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The Chairman s Notes

“-ﬂ--nﬁ——q—--—-‘ Ay 45 cin

I have Just returned from visiting Peter Smlth at hnn hrbor
.Mlchlg&no“ It was a most 1nterest1ng snd educational time.. Abdallah
Mishrick came up from New York and we really had: & phllctellc se831on.
ﬂﬂbda318h brought some wonderful meterial he had l:tely picked up,
'complete sheets as.usual, and said he intended to photopraph all of it
'and would supply the Clrcle hecoHrd w1th cogleso

Peter has agreed to wrlte un the chapter on Post Offices Abroad,
and sbdallah the Proofs and Essays. We can look forward to two bzllllant
chapters from them, ang members are reques ted to give them all
assistance. ~ ~ :

In the report of the 3rd August meeting you will have noted that
,Jcan poulad. d'Humieres has- completed his article on the Hﬁtel Postmarks.
- Phis, with. his arthIG on the Prsta Europa, will prwv1de us with. two
more authoritative articles for our chapters. Jean is such a great
philatelist and when you add to this his sklll at wrltlng we can 1oqk
,forward to other artlcles of the same high standard.

- I was dlscu381ng with Ch=arles Minett and Ron Potter the. p0881b111ty
of copying earlier numbers of the Quarterly Circular. From our
prelimlna:y talks it seems feasible to provide these in complete
- volumes. We do,: however, need to know how many? So if y-u require them
please advise Ron so that we may go zhead with the idea. The cost will
be advised laater but you can rest assured we. will keep it to a minimum.

In this number you will find a note from Pip Whetter whlch is -self
explanatory. I would remind members that we have slways had a very Plose
and special relationship with the Philstelic Society nf Hgypt, and would
earnestly recommend joining the 8001ety, if you have not already done s80.
Members in America please contact Peter Smith (Prof. P.4.S. Smith, 811

Mt. Pleasant Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103).

The Civil Censorship Study Group

This new SOClety has so far pubiished four interesting bulletins, and
has devoteé one whole page to Egypt Censor Marks. - The scope of thls Study

Greup may  be extended to 1nclude Military Censorship owing to the near
1mp0881b111ty of pla01ng the two categorles in. watertlght comnartments

-TheaSecretary 1S'Tony Torrance,~10_Mylne ROad, Dollar5.01acks.9
Scotland. The annual subscription £1.

S VN AR WY wi SO e S g e Y —
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REPORT of the 1§‘pd.Mbetlgg_of the Egypt Study Circle,. held at
'The George', 2 George Court, Strand, London'wc2 ‘on- the

_i_d August 19 74

Our . Chalrman ‘presided and ‘the followlng members were present.-

'C‘w Mlnett P. Andrews, G P Green, P-E°.Whetter9 D?Hﬁ_Clarkey
A, Co Crew, D. Grover and et bears | A * S E &t e e ™

Apologles for absence were received from R A G Potter and
D% Horesh '

| Unfortunately, the pr1n01pa1 SPeaker Je Benﬁ&ans - and the
VSecretazy were unable to attend due to 1llnesso

Charles.Mlnett had fortunately brought hlS collection. Wlth hlm
so took over the concludlng talk on the Hoteéls of" Lower Egypt and of
fSlmon hTZt at Port. Said. The talk he gave was most 1nterbst1ngy. ”
'resp901ally as it was 1llustrated with his beautlful hand-drawn maps;
" and also photographso'

it the end of the talk Charles informed us that our senior member,
Jean Boulad d'Humieres (B.S.C. No. 16) had written to him on.the subject
.of the Hotel Postmarks. Jean had just completed his final artlcle, and
Charles said he would prOV1de some clearer drawings the better to
-:111ustrate it.  The Chairman was very pleased to. know of this-as, when
,completed it would go to complement the cancellptlons chapter. of the-
book. Flnally, Charles asked that members ‘check their early and late
dates of the Hotel Postmarks, especially of the Slmon Arzt cancellatlons,
~and 1nform hlm of anythlng 1nterest1ng..

hew acqu181t10ns were Shown by’membevs and some very interesting
,plecos were seen. - From the information: given it appears that there is
still much. worthwhlle materlal around and that the dlscernlng and
knowledgeable member can ple up. bargalns

Fembers expressed dlsapp01ntm9nt at ‘the . cancellatlon of Pr981dents'
By popular demand it was agreed that, for 1975, the first Saturday

in hay would be the most. suitable day to. have it. The Chdlrman agreed
to look after the details and would advzse later.

