study of the Air Mails of Bgypt. In 1971 he galned anether
-gold award in South Afrlca. By naming one -of the 1872 S
20 paras lithographs the 'Gilbert" touch, I believe the Clrcle

conferred on John onc of the hlghest appreclatlons that can
.be glven 8, phllatollst by hlS peerso S

| John was not only ) great phllutellst his sense of
communlty care was very keen, as one would expect from a man
of his calibre. He was a member or officer of Rotarles,_
“Chambers of Commerce and’ hospitals. He wWas @ngaged in helnlng
~a neighbour when he suffered the fatal recurrence of the heart
attack that had laid him low a few'years earller._,v

To his three sons, their wives, and his grandchlldreng,
all of whom he dearly lnved we scnd our condolences

E.L.G. Machrthur.

---—-—‘”‘“‘--
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YPRESIDENT' S DAY

It has been agreed, in meeting, that the CerIO will 1naugurate
a yearly phllatellc and social event to be known as “Pr681dent" |
Day", the intention belng to display selected materlal from a‘notable
Bgypt collection and to entertaln our ladles and guests._. | ~

In the flrst 1nstance our Pre31dont Lt Col J R. Danson, M C.,
has kindly agreed to dlsplay some of hlo unlque materlal.h_ -

Saturday the 5th October 1974, at 2, p.sy has: been agreed as the
most suitable day and time, ~but the venue w1ll uhave to be adv1sed by
speclal notice later. .. - '

United Kingdom members, and members from overseas, -are kindly
requested to advise me, as soon as possible, of their 1ntent10n Rio B
attend, so that the organlslng commlttee may have some idea as to how
many are to be’ entertained.

May I also take thls ooportunity to ask members.whom‘I have not
met, and particularly any member from abroad, to advise me of any .
'1ntended visit to London, so that I may have the pleaqure of. arranglng

a meeting. 'Telephone 01-876-1910 (any time), or by post to
34, West Park Avenue, Kew Gardens, Rlohmond on Thames, Surrey

.HE°L-§;§M%9é¥ﬁhH£:
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LIST OF MEMBERS

It is some considerable time since weipublished'a list of membefs,
and it is considered that such a list would be of more interest if it
'be;possible'to include therein member's specific interests.

Ag this 1nformat10n is not to ha;nd9 it would be of help 1f
members would please send to: me, the editor - or to the secretary -
brief details of the subjects within Egypt Phllately in which they
‘have a study in hand, or in which they would welcnme information.
This, please, as soon as. p0331b1e but no. later than lst Julv 1974 to
ensure 1nclu81on : . .

uhould any member prefer that. hlo address should be excludéd from'
tbls 1lst please inform me. agaln bJ the lst July 1974 Edltor

QC VIIT .-;-::555::“f“



iﬁLPORT of the 150th Meeting of the Egypt btudy Cirole, held at 49
1TPhe ‘George' , 2 George Court ‘Strand, Londen WC2, on the
£2nd Fobruarv l9Z4

| Charles W"Mlnett ore81ded s aotlng Chalrman, 1nd the
follow1ng members WEIe present°—"

| Magor E. L G Maoﬁrthur, M C., D. Clarke, Rl Brown,

Jes S. Horesh, R.4.GJ Potter, P.E. Whetter, C. Gilders, D. Purton,
B+ .Conway, and P. indrews. Apologies for absence were received
from J Benlxns s Wheatley and G P Green

| The Acting Chalrman opened the meetlng by announclng the
passing of our dear Chairman, John Gilbert, and the neeting stond
in silence as & mark of respeot to a valued friend who will be s~
adly mlssed by us all

Nomlnatlons then took place for the p081t10n of Chairman,
and subsequent voting showed that Major E.L.G. Macﬁrthur,.M Cay
(BB, No. 125) had recelved magorlty support, and he was. dul;
elected

The meeting then passed to the continuﬂtlon by "Mac' of his
study of the 20 paras and 1 piastre of the 1872 issue. Platlng of
the 20 paras by means of the perforations was shown in. some detail,
the method having been alrecady eXplalned in the 'Quarterly Clrcular'

'Mac"also outllned the way in whlch he proposes to. tackle the
i plastre, and requested a sight of any copies of thlS value
‘typographed perforated l}~, that members might have.

W . i i v v Sy ) a— A Y

MEMBEKSHIP.
_Theifollowing'changes‘ofeaddress are noteds:-.

E.S.C. No. 148 K. Davis 28. Stafford Crescent, Moorgate, -
| Rotherham, Yorkshire. S60 3DG.

