




































N E W I S S U E S by C. E. H. Defriez 

(all stamps are printed Ro togravure by Postal Printing House , A.R.Egypt , and 
are watermark Mult iple Eagle, unless noted otherwise). 

SG Number 

1340 

1341 

1342 

1343 

1344 

1345 

1346 

1347 

D E F I N I T I V E 

Denominat ion 

1 mill 

5 m 

10 m 

20 m 

50 m 

55 m 

85 m 

100 m 

S T A M P S 

Desi gn 

The Sakiahs, Fayoum 

Pigeon holes 

Statue of Horus 

El Refai Mosque, Cairo 

El Syrian Abbey , Wady el Netroon 

Edfu Temple 

Me dom Pyramid 

Facade of Abu el Abbas el Morsy Mosque, 
Alexandria 

El Sawary Column, Alexandria, and Sphinx 

Arab horse 

121 

1348 

1349 

1350 

200 m 

500 m 

£E 1 Bird (floor decoration from Akrraton's Palace) 

Date of i ssue 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforat ion 

COMMEMORATIVE Stamps 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denominat ion 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

SG 1340 - 1348 

23rd July 1978 

100 stamps (10 x 10) 

25 x 30 mm 

11 

SG 1351 

11th Cairo Internat ional 
Fair 

15th March 1978 

Lotfy el Sawaf 

Fair emblem 

20 mills 

35 s t amps (7 X 5) 

40 x 4o mm 

SG 1349 & 1350 

27th Febr uary 1978 

25 stamps (5 x 5) 

42 x 50 mm 

X 11 

SG 1352 

150th Anniversary of Kasr el 
Ainy Medical School 

18th March 1978 

Lotfy el Sawaf 

The Medical School 

20 mills 

50 stamps (5 x 10) 

43 x 26 mm 

Perforation x 11 

·Quantity printed 1 ,000,000 1 ,ooo ,ooo 

Supplementary The Fair was held from 
11th to 25th March 1978 and 
had its own Pos t Office 

Have you made any discoveries of varieties in Egypt New Issues ? not just 
the issues covered by the present series on New Issues by Mr C.E.H.Defriez, but 
any post-Monarchy issues. 

If so, please report to the Q.C. so that your information can be shared 
among all the Circle members. 



N E W I S S U E S 

SG 1338 

December 1977 to July 1978 
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NEW I S S U E S by C. E. H. Defriez 

Commemorative St amps 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designers 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perfor ation 

Quant ity printed 

Supplementary 

SG 1353 

Martyrs killed in Cyprus 

30th March 1978 

SG 1354 

Saber Saida and E . el Tahtawy 

Youssef el Sebai Group of commandos 

20 mil ls 20 mills 

50 stamps 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11~ 

1~000 , 000 

The two designs were issued in se-tenant pairs within 
the sheet . 

SG 1355 

12th Alexandria Biennale 

1st April 1978 

Lotfy el Sawaf 

Biennal e Medal and Statue, Port Said 

20 mills 

35 stamps (7 x 5) 

40 x 40 mm 

1 1~ 

1,000,000 

The Exhibition is held every two years to display the arts 
of painting, sculpture~ drawing andmgraving . 

SG 1356 SG 1357 

W o r l d H e a l t h 

7th _April 1978 

Lotfy el Sawaf 

D a y 

Child with Smallpox 

20 mills 

35 stamps ( 7 x 5) 

40 x 40 mm 

11~ 

1,000,000 

World eradicat ion of 
Smallpox 

Heart and Arrow 

20 mills 

50 stamps (10 x 5) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11~ 

1~000,000 

World Hypertension Month 

CONGRATULATI ONS to Mr Ran . E. Harris (ESC 182) of Bury St Edmunds. He won 
the Jim Herbert trophy of the Bury St Edmunds Philatelic Society with his entry 
covering all the £E 1 values, with overprints, and including varieties. 

