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E 0 I T 0 R I A L 

We dec i ded to close Volume I X with the l ast is s ue, numbe r ed 7 & B. at page 93. 
( Ma ny r eade r s , we hope , will no l onger have page 93 - th ey will ha ve completed it 
with details of Hotel postmarks in their own coll ection and sent it t o Jim Benians). 

So this is page 1 of th e new Vo lume X, in A4 format . The r o are ad vantages 
in using this format, but we beli eve that overseas members may have a prob l em 
in getting standar d s ized binders ~ pe rhaps an enterprising U.K. member c an 
or ganise a s upply? 

We a r e gl ad to launch Vo lume X with studi es by two di stinguished contributors. 
Mr Ibrahim Cha ftor ha s done fu r the r rc;sea rch on the 1879 5-paras ;; J oined Characters" 
f l a w, wh ich he himse lf discove r e d ori ginally, and he has pr oduced a well-i llustrated 
study , l eading t o his conclusions as to how this fl aw wa s ge ne r a t e d. Newer 
membe rs of ESC may like to know that f·1 r Chaf t ar is a Foll ow of the Roya l 
Philatelic Soc i e ty, London , and a s i gnator y of th e Ro ll of Di st in gu i shed 
Philateli s t s . The othe r subs t ontia l study, by our Pr es ident, Professor Peter 
Smith (a lso a Fellow of the ~;Royal"), deal s with the little- known State Post 
f ounde d by Mohamme d Ali . 

It is not difficult to produce a good-calibrs journal whe n con t ributions of 
this calibre a r e r eceive d . Bu t we have t o l ook beyond the next one or two 
issues and enquire where further s ubstanti3l study r eports a r e to come from . 
We ho pe that eac h l eader of a major Study Sect i on will provide a majo r 
contribution to t he QC ( but we will not r e fus e A minor c ontribution, even jus t 
a progress r epo rt). 

Smaller contr i but i ons a r e particula rl y wanted, bec a usE they gene r ate a much 
wider int e r est . 

Thi s issue and, we hopo , a l l fut ure issu8s 9 make a po i nt of PARTICIPATION , 
in the opportuni t i es given for contributions by me mbers to fill in g gaps in the 
r ec or ded informa tion. Eve r ybody will be given o stimu lus by Ibra him Chaf t a r 
to l ook again 9 more c C~ rofully, a t the 1879 5~·p i"J r as 9 and to r eport what i s found, 
whi l e Tony Sc hmidt is po s itive l y pl ead ing for infor mati on . Kenneth D. Kn i ght 
suggests tha t wo have a r eg ular f oa turo c olumn upda tin g pr e viously-publ i s he d 
studi es in min or ways - a ve r y good idea . All th ese a r o ways in whic h e very 
mem ber c an ma ke a pos itive c ont ribution to the study of Egypt . Eve n if he finds 
nothing r e levan t in his own c ollect i on 9 a membe r is lil<ely to see things wh ich 
he did not notic e bof oro . 

It has bo on decided to continua th e New Issu8 detail, even though the same 
may possibly appea r olsowhe r c . Cyr il Oof r i ez po ints out that Egypt has aboo ut 
30 new i ssues per yea r 9 so that we shall be up t o date befor e the end of this 
volume . 

"LONDON 19@0 11 i s the name c hosen f or Grit (l i n ' s next Inte rnat i ona l St amp 
Exhibition. It will be hold a t Ea r l s Court, London 9 W1 9 from 2nd t o 1Oth May ~ 

1980 a nd is likol y to be bi gge r than cu r la s t Inte rna tion al, 11 Philympian , in 1970. 

ESC he ld a specia l me e t ing a t Phi l ympia - shall we do s i mi l a r l y in 1980? 

~1a t exh ibit s of Egypt will London 1980 ha ve ? 
thes e ~ -

At Philympia thor o we r e 

E. Antonini 
J. H. E. Gi l be rt-­
Or G. Khouzam·­
"Peter Pass " 
R. J e ide l 
J.E . O.Hobbs 
A. G.Pipe rno 
J. H. E.Gilbert­
E. A. f< chr 
J. Fireb r ace 
Lite r a tu r a 

1st thre e iss ues a nd earlie r mator i 2l 
Suez Cana l 9 Du es, Cr owned Ci rc l e , Canadi an Voyageur s 
Posts Eur opcw 
Co ns ula r a nd territoria l pos t offic es 
Wagho rn s , Tr ansit Compa ny , Marc Poupe 
1932 Forc e s Posta l Concess i on 
Postage Du e Stamps 1884 - 1905 
ea rl y pione er ing a irmail flights 
Pi one ur a irmclils 
Eg ypt & Sudan Soldi e r s ' Mail 1882-98 
aEg yrtian Top ics 11 

Ar e YOU plannin g YOUR exhibit in London 1980 ? - r emembe r tha t you ne e d t o 
have won a t l oas t a Silve r Meda l at Nat i onal l eve l 9 to qua lify for entry . 

Finally 9 apoloaics f or hav i ng t o carry ovor some contributions to the next 
issue 9 principally the conc luding pa rt of Jim Geni <J ns 1 "Hote l Postmarks" . 

John A. Grimmer (E SC 164 ) 
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REPORT of MEET I NC of the ECVPT STUDY CIRCLE 

:_;;..;..;.;;;....;:.~-~ 

j_74th r~eetinq held . ~"~_t:!.E_uar->:: .. 1 

he ld at "The Pea.cock 11
9 ~1aid8n Lan o 9 

W.C.2. 

The Meeting was a ttende d by the Pr esident 9 Professor P. A.S . Smith , the 
Chai r man 9 J. Suars and Moss rs M.S. Abou-Alam, P. And r ews, F.W. Beni ons 9 B. Blow 9 

D.H. Clarko 9 G. M. Dorman 9 C. E.H. Defr i oz 9 J.A. Grimmer, J. S. Horosh, K.D. Knight 
and A. Schmidt. 

The Cha irman welcomed our Pres i dent, Pr of esso r Pe ter Smith, wh o would be 
r e sident in London for a f ew months this yea r. 

The Secretary r eported tha t we were as su r e d of our venue a t "Th e Peacock" 
for 12 months . 

Th e Chairman reported ha ving discu sse d th 8 possibility of D j oint mee ting 
with the Sudan Study Circle; th e y appea r ed not keon . Dennis Cla rk e s ug ge sted 
extending a meeting, rathe r than have an additi onal meet in g which wou ld cause 
travelling prob l ems for some? this was app r oved s nd the Chairman would discus s 
furth er with the Sudan S.C. with a view t o extending th e E.S.C. Mee ting on June 
10 and inviting them. 

The Quarterly Circular was discuss ed a nd it was og r eG d that we should 
continue to give New Is sue detai l s, e ven if there should then be an overlap with 
the content of any futur e issues of L' Orient Philateliquc . Th e Editor hoped to 
set up a number of ser i es, of which New Issues was one , and possibly Reports on 
Postmarks wo uld bo another . The Quality of illustra tions of the New Issue s was 
poor 9 an d it was hope d to change t o Xe rox c opying f or th e future . The President 
drew attent i on t o th e difficulty, in U.S.A. 7 of gett i ng binders 9 etc. , in A4 
format. 

The Presidont ment i one d th a t the Gi lb ert a nd Danson s ales in 1977 included 
a number of items from the De La Rue a rchives which were not se describe d. 

The first subj ect of display by Pr o f essor Peter Smith was Tra velling Post 
Offices . He r eg r e tt e d that he hod little mater i a l with him9 but he kindly 

~ donated to th e Circle Li brary a photoc opy of the work 11 L'E gypte et ses Ch emins 
de Fern which was a n excellent source o f r e f e r e nc e t o the development of th e 
r ailways 9 and thus directly of interes t as t o postol communicat i ons . 

The President ' s second subj ect was Pos t a l Stationery. He r eported having 
studi ed this subject recent l y u1ith Cha rles Hass 9 resulting in a numb e r of now 
disc ove ries . He showed several exampl es of P . S. wa terma rk illus tra tions wh ich 
ha d boen improved by Charl es Hass 9 and these were ag r eed to be exc e l lent . 
Exam ples of different Arabic Script wat e rm a r k were shown 9 a ls o different tong ue 
sha pes, in tho small s ize P.S. en ve l opos 9 caused by different knives . 
Differences in printing were sh own 9 as botwe on photogra vur e and offse t ha lf-tone 9 

and the re we r e diffe r ent screens and diffe r ent angl es of the mesh . Th e 1953 
1'ba r s'' overprints on Postal Stationery wor e ve ry sc et rc e 9 c ompa red with the 
simila r ob lite r a ti ons on stamps. Late r P. S. issues showed c onside rable 
diffe r ences in c ol our. Denn i s Clarke then shown an excellent r a ngo of his own 
P. S. c ollect i on, in support of the speake r. 

Th e Pr es ident' s third subject was Intaglio Seal Cance l s, and he showed a 
numbe r. He not ed that in some case s 9 e . g. the Dardanell es , the intaglio seal 
was the earlies t type of c ancel known . He c onside r ed it poss ible thot the y had 
some offici al connotation, and he c onsidered it likely that they were originally 
made for use with sea ling WAX . 

The clos in g display of a l ong mec ~ 1ng was given by Jim Benians~ who gave 
the second ha lf of his di sp l ay of Hotel Postma rks. 

Jim Benians i s in the news . At th o Nat i ona l Philatelic Society Cup 
Competit i ons on Februa ry 4 9 he won the Th ematic Section with Egypt Hotel P o sts~ 

he a l so won th e Posta l Histcry Sec tion with "Hampshi r e" . 

Jim Benians 1 book~ :rEG VP T PGSTAGE PREPP. ID r'ii LITAR Y DATESTArlPS 1941-47" 
is t o be published sho rtly by N. P. S . The pric o i s not yet known 9 but it i s 
hoped t o have a pric e conc ession for E.S.C. members . 



5-Paras 1879 THE "JOINED CHARACTERS" FLAW (Zeheri 23b & 23d) 

by Ibrahim Chaftar 
li 

I came across this important variety in the shop of my dear friend Mr E. L. 
Angeloglou in 1943. Together we immediately went rapidly through the sheets and 
panes which this helpful Egypt stamp dealer had in stock. We found two sheets of 
4 panes of 6o. 

The first sheet, in the light brown tint, had its four corner blocks missing, 
these having been sold previously as control blocks, but the variety was still in 
place: number 7 of the right upper pane of 6o, narrow watermark inverted. This, 
in a block of four with upper edging attached, was then removed and, later on, was 
housed in the famous Egypt collection of Hr A. Ceysens. 

The second sheet (of 4 panes of 6o) was on toned (light buff) paper, in the 
dark brown tint, and its four corner blocks were missing also. The variety did not 
appear on number 7 of the right upper pane. I confess that we gave no special 
at tention to the kind of watermark on this sheet. 

Later, Mr Angeloglou, whose loss is so regretted, found a specimen in his used 
stock. This had narrow watermark upright and was . also passed to Mr Ceysens. 

I kept, for my personal collection, the used example with narrow watermark 
inverted which I had first discovered and I used it to illustrate the 1950 Zeheri 
Catalogue which I edited, as President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt. 