149 - Dr. A. Winter Residence Buffalo, 4 Rue du Stade,
92120 Montrouge, France.

162  T. Aizawa C/o Hokkaido Kaikan,- .
Kita - 1, Nighi - 6
Chuo-Ku, Sapporo,
| | Hokkaido, . Japan.

Congratulatlons to the followlng members who heve won awards in the
Annual Cup Competition of the National Phll tellc SﬁClety°-7'

Challenge Trophy - J.4, Grimmer (ESC No. 164)
| 'Wgypt - the Third Issue'.
Stanley Glbbons Award - J.E.0. Hobbs (ESC No. 151) -
'Egypt ~ Brltlsh Forces Postal" Sealsf;

Q.C VIII '. - _;...__ ..l_,. e e e
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'Noqjss;‘mf;om ;T}fa's'.mEPER._oF;,@HE PHILA’I‘-ELIC RECORD

Charles W Minett (E O Co Noe 77)

a-*-wﬂ--_---_—_-_- —-‘—---_-ﬁ—-“----—

~ In the December 1973 'Quartorly Circular' (pp. %6-37) appeared a
report of the Circle's visit to the Oriental Philatelic Associatim
London on the 1lth December. The importance of John Firebrace!s
material, "The British in Egypt and the Sudan - 1882~ 1885",'Shown on
that occasion, and for much of which he subsequently gained a silver-
211t award at this year's !Stampex', justifies the follow1ng detalled
listing. (See also 'Quarterly Clrcular' Volume VII Number 12,
‘December 1972, page 209)

}@82~Arab1'ﬂevolt -

L.  Original letter on red-crested War Office paper from Sir Garnet
Wolseley to his nother, This prophetic letter from the- General-
Commanding-in-Chief commences*'-”hlexandrla, 19th August 1882, My
Darling Mother, I -leave this (here?) in H.M.S. Salamis at noon to-day
for the purpose of lsending at Aboukir Bay - you will see & v1llage -
marked Tel el Kebir about 28 or 30 miles west of Ismailia. It is
there that I hope to measure swords with Mr. Arabi. ...."
- (H.M.S. Salamis was the General's dispatch vessel with the British
Fleet, and the decisive battle took place at. Tel el Keblx on the

13th September)

2. - 20 paras (1879) nostal stationery postcard with manuscript date
21st Aug. 1882 cancelled on arrival with obsolescent "10" in diamond
-obllterator of the London Inlznd offlce (Illustrated)

3, Cover franked with two Queen Victoria 1d. lilacs and a +d. green
| (Offloer's rate 24d.) with the cds ' ISMAILIAH/24 AQ 82 TI' just
tying the £d, stamp ~ to Newport, Mon.. Each of the adhesives. was
cancelled on arrival in England by the obsolescent "28" in diamond
obliterator of the London Inland office. The cover is backstamped
'PORT SAID' (25th) and 'Newport' (31st dugust).  (See Illustration).

2 3 4 7-13 23
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| 1
4o Unfranked cover ingeribed. "Aotive Service 1n_ngpt/No Stanps .

- available" and with the cds. of 'IbMAILIAH/ 27 40 82 T1" to England.
On “arrival it received a handstruck 124" postage due mark (ihe..

was charged at the - 81ngle rato) (Sve 1llustxﬂtlon)

.5°f 20 paras (1879) postal statlonery postcard cencelled with the
double-stamp "ALeXANDRIE/ TI / AOU.28/ 82" and "A" in Bars, from an
)fflcer in the Quoen's Own ameron nghl@nders, to Scotland

6a ‘ A similar card cancellod with the cd i "‘UJQ/DBPAiT/13 ok 82 T1
frfm an offloex te England | | .

7. Cds of The "BRITISH ARMY POST OFFICT / SGYPT" dated "B/SP 2/82 -n
an unfranked cover endorrsed 'No Stamps Available!, tn,chtland_ |
This bears an unframed 'T' anplied in Egypt but a Single~rate;hand4

stamp '25' postage due mark applied in Englan d. (As illustration 4).
{(See also illustration 7)

T (R wal}, €5,

8. A similar cds dateg "B/SP 2/82 on an unfranked soldier's cover
%o SUQS@X, with the unframed "I appllﬂd in Bgypt, but a single-
rate handstamp w]g appllod in England. (See 111ustrat10ns)