- B G M was e G T AND Ay Akl A R

QC VIII September 1974.
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Nomms FROM THb KJEPER OF THE PHILJPLLIC RECORD
| Charles w.lMlnett ( .S c mo. 77)

.q-u—w-—--.--_ ﬂ——---‘-_—“—--w——-mﬂ -mq-:-n--l—-a-

figThe Itallan Consular Offlce 1n Alexandrla

fffl) We are grateful to Erlch Haffele (EbC Yo. 116) of Memmlngen _
< for sendlng a photo-copy of ) double rate %3&&; letter from ﬂlexandrla
~7to Genoa whlch he has in hlS collectlon.- . -

oo B It is franked w1th wo Itallan 60 cent¢31m1 stamps of 1863
 can©e11ed by the framed "PIROSCﬂFI/POSTALL/ITALIANI"cachet (Type I-1,
242 E2.5 ‘mm. ) in black, applied at the Ttalian Office at the same. tlme
“as the 01rcular date stamp " ALESSANDRIA d'bGITTO/fOSTE ITALI&NE”- -,

{Type IIT -~ 1) dated 28 (7 )/GEN/65, algo in black, which appears else-
‘where on the front° On the back is the arrlval cds of GENOVA/A/ﬁEB/Es

10 11 1n black 8 . |

'i'~; ﬂlso mn the front 13 an "O" in a dlamond struck in blue and
Erich Hiffele seeks information as to iths szgnlflcance and where it was
applled we have nnthlng about thlS 1n the Reoord but 1llustrate it |
-below. .. 2™ .

PIROSCAFI

PIROSCAFI 5 X
POSTALY | d O\ POSTALI
TALIANI - ITALIAN!

EL A'i&:;ﬁ(;vluc’i-v l.c., D’ Egs.}']"a — ':;_Qn ON.G. : F\ncéﬁm ; iBCs‘Q“

2) In my own collectlon there is a single rate %3$¥§Pletter from
'Mllan to Alexandria. It bears a 40c (of Italy 1863) cancelled by a
- cds MILANO/?/GEN (1nverted)/6 4.$ but since the correct rate was 600
~there is a framed FRANCOBOLLO/. INSUFRICIENTE, There is no 1ndlcat10n |
Jhowever, that the postage due was coliected ' - ~ 5

; B framed PIROSC:*FI/PObTALI/ITJ. LIANT (27 5 % 16 5 mms. ) par‘bly _
ftles the stamp and I assume the cachet was struck at the pnrt of bncona
since there is a backstamp ANCONA/8/GEN/64/12M. The backstamp of |
arrlval &t the Italien Post Office in ulexandrla 1s dated l7th (Type
III - 1), all postdl marklngs are in black : , - 5,

. The route of the Itallan bteamshlp Serv1ce, SGC1eta Adflet100~
;Orlentale untll SOmetlme in 1864 was Anoona-001fu-nlexandr1a.*

" §C VIII September 1974.
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(hlthough understamped the letter. is 1nscr1bed in Itallan
'Urgent Please', it is. addressed to. ! The: Dlreotor of W-rks at the New
Theatre under: constructlon i Alexandrla in Egypt')"

.A.ﬁysterlous Cancellatlon of the 1867 1875 Perlod

Illustrated hore is a oancellatlon about Wthh we sought
::1nformat10n, so far without ‘result, in the Quarterly Circular Volume VI
_page 39 (August 1965) It occurred on a 1 piastre of. 1867 which had
- also.a small part of a circular date stamp of a French Consular Office, .
1‘0n1y the word "(E)GYPTE" being visible. The: stamp belonged to the latef
beorfe Mee (bbC No. 120) ' See 1llustrat10n Flgure 1. = |

