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THE STATE POST FOUND ED BY MOHAMM ED ALI 

by Professor P . A. S . Sm ith ( ESC 74 ) 

Civilian postal servic e i n Egypt i s commonly thought of as be ginning with the 
Pasta Europ ea in 1832 9 and even most specialists a r e on l y vague l y aware of the 
courier service developed by Mohammed Ali at a n ea rl ier date . In fact 9 the 
pri vate postal se rvice ope r ated by Car l o Mera tti 9 which became the Pasta Europea 
under Tito Ch i ni 9 se rved only Cairo and Al exandria . It rema ined confine d t o the 
two main ci ties until the 1850 ' s , when Giacomo Muzzi expanded the servi ce to othe r 
towns in th e Delta . Even the expanded servic e never r eached south of Ca iro, and 
Upper Egypt was not inc l uded in the Khe divial Post until 1873. These great gaps 
in postal serv ice in Egypt were partly filled by the of fici a l state couri e r s . 

r1 uch l ess is known about the " Post o f r1ohammed Al i" 9 owing to the rarity of 
s ur vivin g l ette rs carried by it. The only s ubstantial source of information i s 
the book "Les Pastes en Egypte " 9 publishe d by the Egypt i an Pos t Office on the 
occ asion of the Postal Union Congress held in Cairo in 1934 . ['lohammed Al i was 
appoin t ed Gove rnor of Egypt in 1805 . At some time after that , he estab lished a 
messe nger serv i ce between Cairo and t he pr i nc ipal pr ovinc i a l towns 9 strict ly f or 
government purposes . 

According to "Les Pos t es en Egytpe" , the cour i e r service was by ru nne r s in 
relays, and was a da ily ope r at i on , r e quiring 24 hours for passage between Cairo 
a nd Alexandria . For Mi ddle Egypt ( sou th of Ca iro) 9 the servic e was week ly 9 and 
for Upper Egypt 9 month l y. After the conquest of the Sudan in 1821 9 the se rvic e 
was extended t o Kh a rtoum 9 by means of a l e tter f r om Cairo to Khartoum i s 
sa id to have required f i fty days ! 

"Les Pastes en Egypte " states that the se rvice was at first placed under the 
direction of She ikh Oma r e l Hamad 9 wh o was l ate r s ucc ee ded by Hassan e l Badihi . 
Although the s ervic e was c l osed to th e pub lic 9 pr i vate indivi dua l s cou ld apply to 
el Badihi to a rrange the hire of a messenger. This system eventua ll y evo lved to 
an es t abl i shed a rran gement f or i ncluding private messages i n the pouches of the 
official couriers 9 on payment of a f ee according to we i ght a nd distance . The unit 
of we ight was the dirhem ( 1 dirhem equa l s 3 . 12 grams ). For Mi ddle Eg ypt 9 "Les 
Pastes en Egypte " states that t he cha rge varied between 10 and 30 paras 9 for Upp e r 
Egypt 9 the char ge r ose fr om one to three pi ast r es 9 and for the Sudan 9 the charge 
per dirhem ranged fr om 3 pi . 25 para to 6 pi. 5 pa r a . 

It i s stated that the state service in the De l ta was c l osed as the Pasta 
Europea e xpanded 9 and l ate r , ns t he Khediv i a l Post t ha t succeeded the Pasta Euro pea 
was e xt ended up the Nile to ond Upper the state courier ser vic e 
contracte d accordingly. Th e l a tt e r thus l as ted until 1874, when the Khediv i al 
Post made its grand expansion to l<hartoum and beyond , embrac i ng the princ ipal tmJJns 
of Uppe r Egypt a nd the Sudan . 

Philate lic evidenc e of the operat i on of this posta l serv ice is s ketchy 9 and 
letters carri ed by it are so rare that not more than a hnlf dozen examp l es from any 
one of fic e a r e r ecorded in the Reco rd of the Circle. The on ly ones to c ome up at 
a ucti on in the last f i fteen yea r s , to my knowledge 9 we re the three i n the Byam sa l e . 
None we r e s hown at Philymp i a or SIPE X, and only one exhibit at I NTE RPIIIL 76 include d 
any . It is the r ecording of four now exampl es by Erich Haf fele that prompts thi s 
articlG. 