9. A similar cds dated "B/bD 5/82m oancelllng a Queen Vlctorla de
- blue (Plate 22) on cover to England. (Illustratlon)

10. A similar cds dated "SP 8/82" (no code letter) oancelllng a

20 paras (1879) postal stationery post-card to London. The writer
refers to the wounding of a Lieutenant Holland, XIX Hussars, whilst' on
reconnaissance. Although this officer is not llsted ~fficially as =

fhav1ng taken part in the Campaign there is a report of this incident
in 'Cassell's History of the War in the Soudan' (Chapter XIV). ”

spperently Lieutenant Holland had been attached tq the XIX Huscars
from the XV Husoors whn were not in Egypt, '

'llo A 81m11ar cds dated "n/bP 15/82 cancelllng'a,Queen Vlctorla 1d.

lllac on a soldler's cover to London

~12;' ¥ sl wls jabed "$5P29 /82" cancclllng a 20 paras (1879)

\ ._.".0
G

S postal stailonery post -card to Londono_,

13. A gimilar cds dated "OC 1/82" on an unfranked cover endorsed -
~ "wxpeditionary Force Egypt no -stamps" to London Thls received-a

s 4 PN
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Fulngleur@te "21" postage. due’ mgrk o0 arrival Jn pngland
L(As 1lluutratlon 4)

“iAQ. A C*1mlecr' cds duted ”OC 4/82“4ﬁn an: unfranked Soldler “cover.:
' to London, w1th a. manubcrlpt I' added in Bngland, S

15s Indlan adh881veu an two covpro of 9th and let September 1882
_ bearlng ‘the "FIELD FORCH POSYL OFFICE/EGYPTY datestamps Nos. 1 and 2.
" (These were described in 'Quarterly Clrcular‘ Volume VIIT Number 2 L
jpage 23 undex Serluls 1 and 6 ‘and lllubtrated on page 24)

16: Cover frankod w1th Queen Vlotorla 2~d ‘blue (Dlate )2) Canelled“

- Dby an unframed 9 x 9 retta and w1th along81de, the cds OF P

Hi IhKnhLmIF/ﬂbPﬂﬂT/l7 OC 82 TII" to bngland Impressed on the flap
s MH. M S Thalla“ - "

179_. boldler‘s cover bearlng'e Qu@on Vlctorla 1d 11180 cancelled on |
| Larrival by . the_”PLYMOUTH SHIP LETTER" cds datbd YO 22/82 -] rom a
_berg&unt in the noyal Marlne nght Infantny, to Chatham TR 8,

18, - Orlglnal letter from Sir Garnet Woloeley at L@lro dated 6th |
~ October 1882 to the Queen''s Private Secretary, Horace ‘Seymour, 1n
.Wthh the General refers to his propo sed tltle

19, Oxlglnai letter from Admiral b1r BO”RChmmp b@ymour aboard

- H.M.$. Helicon (his despatch vessel with the Fleet) at Alexandria
“dated 3lst October 1882 to Mggnr-&enoral Sir 4srchibald Alison wh~ by
;thls time had assumed command.of the Army of Occupatlon follOW1ng tho
depdxture of WOlseley for Jngland . : =

"1__8 §-188§ THE :5UDAN

._20, Orlglnal letter from the ill-fated Hloks Pasha whllst e was at.
- Khartoum, dated 28th July 1883 it is addrusued to the Edltor of the
- 'Graphlc‘;"Thls 1tem.WQs_aocompan1@d by,photographs of Hicks and hl&{
Tvtaff - | 7 LB SV

21. 90 paras (1879) poutal statlonery post- oard cancelled w1th the
| cds of "KHHREOUM/19 FE 84 TI' from General Gordon addressed t~
'Jerusalem. In addition there were two Gordon letters each bearlng
‘his personal arabic seal.

~ 1885 "The Nile bxpedltlon. |

;225 | 20 parao (1879) postal utatlonery post-caxd with the- cds of
o ”DONGOLA/29 Ji- 5n addressod to Ldlnburgh (Illustr&tlon)

.723; Unfranked offloer's oover W1th ods of . "DONGOLA/26 Mn 85” to .
. Wales. This received the single- rate ”21" postagp due mark in
'_bnpland (Illustratlon as 4) " e 5 T -

z724o,' Orlglnal letter frﬁm General NOlseley at Camp Kortl dated Bth
o Eebruany 1885, to hlb Nanny o learnlng of Gordon's death

Qe VIII
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25.  Unfranked. cover- inscribed "On ;ctlve service no utamps‘ with
" ods of "KORTL/Star & Crescent/2 MR 85" to Wales. This receiveéd a
:framod "I mark and subsequéntly the olngle rate "24d" postage due
hendstamp on arrival, (Illustratlon) | |