Sometlme later N found in the Reoord B photograph of B 10 pcra

- of. 1872 cancelled with this same naxrk, that it is 1dentlca1 may be seen
by minor variations in the spacing of the bar39 unfortunately there
fappears 1o be no record of. ownership. ‘However, this very same 10 para.
stamp has been illustrated in a recent auction catalogue (Austrophll

100, 22-24 Qct. 1973, lot: 2679)

Whllst the. framed rhombus of bars, or
grille, (Figure 2) was a normal- cancellatlon
of the Italian States (e.g. Papal States,
Romagna, Parma) during the 1850's and 1860's
in all the examples I have seen 1llustrated
over the years the bers Join the frame. llne°
whereas’ those of the one under scrutlny i

quite’ clearly do- not

| However, 1t secms probable thet this too' 
is of Italian origin and, if soy doubtless TR
applled at one of the ports of arrlv perhaps
Ancona. =

Fiq. 2

The - Hysterlous Pentapram of world'wars I and II

| In the Quarterly Clrcular Volume VI ( ugust 1963) page 19 we~,
recorded and illustrated a World War I censor mark (Figure -3). congisting
"of" & pentagram whleh is known struck in 8rey, black, . red, blue and
v1olet on covers with both civilian and military oonnectlons
Used. in hlexandrla, it is now recorded
from June 1916 to June 1919. i e e

Zﬁtfthe:samejtimeiwe‘recOrded.a

~similer mark struck thrice in black on

QC VIII September 1974, Fig.3 Fg. 4
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a WOrld War II cever owned by H. Seymour Blomfleld (mbC No. 15)

;ﬁp_Qeoently he very: klndly ‘gsent. an XE€rox.copy. ior the: Record and we sre
*jf-lntrlgued to note that the mark (Figure 4) differs. from the esriler one

- rin -that: the black and whlte sectlone are reversed,_alsn 1t is sllghtly
*_éslarﬁero, -

" This: rogistered. air cover from Alexandrlﬂ to NeW'York (endorsed
7"“Not by Cllpper") passed through the bgyptlan civil censorshle depart~=
5,ment and has no military connectlons at .all. " The date” af. orlﬂln ig. -
- 1nde01pherable but the New'York baokstams is datcd 14th September 1942

_ has thls star in fact struck in ﬁlexandrla or could 1t p0881b1y be
an American mark? |

Phllatellc 3001ety of L&’_}’}‘t

Those members of the Study Clrcle who are slso members of the
Phllatellc 8001ety of Egypt will already know that the Prégident. hss ¢ s
aereed to recommence  the New Issue Service, The service.will be run on -
" nonaproflt basis and hopefully w1ll pr3V1de the most economical way of
‘keeping up to date with new issues. An initial deposit of £5 per
subserlber W111 malntaln a cash-'float' in Egypt wh ich can. be topped
up as requlred | - /

When our. Chalrman was last in Egypt he asked the President |
M. Mehanmy Eid if he could send over a seleotlon of ’Verletles"whlch
“eould he offered to members. The flrst batch - some £50 worth -
arrived about three months agy and was snapped ap in a matter of days.

ﬁ“My'apologles to those who were dlsapp01ntod A second batch arrived in-

July and lists have been sent to all who have expressed an interest. . At
" the time of - writing about twe-thirds of the stamps have been sold. W111

~ any- members who would llke a copy of the recent or future lists please
] 1eo me know -.a stamped addressed envelopc would be useful too*'

It is clear. from the response to. these two lists that theve_ls a
llveLy aemand for good material and adoptlng 8, suggestlon made &t the
~lagt Cirele meeting I propose to add -to the next list members 'wants'
and to include particulars of any - meterial members have for disposal.

: Please help to make these lists of inoroa,sz.né, interest by 1et1*1n{', me.