3 

That illustration• shows clearly the details of the variety: the joining of the 
bottom Arabic characters, the signs of horizontal scratches below and in the bottom 
frame, and the curved white line under the first "re" of "masriya". I described 
the variety as "caracteres arabes lies" (Arabic characters at bottom connected). 

The study carried on by A.J.Revell: "THE WATERHARKS OF THE DE LA RUE ISSUES OF 
illYPT 1879/191411 and the comments of G.T.Houston of Australia, first published in 
Q.C. Vol. IV, Nos 41/42 and 44, of December 1953/June 1954 and January 1955, 
interested me and, in my opinion, called for further investigations. My personal 
collection was poor in these items, as I had sold them 'en bloc' in 1942, but I was 
hoping to go through the A. Ceysens collection. This was the only reference 
collection which we had in Egypt, the whole stock of Hr Angeloglou having been 
destroyed in the Cairo fire in January 1952. Unfortunately, this proved not possible 
as Mr Ceysens died suddenly in 1957 and his collection was no longer available. 

In his good article on "THE DE LA RUE FLAWS", published by Mr Lars Alund in 
L'O.P. No. 123 of April/Oct 1970, page 351, he gave a good description of the 
variety "joined characters" of the 5-paras, 1879. The author reports that he was 
successful in acquiring two copies, one with upright, and the other with inverted, 
watermarks, also a block of four with upper edging attached, including the variety. 
Unfortunately, we have not been informed of the colour of the stamp, paper, gum, · 
whether watermarks narrow or wide, etc. The same author reported also that, at 

/ Belgica 1972 
• See 1972 Zeheri, page 55; this is not the illustration above - Editor 
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5-Paras 1879 Joined Characters Flaw- I. Chaftar continued 

at Belgica 1972, I·Ir Harzouk of Egypt showed a 5 paras 187.9 with joined inscription, 
2 but again there was no information as to colour, gum, watermark type, or whether mint 

or used. 

~ Our late Keeper of the Philatelic Record of the Egypt Study Circle, Mr Charles 
W. Minett, reported in Q.C. Vol. VII, No. 83, September 1970, pages 189/190 on the 
acquisition of sheets, panes and blocks of the De La Rue issues 1879/1914 by our late 
Life President, Lt. Col. J.R.Danson. Our late colleague kindly made this material 
available to any member of the Circle wishing to study these stamps. 

Mr Minett, accompanied by our late Chairman, Mr J.H.E.Gilbert, whose loss we so 
regret, studied the Danson material and took notes. I give below in extenso their 
paragraphs concerning the 5 paras 1879 :-

" 5 Paras 1879 The "Joined Characters" Flaw (Zeheri 23b and 23d) 

"This occurs on stamp, no. 7 of the upper right hand pane of 60 (10 x 6) from 
the sheets of 24o (4 partes of 6o each) bearing the plate number ( 1 ), 1 

1 ( 1 ) 
. "Col. Danson has this flaw on a sheet printed in brovm on vlhite paper ;ith the 

nar·.cow watermark inverted (Z 23d) and with white gum. In the MacArthur 
collection this variety occurs on a similar stamp in a top marginal block of 
6 (3 x 2), only in t his case the colour is very slightly deeper shade of brovm. 

"These two examples show also the curved white line under the first 're' of 
' masriya' which, so far as I am a\.,.are, was first reported by Lars Alund (ESC 
No. 105) in L'O.P. No. 123 (April/October 1970) page 351. He has specimens 
with both normal and inverted watermark and it would be helpful if he would 
let us have details of the colours of the stamps, paper, watermark type and 
gum. 

"However these flaws together with other nicks and scracthes must have 
developed after the plate has been in use for some time since in the Danson 
collection there is a second sheet which shows the same stamp in an earlier 
state with only 3 nicks. The peculiar thing is that this sheet (which has 
the ssme plate numbers) is printed in sepia (Z 23) on heavily toned paper 
(light buff) with toned gum and with the wide watermark (upright), which we 
have considered was used for later printings. Dates of used copies would 
be most useful. 

"The following drawings illustrate the two states :-

"A. The earlier state shows (at 1 and 2) nicks in the bottom frame line, 
and 3 is a short white scratch to the right of the two dots of the 'te' 
of 1Posta'. 

"B. The later state shows (at 1 and 2) the curved line, but only one of 
the nicks in the bottom frame line. At 3 there are two nicks, one being 
a development of the earlier scratch. At 4 there is an additional nick. 
At 5 there is the joining of the Arabic characters with signs of 
horizontal scratches below and in the bottom frame line. 

"In addition a number of flaws have been observed on Danson's sheets but only 
two of them occur on both sheets." 
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5-Pa r as 1879 J oined Cha r ac t e rs Fl aw - I . Cha f t a r cont inued 

An other menti on a bout th e 5 P2 r as 1879 wa s a ls o r epo r t ed during a me 8t i ng o f 
t he Circ l e ( Q.C . Vo l VI I? March 1971 9 pog0 66 ) 

11 •• Ron Potter pr oduc e d a complet e sheet of th e 1879 5 Pa r a s (c ont r ol 1 
in c i rc l e a t t op l e ft and bo ttom right; 1 in r ectangula r bux at top righ t 
a nd bott om left) - of which stomp Ne . 33 ( No . 13 in t he r i ght pane ) had 
th e Ar abic cha r acters ne a r l y j oin e d somewh a t r esembl i ng the variety 
liste d and illust r a t ed by Zeh or i as 23b , He was not su r e that t hi s had 
any conn ect i on wi th th 8 more pronounc e d c a t a l oguE variety but i t cou l d 
r easona bly be an ea r l y state of suc h, Othe r shee t s 9 or panes 9 wi th the 
same cont r ol numbe r s hove been s eon wi t hou t ony trac e of this f l a w. I t 
will be r ememb e r ed that Lors Al und r epo r t ed a top marginal bl ock of f our 
wi th t he j oi nod Ar abic characters va ri e ty in the top r ow (L' O. P. No . 123 
- page 351). Is t here a ny c onm;cti on ? - ~jo pun i nt ended ••• " 

Or Can t e l Be y , an e rn i ne nt Egyptian philatolist of th e l as t c entu r y ~ qu ot ed i n 
" CATA LOGU E OFFI CIEL DE LA SOC IETE FRA NC AI SE DE TiffiBRO LOGIE - 1905/611 t hot the 
Egypt i an G. P.O . ga ve as pr esents t o notab ilitie s 40 i mperforate sets~ seven values 
on l y ~ the 10 pa r as grey be i ng mi ss i ng. This e vent pr oba bl y took pl ac e some time 
be f or e t his l ast v ~lu e was i ss ue d , 25 J ~n u o r y 1882 . 

Al l the i mp erfo r ate sets off or od f or sale in aucti ons we r e with na rrow 
wa t e r ma rk inv e r t e d ~ t he coll ec ti on of Mack enzie Low9 Or Cec i l Rix , Hi nde , Or W. 
Byam , Koubbeh Palac e a nd othe rs - all were from the bottoms uf shoo t s. 

Moustapha Pasha Fathy was the bi dd e r for the Egypt port i on of t he Ferrari 
col l ection a ucti oned in Pa r i s in 1925 . When the Pasha dispos ed of i t in 1942 9 

Mr A. Ce ys ens acquired the un i qu e imp erfo r~t o pair s e t , bottom of sheet , na r r ow 
wa te r ma r k i nve r t ed , which was fo und amongst th i s wonder fu l accumul a t i on . 
An ot he r i mpe r f or a t e set, bottom c orner of sheo t , same wate r mark 9 was added t o my 
collect i on . 

In 1963/64 9 I inves t i gated with my fri ends , Mo G ~brie l Bo ul ond and M. Ts am i s , 
al l t he used a nd un us e d bl ocks er singl es ( s e ve r al hundr eds) a vaila bl e of t he 5 
pa ras 1879 wi~lorqe _t:Jo tu r ma_r k a nd we c EJme t o the c onclus i on that no us e d s t amp 
wi th 1ar.s_o_..\:1~'1 t o rrn_E rk. i s dotod prior t o 3 Febr uc: r y 188 5 . Thi s pa rt i cul ii r stamp 
and an ot he r c opy us ed 21 Ap r i l 1885 a r e actual ly i n my collect i on. No c opi es 
ha ve be en f ound with inv erte d wa t e r ma rk. 

The paper us od for t he 1879/ 84 i ss ue s was wi th the na r row wa t e r ma r k . In the 
middle of the Post Of f i c e shos t 9 if th o watermar k is vi ewed upr i ght , appem·~ 

( r o<J di ng upwa rds ) the i nscripti on "PO STES EGYPTIENNES" i n wa t e rm o. r k styl e . No 
student of the sc ene has infor med us if t he s ho ots of the 1884/ 88 i ssue ha ve a 
similar wa terma r k inscript i on . 

This has t o be i nv es tigated , and I bog t he Egypt philate lists who c a n he l p t o 
r eport t o our Ke epe r o f the Record , or t o th e Edi t or o f L ' O. P. 

Th e details of the 11 space r w3term2rk" given by A.J . Rev ell ( r i g ht~an g led 
brac kets i n each c orne r of eac h pone t o enab l e the pr i nters to positi on t he shoots ) 
a r e c orrec t r ega r d i ng tho issues 15 Dec ember 1884 and l ate r. 

Thos e space r wa t e rma r k bracke ts are n~t c onnec ted one with an o the r ~ t he l e ft 
one t o t he r i ght one , ne ithe r i s the l of t upper one with the l ower l e f t one , nor 
the uppe r right with t he lower right, nur ths l owe r loft t o t ho l ower righ t one . 
The uppe r wing cf the bracke t i s just o f ew mil lime t r es l ong e r t han the wi dt h of 
the c orn e r stamp nnd t he s ide wing of th e bracket is j ust a f ew mi ll i me t r e s l onger 
than th e s i de of t ho Si'!niO c orne r s t amp . 

The spac e r wa t e r ma r k oppe~ r s on all s ho ot s of r e gula r pos t age s t amps s uppl ied 
by De La Ruo in she Gts of 240 ( 4 panes of 60) 9 ns f r om 15 December 1884 to 7 
J anuary 1914 , Th i s is th o c ns o a l so f or the Postage Dues of 1889 and successive 
ove rp r i nts 9 the 11 1\lo V("} lu c 11 Cl fficial stamps of 1893 in sheets of 240 un its , and thu 
Off ic i a l ove r prints on r egu l a r i ss ues of 1884/1913 . 

We hove to emp hasize tha t th o descr i pt i on of the nsp2c e r wate rma r ks is not 

/ valid • • 
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5-Pa r as 1879 Jo in e d Cha r acters Flaw - I. Chaftar continue d 

valid f or t he 1879/84 is s ueg there wero instead straight wat e rma rk gu ide-lines 
s urroun di ng eac h pane , but hav ing the same purpose as the r i gh t-angl ed brackets 
a bove descr i bed . 