Nothing from th e earliest period of this post i s known , a ltho ug h examples may 
well be lying about unrecognized . It seems unlike l y that handstamped postal 
markings were us ed in the ea r l y period 9 a circums tanc e tha t would detract gr eatl y 
f r om the ir phila telic interes t , and thus might GXp l ain the ir obscur i ty. The known 
e xamples date from the 1850 ' s 9 nnd are characterized by small intagl i o seal hand­
stamps inscribed 1'bosta' 9 t he name of the office 9 and the year i n which the seal 
was engraved . Four s uch s ea l s a re known : Gi rga, Esn a 9 Qena and Asyut . These 
small markings , commonly poorly struck 9 a re not ve ry prominen t 9 and mi gh t eas ily 
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be overlooked~ con sequently, it i s not unlikely that others exist ? but have not 
be a n r ecognized for what they are • 

The in scribed dates are in the Mos l em ca lendar . The earl i est is that of Qena , 
11 71!'., which is 1271 A.H. or 1855 A.D. The da t es of letters bearing these seals may 
be many years later 9 however, and can only be determined if there is a manuscr ipt 
notation inside, or i f the cover bears supplementary date s tamps applied if the 
l etter was f orwarded through the Khedivial or othe r post. The dates listed in the 
accompanying table s umma rize what has been seen . 

The seal s a r e found st ruck on either the fr on t or back of the l e tters, and may 
have functioned as a fran k . However , they are invariab l y accompan i e d by a 
man uscri pt notation referring to the we i ght of the l e t t er and the f ee paid . The 
availabl e examp l es a re so few th a t the basis of the charge i s still obscure 9 but it 
seems like ly that both weight and distance were involve d . Weights ;~ were exp ress e d 
in di rhems ( 1 dirhem is 3.12 grams) , a nd the charges in e ither paras (" fadda" ) or 
pi astres , but the notations were so hastily scrawled tha t it is veryydifficult to 
be su r e ruhat they say . One l e tte r from Girga to Cairo is inscribed ';1 dirhem I 
1 piastre '', whe reas another one travelling the same route is inscribe d " 30 f a dda" . 
In any event , postage appea r s to have been pa id to destination 9 for there a re no 
postage due markings . This is so r ega rdl ess of whether the letter was handle d 
entirely by the state post , or was f orwa rded for part of the distance by the 
Khedivial Post. Some of th e l e tters bear the additiona l hands tamp ;1 Franca ". 

Gene r alizations are dangerous when based on such limited evidence, so it ma y be 
better to desc ribe and illustrate specific c overs . 

GI RGA 

I. undated inside or out; presume d to be early owing to the abse nc e of 
markings of the Kh edivi a l Post~ add r esse d to Cairo in Ar abic a nd Greek; 
endorsed "p a id by rl r Hawaza Idiab y 2 fadda " on the front, and "dirhem 2 I 

-· pias tre 2" and the name of the r ec e iving official on the bac k? struck with the 
sea l of Girga in gray- black on the back . 

II. (illustration 1) dated February 1873 ~ ad r essed in Arabic t o " Ca iro 9 r~usk i 
garden, Patriarchate, Anbar Avanosios Bishop of Copt i c Catholics in Egypt " ; 
endorsed "bosta So hag " and "a nswe r ed 19 - - -" on the front, "30 f adda as fees " 
on back ; struck with the sea l of Girga in gray- blac k, and the c . d.s. of Ca iro 
in Type IV-3 . 1 dated 12 I 4 I 73 I T3 on the back 9 and the c.d . s . of Siut i n 
Type IV-2.5m da t e d 1 ( 5 ) I FEB I 1873 IT and " Franc s " in Type Fr-3 on the front . 

II I. . ., { ~llu stra tio n 2 ) ( 1-ta"ffe l e collection ) dated i n 1873 ( dates tamps h 
adfessed in Arabic "from So hag to Cairo 9 Arch deacon Ag ha Bi oo sh of the Coptic 

QENA 

Catholics -"9 endorsed " to be de live r ed through thG kindness of - - - 11 

on fr on t 9 and 11 dirhem 1 I pi est r e 1 11 on the back? st r uck with the seal of 
Girga a nd tho c . d . s . of Cairo dated 4 FE B 1873 T II in Type III-2 . 5m on the 
back 9 and the c.d.s. of Siut in Type IV-2.5n dated 1 FE B 1873 T I and "Franc a 11 

in Type Fr-3 on the fr ont. 