_ 1884 1886 The Eastern SUDAN .

f26; | Cover (wlth 0. H'W s, ﬂeleted) franked with a pair of 20 paras

- gurcharged 5 piastres (1884)A~ i.c. the 244. rate - cancelled with
the cds of "bOUAKIN/IB MR 84 TI" from the 8th Karl of Alrlle to Londono,
This was wrltten on the dqy of the battle of. Tamal (Illustratlon)

 27;,' 20 ‘paras (1879) pnstal statlonery post-card canoelldd w1th the
 cds of "bOUnKIN/Bl JL 84 TI" from an officer seconded to the
ugyptlan Army, to London.. S

28 Cds of the NERIMISH. ARMY POST OFFICm/uGYPT“ dated "C/iP 6/85“
on an unfranked cover endorsed "No stamps ictive Service ouakin

;Pleld Force", to Cairo. This received a framed MR ark and-leter

a1 niastre postage due adhesive affixed at Cairo.: (Illustratlon)o,

| FIELDRD
C PEINOVES

& o . 78, AT A0 A, 33, 23 39,

.295:  A 81m11ar cds dated "A/AD 29/85" ancelllng a Queen Vieteria
1d 111&0 on E:! Soldler’s cover to. Chatham° h

fSOg*t A 81m11ar cds dated "A/MX 6 85"Acanoelllng a2 Queeh Vlctorla
2ld. 111ac (1885 issue) on an offlcers cover to Dunoono |

131 Indian 1 anna pobtal statlonery envolopc w1th addltlonal |

2 &nnas adhesive cancelled "B in 8 bars, to. Indla.. Thlb was beck-:
stamped at Suakin with the cds of "PIELD P.0O /27 dPh 85"

QC VIIT



_-32 Indlan 9 ples 'boldler's'rnd Sailor' s POSﬁal stationery. 4
o onvelope cancelled with the cds of ”FI LD.1°O /18 (162) 1oV 85" to
;Inglgof (Illustratlon)

-331 Incoming cover from Bradfsrd (19 Apr. 1886) addressed to
. Mhe Principal Medlcal 0officer, The Camp, buakln" and baokotamned
-”w1th the cds of "FIhLu B 0/4 MAY 861 s B B Regn 0 ¥ ]

3407' A number of Mllltary Telmgraph atampo Canelled QI (%ﬁargﬁﬁiﬁé:
- Island) NO 3 85 and SK (Suakln) N0 16 85. s, o P T

Notes - It wmuld be of yreat heln to the furtherance of thlb study
~ if owners of sumilar material wezb to vxqv1de full dbtcllS
- and where possible nhoto-ooples elbher dlrect to John |
'*'blrvaace orT to me, the Keeper of the 1h11 tellc Qeoord

- ver wev wb ik TR Chs . N tamm VW caw A

MEMBERSHIP |

'W@ welcome the fOIIQW1ng new memberss-

ubC ho. 181 Charles F. Ha E P O Box 106, Jenklntown |
: Pennsylvanla ,UfS?Ab |

182, R.E. Harris | ;f?Thé F1rs?;.;Whepstead, f 

O . | - | BuryJSt deunds, Suffolk‘
18% J.J. Jemsen = Thlngvalla Alle 27, DK. 2500

' s g 0 B OFEE ¥ | Copenhagen S., e Denmaﬁkf.

184 Da Grover '67 bnlnney'Hlll Drlvo . .
e - o ’ Loughborough ~ leies.

185 J.S. Forder 20 ‘Dorchester Road L

~ | CI W .Ipswlch. - suffolk.

186 J.E. Manchip White- 1226 Cincinnati Ave, CE1 PuSO,
| | ) o % - Texas, 79902 U.3.4.

.187' ks Hewlett ' -ThéjHermlt Village of Box,

. . LR TR Chl.penham -,3 Wiltshirem
188 J. Sears 496 Uxbrldge Road, Hatch End,

e m MR B . 11nner, = S ’ Mlddlesex.
"189 ‘Samir'S;«Rabuf. '27 Prlncco Court

&nlghtsbrldge *LondoﬁgSW§;

Qc VIIT
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1923- 1926 bIHbf POLTnﬁIT I JU

-*-w~_--~ __----- -—-h_-—'m‘ﬁ—q—_

‘H—--—_--“-l“--ﬁﬂ_ﬂ*

Tbrahin :-Chafb.’a.t’._f(:.E 5C No. 42 )

poﬁtinued.from;Volumg VIII»pagef44. '