Are you keepi ng Egypt on the philatel ic map in some way ? 
(and other Circle members) know of your achievements. 

if so, let us 
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N E W I S S U E S by C. E.H . Defriez 

Commemorative Stamps 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denominat;Lon 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perfor ation 

Quantity printed 

Supplement a r y 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designers 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforat i on 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

SG 1358 

7th Anniversary of 
Rectification Movement 

15t h May 1978 

Lot fy el Sawaf 

Pr esident Sadat 

20 mills 

50 stamps (5 x 10) 

31 x 50 mm 

11 

11 000,000 

SG 1360 

SG 1359 

25th Anniversary of General 
Organisation of Insurance 
and Pensions 

15th May 1978 

Lotfy el Sawaf 

Emblem , Beneficiaries and 
Olive Br anch 

20 mills 

50 stamps (5 x 10) 

50 x 31 mm 

11 

1,000,000 

SG 1361 

26th Anniversar y of the Revolution 

23r d July 1978 23rd July 1978 

A. E.K. el Hoseiny & Lotfy el Sawaf 

Map of New Cities and 
Regions 

20 mills 

50 s t amps 

Ear of wheat on may of 
Egypt 

45 mills 

( 10 X 5) 

31 x 50 mm 

11 

1 ,0001000 

The 1Green Revolution ' 

5001000 

I nt egration between Egypt 
and the Sudan 

SOME NOTES ON BOOKLET ISSUES by Peter Andrews (ESC 122) 

Many Auctioneers when describing booklets use the H. R. Work Catalogue of 
Booklets as a reference and unless one is in possession of such a catalogue these 
references are ei ther confusing or meaningless. 

For some considerable time I have tried unsuccessfully to obtain a copy of 
the Work Catalogue and am indebted to 'Pip ' Whetter (ESC 133) for an extract of 
the r elevant Egypt sec t ion which is repr oduced here for the benefi t of members 
whose search has also been in vain . 

Having recourse to this list one is now aple to relate the par ticular booklet 
as described in an auc tion lot , but alas, the list is not entirely accurate and 
requires some amplification before use in study or for "writing up" a booklet 
collection . 

The first three booklets were produc ed by Thomas De La Rue & Co o Ltd of 
London utilising stamps of the then current issue with star and crescent watermar k. 

o o . continued 



SOME NOTES ON BOOKLET ISSUES continued 

All booklets had interl eaving of paraffin waxed paper, commonly used in hot 
countries to prevent stamps adhering to each other. 

125 

W1) 1st January 1903 . 4 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh 41, two staples Left-Hand Side, 
black on pink . This booklet was put on sale at 121 milliemes but was not 
popular, due no doubt to the one millieme surcharge and a Postal Circular 
of 16th June 1911 stated that "starting the 1st July following , the booklets 
containing 24 stamps of 5 milliemes will be sold at 120 milliemes instead 
of 121 milliemes" . 

W2) 1st July 1903 . 4 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh 39, two staples L.H.S., black on 
blue. The selling price of this booklet (73 milliemes) seemed to be just 
as unpopular , but in this case the booklets were distributed to Post Offices 
to be sold over the counter as loose stamps according to a Postal Circular 
dated 15th October 1907. 

These first two booklets were manufactured from sheets of 240 s tamps (comprising 
four panes of 60 in 6 rows of 10 ) each pane providing 10 booklet pane~ of six 
stamps (2 x 3) . 

W3) 8t h January 1914. 4 panes 6 x 5 mill, Zh 48, two staples either L. or 
R.H.S., black on pink. Again the original sale price of 125 milliemes was 
reduced to 120 mil.liemes from 1st January 1919 as stated in a Postal 
Circular of 29tb December 1918. As stamps of this issue were printed in 
sheets of -200 (comprising two panes of 100 in 10 rows of 10), a special 
forme of 240 subjects was produced and printing carried out on stocks of 
paper remaining from the previous stamp issues. This format produced 
stamps wi t h sideways watermark and, depending on the· relative position of 
t he sheets when put t o pr ess , can be found with the crescent open to either' 
right or left (Zh 48b or Zh 48c). 