I. (illustration 3 ) ( Smith collect i on 9 ex Fox ) dated a t Luxor, 20th February, 
18589 addressed in Ita lian to '; Si g . B. Bi ondelli digniss~ Professore e 
Direttore de ll 1 I,R, Gabinotto Numi smat i co / I , R. Acc ademi a di Bre r a I Milan o I 
Ita lia", plus Arabic inscr iption c ons ignin g the letter to the care of a Mr. 
Kunsch l er , agent of the Austria n Post i n Ca iro9 endo rsed in Arabic on the 
back 11 uJB ight - - - I 25 twenty--five ·- - - 11

; struck on th e reverse with the 
seal of Qena 9 Italian c . d . s . "f'ii LA NO 2113 " 1 and rectan gular boxed POR TAL ETTRE I 
1 DI STRIB UZ IO NE; on the front i s struck f aintly in blui sh the Austrian c.d . s . 
ALE:(ANDR IE~J I 8 I 3; manuscript "91911 is marked in red crayon on the face. 
This l e tte r is the only one I kno w of tha t is addre ssed outside of Egypt; the 
content is 8n a lmo st euphoric description of the ancient monuments . 
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II. ( illustra tion 4 ) ( Haffel e c ollection ) da t ed April 1873 (datestamps ) 9 
addressed to Agios Brohai (?) - - - Musk i 9 at Cairo; endors ed a t top l e ft 
"Father Michae l - - 11

9 ar)d at l owe r l eft , "p aid for by Fa the r l"lichae l Beghar 
Ghorsi" ; on r eve rse , 11 4 ( g . ?) I 1 (? ) pi. 11

9 and a number which may be a 
date "1289 11 or n1589''? struck on back wi th the sea l of Qena and the c.d. s . 
of Cairo i n Type I V-3 .1 dated unclearl y 7 an d on the fr on t with the c .d. s . of 
Siut i n Type IV-2.5n dated 3 APR 1873 T I. 

III. ( Haffe l e col l ection, ex Byam ) da t ed Ma r ch 1868 ( da testamp ), add r essed t o 
La dy John Scot t, Lauder, Be rwic ksh i r e , Sc otland ; endorsed on th e front in 
Ar abic "a t the hand of r·1 ustafa - - -· at Luxor 11 

9 and ~ to blessed Ca i ro I t o 
be given t o the headmaste r of Eng l ish Sc hoo l". On the back is t he intagl i o 
seal of Qena , th e c ircu l a r date stamp of Minia (T ype II-2n) 27 MAR Z 68 3T 9 the 
da te stamp of La ude r ( a rriva l) AP 14 1868; t he r e i s a lso a sc r awled r eck oni ng 
of we i ght and cha rges , but the mean i ng is unc e rtain. The fr ont bea rs a 
sec ond strike o f the Minia date stamp , da t ed one day l a ter ( 28 Ma r z) 9 and the 
circula r da t e s t am p of th e Britis h Pos t Offic e at Cairo AP 1 68 . 

This cov e r was clea rly handl e d by the civil posta l service from Minia 
on wa rds, for the r a ilway had by this date bee n ex t ended t o Mi nia . There a r e 
no pos t age due mark in gs , and no indicat i on abo ut how the postage from Ca i r o 
to Scotland was pa i d . 

IV. ( H"a.ffele collect i on 9 ex Byam ). This i s a l so an enve l ope dated Dec em be r 
1871 ( date stamp ) ; add r essed to Mrs Ewing 9 Ame ric an Mis s i on, Cairo; endorsed 
on the front in Arabic 11 mai l from Pas t or Etuin g postage paid 11

9 and "from Qous 
to Cairo I to be de live red to Miss Ew i ng a t the Americ an Sc ho ol" . The front 
a lso shows the c i rcular date stamp of Ro da (T ype III-2 . 5n) 12 DIC 1871 T1, 
a nd the back bea r s the Qe na intag lio sea l and th e circ ular da t e s t amp of 
Cairo (Type III-2.5n) 13 DIC 187 1 T I II, as well as a scraw l ed r eckon ing of 
we i ght an d charges , not r eadily decipherab l e . 