It was. only in April. 1942 that Dro Byam publlshed in the
' Londor Philatelist!. hlS emlnent study f The First Dortralt Issue ‘of

Egypt - 1923/24'- ( )

Dr. byam in an 1ntroductlon stated how the 1ssue was chooen
and explalned in detail the retouches - and flaws he recognized s soon
as the issue appeared. He compared his. observatlons with those of
As Jo Sefl and Douglas. Mac Neille and he arrived at. the concla51on
‘that some of ‘the sheets studied by Mac Neille differed from the" sheets
in his hands. He specially refuted the theory that the no- control
'sheet was a previous stste of a,b/23 sheet. -

He mentioned that ten p031t10ns of the oontrol fqr the .
5 milliemes had been recegnlzed but also that he had only thﬂee
sheets of that value:

- One complete sheet nn control
b block of the. three top rows (3 X 10) from a similar-
- e | - gheet.

_'Two other bh@OtS m@ntloned 1n h1 sale catalogue wlth no
| i 1ndlcatlon of contrql numberso

| He did not mention if the no control sheet was 1ncludeﬂ in. the
,'lO positions' above referred to, and he added that: " e...We have
no. evidence that only one p081t1ve fwr the 5 mllllomes Was used” |

- Dr. Byam also stoted D s 1mperfect carbon was used, or
'that ‘the positive of 100 stamp-81ze was on its 1a,t legs when the
;carbon was taken to prepare the ¢ylinder, and a new prsitive probably
d}d duﬁy when preparing the cyllndev for thﬁ stamps besaring certrol
B/ 24 S |

e A B S %

i agaln draw sttention to 1the p051t;ve,of 100 stamp-blz o

The . Palacp sales in- 1954 threw new 11Wht on the 1923/26 1ssue°
211 values were offered 1n sheets w1th no control, prwv1np that ‘she ets

QC-VIIT



fof dll value ‘existed wlth thls varlety ‘and: these wpre cataloguod.
dn the 1956 edltlon of the Zehcrl Catalogue by A, Mazloumo-i

" The sale ‘also included: two shects of the 5 millicmes: varletJ
. At erforate, one with control B/24 The . complcto shects of the

D mllllumeu controls C/23 and B/25 do mot ‘geem to: have bean." -

sent to the Palace collpctlon, as therc is no- montlon of theSb 1n theg
.&oubbeh sale catalogue. | ' iy B B 8 omapas g - | '

On d1 ferent OCCdulonb members of the gypt Study Clrolb have'
shown niormal sheets wlth dlffercnt watermark: noultlons and the ljte
ot s frootor (EuC hoo 64) was 1n charge of tho otudy of thls nost

1ntbrcst1ng 1ssueo-g . e 4

This Pirgt Portraxt Is sue of ! gypt 1923/26 whlch was one: of theﬁ
flrut of ‘any country for which the photogravure process of- prlrtlng had
been. employed on a erge’ SCdle, deserves further dete 110d study dimgi S
following the stepm of production and looklng at” the - measures tﬁken
Aby Harrlson and ons to ovnrcame the dlfflcultles._,;_ | TN

| There is no doubt that thp flawo and blemlbhﬁu whloh were so |
nunerous in ‘the early pvlntlngs required much rctouchlnﬁ out: the
‘processwas finally mastered and we see that the. Hgyptian issue
fl92)/34 produced on similar machines i} bgypt by the. Same pLocess
(except the 'corn grain' was renlaoed by a 'screen‘) was nractlcally
'Wlthout glmllar magor varletleo. | B ow,  ws 2

. ihlq faot is also oonflrmed by the tamps prnducea for Great
Britain by Harrlson and bon 1n 1934, practlcelly without megoz
nrlntlng va,rletles°

Emp w—p e . ey w— e

In the Summer of 1940 I had s-me spare time in the ‘hot evenings
-during -a mission at the Sugar Factrry of Kom~Ombn (near Aﬁsouan) and .
started. scrutinizing some 32,000 used stamps comprising mpprox1mately.
10,000 each of the 20, 50 and 100 mllllemes, end 2,000 »f the 200
milliemes all of the 1923/26 issue. . This huge stnok of ¥Mr. :.L,
1Ang010g10u was put at my dlsposal b th1° hclpful pentlemmao= .