‘have particulars of your 'wants' and 'sffers' . The address iss
1 burrells, 25 Court Downs Road BecKenham, Kent. |
| g =1 P. B. whetter,
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Ibrahlm Chaftar ( SC No. 42 )

5 Contlnued from Volume VIII ~ page 79

- Prof. Peter Smlth in an 1nterpst1ng artlcle published in

f“L'O ~ient Phllatellque" No. 125 of April 1972 wrote on "Double
”Imnre881ons" on. the Second Portrait. Igsue 1925/54 and subsequon+ etamps
:prlnted by the photogrdvure process in ﬁgypt |

. He notlced these varletles as far baok as the late 1950's and
Ihe oozreSponded with other philatelists 1nclud1n@jMehanny Bid and
 4@. Byam. No one had noticed: these varieties be fore and no good
| Mglanatlon was forthCDmlng But in nugust 1959 he received a letter
from Dr.-byam in which was stded referring to the 3 milliemes photo-
gravure double impression, that "at the Philatelic Congress at Torquay
he had the opportunity to ask absut these “doubles" at the end of a
talk given by the head of the printing works at horrlson's.” The
_explanstion of that expert is: they are apt to arise if the roller
printing has to be stopped for any reason - e. 2, 8some. defeot_ln the
 machine. The paper may then run. buckwsrds for a. shart distance 'so -
-_th&t when the machine is restarted a portion of . the paper mdy Ui through_
-:a qocond tlme ~ normally in perfect register but not always’ SﬁoA

krof. bmlth comments~ "Phe expl%natlon 18 conv1n01ng for it
“explalns why the second impression is always very pale - the plate had
.not beon inked a second time. The platbs for the type of prlntlnp

are of course oyllnders, which prtate as the pa peI: passes through, only
a’strip being in contact w1th the cyllnder at ﬂny given mqment 1t is
also clear from the above 1xP1ath10n why the second impression is
dJSUlJCed in-one. dlrectlon onlys it is the dirsction of travel of the
paper through the press along which very slight slippage can occur
during the roll-back when ‘the machlne is Stoppbd in the middle of a
'prlnblng 0peratlon09' -

- He gives then the 1llustrat10n of a 100 nllllemes used tOﬁether

with a normal for comparlson.' The effect is rtlcularly evident in
_bhg arabic inscription at right, in the ar“blc nuamerals gnd in. the oval

- of orndments surrounding the portralt Whereas the ornaments are |
_nornally ‘hollow and show fine detalls, on the double impression they: are.
blufrcd and the hollow spcces are fllled up

He p01nted out also that he should makb it -clear that although tho
=expldndt10n came from Harzlson‘s who printed the’¢1rst Pﬂrtralu Issue, he
‘h&s never seen an example of the effect on that issue, he - knew of them
-only on. the Second Portrait Issue and the"Boy King' Issue . The values
he had seen are Second Portra;t 15 milliemes, 20 mills. ‘blue Iarge format,

QC VIIT September 1974
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50 mills. pale centreloomlls pale céntre and 'Boy King' 3.mills..

& take the. present opportuﬁlty 1o publl%h what we know here in
bgypt on this subgeot although I understand the Teasims giveny which
are ooﬁv1n01ng, I must aod tnat these happenlngs are. oongenltﬁl to the
fphotogrevure process 1teelf

A 1ong tlme ago I gathered some stamps of the First Portrclt Issue.
giving the appearanoe of double impressichs and T give. SHME - enlargements
rof 8 few of them. T may add -that the doubllng on-the 1, 2, ‘3% 94004
15 and. 20 milliemes is striking, the effect is rore v131b1e on the 1, 3,
-S'and 15 mllllemes.- It is to.be notloed that the effect of -the 6oub11ng
is v181b1e on-a blook of foup of the 15 mllllmeS on the lowez palr onlyo

'LouglaslMaoNellle in hls dlsplay at tho ’11rst Phllatellc LXhlblthﬂ.
Caaro 1346! showed