This c over is inte r esting f or the ev i denc e it gives that there wa s no 
office at Qous; pr es umab l y the l e tte r was carried by private hand to the 
nea r est off i c e , Qe na . By thi s da t e , th e civil post had been extende d 
furth e r down th e Nile , to Roda . 

In add i tion t o these covers , i t i s wo rth notin g that a loose co py of the 2 
piast r e st amp of the Sec ond Issu e i s kn own canc el l ed with the same Qena intaglio 
seal (Haffe l e c ollection , ex Gilbe rt) . 

ASYU T 

I . ( Sm ith collection, ex Byam) en ve l ope da t ed in April , 1870 ( date stamps ) 9 
addresse d to Mrs . Ewing , Americ an Mi ss i on , Cairo; i nsc ri bed in Ar a bic on the 
face "to Cairo" and "from Dr. Wats on I fe e paid''; endor sed on the back wi th 
cr yptic i nd ic a tion of we ig ht and fee , pr esumab ly ; s truck with th e seal of 
Asyut , a nd t he c . d . s , of Cairo in Type II I-2 . 5n dated 3 APR 1870 T III on t he 
back, a nd on the fr on t with the c.d. s . of Minia in Type III - 2.5n date d 3 APR 
1870 . 

II. ( h"a"ffele co l lection) dated ~1e. rch , 1872 ( dates t amp s) , year da t e 1288 ( A. H.) 
in s ide; add r essed t o Cairo , Avons i os Bi s ha i Bishop of Copt ic Catholics - - - ; 
endo r sed on the front "sen t thr ough the v±n d offic es of Fa the r Tom a of r·1 inia 
Mo nastery" , and on the back with notati on of we i ght an d f ee wh ich seems t o be 
"43 g I 120 fadda"9 struc k on the r e ver se with thf? seal of As yut in blui sh 
a nd the c . d . s . of Cairo in Type III-2 . 5n dated 8 MAR 1872 T III, and on the 
fr ont with th e c.d . s . of Roda in Typ e III- 2 .5n dated 7 MAR 1872 T I. 
( illustra t i on 5) . 

Th e for eg oin g examp l es a r e chose n on l y because they a r e th e on es a va ilab l e to 
me , as originals or phot oc opi e s . One can conclude from t horn that there were no 
of fices at So hag or Lu xo r 9 since l e t te rs originating at t hos e places we r e post­
ma r ke d with t he seals of offic es downst r eam from them . Th o r atos paid , insofar as 
th ey c an be deciphere d, do not appea r t o be exc essive, and apparen tly include 
onw ard handling by the Khedivial Post wh e r e ap plic a bl e. I t i s i n t e r est in g that 
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all but one of these exampl es is ecc l es iastical correspondence 1 but it i s uncerta in 
whether this is typical. Presumably there was little comme rce with Upper Egypt in 
those yea r s . 

No l e tter going outwa rd from Cai r o by the Post of Plohammed Ali seems to have 
suivived, However 9 I have one cover in my col l ection that appears to be an 
examp l e of a letter originating in the Viceroyal Post 9 add r essed to a place served 
by the cou rier serv i c e , It is a small 9 very light enve lope , wh ich appears to have 
been unsealed 9 add r essed to Asy ut 9 a nd franked with a s i ng l e copy of t he 20 paras 
of the First issue 9 cancelled wi th t he c.d . s , of Cairo in Type I ·2 . 5n (il l ustra tion 
G) , The date is not clear , a l though the month begins with A~ because of the 
fla1Ling 9 the year must have be en 1866 or 1867 , at tl:J hich pe riod t he Vi ceroyal Post 
had not yet exra,,cled south of Ca iro. There FJ re no back stamps 9 so we can only 
pre sume Li1at it was delivered at Asyut . With a light enclosure , the l e t ter cou l d 
quite possibly have not exceeded one di rhem in we i ght. Th e r ate i s not a norma l 
one , and in fact 9 I have never hea rd of another example of a First Is s ue c ove r 
franked 20 paras , unless postage du e was charged , The unsea l ed gree ting card ra t e 
was 10 para wi th i n the Vice r oyal Post; i t does not seem unreasona ble tha t 10 pa r as 
paid the rate for t he Vi ceroyal Post , and anothe r 10 paras paid for t he state 
courier , On the other hand , the c a rriage o f thi s l e tt e r south of Cairo , its or1g1n, 
must have been entire l y by courier, the Vic e r oya l Post ac tin g only as a receiving 
office, and the fulJ. 20 paras may have be e n credited to the state courier service . 