I hav e in my usffid ciD ilect i on several blocks , pairs and sing l es which, after 
benzine treatment, demonstrate this fact~ a corne r bloc k of four 10-Pa ras mauve 1 

which in fact i s a l eft upper pane corn e r ~ a block of four 10-Par as gr ey, which 
is a l eft upper corner pane 9 a block of fo ur 1-Piastre rose wh i ch i s a right 
corner bottom pane9 several pa irs and singl es from different positions of edges of 
pan es9 t wo blocks of 5-Paras 1879 ~ one of s i x (3 x 2) containing t he var i e t y 
"j oi ned characters" and another block of ei ght ( 4 x 2 ) ~ these two bl ock s s how the 
continuous watermark gu ide~lin e all a l ong the uppe r row of s tamps . All this 
material s hows that t he watermark gu i de-line runs cont inuou s l y all ro un d th e pane s . 

This fact is i mportant for the demonst r at ion I intend, regarding the 
differences between the two 5-Paras 1 879~ one with the na rr ouJ watermark, inverted 
or upright , and the oth e r with l a rge wate r mark, which has been found upright on l y . 

The details quoted in the 1967 Zeheri Catalogue re l ative to the i ssue of 1879 
to 1884 give , in fact , the quantity ordered on De La Rue in July 1878-lc . In the 
outc ome we see that the needs went beyond the es timate s . Two and a half years 
after thi s i ss ue appea r ed , t he 2 , 000,000 stamps of the 10-Paras ma uve (al l inverted 
narrow waterma rks) were exhausted and t he 1 January 188 1 10-Pa ra s lilac-rose (a ll 
inver ted na rrow wate r marks) frn llowed . Less than a yea r l ate r , the 27 January 
1882 10-Pa ra s grey was in circulation (narrow waterma r k upright) . The 10- Paras 
green was issued on 15th December 1884 ( la r ge watermark upright ), l ess th an three 
years l a t e r. 

In january 1884 , ~fearin g a shor t age of the 20-Paras , a huge stock of un wanted 
5-Piastres green, 1,000 9 000 9 were overprinted 20-Paras a nd these were i ss ued on 1st 
February 1884 . We dr aw attent ion t o the first quantity ordered for the 5-Piast r es 
in 1878, which was 150 , 000 stamps on l y . 

The vo lume of posta l busin ess had doubled in Egypt from 1880 to 1885 9 

ac cording to officia l G.P . O. statist i c s and c e rtainly, after the start , add itiona l 
s up pl ies of the other values were ordered , rec e ived and used ~ 5-Pa ras, 20-P aras , 
1-·P i ast r e , 2-Piastres and 5- Pi ast r es . This explains the di ffe r ent s hades and 
po sition of the wa t erma r ks , upright or inve rt ed . 

It i s possible that it was reali sed that th e correct pos ition of the water­
ma rk i s to show the horns of the crescent upri ght, and the s upplies we r e pri nted 
accordingl y . The wa termark upri gh t started with the 10-Par as grey in 1882 . 

I am happy to relate here two phi l atelic events which I encounte r ed in 1941 
and 1944 . The fir st one i s relative to the 1-Piastre rose. Dur in g the s umme r 
of 1941 , f ollowin g the s tart of wa r, some f oreign businessmen closed the ir 
pr em i s es, and acco untancy books and furnit ure we r e on sa l e on handcarts i n the 
stree t s of Al exandria . Mr Ange l og l ou bought one of these books for a few 
shillings , it had few pages used . When , some time l ate r in Cairo, he was about 
to use t he book , what was his s urpri se when, in its pages, he came across a 
brand-new brill iant min t complete s heet of 240 s t am ps of the 1-Pi ast r e ro se-red 
with the controls (1) 1 with na rrow wate r ma rk upri ght . 

I CD 
Thi s she e t was l ater so l d at a good price to Mr Ceysens . 

th i s sheet i s now , as I th ink it is uniqu e 
I wonder whe r e 

Th e other even t is that, one day in 1944 , I found a genuine 10-Paras grey , 
with full original white gum 9 b_!:1_t_p_e.I__f_Qr?t_ed_ J 2_ ill.§t_e_a_t;LIJ_f_ 1_4 __ a_Q_d_ U_N_4_Jll_T_l&!.B.Rhl.9_~ 
I sta rted correspondenc e ttl.i. tiJ my friend s in London , Or W. Byam and othe r s y in the 
hope of getting i nfor1nation about that stamp . They were unab l e to gi ve me any . 
During t he London Interna ti ona l St amp Exhi bi tion , 1950 9 a senior Di stingui she d 
Philate l ist kindly l et me enj oy vi ewin g a uni que an d wo nderful Egypt Collect i on . 

/ On •• 

* See Dncumen t No . 7 9 L'O . P . No . 89 9 J anu ary 1955 9 page 55 - from the a rticle 
Jvllici.1 1 J>llh1 i <:< t>Uu ~rnd tJ l' "t.<'ls. cmi <=<sio11S De La Rue de 1879/1 906" Aut hor. 
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5-Paras 1879 J oined Characters Flaw- I. Chaftar continued 

On an a lbum page we came ac ross a second simil ar copy of this 10-Para grey~ full 
original white gum 9 ~erforated 12 instead of 14 and_UN !ilAHRMARI<ED. This kind 
of stamp 9 the kimd gentleman explained to me 9 was used by st2mp printers as sampl es 
to be shown to potential customers . I have never come acros s or heard of another 
such 10-paras grey. 

If we examine closely the Postal No tice dated 20 November 1884, announcing 
the issue of 15 December 1884 9 we can r ea d "-

"Th e General Postal Direction has th e honour to inform th e public that this 
Admin i stration is is su ing to the public new sta mps of 10-pa r as and 20 
paras , and 1 piastre a nd 5 piastres, in the following colours :-

10 paras 
1 piastre ·· 

green 
blue 

20 pa r as pink 
5 piastres - gr ey 

"This new issue will come i nto circulation aft er December 15 next. The 
stamps of s i milar values, now in c i rculat i on, will c on tinue to be a vailable 
either so l e ly or in conjunction with the new ones, for franki ng 
correspondence up to December 1885 9 after which date they will be no longer 
current and wi ll cease to be accepted by the Egyptian Post Of fices. 

"The stamps _gf 5 E§ras a nd 2 _pi..§ll~O!Jt~.nue ~E.§~~ sa_!,f!~~......Jhose 
ac t~ a !.J.-_y ___ s_u.r_Eent. H 

I have underlined the last pa ragraph of this notice. It i s thus established 
that, during the validity of this is s ue , th s 5 paras 1879 continued to be used , 
from 15 December 1884 to 30 June 1888. These were nominally the same colour but 
in fqct the colour became sepia or dark brown, printe d on ton ed paper (light buff), 
with toned gum and with wide crescent wate rmark. As a ma tter of fact we see a lso 
that the new 10 pa~as green was printed on the same hea vy toned pa per. 

~ The quantity issued of the 5 paras 1884 must ha ve been nearly the same as for 
the 5 paras 1879 because, although it was in use for only 3~ years against st yeavs 
for the 1879 9 the vol um e of posta l business contin ued to progress. The sta tistics 
of the C.P.O. inform us tha t, if the quantities de alt with in the chapter g 
"Newspapers, Vis it-cards, Printed Ma tter 9 Samples •• 11 increased during th e 1880-
85 period to double the amount of th e previous period, tha t of 1885-1890 was a t 
l east 40% more than the previous period~ 1880-85. 

We c an now distinguish philatelic a lly between the two printings of this 5 
paras 9 as follows ~-

A -· PAPER 

5 Pa ras 
Na rrow Watermark 

1879 
Revell Type I 

a) White machine pape r, medi um wove with a well-finished surface 1 

similar to the paper us ed to print British Crown Colonies 
during the same period. White gum. 

b) There we r e 240 stamps on t he sheet 9 arranged in four panes 
containing 10 horizonta l by 6 units = 60 stamps. The two upper 
panes a re separated from the two lower panes by a margin of 10 
mm 9 unw a t e rmarked. A "gutter" width 25mm separates the two 
right panes fro m the two l e ft panes. 

8 - WATERMARK Revell Type I ~ NARROW crescent, width across the horns of the 
crescent 13mm and n f ive-pointed sta r the height of which is 
greater th an the width9 overall height from the underside of 
the crescent to t he top of the star 14 mm . 



5-Pa r as 18 79 J oined Cha r acte r s Fl aw - I . Chaftar continued 

characte ristics of th e 5- pa r as 187 9 - continue d 

C- GUIDE-LINE 1) Cont inuou s watermark guide-line all round each of the four 
WA TERMARK pan e s , Wa termark r egistra tion po ints ~ small wate r ma rk 

crosses appea r in six positions in the sheet ma rgin s . 

D - WA TE Rr·1A RK 
POSITI ON 

E - POS TE S 
EGYP TIE NN ES 

A - PAPER 

2) Was there a continuous watermark guide-line to ass i s t in 
cutting each shee t correctly from the next ? Thi s po int has 
t o be invest i gate d and r eporte d to the Circle 9 please ! 

At the beginning of the i ssu e ~ wa termark inve rted for all 
va lu es . Then 9 furth e r s upp li e s~ upright. 

Inscribed in do ubl e line 9 sans-serif c apitals 9 in wa t e r mar k 
styl e 9 j_n th e whol e l ength of th o vert ic a l marg in '' gutter" 
between the four panos of t he s hee t of 240 stamps ~ r eading 
up 1 when the wate rm a r k i s upri gh t. 

5 Pa r as 1884 
Wide Wa t e r mark Revell Ty pe II 

a ) Nearly the same pap e r as for the 5 paras 18 79 9 exc ept that it 
is ton e d (light buff)9 gum toned . Pape r a t l east used also 
for t he 10 paras green 9 same issue. 

b ) Same a r rangement in four panes of 60 9 and same di spos ition for 
the "gutter'' and th e sepa r at ion betwee n the pa nes . 

B- WATERMARK Revell Type II ~ LARGE c resc e nt . Dime nsions the r eve r se of 
Type I ~ wi dth across the horns of the cresc ent 14 mm 9 a nd a 
fiv e- pointe d sta r the wodth of which is grea t e r than the 
height , Ove r a l l he i ght fro m the un de r s i de of the cre s c ent t o 
the top of the s tar 13 mm . 

C - SPACE R 
WA TE Rr1ARK 

a) Right-ang l e d brack e ts as sp acer w3termark at t he four corners 
of each pane . Regist r at i on points ~ s i x small crosses 
wat e rm a rk ed i n the corner of each pan e . 

b ) Continuous wa termark gui de-l i ne to a llow r egi st r at ion for 
co rrectly cutting each shee t from the ne xt one . 

D - POSITI ON OF Alwa ys upright - ne ve r me t i nverte d. 
WATE P-MARK 

E - GUTTER I ha ve no d2fi nite informa tion on th e 11 gu tte r 11 ma r gin be tween 
pan e s o f th e sheet wi th wide wat e rmark . Thi s ha s ~ o be 
investigate d and r eported to the Ci r c l e 9 pl eas e ! 

N. B. For informa tion g De La Rue i ntroduced the use of 11 Jub ilee 11 line s and 
"Pilla r s " in G. B. on l y i n 1887. It i s prob a bl e th a t these imp r ovements we r e 
applie d to the Egypt stamp s as from 1888 i ss ue . 

5 Pa r as 18 79 "Join e d Characters " Flaw 

From among the f e w s t amps put as i de duri ng the l as t fifteen yea r s 9 I have 
found four used spec i mens of the var i ety "Joined Cha r acte rs' 1

• The va riety occurs 9 

in i ts ful l de ve l opmont 9 on l y on stamp s with na rrow wa t e rmark : Re ve ll Type I ( See 
nex t page for photograph of 'La t e r State 8 1 ). 

