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The State Post founded by Mohammed Ali = continued

be overlooked; consequently, it is not unlikely that others exist, but have not
been recognized for what they are.

The inscribed dates are in the Moslem calendar. The earliest is that of Qena,
"71", which is 1271 A.H. or 1855 A.D. The dates of letters bearing these seals may
be many years later, however, and can only be determined if there is a manuscript
notation inside, or if the cover bears supplementary date stamps applied if the
letter was forwarded through the Khedivial or other post. The dates listed in the
accompanying table summarize what has been seen.

The seals are found struck on either the front or back of the letters, and may
have functioned as a frank. However, they are invariably accompanied by a
manuscript notation referring to the weight of the letter and the fee paid. The
available examples are so few that the basis of the charge is still obscure, but it
seems likely that both weight and distance were involved. Weights-were expressed
in dirhems (1 dirhem is 3.12 grams), and the charges in either paras ('fadda") or
piastres, but the notations were so hastily scrawled that it is veryvdifficult to
be sure what they say. One letter from Girga to Cairo is inscribed "1 dirhem /
1 piastre", whereas another one travelling the same route is inscribed " 30 fadda'.
In any event, postage appears to have been paid to destination, for there are no
postage due markings. This is so regardless of whether the letter was handled
entirely by the state post, or was forwarded for part of the distance by the
Khedivial Post. Some of the letters bear the additional handstamp ‘“Franca',

Generalizations are dangerous when based on such limited evidence, so it may be
better to describe and illustrate specific covers.

GIRGA

I. undated inside or outy presumed to be early owing to the absence of
mérkings of the Khedivial Post; addressed to Cairo in Arabic and Greekg
endorsed "paid by Mr Hawaza Idiaby 2 fadda'" on the front, and "dirhem 2 /
piastre 2" and the name of the receiving official on the backs struck with the
seal of Girga in gray=-black on the back.

II. (illustration 1) dated February 18733 adressed in Arabic to "Cairo, Muski
garden, Patriarchate, Anbar Avanosios Bishop of Coptic Catholics in Egypt";
endorsed "bosta Sohag" and '"answered 19 - - <" on the front, "30 fadda as fees"

on backs struck with the seal of Girga in gray-black, and the c.d.s. of Cairo
in Type IV--3.1 dated 12 / 4 / 73 / T3 on the back, and the c.d.s. of Siut in
Type IV=2.5m dated 1(5) / FEB / 1873 / T and "Franca" in Type Fr=3 on the front.

III. _ (illustration 2) (Heffele collection) dated in 1873 (datestamps);
adressed in Arabic "from Sohag to Cairo, Archdeacon Agha Bioosh of the Coptic
Catholics = -~ ="3 endorsed "to be delivered through the kindness of — = - ¥
on front, and "dirhem 1 / piastre 1" on the back:; struck with the seal of
Girga and the c.de.s. of Cairo dated 4 FEB 1873 T II in Type III-2.5m on the
back, and the c.d.s. of Siut in Type IV=2.5n dated 1 FEB 1873 T I and "Franca"
in Type Fr--3 on the front,

QENA

e

T. (illustration 3) (Smith collection, ex Fox) dated at Luxor, 20th February,
18583 addressed in Italian to "Sig. B. Biondelli digniss. Professore e
Direttore dell'I.R. Gabinetto Numismatico / I.R. Accademia di Brera / Milano /
Italia", plus Arabic inscription consigning the letter to the care of a MlMr.
Kunschler, agent of the Austrian Post in Cairoj endorsed in Arabic on the
back "weight - - - / 25 twenty--five - = - "3 struck on the reverse with the
seal of Qena, Italian c.d.s. "fMILANO 21/3", and rectangular boxed PORTALETTRE /
17 DISTRIBUZIONEg on the front is struck faintly in bluish the Austrian c.d.se.
ALEXANDRIEN / 8 / 33 manuscript "9/9%" is marked in red crayon on the face.