From 1921 the printing of Egyptian postage s t amps was carried out by Harrison & 
Sons Ltd of London and from this date a new wat ermark, the multiple star and 
crescent, came int o use . 

W4) 12t h June 1921 . 4 panes 6 x 5 mill , Zh 60 , two staples, L. H. S., black on 
pink, sold at 120 milliemes. 

This booklet had white paper interleaves between the panes of stamps but in this 
case there were five such interleaves and each carried an advertisement either 
side in either English, French or Arabic. Advertisements were also printed on 
both sides of the back cover and inside the front cover, with details of the 
booklet make-up and price print ed in English and Arabic on the outer front cover . 

W5) November 1921. 4 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh 61, two staples ' L. H.S. , black on 
pink , sold at 120 mills . Interleaving now reverted to plain paraffin waxed 
sheets and the advertising experiment abandoned. 

W6) 14th April 1923. 4 panes 6 x 5 mill, Zh 73. II, one staple L.H .S. , black on 
pink . On the 15th March 1922 Egypt became an independent Kingdom and the 
then current stamp issues received an overprint of a Royal Crown and an 
Arabic inscriptioi_l with date commemorating the event . A special forme was 
prepared by the_National Printing Works at Boulac comprising six impressions 
(3 x 2) of the overpri~t (small crQwn~ type II, see Zeheri Catalogue, 1972, 
pp 71 & 72). Existing booklets (no. .• 5) were taken apart, each pane of 

..stamps overprinted separately and the booklets reconstituted with a single 
-sta ple fixirig (booklet panes s'how the marks of the two stapling operations) . 

. ' ' 

W7) 1923/24 4 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh -86 two staples black on pink 
sold at 120 mills 

1923/24 2 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh 86 
1 pane 6 x 10 mill Zh 87 
1 pane 6 x 15 mill Zh 88 

two staples black on pink 

-· 
These latter two booklets ar·e rather a mystery since there seems to be no 
record of the dates of printing or issue and no evidence of the printing 
plate make-up, but both types are described in the Byam Sale Catalogue 
within lots 738 and '739 . 

continued 
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SOME NOTES ON BOOKLET ISSUES continued 

Subsequent issues of Egyptian stamps were printed by the Egyptian State Survey 
Department and from 1926 to 1943 booklets were manufactu~ed from sheets of 120 
stamps comprising two panes of 60 (each 6 x ·JO) separated by a vertical plain 
gutter the widt h of a normal ctamp. During the reign of King Fuad the panes of 
60 stamps intended for booklet manufacture contained three stamps upright and 
three stamps inverted in each :!.'OW ~ thus when the panes were cut and bound on the 
l eft hand side, an equal quantity of booklets had upright and inverted watermarks·. 

w8) 8th January 1927 . 4 panes 6 x 5 mill Zh 103 , stitched at 
pink, sold at 1 20 milliemes . This issue was the first of 
delivered to ~he Post Office on 8- 1- 27 (W8), 2-5-28 (W9), 
7-7-32 , 7- 8- 34 and 7-9-35 · 

L.H.S . , black on 
a long series 

7-6- 30, 13-7-31 , 

W10) 14th October 1930 . 2 panes 
1 pane 
1 pane 

6 x 5 mill Zh 103, stitched at L.H .S., black on 
6 x 10 mill Zh 104 blue 
6 X 15 mill Zh 107 

W11) 21st Oc t ober 1936. 4 panes 6 x 5 mill , Zh123, stitched at L.H.S . , black on 
pink . This booklet and a furt her issue on 15th September 1937 contained 
stamps bear ing t he head of Fuad with modified frame (Pastes) and were sold 
for 120 milliemes. 