Those fo ur stamps , numb e r e d i n l arge f igures 1 1 9 2 9 3 & 4 1 s how the curve d 
l ine unde r the "re " of "r'la s riya " and a l l th e di ffer ent nicks desc ribed by C.W. 
!Yiine tt. 



5-Paras 1879 Joined Characters Flaw - I. Cbaftar continued 

I 

2 

3 

4 

They are all with narrow watermarks, Revell Type I: Nos 1, 3 & 4 inverted; No. 2 
upright. 

All of them are obviously light brown. No. 1 is dated 2 NOV 79 TI SUEZ, Poste 
Egiziane, V.R. removed, type Blomfield III-5, and the variety is the left top stamp 
in a used block of six (3 x 2). The three upper stamps show a continuous thin 
watermark guide-line on the top of the body of the inverted crescents. 

Stamp No. 2 shows this thin watermark guide-line, on the horns of the crescent 
of the upright narrow watermark, for the whole width of the stamp. 

On the narrow inverted watermarks of Stamps 3 & 4, this thin watermark guide­
line is on the whole width of the stamp and on the top of the body of the inverted 
crescent. 

When the registration watermark crosses of a .sheet are incorrectly slowed down 
before printing, the watermarked guide-line becomes visible on the sheet. This 
fact helped me ro recognise the variety "joined characters" as this line proves that 
the 'patient' under examination is a top-edge stamp. 

N.B. it should be noted that the nicks Nos 1, 2, 3 & 4 developed in the 

9 . 

upper and lower white frame lines. This means that some "ink crust" must have formed 
and then been cleaned with an instrument, which is the origin . of the damage to these 
frames in the creation of the nicks. 
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5- Paras 1879 Joined Characters Flaw - I. Chafta r continued 

On no other stamp 9 amongs t the hundreds examined 9 have I found such ni cks or 
differences i n the evenness of the frame width 9 as i s seen on the stamp hav i ng the 
"joined characters" flaw 9 both earl i e r and later states . 

The pr i nting base used by De La Rue was a pl ate to print a Post Offic e sheet 
of 240 s tamps 9 div i ded i nto f our panes of 60 units . It was the practice of thi s 
f i rm 9 at that t i me 9 t o take as many se parate l ead mou l ds from the di e 9 as there 
were to be units of the print ing plate of 60; t he se were then c l amped together in 
a spec ial chase and bui l t a r ound with solid meta l furniture 9 and a she ll of 
copper was depos i t i ed by e l ec trolysis . After further operations 9 this first pane 
of 60 was strengthened and used to make other identical panes of 60 by 
el ectrolysis. Four panes we r e then assemb l ed to form a printing plate 9 wh ic h was 
then strongly backed 9 tr i mmed and final l y coated wi th steel facing to res i st wear . 

When I started to study the "joined cha r acters " var i ety 9 and bearin g in min d 
the De La Rue method o f buildi ng the pane of 60 un i ts 9 and when I found the 
Earlier State A of th e variety 9 showin g not only th e different ni cks described but 
a l so a th in 9 nearly invisible 9 white line jo ining the characters 9 I thought i t was 
a ' primar y ' defect which should be repeated on the other three panes . After 
scrutini sing a good number of the 5 paras 1879/ 1884 9 I came to the conclus i on t hat 
it was a defect wh i ch came 11 abrupto 11 on l y on stamp No . 7 of the upper r i ght pane 
dur in g the print i ng ope ration. 

After running off a quant i ty of sheets 9 the plate s l owly became cracked and 
scratched so that the print ing surface ( the ' ups' between the Arab ic wo r ds "8o s t a" 
Elnd 11 Mas ri ya' ') was bent inwa rds 9 so becoming a 1 down ' non·~printing su rface 9 thus 
creating the Earlier State of the variety 9 St ate A9 and then the Later State B on 
that pa r t i cu l ar stamp 9 with watermarks of the narrow Reve ll Type I. 

I must add tha t the printing of a small quant i ty 9 s uc h as was orde re d f or th e 
5 paras 1879 9 involved print i ng only about 8 9 000 sheets of 240 un i ts 9 and th i s 
would have been done 'in no t i me ' 9 so to s ay 9 by the team of the De La Rue 
handpress workmen 9 and th i s in se veral batches as necessa r y dur i ng t he life of this 
pa rticula r s t amp 9 1879 to 1884 . 

I giv e here en l a r gements of the l ower panels of five stamps 9 number 3 9 4 9 5 9 

6 an d 7 9 which I have co l lected 9 showin g the Ea r lier State A of this interest in g 
variety (please see i llustrati ons on next page) . 

Here we come to a puzzle which needs some e ffort to be properly understood . 
I will describe these stamps separately and I would draw attention to the fact that 
numb e r s 3 9 4 and 7 are on the paper I called previous l y the 11 5 paras 1884 11 with the 
new large crescent watermark 9 Rev ell Type II ( always upr igh t ). The other two 
stamp s 9 number 5 and 6 9 ha ve the characteristic narrow crescent watermark 9 Reve ll 
Type I 9 of the f irst pr int i ngs of the 1879 issue. I have recsnt ly come across 
another used copy 9 i dentical to No . 6 5 which I have not illust r ated here. 

Stamp No . 3 

.§ tamp No . 4 

A mint stamp 9 printGd in brown with WIDE upri ght wa termark on a 
heav ily-toned paper ( light buff ) 9 toned gum . This spec i men shows the 
nick No . 3 of the Earlier State 9 a l so the 'sui gene r is' curved line 
and a ll the three nicks Nos 1 & 2 in the bottom frame lino . 

I must add that there i s vi s i ble 9 although faint 9 a wh i te line 
jolnlng the Arab ic characters 9 which deve loped in subsequent printing 
to f or m th e vari e ty 11 j oined cha r acters 11

• 

A new f ea tur e to be noted: letter ' sad ' of ' masri ya ' is open on 
its left side 9 transformin g this letter into ' ha' . The word now 
reads ' mah ri ya ' which has no moaning. There i s NO THI N WATER01ARK 
GUIDE-LIN E • 

A mint stamp printed in 
heavi l y-toned paper (l ight 
One faint nick at No . 3 . 
WATERMARK GUIDE-LI NE . 

brown with WIDE upright watermark on a 
buff) . Same description as Stamp No . 3 . 
Opened 'sad' as on Stamp No . 3 . NO THIN 
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5-Pa r as 1879 J oined Cha r acters Fla w - I. Cha ftar conti nued 

Stamp No. 5 

Stamp No. 6 

,_ Stamp No. 7 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

A used specimen printed in light brown, NARROW upright watermark. 
Two nicks at No. 3 and another at No. 4, which s hows only on the later 
state of the printings. The 'sui generis' curved line is showing 
faintly. Nicks Nos. 1 & 2 show. The faint, but visible, white line 
joining the Arabic characters is there. Here the letter 'sad' is 
i ntact. THIN WA~1ARK GUIDE-LINE , the whole width of the stamp. 

A used specimen pr inted in light brown, NARROW inverted watermark. 
Two nicks are visible at 4; the 'sui generis' curved line and the nicks 
Nos 1 & 2 are showing . The white line joining the Arabic characters 
is present. Two nicks show at No. 3. Opened 'sad', as stamp No. 3 . 
THIN WATERMARK GUIDE-LINE, the whole width of the stamp. 

A used specimen printed in brown on white paper, WIDE upright water­
mark. Two nicks visible at No. 4. The 'sui generis' curved line and 
the nicks Nos. 1 & 2 are showing. The white line joining the Arabic 
characters is present; there are two nicks at No. 3. Opened 'sad', as 
stamp No. 3. NO THIN WATERMARK GUIDE-LINE. 



5-Paras 1879 Joined Characters Flaw- I. Chaftar continued 

A New Minor Variety 

Three used specimens, Nos. 8, 9 & 10, illustrated below, show a new minor 
variety, now reported for the first time. The Arabic letter 're' of 'masriya' shows 
a white protuberance with a printed dot in the colour of the stamp in the middle. 
Also, this letter 're' is thicker than the normal. This protuberance changes the 
pronunciation of the word 1 masriya' into 'masweya', because it transforms the letter 
're' into 1 waw'. 

This variety is constant, but its position is unknown. These three specimens 
are all with the narrow watermark, Revell Type I, inverted on Stamp No. 8, but on 
Nos. 9 & 10 it is upright. The colour is light brO\m. 

Since the manuscript of this article was written, a mint copy with this variety 
r~s been found: narrow watermark inverted, white paper and gum. 

8 

9 

10 

Thickened letter 're' Normal 

12 



13 
5-Pa r as 1879 Joined Characters F~aw - I . Chaftar continued 

C 0 N C L U S I 0 N 

As I sa i d pr evio us ly, to try to a na l yse what ha ppen e d to the pr inting pl ate 
used for the 5-paras De La Rue 1079 & 1884, we have the following facts to 
consider 

( a ) The 5-paras 1879 was first prin ted from a plate of 240 units 9 div i ded 
into four panes of 60 units, each pan e of 10 horizonta l units by 6 vertical rows, 
with two joined horizontal panes positioned adjoining two other simila r panes of 
60 units 9 Control (1) 1 

1 -· (1) 

The paper is wa t e rmarked with t he narrow crescent 9 Revell Type I . 
has a continuous wotermark gu ide-line a ll a round. 

Each pane 

The variety 11 Joined Cha racters Flaw 11 is visibl e on that pr i nting i n State A 
( Earlier State ) 9 i. e . the Arab i c characte rs not yet joined 9 but ther e 2re the th r ee 
characteristic nicks noted a s Nos. 1 9 2 & 3 . That noted as No. 3 consists of 
short scratches to th e rig ht of letter ' t e ' of ' Poste '. But the r e i s a l so a very 
thin 9 nearly invisible, wh i t e line joining the cha ract ers . 

(b) Then 9 du ring subs equen t printings 9 Sta te 8 (the Later State) developed . 
Thi s has the curved line be tween nicks No s . 1 & 2. Nick No. 4 appeared and 9 a t 
No . 5 9 the complete 11 joined Arab i c characte rs" , with signs of horizontal scratches 9 

be l ow and in the bo t tom frame li ne . 

Probably 9 du r ing the fol l owing ye a rs, there we r e further printings from the 
same pla te but 9 in 1884 9 ne w colours we re introduc e d for some values, a lthough the 
5-pa r as and th e 2-piastres value s reta in e d the s ame colours as f or the 1879 
printing . 

In the meanLlme 9 a new style pap e r was used and a new wa te rmark introduc ed ~ 

l a rge crescent, Re vel l Typo II 9 with a new layout of the partition wotermark guide­
lin es ~ there a r e no wa termark guide-lines all round the panes of 60 9 but a right­
ang l ed bracket wate rm a rk 8t each ang l e of th a four panes of 60 units ~ s ize 9 a 
li t tle more than the wi dth of a stamp . Query ~ any text wa t e rmarked in the 
vertical space which di vi ded th e s hee t of 240 units into two a djoin in g ve rtical 
doub l e pgnes . 