There is a s i mi l a r cover in the H'<itffole co l loction (ex Go ugas) 9 add r essed to 
Asyut 9 but franked with a 10 and a 20 para stamp of the First I ssue , c ancel l ed 
Cairo (T ype I-2 . 5n) 13 r~A C 66 2 T and dated inside 11 30 zu l higga 1282n . The route 
is thus the same as the 20 para cover 9 bu t we c ann ot know if th 8 different rate was 
the r esult of a different weight 9 or a r ev ision in rat e st ructure . The message 
inside conc erns a fin anc i a l t r ansact i on about cotton . 

A posta l doc ument fo und by Jean Bo ulad d'H umi eres in an ol d archi ve has a 
be a ring on this s ubject . An ext r ac t was published in L' Or i ent Phi l a telique Vol . 
I V ~ No . 53 ~ J a nuary 1946~ on page 439 . It i s dated Janu ary 9 1867 9 and gi ves the 
rates for l e tters sent to Upper Egypt . For Asyut 9 the charge was 30 paras per 
dirhem 9 in addition to th e norma l postage of 1 pi . to car ry the l e tte r to Ca iro 
fr om places in Lowe r Egypt . It i s t hus ambiguo us with respect t o l e tters 
or ig inat i ng i n Cairo itself. It i s a l so state d in t hat doc ument that newspape r s , 
samp l es 9 r eg i stered letters 9 and printed matter we r e not ac cepted for Upper and 
Middle Egypt . The r eason for the 20-para rate on rny cover r8fe rred to a bove thus 
remains a mistery . However 9 there i s no quest ion of any other stamp having falle n 
offy there is not a trac e of any kind of any additional f r ank in g . 

The foregoing doc ument i s a l so infor ma tive with r es pect to the rates di s cussed 
earlier i n th i s a r t i cle for letters from Girga~ Asyut and Qena , although one must 
bear in mind that they would app l y to the date of publicat i on 9 Janua r y 1st ~ 1867 9 

and they may have been dif ferent at othe r times . In f act 9 as the railway pushed 
southwards and Vi ceroyal (later Khediv i a l 1 post of f ices were opened , the surcharges 
for l ette rs f or Upper Egypt may ha ve be en reduced . Such events wou l d have begun 
wi t h the open in g of the office at Minya , August 1st 9 1867 . The r ate s quoted a r e 
these: Minya, 20 pa r as; Asy ut 9 30 paras~ Girga 9 1 piastre; Qena 9 1 pias tre 10 
pa r as (a ll pe r dirh em ). 

It i s signific ant that the li s t of dest inat i ons in the do cument of Janu a r y ~ 

1867 ~ does not include Sohag or Luxor . This i s in accord with the fac t tha t the 
l e tters desc ribed earl i e r that origina t ed from thos e places bore the seal s of nea rby 
listed offices ( Girga or Qena) . The rema i ning destinations in the list presumably 
al so had seal postma rk s 9 yet to be discovered. They are~ Be ni-Soue f; Fayo um9 
Fachn; Esna ( sea l known) ~ Asso uan; Ko r osko . The destinat i ons li s t ed for the 
Sudan were~ Wad i Halfa; Be rber; Do ngo l ay Khar t oum; Sennar; El Take; Cordo f an; 
and Fazoglou . What an exc iting event it would be to fi nd a c over with the seal of 
ono o f these Sudanese l ocali t i es ! 
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(Note: in these notes, ucivil" and "Viceregal '' post have been used inter­
changeably). 

In conclusion, I gratefully acknowledge the kind assistance of Dr Abdallah 
Hishri ck in decipher ing the Arabic inscriptions. 
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4. Qena II 

5. Asyut II 
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1 DISTRIBUZIONE 

L~-------------------------------------------------------
6. Cairo to Asyut 

20 para rate 
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Thes e markings have r ecent l y turned up on int erposta l seal s . I t has not been 
poscibl e t o make complete cut s ( i . e. traci ngs ) f r om t he s tri kes a vailable, but t he 
fi~~kings are distincti ve enough t o have been allocat ed new PS number s. The notes 
which r ollow may he l p readers to l ocate more stri kes i n thei r collect ions which will 
enable me to ,compl e te the c~ts in the r ecord . 