From 1937 a change in the method of booklet manufacture is observed and booklets 
are stitched at either right or left . Shee ts of stamps still contained 120 
stamps in t wo panes of 60 but did not have the tete-beche arrangement and any 
inverted watermarks are the result of sheets of paper being inverted when put to 
press. The s tamps .showing King Far ouk in civilian dress and having watermark 
Royal Crown and Ar abic letter F . 

W12) 29th June 1938 . 4 panes 6 x 5 mill , Zh 131 , stitched L or R. , black on 
pink. Again a number of deliveries were made to the Pos t Office on 
29- 6-38 (W12), 29- 4-39, 8-1~40 and 6-11 -41, all booklets being sold at 
120 milliemes each . 

W13) 29t h April 1939. 2 panes 6 x 5 mill, Zh 131, stitc hed L or R, black on blue . 
1 pane 6 x 10 mill Zh 133 
1 pane 6 x 15 mi ll Zh 135 

W12 and W13 also had a further ~nnovation in that t he interleaving was changed 
to a br ownish white paper wi t h postal advice (in Ar abic) to the purchaser . 

(Work appears to have assumed that sinc e the ' Boy King ' stamps were i ssued in 
1937 the bookle ts were also issued during t hat year ). 

I n 1941 booklet manufactur e was stopped and the shee ts of stamps prepared for 
this purpose were distribut ed t o Post Of fi ces for over-counter sales . These 
stosks contained stamps of 20 milliemes denomination but as faT as can be 
ascert ained t his value was never included in any booklet issue . 20 millieme 
blocks are extant but none so far as I am aware show the t ell-tale booklet 
stitching ma-r ks and it is somewhat of a mystery why Work included his W14 unless~ 
having seen shee t s or control blocks of t his stamp from the booklet forme, he 
assumed that booklets had been manufa c tured . 

W15 ) 26t h May 1942. 5 panes 6 x 6 mill, Zh 132, stitched 1. or R., black on 
pink. These booklets sold for 180 milliemes and there was a further 
delivery to t he Post Office on 27-6-43 . It would seem that again Work 
assumed booklet production at time of stamp issue. 

Once again booklet production ceased and the sheets of stamps were forwarded to 
Pos t Offices for sale over the counter . 

From 1951 booklet manufacture recommenced with the stamps now depicting King 
Farouk in military uniform. Sheets of stamps for booklet production underwent 
a further change and each printing sheet which previously held 120 impressions 
now had only 54, disposed as 9 booklet sheets of 6 (3 x 2) and printed in three 
rows of three. Eac.h booklet pane was cut directly from the sheet and formed a 
' miniature sheet 1 with s e lvedge on all sides, thus allowing left or right - hand 
stitching at will. Contr ol numbers were lost during the cutting of these sheets . 

• • , continued 
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SOME NOTES ON BOOKLET ISSUES continued 

W16) 1951 

W17) 1952 

4 panes 6 .x 10 mill Zh 151, s t itched L. or R. , black on pink. 
sold for 240 milliemes 

2 panes 6 x 4· mill Zh 149, s titched L. or R., black on pink. 
2 panes 6 x 10 mill . Zh 151 
1 pane 6 x 22 mill Zh 155 
sold for 300 milliemes 

Unsold booklets were wi t hdrawn f r om sal e on the abdication of King Farouk and 
used by t he Parcels Of fi ce of Cairo Central Pos t Office before these stamps 
became obs olete . 

W18) 1954 4 panes 6 .x 10 mill Zh 219, stitched L. or R. black on pink 
s old for 240 milliemes 

Manufac t ured i n exactly similar manner t o W16 these stamps also had the 
Royal Cr own and Arabic watermark . 

This article, like Topsy , has vgrowad' somewhat from the few explanatory notes 
intended whils t looking t hrough the Work _listing but it is hoped that it will 
give assistance t o anyone wit h an interest in t he stamp booklets of Egypt. 

