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MORE RECENT ENCOUNTERS WITH FORGERIES AND FAKES - by P.A.S.Smith (ESC 74)

PALESTINE (GAZA STRIP)

A situation somewhat analogous to that of the 1932 provisional applies to the
500m and £E 1 King Farouk issue overprinted PALESTINE. The basic stamps are
common, used, but those cverprinted for Palestine are extremely difficult to
obtain used, and are worth more than the mint. Forgeries of the overprint,
applied to used stamps, have been on the market for at least fifteen years.

They are difficult to detect, owing to the dark background of the stamps,
which makes it difficult to read cancellations or to inspect the overprint with
precision. I have seen a number of forgeries with cancellations of Egyptian
offices, such as Cairo, and impossible dates.

I have yet to find genuine copies for my collection; can anyone help ?

EARLY COVERS

In a collection of major importance on exhibit, I have seen a cover franked
with 1866 stamps cancelled at Alexandria, and addressed to Switzerland. Two
things were cbviously wrong: stamps of this issue had no franking power outside
of the Egyptian postal system, and the cancellation on the stamps, Type III, was
not introduced until about two years after the First Issue had become obsolete.

Nevertheless, the cover was otherwise very convincing, and bore quite genuine
Swiss backstamps of proper date. The stamps had been added to an otherwise
genuine cover, probably stampless, and were then provided with a forged cancellation.
A similar case was described not long ago in the Q.C.

Still another cover of similar character appeared in a major auction in April,
and was even illustrated in color. A glance at the illustration was enough to
give away its spurious nature, for it bore a Type IIT cancellation, an
impossibility for this issue, and the stamps were cancelled at Alexandria for
passage to Trieste, a journey for which they had no validity. As with the
foregoing examples, the cover iitself was genuine, although probably originally
stampless. It also bore a straight-line COL VAPORE D'ALESSANDRIA marking,
genuinely applied at Trieste on mail srriving by the Austrian post. The
auctioneers withdrew the lot as soon as its nature was pointed out to them,

The same sale featured another forgery, also later withdrawn: an 1879 10-para
- cancelled M"KASSALAY in an impossible Swiss-type of cancellation, with the name

at top, and vertical lines filling the spaces above and below the date band
(Kassala, of course, used a Type V cancellation exclusively, right up to its
closing) . :

P. A. S. Smith

COMMENT 0 N EARLIZER CONTENT of the Q. C.

re: " 5 Paras 1879 - The ‘Joined Characters' Flaw

Informaticn regarding the sheet gutter margins watermark !* POSTES EGYPTIENNES "
for issues after 1884 is requested by Ibrahim Chaftar in his article as above,
Zeh 23b and 23d, which appeared in Q.C. Vol. X, No. 1 (March 1978) .

From the small amount of materisl to hand I can confirm that the following do
have this type of gutter watermark :-

1) 1884 10 para green Zeh 32 definitive
2) 1906 L mills red 7eh 40 "

%) 1888 5 mills rose Zeh 471 1

Ly 1889 2 pi orange Zeh 18 postage due

Items (3) and (4) have of course the red security pillars in the central margin
but the watermark can be quite plainly seen. Mr Chaftar's article seems to prove
that the 5 para with large upright watermark is part of the 1884 printing and I
can confirm that this too has the gutter watermark " POSTES  EGYPTIENNES".

- P. Andrews (ESC 122)




1922 Cover with Italian-language impressed Seal - Peter Smith Collection
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A NEW POSTATL STATIONERY HANDSTAME
AND
EXCEPTIONALLY LATE U S E OF ITALIAN

by P. A, S. Smith (ESC 74)

I recently had a look at a cover that had lain unappreciated in a box of

mine for nearly thirty years, and was astonished to find that it bore a postal
marking of most unusual character. It is a 1922 cover, sent by Registered Mail
from Cairo to New York, and overfranked by a set of the unoverprinted Harrison
stamps of 1921, which were thus used at just about the changeover to the Crown
Overprint series. The reverse is illustrated ( on page 152 ) for it bears the
interesting feature: Sealing Wax impressed with a circular handstamp reading

" * POSTE EGIZIANE * CAIRO ", with an upright Crescent and Star in the center.

Impressions in wax are very difficult to illustrate, but I think a few
details may show through. The style of this handstamp is typical of the early
P.S. markings, but its type is new; unone of the recorded types have the same
inscription, except for +type PS-3%.5, which, however, has a sideways Crescent and
a large space where 'REGIE' was presumably removed. I shall try to make a
tracing of this new marking, but one can readily appreciate the difficulties in
tracing a seal impressed in wax !

This must certainly be the record for late use of the Italian language on
Egyptian postal markings !