"192% - 2 milliemes - Mint Sheet of 100 without control.
The shadlng to the left on the Dase of the flﬂure 2
is so strong that the outline appears duplicated on
stamp 92,1 **

| We notloed then as far back as . 1945, the doubling effeot put we
'had not any 1dea on any kind of exolanatlono

| On - photograph Nos 5 the effect on the oval is oertalnly not due to
a double 1mpre881ono- The oval is very thlok on its N.E. part and, I
‘believe, is due to a clever retouch There is ev1denoe nf roJolntlngo
‘Under the photograph I wrlte an explanatlon brylng tn exnlaln how that
delect happened.

Photograph No. 6 glves reproductlon of gix’ 5 milliemes stamps, the
'left ‘side of" gach showing evidence of double 1mpreselon. ‘The left label
'oont :mlnb the words in arabic LGYPE POSTnG “has the white area of the
-araulo Jetters narrower,.and the horder of the outer frame doubled -

stpongly

Photogxaph Noo./ glves the same variety on the right ~f two stampso
T+ will be noticed that this varlety nf the doubling on the RIGHT is
scarcer than when on the LEFD. The two stemps on the left show a curious
variety of doubling of the left outer frame which is very scaroe, only
four stamps. have been picked out from 8,000 usod I examined. I must add
that: these four stamps difter from one anwther° |

| Photograph No. 8 shows the double lmpresolon on . the 1eft side of the
two stampe and here I succeeded in flndlng the same Varlety on two
‘different- Stamps,f These. inits show the seme. dofoots, o it is evldent
that ‘their origin is from the same unlt of a prlntlng surface° How can
a double IMDTLSSIOH happen nn the . same plaoe? Hcre We need more
'explanatlon, unfortunateiy I am unable to advanoe amyo

C T AT A AW A AR

-*%Catalogue of "Iore bXpOSltlon Phllatellquo du Caire, 28 Fevrler 1946"
page 26, Participation of DouglastaoNellle 2 frames

Qe VIII beptembe:c 1974 20522157



5
No.5 On exomlnlng the ‘stamp: we notlc;7
that the coloured oval contalnlng

the, portralt is can81derably thlcker
-beglnn4ng'under the - snake- llke ornament
and ending at the whlte space: end -of ‘the
tie. The space between the right lotus
stem and the white line at the rlght has
dlsappeared The remalnder of the oval
is thlcker than normal | R G

How has. thls defect been produced° It
cannot be the result of a faulty appll-'
cation of thé carbon tissue on the = -
multipositive glass. We know that spe01a1
attention is taken to ‘provide close- P
contact between the carbon . tissue and the
thick glass of the mult1p081t1ve, even a.
3p901a1 device is used. "vacuum prlnting
down frame", allowlng the air to be drawn
between them to secure contact | |

e
{ 5
23
D |
v 4
%
ﬁ
;§~
£ o

.J'ﬂ]' ¥4 e

If we examine the ovai under the left
'snake' we can see what looks like. & JOln
of the thisek part of the oval to the ’  '
remaining line which is relatively .~

| thlnnero_ Also under the white space end
PHOTO No. 5 of the tie we see the same effect |

Are we looklng at a clever retouch?- By

hand- or by a mechenical device?

A fow coples have been found gimilar to this stamp, but not the Séme;5and.thé
_thlckness of the oval varies in p081t1nn all round the gval,

6 The stamp in this 1llustrat10n
shows on the left side of tho
outer frame a squash causing an
enlarging of the white frame
_SHrrounding'the-whole design.

Also the 1eft label containing

the arabic ingcription (EBgypt
Postage) seems to have a-double

impression. - (The white Space
composing the arablc 1etters
being narrower)..

These'varletles are scarce and
represent a klnd of double
impression.

QC VIII September 1974. PHOTO No: 6
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PHOTO No. 7

No. T The stamp on the right shows the same sguash and appearance of
doubling of the white space composing the arabic letters (' five milliemes')
on the right. This variety is scarcer than the stamps showing similar
variety on the left side (see No.6). The stamp on the left shows a fine line
doubling the left outer frame line only. How has this line been produced?

| It is not the result of damage to the doctor

. @ R Y blade. Only four stamps with this variety

ol e ® have been found amongst 8,000 examined.