I gathered = good quqntlty P ilawo and 1atouoheq of these
intermediate hlgh values of which there were practically no completo
sheets on the Cairo merket. I shared my findings with the owner to-

whom T returned the packets, he gently refused té charge me  for. what
I retained. (All Angeloglou' s Stnck was dustrqyed by fire and wcter

':1n the Calro flre, 1952).

| As a matter of stqtlstlcs the uefacts qnd rctouches totulled

'5 klndq on the 20 mllllomps9 17 on. the 50 mllllemes 22 oa- the - 100 |
;mllllemes, and 27 for the 200. mllilembubi 03 thist, Shdd@u are represent-
ed and some flaws and retouches are- necullar to a de flnlte shader. L
;5omo of them are minute ‘and although the size: of’ tho‘stamps of" th105¢
catogory is bigger then that of the Tow - vwlueq, ;t 1q obV1ou“ thet the

QC VIlI



;worklrg btafi "ﬁhﬁtfwilliﬂg-ﬁd}iéjéCtffhén@ﬁﬁ?{bﬂfoﬁ f2Y*t0
‘save it. S N

One of these. flaws is %peotacular and dosorves d@ocrlptlon,~.lt;
ison & 100 mllllemeb purplo ‘5f the earlies t sh de which thWb the "
left frame line of th@ oval pdrtly broken: mﬂd ‘the bnokgrouno 1etweon
7 thé. chln and the left frame llne wf tho oval b dly damaged |

In thl ‘;tamn (A) 1t is puzvllng why thv uef ot huS not been
:repalred on the gelatine layer after remobing the carbon tis: sue
before. etchlng, or why thlg defect was not ropalred on the CODECTL.
“surface: of* the cyllnder after etohlngo ‘Heg this defoot develapbd
durlng Printing? Anyhw, I never succebded AT flndlnp another copy
to. dato and I have nﬂver stnpnmd huntlng

“Tn the mvantlme T found a used copy (B) ‘seme shade ‘and scemlngly
Vifrom the same pane. w1th a similar flaw, but not identical to the. first
oné. 'The background near the N.#, side, between ‘the head: hrd th 'ov&li
hag the same !'melted gelatlne'_appearanceoj:”he varloty is very -
Jbrlklng and no attempt appears- to have. been mgde to: remedy” the
Qefoct (beﬁ 1iluutratlon on next pnpe)'

‘ Theop two units were hown Tmongst my other rptoucheo and flaws
- to bl. Byam and my other collesgues of the Fgypt Study Circle on the
occasion of the 'London lnternatlonpl tamp Exhibition 1950"*'1 e
cxplalﬁed that my aim was to heln the study of: the 1923 issue end
gather the retquohes and flawu of these. 1ntbrmed1atc ‘high values so
long as they are still avnllable in used- oondltlon - th\~bheetw and.
1a10e blOCku hav1ng been sold 3ut |

1 do not 1ntend to go on descrlblng the other retouches nd |
flaws in - my poaqeb81on here. What I went to gk is: -Is it- not. time -
now that we are in a better ‘relative position to tart.ggaln studying
thls f9801nat1np 1sbue° s : -

| Nr. E. C. bhrmann in hlS paper publlSth in btamp Cnll otlng
August 1964 (1) mentions that the first phouogravurp press used at Hayes
by haxrluon and Sons was a ”Jﬁhaﬁnluberg Ballte L ﬂohlne (*). ard that
kind had a printing surface 570 x 700 millimetres i.e. 570 mns .
circumference of the cylinder and 700 mms. in length. If we tszke 1nto

consideration that the dimensions of the 1)23/26 stamps. produced are
-for the low valueg appr031mately 2l x 25 mmso, end: for the high Ealues

25 x 30 mms. we' see’ that there was room on the cyllnders for four panes
of 100 (10 X 10) for the low values and oan two penes for. the hlgh

PO P LT —;"‘na&mmv‘_-_..-' . . ._a-_'c.-u\...
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f£ Eio Go hhrmann foi T o "\Havrlbonu, Stamp }11ntnrs.. An acoount of
~ their early work to mark the 30th Arnivers ery. - the fllst G B
Photogravure StdmpS” | Stamn Pollectlag 51/28 August 1 6ﬁ |

}% "B T I.",ﬁtandu fof ”Bog@ntlefdruck" and denotev-flat bed Ieed for
' ~out shee,ts° Same refu?once as’ above
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Photegraph Noj 3
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STAMP A, -~ GE ELATING SHIFT,

- - Ot AT “-w'-‘q-as.s-vw

A portion of the gelatine from the lower west side of
the eolored oval has been ramoved and ﬁwpﬂﬁiMQﬁ further to the
westh {g@lahiﬁe ghift). Alse a part of the nelghhour ring hackground
of the pmztrait has boan damaqa& {malted gaiahing} No atbtempt
has -been mads to correct this vizible dafect.