The conversion to French, which began in the late 1870's, was essentially
complete by the mid-1880's. It is remarkable not only that the present handstamp
survived until 1922, but also that it has not hitherto been noticed. Perhaps
some one may yet find an inked impression of it. Such an impression would be
in intaglios colorless letters on a dark background. The dimensions are:
outer circle, ca. 25mm. diameter; inner circle, ca. 16 mm. in diameter;
letters ca. 1.5 mm. high.

If an inked impression should be found, it would become a new type in the
'Seal -~ R' series, rather than the P.S. series.

P. A, S. Smith

L e Y W L Y

EGYPTIAN POSTAL MARKINGS - Further amendments to the 1865-79 Data Sheets
Contributed by A. Schmidt (ESC 198)

Farliest Lates@ Notes
=11 SCIRBIN ? MAR 73 (AS)

Tax-1.9 ALESSANDRIA TO

COSTANTINOPOLI 1 MAY 66 (PASS) New

TL-1 CATRO In red (RSB)

TL-1.5 CAIRO 17 JAN 79 (RSB)

PS-1 BENHA IP IX (AS) In green, purple
" BIRKET~EL~SAB IP IIT (GMD) (AS)
" GALTUB IP VIII (GMD)

1" MANSURA IP IVA (AS)
" POST-SATD IP IVA (GMD)
" TANTA IP IX (AS)

Note:s GMD = Mr Mark Dorman (ESC 211)
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'MARY' POST CARDS - see notes by F.W.Benians 154
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Question Time 9 - New First Day Cancel on 1928 Medical Congress ? (P. Andrews)
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THE rSe LB & BRIDGE ' CANCELLATIONS

by P. Andrews (ESC 122)

In an article reprinted from the "Philatelic Record!, February 1976, (Q.C.
Vol. IX, .Nos 7/8, page 81, Sept/Dec 1977) Mr Th. Dacos discusses the 'Star and
Bridge' cancellations (ESC type XI-I) and gives dates extending the period of
use for a number of towas. :

Whilst looking through my collection I came across a cover which further
extends the date of this type of cancellation for Port Taufiq to 20 VIII 15,
6.30 A.M. I also fcund a postcard which brings forward the earliest date of use
for Aswan to 23 1 08.

In Q.C. Vol. X, No. 4 (Dec 1978), Mr F. A. Ford gives dates for the town of
Aswan and it should be pointed out that the previous article by C.W.Minett to
which reference is made (L.0.P. No. 91, July 1955) does list Aswan with earliest
and latest dates 13-IV-10 and 2-11-12 (the former date now being displaced by my
item mentioned above).

The revised listing is now as follows :-

Rarliest Latest
Lugsor 27-1T{-08 24-XII-10
Port Said . 28- v =07 17- VI-1:
Port Taufigq 20- 10-08 20=-VIII-15
Zagazig 4- X -07 23-XIT-12
Mansura 11=-TIT-08 21-I11-10
Ismailia 20-IT1-08 1914
Suez 11-VII-07 1916
Tanta 19- I <09 15- V =09
Aswan 23~ T =08 2= 11=12

Tllustrations of the late Port Taufiq cancel, and the early and late Aswan
cancels, appear on page 152.

P. Andrews

EMARY M P eSsT CARDS

In cur December 1978 issue, Whole Series No. 108, Mr F. A. Ford (ESC 157)
wrote on page 88 to mention this, and his example was illustrated on page 102.
Mr Ford presumed that. the word "MARY' was caused by an error in the typesetting
of "ARMY'. '

Mr F. W. Bernians (ESC 123) writes as follows :=

These poustceards were published by Castro Brothers, Editors, Cairo and
measured 150 mm by 75 mm wide.

The view was printed either in autochrome or more usually in sepia.

There are at least two types of lettering on the address side, printed in
an olive-green. (I1lustrated on page e

.I feel it is a matter of conjecture if the word 'MARY' was a mis-spelling
for 'ARMY', but it is a nice thought, and they were invariably used by military
personnel.

The following are noted from specimens in my, aand John Firebrace's,collections

LARGE SERIFFED CAPITALS. printed in olive-green

'The Sphinx' (70705) single-ring ALEXANDRIA/J 23, V11.15
"Panorama of Cairo!' double~-ring F P O D54 A 24 DE 15
'The Pyramids of Cheops' s-ring N.Z. Base Details/Military Post Office
Cachet: N.Z. General Hospital, Pont de Koubbeh 12=-11-=15
SMAIL, BLOCK CAPITALS
'Sultan Hassan Mosque' s-ring A P O Sz10 B/ 8 DE 17

octagonal: Passed by Censor / 718 (date in two lines)
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EGYPTIAN POST OFFICES IN SINAI - from Peter Smith's Collection

Turkish post office
on Turkey adhesive,
World War I

Egyptian post office mark on
Egypt adhesives
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QUESTION L0 R 1

MEMBERS® REPLIES to Questions appearing in previous issues.