DiLicnslons ( MM) 

PS- 17 

27 X 1 ~L.5 

PS-10 PS-18 

27. 5 X 18 

PS, ·'i?. I have exar.1plos on I P IVc , Ve, and VI ( 377G ) , and Seymour Blomfield 
a lsCJ l'.:.s m oxa.n:rpl e on I P Ve. All the strikes are in black. Two of them show t he 
ar?o. a:c t he bottom of. t 1e outer label ; both indid-ate the presenc e of an ornament, 
bu:; ;: ~ithcr w.akcs clear the detail of thi s ornament. It i s l ikel y to be similar to 
th::; L1. PS-·10 , a r..:a r ki.r1g 1:1hi ch has the i denti cal outer label i nscription. (Incidentally, 
t.2:.'. ::-:-:r'!.ur:'3nt i s mi s s i ng fror11 Pfl-10 in t he current issue of t he data s heets). 

:i;\3··-"'2-. J ha-ve t >J;o t;;;:nwples on I P VI ( 377A and 377I ) • One is struck in black , 
~~': ...... c ~~i';)r in bl ne. The i n:..:cri p t ion in the centre i s practically certain to be 
SJ:~;xc;:E RIFiti'TI . Ths bot ·i;om of -~he outer label is undoubtedly ALESSANDRIA; the rest 
:.':; : :::-".'1ly conj ectural at pr esent, but it c ould well be POSTE KEDEVIE EGIZIANE . 

r.,:·_-I Crco. s nd obser vaticns 0 n PS- 3.5 .. ...-----·~- ---...P. ~__......._,-.o;c...-,_.;_. _ _ ___ _ 

'i'BL -~~I.-KiBIR . I l :wo e:u~mples on IP Va ( TEL EL KIBIR 224a ) , and IP Vc ( TEL EL 
J~ICC~ 32 ,a and EL .. ?EL BL KIBIR 321 ) • The strikes are in bl ue as well a s black, and 
thE:· cut n~de fro:n t hom is shovm in Figure 1. The third l etter of t he town name seems 
t o t ~ T~ c.nd not t he t jr'.~:'l t1 ·c H given i n the data sheet s. 

( Cn·::l'AR\ ) • My J>.<>.:::t~st. ike in black on IP I VA ( KANTARA 129. ) is s hown in 
Fi g-ul'0 2 . Unfc::.:-tuna teJ.y , 0nl y part of the first let t er of the t own name is visible 
- t he ;,.•<.;st f alls <JI' f t~'.3 i r..t ex-pos tal - and i t jus t might be the letter C. Its 
position ru.les out ·the pos -sibili ty t hat this i s a strike of TEL-EL-KI BIR . 

lig 1 

25 X 15o5 
Fig 2 

(25 X 14 .5) 

Fig 3 
26.5 X 16.5 
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The markings in Figures 1 and 2 are very similar and the cancellers must have 
been made from practically identical basic dies. If we now consider Figure 3 , whi ch 
is the illustr ation for PS-3.5 in the data sheets, it can be seen that this differs 
in several significant respects including size . We could, of course, be deal i ng 
with a seco~d and different die for TEL EL KIBIR. However, the illustration was 
taken from a cut in the record vlhich was made, not from original material, but from 
a phot ograph or tracing sent in by a collector. It is much more likely that the 
info;."rnation was misleading or inaccurate, and that this second version of the marking 
does not really exist. 

POSTAL ~~INGS 188o-1952 

AN' APPEAL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SOME MARKINGS OF UNCERTAIN TYPE 

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198) 

The record for study VI contains a number of markings which are not fully 
~~derstood, either because we have been unable to decipher the indicia in t he mar kings, 
or b~cause there is some doubt about their use or function. These markings are 
illustrated and detailed in the following paragraphs, and I would appreciat e heari ng 
from anyone who can clarify their position or who has examples on cover. 