= bm«mwmh.mxmx—

STAMP B, -~ MELTED GRLATINE.

| This other é@ﬁy shows a flaw ﬁlviaq mhe apwaaraﬁu& of
the colored backgrcand of the tarbouchs, and part of the colored
vl (NvL #ide) , as wriginat&ng frem a4 *‘melted gela arinat,

As the colouy of this stamp ls identical to ETAMP A
we assume that the flaw is from the same printing surface which,
e 5u§9@&&, war digoarded.

.

NG OTHER COPTES HAVE BEEN FOUND. IN 10,000 USED STAMES
E¥AMINED IN 1940, .
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values, prov1ded the. panoo are plaoed Sldewayso the: l@ngth of.the
gtamps. along51de the l:ngth of the cyllnderso, Thl can. be- proven by
“the.. 5h1ft1ng of the colour impression ‘on certaln stampb which - show

a blurrlng of the colour in the dlreotlon of. the rotation of the prlnt-
ing 5urfaoe (olookwlae) |

e These dlmen81onb of the B Tolo oyllnder allow imposition of
four panes of 100 (10 x 10) low values, but it is not said that this
Was eventually the case. for the 1923/26 issue pllnted by Harrlsan.;
;There is & p0581b111ty that their- printed sheet was composed  of only
one or two pout office sheats of 100 units (10 > 10) each.

I hioe publlshe in L'Orlent Philatelique ( ) some of my notes
taken - in. 1947-48 under the gulaance of a technlclan employed by, the
Survuy Department, Cairo,  and responsible in ‘relation to the Egyptlan
“photogravure tochnlqueo I take the opportunlty to give hero more
- precision on that. particular points: the mu1t1p081t1ve and its
‘imposition. I must add that the foilow1ng notes concern the bgyntlan
practice - but we must remember that the machines in use in Bgypt in
1925/57 were praotlcally ulmllar to the machlne used by Barrlson for
the 1923/26 1ssuuo'

My noteb read -

| "The Mabter p081t1ve comprising the complete 1mpouud panes
-of stamps is the final stage in the. photograohlc work. The Master =
:p081t1ve is ibtained semi-mechanically by exposing the unit negative .
in & ‘step and repeat' machine which builds up the rows of” 1nd1V1dual
stamp images at precise intervals horizontally and vertloalky The
time of each exposure and the illumination is controlled uutomctlcally
so that each - separate 1mago is identica -

Untll 1932 thc stmmp 1mp081tlon Was adapted to. ult the cyllnder
‘sizes of the photogravurc machines in use, all the low and inter-
mediate high values being in twh panes cach of 100 stamps (10 x 10).
‘The machine sheets were divided before ‘being perforated, the post
 0If1ce sheet thus consisting of one pane of 100 stamps.

The 500 mlillumes and &Ll value stamps were imposed and printed in
fbheots of 25 (5 x 5) only

.The stamps required for the" manufacture of stamp bnoklets were
imposed in a special menner to facilitate the mske up and cutting of
the broks. This imposition comprised four panes each of 60 (6 x 10)

stamps. of which in each pmne 3 x 10 were upright and the adjccent
3 x 10 werc lnvgrtedo“'_.v |

Py, ¢ Now St a1 1972 we have on the other hand the marvellous book
""PFundamentals of Philately" by L.N. and M. Wllllams (1971)** and T
'hasten to glve the defimition thoso emlnent authors glve for the
exPre531on multl—p051t1ve’;”. o

R

L'Orlent Phllotellque Number 119 anuary/Apxll 1968, page 13 15
- “Note on 1927 Pouad Issue iEl value“

>QC VIII ”.** Publlshed bv the Amerlcan Phllately 8001ety9 Ubf 19716
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: "MultlpO&lblVL or Master poeltlve or Dlspoeltzvo is" a s rge
5 inch thick photogruphlc Glags Plate: —«at least as 1frge as -the
;eventuai printed sheet of- utampe.-~and the- images ere’ produoed
‘nhotographloally w1th the ald of a- 'atep qnd repeat' camerd”"

18fge as. the eventual prlnted ehoet of stampso,'Thls means tnat thore

 car be one, two and p0861blY four p&nee of 100 (10 x.-10) on-a- |
BT, I-.oyllnder for the low values and that the 'no control' Sheets

of the different low values could be orie, two, and perhsps- foux on the

szme cylinder; and this would explaln why T . Byam, AsJ. Sefi and’