Q. Time L1 - Subject - 'DIPLOMATIC MAIL TO U.S.A.'
(Question raised Dec 1978; reply appeared March 1979)

FROM Ernest A. Kehr (ESC 39) -

' Many, if not all, embassies permit staff members* to send personal mail home
via the Diplomatic Pouch which often is safe (and almost always faster). But as
international regulations prohibit such personal usage, it is necessary for the
sneder to affix stamps in the amount of postage required if the letter were

sent through the regular mail of the dispatch country. The pouch is then carried
to Washington, where the sorting clerk hand-stamps it to indicate that it was
originally mailed abroad.

The duplex 8 merely represents the station in Washington whence the letter
was forwarded through the regular U.S. mails. The 18" was for many years the
designation of the postal station in the State Department.

* When one knows an embassy official he can sometimes prevail upon him to
extend the service to noun-staff persons. I know, for on many of my global trips
I had news stories and other urgent mail thus dispatched from lands whose own
mail service left much to be desired. f

FROM Ed. Hirdler (ESC 226) there was an interesting letter, raising some points
which are settled by Ernest Kehr's definitive account of the routines, but also
giving the eaxct wording of the cachet. Ed. Hirdler describes his cover thus :-

' T have a cover seant from Belgian Congo to a woman in our Department of State.
in Washington, D.C. This bears a single stamp, the 50 centimes green 'Palms’
from the definitive series of Belgian Congo which was in normal usage until st
January 1953. The stamp was nob cancelled in Belgian Congo, but in Washington,
D.C., with either the same, or a similar, hand canceller as the cover illustrated
in ESC Q.C. Volume X, No. 4. This cancel was applied in January 1946 (day of
month unclear). The addressee must have moved because the address is crossed
out in red pencil or c¢rayon and her home address (alsc in Washington, D.C.)
inserted in the same red. Hear the bottom right-hand corner is a stamped
inscription in upper and lower case, in two lines, in violet ink :-

" This article originally mailed
in country indicated by postage "

Q. Time 7 (Question raised March 1979) Subject - EGYPTIAN P.O. IN SINAT

The following autaoritative reply from Rter Smith (ESC 74) -

' In the March, 1979, issue of the Q.C., Johu Firebrace raised a question about
the E1 Arish pos% offics. The cover shown there is definitely from E1l Arish,
for the proper Arabic version of the name is clearly legible.

The EL Arish post office was probably opened in 1883 or 1884, for the 1884
series of Interpcstal Seals includes one for it, but earlier issues do not. The
sarliest cancellation I have seen is dated 1886, and is a Type VIII-1; the two
examples I have are not complete, and are not strong strikes, but perhaps the
illustrations will show something of them (Illustrations on page 156).

El Arish is listed in the Postal Guide for 1892 as a Class 4 office. This is
a minor catsgory, and such offices were authorised to handle ordinary, registered
and official mail, but not parcels or specie. The 1892 Guide also lists (El) Tor,
another office in the Sinai, on the Gulf of Suez. It had some importance as a
quarantine station for pilgrims on the Hegira. Since no interpostal seal was
issued for it, it must have opened after 1884. The somewhat messy cover that I
can illustrate, dated July 1893, is the earliest date I know of.

Other offices in the Sinai were probably opened in more recent years, owing
te the development of the oil fields at least, and the courier service for mail
from St. Catherine's Monastery is well known.

J/ Continued . + -
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RE P LT ES t o Q. TIME 7 (EGYPTIAN P.O. IN SINAT)

FROM Peter Smith (continued) -

' Less well known is the fact that the Turks opened several post offices in the
Sinail when they invaded it during World War I. Most of the Turkish offices were
at wells or springs, which were not real settlements, but probably military
centers. However, they did hold El Arish for a time, and provided that town
with a cancellation in the style typical of Turkish postkarks of the time. 1t
have never seen a cover, but can illustrate an example on a loose 20-para red of
the contemporary Turkish issue.

In closing these comments, it should be emphasized that the Egyptian post
offices in the Sinai should in no way be compared with the consular offices in
Jaffa and other Mediterranean ports. The consular offices were located on
Turkish territory under Turkish administration, and possessing Turkish post
offices as well. The Sinai, however, was Egyptian territory, and the post
offices thers were domestic offices, just like those elsewhere in Egypt. The
territory of the Sinai was administered by Egypt, and neither Turkish nor other
post offices were in existence (except for the military occupation in World War I,
mentioned above).

FROM Dennis Clarke (ESC 165), there are some useful facts -
' In the 1962 Egyptian Post Office Guide (printed in Arabic) these are listed :-

Ariche el
Ariche el camp

The Guide gives the opening date for the former as 1883; it may be that the
camp office opened prior to this date. :

In L'0.P. 113 (1964) on page 334, Ibrahim Chaftar in his article "Egyptian
Postal Services 1865-1889" alsc lists Ariche as opening in 1883. In fact, it
was the only additional office to be opened in that year, whereas the previous
year saw the opening of 6 new offices, and the following year (1884) saw 17
additional P.0.'s, making the total operational post offices 151.