However 9 before pri nting the ne w order of 1884 9 the plate of the 5-paras had 
to be put into expert hands to be rep aired and t o oliminat8 th e crack i n the 
el ectrotype she ll of 60 unit s which was t he c aus e of the va riety 11 Joined Arab ic 
Characters Fl aw" , Zehe ri 23b and 23d. For this purpose 7 the back of the plate 
had to be st rippe d and cl eaned , a nd the skille d worker had to push back the edg es 
of the c rack i n the metal to th e corr ect l e vel 9 to produc e a flush s urface capable 
of pr in ting correctly again. But bec aus e th e crack was not so l de red 7 the th in 
white line joining the characte rs remain e d and wa s reproduced on the printed sheets~ 
thu s we a l so have the Earlier State A on the 5-pa r as 18e4. 

l;/e ha ve 7 then ~ this f irst Ea rl i er State A (with nea rl y invisible wh i te l i ne 
joining the Arabic ch a racters) on the two type s of pape r of the 5-paras 1 879~ 
na rrow crescent~ R e v ~ ll Type I 9 and the l a rge crescent Rc vell Type II. If 7 by 
chanc e t he pape r wa s wrongly po s iti one d 7 we c on s ec pa rt of the wa t e rma rk e d guide ~· 

line on the 1879 paper~ but not on th e 1884 popPr . But both thes e stamps will 
show the Earlie r State A variety , with the thin 9 nearly invisible 9 line joining 
the characters . 

This is my exp l anat i on of th o appea r anc e of the Ea r l ier State A and the La ter 
State B of t he 1879 and 1884 is sue s of the 5-paras pr i nted by Do La Rue . I shall 
be gr ate ful to any of my r eade rs who ha v2 any comment on the opin ion s exp r essed as 
to these i nteresting va rit i e s and who would communic a t e with me at this a dd r ess: 
Ibrah im Chafta r 9 8 Rue 47 9 Smouha 9 Al exandri a 9 Egypt; or with the Editor of L'O.P.9 
Cairo . 

No vem ber 1977 I BRAHm CHAFTAR 
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N E W I S S U E S 
"'"-~- ..... _,__. _ -~· --~-_..... ............... .--... ...... -- ~_, ... _ _. '-"'- ~ 

( all stamps are prin t ed Ro t og r av ur e by Postal Pr i nting House ~ A. R, Egy pt ) 

.c o mm em O~..§lj: ..-!:~ e s~t_a!ll.el3a 

Occ as ion 

Da te of I ss ue 

Des i gne r 

Des i gn 

De nomi nat i on 

Sheet 

St amp dime ns i ons 

Pe rfor a ti on 

l!Jate r ma r k 

Quantity printed 

Suppl ementa r y 

£.12£!1mem9I_01_U v~ s t.~IJ:lP~ 

Occ as ion 

Da te of I ss ue 

Des ign e r 

Des ign 

De nomin a ti on 

Shee t 

St amp di me ns i ons 

Pe rfor a tion 

Waterma r k 

Quant i t y print ed 

Comm~~ative s t~~E 

Oc c as io n 

Da t e of i ssue 

Des i gne r 

Des i gn 

De nomin a tion 

Shee t 

Stamp dime ns i ons 

Perforat ion 

Wa t e rmark 

Quant ity prin ted 

SG 1240 

Re fu gees Propaganda 

24 Octobe r 1974 

Ib r ah i m e l Torky 

"Ag r ess i on Reg i sters" 

20 mH l s 

35 stamps ( 5 x 7 ) 

40 >< 40 mm 

11"} 

r~u l t i p l e Ea!] l G 

1 9000 9000 

To remind the Wor l d of 
t heir fa i r case and their 
right to r e turn to the i r 
mo th e rla nd 

SG 124 2 
-=--_,_. ...... =-=-..._ .... 

Gr eet i ngs stamp 

7 No vember 1974 

E. Ca l iv i s 

Arum Lily 

10 mill s 

100 

25 x .'30 mm 

11 X 11-?z 

f11u l t ip l e Eao l e 

? 

SG 1244 
~~--- __,.,.. __ , 

SG 1241 
~~- ~--

UNES CO Campa i gn fo r Prese rva tion 
of Nubian Monu me nt s 

24 Oc to ber 1974 

Waheeb Farag 

Phil ae Temp l e 

55 mills 

50 stamps ( 5 x 10 ) 

25 x L'~2 mm 

11 X 11 ~ 

f-lu lti pl e Eag l e 

400 9000 

The i s l and o f Phi l ae c ont ai ns 
some of t he mos t beautiful 
mo numents whic h a r e pa rtl y 
s ubmerged in the Ri ve r Ni l e . 

SG 1243 

Internati ona l Savin gs Day 

7 Novembe r 1974 

Ibrahim el Tor ky 

Pi le of co i ns 

20 mill s 

50 

43 x 25 mm 

1 1-~ X 11 

l"lu l tip le Eag l e 

? 

Health I nsurance Organ i sat i on 

7 November 1974 

Lofty e l Sawaf 

Organisation and Cameos 

30 mills 

35 

40 >< 40 mm 

11 X 1 1~z-

01u l ti pl e Eag l e 

? 
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N E W I S S U E S 
-~- ~-~- ,__,_,..-.. ~-~-- .......... .-

( all stamps a re printed Rotogravure by Pos t a l Printing House , A. R.Egypt) 

C ommemo_s~..!._i~_e-< ~-t_a:np ..§.. 

Occqs i on 

SG 1246 _ ......... .........,.., _ ............ ~ 

• F a m o u s E g y p t i a n s • 

Da t e of Issue 

Designer 

Des i gn 

Denominat i on 

Sheet 

Stamp dime ns i ons 

Perforat i on 

Watermark 

Quantity printed 

~ ti ve .,_§ __ tafi2Es 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 

Des i gner 

Des i gn 

. . 0 8 D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 4 0 • 

? '? 

Abbas Mahmoud e l Akk a d 
( writer) 

Mus tafa Lufty e l Manfa l outy 
( journal i st ) 

20 mills 20 mill s 

• I ssue d se-tenant in horizonta l pairs 

25 X .6.'' . .J mm 2 5 x t~3 mm 

11 X 11 } 11 X 11 -~ 

•• f'l ultipl e Ea g l e •• • •••• 

? ? 

SG 124 7 SG 12 48 SG 1249 SG 1250 ---· ......... . 

• P o s t D a y A n c i e n t T r e a s u r e s • • • 

0 • 2 J a n u a r y 1 9 7 5 • 

0 0 0 0 0 • • H • Y o M i c k h a i l • 0 • Q • 0 Cl 

Sacred Ibis Glass 1 fish 1 

( Maat facing Thoth) vase 
Pharaon ic 
go ld vase 

' Sign of Life ' 
mirror 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimension s 

Pe rforat i on 

Waterma rk 

Quantity pr i nted 

Comf!J emorat_i_ye -~~ta~ 

Occas i on 

Date of Issue 

Des igner 

De s i gn 

Denominat i on 

She e t 

Stamp Dimens i ons 

Perforation 

Watermark 

Quantity printed 
,j' i ,,, _.!_ 

Supplementar y 

20 mills 30 mills 55 mills 11 0 mi lls 

o o e o 5 0 s t a m p s • 0 0 0 0 

50 x 30 mm 50 x 30 mm 30 x 50 mm 30 x 50 mm 

11 11 11 11 

M u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e • 

• 1 9 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 

ooooo o •• 

SG 1251 
- -~-~-- · 

Om Kolthoum commemoration 

13 March 1975 

Loft y el Sawa f 

Om Kolthoum (Arab s i nger) 

20 mills 

50 st amp s ( 10 x 5 ) 

3 0 x 50 mm 

11 

Multip l e Eag l e 

1 , 500 ?000 

SG 1252 
-~--

Mohamed ' s Birthday 

25 l"la rch 1 975 

Saber Ahm ed Saida 

Cr esc ent, Gl obe, El Kaaba 
and [-\ ksa r-losque 

20 mill s 

50 s tamps (10 x 5) 

3 0 x 50 mm 

11 ~ 

l'·lul tip l e Eagle 

1,000 , 000 

All the Arabs knew her and her 
fame spread a ll ov e r the world . 
She left an inherita nc e in the 
ar t of sing ing, immo rta lising 
her for e ver. 
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N E W I S S U E S 

(a ll s t amps a r e printed Rotog r avur e by Pos tal Pr i nt i ng Ho use 9 A. R. Egypt ) 

Commemora t i ve . s ta_mps. 

Occas i on 

Date of i ssue 

Des i gne r 

Des i gn 

De nomi na t i on 

Sheet 

St amp di me ns i ons 

Perfo r a ti on 

lJJate rm a r k 

Quantity printed 

Sup pl ement a ry 

Commemo r at ive s t am12s 

Occasion 

Da t e of i ssue 

Des i gner 

Des i gn 

De nom i nat i on 

Sheet 

St amp di me ns i ons 

Pe rfor a t i on 

Wa t ermar k 

Qua nt ity printe d 

Supplementa r y 

Commemo r at i ve st~.§_ 

Occ as i on 

Date of i ss ue 

Des ign e r s 

Des i gn 

De nomi na tion 

Shee t 

St am p di me ns i ons 

Per f or at ion 

Wa t e r mark 

20 

50 

62 

1 1 ~ 

SG 1253 

Ca i r o Inte rnat i onal Fa i r 

25 March 1975 

Fahi ma Abdel Azime Al i 

SG 12 54 

Wo rl d Health Day 

7 May 1975 

Lofty el Sawa f 

Emb l em of the Fair 

20 mi ll s 

Kasr e l Ai ny Hosp i t al 

20 mi ll s 

50 stamps ( 10 x 5 ) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11~ 

~lul t i p l e Eagle 

1 90009000 

50 stamps ( 5 x 10 ) 

43 x 26 mm 

111 X 11 

~1ul t i pl e Eagl e 

1 , 000,000 

The Fa i r was situa t ed on 
an i sland su r rounde d by 
ga r dens and ho t els. 
Re presentat i ves from many 
count r i es met to show their 
industri a l prog r ess 

Th e ho spital i s t he ol des t i n 
Egypt . The buil ding once 
be longed to a r i c h l eade r of 
t he Mamel ukes . 

SG 1256 

000000 S c i e n c e D a y • 

0 • 7 I"! a y 

Wa heeb Farag 

Ch i ldren reading book 

20 mi lls 

50 s t amps ( 5 x 10 ) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11~ 

Mu l t i pl e Eag l e 

1, 000 , 000 

1 9 7 5 

Sabe r Sa i da 

Pupils and gr ap h 

20 mills 

50 s t amps ( 5 x 10 ) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11t 

Mul tiple Eagle 

1 9000 9000 

Educat i on b8se d on scienc e and f a i th ac hieves pr ogress i n 
t he economic deve l opme nt of the state . 