To those requiring furt her infor mat ion 1 the art i cles by A. J.Revell and J , Boulad 
d ' Humieres i n L.O.P , No. 127 1 pp 291-303 , and L.O.P , No. 11 4, ~P 412-427, 
t ogether with t he excellent bi bl iography fol l owi ng t hat article are recommended 
reading ·peter Andrews (ESC 122) 

EXTRACT FROM THE H. R.WORK CATALOGUE OF BOOKLETS 1958 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 o 
6. 
7· 
8. 
9· 

10. 

11 0 

12 . 

14 . 

15 . 

16. 
17. 

18 

1903 

1903 

1914 

1921 

1921 
1922 
1924 
1927 
1929 
1930 

1936 
1937 

1937 

1937 

1940 

1944 
1945 

1955 

4 panes of 6 5m ca r mi ne r ose Stapled Black on pink $ 90 
Value 120m, pric e 125m 

4 panes of 6 3m or ange " Black on blue 80 
Value 72m , pric e 73m 

4 panes of 6 5m l ake " Black on pi nk 
Value 120m, price 125m 65 

4 panes of 6 5m lake " " " 
Value 120m Wmk mult. crescent & star 60 

4 panes of 6 5m pink St apled " " 45 
4 panes of 6 5m pink: Cr own Over print Stapled " " 50 
120m 4 panes of 6 5m br own St itched 11 11 30 
120m 4 panes of 6 5m ches t nut " Bl ue on pink 30 
120m 4 panes of 6 5m dark r ed br own " Black on pi nk 25 
210m 2 panes of 6 5m " Black on blue 

1 pane of 6 10m; 1 pane of 6 15m 30 
120m 4 panes of 6 5m Stitched Black on pink 20 
120m 4 panes of 6 5m Stitched right and left 

Interleaves plain or printed Black on pi nk 10 
270m 2 panes of 6 5m Stitched right & left 

1 pane of 6 10m 
1 pane of 6 15m 

Interleaves pl ain or printed Bl a ck on bl ue 20 
270m 2 panes of 6 5m as No. 13 

1 pane of 6 15m 
1 pane of 6 20m 25 

180m .5 panes of 6 6m St itched Black on pi nk 
right & left 10 

240m 4 panes of 6 10m as No . 15 12 
300m 2 panes of 6 4m 

2 panes of 6 10m 
1 pane of 6 22m as No . 15 20 

24Qm 4 panes of 6 10m 
Soldier with bayonet as No. 15 Stttched r ight 7i 

'sti t ched left 5 

(With acknowledgement s to the publishers of the H.R.Wbrk Catalogue of Bookle t s, 
1958 Editor ). 
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1897/98 : GERMAN FORCES ' MAIL from t he SUEZ CANAL J .D. Crosbie 
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THE GERMAN OCCUPATION OF TSINGTAU by John D. Crosbie (ESC ) 

Following agreement between the German and Chinese Governments, regarding the 
leasing of territory to Germany, German naval forces from the cruisers ''Kaiser", 
"Prinzess Wilhelm11 and "Cormoran" effected landings in the Bay of Kiautschou on 
14th November 1897. 

Back-up forces from Kiel were dispatched on the Norr.D. Liners "Darmstadt" and 
"Crefeld" , · the former sailing on 19th Dec . and the latter on 21st Dec. Both passed 
through the -Suez Canal and arrived at their destination on 31st Jan. and 7th Feb . 
1898 . 

Both carried in addi t ion t o elements of the Naval Brigade an artillery section 
and a light machine gun section . 

Very soon afterwards in view of conditions in Manila, the capital of the 
Philippines , a r ising out of the blockade of t hat port by the American fleet (in 
the ~panish-American War) it was thought necessary to send re-inforcements to the 
garrison and an element of the III Marine Battn. was sent out aboard 11Crefeld11 on 
14th July 1898 arriving Tsingtau on 31st Aug . She returned home to Kiel with 
time-expired soldiers etc. arriving on 21st Oct . The following "Marine Schiffs­
post!f numbers were allocated to these two ships and were used by all personnel 
aboard 

1. "Darmstadt11 No. 24 from 19th December 1897 to 31s t January 1898; called 
at Port Said on 29th December 1897. 