This letter is the only one I know of that is addressed outside of Egypts the
content is an almost euphoric description of the ancient monuments.
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II. (illustration 4) (Hffele collection) dated April 1873 (datestamps);
addressed to Agios Brohai (?) = ~ = Muski, at Cairo; endorsed at top left
"Father Michael - - ", and at lower left, "paid for by Father Michael Beghar
Ghorsi'; on reverse, "4 (g, ?) / 1 (?) pi. ", and a number which may be a
date '"1289" or "1589"; struck on back with the seal of Qena and the c.d.s.
of Cairo in Type IV-3.1 dated unclearly, and on the front with the c.d.s. of
Siut in Type IV-2.5n dated 3 APR 1873 T I.

Tils (Haffele collection, ex Byam) dated March 1868 (datestamp), addressed to
Lady John Scott, Lauder, Berwickshire, Scotland; endorsed on the front in
Arabic "at the hand of Mustafa = = - at Luxor', and ¥to blessed Cairo / to
be given to the headmaster of English School', On the back is the intaglio
seal of Qena, the circular date stamp of Minia (Type II-2n) 27 MARZ 68 3T, the
date stamp of Lauder (arrival) AP 14 1868; there is also a scrawled reckoning
of weight and charges, but the meaning is uncertain. The front bears a
second strike of the Minia date stamp, dated one day later (28 Marz), and the
circular date stamp of the British Post 0Office at Cairo AP 1 68.

This cover was clearly handled by the civil postal service from Minia
onwards, for the railway had by this date been extended to lMinia. There are
no postage due markings, and no indication about how the postage from Cairo
to Scotland was paid,

IV, (Heffele collection, ex Byam). This is also an envelope dated December
1871 (date stamp)s addressed to Mrs Ewing, American Mission, Cairoj endorsed
on the front in Arabic "mail from Pastor Ewing postage paid®, and "from Qous
to Cairo / to be delivered to Miss Ewing at the American School', The front
also shows the circular date stamp of Roda (Type III-2.5n) 12 DIC 1871 T4 5
and the back bears the Qena intaglio seal and the circular date stamp of
Cairo (Type I11-2.5n) 13 DIC 1871 T III, as well as a scrawled reckoning of
weight and charges, not readily decipherable.

This cover is interesting for the evidence it gives that there was no
office at Qous; presumably the letter was carried by private hand to the
nearest office, Qena. By this date, the civil post had been extended
further down the Nile, to Roda.

In addition to these covers, it is worth noting that a loose copy of the 2
piastre stamp of the Second Issue is known cancelled with the same Qena intaglio
seal (Heffele collection, ex Gilbert),

ASYUT

Ls (Smith collection, ex Byam) envelope dated in April, 1870 (date stamps);
addressed to Mrs. Ewing, American fMission, Cairoj inscribed in Arabic on the
face "to Cairo" and "from Dr. Watson / fee paid; endorsed on the back with
cryptic indication of weight and fee, presumablyg struck with the seal of
Asyut, and the c.d.s., of Cairo in Type III--2.5n dated 3 APR 1870 T III on the
back, and on the front with the c.d.s. of Minia in Type 1I1I-2.5n dated 3 APR

1870,
II. (Ha'ffele collection) dated March, 1872 (datestamps), year date 1288 (A.H.)
insides addressed to Cairo, Avonsios Bishai Bishop of Coptic Catholics - ~ -3

endorsed on the front '"sent through the kind offices of Father Toma of Minia
Monastery'", and on the back with notation of weight and fee which seems to be
"43 g / 120 fadda"; struck on the reverse with the seal of Asyut in bluish
and the c.d.s. of Cairo in Type III-2.5n dated 8 MAR 1872 T III, and on the
front with the c.d,s. of Roda in Type I11I1-2.5n dated 7 MAR 1872 T I,
(illustration 5),