SG 1257 SG 1258 SG 12 59 
--~~~ 

o • Re-opening of t he Sue z Cana l 

" 0 0 5 J u n e 1 9 7 5 

• Sa be r Sa i da & Lydia Farid 

0 • o Pr esiden t Sada t and Shi ps 

mi lls (pos t age ) 30 mi l ls (a i r ) 11 0 mills (a i r ) 

stam ps 50 stamps 50 stamps 

x 29 mm 62 x 29 mm 62 X 29 mm 

1 1 ~ 11~ 

0 0 0 0 ~1 u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e 

Quantit y printed 1 9000 , 000 500 , 000 500 , 000 
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I S S U E S 

( all stamps arG prin ted Rotog r avu r e by Postal Printin g Ho use, A.R .Egypt ) 

Commemorative s t ?mps 

Occas ion 

SG~60 

Fest ival s 1975 

SG 1261 

25 th Ann i ve r sa ry 9 Internat i ona l 
I rri ga tion & Drainage 
Comm i ss i on 

Date of is sue 

Des i gne r 

Design 

Denominat i on 

Sheet 

Stamp dimens i ons 

Pe rforat i on 

Wate r ma rk 

Quantity printed 

20 July 1975 

Saber Sa ida 

Be l mabgokn i s flower 

10 mi ll s 

100 

25 x 30 mm 

11 

~lu l t i pl e Eagle 

5 , 000 , 000 

20 J uly 1975 

Lydi a Fa rid 

The I . C.I.D. Emb l em 

110 mi ll s (air) 

50 

43 x 26 mm 

11 X 11~ 

r~u l tip l e Eagle 

19000 , 000 

Commemorative stamp~ 

Occas ion 

SG 1262 SG 1263 SG 1264 

23rd Ann iversa r y of th e Re volution a eoG o o 

Date of is s ue 

Designer 

Des ign 

De nomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimens i ons 

Per f oration 

Watermark 

Quantity printe d 

A. Sa l ad i ne 

Spo tlight on 
village 

20 mill s 

35 

40 x 40 mm 

11~ 

2 3 J u 1 y 1 9 7 5 

Ibra him e l Torky 

' Son et Lumie r e ' 
di splay 

20 mi ll s 

50 

43 x 26 mm 

11 "i X 11 

Saber Saida 

Tourist map o f 
Egypt 

110 mill s 

6 stamps ( 2 x 3 ) 

76 x 85 mm 

11 X 1 1 ~ 

• • • • M u 1 t i p 1 e 

1,000 ,000 

Eag l e •• 

Commemorative stamEs SG 1265 SG 12 66 SG 1267 SG 1268 -- SG 12 69 
~· -----

Occasion 

Date of i ss ue 

Des ign e r 

Des i gn 

Denomin a tion 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Per for ation 

lJate rma rk 

Quantity printed 

Volleyball 

20 mill s 

• 6t h Ar a b Schoo l Spo rt s Tournamen t 

0 2 A u g u s t 

I b r a h i m e 1 

Running 

20 mills 

Tourn ament 
Emb lem 

20 mi lls 

9 7 5 

Torky •• 

Baske t Ball 

20 mi ll s 

0 0 0 0 0 

Football 

20 mi lls 

The f i ve s tamps were is s ued se-tenant in horizontal strip s 9 

within the she e t . 

? 

• • 26 x 43 mm • 

o 11 X 11 ~ 

f i u 1 t i p 1 e E a g 1 e 

? ? ? 
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N E \rl ISSUES 

Not all illus trations are actual size please see dimensions given in data . 

SG 1 240 

SG 1 243 

SG 1247 

.u EGYPT ..,_,..JUI~ '.LJ J~ 
1975 G>lr~o 

SG 1251 

SG 1241 

. 
:M ~l.i.J l.;o~~ .../16 . 20 1 1:1 1 ~-1/\/\q t...~. 
• ~STAV! ~~ ' ~ 
• ... . ..... . ... . . . 

SG 1 245 

"SG :_L24 $ 

SG 1246 

~ dl~ ! 
M·~ 20 , . 
~ 9 .;o.Ji i;i...)'llLi:iJ I11J !¥1-1 
~AIR-0 INTER. FAIR 
fAH IMA A PP I tAI~O 

SG 1253 

SG 1 242 

fr'1'~~-.. , ,, '· 1 ,,., 

SG 1244 

SG 1249 SG 1 250 
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: SG 1255 SG 1256 
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• 

P.P.I.CA\11 

SG 1 2E4 

/ SG 1 262 

I_Sy __ 126 0 

' SG 1261 

.... ~.....-~A!>II 
51.(ll AIAI 501D8l TIUIHAMfKr 
• l \fO• OI.t _ -- • • · C..~: 
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THE STATE POST FOUND ED BY MOHAMM ED ALI 

by Professor P . A. S . Sm ith ( ESC 74 ) 

Civilian postal servic e i n Egypt i s commonly thought of as be ginning with the 
Pasta Europ ea in 1832 9 and even most specialists a r e on l y vague l y aware of the 
courier service developed by Mohammed Ali at a n ea rl ier date . In fact 9 the 
pri vate postal se rvice ope r ated by Car l o Mera tti 9 which became the Pasta Europea 
under Tito Ch i ni 9 se rved only Cairo and Al exandria . It rema ined confine d t o the 
two main ci ties until the 1850 ' s , when Giacomo Muzzi expanded the servi ce to othe r 
towns in th e Delta . Even the expanded servic e never r eached south of Ca iro, and 
Upper Egypt was not inc l uded in the Khe divial Post until 1873. These great gaps 
in postal serv ice in Egypt were partly filled by the of fici a l state couri e r s . 

r1 uch l ess is known about the " Post o f r1ohammed Al i" 9 owing to the rarity of 
s ur vivin g l ette rs carried by it. The only s ubstantial source of information i s 
the book "Les Pastes en Egypte " 9 publishe d by the Egypt i an Pos t Office on the 
occ asion of the Postal Union Congress held in Cairo in 1934 . ['lohammed Al i was 
appoin t ed Gove rnor of Egypt in 1805 . At some time after that , he estab lished a 
messe nger serv i ce between Cairo and t he pr i nc ipal pr ovinc i a l towns 9 strict ly f or 
government purposes . 

According to "Les Pos t es en Egytpe" , the cour i e r service was by ru nne r s in 
relays, and was a da ily ope r at i on , r e quiring 24 hours for passage between Cairo 
a nd Alexandria . For Mi ddle Egypt ( sou th of Ca iro) 9 the servic e was week ly 9 and 
for Upper Egypt 9 month l y. After the conquest of the Sudan in 1821 9 the se rvic e 
was extended t o Kh a rtoum 9 by means of c ame l s~ a l e tter f r om Cairo to Khartoum i s 
sa id to have required f i fty days ! 

"Les Pastes en Egypte " states that the se rvice was at first placed under the 
direction of She ikh Oma r e l Hamad 9 wh o was l ate r s ucc ee ded by Hassan e l Badihi . 
Although the s ervic e was c l osed to th e pub lic 9 pr i vate indivi dua l s cou ld apply to 
el Badihi to a rrange the hire of a messenger. This system eventua ll y evo lved to 
an es t abl i shed a rran gement f or i ncluding private messages i n the pouches of the 
official couriers 9 on payment of a f ee according to we i ght a nd distance . The unit 
of we ight was the dirhem ( 1 dirhem equa l s 3 . 12 grams ). For Mi ddle Eg ypt 9 "Les 
Pastes en Egypte " states that t he cha rge varied between 10 and 30 paras 9 for Upp e r 
Egypt 9 the char ge r ose fr om one to three pi ast r es 9 and for the Sudan 9 the charge 
per dirhem ranged fr om 3 pi . 25 para to 6 pi. 5 pa r a . 

It i s stated that the state service in the De l ta was c l osed as the Pasta 
Europea e xpanded 9 and l ate r , ns t he Khediv i a l Post t ha t succeeded the Pasta Euro pea 
was e xt ended up the Nile to ~l id d l e ond Upper Egypt ~ the state courier ser vic e 
contracte d accordingly. Th e l a tt e r thus l as ted until 1874, when the Khediv i al 
Post made its grand expansion to l<hartoum and beyond , embrac i ng the princ ipal tmJJns 
of Uppe r Egypt a nd the Sudan . 

Philate lic evidenc e of the operat i on of this posta l serv ice is s ketchy 9 and 
letters carri ed by it are so rare that not more than a hnlf dozen examp l es from any 
one of fic e a r e r ecorded in the Reco rd of the Circle. The on ly ones to c ome up at 
a ucti on in the last f i fteen yea r s , to my knowledge 9 we re the three i n the Byam sa l e . 
None we r e s hown at Philymp i a or SIPE X, and only one exhibit at I NTE RPIIIL 76 include d 
any . It is the r ecording of four now exampl es by Erich Haf fele that prompts thi s 
articlG. 

Nothing from th e earliest period of this post i s known , a ltho ug h examples may 
well be lying about unrecognized . It seems unlike l y that handstamped postal 
markings were us ed in the ea r l y period 9 a circums tanc e tha t would detract gr eatl y 
f r om the ir phila telic interes t , and thus might GXp l ain the ir obscur i ty. The known 
e xamples date from the 1850 ' s 9 nnd are characterized by small intagl i o seal hand­
stamps inscribed 1'bosta' 9 t he name of the office 9 and the year i n which the seal 
was engraved . Four s uch s ea l s a re known : Gi rga, Esn a 9 Qena and Asyut . These 
small markings , commonly poorly struck 9 a re not ve ry prominen t 9 and mi gh t eas ily 
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be overlooked~ con sequently, it i s not unlikely that others exist ? but have not 
be a n r ecognized for what they are • 

The in scribed dates are in the Mos l em ca lendar . The earl i est is that of Qena , 
11 71!'., which is 1271 A.H. or 1855 A.D. The da t es of letters bearing these seals may 
be many years later 9 however, and can only be determined if there is a manuscr ipt 
notation inside, or i f the cover bears supplementary date s tamps applied if the 
l etter was f orwarded through the Khedivial or othe r post. The dates listed in the 
accompanying table s umma rize what has been seen . 

The seal s a r e found st ruck on either the fr on t or back of the l e tters, and may 
have functioned as a fran k . However , they are invariab l y accompan i e d by a 
man uscri pt notation referring to the we i ght of the l e t t er and the f ee paid . The 
availabl e examp l es a re so few th a t the basis of the charge i s still obscure 9 but it 
seems like ly that both weight and distance were involve d . Weights ;~ were exp ress e d 
in di rhems ( 1 dirhem is 3.12 grams) , a nd the charges in e ither paras (" fadda" ) or 
pi astres , but the notations were so hastily scrawled tha t it is veryydifficult to 
be su r e ruhat they say . One l e tte r from Girga to Cairo is inscribed ';1 dirhem I 
1 piastre '', whe reas another one travelling the same route is inscribe d " 30 f a dda" . 
In any event , postage appea r s to have been pa id to destination 9 for there a re no 
postage due markings . This is so r ega rdl ess of whether the letter was handle d 
entirely by the state post , or was f orwa rded for part of the distance by the 
Khedivial Post. Some of th e l e tters bear the additiona l hands tamp ;1 Franca ". 

Gene r alizations are dangerous when based on such limited evidence, so it ma y be 
better to desc ribe and illustrate specific c overs . 

GI RGA 

I. undated inside or out; presume d to be early owing to the abse nc e of 
markings of the Kh edivi a l Post~ add r esse d to Cairo in Ar abic a nd Greek; 
endorsed "p a id by rl r Hawaza Idiab y 2 fadda " on the front, and "dirhem 2 I 

-· pias tre 2" and the name of the r ec e iving official on the bac k? struck with the 
sea l of Girga in gray- black on the back . 