D MacNeille were finding that their !sheets'- did not oorrespond

with each’ other° Bvidently therc ig also the pooelblllty that the

prlntlng qheet wae oompooed of only one: pOub OfflPe sheetg

. John Revell (LQC No.78 ) in his drtlole well exposed and
documented "The King Fouad Portrait Issue of 1925/54",- printed
first in' the Quarterly Circular énd then .repzzuted in L'Orlent
rhllatellque () points. also to. the multlpoeltlve &8s a pane ‘of 100

'(10 pd 10) when he’ sayss-

| "To produce the multipositive a negative of the selected
photograph is placed in a step and repeat camer: to produce i reversge
p081t1ve On = a glaee plate a pane of one hundled subgeoteooo

But he aaded that on the cyllhder there weIe two panes of 100

Although John Fevell explalns that there 1u'a dlfference in the
‘shape - of a specific. control; this had its origin in that the:‘;;' -
variation sometimes denotes whether the panc of 100 igs frow the top
or. bottom of the sheet of 200 stamps. This may also denste that the
,control blocks are from different cyllnders as many cyllnders were
made durlng the experlmental stageS,

Conoernlng the two panes on the cyllnder Mx. Revell does not
mention how these two prnes (which may adjoin side by side and not
alw&ye one on top of the other) have been produced by successive-
imposition by the step and repeat camera? - which would produce two
multip051t1ves absolutely different one from the othery or 1mposed
by “two carbon tissues obtained from one and the same nmultipositive

'whlch w1ll glve twin brothers?

On comparlng tho author' s statements referred t- we note that

none stated the number of post office sheets (100 units) on a
"maehlne sheet, They all mention a mult1p051t1ve of 100 unlto onlyo

D, Lydm oniy suwpected that we have. no evidence that there wa e one_
mult4p081t1ve only on the cyllndero:’

Now 1f there is one mult1poszt1Ve of 100 units, how is 1t repeated
twlce or more oiten orn . & cyllndero. two or more carbon tlssues exnosed

‘YWﬁqﬁarterlj_E;;zaTégh uo: 66/6 (V%lume ) ‘page 68/7 |
b UL Orient Philatelique' No,. 1. 9 January Aprll 196 page. 16 39

QC VIIL
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from the same multldoqltlvc of. 100 and’ adjusted on the cylinder? -
thls w111 give rise to tremendous dliflCHlthb At Ylesterlpg the two
or more- oarbon tleeues, b031des ail the deilcate ang exectlnp LandllngA
requlred

| Is 1t not easier: to. 1mpose “two or more. panes of 100 uiltefbyiﬁhe
istep and repeat machlne? |

The 5 mllilemec'stamP was certdlniy the ‘value chosen to meke the
.experlments as the. bulk of the Jearly order is. ior that value - about
10,000,000 otamps according to my eetlmatee based . on statletlos e |
vubllshed 1n ‘Le° Postcs en Egypte’ by the General Po t Offlce 1934

| Thls quentlty which makes lOO OOO post oifloe sheete 8 yeer
needed certainly many -cylinders to be fulfilled. Philatelically,
Dr. byam recognised 10 different controls of C/25 and no control,
2} dlfferent ol B/24, and 6 dlfferent of B/25

It is- p0881b1e that one or two cyllndere were prnduced with one.
mulL1p081t1ve of 100 units te make experiments, but probably not more
because it would be uneconnmical. Thousands of used cnplee produced
very few of the vaxletles, retouoheq or fl WS found on - the no control
0% soIe of the early 6/23 hhec,ts.,.

The exPerlmental cyllndere had Sn “many defeote that th
_oeftalnly were discarded from the cyllnders accepted for thc actual.
?pxlntlng

Ve here g bgypt came to dlfferent results as for the number of
dlfferent controls recognised for the 5 milliemes value.  In o small
‘booklet publlshed in 1941 Gabrlel Boulad (E5C Ng. 66 ) writes that the
'dlfferent controls are 19 for 6/25, 8 for B/24,-and 16 for B/25

To conciliate all the op1n1ons we have ‘to resort to the evidence
of what bgyptlen phllutellsts heve in hend, here and abroad. I am at
the dluPOSal of any serious student on the matter. The reoordlng of
the retouches and flaws will certalnly help to settle the study.

The matter - an academic dlecueelon - 18 not. go importent, but it
has. 1ts influence on: a) how many multipositives of 100 units - were used
 and b) the different positions of retouches znd flaws
orlgln?tlng from these multlDﬁSIthGS or
from the working cylinders.

70 BE CONTINUED