The foregoing examples are chosen only because they are the ones available to

me, as originals or photocopies. One can conclude from them that there were no
offices at Sohag or lLuxory, since letters originating at those places were post-
marked with the seals of offices downstream from them, The rates paid, insofar as

they can be deciphered, do not appear to be excessive, and apparently include
onward handling by the Khedivial PFost where applicable. It is interesting that
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all but one of these cexamples is ecclesiastical correspondence, but it is uncertain
whether this is typical, Presumably there was little commerce with Upper Egypt in
those years,

No letter going outward from Cairc by the Post of Plohammed Ali seems to have
survived, However, I have one cover in my ccllection that appears to be an
example of a letter originating in the Viceroyal Post, addressed to a place served
by the courier service, It is a small, very light envelope, which appears to have
been unsealed, addressed to Asyut, and franked with a single copy of the 20 paras
of the First issue, cancelled with the c.de.s. of Cairo in Type I~2,5n (illustration
C)e The date is not clear, although the month begins with A; because of the
franking, the year must have been 1866 or 1867, at which pericd the Viceroyal Post
had not yet expanded south of Cairo. There are no backstamps, sc we can only
presume lthat it was delivered at Asyut. With a light enclosure, the letter could
quite possibly have not exceeded one dirhem in weight. The rate is not a normal
one, and in fact, I have never heard of another example of a First Issue cover
franked 20 paras, unless postage due was charged, The unsealed greeting card rate
was 10 para within the Viceroyal Post; it does not seem unreasonable that 10 paras
paid the rate for the Viceroyal Post, and another 10 paras paid for the state
courier, On the other hand, the carriage of this letter south of Cairo, its origin,
must have been entirely by courier, the Viceroyal Post acting only as a receiving
office, and the full 20 paras may have been credited tec the state courier service,

There is a similar cover in the Haffele collection (ex Gougas), addressed to
Asyut, but franked with a 10 and a 20 para stamp of the First Issue, cancelled
Cairo (Type I-2.5n) 13 MAG 66 2 T and dated inside "30 zul higga 1282%, The route
is thus the same as the 20 para cover, but we cannot know if the different rate was
the result of a different weight, or a revision in rate structure. The message
inside concerns a financial transaction about cotton.

A postal document found by Jean Boulad d'Humieres in an old archive has a
bearing on this subject, An extract was published in L'Orient Philatelique Vol,
IV, No. 53, January 1946, on page 439, It is dated January, 1867, and gives the
rates for letters sent to Upper Egypte. For Asyut, the charge was 30 paras per
dirhem, in addition to the normal postage of 1 pi. to carry the letter to Cairo
from places in Lower Egypt. It is thus ambiguous with respect to letters
originating in Cairo itself, It is also stated in that document that newspapers,
samples, registered letters, and printed matter were not accepted for Upper and
Middle Egypt, The reason for the 20-para rate on my cover referred to above thus
remains a mistery. However, there is no guestion of any other stamp having fallen
offy there is not a trace of any kind of any additional franking.

The foregoing document is also informative with rospect to the rates discussed
earlier in this article for letters from Girga, Asyut and Gena, although one must
bear in mind that they would apply to the date of publication, January 1st, 1867,
and they may have been different at other times. In fact, as the railway pushed
southwards and Viceroyal (later Khedivial, post offices were opened, the surcharges
for letters for Upper Egypt may have been reduced. Such events would have begun
with the opening of the office at Minya, August 1st, 1867, The rates quoted are
theses Minya, 20 parasy Asyut, 30 paras; Girga, 1 piastre; Qena, 1 piastre 10
paras (all per dirhem),

It is significant that the list of destinations in the document of January,

1867, does not include Schag or Luxor. This is in accord with the fact that the
letters described earlier that originated from those places bore the seals of nearby

listed offices (Girga or Qena}. The remaining destinations in the list presumably
also had seal postmarks, yet to be discovered. They are: Beni-Souefy Fayoumsg
Fachng Esna (seal known); Asscuan; Korosko. The destinations listed for the

Sudan weres Wadi Halfag; Berberg Dongolag Khartoumg Sennarg El Takey Cordofang
and Fazoglou, What an exciting event it would be te find a cover with the seal of

one of these Sudanese localities !