2. 11Crefeld11 No. 25 from 21st December '1897 to 7th February 1898; called at 
Port Said on 3rd January 1898. 

"Crefeld" No. 13 from 14th July t o 21st 
on outward voyage on 28th July 1898 but 
voyage home. 

October 1898. Called at Port Said 
no record of date of call on 

Reproduced on pages 128 and 130 of this issue are two cards appertaining to 
these event s , both headed Port Said and bearing the naval 11Schiffspost11 cancellations 
of the two ships. I do not have a card from 11Crefeld11 for her first voyage. 

The use of the special cards 11Nur fur Marine-Schiffsposten" is of interest. 
These cards were issued to naval ships or transports, for use of personnel aboard, 
from 1895 to 1897 and were withdrawn from use by the end of 1898, when ordinary 
postcards were allowed, but German stamps only could be cancelled with the ship's 
naval post office number. 

The mail was not forwar ded to destination via any local postal organisation but 
was collected by the Officer in charge of post aboard ship and sent by consular or 
diplomatic channels to the Naval Post Office Sorting Centre, Berlin (Berlin C2) 
for onward transmission to destination . 

QUESTION T I M E 

(.Question 7 appears on page 130) 

Q. Time 8 submit t ed by J.A.Grimmer (ESC 164) 

Mr Gerald Davis mentioned to me that, during a shortage of British Forces' Seals 
(query December 1935 ?) an emergency use was made of the 2-mills Military Telegraph 
stamp, an issue using the Fuad 2nd portrait. Can any member elaborate please ? 

MEMBERS' ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Reply to 4 . 1 (Diplomatic Mail to U.S.A.) . see Q. C. 108, pages 101-102 

Major E.L.G.MacArthur (BSC 125) telephoned with some useful information on 
subject and mentioned that the late Charles Minett was doing a study on this. 
following reply was received from Mr Kenneth D. Knight (ESC 150) . 

this 
The 

Cover No . 1 (Q.C. 108, page 102) is an example of personai mail emanating from 
a U.S. diplomatic mission overseas. I do not know the date when this service was 
introduced, and the earliest dated cover I have seen recorded is dated 23 Nov . 1944. 

/ Continued • • • 
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Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

Q. Time 7 submitted by John Firebr ac e (ESC 71) 

EGYPTIAN POST OFFICE I N SINAI ? 

130 

N.D.Liner 
"Crefeld" 

verso 

(see page 
128 for 

recto) 

Much has been written about the early Egyptian post office i n Jaffa, its 
cancellat i on and the forgeries thereof , but nowhere have I seen mention of the 
Egypt ian postal service in the Sinai in the 19th Centu~y . Indeed, I had not 
been aware of the existence of Egyptian post offices i n that area until I was 
fo~tlli~ate enough to come across a postal stat i onery envelope of 1892 with a 
cancell at:;..on reading "ARICHE" whi ch is illustrated below . 

I t i s still not certain , I suppose, that thi~3 is in f 2,ct "EL ARISH" lightly 
disgui .sed or, as we woul d expect of Egypt i an canc ellatio:1s at this time , 
Gallic ised . But I know of no other town or distric t in Egypt likely to have had 
an off i ce of this name, and t here is one small pi ece of circumstantial evidence -
the Alexandria back- stamp i s dated t hree days l ater . 'There can be fe 1v towns ·in 
Me tropolitan Egypt which- were t hree days by pos t f r om Alexandria in 1892 - mail 
from a.nyv1here in the Nile Delta would have arrived in 24 hours. Can any of our 
readers advise when this office opened , and which other cancels it used ? 

***This query was raised by Mr D. Vanderveld.e i n B.A. P .I. P . Bulletin No . 91 and 
is reproduced by ki nd permission of t he Editor. Mr John Firebrace has kindly 
undertaken to relay any i nfor mat i on back to B.A.P .I.P. 