No.8 - This stamp shows on the left side

of the frame a double impression and the
arabic text is also double (the white part
is narrower than normal). I have two stamps
with this wvariety, and the puzzling thing is
that they are both from the same unit of a
printing surface, having identical flaws in
other parts of the design.

How can a printing surface have a double
etching on part of i$%? Oxr, if this is a
part ' double impression', how can we have
the same impression? If we suppose cockling
of the paper, as a result of stoppage of the
machine,; can the 'doubling' occur on the
same place of a sheet?

.
7
3

&

L 2582

PHOTO No. 8 QWC VIIT September 1974.
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No.,_ The 3 milliemes stamp shows the '3 narrower.than normal,
‘and there is a colour splash on the white part of it.

The left side of the outer frame is squashed to the left.

Stamps nos. 2 and 3 show the double impression on the two
arablc labels, the former towards the left and the latter to
the right. Also a doubling effect of the numeral '15’

All these are narrower than usual.

Stamp No. 4 shows a similar effect as Noa. 2 and 3, and in
addition it shows a doubllng of the oval frame on the left
and right side, the blue colour filling part of the white
oval itself.

PHOTO No.10

No, 10 A real example of a double impression on all the surfeace
of 5 miilliemes stamp, from top to bottom.
The doubling is particularly clear on the upper borderg the
snake-like ornament, the face and eyes of the portralt the

white collar around the neok.

The two numerals are strongly shaded from top to bottom by
the red-brown colour. Phe c¢cnlour 'runs out' of the bottom

‘outer frame.
A rare stamp in 8,000 used copies!

QC VIII September 1974.
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Photograph Nos 9 shows a double 1mpress1on on the 3 mllllemes, 3t
will be notlced that the numeral “5“ is- nﬁrrower than normal. Then we
.have three stamps of the-15 milliemes: “the numerals. and the whole ”
of the arabic 1nsor1ptlon on ‘the left and the arebic’ numerals and. the'g
apabic 1nscr1ptlons on. the right of the. ‘stamp -are narrower. It is to beV
noticed: on one of the st&mps the doubllng is on. the rlght s1de and-on -~
‘the other stamp it is on the left side. I suppose that these effects |
‘are due to the direction of rotetion of the cyllnder. The last 15 mils.
shows also a doubling of the oval from the right and left side and the
“blue colour fills the left and right side of the white oval itself.
The' whlte space containing the arabic label at left and right of the
istamps are narrower than normal and the effect in blue colour is more
yisible and strlklng than the reproductlon L the black and whlte
:photograph | |

Photograph No. 10 glves s real double 1mpress1on on all the surface-
ﬁof the stemp, 5 mllllemes, from top to bottom. -The unpeér border is
-doubled also the snake-like ornament. The face and the eyes: of the
fportralt and the white collar around the neck, are ev1dently doubled.
The two. numerlas are strongly shaded from top to hottom by the red brown
’color, and flnaily the color runs. out of the bottom frcme.' T RN

This is a striking varlety, I fyund- another copy less pronounced
probably from the same sheet but a doubllng similer to photograph
No. 10 must be very rare.

iy wmm G kil mmm mmn v s Gy AR

In conclusion I would say that I do not pretend to be an expert in
phOuogravure prlntlng, I have given here S1mply some examples of what
I have gathered over the years, asklng my” colleagues to ‘help with their
opinions, and I repeat it is time ~ the stamps are stlll easily.
available - for a team of researchers to try to flnd how all the
fretouches, flaws and double impressions were caused as well-as to settle
the meke up of the Flrst Portrait Booklets Issue.

I am at the digposal of any volunteer w1111ng to co-opera,teo

Alexandrla 1972

The. Quarterly Circular is published by the gypt Study Circle,

QC VIII September 1974.