Q1e. Q1b Q1c 

The three Q1 markings are clearly rel ated to each other by the French 
11Renseignements" (= information) and the Arabic ..::,.\.,~ \ (= enquiries ). Q1a 
was found on interpostal type XI; Q1 b as incomplete part-strikes on a 1933 2m Air 
Mai l fui d on a 1938 2m Postage fr~e; and ~1c on an official sealing label . The 
mark.i.ngs are in the record under a provisional "InformationH type. It i s s uggested 
that there was (and is ?) a section in the post office which answered questions about 
the ser·; ice and which had a canceller of its own to use on replies . 

Q2 

Q2 was found on a 1922 5m Crown Overprint. The strike was incomplete ; the 
lower and presumably Arabic part, which might have helped to identify it, unfortunately 
fell off the stamp. '.rhe indicium "C. 0. S • " is unknown in any other marking. 

0..3 and Q4 are illustrated together as it is likely that they are rel a t ed. Q3 i s 
not t oo uncommon and has been seen on 1884 5pi, 1888 10pi, 1893 2pi, 1889 4m Postage 
J)Ue ? nnd int erpostal type XI. An early suggestion was t :hat M.I. = Minis t r y of 
Inf orw.acion, so that Q3 would be a similar type of marking to Q1 above. 
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Q3 , Q!+ 

Q4 was recently found on interpostal type VI ( 377B and 377G ), both strikes 
dated 21 Feb 92, and also on a 1879 2pi, the strike dated 14 Jun 93. The inter­
postal 377G is almost always cancelled by some sort of Cash marking, hence the latest 
suggestion that M.I. = Mandats Internationaax, and that M.P.I. = Mandats Postaux 
I nt ernationaux. 

Q5 ro-v-rt 

Q5 is on a cover in the collection of P.A.S .Smith, and is 
the only example recorded to date of this type of marking. The 
cover is addressed to Cairo. On the front it bears a 1923 5m 
cancelled by Q5, there is also a further strike of Q5; it is 
back-s tamped Akmin, Cairo- Asyut & V.V. TPO, and Cairo. 

DIYABAT Di yabat has been described as a "very SrDIJ!.ll place" 
(presumably near Akhmin ?) . Perhaps some "very small places" 

used this type of marking in lieu of the normal c.d.s., and this 
could explain its rarity; alternatively it could be a type of rural service or 
temporary marking. 

AN ALEXANDRI A "LAZARET" POSTMARK by V. Denis Vandervelde 15 January 197£ 

I t is now clear, beyond reasonable doubt, tr~t there was a lazaretto in Alexandria 
in the l atter half of the 19th cent ury. This establishment, in addition to housing 
the passengers and crew of ships arriving in times of epidemic, also disinfected mail. 
The cachet certifying disinfection (which seems to have been in use only briefly) is 
dealt with at length in "Prati que" , organ of the Disinfected Mail Study Circle, and 
interested readers are urged to apply to me at 25 Sincl air Grove , London N.W.11 for 
membership(£ 3.50 or U.S. $ 7.00 per annum). 

But a very different marking has now come to light , strongly suggesting that the 
establishment was still functioning (not necessarily in the same way, of course) in 
the early years of the 20th century. Unfortunately, the only strike so far seen by 
me is on a pair of adhesive stamps and illegibly dated. The handstamp is a 27 mm cds 
with ALEXANDRIA round the top, with LAZARET in a horizontal plane immediately beneath, 
and the date in a s ingle line belO\.t that, across the diameter of the circle. The 
lower half is in Arabic, as usual at this period. 

Until a dated cover turns up, hypotheses may be unwise, but in 1900 Trieste had a 
postbox at its comparable institution, which used a bi-lingual c.d.s . reading 
"Seelazaret 11 • So there is at least a likelihood that there was a similar box at 
Alexandria, intended for the use of passengers of qtk~rantined ships. Can any reader 
confi-rm, preferably with dates of usage ? 

EDITOR'S NOTE: the reproduction is from a poor original phot ocopy. 
The year is not distinguishable and i t is not known whether the 
adhes ives are chalk-surfaced and thus 1902 or later. 

ESC Hernber Hamdouh Abou-Alam kindly translated: "the Arabic words 
at the lower half of t he cancel ~i __/~ mean "Medical 
Quarantine" more or less the translation of 'Lazaret' and this term 
is usually used for special quar antine in ports and airports when 
they P~ve to check for valid Certificates of Health. The other 
word "' J ,__;_c_ 1 is Alexandria • 


