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NEW ISSUES - March 1976 to January 1977

Note: not all illustrations are actual size - please see dimensions in data sheets
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LETTERS ¢to the EDITOR e - B

from F.W.Benians (ESC 123) - "The Book?

" I strongly support Mr Rudi Jeidel (ESC 129) in his contention that the information we
do have in each of the studies be published in the Q.C. and the membership also be
encouraged to update this from their own resources.

" TLong before Mr Jeidel made his point I had personally begun to work on these lines.
The 'Hotel' study entrusted to me has been brought up to date and has now been published
in the Q.C. As a direct result two previously unrecorded datestamps and one meter mark
from the Hilton Hotel have come to light.

" Ten years or so ago John Firebrace and the late Charles Minett passed over to me the
EPP portion of their own military studies. It has been an amazing and rewarding
experience to me, how at every stage the help and goodwill of many people has been
extended to me - so that in the end it has been possible to publish a bock on the results
for the benefit of all. These projects of mine would not have been possible if not

only the holders of major collections, but the owners of the odd cover or so had not co-
operated. It may be that the single item holds the key to solving a problem.

" When a work is published it is important that due acknowledgement is given to the
sources of the information it contains.

W T view with concern Mr Ron Harris's contention that his correspondence has not been
answered. But we must be mindful that a ready made answer may not always be svailable.
The results of getting data together must be measured in terms of years and not days or
weeks before a sufficient amount has been collated for a tentative answer to be suggested.
Also most of us have workaday careers to look after.

" However, if Mr Harris or any cother member may care to correspond with me or via the
Q.C. on any of the following topics they will be assured of a reply :-

World War 1 = Military Postal History; Civil Censorship
World War 2 =  Military Postal History; Civil Censorship
'Hotel’ Postal markings 7

- F.W.Benians, 27 The Lawns, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8BH

***  Beginning with the very early days of ESC, there has been continual discussion about
publishing °The Book' (a virtual encyclopoedia of Egypt philately and postal history).
Those wanting to publish parts of it as soon as a reasonable amount of information has
been assembled have lost the argument to those who aim at perfection before anything is
put into print. 1In your Editor's view, this is a tragic mistake, and much research has
been lost, perhaps permanently. Jim Benians® experience is that an interim publication
will attract new information which would not otherwise have been found -~ a stromngpoint

in favour of publishing incomplete information, rather than none. What do Study

Leaders think ? Can we hear from those who are willing to publish now - and from those
who are not ? -  Editor.

from P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) = Auction Catalogues

" I should like to mention the question of Auction Catalogues. There are so many
auctioneers now operating that it is beyond my pocket to subscribe to all their catalogues
and I am wondering whether those interested could club together to subscribe to a
reasonable number and pass them round - or circulate Xerox copies at cost. "

- P. E. Whetter

e Do we have a workable idea here ? Members willing to join in Pip Whetter's
Auction Catalogue Circle should contact him. If there is a good response, ESC will
consider asking Auction Houses for free copies, in view of the potential buying reader-
ship = Editor.
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QUESTION TIME o« # o
Qo Time 1 R.A.F. Airmail Service from Cairo to Baghdad

This question was raised by Bill Andrews in the June Issue and three Members have
contributed replies to this.

First, chronologically, was a letter from John Firebrace (ESC 71) enclosing a copy
page from the late Charles Minett's collection, which is reproduced as the September
Frontispiece on page 52.

John also supplied a copy of another cover, which unfortunately will not reproduce,
being an example of official mail. It is addressed to an officer whose name and squadron
have been obliterated, at R.A.F. Hinaidi, Baghdad, Iragq. It bears the cachet of the
Accounting Section, 21 Squadron, with manuscript date, 15. 5. 23, presumably the sender
and their despatch date. On the cover is a straight-line datestamp, 16 May 1923, which
is presumably the receiving date at the Flight. The cover is headed: "Per Air Mail
Cairo - Baghdad". A circular stamp ARMY SIGNALS dated 26.V.23 was applied at Hinaidi,
as was a similar stamp, but with blank periphery, having 'AHQ - 26.V.23' in the centre.