II. (illustration 1) dated February 1873 ~ ad r essed in Arabic t o " Ca iro 9 r~usk i 
garden, Patriarchate, Anbar Avanosios Bishop of Copt i c Catholics in Egypt " ; 
endorsed "bosta So hag " and "a nswe r ed 19 - - -" on the front, "30 f adda as fees " 
on back ; struck with the sea l of Girga in gray- blac k, and the c . d.s. of Ca iro 
in Type IV-3 . 1 dated 12 I 4 I 73 I T3 on the back 9 and the c.d . s . of Siut i n 
Type IV-2.5m da t e d 1 ( 5 ) I FEB I 1873 IT and " Franc s " in Type Fr-3 on the front . 

II I. . ., { ~llu stra tio n 2 ) ( 1-ta"ffe l e collection ) dated i n 1873 ( dates tamps h 
adfessed in Arabic "from So hag to Cairo 9 Arch deacon Ag ha Bi oo sh of the Coptic 

QENA 

Catholics -"9 endorsed " to be de live r ed through thG kindness of - - - 11 

on fr on t 9 and 11 dirhem 1 I pi est r e 1 11 on the back? st r uck with the seal of 
Girga a nd tho c . d . s . of Cairo dated 4 FE B 1873 T II in Type III-2 . 5m on the 
back 9 and the c.d.s. of Siut in Type IV-2.5n dated 1 FE B 1873 T I and "Franc a 11 

in Type Fr-3 on the fr ont. 

I. (illustration 3 ) ( Smith collect i on 9 ex Fox ) dated a t Luxor, 20th February, 
18589 addressed in Ita lian to '; Si g . B. Bi ondelli digniss~ Professore e 
Direttore de ll 1 I,R, Gabinotto Numi smat i co / I , R. Acc ademi a di Bre r a I Milan o I 
Ita lia", plus Arabic inscr iption c ons ignin g the letter to the care of a Mr. 
Kunsch l er , agent of the Austria n Post i n Ca iro9 endo rsed in Arabic on the 
back 11 uJB ight - - - I 25 twenty--five ·- - - 11

; struck on th e reverse with the 
seal of Qena 9 Italian c . d . s . "f'ii LA NO 2113 " 1 and rectan gular boxed POR TAL ETTRE I 
1 DI STRIB UZ IO NE; on the front i s struck f aintly in blui sh the Austrian c.d . s . 
ALE:(ANDR IE~J I 8 I 3; manuscript "91911 is marked in red crayon on the face. 
This l e tte r is the only one I kno w of tha t is addre ssed outside of Egypt; the 
content is 8n a lmo st euphoric description of the ancient monuments . 
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~ 

II. ( illustra tion 4 ) ( Haffel e c ollection ) da t ed April 1873 (datestamps ) 9 
addressed to Agios Brohai (?) - - - Musk i 9 at Cairo; endors ed a t top l e ft 
"Father Michae l - - 11

9 ar)d at l owe r l eft , "p aid for by Fa the r l"lichae l Beghar 
Ghorsi" ; on r eve rse , 11 4 ( g . ?) I 1 (? ) pi. 11

9 and a number which may be a 
date "1289 11 or n1589''? struck on back wi th the sea l of Qena and the c.d. s . 
of Cairo i n Type I V-3 .1 dated unclearl y 7 an d on the fr on t with the c .d. s . of 
Siut i n Type IV-2.5n dated 3 APR 1873 T I. 

III. ( Haffe l e col l ection, ex Byam ) da t ed Ma r ch 1868 ( da testamp ), add r essed t o 
La dy John Scot t, Lauder, Be rwic ksh i r e , Sc otland ; endorsed on th e front in 
Ar abic "a t the hand of r·1 ustafa - - -· at Luxor 11 

9 and ~ to blessed Ca i ro I t o 
be given t o the headmaste r of Eng l ish Sc hoo l". On the back is t he intagl i o 
seal of Qena , th e c ircu l a r date stamp of Minia (T ype II-2n) 27 MAR Z 68 3T 9 the 
da te stamp of La ude r ( a rriva l) AP 14 1868; t he r e i s a lso a sc r awled r eck oni ng 
of we i ght and cha rges , but the mean i ng is unc e rtain. The fr ont bea rs a 
sec ond strike o f the Minia date stamp , da t ed one day l a ter ( 28 Ma r z) 9 and the 
circula r da t e s t am p of th e Britis h Pos t Offic e at Cairo AP 1 68 . 

This cov e r was clea rly handl e d by the civil posta l service from Minia 
on wa rds, for the r a ilway had by this date bee n ex t ended t o Mi nia . There a r e 
no pos t age due mark in gs , and no indicat i on abo ut how the postage from Ca i r o 
to Scotland was pa i d . 

IV. ( H"a.ffele collect i on 9 ex Byam ). This i s a l so an enve l ope dated Dec em be r 
1871 ( date stamp ) ; add r essed to Mrs Ewing 9 Ame ric an Mis s i on, Cairo; endorsed 
on the front in Arabic 11 mai l from Pas t or Etuin g postage paid 11

9 and "from Qous 
to Cairo I to be de live red to Miss Ew i ng a t the Americ an Sc ho ol" . The front 
a lso shows the c i rcular date stamp of Ro da (T ype III-2 . 5n) 12 DIC 1871 T1, 
a nd the back bea r s the Qe na intag lio sea l and th e circ ular da t e s t amp of 
Cairo (Type III-2.5n) 13 DIC 187 1 T I II, as well as a scraw l ed r eckon ing of 
we i ght an d charges , not r eadily decipherab l e . 

This c over is inte r esting f or the ev i denc e it gives that there wa s no 
office at Qous; pr es umab l y the l e tte r was carried by private hand to the 
nea r est off i c e , Qe na . By thi s da t e , th e civil post had been extende d 
furth e r down th e Nile , to Roda . 

In add i tion t o these covers , i t i s wo rth notin g that a loose co py of the 2 
piast r e st amp of the Sec ond Issu e i s kn own canc el l ed with the same Qena intaglio 
seal (Haffe l e c ollection , ex Gilbe rt) . 

ASYU T 

I . ( Sm ith collection, ex Byam) en ve l ope da t ed in April , 1870 ( date stamps ) 9 
addresse d to Mrs . Ewing , Americ an Mi ss i on , Cairo; i nsc ri bed in Ar a bic on the 
face "to Cairo" and "from Dr. Wats on I fe e paid''; endor sed on the back wi th 
cr yptic i nd ic a tion of we ig ht and fee , pr esumab ly ; s truck with th e seal of 
Asyut , a nd t he c . d . s , of Cairo in Type II I-2 . 5n dated 3 APR 1870 T III on t he 
back, a nd on the fr on t with the c.d. s . of Minia in Type III - 2.5n date d 3 APR 
1870 . 

II. ( h"a"ffele co l lection) dated ~1e. rch , 1872 ( dates t amp s) , year da t e 1288 ( A. H.) 
in s ide; add r essed t o Cairo , Avons i os Bi s ha i Bishop of Copt ic Catholics - - - ; 
endo r sed on the front "sen t thr ough the v±n d offic es of Fa the r Tom a of r·1 inia 
Mo nastery" , and on the back with notati on of we i ght an d f ee wh ich seems t o be 
"43 g I 120 fadda"9 struc k on the r e ver se with thf? seal of As yut in blui sh 
a nd the c . d . s . of Cairo in Type III-2 . 5n dated 8 MAR 1872 T III, and on the 
fr ont with th e c.d . s . of Roda in Typ e III- 2 .5n dated 7 MAR 1872 T I. 
( illustra t i on 5) . 

Th e for eg oin g examp l es a r e chose n on l y because they a r e th e on es a va ilab l e to 
me , as originals or phot oc opi e s . One can conclude from t horn that there were no 
of fices at So hag or Lu xo r 9 since l e t te rs originating at t hos e places we r e post­
ma r ke d with t he seals of offic es downst r eam from them . Th o r atos paid , insofar as 
th ey c an be deciphere d, do not appea r t o be exc essive, and apparen tly include 
onw ard handling by the Khedivial Post wh e r e ap plic a bl e. I t i s i n t e r est in g that 
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all but one of these exampl es is ecc l es iastical correspondence 1 but it i s uncerta in 
whether this is typical. Presumably there was little comme rce with Upper Egypt in 
those yea r s . 

No l e tter going outwa rd from Cai r o by the Post of Plohammed Ali seems to have 
suivived, However 9 I have one cover in my col l ection that appears to be an 
examp l e of a letter originating in the Viceroyal Post 9 add r essed to a place served 
by the cou rier serv i c e , It is a small 9 very light enve lope , wh ich appears to have 
been unsealed 9 add r essed to Asy ut 9 a nd franked with a s i ng l e copy of t he 20 paras 
of the First issue 9 cancelled wi th t he c.d . s , of Cairo in Type I ·2 . 5n (il l ustra tion 
G) , The date is not clear , a l though the month begins with A~ because of the 
fla1Ling 9 the year must have be en 1866 or 1867 , at tl:J hich pe riod t he Vi ceroyal Post 
had not yet exra,,cled south of Ca iro. There FJ re no back stamps 9 so we can only 
pre sume Li1at it was delivered at Asyut . With a light enclosure , the l e t ter cou l d 
quite possibly have not exceeded one di rhem in we i ght. Th e r ate i s not a norma l 
one , and in fact 9 I have never hea rd of another example of a First Is s ue c ove r 
franked 20 paras , unless postage du e was charged , The unsea l ed gree ting card ra t e 
was 10 para wi th i n the Vice r oyal Post; i t does not seem unreasona ble tha t 10 pa r as 
paid the rate for t he Vi ceroyal Post , and anothe r 10 paras paid for t he state 
courier , On the other hand , the c a rriage o f thi s l e tt e r south of Cairo , its or1g1n, 
must have been entire l y by courier, the Vic e r oya l Post ac tin g only as a receiving 
office, and the fulJ. 20 paras may have be e n credited to the state courier service . 

There is a s i mi l a r cover in the H'<itffole co l loction (ex Go ugas) 9 add r essed to 
Asyut 9 but franked with a 10 and a 20 para stamp of the First I ssue , c ancel l ed 
Cairo (T ype I-2 . 5n) 13 r~A C 66 2 T and dated inside 11 30 zu l higga 1282n . The route 
is thus the same as the 20 para cover 9 bu t we c ann ot know if th 8 different rate was 
the r esult of a different weight 9 or a r ev ision in rat e st ructure . The message 
inside conc erns a fin anc i a l t r ansact i on about cotton . 

A posta l doc ument fo und by Jean Bo ulad d'H umi eres in an ol d archi ve has a 
be a ring on this s ubject . An ext r ac t was published in L' Or i ent Phi l a telique Vol . 
I V ~ No . 53 ~ J a nuary 1946~ on page 439 . It i s dated Janu ary 9 1867 9 and gi ves the 
rates for l e tters sent to Upper Egypt . For Asyut 9 the charge was 30 paras per 
dirhem 9 in addition to th e norma l postage of 1 pi . to car ry the l e tte r to Ca iro 
fr om places in Lowe r Egypt . It i s t hus ambiguo us with respect t o l e tters 
or ig inat i ng i n Cairo itself. It i s a l so state d in t hat doc ument that newspape r s , 
samp l es 9 r eg i stered letters 9 and printed matter we r e not ac cepted for Upper and 
Middle Egypt . The r eason for the 20-para rate on rny cover r8fe rred to a bove thus 
remains a mistery . However 9 there i s no quest ion of any other stamp having falle n 
offy there is not a trac e of any kind of any additional f r ank in g . 