There are references in "Gazetteer No. 45 - Egypt and the Gaza Strip" which
shows official standard names, approved by the United States Board on Geographic
names, prepared in the office of Geography, Department of the Interior, Washington
D.C., Jun 1959. The only references are to :¢-

Arish, Wadi el
or Arish, Wadi al, and this is listed in Sinai.

This Gazetteer lists 27,800 places and features in Egypt, with an additional
200 in the Gaza strip. It is therefore safe to take it that this is the only
office with that names. °

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - Q. Time 1 - RAF ATRMAIL SERVICE,
Cairo to Baghdad

FROM Bill Andrews (ESC 132) -

' Thanks to all those Members of the Circle who contributed to the replies to

y query about the R.A.F. Airmail Service, Cairo - Baghdad. Their replies and
the illustrations enabled me to recognise and obtain a cover dated 29th September
1923 from Baghdad to England via Baghdad-Cairo Air Mail with Cachet A4 as shown
in QC on page 70 (September 1978 issue, No. 107).

Mey I suggest a small AMENDMENT to the illustration of Cachet AL. There is
an apostrophe in from of 'IRAQ in the wording: GENERAL HEADQUARTERS / AIR MAIL /
BRITISH FORCES IN 'IRAQ. This apostrophe can be seen rather indistinctly on the
two illustrations of cachet AL on piece on the same page. !

s Our thanks are due to Bill Andrews, for his intriguing question, which
revealed, for the first time for many of us, an unusual function of the R.A.F.,
and which generated a great deal of interest - Ed.
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NEW HAND-STRUCK '8' POSTAGE DUE _MARK

The Charge is 8 Piastres, being quadruple rate - Peter Smith Collection
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QiU ELS TT @ N TIME - MORE QUESTIONS .
Q. Time 9 - submitted by P. Andrews (ESC 122)

' Whilst sorting through a pile of postcards and covers, I came across a postcard
bearing _the 5- and 10-mills pair commemorating the International Medical Congress
15th December 1928. The card is headed "Centenaire De La Faculte De Medecine

Du Caire Et Congres International De Medecine Tropical Et D'Hygiene! on the
reverse and has a picture of an anatomy lesson at the Abou Zabal School of
Medecine 1827 on the obverse.

Most interesting, however, is the commemorative datestamp which reads
"Exposition Medicaments / Instruments, Appareils Chirurgicaux" and dated 15-DE-28
3-4P, whereas the first day obliteration indicated in Zeheri has the text "Congres
International de Medecine'.

Can anyone confirm this particular marking and are there other markings of
similar type for relhted subjects other than Medecine and Surgery ?

(Illustration on page 154 ).

Q. Time 10 - submitted by Robin Bertram (ESC 137)

' The illustration (on page 154 ) shows a mint marginal "British Navy" label,
blue on white with correctly coloured 'White Ensign'.

Any information at all, please ? '

ga Time 11 =~ submiftted by Robin Bertram (ESC 137)

" The illustration (on page 159) is of a cover from the king's private secretary.
Information, please,’ regarding the cancellation of "Palais d'Abdine" ? Where is
this palace, and does anyone have a photo of it for write-up purposes ? IS L

a royal cancellation used on royal mail only %2

Can the mark on the reverse be identified 2 °

ot S Would any Member of the Circle like to use this query as a starting-point
for a study of marks of all the palaces used by Egypt's rulers ? Times of
occupancy, and by whom, sketches of the various marks, dates of earliest and
latest use, use of the buildings prior to and subsequent to royal occupation,
including occupation by the khedive, viceroy, etc. ? Come on, somebody ! - Ed.

TAX (POSTAGE DUE) HAND-STRUCK MARK - A NEW DISCOVERY

Illustrated on page 159 is an unstamped letter sent from Alexandria to
Constantinople and bearing the previously-undiscovered handstruck '8' mark, which
becomes type Tax-1.9 in the listing of Egyptian Postal Markings of 1865 through
1879. ! )

The postage due has been charged at quadruple rate, eight piastres. The date
appears to be 1st May 1866 or 1868.

This cover was reported by P. A. S. Smith, in whose collection it now is.

LONDON 1980

Mr P. R. Feltus (ESC 114) intends to submit his collection of Egypt Salt Stamps
as an entry in London 1980. This collection, shown at the June Meeting in
London, comprises magnificent material, magnificently presented, on jumbo-sozed
album sheets. It will be interesting to see whether the Exhibition Organisers
will allow an exhibit of Revenue Stamps.

What are YOU intending to exhibit ?