Next, Pip Whetter (ESC 133) wrote in to say that he has a cover which was flown on
the first weekly service by Imperial Airways from Cairo to Baghdad, which left Cairo on
6th April 1927. In his write-up of this item, he noted: "In January 1927, Imperial
Airways took over the 'Desert Service' between Cairo and Baghdad previously operated by
the R.A.F. and at the same time extended it to Basra on the Persian Gulf. The service
operated fortnightly until 6th April 1927 when a weekly service was introduced!.

Finally, Stan Horesh (ESC 188) dealt with this at the ESC Meeting on August 12 and has
provided material for copying. He has produced the following Table to show the
development of this route :-

2k Feb 1919 1st Flight Baghdad - Cairo; cachet A2 in conjuntion with
F.P:0., 55

6 May 1919 R.A.F. made first flight in a single day.

12 May 1919 Lots 2606 and 2606A in the John Gilbert Egypt Sale comprise covers
to U.K. from Irag with red cachets CIVIL POSTS / IRAQ / AERIAL
and backstamped FPO 85

bk Aug 1921 First mail from England (1 official letter) carried over Cairo to
Baghdad air line. Arrived Baghdad 17.8.21.

21 Aug 1921 First Acceptance from U.K. (official correspondence only) for Cairo
to Baghdad service.,

13 Oct 1921 First Acceptance from U.K. for public mails, Cairo - Baghdad line.
Air rate 1/- per oz. Endorsement By Air Cairo - Baghdad'.
Service operated on October 13th and 20th, then fortnightly.

15 Dec 1921 U.K. air fee reduction from 1/~ to 6d per oz for Cairo - Baghdad
Acceptances.

1922=23% Bi-weekly service Baghdad - Cairo; cachet A3 and Official Mail
impressed with A4.

28 Nov 1923 U.K. air fee reduction from 6d to 3d per oz for Cairo - Baghdad
acceptances.

(We are glad to acknowledge the source of the Table sbove as the Robson Lowe Encyclopedia
Volume III and Francis J. Field: "British Airmails").

Stan Horesh also produced the following material at the Meeting, and this is illustrated
on pages 69, 70 :-

Reproductions of cachets in Robson Lowe Encyclopoedia, Volume III (Our reproduction
is with the kind permission of Robson Lowe).

Strike of cachet A4 on two separate pieces.

Covers from London and Hastings to Baghdad on 20 June 1923 and 23 Aug 1923
respectively.

"Question Time" continues on page 71
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R.A.F. AIRMAIL SERVICE -  CAIRO to BAGHDAD

Both Covers are back-stamped BAGHDAD CANTONMENT 10 July 23; 15 Sep 23
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70
R.A.F. AIRMAIL SERVICE - CAIRC to BAGHDAD - the CACHETS

A1
POSTAL SERVILE MEF

AERIAL POST-BAGHDAD.-DELH|

PER

HANDLEY-PALE AERCPLANE

1

A2 POSTAL SERVICE .M.&.F. .
Reproduced by kind
AERIAL MAIL BAGHDAD-CAIRO permission of
s Robson Lowe
BY. JST. WING.R.AF MESoPoTAMIA | ’

12

AS

BY ATR SERVICE l

(430

e

Cachet A4 on piece
J.S.Horesh Collection
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QUESTION TIME (continued)
Q. Time 2 Plating of British Forces' Seals

This question was also posed by Bill Andres in the June Issue but unfortunately there
have been no replies - dare we say - yet ?

Q. Time 3 - submitted by Ron Harris (ESC 182)

Coding of Cairo Machine Cancels

" Recently while browsing through a pile of commercially used envelope, I found a buff
window envelope with a machine cancel, This is a Cairo D cancel dated 31. 3. 59,

with wavy lines. The second line down is broken at the right end and in the gap
provided is an arabic "15", On the rear is an identical machine cancel of Alexandria
A dated 1. 4. 59, but this does not have the gap in the wavy lines.