The foregoing doc ument i s a l so infor ma tive with r es pect to the rates di s cussed 
earlier i n th i s a r t i cle for letters from Girga~ Asyut and Qena , although one must 
bear in mind that they would app l y to the date of publicat i on 9 Janua r y 1st ~ 1867 9 

and they may have been dif ferent at othe r times . In f act 9 as the railway pushed 
southwards and Vi ceroyal (later Khediv i a l 1 post of f ices were opened , the surcharges 
for l ette rs f or Upper Egypt may ha ve be en reduced . Such events wou l d have begun 
wi t h the open in g of the office at Minya , August 1st 9 1867 . The r ate s quoted a r e 
these: Minya, 20 pa r as; Asy ut 9 30 paras~ Girga 9 1 piastre; Qena 9 1 pias tre 10 
pa r as (a ll pe r dirh em ). 

It i s signific ant that the li s t of dest inat i ons in the do cument of Janu a r y ~ 

1867 ~ does not include Sohag or Luxor . This i s in accord with the fac t tha t the 
l e tters desc ribed earl i e r that origina t ed from thos e places bore the seal s of nea rby 
listed offices ( Girga or Qena) . The rema i ning destinations in the list presumably 
al so had seal postma rk s 9 yet to be discovered. They are~ Be ni-Soue f; Fayo um9 
Fachn; Esna ( sea l known) ~ Asso uan; Ko r osko . The destinat i ons li s t ed for the 
Sudan were~ Wad i Halfa; Be rber; Do ngo l ay Khar t oum; Sennar; El Take; Cordo f an; 
and Fazoglou . What an exc iting event it would be to fi nd a c over with the seal of 
ono o f these Sudanese l ocali t i es ! 



The State Post founded by Hoharnmed Ali continued 

(Note: in these notes, ucivil" and "Viceregal '' post have been used inter­
changeably). 

In conclusion, I gratefully acknowledge the kind assistance of Dr Abdallah 
Hishri ck in decipher ing the Arabic inscriptions. 
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2. Girga III 
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The State Post founded by Hoharnmed Ali continued 

4. Qena II 

5. Asyut II 
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NOTES ON POSTAL SERVICE MARKI NGS 1865- 79 

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198) 
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Thes e markings have r ecent l y turned up on int erposta l seal s . I t has not been 
poscibl e t o make complete cut s ( i . e. traci ngs ) f r om t he s tri kes a vailable, but t he 
fi~~kings are distincti ve enough t o have been allocat ed new PS number s. The notes 
which r ollow may he l p readers to l ocate more stri kes i n thei r collect ions which will 
enable me to ,compl e te the c~ts in the r ecord . 

DiLicnslons ( MM) 

PS- 17 

27 X 1 ~L.5 

PS-10 PS-18 

27. 5 X 18 

PS, ·'i?. I have exar.1plos on I P IVc , Ve, and VI ( 377G ) , and Seymour Blomfield 
a lsCJ l'.:.s m oxa.n:rpl e on I P Ve. All the strikes are in black. Two of them show t he 
ar?o. a:c t he bottom of. t 1e outer label ; both indid-ate the presenc e of an ornament, 
bu:; ;: ~ithcr w.akcs clear the detail of thi s ornament. It i s l ikel y to be similar to 
th::; L1. PS-·10 , a r..:a r ki.r1g 1:1hi ch has the i denti cal outer label i nscription. (Incidentally, 
t.2:.'. ::-:-:r'!.ur:'3nt i s mi s s i ng fror11 Pfl-10 in t he current issue of t he data s heets). 

:i;\3··-"'2-. J ha-ve t >J;o t;;;:nwples on I P VI ( 377A and 377I ) • One is struck in black , 
~~': ...... c ~~i';)r in bl ne. The i n:..:cri p t ion in the centre i s practically certain to be 
SJ:~;xc;:E RIFiti'TI . Ths bot ·i;om of -~he outer label is undoubtedly ALESSANDRIA; the rest 
:.':; : :::-".'1ly conj ectural at pr esent, but it c ould well be POSTE KEDEVIE EGIZIANE . 

r.,:·_-I Crco. s nd obser vaticns 0 n PS- 3.5 .. ...-----·~- ---...P. ~__......._,-.o;c...-,_.;_. _ _ ___ _ 

'i'BL -~~I.-KiBIR . I l :wo e:u~mples on IP Va ( TEL EL KIBIR 224a ) , and IP Vc ( TEL EL 
J~ICC~ 32 ,a and EL .. ?EL BL KIBIR 321 ) • The strikes are in bl ue as well a s black, and 
thE:· cut n~de fro:n t hom is shovm in Figure 1. The third l etter of t he town name seems 
t o t ~ T~ c.nd not t he t jr'.~:'l t1 ·c H given i n the data sheet s. 

( Cn·::l'AR\ ) • My J>.<>.:::t~st. ike in black on IP I VA ( KANTARA 129. ) is s hown in 
Fi g-ul'0 2 . Unfc::.:-tuna teJ.y , 0nl y part of the first let t er of the t own name is visible 
- t he ;,.•<.;st f alls <JI' f t~'.3 i r..t ex-pos tal - and i t jus t might be the letter C. Its 
position ru.les out ·the pos -sibili ty t hat this i s a strike of TEL-EL-KI BIR . 

lig 1 

25 X 15o5 
Fig 2 

(25 X 14 .5) 

Fig 3 
26.5 X 16.5 
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Notes on Postal Service Markings 1865-79 continued 

The markings in Figures 1 and 2 are very similar and the cancellers must have 
been made from practically identical basic dies. If we now consider Figure 3 , whi ch 
is the illustr ation for PS-3.5 in the data sheets, it can be seen that this differs 
in several significant respects including size . We could, of course, be deal i ng 
with a seco~d and different die for TEL EL KIBIR. However, the illustration was 
taken from a cut in the record vlhich was made, not from original material, but from 
a phot ograph or tracing sent in by a collector. It is much more likely that the 
info;."rnation was misleading or inaccurate, and that this second version of the marking 
does not really exist. 

POSTAL ~~INGS 188o-1952 

AN' APPEAL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SOME MARKINGS OF UNCERTAIN TYPE 

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198) 

The record for study VI contains a number of markings which are not fully 
~~derstood, either because we have been unable to decipher the indicia in t he mar kings, 
or b~cause there is some doubt about their use or function. These markings are 
illustrated and detailed in the following paragraphs, and I would appreciat e heari ng 
from anyone who can clarify their position or who has examples on cover. 

Q1e. Q1b Q1c 

The three Q1 markings are clearly rel ated to each other by the French 
11Renseignements" (= information) and the Arabic ..::,.\.,~ \ (= enquiries ). Q1a 
was found on interpostal type XI; Q1 b as incomplete part-strikes on a 1933 2m Air 
Mai l fui d on a 1938 2m Postage fr~e; and ~1c on an official sealing label . The 
mark.i.ngs are in the record under a provisional "InformationH type. It i s s uggested 
that there was (and is ?) a section in the post office which answered questions about 
the ser·; ice and which had a canceller of its own to use on replies . 

Q2 

Q2 was found on a 1922 5m Crown Overprint. The strike was incomplete ; the 
lower and presumably Arabic part, which might have helped to identify it, unfortunately 
fell off the stamp. '.rhe indicium "C. 0. S • " is unknown in any other marking. 

0..3 and Q4 are illustrated together as it is likely that they are rel a t ed. Q3 i s 
not t oo uncommon and has been seen on 1884 5pi, 1888 10pi, 1893 2pi, 1889 4m Postage 
J)Ue ? nnd int erpostal type XI. An early suggestion was t :hat M.I. = Minis t r y of 
Inf orw.acion, so that Q3 would be a similar type of marking to Q1 above. 
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Q3 , Q!+ 

Q4 was recently found on interpostal type VI ( 377B and 377G ), both strikes 
dated 21 Feb 92, and also on a 1879 2pi, the strike dated 14 Jun 93. The inter­
postal 377G is almost always cancelled by some sort of Cash marking, hence the latest 
suggestion that M.I. = Mandats Internationaax, and that M.P.I. = Mandats Postaux 
I nt ernationaux. 

Q5 ro-v-rt 

Q5 is on a cover in the collection of P.A.S .Smith, and is 
the only example recorded to date of this type of marking. The 
cover is addressed to Cairo. On the front it bears a 1923 5m 
cancelled by Q5, there is also a further strike of Q5; it is 
back-s tamped Akmin, Cairo- Asyut & V.V. TPO, and Cairo. 

DIYABAT Di yabat has been described as a "very SrDIJ!.ll place" 
(presumably near Akhmin ?) . Perhaps some "very small places" 

used this type of marking in lieu of the normal c.d.s., and this 
could explain its rarity; alternatively it could be a type of rural service or 
temporary marking. 

AN ALEXANDRI A "LAZARET" POSTMARK by V. Denis Vandervelde 15 January 197£ 

I t is now clear, beyond reasonable doubt, tr~t there was a lazaretto in Alexandria 
in the l atter half of the 19th cent ury. This establishment, in addition to housing 
the passengers and crew of ships arriving in times of epidemic, also disinfected mail. 
The cachet certifying disinfection (which seems to have been in use only briefly) is 
dealt with at length in "Prati que" , organ of the Disinfected Mail Study Circle, and 
interested readers are urged to apply to me at 25 Sincl air Grove , London N.W.11 for 
membership(£ 3.50 or U.S. $ 7.00 per annum). 

But a very different marking has now come to light , strongly suggesting that the 
establishment was still functioning (not necessarily in the same way, of course) in 
the early years of the 20th century. Unfortunately, the only strike so far seen by 
me is on a pair of adhesive stamps and illegibly dated. The handstamp is a 27 mm cds 
with ALEXANDRIA round the top, with LAZARET in a horizontal plane immediately beneath, 
and the date in a s ingle line belO\.t that, across the diameter of the circle. The 
lower half is in Arabic, as usual at this period. 

Until a dated cover turns up, hypotheses may be unwise, but in 1900 Trieste had a 
postbox at its comparable institution, which used a bi-lingual c.d.s . reading 
"Seelazaret 11 • So there is at least a likelihood that there was a similar box at 
Alexandria, intended for the use of passengers of qtk~rantined ships. Can any reader 
confi-rm, preferably with dates of usage ? 

EDITOR'S NOTE: the reproduction is from a poor original phot ocopy. 
The year is not distinguishable and i t is not known whether the 
adhes ives are chalk-surfaced and thus 1902 or later. 

ESC Hernber Hamdouh Abou-Alam kindly translated: "the Arabic words 
at the lower half of t he cancel ~i __/~ mean "Medical 
Quarantine" more or less the translation of 'Lazaret' and this term 
is usually used for special quar antine in ports and airports when 
they P~ve to check for valid Certificates of Health. The other 
word "' J ,__;_c_ 1 is Alexandria • 