The State Post founded by Mchammed 411 -  continued

(Note: in these notes, "civil" and 'Viceregal' post have been used inter-
changeably) .

In conclusion, I gratefully acknowledge the kind assistance of Dr Abdallah
Mishrick in deciphering the Arabic inscriptions.

Peter A, S. Smith
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NOTES ON POSTAL SERVICE MARKINGS 1865-79

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198)

S

Two new markings, PS-17 and PS-18

These markings have recently turned up on interpostal seals. It has not been
poscible to make complete cuts ( i.e. tracings ) from the strikes available, but the
narkings are distinctive enough to have been allocated new PS numbers. The notes
wvhich [ollow may help readers to locate more strikes in their collections which will
enable me to complete the cuts in the record.

o, h! 7
B o £ 5 Yoy k4
LV P ARG NG 8

PS-17 PS-10 Ps-18

Dincnsions (mms) 27 % 18.5 27.5 x 18
PS~17., I have examplics on IP IVe, Ve, and VI ( 377G ), and Seymour Blomfield
also s en example on IP Ve. All the strikes are in black. Two of them show the
arza at the bottom of the cubler label; both indicate the presence of an ornament,
but ne: makes clear the detail of this ornament. It is likely to be similar to
th:s i2 PS=10, a wmarking which has the identical outer label inscription. (Incidentally,
b

~ ~rearent is missing Ifrowm PS-10 in the current issue of the data sheets).

3=78, I have two exnmples on IP VI ( 3774 and 3771 ). One is struck in black,
cher in blue.  The dinceripiion in the centre is practically certain to be

B RIFIUTI. The betiom of the outer label is undoubtedly ALESSANDRIA; the rest
s nly conjectural at present, but it could well be POSTE KEDEVIE EGIZIANE.

Ko $abn end observaticns on PS-3.5

LAL-TL-ITIBIR. I have exsmples on IP Va ( TEL EL KIBIR 224a ), and IP Ve ( TEL EL
2ITTD 321a and EL TEL EL KIBIR 321 ). The strikes are in blue as well as black, and
the cut made from fhem is shown in Figure 1. The third letter of the town name seems
to be L end not the tzrnintive H given in the data sheets.

RA ). My pavtestrike in black on IP IVA ( KANTARA 129 ) is shown in

¢ 2. Uafertunately. only part of the first letter of the town name is visible
- the rest falls off the inlerpestal - and it just might be the letter C. Its
position rules out the possibility that this is a strike of TEL-EL-KIBIR.

Fig 1 ig 2 Fig 3
Dincnsions (mms) 25 x 15.5 {25 x 14.5) 26.5 x 16.5
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Notes on Postal Service Markings 1865-79 - continued

The markings in Figures 1 and 2 are very similar and the cancellers must have
been made from practically identical basic dies. If we now consider Figure 3, which
is the illustration for PS-3.5 in the data sheets, it can be seen that this differs
in several significant respects including size. We could, of course, be dealing
with a seccad and different die for TEL EL KIBIR. However, the illustration was
taken from a cut in the record which was made, not from original material, but from
& photograph or tracing sent in by a collector. It is much more likely that the
information was misleading or inaccurate, and that this second version of the marking

does not really exist.

P e T e S = S

POSTAL MARKINGS 1880-1952

AN APPEAL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SOME MARKINGS OF UNCERTAIN TYPE

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198)

The record for study VI contains a number of markings which are not fully
understood, either because we have been unable to decipher the indicia in the markings,
or because there is some doubt about their use or function. These markings are
illustrated and detalled in the following paragraphs, and I would appreciate hearing
from anyone who can clarify their position or who has examples on cover.

» X 98
PAUDATN
4;'9’4»?\

( 2NA - )
4 &

Q1a Q1b Qic

The three Q1 markings are clearly related to each other by the French
"Renseignements!" (= information) and the Arabic L seiw! (= enquiries). Qla
was found on interpostal type XI; Q1b as incomplete part-strikes on a 1933 2m Air
Mail and on a 1938 Zm Postage Due; and Q7c on an official sealing label. The
markings are in the record under a provisional "Information™ type. It is suggested
that there was (and is ?) a section in the post office which answered questions about

- the service and which had a canceller of its own to use on replies.