Can anyone give me any further information on this, and why it is used ?

After finding this I took a look at the rest of the covers used around the same time
and this is not on any of them. #

** Please see illustration on page 72. This Question shows the points of interest
which can arise from modern material - I hope we shall have a big response - Editor.

am ap eo @ @0 e» @ e @an =

UPDATA = Update your Data !

Updata 3 =~ submitted by A. Schmidt (ESC 198) -  ALEXANDRIA "“LAZARET" Postmark

" Denis Vandervelde has been good enough to lend me the stamp pair bearing thisstrike
as noted in QC No. 105, page 29. I have made a nearly complete cut for the Record, it
is illustrated on page 72. The stamps are the 1888 5m, and the year date on the strike
is not clear but is almost certainly 1893 or 1895. v

Updata 4 =~ submitted by A, Schmidt - TEL-EL-KIBIR (QC 105, pages 27-28)

" Mark Dorman has two part-strikes in black on Interpostal Seal IP VII and IP VIII
which are both of the type shown in Figure 1. He has kindly lent them to me to
complete the cut of this strike, it is illustrated on page 72. With these extra
examples to measure, the size averages out at 25 x 15 mms. "

Updata 5 - submitted by C.E.H.Defriez (ESC 172) =~  ‘'STAR and BRIDGE' Cancel

" Reference the article in Sept/Dec 1977 QC (Nos 103-104), page 81, by Th. Dacos on the
""Star and Bridge" cancellations, the earliest known date for SUEZ is given there as
5.II1.08. I have a cancellation of 11.VII.O07 in my collection and I enclose a photo-
copy (Reproduced on page 72). I don't know Mr Dacos' address to advise him nor do I
know if anyone is doing a study on this subject, so I thought I would let you know for
the'Q.C, ¢

Updata 6 = submitted by J.F.Cousins (ESC 202) - SEAMEN®'S HOME, ALEXANDRIA

" At an ESC meeting earlier in the year I was chatting to a member about the above and
gathered that its exact location was uncertain. However, browsing through a '"Services
Guide to Alexandria' which has been lurking in my ‘archives’ for some 35 years, 1 came
across two references :-

(1) " ., . the Seamen's Home at Quay 33, within the Docks"
(2) " Seamen's Home, Club & Hostel, Gate No. 22, Customs House."

" T don't know the name of the member I was talking to and in any case thought the
information might be of interest to other members who have come across the "Seamen's
Home" cancellation and wondered where it was located. "

**  Qur thanks are due to Members who go to the trouble of supplying information and,
where appropriate, illustrations so that we can all increase our store of knowledge.
Let's have much more - let's be dazzled by all the light at present hidden under bushels !

- Editor
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AMBULANT / T.P.O. with single TOWN NAME

Mr A. Schmidt (ESC 198) writes as follows and has provided the c.d.s. illustrations.

Our President, Professor P. A. S. Smith, is researching the Egyptian T.P.O.
cancellations with a single town name and the as yet unclear circumstances under which
they were used. A considerable number of covers will need to be analysed before any
firm conclusions are drawn, and he would be very grateful if readers could send him
Xerox copies (front and back) of any covers they may possess bearing these single-
town cancellations.

The normal towns encountered are SUEZ and PORT-TAUFIQ, with a number of types

as illustrated.
gU £ Q:YTAl/p
(AMBULANT) VATION LoD

27 11-05Tn 151'[ 02. Zf’rTS (145&7.51 102
] G2,
e =

Two incomplete strikes for BALTIN and MANSURA are in the Record, and
ALEXANDRIA has been reported.

[ 26193 L 14U -
AMBULANT MANSURA
BALTIM TR.O.

QUESTION TIME 3 - Arabic '15' in wavy-line Machine Cancel (see page 71)
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