: ~(~ ·:.?t <;~·~ :,' .,. · .. ":'· :· 

~J~l~t~:,K~.~> ~~.,~ , · ··· ·· Y?~~ 
..... 
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Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E continued 

Reply by Kenneth D. Knight to Q. Time 4.1 (continued) 

Until 1964, m~il from staff members of U.S. Missions overseas to addresses in 
the u·. s . A. required f~anking with stamps of t he country of origin at the international 
airmail rate from t hat ' country to t he U.S . Such mail was transported via the 
Diplomatic . Po~ch , t he pouches being s ent t o Washington, D.C., as Air Cargo . No 
postal mar~ings were ~pplied outside t he United St ates as these items of mail were 
never handled by. othe~ t han. U.S . postal officials. . . ~ . . . 

: on. arrival .'in Washington, 'the . mail wa·~ channeled to t he Washington City P.O. 
where ' it was postmarked. Fr equent ly the two-line cachet : "This article originally 
mailed / in t he cmmtry i ndicated by the postage" was applied. 

The r ules fo r the post ing of mail via the Diplomatic Bag were changed on 2 July 
1964. Fr om that date, either f oreign or U.S. s t amps could be used. Fr om 1 Oct . 
1966 , diplomatic mail became classified as domest i c U.S. mail. With the re­
classificati on to a domestic service and the use of only U.S . s tamps, such material 
is virtually indist inguishable from normal commercially- used U.S . covers . 

Bibliography for t he above no t es : -

( 1) S .P.A . Journal, vol. 30 No . 6, Feb . 1968, pp 369-381; "U .S. Diplomatic 
Pouch Mai l " by Col . Leonar d H. Smith, Jr . 

(2) Egyptian Topics 

(a) Januar y 1971 , p. 24 
( b) March ·1 972, p . 5:5 
( c ) May 1972, p. 80 
(d) September 1973, P• 112 

R E P 1 Y t o Q. Time 4 . 2 (T.P.O. with ' a V V' ) see Q. C. 108, pages 101 -2 

Earlies t t o answer was Major E. L.G.MacArt hur (ESC 125), with Mr J .S .Horesh 
(ESC 118) a close second. Letters from Mr K. D.Knight (ESC 150) and Mr P . Andrews 
(ESC 122) gave useful information . 

va V V' is actually i & V V' , standing f or 'and Vice-Versa' . The ampersand '&' 
can ac tually be distinguished on our illustr ation on page 102 of Q.C, 108. It 
simply means t ha t the transit took place in both directions, presumably using the 
same c.d.s ., suggesting t ha t ec onomy in t he provision of c.d.s. 1 s was the reason 
for this possibly quaint phras e . By contras t , the Egyptian Pos t Office did 
produce two separate datestamps for use by the same T.P . O. , one for each direction. 
Mr Kenneth D. Knight s t a t es that, in general, t he directional c.d.s.'s were 
issued f or us e in t he 19th Cen tury, and the abbr eviation 1 & V V' was introduced 
af t er World War 1 . 

1 E T T E R 

from t he Chairman of t he Expert Committee , Maj. E.L.G.MacArthur , M,C., C.de G. 

" The present material we are expertising consists mainl y of the 1st i~su~, 5 :pi 
and 10 pi. There is one genuine , and one f orged on piece, of the 10 pi OV@rprint 
on t he 5 pi background. Two sets of Port Fuad, a few 'King of Egypt and Sudan' 
double overprints, a cover with 1866 2 pi bisected and cancelled with the very 
rare Alexandria c.d . s . , some clandestine and one genuine Crown Overprints and 
quite a few Palestine double, misplaced and inverted overprints. " 

** An article on the ESC Expert Committee , by Maj . MacArthur, appears on pagH 109. 

The 1884 Pr ovisional Surcharge . (Zeher i 31) 20 Paras on 5 Piastres 

Prof . Peter Smi t h (ESC 74) has distinguished the different settings of t he 
surcharge . We hope to carry a full report in a future Q. C. 