SeELy
P o s

@ MA234-5p

52 was found on a 1922 S5m Crown Overprint. The strike was incomplete; the
leower and presumably Arabic part, which might have helped to identify it, unfortunately
fell off the stamp. The indicium "C.0.S." is unknown in any other marking.

Q3 and Q4 are illustrated together as it is likely that they are related. Q3 is
not too uncommon and has been seen on 1884 S5pi, 1888 10pi, 1893 2pi, 1889 bm Postage
Due, and interpestal type XI. An early suggestion was that M.I. = Ministry of
Inforration, so that Q3 would be a similar type of marking to Q1 above.
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Postal Markings 1880-1952 - Information Wented - continued

M. 1.
Q3 3 X193 2{iiij/ Q4
N4 Y
e P
o 2

Q4 was recently found on interpostal type VI ( 377B and 377G ), both strikes
dated 21 Feb 92, and also on a 1879 2pi, the strike dated 14 Jun 93. The inter-
postal 377G is almost always cancelled by some sort of Cash marking, hence the latest
suggestion that M.I. = Mandats Internationaux, and that M.,P.I. = Mandats Postaux
Internationaux.

Q5 is on a cover in the collection of P.A.S.Smith, and is
QLk&;ﬂ the only example recorded to date of this type of marking. The
: cover is addressed to Cairo. On the front it bears a 1923 Sm
cancelled by Q5, there is also a further strike of Q5; it is
back-stamped Akmin, Cairo-Asyut & V.V. TPO, and Cairo.

DIYABAT * Diyabat has been described as a '"very small place'"
— e .
(presumably near Akhmin ?). Perhaps some "very small places'

Q5 Fo-v-11!

used this type of marking in lieu of the normal c.d.s., and this
could explain its rarity; alternatively it could be a type of rural service or
temporary marking.

AN ALEXANDRIA '"LAZARET" POSTMARK - by V. Denis Vandervelde - 15 January 197¢

It is now clear, beyond reasonable doubt, that there was a lazaretto in Alexandric
in the latter half of the 19th century. This establishment, in addition to housing
the passengers and crew of ships arriving in times of epidemic, also disinfected mail.
The cachet certifying disinfection (which seems to have been in use only briefly) is
dealt with at length in "Pratique', organ of the Disinfected Mail Study Circle, and
interested readers are urged to apply to me at 25 Sinclair Grove, London N.W.11 for
membership (£ 3.50 or U.S. § 7.00 per annum).

But a very different merking has now come to light, strongly suggesting that the
establishment was still functioning (not necessarily in the same way, of course) in
the early years of the 20th century. Unfortunately, the only strike so far seen by
me is on a pair of adhesive stamps and illegibly dated. The handstamp is a 27 mm cds
with ALEXANDRIA round the top, with LAZARET in 2 horizontal plane immediately beneath,
and the date in a single line below that, across the diameter of the circle. The
lower half is in Arabic, as usuzl at this period.

Until a dated cover turns up, hypotheses may be unwise, but in 1900 Trieste had a
postbox at its comparable institution, which used a bi-lingual c.d.s. reading
"Seelazaret'. So there is at least a likelihood that there was a similar box at
Alexandria, intended for the use of passengers of quarantined ships. Can any reader
confirm, preferably with dates of usage ?

EDITOR'S NOTE: the reproduction is from a poor original photocopy.
The year is not distinguishable and it is not known whether the
adhesives are chalk-surfaced and thus 1902 or later.

4

ESC Member Mamdouh Abou-Alam kindly translated: ''the Arabic words
at the lower half of the cancel (eeli 72 mean "Medical
Quarantine" more or less the translation of ‘Lazaret! and this term
is usually used for special quarantine in ports and airports when
they have to check for valid Certificates of Health. The other
word «“J .o | is Alexandria.




